Crzi History: Linda Perzita Conway
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the Klgs wanied 1o come in so bacdly, |colld say who came in ana w*ao
dlan't. | was tust really being norc1ble, and | tnought i 2m not letting
f«nyone . Sifce they don't 1ike me, | am going to Show them. 1 was tilting

my sna,, b K, and Lhe cnalr g ave out from under me. | went spiat on the

£100r, 2nd YOU Never Saw so many Mexican kids laughing. | never hac really
close TI’!Q""C‘J other than the three that | menticned

What subiects were taugnt to you”

i are going £0 be very nonest with vou | was absent not from school, but
r"m ne Ziassroom, 50 many times that | gsn't even “errernbes. :
rel..vmber what | tiked. | Hiked fnahsn | liked reading. | liked sgelling.

hated math. | hated it. Because they aidn't rnake me 4o anythmc what !
Cﬂdn £ want te do, | didn't tearn math. | hate 1L, I'm not going to'go it. Finet
Mg probiem. So thai was rr-A?.y 'ooit_,n an their part and on mine, but | was
justakid, Arg, i loved Art, and | loves {0 write,

-
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id you nave a favorite teacner?
i had a iof of faveriie Teachers. One tnat stands out is Mrs. Easternling. @
very kincly, grancmotherly iagy, They ueeq 1o Tzach us £razy things. Since
P ived Wltn oranoma we never had utensils, wa just used tomllds and
haz* 2eans and tortillas, ! grew up on beane and tortillas My Tavor:t s
room {n school they wou!d give us a sheet of paper, and thay wout 2
pretend this is your dread, cﬂ"‘ you have Lo cut It in four pisces and ut-ef‘
one otece at a time.” We never even seen prezd, but tel me *eH you | used
to do it pemecﬂv P thought Somﬂcav if | ever g“: 10 @ restaurant, Tnis s
how | am going Lo butter it, 1t made an imprassion ¢n me.

S¢ they introduced oread and butter to you.

Yes, i !_%!\cg Fliked 1€ very much, and then i grew up and did 1t just like
he said. : tnouc. it didn't make much sense at :be time. Yoy k.;ov'
“mo | was really ciose Lo was the princioai. The principai had been there

when my mio ef* w2s there In thatl same school. He had a 1ot of authority

causs whan rt was time ror me [0 get my fonsils out, he is the one that
deciced it was time, and then he took mé o the hospital and Drougnt me
nore, NOL my cwnmothe

How did ae treal The other Mexican chitdren thal weren't as orignt as you?
1 : - ~Nif e A mA b i~ - -
Did vou see a differancs in nis reatment
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RIGhT. ANC i thins [Thal is wny e nad S0 Much auihority, He was 307t &
SVETYDOGY'S G000 GUY. The 4iher T :—q ,Jas fnat there wasn't z 3Ingig
Minerity 1eacner "qozhma, not ons. Al of the sedple That wars arsund us
were Anglo. Pecnis in authority, i should say. anc oot people gensrally
aroung uS. Decple mnauthority ware 2t white, ke 428 not unkind <o them.

Yas, because we Ne”a N contact with ether races and that was someihing
Wwe gid noT KNOwW how 10 dem 1th. We had known a lot of Anglo peopie, 00t
they were ait Leachers, or Sunday school teachers, police, or whatever, put
they were not our friends. We were bused £o our junior mah Next door £o
it was anoiner school completely fenced in. It was for American indians.
we were taught to be real afraic of them. We were toid not 10 go near the
fence bcCQU e the 'noiana lived thers. | was reaily ferrified of the
Amigrican indians. That i | 'Ob upid pow that | think about it But we were
limited in r"ur* eXDQsuUrs, zidn't mix well with the Anglo students, | rom
what | couid see. We ,u—ru aar‘: iy 1s0lated. Again there were no munority
teachers in junior nign scheol. They were ali Anglo. We did the 5est that
n

we couid To Tit in. 30T don't :’nnK we sver Tif It

Were you still doing well in schooi?

No, I dighermibie. 1 cen't «now 17 1 10ST INTErest or wnal hapeenad. | usec
To gel really angry Decause ! used 10 3peak very weil in Spanish. | couid
F2a0 1L anc wrile 1T decause | jearned it fromm y grangmotner. ‘when |
went 16 efementary school, i'_he/ used Lo hit you on the ..a"‘!d if you falkeg in
3p2nish o ramind vou not 1o do that. They didn't nave o r-:—m-.;r' e
becayse ! wanted SO much not £o it in, but to stanc above. SO | never use
1 '3ool<e oniy 0 perfect zngiish, as perfect as { coula muster. Then n
iunior pigh, thay rurr‘ around anc u‘y 10 teach us Spanish. i got really

¥

Fesents !Hucra use i already knew it, and vet the kids were not ailowed o

sayz* nn,"*ay dic ntoo well, | was really rebeliious at t?"at Lime. 1 d

well mayoe in Art and ang.isj ;, and that was 1L._Don't forget | had never

‘ear*nerf mazh, ..thpr pecause | didn't r‘nva to. Right! well | d]CF'. t navo
osr;e kinds of privi egec in 1umo. high. i got thefs way behingd, af feast in

mat

How was High Schooi?

Limited | drogpeda out of high schoo! very, very young. | was 16, almost
i7. | dropped out of scnool and got married.

Did vou aver wonder why there weren't Chicanos in higher pesitions? Dic
vou biame them?

-1

¢ an pmi.on apoul it7 | noticed if. Af thet
S given 0 *19 wag that i7 there wers no
o.f authority, 'L was because I was insir



Y3 you TIrst have The gssire 1o go back 1o 5cneei
well, 1 wags involveg in school ali the time ’oecau af mv kigs. But 1
TEPMS OF MY J0Ing Sacd 0 dcncos P never entertaingd tne thought.

wasn't until I was invoived with Jose, ‘naqum, anc 3ome of the omer ares

“hal i saw the pessidiiily Lo “e urn back 10 school. 2ut it had never dezn
an cption for me | never greamed about 1t had %\m met a Mexican
arnerican \N'ILH gt \/ a~ ‘r“.. 37 an E: l:::.‘:‘ls an ag Ul-. ..... £2an Ame "‘u..a'\ Az
5210 before, all f.ne f‘JI=— modeis were whits, white 'nf- ee “r"* wmrn
famales. |t didn’® noonme that | couid do that - that i could go back ¢
schosl, even "'e i was alot older. | was scared when | am Qo back. | was
Very Very sca

What vear did you start?

Sometime during the 60's. | don't recali what year | went to school at
State through Carrasce's needling me, mostly.
were you involved with the Chicano Student Movement at City? Or at San

¥
nee State?

l used 10 o 10 fne ralivs and meeiings and 50 Torth, bul not at Cityv ratner.
| never atiended city. Just at State, | was not you. ‘usual stugent. | wasnt
3 young person. 5S¢ | would not necnscar.iy De where ail the young peopie
were. T was much older when | was at State.

Did you graduate from College?

No. 1 dropped out arter 2 vears. | couldn’t do it anymore, | was raising 3
kics by r"y 3eif, working full time, ang going te school. Something had o
give. When | was reallv involved m the Chiano Movement, | was married
and My husband, ab: ﬁonm ne dion't Hke i, made it possibie for me [0 he
involved. | was gone 2 iot.

-

EMPLOYMENT
while aoplying for jobs, not having a degree ever pose a problem?

ho it was never a probiem. © went from doing nursing to working for the
first Job | had in government. It was with thé Redeveiopment Agency when
it was stil] separate from the city. From there | went {0 work as a
Cemmunity Relations person for Job Corps. By this time | nad met 2 lof of
peopie, and had a lot of contacts in terms of job opporiunuties, 20 wnen
they acvertised ur the 1st acministrative assistant for city councii, |
appiied for that. i received a position there. tne City was afraig or
DUTTING anyone aewn. They went with whzt was calied 3 rainoow
selection. They got ong Black, one Mexican American, and one wite. So, |
Wwas working thefe at the time Norm MineTa was Mayor. Then ne Geciced o
run for Congrsss. When he won, b CM e 1o go with him. 1 was hig
Tirst 13 eir: fep Whenne was in of. P wWEnT on 1o e Waier Jiztries

— Il .,

which is aumt of covm‘rmﬁr\t separ t'S' Tom the ¢ity and county.
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By God aen and tney nad bc’"" there forever 172t Hke | did
have 1 ien 'i' £now as much as They did

MNow you make commercials 5, 18 {hat correct”

weil rignt now, | am working on a filrn 7or the Ziscirical warker -3
anc‘ 1ast vear | oroddc &G s0me commercizls for them that were on ¢!

36 and channel | 1. | work as tnsir punlic raiaticn cos ..,u" ni. 3¢ é a;.. the
one that buys T. \f t"ne and radio time, so forth, and t design their annuz!
report. | think that they are probadly the enly Union in The country that
puUTS QUL an annuai report just like a corporation does, 1o al} their membpers
each year. Il is avery progressive union and | enjoy it Yery mucn.

How tong have you been doing that?

| have been with them six y i work under contract and it is renswed
every year. it can pe rejec d any time, but it has besn renewed,

Do you nave any heipers or do you ¢o it all yourself?

t do it ail myself wnen | am going out of town or if | am iii, i1l call a
irieng of mne that | met who used to be in the Chicano Fiim insiitute. And
nis name is Richard Martinez, and he does P.R. alsg. He does it for Joo
Corps. i like to write and | am familiar with his N"‘T.rf‘-u He ;a:'es over
r‘or me, if | am not going to be around. That wzs an intefesting group 100,
Vil never forgel the 1irst time | hired him and there was a big’ g
phoLocracner Ray RoorlaueL and | neaded some stuff done for
redevalopment, and | remember | asked him how mum ne charged per nou
ANg he :,ald, "350 an hour and | said, "Helll | can get a White pers n -‘.0 \
it for that” He said Li nda, the movemen., rarﬂmoer e movimiento® Sut
| did hire nim and wea bcfame really cood friends.

‘;’—,o

Earlier you mentioned the Chicano Film Institute ~ What king of
organization was that?

The Chicano Flim 1*:1:ute nad an oirice downtown, what was then ine
redeveloprment area. t was creative artistic Iyo,u, all Mexican American,
caihing themselves 'r\e Chicano Fiimnstiteie, And i thing, The initia!
thrust was that they Were going Lo produce materials, documsniariss,
Pnotoiiies of everyining that was nappening in tne Chicane Movement at
that time. | got r0 know some of the members, and | KAOW some still i
See very raw, anymere.

