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by Dr. Steven Best

Thirty-four years have passed since the U.S.
celebrated its first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.
While citizens honor the earth one day a year,
corporations and their state clients trash it every
day, non-stop. As species vanish and ecosystems
collapse before our eyes, it is clear that a new
ethic and radical social change is required to

forestall utter catastrophe. - PAGE 28
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GONTERTS:

Notes From the Cultural Wasteland by Morris Sullivan Janet Jackson
appears at the Superbowl, and Ecce Mammal! so does her right breast.
Entire nations crumble in the aftermath, leaving Mel Gibson to fiddle
while Jerusalem burns. * PAGE 8

Battle The Monsanto Milk Beast / A Corporation That Breaks
The Greed Mold by Jim Hightower The evil that is Monsanto and the
surprisingly compassionate company that is Costco. * PAGE 10

Spinning The Past, Threatening The Future by Norman Solomon
Top Bush administration officials are going all out to airbrush yesterday’s
Iraq war deceptions on behalf of today’s. And tomorrow’s. ¢ PAGE 11

Born To Die by Heather Moore Approximately three or four million cats
and dogs are euthanized in animal shelters across the United States each
year. Yet puppy mills and breeders continue to churn out animal after
animal like tools on an assembly line. * PAGE 12

Round & Round We Go: Gearing Up For The Big Race by Morris
Sullivan Barring miracle or catastrophe, the choice for most voters will be
four more Bush years, or John Kerry. The war for the White House will be
fought hard; here’s a preview of the battle strategies. * PAGE 18

COMICS: The Muddlemarch by Neal Skorpen * PAGE 21

America: Home Of The Hateful by Jeff Nall No better proof of the
U.S.'s sorrowful reality exists than the recent outcry of opposition to gay
marriage, as expressed by politicians and, in particular, the American
people. » PAGE 22

Bolivia Despierta-Bolivia Awake by Kari Lydersen Today, things are
relatively calm in Bolivia. But the stark divisions between rich and poor,
the debilitating effects of globalization, corruption and internal divisions
still exist, and citizens say they expect more upheaval or drastic political
change in the near future. * PAGE 34

The Little Mermaid: So Round, So Firm, So Fully Packed by
Adam Finley Rather than feign concern for the public, the tobacco industry
would probably do much better if it took over the movie industry completely.
Essentially, every actor in a film would be smoking non-stop. * PAGE 42

COMICS: The K Chronicles by Keith Knight * PAGE 43

Corporate Crimes Against Animals by Pattrice Jones With the daily
crises that threaten ecosystems and animals, the esoteric details of
accounting scandals and insider trading can seem both incomprehensible
and beside the point. But most corporate crime is not abstract and much
of it has a direct impact on animals and their habitats. * PAGE 44

Old Presidents and New Theocrats by Gary Sloan Whether the
immediate provocation be placement of the Ten Commandments in
courthouses or school prayer, the new theocrats seek to undermine the

Establishment clause of the First Amendment. ¢ PAGE 48
Quickies: A Little Bit On A Lot of Records * PAGE 50
Activist Event Listings: Join a protest, attend a rally. * PAGE 62

"Marriage has been undermined by divorce, so
don’t tell me about marriage. Don’t blame the gay

and lesbian, transgender and transsexual community."

"What we are doing to the forests of the world is
ourselves and to one another."

"The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don’t have any."

-- Chicago Mayor Richard Daley, 2/19/04

but a mirror reflection of what we are doing to
-- Gandhi

-- Alice Walker
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A Fact from IMPACT: Today's U.S. forest land area
amounts to about 70% of the area that was forested in

1630. Since 1630, about 297 million acres of forest land
have been converted to other uses—mainly agricultural.
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“I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves, and if
we think them not enlightened enough to exercise control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy
is not o take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.” - Thomas Jefferson

From
the
'Editor

It's hard to believe that this is the 50th is-
sue of IMPACT press. When | started the
magazine in 1996, | never would have imag-
ined it would still be alive and kicking after
eight years—and now, 50 issues.

The first issue came out in March 1996,
followed by one in April and one in May. |
foolishly believed that | could publish an
issue each month while working a full time
job at the same time. Because of time con-
straints, IMPACT then became bi-monthly,
with issue #4 coming out in August 1996.
Going bi-monthly turned out to be a good
thing, because, to this day, IMPACT just
barely manages to break even as a bi-
monthly publication. Coming out each
month would have been an economic di-
saster.

Initially, IMPACT was mostly available
around Florida. | wanted to increase the
magazine’s circulation—which started at
8,000—to expose more people to it. |
reached out to IMPACT's then-small email
list and asked if anyone would want to dis-
tribute the magazine, voluntarily, in their
town.

The response was huge. As a result, there
are now 12,000 -copies of each issue of
IMPACT spread over 50 cities around the
U.S., facilitated by a group of very cool, very
supportive individuals who volunteer to get
IMPACT out to the masses. Without them,
most of you might never have found this
copy of the magazine!

But before the magazine even gets into
those distributors’ hands, it is put together
at my house. No, it's not run out of some
fancy office—just in an extra bedroom in
the house | share with my girlfriend (who is
also the magazine's copy editor). That's
where the pages are laid out, the advertis-
ing calls are made and the boxes are taped
up to be shipped to those distributors.

Without anything to publish, though, IMPACT
wouldn't be but blank pieces of newsprint.
It's a privilege to have so many great writ-
ers and artists who are willing to volunteer
their creative abilities to IMPACT.

So, after eight years and 50 issues, what
has IMPACT done?

Well, we've covered everything from the in-
justice in Chiapas, Mexico to homophobia in
America to art censorship. Michael Moore
was interviewed in issue #18 and same-sex
marriage was first discussed in issue #25,
while the cover story of issue #30 questioned
the existence and relevance of Jesus Christ.

It was in April 2000 that IMPACT first started
covering animal rights and vegan issues. |
had gone vegan in May of 1998 but it took
me a while before featuring animal rights
content in the magazine. Now it's a very im-
portant issue for me and one that IMPACT
will continue to deal with in each issue. The
first animal rights cover story (issue #32,
April/May 2001) on downed animals enter-
ing our food supply, received an honorable
mention from Project Censored.

