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All of our recommendations whi ch follow are based upon this 
one fundamental assumption -- that the carrying capacity of the 
land must not be exceeded under any circumstances. This holds 
true regardless of whether the considerations are of esthetics. 
ecology, or the emotional and physical health of the visitor. '

CEDAR GROVE 

We might start with the Cedar Grove area, not because its 
carrying capacity is being threatened, but for precisely the 
opposite reason. We feel that this extensive, flat-b ttomed valley, 
lying at a moderate elevation where snow problems are minimal, 
is being under-utilized at present. The only other c mparable 
area in the Sierra is Yosemite Valley, which suffers from too 

.many people. It would seem that a judicious de elopment of 
facilities at Cedar Grove, on an all-year basis, would not oniy 
relieve some of th pressure from Yosemite, but could also help 
instill in the public a greater understanding of the purposes 
for which Kings Canyon National Park was established .. 

Much has been made of the fact that the a cess road would 
be difficult to maintain during the winter. However, consultation 
with the California Division o Highways has indicated that the 
principal barrier to winter maintenance of this road is the 
present lack of public demand. Gi en the demand, they anticipate 
the time when the road will be kept open throu hout the winter. 
This being the ase, we suggest that the park service, too, should 
make the basic assumption that the road an be maintained, and 
proceed from that point. --

We feel that it would be entirely appropriate to develop at 
Cedar Grove faci i ties such as more extensi ve overnight accomoda tions, 
a restaurant, a lodge, a visitor center, nature walks and other 
interpretive services, and essential administrative buildings. 
In particular, there could be much more extensive campground 
development, but this should not be done in such a way as to 

encou rage long-term camper and trailer parking by people who are 
merely looking for a rent free place to live. (This general problem 
of campground development is dealt with elsewhere in this report.) 

Developments which we would oppose wo1ld be convention centers, 
Ahwahnee- t ype hotels, golf courses, firefalls and any other 
f eatures which would attract people for reasons having little or 
nothing to do with the purposes for which the park was established. 
This specifically includes tramways to the valley rim for the 
oste sible purpose of "l ettting the visitors see the back country".
Observation of tramway operations in other areas leads us to 
conclude that "going for a ride on the tram" becomes an end in 
itself for the visitor, and the tram is frequently even promoted 
on that basis. The result is an influx of people who couldn 't care 
less about park values,  and who are in no mood to learn. Lookout
Peak has been mentioned as bei ng a pos sib le tramway terminu s. May
we point out that there is already a road which goes practi c ally
to the summit? We have no objection whatsoever to the more 
sedentary visitors taking an interest in the back ccountry, , but we 
suggest that this interest would be better served by improving an 
already existing road rath er than by tnsta llL1g a tramwa y.



I shou d be carefully noted that we are not advocating any 
d velopment, other than tra ls or nature walks, beyond the Roaring 
Ri er bridge on the south side of the Kings River, or eyond the 
road terminus at Copper Creek on the north side of the Kings River. 
There is ample room for the developments we advocate in those 
portions of the alley through which roads already run 

It should also be noted that we question. the wisdom of using 
prime ground in the middle of the valley for a dump. We urge that 
e ery e fort be made to eliminate the dump, and that in the future 
trash be trucked out of the alley to an a ea which would be less 
likely to conflict 1th those purposes for which the park was 
established. Even if it proved nece sary to haul it all the way 
to Barton Flat, this would still be no greater a distance than 
that over which trash is now being hauled from osemite Valley 

CAMPGROUNDS 

Non wilderness camping consists of that which is more or less 
accessible y motor transportat on either public or private There 
are ss ntia ly three distinct ty es of such ca ping a cti vi ty and 
these result • in a public demand for th ee different types of 
facilities We characterize thes, as follows: 

1. The radi t1onal c ampgr nd consisting of a vehicle parking 
ar a, a space to pitch a tent, a table and a ire ite. 
Thi arrangement is noted for consuming a large amount 
o space.  Toilet f cilities are nearby,  and t ere is 
usually a water upply and garbag can. 