0 Whe Were some of the key members

2163, WNO WENT on ©o ecit 2 Tasazine ':a";é _OWricer
ot 1‘ m publication. Aitnowan Re doesn'i run it anymors,
ne Y Rodriguez, an D\\_biianb ::lar«: nof whits

30mM eone | kKnew we?. from the institula, Ricnard

Ti'm always in Touch with, He izxes gver wnen |
10 leave my 100 for 2ny regson He comes in 2nd

ot
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pinch NiTs for me, ne's 2 PR man. Ang the gther_auy, Ch Godl, what wa nis
mr“a. s_,cr‘m:, it was pennis. Iherc Wag Qogr—r Tners was Antonio peraiez.
NErs WEr2 S0 many, QUT 3eme | oniy KNew Jy name.

Howe tong 4ig that organizaticn survive?
[ G0N KNow now FONg ';?_ evisleq, fecause

utitized them jor =mv T the work | neaded GO They were in existencse
before that,

gy NE"‘-" itoeviztoncs :er

CRICANG MOVIMDN:
[ . . - - ’
TOW G0 VOU Meet Larrasil

P'moiryving "0 SNk | Thing he Came 1o iy Nouse. W nat organized 2 groun

-41 Nt

of oarcnt o confront the Schoot Board. | think Jose wound up coming te
my nouse for a meeting. They w-é"e spouting ali this !“‘;‘.caro Susiness,
And t thougnt, what is this shit? Who is this jer K? Get him out of here.
Oh Gog, and then SOMecne saif he was a teachér or sgmething, and !
LnOLCJh[ | have never hear d of a Mexican teacher. This can't be real. who
is this guy, but the mere | got to know him, t'\e more impressad i was.

when you f1rst met O, Carrescs, what was your ISt imorassien?

irst Lime fmet him weas..

Dibot 1) not zlone, He was with | belisve
Joaguin 8rieo ang later v -met Dr
fay

S
C rranza. When ! Tirst met Carrasco,
I Wwas impresses, sulngi in a i e manner. 1 thougnt he w 5 very

atl‘ e and ! wondered who the ¢ thought he was, soouting off rhe
,vs'y ne did, He was king of quiet, ne | e would spout off somsat hmg,
then 1 would !<'; d of 1ook af him, and he was throwmr‘ thig word mr*ann,"'
arcund, He cidn't sif well with me. | remember | calla¢ mv mother iater
and she baio Tnat S such a fow class ierm, ne must be from Texas.” You
Know 'nv rnother's responss 18 if they are from Texas, iT's nac. So 1 was
very resisitant to most of what ne said. what | was ;mpre::ed Lv was
hai n e apnezred (0 se cmart, and | hag naver met someons {hat |
considered cs De a =mart ?“‘ew‘an Frgan | thought my uncies wers
inteliigent, but i na c 1 Yer met 2 1eacher who was Mexican or professor or
a nothing. So was imor SSE"‘ with that, ang of cour“, i gOT 10 know him
netter laier. | don': agree with every..nmg about Jose, put i have some
neaitny respect for nim.
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AL the Uime you met J .0 , Q1C you censiger yourself Chicana? Or what di
YOU £ONSICer yourseis

-\1
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Americzn. That is wpat | considerad myself | nzd talked tomy mother.
asked ner what 13 this pusiness. wnat 0es the word Chicano mean? ane
saie, "Iv 15 avery low class word', ana she gave me her opinions on it She
nas her own ore;.udicec Well Who are these peop! e ang are they from
Texasg”, she would asy, he" are from Texas, gon't tisten o anyihing
they nave to say. There IS onlﬁ one thing worse than aMexican, and LnGL is
oemg aMexican rrom Texas.” Tnat's my mother, 3¢ then | didn't consiger
myseélf Chicana. 1T sounded S0 MILITANT,

-
s

When aid you first consider yourseif Chicana?

ATLer | got mad, | stertec gelting invelved and sesing some things that

-
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reﬂhv upsel me. | wanteg £o Tight back. AL =f".t.: pOINT, When | wanted T

fignt "hack is wnen ! star*ed thinking mysel? in that ‘vav P Ehink §was

VP' )’ Fery *8r‘ r:} tne "‘C'."‘l 1 nlnl'J 'P‘D QIOLI_ ..-n': \”":‘1'5 ! j'\.:: “Wl::,"CC '

wenr :omoleLew ieft (too much) and now ! am 30rt of in the nucdis, But 2t
that Time, i justrealiy went 1o Ing extremes. went from ong ¢ EXITEME 10
the other. Andg then, It you didn't agres :mn me, then gel ol 0F my way
cause : was going forward My nuzdand (270, ang you “"‘f‘" -",a": Aow it

uO\..C:.

.<

ou saig when vou Tirst met nim, it was a darent organization meeting.

| had been invoived in PTA We were Tignting the scpooi Jistrict for
sometnings, put how I met him, | believe, 1S auring ne 27 A DUsiness. |
forget what the issue was but W had £0 g0 befors ths *rhoo- noars, and
we Were geiting some 4iraction on what 0 00 ant wnsrs 12 g0 After ':‘-ﬂf..
we starred mest Ing v mh s0mie 3“”‘ because there wze 2 10t of 50lic
ow ality at that time. And they nad a groul organizsg oo 3~3“~. of bird {.'0”
the poiice, racord what u‘de actually haopening. The chief that we nad
then was not like the one we have now. And Lhﬂ peiics cepartment used 1o
pride itseif in being brutai, | think. S0 we startec meeling Lo iry to
overcome that. We thou G*"t we would use whatever venicies we coulc
whether 1L was the Human Relations Commission or some mnq We neag
‘evarage and we did do auite a bit. As zamatier of fact, i think it is 2]
the atbhum. .

an
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S0 you ¢id accomplish sometmng'?

Somet‘nh ig. Al ieast we brought at nt-on e it Aot of ‘-‘»:e.-u-cn Lo
AL the Time, ialer on, wnﬁn We .w:r-e 5“. invoived in Norm Mineta
becoming mayor and he was an aliy, so N° were making g L.de that way.
Ang Garza got on the council. We were gaining a voice wners we naver nad
one befurc, that kind o1 thing. For me, going o City council was 3 rmanlv
fen thing and probadly t6 2’1ol o7 pendie Whg were 0ing there with

ﬂrr SCO an nis group. This was | mean, come on, we had never Deen in

city hall. Ang at r.. st il can e very int r“r““"ng S5 D guess we 3ot
courage because we were in nUmDers.

Sc there was a large amount

Yes, there used to be b g, big crowds. | rememper ong nignt when we went
down there, God there must have been over SO0 peopis. The only tmn_“ '
had aﬂalnst them was that they used 1o start the blaw,:i marcnes out on
the east side. Christ, by the time you got to city hall, your cead. “But th y

i

use to out ‘-‘ppakers Juiside, and Deoole user* to overy IOW ut of tbe
Cnannels anc onto the grounds of City hall. And these ars secoie tf
wouid never had gone €0 City hatl other wrce o compiain zoeut a ym!nﬂ

200y
The poiice gepartment used -.o say inal it was ali the minoritie
. probiem but be.keve me. | met some cops later that weuld say |
would say "Let's go out 2nd kick some ass, Let's go out and get us some
Mexicans tonightl So that was very common, vefy commar.

Did you know MAPA?

P
1t
C‘

o

I was in MAPA for just areally, really short time. The ¢rous tnatl | was in

langer was MACSA, no not MA A, the Confederacion ge ja Ra2za Unida~that

Wwas a iong time aco Jesysi that was z iong Time ago And the group Cailed

L,m:ea. pedpie Arr lbd Wﬂ used to, iike i saig, aird dog the selide. These
re the two groups | was most famiilar with,
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How often would you meet?

gone from nome a 10T and 50 were 2 .07 o7 0Tner womean
L of time ang a 1ot of commitment. And 36 did the men
Famitiies 721l 2part pecause of that. so it wasn't ail
oositive. if may have peen gositive in terms of The movement, Qut
s of the family units, | think in some Cases it was very disasirous.

1
o b

[y ¢)

How tong were you part of the organmizagions?
Years, | gon't remeamber how many years dut 1T was veers.
D0 you ramernber now they were foundsec?

NG, i camig 1o the groups ater they were already founced, | prasume ov
pagdie that were around Carrasco and Brito and so forth. | would tnink
prodanly them. See, [ was introduced to these groups and these people, dut
it wag not people that I'knew beforahand.

How many members were in these organizations?

[T fluctuated. You could get large, large crowds it there was an issue that
was particuiarly present. Butl on the day 1o day business of the
confederation, there were a2 few workers, 1T was aimost ar {imes ilke a
paper tiger. {f was thought 10 De a large powertul organization by ity
nail, when in truth, most of the time, 1{ wasn't. But there was that
feeling there that there was a lot of support. What gave that any crecencs
was tnat if we cailed 2 march to city hail, Jesus|, they came ouf from the
weod works. So it gave the impression that this huge group was always
meeting and always planning, piotting. And also, we ¢CL 2 rige on the civil
rights bandwagon that the Slack had. "You nave 1o consider that af fhat
time, Blacks were very active and very vicienl. And 1 think tnat the
administrators, whether it was city haii or school or anywhere, thoughs
we were geing to be the same way. They saw ug as the same xind of
threat. And . don't think we ever were. [ don't think That was our way. You
know we wers very different from the Black sxperience, but | think thev
Saw it 25 the same, they feared it as the same. Jesus, these peogis arz
going £o burn up the town if we don't do something. When in treth, | aon s
thiInk any of us would have burned down the town. | wouldn't.

what would vou say was the ratic betwean men and women in most of the
organizations?

Mora men than women.
Severzi more men?