More recently, IMPACT has dealt with a
myriad of issues, including the separation
of church and state, globalization, the war
in Iraq, and the 2004 election.

So, what's to come?

Who the hell knows?! We'll continue to take
on socio/political issues that aren’t getting
exposure in the mainstream media and
we'll try to present topics that other alterna-
tive publications aren’t messing with. We'll
fight to get Bush out of the White House.
We'll continue to educate on animal rights
and veganism with the hope of getting read-
ers to consider lifestyle changes. And, of
course, IMPACT will ;:ontinue to be free
wherever you can find it (including on our
web site: www.impactpress.com, where we
post a portion of every issue and have ar-
chives dating back to December 1996).

So, as | say goodbye to issue #50 and start
to think about #51 (the process never stops),
| want to thank everyone who has ever helped
with the magazine in any way and anyone
who has ever bothered to pick up a copy.

* ¢craig mazer -
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Are You Eating
Genetically Modified Food?

housands of name-brand products in your grocery, like many
Kellogg's cereals, are made with genetically engineered foods.
Yet doctors and scientists have warned that these foods may
not be safe in the diet or the environment. '
You can avoid GE food with the Greenpeace True Food
Shopping List. The List is available at www.truefoodnow.org |
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When the votes are counted, the votes of
the candidate with the least votes are re-
assigned to their next choices, until the

IMPACT:

Thanks to Heather Moore for her excel-
lent expose “Is Their Blood on Your Back”
(Issue #49) regarding the world of wool,
down and leather! It is shocking to learn
the depth and breadth of animal abuse
in these industries. Since there are so
many cruelty-free and stylish clothing al-
ternatives, everyone should make com-

election results in a majority winner. This

system is working today in Australia and

for the mayoral election in London, with
new governments adopting the system
day to day (e.g., San Francisco).

Finally, many states in the US allow cross-
endorsement by political parties, so that
parties may maintain separate identities
while cooperating, if they choose to do so,
on the election of a common candidate.

passion the fashion and avoid clothing

that is inherently inhumane to animals.

Sincerely,
Elaine Sloan
NYC, NY

And Sullivan suggests that it would be ir-
responsible for US citizens to put anyone
other than a battle-hardened political in-
sider into the White House. Were Brazil-
ians irresponsible for electing a President
from among their own working class
ranks? | don’t think so. If we can get a
normal, citizen-president into the White
House, | think it would be a victory of the
people.

IMPACT:

The article by Morris Sullivan about third
party options misses the point. Third par-
ties of all sorts will be able to better rep-
resent their constituents if voters are not

consumed with concerns over their can-
didate becoming a “spoiler,” taking their
votes away from a candidate who does

There is enough expertise at the nation’s
disposal to assist our “Commander-in-
Chief” with the delicate issues of foreign

policy.

not represent their interests, but is a

lesser-of-two-evils defense. Citizens
must strive to be alert for ways to im-

prove the structure of democracy, instead
of taking the current system for granted.

Sincerely,
Chris Holme
Amherst, MA

For instance, Lani Gunier, an African-
American legal scholar, has proposed
several alternative systems of propor-
tional representation that provides a

IMPACT:

voice to minorities (be they race, ethnic

44 i It always boggles my mind when Chris-
or political), rather than the standard win-

tians insist they have no doubts what hap-
pened 2,000 years ago when there were
no eyewitnesses. There were no cameras
or tape recorders back then nor were any
interviews conducted. We don’t know what
happens behind closed doors in the White
House and cameras are always present,
but the NT testimony is bullet proof to
these weak-minded zealots.

ner-take-all of most elections.

Also, instant run-off voting (IRV) allows
voters on ballots to list any number of
alternatives to their preferred candidate
of choice, in order of choice, so that vot-
ers may both vote FOR whomever they
find best represents them, and defend
their interests AGAINST those who don't.

Speak Your Viind. . .

P ase proof your letters. IMPACT will try to decipher them. However, help us avoid having to do extra work. ALSO - keep your letters under 400 words. Thanks!

Although Aramaic was spoken by these
people, the gospels are written in Greek,
which presents problems. It was a mis-
translation of the Hebrew of Isaiah 7:14
into Greek that resulted in the false vir-
gin birth prophecy in the first place.

How a comprehensive scenario of
these events can be ascertained from
the flimsy evidence we have, and the
contradictory nature of this so-called
evidence is still another problem. It al-
ways seems like Christians just quote
the exemplary Jesus and omit the un-
savory verses, those where he says he
does not come in peace but with a
sword, and where he urges his follow-
ers to fight against their own family
members if they are to be sincere.

The gospel accounts of the events from
Good Friday to Easter are a morass of
contradictions from start to finish. The
only thing they agree on is there was a
crucifixion and a resurrection. Who ac-
tUaIIy witnessed this, no one can agree
on. And we have unbelievable accounts
of worldwide darkness and the resur-
rection of saints that no one else in his-
tory noticed. How ridiculous is that?

So what are honest people to believe?

Another serious issue that is never
mentioned can be found in Luke 6:30
where Christians are urged by Jesus to
give up ALL their earthly possessions
and ask for none of them back. | work
with a guy who owns five homes, 3 in
NJ and 2 in NC, including 172 acres of
land in the latter, and still insists that he
has no money. He is also a deacon in a
local Baptist church that includes bible
study, so you would think he would be
aware of the admonishments against
earthly possessions. He is OBSESSED
with money. Although he could have re-
tired years ago, he is hanging on be-




Speak Your Mind. . .

Please proof your letters. IMPACT will try to decipher them. However, help us avoid having to do extra work. ALSO - keep your letters under 400 words. Thanks!

They are already living much better than

their listeners, yet urge those who can't GOt som ethlng tO
afford it to give them their last ten dollars. say about
They have no morals whatsoever. 8
. something
And what do they offer in return? They pro-
vide nothing tangible to hold onto while you'Ve read

trying to convince us that we need them to in
interpret what we can read for ourselves.