2. The walk-in campground consisting of all the above, with 
the e. ception that the vehicle is park e some distance away 

3. The " oa s de r 
for trailer and 
nearby; no other 
and garbage can, 
e s s e n t i a l, si n c 
vehicles usually 
container 

t" type, which consists of a parking area 
amper units, with toilet facilities 
facilities are n cessary. A water supply 

h • 1e desirable, are nevertheless not 
people who eat and sleep within their 
have their own wet er supply and garbage 

The ast type, number ree is exemplified by the roadside 
rest found on the interstate hi hways in California Ore n and 
Washington Num e two, the walk-in campground is found in at 
least one lo ation in Yos mi te. To ou .· knowledg e , the nly ype 
of non-wilderness camping facility fou n n Sequoi a Kings is number 
one the traditional dri v -in campground.

We a e puzz ed over the almost total a e c of walk- in and 
roadsid -rest type facilit i not only in S quoia Kings but also 
in other units of the National Park System. 

A 196? su ey or se enteen N ti onal Pa rk Servi ce areas s howed
that t railer and camper units f,;A ,o nte d for more th n fty p r cent
o the vehicles , sin NPS camping facilit ies. Since most o f these 
nits require only E: p1a e tc pa r k nd n e a b toilet facilities, why
ake up space to - vide a table . n si t and t nt c:, ce whi c is

no J n e ded?
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If existing parking areas were designated for overnight 
camper and trailer units, it would free the traditional campground
for use by those who cannot sleep in their vehicles. In many cases
there are toilet facilities already in existence near parking areas 
but present regulations force the camper or trailer visitor to 
occupy campground facilities he doesn't need. 

The occasional use of the Wolverton parking lot for overnight 
camper and trailer parking is an excellent idea which the Sequoia 
administration has already put into practise. We feel that such use 
of this parking lot should be made routine, whereas up to now it has 
apparently been resorted to only as an emergency measure to relieve 
overcrowding in the regular campgrounds. If the present toilet 
facilities are not adequate to handle such routine use, then we 
would recommend that they be expandedo We would not, however, 
recommend the construction of new roadside-rest type facilities 
except in lower and less scenic areas. Our primary interest is in 
better utilization. of already existing facilities. 

With the traditional a.rive-in campground it sonetimes happens 
that a space is occupied by someone who does not have a vehicle. 
Again, half the facility goes unused simply because the visitor was 
not offered the choioe of a more simple walk-in campground, which 
he undoubtedly would have pref erred for its more natural setting. 

In some instances, it appears that it would be feasible to hav
a blend of the three types of activity in a single campground. 
Although accommodating different types of camping activity, there 
could be oommon toilet, water, and garbage disposal facilities 

Generally, however, we feel that the roadside-rest type ot 
facility would constitute an unwarranted intrusion on park resourc
and consequently ecommend that it normally be considered only in 
areas of lesser esthetic value. These would typioelly be at lower 
elevations and closer to park entrances; in many cases suoh facili
could be placed outside the park. This point is raised in the rec 
issued NPS road policy statement, and we support it wholeheartedly. 

 To summarize, we feel that, in view of the fact that more than
fifty per cent of the vehicles using camping facilities are camper 
and trailer units, it is inefficient to direct everyone into 
traditional drive-in campgrounds. More people could be accommodat 
wi th less damage to estheti cs and ecology if a variety of camping 
facilities were offered, with more emphasis being·placed on directing
camper and trailer units to areas where they would cons itute a 
lesser intrusion on park values. 

R0 AADS

We would like to include at thi point a brief summary f a  
recently issued National Park Service road policy statement which 
was approved by Director Hartzog and Secretary Udall. We wish to 
present it because it reflects our own thinking.  

"The single abiding purpose of the national parks is to 
bring man and his environment into closer harmony. It 
is therefore e the quality of tor t he park experience ••• which 
must be the primary concern. 

" (automobil es) have begun to erode he quality
th park perienc .e (emphasis p ovided) 



The following is a summary of specific po nts which the policy states

Park roads should not be links of the federal network. 
(Nor, by implication of any state highway system) 

The NFS must not be obligated to accommodate amping vehicles. 
The de elopment of parking areas for t ailers at park entrances 
is appropriate  

Rather than creating a severe road scar to faci itate a close 
approach to a point of interest, alternate transportation 
should be considered 1 or visitors should be required to t.1alk .. 

Alternate transportation systems should be studied and 
pilot prog ams instituted 

A park road should not merely link points of interest but 
should be designed to provide an enjoyable and informative 
experience in itself, Where ppropriate , this would involve 
reduction of speed limits, conversion to one wey systems, 
interpreti e signs , short walks from road turn~outs etc.