Yezn, mere men than women. There were a few women that siocod out as
reaily sirong ndivicuais, and i think, some of them paid dearly for if.
There was a worman named Rachel, who gave herself heart and soul. She
and ner husband aig. Eventually her husdand became invoived with 3
youndger woman involved in the movement. Rachel suftered very badly from
the sxperience, and 5o did her children. Cne of them wound LD in Agnew, :
think ne had tried to kil himseif, and the giri is another story. | was
shockes one night, when the police called me and they saic, "we have your
daugnier nere. it's Valley Medical calling and the peiica” And ! thought,
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wait a minuie r:ause my giris were very smail, dui ! naC twe nieces wno
lived with me. | 3aid, "You'd got to be mis*aken They said, "No, this girl
says she wanis nﬂf‘ mother Linda Peraita, ana Peralta’is her mother” |
thought what in the warld, so tbrnw some clothes on, and went down 10
Valléy Meaical. | saw this young girl, and sne was 3ragoed into a wnee!
cnair, and ner nalr was muady and 'na*tef* She iooked ke an animal, and
they nac ..9" Tied Lo the whnesichair. They said, "She savs she s vour
daughzar.” Ke ot stering at her, and i thought, | know this cnild. | know
her Trom somewne”. She had besn brutally raped in the 7o0tball fieid of
Ancrew Hill nigh school. 1t was Rachel's daugnter. So the families, |
think, r=a| y surferpf‘ in that kind of way. Something nas got ic give
Yolanda. You can't Jive youraeh 100 percent toa movr;r“ewt, something has
got o sufier, and | “think a ior of families gid suifer. Now Ernesting was
at various thi Ings, 2 and | don't I«'r\ow if she dign't have any yuuna K103, of how

sie handlied 1T 1 never knew about her home iife, bul sne i inspired e, Sha
w23 a 3imole, not well scucatsy woman, but sheé nad 2 10T of heart, You
KNow wnat :'m zaving, 50 | dmfrea ner. 1 agmired Rachel dacause she was

S0 strong and | orﬂen.i and Ernie because she was 5o gamn dedicated,
really gedicated. But fike | said Par.ler, there were faw woman, ang tne
mée .O."iu Were men.

were 21l the associations united or would you sav there were confiicts
betwesn them?

I wouid say there W23 CONTHCLS detween the ipd‘»ficdaw But they were al il
unitad Cadat‘ we ait saf on the sarne biasted Qroups. You know ke | sai

i you beionged o one, you aeneraiiy beionged to 4 of S more, ~o al iim
there wara lot of conflicts betwaen the members themselves, like
talking back to mom ang 4ad, or a sisier cefting inarfign: witn a :“o-ner )
Like that, it was realiy qui ite like 2 family

what were some 0 the

C3USEeS 0
to gifferent socizal ciasses — &

he f‘onr‘lict.—,, woula you sav it was dus

du'ceaer* Versys unecucated?

No. Never, Never. inever saw that | thought iT was really great that the
professors af San u‘os-c State, | remember Caranza coming %« and taiking
AbOUL This _aroup 6 stdﬂentq | don't even tnink they wers siugenis tnerd
at State. Tney ,v::f*e ‘do they all wore Black Bareis. | think, they were
Caiig¢ tne 2lack Barets, | don't remember. And | remember Caranza wore
one, and he gave a spesch that | was very verv toucned 0y. | never saw any
king of conilict pecause | am educated and you are not. 1 ¢ "‘9 contrary, |
think rhat the people that had the most education were ouf there tr ind To
nelp the ones that didn't to come along and make it {jet me .;ero youg Pfelt
like | was a recipient of that Kind of encouragement, and | thark veryonc
for it. 1¢o because today | say, “fou did a hefi of a favor for me” And they
did Tor a 1ot of othér pegpie. No that wcu'd have not been 2 c et
Zonflicis arose when zomeﬂody did something , and Someso: Y 2lse thouaht
it shouid have been a different way. Comn(.ﬁ arose , if uh, | have abig’
mouth, and [ had lt oigger ‘.ne'\ IT i maybe said a terribie re*nar 0
somebocv Maybe, it wasn't 50 terrible, or maybe ! didn't think it was 50
terridie, but :omebodv else did. At that time, | remember we had our s¢
cailed friends in nigh ‘piaces. There was a woman, her narne was Leona
Egland, wiho was an "Assembly person, and | think it was Ernie Abeytla |
don't know, anyway, | Lalked to her and |. forcon what | said u her, but she
felt insultad, So she calied Srnie to teii him what | had aone 1o her and
what | had s5aid to her. And. It was not Lr e, YOu Kndw wnal sne was
saymg. At 3 meeung, NOL even part of the Business, Ne siangs up | —a”y
angry ana says, "why did you insuit so and sot” | was so maq, | said, "i'm 36
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mad secause That's not whal happensa at 2l She ‘; ailar” Thai's the
kings of conflicts the": were, | rem er*’me there an a tfomev Dommo
Nacw“. and he said, " beliave you, Linda" Jesus Christ! the woman,
felt pad that sne f‘ousc cail a brothar of mine, ang 52\ 100" tn*s 13 whart sh
dig 1o me, ang nhe would nol ask me in a descent marﬂﬂ“ - Wiy did you <o
that 0 ..er WIThouT 2sKing me rirst, vou Know that King of thing. So tners
were conflicis of that Ly, put ! m,:m theyre nersonaiily ConrhIcis, out
not anyrhing reatly any neavier that | could see.

Who wers the Biack Barsets?

T‘ne Slack Barets, | remember irom San uose State, were 3 group of
Militaniz from what | knew, students anc non-students, .‘-’:m-:antS' The
‘"m..zro i %ove"ﬂem lhe first orofessor that ! saw tnat became affitizign

with s 2iack 2arets was i Fﬂ"“anm, aAna Ne wore 2 Ziacy Zaret 'n

fact, .N.""E!‘- he addressed teac 1’“ ers irom the varioys sch 303 MSTricts at the
Civic Auditorium.

Do you remember who the key members were?

No, | don't. | remember their faces, but i could not Lell you {heir names
FIght now.

what were some of their goals and’ objectives?

| dign't pelong 1o the Blaci\ Sarets, byt in some ways, 1t reminged me verv
much of t i€ current Guargian Angeis thai we have h“a-_ :'mw .u:- from

to time. | rem erﬂocf" v“r.en Lher-ﬂ- was a wa om meeting 3. aolice c,mcva!'*
from ‘va“” '3 areas, we had a Community Reiations Qe.., P UhinK from the
Justic e Dept., and various noitce people. It was held in City Hall, and the
Black 2arets showed up. | got the feeling Zhat Lhcz were there ‘USL incass
there waa a probiem, becaus e they were rmmc up the wzlis an 0n= 31de aw*
gown ine other. By the sama token, the polics seemed nervous about that,
and s¢ they brougm more peiice. S0 1t was kind of a chaliange.

Did they publish any newsletters, or things like that?

Not trat

| | re f‘aﬂ not newstetlers. They had more of 2 oheto ibrary -
phots anc ¥ :

im hnrar,'
Do you recali any local pewsletiers or newspapers that were publisheg

auring that time?

The majority of the publications that | saw were socialists. Ther.—': were a
ot of s0ciaiisis arJunc: people In the Chicano Movemant. I'm old this is
normally what hapoens with communists, 3ectalisis organizations. They
see a group that th rr-y can tle in with, ang they 4o. Onz 3T the sarhiest
peopis that | rememper that i a socialist i rred Hursh. He was very, very
invoived with the Chicano community at the time. Heand a Guy nameq
Fr‘ant«: I forget hiis last name. They put out an awrul 'ot of siuff, an awfui
lot.. Anc seme of the college students like MECHA, and these e:rcam?afm“
also put out some newsletfers. | used to have the ones that were put out
by the socialists cause fhey were really doing the most, um + got rig o7
them after so many years. 1T just wasn't refsvant o anyihing i was doing,
anc | was aever inveived with thm
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ate) | Tady. You ougnt 10 de talking o her. She was the
' Tor awnile. Alot of peopie had turis being oresident, but sne
Iy 2 go getier, hustler, 1 tiked ner very much.

I

Have you talked 1o her recentiy?

{ have noL. ! have not 3een ner invears There was Scpnhie Mendoza and
Srnesting, but Ernssting was reaily the Tignier. | de .ope.someone is
talking to ner cause | think what she has o sav is orocaoiv very valuable.

Do you know how that was founded?

La Confederacion? No, | came to it when it was aiready founded.
Do you know what year you joined it?

God Yolanda, don't you Know that i am an eiderlv person, | can' rememier

all these vears exactly. No i Could not talliyou,

oW 10NG were you a memper’y

the Confederacion, as iong as if lived. | think | told you once before,
was kind of & DcDP" Liger. lhere were times wnen it had a lot of

, ang then a2 lot of clout, 2na then there were times wnen it had no
. 2nd it 5tili had 2 1ot of clout, cause peopie l‘houci“t it'had a lot of

nere itwas an organ ization For 2 while thers 11 seemed Hke all
was be leng to orf'anwa 10NS, and go to meetmcs Bamcal y. that's
did. ’her was ‘10 time for anv"mnq alse, You'were gither’in 2

or ¢ et mc enragea about somethi no or setling ofr 1o do

g aige. | Qon T Know how any mary 18388 survivag ali tnar, come o
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S0 at one time, would you be a member of several organizations?

fes, and the o:oplﬂ that l knew were also a part of several oruanuabon,
To feii vou the truth, | don't know how we did it, We ali nad & m* We zit
had kids. sometimes thev went with i Us, and sometimes trn,-U uu t. But!
ThINK, Ths nead was thers because we didn't have ine lu having ine
masses of pecpie that wanted to do things. S0 you had a r v and those Tew
got recyclec. | there was another group forming, weli you were going to
belong because once you are xperlencec at domo 'somet ing, they shuifie
you 2iong 1o whatever is being formed next. So ail of us, ail of us befonged
10 many Things at one tlme

What wera some of the main geals of the Confederacion?

From wnat | rememper, ieis face it most of the goals ¢f the various
organizations were really very simiiar. UPA was inveived with waiching

51
the nolice. MAPA was :nv"lv ed in trying to get politicians in the ¢ity

[0



-

Oral History: Linga Peralta Conway

counctl o in The Doard of SUDErvIsers. And you kKnow, just recently, we
barety got one Ron Gonzaies. Look how many years it hasceen. Lla
Confecéracion would deal with Mexican American issues. Basically it was
orgbably not uniike the ofner ones, out 1t didn't have the Himits, say that
UPA dig, say tnal MAPA did. its gozls were more broad. it was there for
ail the peopie.

What was one of their greatest accompiishments?