For that we should support their lavish IMPACT preSS?
lifestyles. And people fall for it.

cause he will get a smaller social se-
curity check once he leaves. Imagine
that. He lives in a house here in NJ,
rents out another, and has a third unoc-
cupied that he can sell outright for a
quarter of a million, in addition to a new
house he just bought down south and
a childhood house willed to him, but
that is not enough. And he works over-
time. He also has physical problems.
He is diabetic, has had a heart attack,
and broke his back in a car accident.
He is 68 and is planning on adding an
addition to the new house. He thinks
he's going to live forever and laughs
when we tell him this. | wish / was his

| agree completely with Gary Sloan (“Did Let us know
Jesus Exist And Does It Matter?” Issue in

#30). | do not believe Jesus Christ was a

real person who either walked the earth 400 WOI"dS
or heaven for that matter. His essay is a or less.
breath of fresh air.

son.
Send us an email:

editor@impactpress.com

Regards,

| am also appalled at the lifestyles of

some preachers and televangelists. Joe Frimmer

\egetarianisrr

® Karl Grant

For a free végéfa;ian starter kit, visit GoVeg.com or call 1-888-VEG-FOOD PETA



Notes from t e
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h?a;'ré’rs sullivan

I'm naked.

You'll have to take my word for that—you can’t see me, of course—
but | assure you I'm in front of my computer naked as a jay bird
except for a pair of house slippers (the floor is cold).

This is not a wardrobe malfunction. | didn’t forget to put my clothes
on, my pants did not fall off when | got up to get a cup of coffee, and
no one playfully yanked off my bathrobe expecting me to have un-
derwear on. Those things have happened in the past, but not to-
day. My nudity is no accident.

| won't apologize for being naked, or even claim there's a good
reason for it. | simply decided there wasn’t enough gratuitous nu-
dity in my column.

Nudity, gratuitous or otherwise, has shown up in the news a lot
lately, accompanied by its wicked henchmen, indecency and ob-
scenity. The focus started around the first of the year, when Con-
gress decided there was too much of that naughty stuff on televi-
sion and radio. While the legislators were still considering this
sticky problem, Janet Jackson’s right breast made a surprise ap-
pearance during the Super Bowl half-time show.

Justin Timberlake—perhaps the best evidence yet that western
culture is dead—revealed the evil nipple when he ripped Jackson'’s
bodice at the end of a duet with her on his song, “Rock Your Body.”
Almost everyone involved with the production immediately dis-
tanced themselves from the offending boob: The good ol boys
who hired MTV to arrange the half-time show were appalled; MTV
was both appalled and bewildered; and Timberlake pretended to
be altogether baffled by the breasticle, attributing the revelation to
a flaw in Jackson’s wardrobe.

The owner of the right breast was herself mute on the topic for

several days while her PR firm tried to figure out how to capitalize*

on it. | hoped she would eventually say something meaningful
about the incident, like, “The song was so lame, | had to do some-
thing to wake everyone up,” or even, “l just thought everyone would
like to see my right breast.” I'd have even respected her if she said,
“| have an album coming out, and if | show you my right hooter,
maybe more of you will buy it.” .

Instead, she apologized. Nevertheless, when Jackson'’s tit flopped
out during half-time, it toppled the first domino in a series that
concluded with a bill to raise broadcaster’s fines for airing “inde-
cency” and the near-simultaneous expulsion of both Bubba the
Love Sponge and Howard Stern from programming carried by
ClearChannel Communications, one of the world's largest media
conglomerates.

I don’t think this is any big loss. Stern used to be kind of interest-
ing. However, the more popular he became—and the more money
syndicators like ClearChannel made—the more his show focused
on his masturbatory fantasies. | stopped listening to Stern one
morning after a lengthy sequence in which he watched a porno
movie and described the action, blow by blow. | just didn't care
what he had to say any longer.

| heard Bubba the Love Sponge once while he talked to a female
caller while she masturbated with a dildo his producers had mailed
her. Once was enough.

Both the Stern and Bubba segments, by the way, aired during
morning drive-time. The big surprise is not that these guys aren't
on the air any more, it's that they remained on the air for so long.
Performers should consider their audience and the venue. When
you're in the mainstream, you have to take that into consideration.
If you want to say “fuck” a lot, write for the alternative press, where
no one gives a shit.

Besides yanking Bubba and Howard, ClearChannel issued a
lengthy piece of public relations horseshit they called a “Decency
Initiative.” | wrote their PR people for clarification. | explained that |
used to listen to the local talk station, which ClearChannel now
owns. Back then, the station had some talk jocks who thoughtfully
dealt with controversial topics. The station’s content has since
pandered to the lowest common denominator; its hosts now fo-
cus on toilet functions and crude sexual scenarios, and its humor
depends on racist, sexist, homophobic points of view.

| thought the deterioration began about the time ClearChannel
purchased the station, | said, but | wasn't sure. | hoped they would
help me get the timeline straight. “| also wonder how upper man-

~agement can reconcile your recent ‘decency initiative’ with the

organization’s past programming and marketing policies,” | wrote.

“Perhaps you can explain that to me.”

They didn'’t reply, so | decided to see what kind of decent stuff the

local ClearChannel stations now air. | tuned in one morning to

WHTQ, the former central Florida home of Bubba the Love Sponge.

The “John Boy and Billy Show" featured a discussion of Rosie '
O’Donnel’'s wedding to her lesbian partner. The segment was

laced with predictably sophomoric jokes about lesbians, included

references to “San Fran-sissy-co” and qbservations like, “If you

want to get a queer to do something, tell him not to do it. Snap-

Snap.”

Meanwhile, WTKS, the station that used to carry Howard Stern,
was filling the gap left by his show with repeats of their Monsters of
the Midday show, which features a variety of loud mush-mouthed

IMPACT press #30 - April/May 2004



crackers. On that particular morning, they replayed their Martin
Luther King Day show, including a monologue by Bubba “Whoop-
Ass” Wilson.

In his monologue, Wilson justifiably criticized the FCAT exams. He
also droned on about his “success,” ending with the comment
that he gets plenty of ass, despite his lack of education. “If you
want to get some ass,” he concluded, “get on the bus with the
people of colored (sic)” and sing with them, ‘We don’t need no
FCAT/We make more money sellin’ crack.” Apparently, while toilet
functions and on-air masturbation are now taboo, ClearChannel
considers racism, sexism and gay-bashing “decent.”