We commend the philosophy contained in this policy statement 
and intend to support it to the utmost of our ability 

BACK OUNTRY 

Contr ry to the popula. conception of the back cou ntry as being 
a pristine wilderness isited only b the hardy few who hav somehow 
managed to "lock it up" for their own ex lusi ve use, th re are many 
areas where the carrying capacity was exceeded long ago ana which 
show the soars of over use. Backpackers in ever increasing numbers 
are finding it almost impossible to achieve a back country experience 
of the same quality as that which was easily attained just a few years ago 

For many a visitor one of the foremost rewards of a trip into 
the back country is the complete sens of freedom it off rs -- h e is 
on his own, the aster of his fate with the petty bickering, tensions, 
and regimentation of ci vi lization lef' behind. Because this sense f 

reedom has been valued so highly we ha ve been reluctant. to accept 
regulation of back country usage But th p essure of oo many people
and the conseq ent eros ion of the esthetic v alues which the back
country should always offer, has le. us reluctantly to conclude thaat 
the park service must impose a greater de ree of. egulation than it 
ha s in the pa st .

The e i no need to make rules all- - inclusi ve because s me a eas

are much more in need o regulation th an thers. Also, there would 
be no justification forrangers to assume the rc1e of policeme 1 
1t might be note that there ha been an unfortuna te tendency in this
dire ction in some units of th e national  p a k system. Howeve this
s ms usual ly t o be the ress ult of a p erso na l p ro li vi y on the par t

of t he ranger r -ther t han a mat ter o pa rk po l cy ; it wo . l appear 
that th e so lu ti on i n pa --t woul d i mpro e s r ee ning p sonnel
t o i m na e A pl i a t s w w :-1 o d i s pl y a a t 1 t o li • cee me n J i · • y



Our p ecific prop sa s for ac • cou nt y mana ement are 1 sted b low:

l. The size of groups should be limited. Some of th mos t severe 
abuse seems to originate with large groups h re it becomes 
d if ficult for the leader adequ t ly to super ise and inst ct
his less e perienced charges Even with adequate supervision, 
a large group usually subjects the terrain to trampling and 
other fo ms of intensi e use from which it is slow to recover. 
Wh i le the people who go on su ch trips o viou slly are not seeking 
peace and quiet the fact remains that many of the hikers whom
they will encounter on the trail re seeking it, and th prese c 
of these large groups ine itably detracts from the quality of 
the ba k coun try experi ence which smaller groups and indi viduals 
are seekin .

2. In areas where heavy usage is unavoidable ser ious considerat·o 
should be given to designating the amping area with direction·l 
signs in order to et the activiscy off the main rail. Wi h n 
the designated area there ould th n b certain imited impro e 
ments such as ment ioned in items three and o r be. w. While 
the con ept o "imp .. oveme ts" in a supposed wildernes.. s is nfor 
tunate , the alternativves are e e n more repug:1ant 

3 In ar as _ r hea y u sage is una o dable , toilet faci it • es 
shoul be desi nated These n ed not be elaborate., nor need 
hey e en be isible An ar range 1. nt sed in some a eas in he 

no thwest seems qui e practica l; this is to lmve a pit covered 
wi th a eat but wi th no wa ... ls o: oof - it is simpl l ocated 
in such a way that natu 1 vegetation sc eens it f om view 
The co st ·would b low, the imp ct slight , n.d far pref able 
wh n t is considered that the alt rna ti ve is t p rmit hu an 

xcrement to gathe r in a t hin ay er o ver a wide rea. 

4 . Another 1: mited imp r ove nt wh i I ma y sirable in areas of 

5.

heavy use i s the d sign tion of fire If a i er a r ve 
only to fin all fire sites h d se tne sm ll sto 
wh ic h he shou 1 d be carrying. (SSee  it em be 1 w , ) Th is may 

s m like an unwarrante d intru • ion into the s ppos d " i ht
of a citizen to b il d a fire wh re v er he • eels lik it but t 
alternative is an e ver- r wing ·numb r of ire s cars con tributing
di t and ugliness througho a on e be a tifu l camping area 

Th re should be a rest . 
could have at si g e 
established.) pur
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It should be noted that a prohib1 ion on wood fir s can be u s ed 
as a management tool to discourage camping in certain areas 
even though there my not actually be a shortage of fuel. Also 
by encouraging th carrying of toves the proliferation of  
fire soars will be minimized. 