God, you really ought to ask Ernestina that. [ think just the idea that the
name 2xisted, and the leaders of that time that existed on 1t that gave the
impression that it was really a very powerful force, | think that in itself,

was a hell of an accomplishment decause vou Can't imagine the Ihings that
were done in the name of the Confederacion. You would throw the name oul
I YOU Were In a meeTing, and il ¥as 2 group that Tng administralion, ine
authorities, whoever tnat was in Cparge could respond 16 and react Lo
They saw it as a large bedy of Mexican American pecple that were working
hard to do semething. So just ine fact that it existed, tnat it had the
reputation that it dig, ang thai 1f stuck 11s neck out on the various issues
facing Mexican Americans. That alone | think was its most important
aspect. :

UMiTED DEOPLE ARRIBA

Have you heara of Unit
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Yes, | was in that UPA,
what zctually was that organization?

Unitec people fed up. That is what 1t was. That was the group that used to
follow up on any police problem that thers was, trying t¢ document
everyining nat was actually haopening. 5o, that we would have our story
and they weuld have their story and that hoperully we could appeal to
somebogy with our factis and figures, S0 we fearned 10 asx for badge
numbers, wrile down license piates, whatever 1t took. Did you reag very
recently apout wnat ¢op that P0sSed as an average quy riding in a
neighcornood in L.A. 2nd he was caught by another peliceman, who shoved
hishead through the window. Okay that King of thing. We wers doing ihat
king of thing. You couldn't really call it undercover surveillance because
they knew we wers thers, and we wer? just an irrifant. But it helped they
Knew that we were there watching, Histening, writing. [t heiped.

Egiice prutality was the main issue?

The police wag areal probiem. The police oroblem was a rezlly sere, sore
3p0t and it hung around 7or a leng long time. That and adequaie health care
and decent housing, that was tow enouch 50 that you could aftord to live
in, ana neignoernood ciinics, you name 1t. | mean things were really sad, in
sad shape.

AN 1 COrTect 0 saying vou were not involved in MARAT

H
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| was only minimally invoived with MAPA.

-~

¥hat were some of their goais?

The poiitizaiton of Mexican American people. We gesperately needed
pecpie in POIITICS, We needed them everywhere, jet's face il 'q re
werent a 1ot of role models in ingusiry or politics or education. Jose

(Car"asco; and Biiu (Carranza) wera m':cvat*on They were the first twe
orofessicnais-"ore E‘:SxOf‘?I:', i had mer. Joaguin was not. He was mere
of 2 arass rools k:n ¢ Of Qrganizer. Very strong individual, a iot of

l,hnr;ma a lot of Torcefuiness in what he said. The idea was o advanc-:-
20N8 Through the so,;:';ra. Sysiem that we hag and then of course, ws
haa Al Garza. Pegple leaned on Norm Mineta. Norm Mineta had peen
< IS COUNCH a8 The Tirst Jananess and wien he decams mayor,
e !earcc SN Aim 10 apoo;r“ the Tirst Mexican ang he did that. He
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Dig peopie ean on him because he was a minority?

| think people ieansd on him because he Wwas a minority, 2150 because ne
was 2 oohtlcal Kind of person, and he wanted the oo*—‘mon very badly. He
was a teacher and he didn't mind iving nis time. 1t paid nothing. | n"ean it
ea%w pzid nothing at that time. Tthink all he was earning was semething
tike $400 a month. And he had tike 5 or & kids to support and his wire, ang
SO forth, it wasn't for the money, P*f‘camy more fer the glory of it Ana
then the idea that you could move Trom there into higner &ifice.

MACSA
Am !t correct in saying you were 2 membper of MACSAT

Yean, MACSA w a: under the direciion whan i was most invoived thero, !
wasn't part of say, your executive bbar,, or enything like thatl. | was "Jlng
other | ‘“,rcs 2ut an awwful iof of things hapnened at MACSA ohyczua Y.
Joaguin (Brito) was there as 2 dtrector And if there were igsues Lo pe
discussei re were Mexican ameri a“l is;ue:, ang they wers discusses
It was the piace to go tC meet othnier invoived people.

ito
ine

Do you know how it was founded?

No, I don'i.
what year 4id yeu jein?

On Christ! I don't know, late 60's, early 70's, probadly.
How iong were you invelved with them?

For years, as ieng as | was involved with the ‘community”. | was at MACSA
TOr Various reasons. '

What werg some of their goals?
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a cataivyst Tor the communily. ifyou nag 2 oroplem, Vou
2 ne heln. Ne mat’er* what k‘ nd of
5 ' 10 had seen &ucwaccec oy
'the 2t so and, Who was C e had stolen the chilg
ng f2denngr W0 "'evsco Hﬂr N2Me o 'S 2nC she Came 10
MACSA for Reld. i : ey couid to helo per
They 2GCressen an\,-' '-‘s ,; it seemeac Inalt was orougnt Jefere :hem, thal ig,
nad an y xing of vaiidity. when :hev Wers upser with £nd Mercury \‘pwq
Jose ‘.h..a ; r.mn it W as called a megting, inviteg the ef:.:c.". Larry Jings,
ck 3 r, as amatter of fact. AnRdi remamoer Inat

.fﬁeeL ing varv wnry weil necauze | tink JInks thou gn. Ihat, well, You Know,

i'm going tb e at a meeting with the comrmunity, and thev oroua“fy are

r'O:r‘C 008 rapging on me o7 WHatever. ARG i QUESS ne thought ne wouid

dut Us n our F‘“*C"' to begin with, S0 we wers'2!l assemtied there. | was

there necause Jose Villa nac c2iled and asked me 10 02 Shere. | &i¢ a litlle

DIT of ~23ezrch o@forn P went, And the first thing Larry Jinks (d was ns

527 al Tna nead of The CeRTersnce tadis, took off is waich ant sul 1t

front of nim, 1o i 18 ewrvomy know Thet nis time was imited Arg that

they detier say what they had 10 say. That really angered e, It realiy

angered me, and | remember telling him that my Time was valuable too. My

onfy quastion that day was that | wanted to know why the Mercury News ,
articies were aiways se negative about Mexican Americans, He said that

he dign't think they were, 0 | opened up the fite foider that i had Laken

with 3 mg n’rhs worth of new'=paper 2nd cut ou tai the nega ue aa (all

'-’l.

[

1 '.\1

the egar e stories) aooul Mexican Americans. In ancuner foiger, | had ali
the ;Jos'z:ve ores. And 50, it was olvigusiy reaily, rezlly heavy Jn Lhe
neqative sice. He was Kind of surnrised in that, King of taken apack. Ye
calies me affer that ang Wwe decame Triengs. ‘-ie Wouid cali me abom
various :hxngs '1 1 Were nagpening, and ask or my opinion and my heip,
WhIiCh was g moumn He was in touch mm pecdle, but not initially.
He learned

0
e that way.
S0 was ne impressec by your researcn?

Probabiy. He was orooabzy impreszed that | had taken e tme
something. Eut you se, they were 50 used Lo us sitling around
harassing them, that | f‘e_..v felt like we neeced something concrete, o
would have just pickeg up his watch anc 1eft, and *hau. would have peen
that. He wouldn't have Jiven it 2nctner Thoudht, AS 1T wasg, ne 100K The fiig
of folders witn nim, and 3810 "You were right. This is what they have been
doing. | am new nere, and there will 5e sorie ¢ Changes.”
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£D FARM WORKER'

(fl

> UNION

Have vou ever workad in the fielgs?

iy

No. | wa: reaj sickly as a Kid. Maybe that was a biessing. © 2ig iry when |
think | was 15, | gecided | was going £o ger wealthy and’go and cut
ar.\r’,cots t was hot like 1T s today, mayce hotter. 't shewed up with
whoever | went with, and | rememper iocking at aH those er s of cots,
and | passed out. .hey Tired me even before They hirea me. They 52ic get
_her out or here. S0 that was {hat. Anotner fime, 1ate" ﬂffm* fhaf !
cecided nAyde : Should Cut green Deans, Sut the firsc time | s2w a spider,
I ran ?-"0!‘(‘1 the Tieids, so i gtan't make any money picking.

what was vour involement in the Farm Waorvers Union?
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| dign't have an involvement in the Farm workers movement. | rememoer
going to Delano with a guy Trom the Justice Deplartment, that . was
sesing. |reaily was nﬂ\mr invoiveg with tne farm workers, otner than
when They wouis ask YOU [0 g0 anc piovel 3 grocsry ST078 OF Malin ners
and tnars, anywhnere. 1 ai ways pad r=a-! 'mxef' 'r~-n”3 o%t fne farm
WOrers, Primarily because | dian's see -'. 1S arural area ; really thougnt
that we had 2 heck of a iot of big city o eM: "w'»"'ti"f“‘t in roouc: ing ! rura’
prumms, and throwing tham .mo '1'—‘- whe rest of 1 rp
other ones. it was anobel Tight in one gjr. infecten
with the spirit of the farm 'Norrrer‘: ;‘n 2::y cuife
sometihing, very impressive, ang your ,;moam zer: mm- there, But

0(_}

Terms ,‘ s dexz ing with 1t as an issue 3il : uli.,. Vi L"\m We
r !
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On sure, Jut lets face if, that's the easiest part, saving, "No, t won'l 23
grapes.” 1! e only time | Took it farther was wnen « Went to 2 civil ri -h-:s
comeren ¢ InHariford, Connecticut. AL thal time, ncboby over there
seemed ‘ca KrowW 200UL the Grape Boycolt, 2nd so when they aer\m them on
the tabie, | got up and ieft, and | wou‘cnt eat. The peopie’ at the table
were 1alking abou* it, and the worg soread througn the auditerium. So the
next day | wouldn't go eat again, and Tinaily the third aay, the dw‘octo; s ¢f
the cenference came 1o (2lKio ¢ "w n. By ihis Uime, the press was {aikin
to rne to find out. At that oeint, | was Zble te say, "t am not eating the
grapes because, and didn't vou KhOW' 20 That 1T was setii g press for e
farm worker issue back east. | wr»s not an expert on the farm Wf"'r“:.'."i‘ e
any otner cayses. | was simply s .l.c, what | had hearg saic. 1% was reaiy
Tunny cause fmal’y in the third day, | think it was, ! went dow.. o join
everypody else in the dining room. 1t was a huge drmc a0m. .ue"‘e Wers
about 50 pe 91\. They otouoed me at the door, and thiv said, "wait!
waitl", and ! 3aig, "What's rr‘e matier?” 3 ang t.:ey said," 11’5 on the fable, ar‘a
we are :rymgt rru. of it” Anc you Know what it was, it wasn't graoes

tt was grapeiruitl but they Gign't know the differencs. 53¢ got a real «ic;
out of thar,

FIESTA DE LAS ROSAS
Can you eiabcrate more on the Fiesta de las Rosas?