That's perhaps the biggest problem | have with “decency” and
“obscenity” regulations—they come down hard on nipples and
dookey jokes but ignore truly obscene stuff like
intolerance. K
couple of months, including two notable %
knockers belonging to Elizabeth Book. The

42-year-old mother of two from Ormond Beach

flashed her girls during a political protest against police
harassment during Bike Week in Daytona Beach.

Besides Janet Jackson's right one, other
breasts have made the news in the last

At various times, Book also said her bare-breasted pro-
test would confront several key issues, including the
arrests of women flashers during Bike Week, the dis-
criminatory nature of anti-nudity ordinances, and the

arbitrariness of our society’s view that the female breast

is somehow obscene.

For the record, | agree with some of her points and
disagree with others. She seems to think biker-chicks
should be allowed to ride topless down Main Street
during Bike Week. | disagree; | don't think people who
live in Daytona Beach should have to choose be-
tween staying indoors for a week or seeing some

range motorcycle mama'’s breasteses waving in
the breeze.

On the other hand, | tried to get to the protest and
see the scene for myself, and didn’t make it. | did
get harassed by the cops, however, when | got in-
the way of a pumped-up motorcycling deputy on
his way to make the big bust. Here | was, a middle-
aged guy in a minivan, and from the way the cop
was yelling, you'd have thought | was the awfulest
tattooed biker terrorist he'd ever seen. Perhaps
her “harassment” charge has some merit.

art by Collin Holmes

| agree that the ordinances and our society’s view of the female
breast are sexist, however. Think about it: If Timberlake had bared
his own breast instead of Jackson’s, the reaction would have been
much different—coast-to-coast giggling, probably.

Book got arrested. She’s going to fight it, and it will be interesting
to see how that goes; the Supreme Court has ruled that nudity is
permissible as part of a political protest.

It would be expecting way too much, but I'd love to see Jackson

bare her left breast in political protest. If she said, ‘I flashed my
nipple to protest the FCC's interference in free expression,” | might
disagree. However, as Voltaire said, “I may disagree with what you
have to say, but | shall defend to the death your right to say it.”

There are many indecencies and obscenities Janet could protest
with her bare left breast. There's the obscene and indecent war in
Iraq, for example. And | think it was pretty indecent of Bush’s Sec-
retary of Education to call the teachers union “a terrorist organiza-
tion.” Certainly, the National Park Service's decision to avoid of-
fending religious nutcases by selling books on Creationism at the
Grand Canyon gift shop could be considered at least morally rep-
rehensible.

If she were Jewish, perhaps Jackson might bare a nipple to pro-

test Mel Gibson's The Passion of Christ.
M The New York Times critic Frank Rich started a con-
troversy around this film by pointing out its anti-

Semitism. Gibson responded in an interview

W with Diane Sawyer, ‘| want (Rich) dead. | want
his intestines on a stick.” The fiim's PR people

then claimed the Pope had seen The Passion and en-

dorsed it, saying, “It is as it was.”

| decided | had to see this movie.

| won't comment on The Passion’s anti-Semitism, except
to add this: | was prepared to discount the anti-
Semitic charge and write it off to over-sensitiv-
ity or even anti-Christian sentiment. How-
ever, the damn movie’s about as anti-Jew-
ish as it could get.

The Passion is an approximately 12-
minute movie with about an hour and 58
minutes of whipping. About halfway through
the first seemingly endless beating-up-
Jesus scene, | started wanting Mel Gibson
dead. | wanted to see him fed to lions.

Can you imagine the Pope sitting through this
flick? Even worse, can you imagine him seeing
it, then saying, “It is as it was?” More likely he'd
make it about 20 lashes into the first whipping
scene and storm out, proclaiming, “leminius
Sermona Christi! Dic in Latina? Rectumi numeris non
sequitur erat!” (roughly translated: “Jiminy Christmas!
These assholes can't even count in Latin!")

If he reads this, Gibson will no doubt call for my eviscera-
tion—The Passion looks and sounds a lot like The Last
Temptation of Christ. Gibson probably knew that, because
his PR machine went to great lengths to avoid the sort of contro-
versy Last Temptation drew, banning critics and kissing religious
ass, inviting church groups to advance screenings and keeping
that Pope thing in the news.

Christian proponents of the film (and so far, all proponents seem
to be Christian) claim that The Passion moved them to tears—that
it revealed to them the degree of Christ's suffering in a way no

(NUDITY, continued on page 40)
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Batile The Monsanto
Milk Beast

If you think CorporateWorld can't get any more conniving, you haven't
figured on Monsanto.

This is the biotech outfit that's trying to profit by putting its artificial
growth hormones into our milk supply. Since consumers: over-
whelmingly reject this adulteration, Monsanto lobbyists got our
government to let this milk be mar-

A Corporation That
Breaks The Greed Mold

Do big time CEOs—no matter how compassionate and cuddly
they might be personally—have to be SOBs on the job?

Yes, says the conventional wisdom of greater CorporateWorld.
The bottom-line dictates that wages and benefits be slashed and
that offshoring be pursued with a vengeance. It's not personal, just

business. “Look Ye to Wal-mart,”

keted with no labeling of the adul-
teration, so we milk-buyers won'’t
know what we're getting.

The good news is that several dair-
ies have responded by declaring on
their milk cartons: “No Artificial
Growth Hormones Used.” The bad
news is that Monsanto greedheads
have unleashed packs of their at-
tack-dog lawyers to sue several of
these dairies, claiming that these
“No Artificial Hormones” labels
are—get this—false and mislead-
ing, because they might cause you
and me to think that natural milk is
better for us than milk with
Monsanto’s additive.

In the first place, | do think that. But,
secondly, the dairies are not mak-
ing any such health claim—they're
merely informing us that the corpo-
rate additive is NOT in their milk.
What's false or misleading about
that?