7. W support the park service in the imposition of camping limits 
in ce· tain areas, and feel that this is a management tool which
could profitably be u ed more widely 

8 In vi e w of the damage to trails and meadows caused by stock 
to say nothing of the spewing of manure over the countryside,
we find it deplorable that the park service still uses stock 
in its own operations . It seems paradoxical to us to observe 
a rew at work manicuring a trail, while their half dozen head 
of stock are busily tearing up a nearby meadow which too k years 
to recover from the la st depredation. We are sure that most 
visitors would prefer to put up with the noise of a heli copter 
or me hanicel trail vehicle for a few minutes, rather than be 
forced to ook for year at the d mage w i ch stock hes done t o 
a meadow The intrusion of me hanized park ser ice quipment 
need not be feared as etting a precedent whichthe publi
must be permit ed to follo1 ,_ for adrninistrati ve necessity and 
public convenience are hardly analogous An occasional park 
service ehicle wold be tolerabl e; dozens of private vehicles 
would not be.

9 We do not opp se private s ock in the ack country, f or we 
recognize that it serves a legitimate need. We do suggest. 
however , that stock parties seem to contribute a disproportionate 
ab.are of refuse. Since ba k packers are requested to carry out 
their non-combustible trash, it seems only fair to expect th 
sam. of stock parties. Since most stock parties seem to be 
those of commerical packers it should be relati ve y easy to 
secure he cooperation of the packers in tryi g to educate
their clients. We urge that a renewed ef ort be made to 
secure this cooperation. 

Let it carefully be note tha t every one of the above measures 
we propose has one purpose, and only one and that is to prevent
further degradation of the back country environment . None of t e s e 
measures deals with the question of protecti ng th visitor from 
h mself We do not feel it is our pla e to suggest such measures, 
and we ques ,ion the propriety of any governm n t ag n cy in a ttemptlng 
to assume such a role . Certainly the visitor sho ld be p ot ected 
against the acts of others, and from elements or factors of which
he may not be aware. But if he knowingly wishes to assume a risk 
unto himself we feel that this is his pr e rogati ve . The e xistence 
of an overly paternalistic society is one of the r eason s why people 
seek the back count1y , and e feel ver y strongly t't1at they should 
be permitted. to do so without interference w e r aise . this po i nt
only because the question of "visitor pr ote cti on"' was mentioned 
in the news release of January 8th 

P ar 1 k i - n t -

r a n a n



downfall, for th area i 1 c; r 1 y being t ampled by wa ms o p p. 
The litte problem is se ere and san tatio is questionable. •1re 
s ars ab und and live trees a e be ng cut in ain • arch for 
more firewood. Solitude is impossible tranquil ty rare, and 
wildnes a thing of the past 

Our recommendation is tat this area be used to conduct pilot 
program for back oun ry management ideas It is readily accessible 
for administrati e con enience. There is only one trail into the area, 
which is bounded by natural barrie s on all othe. sides; consequen , l y 
it would be ery easy toke a close count of the traffic in and 
out and to assure tha all visitors w re are of the regulations 
The area is small enou h that single patrol ranger oould cover 
it intensively. Thee fectiveness of ew management ides could b 
obser ed, and the reaction of the i sitor to t em could b ass sse 
through personal contact The alue of new ides old probably be 
determined much mor q icky here t n in the ba k country, and 
costly mistakes thus a oided. And in the process, the Heather-Pear 
Lake area would presumably regain s me of its original attractiveness 

WINT R S ORTS 

A few yea s a o there was so e publicity regarding the possibi lity 
of new ski cabins be ng constructed b eyond the present one at Pe Lak 
W consider sue acilities to be entirely in harmony with a wild rn ss
oncept so long s they a e unobt usively located away from summe 

trails and are prop rly adm nis ered The construction of a serie so 
ski cabins would be er beneficial in that it would nable mor 
isitors to ha e a meaningful p r p rience d ri ng the winter hen 

such opportunities re normallv elatively limite d. We are assuming
that acces s to these cabins would b e permi ted r ly on foot (i. . w 1 
ski or nowshoe.) If there should b ny thought what oev er of 
motoriz d sn w ehicles being permitted into these ar eas, w e would 
be ab olutely oppos d to the con st u ion of th e cabins 