Oh God, that was S0 1ong ago. Thal was the first time that | had sver ceen
any~ n‘ng ...\': that. | méanconfusion and chaos in the sireel. It was the
first time [ had seen police hitting anyoody. | had always grown up
thinKing & tnat poiice are there Lo profect ¥ou and nelo vou T always faugnt
ray kKids that you never have any prm:u— S with the pofice becausé they are
your iriends, and they are there o faxke ¢ ?.= e of you. ih : day they were
not there o take Care of us. Wel] Mnnf wers [here 1o TaKe care of us, om:
not in the Wway that we thought. | was on tne ;-‘L,..,ad ~giations Commisic

at the '1ﬁc which was 2 City commission. | think | was Chairman. | wa,
their first woman chalr man. My director, who was a 12!l Angio named Mark
B!hn, Wwas gowniown aiso. { rememper rhey were heating on this frieng.
She is an 2ider woman, ancﬁ ams irying 1o Think of her name, but | can't,
She was a frisne. We 21l seionged 1o MACSA, UPA (Uniteq Peopie Arribay,
ang a1t tnal jezz. §{orgot her name, buT anyway, | Was 1U3T shocxed
becauss: t‘ﬂey wers pealing her with z Zztion. My first "Astinct weas jus

s
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norror, you Know, and then | thougnt, My Ged, | have ¢ €0 scmething o
help. 1 siarted towards the middle of the street, ang all of 2 sudden 2 cop
came Towards me, you know with dis arm stretched. Then Mark Bibn was
suddenly there, and he said, "She 13 on the Human Reltations Lommissian’,
and The C0p grew back the bation | was airignt, bul i 7elf s sick al the
idee that 1t was ckay L0 beat ner, but not okay Lo Dear me Decause thers
weouid De agropiem. Ang thal Kind oF thing. 50711 was really
r

g 3
.s Tl Bty am - ~ [ 1,.. - )
5¢zry L aent think P've ever peen through anything ke nat again

wWere your children with you?

-

{!
SCnoos i2ler. She witinessed (T Bul 1 fhink we were jusSt 30 Shacksd. 12
seemec unreal. tt seemed rather unreal at the time. And then wnen reziity
Mg you, you Cry 2 1oL, 1 have piclures of inat upstairs.

Leciie was there, the iittlest girl, She ig the one ! say got in trouble at
i

How was it organizec? Where ¢id you meet?

L4

We nad met inapark. There were some funn?f aspecl L0 i1 100, None of us
Knew wnat we were getling ourseives into. Well, mayoe some did but |
aldn't. AnG ! remember they were handing out phone numbers and scmeone
sald "What is that?” And another one gaid "It is dial a prayer, in case”. |
thougnt dial a prayer? Bul i wasn'i afraid because | didn't know what to
expect. Youknow ! thought, well i thought we will join the parade, a
peacetul demonstration, that's the way it i3 going 0 De, but it wasn™.
Dia you have banners? _

Yean, weil we had signs.

Do you remember what they said?
. S2 1 wasn't Carrying one. | Nac 2 movie camera. | was going Lo
film the dog gone pearade. S0, | had a movie camera, not a sign.

were you chanting anything?

Al the time, as | think back what hanpsned, was that we wers in it such a
Snart Time. | mean you barely converges 1o join N0 tne sarade and ail nell
breke joose. So, | don't remember what was deing said, often i just
rememier the chaos. That is reaily what stays with me. Just the vigience
and the chaos and then suddenly pecple are pieeding and screaming and
down on the ground, and it was just too fast-too fast.

Do you know how many pecple were injurad?
Ng, | don't.

i wani 1o
for the bo

(

0 back 10 Fiesta de 135 Rosas. ‘what were some of the reazons
C

go va
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The way | understood it, the festival had been held previous £o that, when
we appeared on the scane. The emphasis was on the domination and
subjugation of the Mexican peasant, the farmer, the farm waorker, or
whatever by the Spanish Conauistadores or under Spanisnrule. And the

Teeling was that the cily was acvancing that kind of thinking and it was

very harg for Mexican-American pecpie, wno were trying o mare i, 70

Py e

have sucn a negative image of themseives. The whole movement was Lo
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On cure, You mezn us harrassing ine police?

-

5 The prime reasen 1or 30Me af Tne pedf
r eng Lo that King of ireatmsnt, vas, th
fiieq. And there was an aw{il 101 of an
chief because w g feil tr.at under his direction, tné
conducies o se ives as they did. Ana ! guess itw
that was C'f‘lef. He had no contacy, no u.)aii.!‘-’e cont
comrmunity at all, Very unlike the chief that wenz
ig very visibie and zssessible.

It was 3 SUCCESS in Terms of Dring'ng nes0le Togel
Ve rae, oo 3ee there really was soms TrLIR N W2
nad never seen any Kind of aolice prutality. But th
mysell in a situation where i might see it if you!
S8 in terms of that, | think 1t was govc, it createc
Meyican Amarican gecpie and heir su Dr,:-or-t—:-rs WNE
priesis, who wererrt all Cnicanos by the way. they
Thess peonie 'nooﬂ zed in mass Lo marcn o City N
strong. | dont think they could have done that wit
incigent happening To La Raza peopis 1o morivate !
wwe've nad it, thig is enough, aiready, ‘Do sometnir
thal | thought 1o was very © affective.

in 1968, wers you aware of The Economic Doorty
Ciara Count/r

The EEQC. Yes, put not in depii.
EESC, Dwad merg Tamiliar Wik

Nt
LT R ‘.l!..h..
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1T was agveriised. it
support from many Taci
that soms of them ﬂ"e
3hould §put this? % ,
our faderal Tuncs an iV
1iKe that, | thought it wes
/

T Q07T @8 awiui 0T of press. -
1ons. 1t was an interssiing
rﬁaliv Tongue and chesk, ki g
memoer writing a poem one tine, "Give us this
e ar s from Community dariicipation” sometns:
Was funny. well u nfqmu atsly, 1 get Lapkez, '.
oul’elin 002RG, aha Ong Cay A reporisr came in, ang ey phinted fiup hike s
Was & 3erigus thing. | enou nt. Oh my God! | ur it was just a gag, you
Know, DUT uhi When there is problems Bike that, s Tninkl on2 plessis
160K .u:r"‘r robiems - 00"' nG for them. in som— Ways § e a"e Kind of
:)*','T it pecause the Airector Bob. ! think, hac gone 16 schoo! to the Tourtn
grade or something, anc here he was running this nuge or ucraf“ S0 you
Rave sttt in Drog ames, and Mayde, 15 1S 40Né On PUrDose, | SON T KNow.
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NEr2TWES The COMMUNnILY 2isasaa’

95,3 NINK 50, 1T AGIh ﬁl;
¢ get help, and how 6 200
aucation, and in terms ik

13 neck o7 2 10T 300Ut whers 16
Leta say the COrmLnity got an
ﬂ'\ iy f

Jcod.

ey Y. PATL TN - - T~ - -im -
Was fnere any parandia adout Ing government surveiliance among the
ingividuzis involveds
' Ve [ S s prey i - - - =77
On Cog west 1 think so. | don't think it was iust parania either. | really
Gon' -

Do yeu know of any persons that were investigatea
SuUre | TeMSmDer When We USeL 10 g0 10 City hall, march on 1o city hall,
merr were rimes wha r‘. peo::-ze wouic pnetograph us as we stood at the

Croprene, and they weren reporiers from the Marcu ry News, ‘We never
Saw Ehe DhoTOS. Laler thers was a quy a:swm:o to this area from the
Justice Department Community Reidtio ng. Sirvices, and | became riengs
with nim first, ana then iovers with m"l iater. | found out from r‘m nat
mMost 47 43 nad docies it Wasnington (mest of ¥s). And Se, he Kngw more
abeut me and about 211 the people arcung ma than | realizad ar -vb{my &new
I wouid have never :‘omc out i i hadn't geen close 16 nim. So 1 wouldn't
call it parancia. it was real, It was reai.

S0 what were some of the conseguencss of © investications?

His purpos: was 1o come in and fit in, and ing out what neoole were doing.
T‘w‘ﬁ W22, | NNk, 2 167 6f fear that thera WU oe a G.:ra,ar'c..w within
the Mexican —-"nerl an community Me there was with tne Siacks. So there
waq a iol of fear that if they c.or L Know °v~rvthmo hat was aomﬂ on,
something reaily bad could naooen There could pe face ricts or whatever
ANnd 50 uh, ne would atteng at first. it was all 5o Very Innccent, He szic e
Was here to neip, and ali this kind of SrUff which | found out later, it
wasn't true. BuL Uh, the consequences, i don't know that thera were any. |
mean everyons was caut'ouu Sesides wnat could you 4o if tney were going
0 WaTCnh vou. what aifver nr‘cn dig it maxe. | gon't think we cared. | den't
reaily think we geve z Lam i7 anything, we were oreoapiv more

determinea to 6 whatever we .va..u:J 25 05, that Kind of Thing.
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were Countes on to help in the n"w'"n'enta *‘;
belithied oy sume of the Chicano teaders znn se ves, .
average guy, the average Cmcano but the ones that you worked with, 2n
the ones fn T /ou fouvhr witp, We used Lo have 3 _}OK the Chicanas tha
ran around with. mav used 1o say,” You Know you don't know what o say!
i you are asked out by a Chicano, and you say no, the word gets around _Pat
you zre 2 lesbian. if vou gat asked oul by 2 Cf".‘.r*ano and yo:, say yes, ing
word ¢3S out that vou 2r2 a whore.” So we F2it like no matter what we