Nothing, but by simply filing these
frivolous lawsuits, Monsanto can in-
timidate the dairies into changing
their labels. It recently succeeded
with this bullying tactic against
Oakhurst Dairy in Maine. Monsanto
was prepared to spend a quarter of
a million dollars or more just on law-
yers to squeeze Oakhurst. How's a

By Jim Hightower

Jim Hightower (www.jimhightower.com) is a national
radio commentator, writer, public speaker, and author of
Thieves In High Places: They've Stolen Our Country And It's
Time to Take It Back. He has spent three decades battling
the Powers That Be on behalf of the Powers That Ought
To Be - consumers, working families, environmentalists,
small businesses, and just-plain-folks.

boom the Market Gods, directing
CEOs to follow the anti-labor, low-
wage, no benefit, move-it-all-to-
China ethic of this giant. The gods
decree that no one can out-compete
Wal-Mart, so best to imitate the
beast.

Apparently, Jim Sinegal has been
going to the wrong church. He'’s
CEO of Costco, the profitable ware-
house club retailer that's fast grow-
ing across the country. He takes a
shockingly heretical view of his job,
boasting of his company’s fair treat-
ment of employees: “We pay much
better than Wal-Mart,” Sinegal says.
“That’s not altruism. It's good busi-
ness.”

Indeed, Costco’s pay is much,
much, much better—a full-time
Costco clerk or warehouse worker
earns more than $41,000 a year,
plus getting terrific health-care cov-
erage. Wal-Mart workers get barely
a third of that pay, plus a lousy
health-care plan. Costco even has
unions!

Yet, Costco'’s labor costs are only
about half of Wal-Mart's. How's that
possible? One reason is that
Costco workers feel valued, which
adds enormously to their productiv-

small dairy going to match that?

After fighting for several months, Oakhurst has settled out of court,
agreeing to alter its label—even though Maine public opinion was
solidly behind Oakhurst and even though legal analysts say
Monsanto's legal case was silly putty.

Oakhurst is the third small dairy that this biotech goliath’s money
has beaten down, and others are targeted. For the purity of our
milk, marketplace and judicial system, we consumers need to
stand up against the bully. Call the Organic Consumers Associa-
tion: 218-226-4164. I«

REFERENCES
“Oakhurst to alter its label,” Portland Press-Herald, December 25, 2003.
www.oakhurstdairy.com

ity, and they don’t leave—employee
turnover is a tiny fraction of Wal-Mart's rapidly revolving door.

Another thing Sinegal> rejects is offshoring: “We could move [some
operations] to Bangladesh or somewhere. But what ‘kind of mes-
sage would that send to our employees? Not a good one, | think.”

While Wal-Mart makes twice as much profit as Costco, Sinegal
believes its better business to make a nice profit, but not a killing,
and to invest more in Costco’s 92,000 workers. ‘| don't see what's
wrong with an employee earning enough to be able to buy a house
or having a health plan for the family,” he says. i«

REFERENCE
“Costco Sees Value in Higher Pay,” LA Times, February 15, 2004.
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Spinning the Past, Threatening the Future

Political aphorisms don’t get any more cogent: “Who controls the
past controls the future; who controls the present controls the past.”

George Orwell's famous observation goes a long way toward ex-
plaining why—a full year after the invasion of Irag—the media battles
over prewar lies are so ferocious in the United States. Top admin-
istration officials are going all out to airbrush yesterday’s decep-
tions on behalf of today’s. And tomorrow'’s.

The future they want most to control starts on Election Day. And
with scarcely seven months to go in the presi-
dential campaign, the past that Bush officials
are most eager to obscure is their own record.
In late 2002 and early last year, whenever the
drive to war hita bump, they maneuvered care-
fully to keep the war caravan moving steadily
forward.

There was no doubt, they were a hard-driving
bunch. The most powerful squad of the Bush
foreign-policy team ran on the fuel of certitude
at such a prodigious rate that even their mo-
mentum had momentum—maybe, in part, be-
cause their lives' trajectories seemed to de-
mand it. War had been declared first within
themselves.

Perhaps such steeliness has been almost
boilerplate in history; excuses for aggressive
war have never been hard to come by. In this
case, no amount of geopolitical analysis—from
media pundits, academics and other commen-
tators—could really do more to shed light than
the lightbulb comprehension that these people
ik charge had, from the outset, made the de-
termination that war it would be.

So, every attempt at civic engagement and
demonstrations against the war scenario was,
in effect, trying to impede “leaders” who had
already gone around the bend. A very big bend.
One of the American mass media taboos was
to seriously suggest the possibility that the lot
of them—Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, Rice and,
yes, Powell—were, in their pursuit of war on Iraq, significantly de-
ranged.

Working back from their conclusion of war’s necessity, top Bush
administration officials—with assistance from many reporters and
pundits—were reading the calendar backwards, hell-bent on get-
ting ‘the invasion underway well before the extreme heat of sum-
mer.

There was also political weather to be navigated. Though much
more susceptible to manipulation than the four seasons, the elec-

One afternoon, 14
months ago, inside
a little shop in
Baghdad’s crowded
souk, a young boy
sat behind an old
desk, brown eyes
wide, quietly
watching his father
unfurl carpets for
potential customers,
and | wondered:
“Will my country’s

missiles kill you?”

By Norman Solomon

Norman Solomon is executive director of the Institute
for Public Accuracy, a nationwide consortium of public-
policy. His latest book, “Target Iraq: What The News

toral storms would
be starting for the
2004 presidential
contest, and a se-
cured victory over
Iraq well in advance seemeéd advisable.

Media Didn't Tell You,"” will be out in February. His
syndicated column focuses on media and politics.

The peace-seeking pretense was dripping with charade in the
months before the invasion. Journalists kept writing and talking
about the chances of war as though Presi-
dent Bush hadn'’t already made up his mind
to order it. Yet what Bush said in public was
exactly opposite to reality—a “one-eighty.”
When he talked about preferring to find an
acceptable alternative to war, he was deter-
mined to bypass and destroy every alternative
towar.

Rational arguments would not work to fore-
stall the presidential order to unleash the Pen-
tagon. Despite the obstacles, which included
vital activism and protests for peace, the chief
executive easily got to have his war—the best
-kind, to be fought and endured only by others.

Eighteen months ago, looking out at Baghdad
from an upper story of a hotel, | thought of
something Albert Camus once wrote: “And
henceforth, the only honorable course will be
to stake everything on a formidable gamble:
that words are more powerful than munitions.”
Later, any and all words were to be vastly
outmatched by the big guns trained on Iraq.

One afternoon, 14 months ago, inside a little
shop in Baghdad’s crowded souk, a young
boy sat behind an old desk, brown eyes wide,
quietly watching his father unfurl carpets for
potential customers; and | wondered: “Will my
country’s missiles kill you?”

Key questions of the past are also crucial for

the future. For instance, can the United States
! credibly wage a “war on terrorism” by engag-
ing in warfare that terrorizes civilians?

Close to 10,000 Iraqi civilians have died because of the war during
the past year.

Does the mix of mendacity and deadly violence from the Oval Of-
fice really strike against terrorism, or does it fuel terrorist cycles?

And, in the realm of news media, how many journalists are willing
and able to go beyond reliance on official sources enough to bring
us truth about lies that result in death? i«
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art by CHARLEY BDEPPNER

More than 50,000 kittens and puppies are born each
day in the United States alone. The only kind word or
gentle touch many of them'ever receive is from the’
technician who must end their lives because there simply

aren’t enough homes—or even cages—for them all.

Between six and eight million dogs and cats enter animal
shelters across the United States each year. Of these,
approximately three or four million are euthanized. Most
are young, healthy, and friendly. Many—about 25 percent
of dogs who enter shelters—are purebred. Yet puppy
mills and breeders continue to churn out animal after

animal like tools on an assembly line.
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The Woe Behind That Doggie in the Window

Nearly nine out of every 10 puppies sold in pet stores come from
puppy mills—breeding kennels that raise dogs in cramped, crude,
filthy conditions. According to Dr. Donald Allen, a veterinarian who
worked on Dateline NBC'’s “Puppies For Sale” segment about
puppy mills in April 2000, “dogs in puppy mills are typically kept in
inhumane conditions, tethered to trees or confined to feces-filled
wire cages.”

Female dogs are bred twice a year and are usually destroyed
when they are no longer able to produce puppies. The puppies are
taken from their mothers and sold to brokers who transport them
to pet stores for resale to oblivious customers. The puppies some-
times travel hundreds of miles in pickup trucks, tractor-trailers,
and/or airplanes, often without adequate food, water, ventilation, or
shelter.

Both the puppies and their mothers routinely suffer from malnutri-
tion, exposure, and a lack of adequate veterinary care. Dr. Allen
reports that some puppy mills do not vaccinate the dogs against
diseases. Many are sold before they are six weeks old, the federal
age limit for interstate puppy sales. Premature weaning may make
the puppies more susceptible to diseases, and because the pup-
pies are often inbred, they may possess bad genetic traits or have
extremely aggressive personalities.

In 2000, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
conducted an undercover investigation at Neilsen Farms, a
" Kansas puppy mill. The dogs at Nielsen Farms had no
comforts whatsoever—no bedding, little to no protection
during the searing hot summers or frigid winters and no
veterinary care, even when they were ill. Many had
crusted, oozing eyes, raging ear infections, mange
that turned their skin into a mass of red scabs, and/
or abscessed feet from the wire floors.

An Australian cattle dog with a palm-
sized sore on her back was never
seen by a veterinarian and the
wound did not heal properly. PETA's
investigator discovered that the col-
lar on a Labrador retriever had not
been adjusted as the dog grew and
had become embedded in his
flesh. Even though the gangrenous
skin fell away as the collar was re-
moved, it was treated with nothing
but a worm-repellant spray.

Several pups escaped from their poorly built
kennel, and one was killed by other dogs in
an adjoining run. Timid dogs were regu-
larly terrorized by their more aggressive
cage-mates, who often prevented them
from eating and drinking.

Perhaps saddest of all were the old mother

dogs who had gone mad from confinement and loneliness. They
circled frantically in their small cages and paced ceaselessly back
and forth, their only way of coping with despair. PETA’s investiga-
tion led to the closure of the Kansas facility, but Neilsen Farms has
since moved to Montana where it continues to be involved in the
selling of puppies.

Puppy Mill Prisons

There are thousands of breeders and dealers across the country.
In Missouri alone there are an estimated 3,000 dog-breeding op-
erations that generate $2 billion a year. The nation’s largest puppy
broker is the Hunte Corporation in Missouri, which has been linked
to numerous negligent pet stores and breeders and has spon-
sored American Kennel Club meetings. The United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) has loaned Hunte more than $4
million in taxpayer money for expansion and upgrades in the last
three years.

The USDA is supposed to monitor and inspect kennels to ensure
that they are not violating the housing standards of the Animal
Welfare Act, but kennel inspections are a low priority. Puppy mills
are rarely monitored by state governments and existing regula-
tions vary from state to state. In Missouri, for example, 2,100 of the
facilities are required to be in-
spected once a year, but there are
only 12 inspectors employed to
handle the task. There are an
estimated 1,300 puppy mills in
Wisconsin and voluntary in-
spections are expected of any
breeder who sells a minimum of
50 dogs and cats, but there is no
funding for enforcement of these
regulations.

Dealers who want to avoid the few
existing U.S. laws often do business
overseas. According to one Ca-
nadian lawyer, “[Pluppy mill op-
erators in the States buy from
us. And crossing the border isn’t
a problem either. They cross
them all the time.” A New Hamp-
shire breeder, who was arrested for
cruelty to animals when dozens of dogs
and cats were found living in filth, was
selling puppies from Russia for as
much as $1,900 each on the Internet.

Irresponsible Breeders

The breeders concern is their bottom line—not
the animals’ well being. Like puppy mills, breeders
breed animals to conform to “breed standards” which promote
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“desirable” physical traits that often cause a variety of health prob-
lems. Many breeders support tail docking, ear cropping, debark-
ing and other painful, unnecessary procedures.

The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) states that
“ear cropping and tail docking are not medically indicated nor of
benefit to the patient. These procedures cause pain and distress,
and, as with all surgical procedures, are accompanied by inherent
risks of anesthesia, blood loss, and infection.”