5 Atk -~ =
did, ‘-’-"‘- WETen T going Te Comse out 3" LOo anyway.

What wers your Te2iings adout The Women's Liberation Movemend in the
SV
Okay, 1 lCn't fe2i g part af the woman's Liperalion Movement 23 Such, anc
e oTher Chicanas that | knew J°on't 188 a part of 1L 2itner. {f | had
atienced say some oF ine meetings itke of NOW, and some of The other
WOMmen's “w;n'cs groups, dul 1 Tounc that i &ien't TiTin. The Kings of things
that tney wers :'_az.’«mg apout wers foreign [ me. These were basicaily
Angic wamen. very angry Angle wamen wnd wers Jigniiag Tor what ey
consigerac their mignts. | folna that as | saw them, | thought, weil ou
alwavs nal mors PIGRIS Than | RNEC A3 much as They Teif They wers Tatring
| feif 2t we Wers tacking more. S0 ¢ JIAN't fe€i @ part of thelr movern
at ali, 2na D 41d not become invoived in it. On the other hand, | used o7
very cagiy, and | used to get very angry fnat i‘.h women §
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Twas ano win situation

Thal'sright. it was ano win sitation, ang that used o make me feg!
padiy. BuUt moreg than badly. | thirn i reit angry Very angry. hNow when |
WGIKEC 16m Garza, Garza was a Chicano mzis, alqm, and 25 I0Ng 25 1 was
workir gl.xeaco whicnlc for him, everything wa 5 H3Y. iT i dig
anything onmy o e gol very upsel. Wﬁ-‘*‘ Ewr oLe IKE 10 Write,
~fra1u hT from 'ny r‘ejrr “ana oubtish things, ne used 1o cf uose‘r. He would
Say, " t@ikad o the <h icznos in the Com mu..u,r They Gon't wan? you
writing this shit. Don't be writing arymorel’ And i said, "walt onie minute,
since wn n 4o vou rule my Hife, for Chmist sakes!” Pegp pid aven useg 1o 121
me that he would ¢o ana complain to tne Chicano ieaders Tno Chicano
leagers usec t0 say, "Can t you conirsl herll What's wrong with youl” '—Ie’c
reply, "Weil you know how she 18" That kind of thing, S0 thatl : was hillad
as a ro,ai c , NC matter what, After a while, | i€t like a roval b‘.r-:- ,

~t

b

waomen that
e way.

like a royai u:tc"z and frank
_Sn ozs:“ | was not alone. Most of ths
3510

a

iy, i d idn't give 2 =n 1rcaucel vc-
of N | KNewW
e NL"} nwr—re: 1=
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Yeah, same way. | think thelr aspirations 7or us wera 1owser than tneir

acoir::zons for h#m glves. | remember when t started in celiege, once
again | have to say | was ve'"v Graterul har. Jose talked me into it, at fhat
time, i really wantec 16 go 10 faw scheeh. ireally Wouid have 1iked 10 De

an attorney, anc | felt put cown because he would sav, "Linga , what you
Want 1o 0g I8 a secrelary.” Anc i'd say, "No, Jose. No, @ oon'l” Ancng'd

Say, "Linda, what you wani igbe iz a iezcher.” An i‘u 3ay, "Jose, ! hate
KIOS, 1 8OnT Want to D8 z teacnen” AR gl zay, "ihenz secre""‘;-’. You
get INTe these DI ¢ffices, ana thai's where ne o w:—*-" ‘Ei' na ' ThoucnL



! Se y. i dON'T WaNT 10 2¢ that, fine for
nat, but i don't want {o do . And | never did. and
; 1 allowed mysell 10 ¢ a¢ they

20N T Want (0 D8 2 G
whoever wanis 1ot
YOU €NCW ! o"*‘s say, i

it { even fearned 10 type, |

wantied me to, if | ook s22 al courses,

WO AFGCE01Y 58 3TUCH in whar ~ole forever. So te this day, ! can't type,
put Yolanga, 184 me teilvoy, ' have 1obs 3ince then and | hobe 1o always,
wnere ; 2m always given 2 sef:retary CECEUSE 0T ORIV i Can't 1ype, JUt & am
not §oing to typs. That's the way 1118 | 1ust felt put down. 1 really qic,
2nC D W3S 2 Thame eCzuse D aemire thém so much. I me2n, i'd igohize
them wnen | Tirst met them. And of course you know, they ars not Gods.
You cannol out thern on a oecestal, or theyre going ©o fail. | 4l pUT them
on a pecestal, t think. | used o think, my God, smart Mexicans. You Know,
ThiT IS incredidie, | hac 3 great, great peraonai respect for tham. | was in
aw of them, | really was. But as Time went on

No. No. 1 still think They ara male chauvinist oigs. | do even today. |
remesnier 22ing 2t 2 DiZZ2 parior OF SOMETN: NG, Somelimes we WOuls GeL
to__,u ner after meet| ngs, and Lou Carranza was there, 1t Was geliing {arz,
anc | wasn't married any longer, and | con't know if the rest of them wers
married ( n, Jack was married}, but someone mentioned Lha[ nis wife was

aiways me alone, and he said, "She wanted to marry a Mexican. That's
what :-h\. ets' And | uhouan'., this is rFai‘y incrediple. m.:, is the same
man thzl could instili in me sucn a fervor £o go dut thers and :'gnh for
rights, How Co lcbc be 56 couble standars iike that, as i just Decause
vm are marriag 10 2 Mexican, Then you are eNoscted 1o suiter Woy?

don L undarsiand, out i id recent.

Wouid you say that most did nol rematn married?

my friends, tngy ¢ig act,

RIGRL, Qui oU Know 1T was 1ike getiing rehigion. You threw youssls s¢

neavin o il Ihat notning -==*-*' seamed 1o matter. | 11t iike | nac got
invoives hat wav ; C;xangcf' My friends were ali gone. My 7ormer irgnds
ther

gecaucs ""F'“ coulan’t 'nCEF‘EZaT‘“ thiz anfierent per 50N thal was

macde N2V .’.""C':DG.,, ana | never, ever, | neve

aga i ! moved into 2 different group. g
amiiia

=
er even saw the other peonie
L un, yean, a 101 of tham 108:

Did any Cricana organizations exist at that time?

No, noT tnat | knew of. My friend Esther )no formed one catled Chicanas,
not Chicanzs, Wormen wWino Care'. E‘»u‘t it didn': “'“‘\x'vp for very |

worked for tng City. InTact, sne wo The Human Relalions

I
! reed
Cemmission. That ishow ! so: Lo Know

an
arto
"‘.E'I".

30 VOU Weren't part of Y

Yeah, | was part of it. Yeah, absolutely, 21 Spanisn surname women.

So you wers 2 part of il DO you remember when you joined it7

Weil 1T nag 1o he in 73, ince Tnatl 1S wnen he articie came oul. + don’
rezlly KNOW nOow 1000 §T 135760, Mayos a yezr at the very most,
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How offen did you meset?

robanty once a month, or mavhe 2 Hrtle more often. T would nave 10 ¢hadk
w Thner. wenac a r.sf‘o* CrO38 324TI00 97 women. Ths reubls wes Inal 3
1ot of Timez we wou-f! focus inon womens issues, ang tuo otfen it iggkey
ke ‘ve wers znii-Chicano. Vouxnow what i am saving. A loT o7 whaT we
had £ ﬁisruss wers graplems we had witn tne Chicands n charge, and
somehcw it seemed defrimental 1o the movement 23 a3 wngie | oF Us o e
meeting and discussing what we snoulu '10 apout tb at or the otpm‘

-)

We "2a 70 keep it really HGnT weight, 3¢ we woula 2D a0 anyone’s Lo
And then 2t the same time., i1 seemed mw Nraf Wers we i meeting for it w
were t'\at wmefrective, Why 50iher? Thers was an awrii! 10T »:u 40, We
weran Hike the Angio femaiss in what we ﬂfantec On they na aa ot of

--
=
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v
e

et
Sm / Lhings, What we 52w 23 se;E'__f things We Teil we had 2.:6% of hesvy
ssugs (¢ Tace. we feit {hat Wl T The men we were being r'w"r*t"n*r*,at':c
aa?'nc:_ AN We Were xepl Trom nelaing czscent pesinions in the

commumt; whereas Ing A glv wow—n were nob, We dion't see nem

suffering 2:1 the kinds of d scrimination thal we did, s¢ we couldn't relate

to them very w e}} in fact, we ¢idn't feel 33. "y for them, to tell you the

truth. Q"f sy mea 1oken, wwnn we zerced in on our crob‘:ems, to often
-they were in onnacrwn with Chicano male

Did the Chicanc maies recant you for that?

don’t kngw, You Know, | Ihink They used to make fun of ys. {don't thinx

L TNgy recented us €0 mUCh, | Think we wers Aumerous “¢uhem. Meican
MEN nave aiways mae mke“ about women. You know | had uncles, sut not
Drothers, ina: were in £hat age bracket, anc other men in the family, anc .

O.
'")

S
kKnew fhat they ’Cr(EG apout women Ueneraw if you are a mothe &
gaugnues ,yo mow tna-' YOU are sacreq, or it youare a ar aﬁcmot‘}er Ut
beydnd that, vou know mcan oeor\}c are vary hard on women. | think ¢
wemen as weil as tne men

f\a
o

Due 1o the suosmissive steraoivpe of the woman?

ean, and yel 1L 1S 2 sterediype hat | don't <now why it exists, reaily
ber‘ause in my own family, and in a lof of the | familiés that | nave seé n, |
think that wé are very mairiarcnal. | tink my granama ruled the roos:,
and | know my mother ruled the roost. When i was married to aMexican
maie, { was in cnarge. So where ¢¢ we gat this business of being
subrnissive. 1don't see it. Mayoe in sore areas, but cer‘famw not in
running a nome. No net there, ! saw Us as being in charge Thers. whera we
coulen™ seem 1o get anead was when we Irieg 1o get inlo any iind of
higher ,pan ng of nigner pestions in the cr:mrr.t.mj 1t dient manter

« D

[}
tinap it = - - - ~ P
whethsar it was an A lGiG D0ssS, or 2 Chicang 5223, Their raaciignwas hs
came.

o~

brior To 1672, when that article Came out, thers wasn't any woman's
organizations?