These procedures are so cruel that they are banned in many Euro-
pean countries. Many veterinarians also condemn debarking be-
cause it is superfluous, causes dogs a great deal of post-opera-
tive pain and strips them of their natural means to communicate.

Every March, the Westminster Kennel Club parades dogs around
like trophies and judges them based on appearance and appear-
ance alone. Many of the poor dogs look like freaks of nature, but
there is really nothing natural about them. Breeders have manipu-
lated them to have an overabundance of wrinkles; an pverly promi-
nent bone structure; fur that drags on the floor; tight, set ears; a
short, amputated tail; and other preferred

characteristics.

In response to the tail-docking re-
quirements for certain breeds in
the annual dog show, PETA filed
a complaint against the club
with New York officials, alleging
criminal violations of the state's
anti-cruelty law, which prohibits un-
justified mutilations of animals.

One former breeder of “champion” retriev-
ers, John G. Boudiette, was charged with
cruelty to animals for keeping more than
100 dogs in squalid, rundown kennels,
pens, and doghouses on a wooded lot
in Suffolk, Virginia. Rain pounded the
property, and the dogs were forced to
spend their days in dirty, standing
water without adequate shelter.
When rescue workers from PETA
and other groups waded through
the grime and the muck to reach the
cold, wet dogs, they found many of
them were sick, malnourished and
infested with fleas and worms.

Sadly, there are many other breeders, just
like Boudiette, who raise animals as if they
were raising turnips, with little thought to their
wants and needs. But even so-called “re-
sponsible” breeders don't fit the bill. Ev-
ery animal they breed takes away a
home from an animal in a shelter who
must therefore be destroyed.

The Breeder in the Mirror

While puppy mills and breeders inflict immense pain and suffer-
ing on animals, anyone who allows their companion cat or dog to
breed must also share in the blame. Every single stray cat and
every neglected dog left to die on the streets came from an animal
who wasn’t spayed or neutered.

Allowing animals to have “just one litter” or letting unaltered ani-
mals roam the streets unsupervised is not only dangerous for
them, it can have tragic consequences for other animals. A fertile
cat can produce three litters in one y\ear. Each litter can consist of
four to six kittens. The Humane Society of the United States esti-
mates that in just seven years, it is possible for one female cat and
her offspring to produce 420,000 cats. Likewise, a fertile dog can
produce two litters in one year, each containing six to 10 puppies.
In six years, a female dog and her offspring can theoretically pro-
duce 67,000 dogs.

The “lucky” ones will be euthanized in reputable animal shelters.

Others will be stuck outside and will likely die of starvation or tem-

perature extremes; be hit by cars; infected with lingering, debilitat-

_ ing diseases; stolen by laboratory dealers;

used as bait by dogfighters; attacked by

other animals; or tortured and/or killed
by cruel people.

In one all too common example, a
17-year old Maryland boy allegedly
used a shovel to bludgeon 10 5-
week-old puppies to death before ap-
parently shooting the dogs’ parents with
a small-caliber rifle (“Teenager charged in death
of dog, 10 puppies,” The Herald-Mail, September
26, 2003). In another instance, three puppies were
found tied up in a plastic garbage bag
inside a trash dumpster (“Puppies
Found Wounded in Garbage,”
WISHTV.com, February 17,2004). In
still another case, two California
brothers, Paul and Adam
Curtright, pled guilty
to charges stem-
ming from the June
24, 2003 killing of
eight puppies birthed by
Paul's dog, Stout, who was
found to have been neglected
(“Brothers Plead On Animal Abuse
Charges,” The Eureka Reporter,
January 5, 2004). The list of cruelty
cases goes on and on.

Members of PETA's Community Animal Project (CAP)
routinely comb the streets to help neglected and
abused animals in the Tidewater, Virginia area where
PETA is headquartered. On a daily—and usually

1A
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them all. No one can.

nightly—basis, the CAP team sees feral cats, descended from
abandoned, unaltered house cats, who are now wild and infected
with deadly, ravaging diseases like feline AIDS and leukemia; stray
dogs so disfigured by mange that they are hardly recognizable as
canines; litters of puppies, wracked with diarrhea and vomiting—
literally dehydrating to death; and backyard dogs who have known
only chains, beatings, and neglect, and who have gone mad be-
cause of it.

One such animal, Sophie, was found chained to the bumper of a .

car without food or water. She crouched in fear when a PETA staffer
approached her. PETA persuaded her “owner” to give her up and a
PETA employee adopted her. Sophie was so exhausted from living
in constant fear on the end of a short chain that she slept a full 24
hours when brought to her new home. Now, still cautious, but
sweet, energetic, and loving, Sophie goes for long walks and plays
on the beach with her new guardian.

Another animal, Itty Bitty, lived outdoors in all weather extremes
with other unaltered cats and dogs. PETA's CAP team trapped the
cats and had them spayed or neutered. Itty Bitty now lives indoors
with a former PETA staff member and her two other cherished
cats.

But happy ending stories are few and
far between. There are millions of
stray and unwanted animals. Ani-
mal rescuers certainly cannot adopt

Too Much of a Good Thing

All too often, well-intentioned individuals try to
“rescue” animals from a miserable life on
the streets, but quickly become over-
whelmed and wind up only making the
Wroblem far worse. Hoarders—also
known as animal collectors—may
truly think they are helping by keep-
ing large numbers of animals in
their homes, but the animals they
“save” languish in filth and suffer
from malnourishment, iliness, in-
activity, poor ventilation, and lack of
human companionship.

PETA has found dogs and cats
crowded in cages, crates,
hutches and even kitchen
cabinets. Because hoard-
ers usually can't afford to
pay to spay and neuter all
the animals they keep,
their collection grows
and grows until the filth,
stench and noise attract the attention of neighbors or health, sani-

tation or humane officials.

For example, on November 16, 2003, authorities allegedly discov-
ered up to 40 neglected and “sickly” cats—as well as the remains
of six others—in a Massachusetts apartment. Officials were called
to the feces-ridden residence after a downstairs neighbor reported
seeing cat urine seeping from the ceiling. The hoarder, Debra
Flint, had apparently already vacated the apartment and failed to
arrange care for the cats, leaving them so starved that they were
eating carpet and cannibalizing the remains of their dead com-
panions (“Cat Lady's neglect may put her inside a cage,” The
Taunton Gazette, December 18, 2003).

In another case, authorities reportedly discovered 10 live animals
and the stacked, frozen carcasses of 120 others in hoarder Will-

-iam Davis’ feces-strewn residence in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

Just two days later, officials evidently confiscated 31 neglected
cats from similarly filthy conditions in Davis’ mobile home in Chris-
tina, Tennessee. Not surprisingly, Davis had apparently been the
subject of similar investigations dating back at least five years
(“Murfreesboro man tells why he froze 114 cats,” The Tennessean,
December 30, 2003).

Dan Paden, a cruelty caseworker in PETA’s
Domestic Animal Issues & Abuse De-
partment, contacted the authorities
in these and other similar
cases and asked that the
hoarders be required to un-
dergo a psychological
evaluation and mandatory
counseling at their expense.
Paden also requested that the
hoarders be “prohibited from
owning or harboring ani-
mals in the future.”

Paden is one of the com-
passionate individuals who
volunteers to deliver free
doghouses and check on
dogs in North Carolina,
where, as in other states,
dogs are constantly left outside,
often without adequate shel-
ter, food, water and medi-
cal attention. Paden and
PETA's other volunteers re-
place the shoddy, dilapi-
dated or, in many cases, non-
existent, doghouses with
sturdy, warmer ones that pro-
vide some shelter for ani-
mals whose “owners”
refuse to let them inside.

These dogs, much like those
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kept by hoarders, are not viewed as members of the family. Some
are used as guard dogs; many others are simply stuck outside
and forgotten like old, discarded property. Paden believes that
most, if not all of the dogs were passed on from family members
whose unaltered animals gave birth. Says Paden, “One pup's pre-
dicament has stayed with me since | met him last fall. He was tiny,
maybe 15 pounds, and | found him chained to a broken down car.
Repeated pleas with his custodians to bring him and the other two
dogs on the property inside went ignored. As the months grew
colder, my visits became more urgent, until finally, in January 2004,
he was brought in. But his comfort probably won't be permanent.
He'll grow big and, before you know it, be tossed back outside,
chained up like an old bike and given about the same amount of
attention.”

No Kill Shelters Are No Solution

Other well-meaning people try to help animals by setting up “no-kill"
shelters. However, all too often, these people find themselves
quickly overwhelmed with both work and expenses, and thus are
unable to provide adequate care for the animals.

While no-kill shelters may assuage our consciences, they are
rarely, if ever, in the animals’ best interests. Animals at these shel-
ters often spend years living in filthy cages with little or no human
contact. They suffer the same boredom, loneliness, and stress as
animals in puppy mills. They can become withdrawn, severely
depressed, “unhousebroken,” and acquire other anti-social be-
haviors that further decrease their chances of being adopted.

When | was younger, | volunteered at one such shelter—a con-
verted old house, known by volunteers as “The Cat House.” It's
hard to say if anyone knew for sure exactly how many cats lived at
the cat house at any given time, but there were often so many cats
crowding the floor that there was hardly anywhere to step.

Every Sunday morning for several months | would help the few
other volunteers clean the smelly, urine-and-feces-covered floors
and cages, wash the dishes from the night before, dish out more
food, give medicine to sick cats, and, when time allowed—which
was seldom—play with and pet the cats. Unfortunately, they rarely
got sufficient attention. There were just too many of them and the
volunteers had our own companions, our own lives. We thought
we were helping, that “someone has to do it,” but | know now that
the cats would have been better off euthanized.

One cat, Tequila, spent the vast majority of her time in the kitchen
cabinet. We liked to think that she was keeping us company while
we scooped out plate after plate of cat food, but really, she was just
too fearful of all the other cats. She had been declawed before she
ended up at the cattery, a traumatizing procedure that strips cats of
their natural defenses, impedes their balance, and often even
makes standing and scraping in the litterbox painful. She was so
anxious she would sometimes lick her skin raw.

Tequila was still at the cat house when | moved away. | hope she
was adopted—or finally euthanized—but | suspect that she spent

the rest of her days in the kitchen cabinet, nervous and lonely.

Few cats were adopted compared to the numbers who were
dropped off. The women who ran the “shelter” had to turn animals
away. “No-kill" shelters are often “filled to capacity,” which means
they can't take new animals in. If the animals are lucky, they are
taken to another shelter that does euthanize. If they are unlucky,
they may be dumped by the roadside, only to die deaths far more
gruesome and horrible than a painless injection of sodium pento-
barbital. While a no-kill shelter can honestly say it did not kill the
animals, that doesn't mean the animals were saved.

Spaying & Neutering is the Only Solution

But there is an easy, effective, ethical, and inexpensive solution.
People can prevent animal overpopulation—and thus decrease
the number of animals killed—simply by adopting from shelters
instead of buying from pet stores, puppy mills, or breeders, and
always having animals spayed or neutered.

Spaying and neutering is not only the best way to reduce animal
overpopulation, it is also a good way to prevent certain health and
behavioral problems in cats and dogs. Spaying reduces the stress
and discomfort females endure during heat periods, eliminates
the risk of uterine cancer and greatly reduces the chance of mam-
mary cancer. Neutering makes males much less likely to roam or
fight, and helps prevent testicular cancer.

Female cats and dogs should be spayed soon after the age of
eight weeks. Males should be neutered at eight weeks of age, but
both spaying and neuterlng can be done safely through most of
adulthood.

PETA's SNIP (Spay/Neuter Immediately Please) mobile provides
low-cost spaying and neutering for low-income individuals in the
Tidewater, Virginia area; in 2003, SNIP altered 6,115 animalsalone.
There are low cost spay/neuter services in nearly every area. SPAY-
USA has a national hotline, 1-800-248-7729, listing numerous
veterinary clinics, humane societies and other services that offer
discounted rates.

Millions of innocent animals die every year because of human
greed, vanity, and laziness. Their lives are in your hands. Please
be a part of the solution for suffering. Please spay and neuter. i«
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