NOT thatl | knew of. There were really strong woman at that fime that
were inveived, r strong women. | saw fhem as reallv strong. !
ramamper there wac a hma when tnere was 2 photo sessien ﬂr Mexican
American woman. We all went 0 568 1T, an¢ it Was 4one 2y, ! Think,
Drirna ‘;‘:y‘ maies. We were shocked at GUr picTures becauss iners wasn 'f. 2
Singie woman wind was -sﬁmh ng. we 2l tooked realiy studborn, hard. am
detErminad. We didn't 100k 3 oft, and farsinineg, not at al! And there w2

(n (-

A
=
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part of (T that was really ofiansive. [t was the 1irsT Time nal; had 3220
Chicanas N‘tﬂOUL ﬁmn iothes on, tike in pernographic 2oses. And | was
really Turned off Dy il § nagG never seen mvtnmg & <e- .f‘c.-, and I wag just
really *ez!‘v turned: f ARG mEst of Ine women | knsw wers aiso, w2
WET2 JUST U3l 10 S8eing 2 Whils wOman 4o [hat, DUt ns =var for a Mexican
Americen wen nan 10 D03E 1ike that, and husband and dwife ang cnild-all
nuge. T was 2 tetal =nock

What a0 you thing v thelr main goais”

They prodasity wanied 1o get ahead like averyone glse. They prodadly
waniec some respect. They Dropabiy wanteg Jecent gay and 2 Cescent
£OSILIon tna:‘s probabiy aii we wanted. Maybe 1T wenac 2 1St ot ataw
things that we wantee we would Hke L very mucn if Maxican Americans or
white ma?,_, d d N0t Snicker i owe ame Inls The rodm. 110 0ot make
commeniz a2t the fact that we nad fargs orezsis, ang irisd 16 Conlral
themseives | rom saving or Teeling, that we w ai not e and
wanting o cet ial c JL.,,‘, oecau:e‘vc were Mex Arnzricar. And we
facecd 2 iot or sterectypes. We justwanted a Htile bit of respect ike

Rodney Dangerfieid. GOt No Respect.
Do you fee! the Chicana has morea power today than in the late 60's7

f think so, Of the women thal were invoiwd at thal time that ! arr* stiil in

;ouch with, they went on, they used that experience 10 bulld on. They
didm't just do this in the 50's and then walk away from it ang QC DacK. We
never G.o 30 hactk. We ian't go oac.< 0 the kitChen and r2ising ¥ ids, anc

that's all. Anc that's ail we Usad 10 do befure | got invaived. ‘\laﬂe of
dig zna':._‘ We ail ihoved on, moveda up, 1 wouid nope movea up, sarn Det:
money, did sometning with ourselves. So, Yean! I'm proud of what we'vs
cone.

Do you helisve vour SuCCess encouraged other women?

Sure, apsoiunely, pacause we ring other peonie 310ng, younger peogis. Al
least i aiways have. IT 1 saw someoqe inat was "‘y rIg Lo Qe anead anc sne
1s Menican American, even i sne's not, and | coulc see ?'here was promise
there, | worked VP"‘/ very hard to mc ude these peoo!s 2, n them the
FOpes. it MALIErs Who YoU KROW. . it MNalisls now many se::: YOU KNOW. LY
matiars thai you don't’accept this King of trzatment. Anci i You gon't
accept 1T ang maxe it well Known | ro.ntne oeginning, then they are not

go.ng G ireatl you t ‘hat way. Yeah! | dof ely feeiitnas.  _
You Know | got Lo teil you on tape, this isa very funny thing = |
who Care. Esiher is actually a dlSLant usin of "mr‘e '-\"G sne
Anglc 25 vou can ge» But, we were all ymr Lo de Vﬂ“v 2xican t
time. Shé formec this group and none of US,-none of us in Lr arcup C
really spean pﬂn.C“ viry well 50 we Got this lady. wna: Was nern
| don't remnember. Now, we got this lacv o trave! arounc Ww1tn us cause
spoke neautifui Spanisn. So, we'd tell her what we wanisd her 10 3ay, 2
then she’ a say it, and it was great. Weu Esther got us on televisicn,
Channe! 2, some newscast in'Jack | oncow Square.” So, we take this ag
with us and we are going to put her on te! c:wsmn rgnit She got terr.ne :
we got her there and the woman couldn't talk. She got into stiock and was
sheking and the newscaster said, "You got {0 haw“. i satd, “we can't, we
Qon'T XNOW NOw 10 Speak Spanish good éncugh”. He 3ays , You ot te, Ihig i3
Tive, you knew”. So i 3aid, "You, Gol, On my Godt 3¢ the two 6F US ware
there znd we looked terrified, ferrified. 3o LNEY 23KeC U What was i we
waniec. Ang she cajg. "Necesitamos pollos™ She was irying 1o say
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necesitamos apoiles. The guy looks at me then, and says, "Poroue?” anc |
said, wes rying Te say we nave 2 10t 0f pr eccur—* ar‘d | aalc, renemes
MLCA0S OrISIONBS.” ANG S¢ YouU <n0w, | HhinK thea hat newscast 2
couple of Time. It was horribie We never did 'hﬂr c.ga’. P gign't do thet
AGAIN. SEINET (O nersel! :aujm U ON2 MOTE Uime aTier that, causs 3ne 13
ré2l Tun They agked her woulo yau come a2nd intercef 7or these peopls 2t
INIS MesTing 20C SNe 5214 surse. ure i 307 Sha s ke That. e snows
up, and thers’s ail tnis tecnnical information she has 02t £o say ip Spanisn
"weil, | could sither 81T there ana make 2 7061 of mvssy Hike when we went
on tslevision” she said, or | could faint. “So, i fainted

But asicde from the funnyness of it, she was genuine In wanting €0 4
SOMETNING TOr uS. ARG 17 AoINIng 21se, this Tunny groug, it gave us 2
Cotlisior, 2 feglinQ if 2oluision Hey, I'mngl in nngmmr thngs, they reaty
do treat 23 iike this. How are we going to ceat with that. Soitwas a
DUNCH 07 Wwomen wilh a Commaon Dropiem, sometimes, we ourselves,
sometimes other people. But at least W“ cauld feel anc share, Yean, i am
not alens 1n this rm—:‘s: | am "IOL imagining tmrg problems Go emm, and
this is how | nandied them, what do you tfink about that and that Kingd of
thing. So we were al! in the same boat, a bunch of single mothers with 2
bunch ot kids.

PAA = A -~ e YAy
MOSt 07 The iadiss were 5ingie?

MOST of Tnem 2nd most nac fitie kids tha:‘: TN WaY 1T Was when we wers
yourf' YOUr 2ge. You get oul of hign school ang you Ja- marrigd and have
igs.” Mobody cven askad vou 22 oF 1oig vou-that's the way it was, It was
expecbed so'we were ail kKind of 0n the 3ame boat. But | am proud of the
group cause we real ‘./ Nave rown, We reaily nave Grown.

¥ =31 ~ s ‘ - ] ] s 14 b o
Wwitle vou were working 7or the HRC, you puniisnec sketches.

Okay, | never worked 7or tners No. what happened was | was 2D00Inies
commisioner oy Nﬂrm Mineta i the time he was on city council, Ang:
quess he 7al lked 0 the major, and they appsiniecme a ‘.mrrm_-,.\..ner.
Esther, on the otrer nand ‘worked for the commission. it was a director
and nis siaft AR c then, we had this table of commissioners that met
menthly 10 get poiicy and so forth.

(‘[J \'h

]
)

Were any of your skeiches sver censored’

{
<«

No, noT reaily. They talkeq about cer*somﬂ not only my skeicnes put me

DEFIOC. ARG 'h & Wac 3 ::m# tha t, | thought, wait 2 mmmu thers was
cause afier 1: ‘._s wno;ﬁ atowout over the sketch, And the Tacrt thart  wag
Saving MminCerities wera treated gifferentiy, wnich was true, they did laxs

b (S
some act Oﬂ and | had cone a Gl"c:.’\.fmg or rnv;esf wearing a gag and tnat
never got printed That's rue.

Which was your Taverice cketca’
Propzbly The one Thal you szw N the arlicle. it was of my ex-nuspand and
al tnat time thatt gig it fhere was 2 'oD of sadness in ne sketcn. But

v
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N2t s now | felt ingide, reiative o WR2T wWas happening to us. | relt 2 10t
OT Sa2dness, a ot of an nge tos. an awfui fol of anger. And tne cartgons, |

Use T0 justnava fun with those, Thai's a}i, just Tun.

. R ,-.-~',-
fOUN SK2iZhes nae an 'maz )

ARIYS 410

VL. glanviime nz nolice hgorr.”ﬂr; N‘“s an." }oeove INe SoUNCi 1o ds
SCETHING Wiln This woman, Ve ftention. Don't foreet
We uwﬂ"-e TVING 10 GeT tnat ing of ;. G mcuor‘ inTront of the press. The
Press wasn't really qoing to print aryrting, but anytime thers 1 2
Controversy, then it's a S7ory  So thare WE3 2 CeNiroversy and inat was
good "t Fougnt it ali forward, very good,

WhICh sketch causaed he most uoroar?

Fhgt ons of that m K the rezzon it did wac beca;se P ihe

caplion underneszin, "e3lly burneg them uo nart i was

IMDtYInG that thay tre i€ padly, and fney dig !h:, one. let's a2,

Human Be:‘ngs{ na anneot be giviced into two o 2s3es, those
ly e

Who may safely 500t by police, and those who may nol” See
that's why the &Yy go1 50 anc*rv ﬂerauqe YO wersa Impi ing that's what

nap ened 1o Mexican Ame ricans in this community, put’in truth it wa

what was napocrﬂmg YCul u:a\,i-- have seen a few r‘omns age cown .n
Southern Cal irornia, and there were Some Blacks that posao as regular
Citizens anc they wers bearan Oy the police force. it was that kind o7
thing nere, very much se. 1<:’\wrﬂara has created a lot of cnanee out the
chisl we had _..e.. f“'urcw Was very very gifierent, So it naﬂnmuc, don't

1
know why they gented ; What de vou Go stay up fate ang think up 2!
e - AT,
g3 “\.."3‘_--':\. S

IMPACT OF MOVIMENT ON FAMILY/COMMLN Ty

v = oy -~ ~ -1 -
/our second ustand was SUGDCrive”

Yeés, 171t hadn an av | 8on't Tthink | 2ouig have coiten invelveg zc
deeply as | diC‘ cecause after all, he was there 1o care for iz children
and 1o take rare of TNNGS When | wash't Thers, 1ats facs 1z, i vou reaily
get invglved in Someining like the Movimierts ang yOuU nave 2 10t of
commitment, it (akes 2 167 of time. A lot 5¢ cime and a loz of en rgy.
&xpended a 1ot of time and eneray into it

Becauss e Wasn't invoived, dig Ne consiger nimse T Mexican American?

Yes, ong that dossn't make waves, Coesn't cause oroclems. You know that
Lind, 50 he was pot supportive. He was just tolerant, and later ne Wasn't
gven tolerant

in oidest P2 NS Crown un verv Contuses acour what he s Wreni got
MVolved in The Cﬁ.caﬂ,c Movement with Uozs ana SYEryone, . had x108 fhar
nad never bwn anyIning out Analc - the Wav Ihey sounded, fre way they



gressed, 2ng the way They acizgd, whent Jo
began bringing alot of other persoectives’ 2t
ey sicved o on Gt 27:SCT34 The gldest as
10 Whal he was. ! fememder, he goL in 2 fig
S2aving tnat e was Mexican (and N2 10CKS
He didn't ik Mexican zi all, ang | remamos: 0w
ou ARG ¥OU Arg MEkican, they woull ask im. H

2 237 ng Seans, that's new F Knew.” But iy
T i3 02V, N S22MT CONTUSL] To me. Laier, ~oT 2° the e, o u-‘_;::;_
'Dwas very aetrimsntai 1o nim. | thought fhat i TR TRy wars
“827TING BT The TiMe, dul | gidnoureatize what an | LMy being
invoived was going Lo have on them, who had De2n Drought ue @ totaily
gifverent way, S0 whnzt hagpensl was that ! COmiE Wihat ne
Thougnt 2s Mexican as coTsinle. Whan ther qang of ¥703 That

Gion JegErenT,
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Sur ered drain damage, s 0 she was not affectad by what was hapoentd

She coks airight, but she is 2 child in her own mind. The next one was
Jaraes He £OT VETY 0N usec 2128, but difierentiv from the other ooy, He
starisd ,"aVll". NEFOES © &t ware Mexican, He always talked about Senita
JUBMSZ, WNICH | guess was 2 president inMexico. S0 1T hac more o7 2
05 IMIGECT On im. Re Ccoull 2ee wnatl !t was doing getting inveived in
:mngs, and ne GIon'T WENT 10 §2T Invsived 10 1T 30 MUCh, SUL A2 tock oride
in it Now tnere came Lestie. Lesile isalol tkeme. Sh2isas raooer
qne G"[ in troubie. She "eallg raad ev *yt‘ning that came 16 the house. She
witpessed what w '

& t

i i@ g0 on marches mrn
it ev,ﬂ “.'\"*"\ 'hov gidn't reaily
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S0 yQu see, ney .«fer
ungerstand it
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whv ang 2ng said, "Because thers 1S no justice 707 2il, | saw wha
L=y P - - - F o H
haspeneC.” Sherezlly 0ol inte a lot of troudie,

Shewas 7. | Quess 5L 0or 2ng grace, wWhen | found oul what was hapbening
to her, | went down 12 the school The e acne* hag taken z very iarce 503
and put 1t around her, 2nd saic that nong of the Cnildren couid P aik (o ner
YOu KNOwW 1D wWas scary, Dul | osatg, "Look she ig entitied 1o ner giinions
sven if ene i oniy asmall Ccnild. f am scrr‘f TNET 1T 18 UDSELTING YOou, 0Lt
that ‘s h.er oo‘;mcn " So took Ce ur 3he ig stiii hLe that., She i
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LINK TN2T CeCause the me- X nancee ‘.'_ ali the time. Tney grew up
HNKING Tngy wers American Then tnay ook up Mexicer americzn
TR0k UL Chicang, and -:-“ar: nexi ‘r‘.:.“.fj ney Lnew Twas Hicoanic

i
Vi
EY w’un\.;r:- NTICH 3ne ﬁ%a:iy; 0L, "fay gegne tite Tar 2



particuiar ooint in Thetr 1ife, and another one fits Tor another 20int 0

m =i 197 3 : Bir 1 ' = ' § = = i
heir Hife. ! Jon't KOOW. SUl! oo 0w thal it wasn't as oravaisnt 25 i
ONCe 'Was - Tne erm.

FrOM YOUr Derteniion, What was the impact of the Chicane Movemen: on
the iocal Chicans anc Non Chiczno community?

First of ai! on the iocal Chicang.

I Ingugnt it Created 2 fremencius aware _nes- of “r\e fact ipat there was 2

£y

very jarne Chicano popuiation hers, ail s L ‘n:
NewWIpaners and thers wers groups that HETE SHOWR OR TV 2nd There wers
Crofesis and whal have vou | Q0N T Think 0eopis fealizag they nad thas
mzry Chreang neghoors, 1T was 2 quiet communily, an unknown
community, Tnevyuse 19 1alk a00Ul NS SIEeRingG (NERT TNEl 2t awarens
ANG thal weas :,-"wa's‘:;f 2 gocd cescrislion for me, | oecame aware ¢f ail
these Chiceano peopie that exisied Forme it was iike speming up a whole
new worid. Sumenow you tended £o think, Chicanoz.wers in fhe sastside
Nt g {

But we Tound that € \ g r
Be""‘/ct‘:a Milpitas, | mean there were Cnicangs everywnere. A
that they ceuid cor“e 1ogether as a force weas fabulous L
terrific sense of id ntity, 2 terrific sense of power 2
article that | wrot ! FRIAK 1T ,vas caiien the "Barrio
about Now my faith and nope Tor Chic ancs was bij
didn't ,a"e. bdign't care tnat it was bling fai
was 0 {I. Bul Defore that | never gven knew
naan’ '. S0 a-'-ar,, .97 tpe icgal Chicanes, I
the non Chig
ENoUgn 56 th
pefore that |
within ourcei
were wiih 1

T il Took it eat50r7
way bening, and:
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ayeniually with some res;

Gon't LAk 1'a 52 COING wat | am €oing now 17 we nadn't.

mean | nad nevsr done 2nyThing out 0F the XIICNen 0eT0rs, and | am making
a film. Yeahi 1t mage dig changes

Why do vou belteve the Chicane movement has digg aown a pit?

[ den't thank it has cleg down, T think 1T Ras Cnznged. | InInK it has Cnanged

2161 07 The MILTants that you nad 2 uime iney gecams intelieciuars
M _f mim = R Y - " - [ o R R

A 10T of The people Thar were very Qrass rocis sither pelame oetie




adliCaTEC and MOvas U 10 SOM2 20SITIONS Somewnsrs. And there was ne
ionger a naed to yeit ang scream and demand action, Thév nad action, and
thev wers now wWorking 21 Sometning 4ivierant than what ey staried oul
Lo de. SO, i gon't see te as aliglne, | 32¢ I @ reaiiy very Changed. & am
stiil The same person hat | was at that ime. 13001 gt angry. | 34 get
S2C. Suliam not fignling ine way 1 used 10 Tight. Thers "3 0o need 10 £¢

J0Wr T 2Ty Mall ang SCream, §Lan do much mOre The wav . Work now
H!W, mors, My Contacts ars eowerr‘ui. My e 18 gifferent. Qut it dogsn’s
mean thatl | am denying wnatl i am. | am w. At | am. Dul | fave movecs away
from baving Lo scream 2t peopis, d have Lo say, "Hev, ok al me, I'm
qua.” eq. ! can do tnis” They 2l r'acy NS Uo, wnal |am guzabivied and thatl
can go this. And they are saying me very nangsomely Tor doing it

cm =is
You hgve proven yourssls.

wnat was your most positive exp rigence auring the mevenment?

wWhat was my. most positive experience? | think that it wouid have to be
fincing myself, Tinding my own strengths, finding ine seif confidence that
| found. Un, that would be the {inest Thing.

Ang whal was the most negative”

The most negative was the fact that, | think, | looked aiffzrent to the
ANDIO maiss that i came in contzact with. Once | had more agucation, once |
Nad more exserience, | became 2 different Gerson Inan ing Gerson they had
7irst met, th & housewife ihey haa first Met. but in the ayes of the Chicane
| GON'T think that | ever changec. i think tney 5till saw me 2s a housewife,
a Mexican American iemale. :“,w\,rre!t the “espe T, ar‘.n'. e feeling of
confidence on the part of the Chicano orothers, like | did the admiration of
the angic mais.

56 Ine Anglo respected vou more”?

Yec, | aiwavs .* . i"a: thal was he case. | wouid nave 1o say 1hat's stili

prooabiy stiil true. Anc £hat is sad

IS there anyIhing you would have done differentiy?

Looking pack, | don't think | would have been so in "aw” of the Mexican
mziss ;:nar ! had 10 come in coniact with, ine vnec I workeg with, the ones
I marchad wilh, the ones tnatl gave me direction. If | hagn't been €6 1 "aw”

wit
of Them, ! Mignt Nave iound mysaif soon =.= m;gjht have progressed z lot
faster, but 1 Suent a lot of time @uk'n D 10 zornebody as ao0ssed 1o 1ust
gett -'w U e 'wef-:— anG 20ing it mysall. The one thing that 3;:2 v, really
would anwur e any Mexican lemafe “’1 K1<an American, Hisoanic, Chicane,
OF Whatever ¢ /c | themsaives, the 6ne thing that | fee] reaily good
about that ! that { think other woman :rouﬁ; do, is not e afraid of
anyining in zerms of a chaiienge. Just tecause :..e/ Say Wwe nesc someone
to de this in such, and you've never‘ done it, s all the rmore reasoq wrv YOu
should say, "Let me try it", pecause you never know how much you €2n
arow. YOu never kKnow now much you can make of yourse:f Mcq“ You Lai‘(x.
2 name, 2nd g8t OUT There anda Iry something new. Don't ¢ airaic .Trg.f

('].)

anvthing, deGCSﬁ[‘T‘ctth it vou make a fooi of yourseii, i aoesn?
marter 1f you 7ai iar’wn couple of Times. Jecause you can really, rezily
exgard. ! mear, the sy is ihg Hmil, The shy 15 the timit, S alwave, lust

26



I o

~ i i F T
PaoRang oack you wouta”

dean

<
T

e Vol 1 e ir ol
art Yest Dwyoulc o it 3ttt

Car you name wne Tive mest instrumentai oeopie in the movement?
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Un, Tarrases is ong, Jose Carrasce. Joacun Brito, Ernestina Garcia,