Re arding motorized snow ehicles, in general we have no jection 
to their winte use on roads ich are no lly o the public
during the s mm How v er, it s ems nti.r ly p s l·. th t there 
might be ome areas wh e thi would be ea h route hould 
be considered on its in ividual meri it is ossible 
that certa n cross- co ntry rout s could be id out n •• e ve icle 
permitted to use these on th condi t on that t ey not deviote fro 
the marked ro te The character is i c. o thes ehicle are suc c h 
tha we are de initely opposed to h i r nrestric te u , nd ·_ 
mo t cert inly sho ld not be p rm i tted n areas which are clos d o 
mo oriz d v hicles .uring t su m r It is our und rstanding th t 
the Yosemite administration has permitted a group o now ehicles
to tra l into what wa formerly the Ostr ander ki ca • n If true ,
th is w uld o nst i tu • e a gross viola t on of pa rk valuesA and w wou1 
cond mn i in the s r ngest terms • req th th e Se u a Kings

dminitration not all .n.to simila e j dgm nt
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concern fail to coope rate, and the public ends up being the loser. 

Mineral King shows every sign cf becoming the ep1tome of a 
horrible example. The details of the Disney obsession for altering
and manipulating the total environment have become distressir\.!iy 

 

clear, and there is no point in reiterating them here. A few 
figures supplied by the Division of Highways really tell the entire 
story. In 1967 Highway 198 through Thre Hiers carried a maximum 
of 2,260 cars per day. The Di vision plans to rebuild this highway 
to a commodate 16,000 cars per day; for peak traffic we notice 
they say to multiply by three, which would ome out to 48,000 cars 
per day? These figures tend to substantiate the intention of Disney 
Productions to stuff as many people into tiny Mineral King as presently 
crowd Yosemite Valley. We refuse to accept th myth that this many 
people can be put into such lose pr timity to Sequoia Park without 
damaging the values for which the park was established. 

For this reason, we are totally and unequivocally opposed to 
the present plan, or any plan which Disney Productions seems likely 
to produce.. We feel the entire project should be halted, · and a 
new beginning made as it should have been in the first place, 
commencing with jo nt discussions between the administrations of 
Sequoia aticnal Forest and Seq uoia National Par -. 

If reason were to prevail in such discussions, and tne public 
welfare were to be the primary consideration, we feel certain that 
the conclusion duly arrived at would be that the Mineral King enclave 
should be incorporated into the park, and then de eloped in a manner 
compatible with park values. This is the policy we strongly advocate , 
although we hardly expect it to come abo t in the hypothetioal manner
described. 

THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION 

In closing, we would like to observe that most of the 
re ommendati.ons we have made in conn ect ion ith specific problems 
are little more than stop-gap measures. So long as our population 
continues to grow, the national park system will be confronted with 
the problem of increasin g numbers of visitors. The ·ultimate solutio n 
to the problems of the national parks (as well as many other problems 
of our society) lies in an effect i e popu lat ion control pro ram. 
While it is perhaps somewhat un realistic to expect the National Park 
Service to attack this problem directly, it seems entirely appro­
priate for the NPS to assist the visitor in gain i ng some in sight 
into the problems created when infinite numbers of people are pitted 
against a ery finite en ironment. Certainly no interpretive program 
should be considered complete until this is made an integr al part of i t

In the meantime, pending sufficient publi c awareness of the problem 
to result in meaningful steps to cure it, the only hope fo • the national 
park system probably lies in promoting recreational development en a 
regional basis. Perhaps more people can b e induced to entertain 
themselves in areas where t e environment is not so fragile, or where
the destruction of it would not constitute as great a loss as 1t 
would in the national parks. If sc , then possibly the num ers of 
peopl e who will still come to the nat ional parks seeking in them 
the values for wh i ch they were set a ide wi ll remain sma11 enough =
that the isitors will not des troy the ery values they seek.

G eor e W. Whitmocr'-'t_ 

( g e . ' r r
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Master Plan study Team 

TEHIPITE CHAPTER
S IERRA CLUB 

Sequoia and Kings canyon National Parks 
Three Hivers 
California 93271 

Gentlemen: 

1042 E. Pico Avenue 
Fresno 
Cali fornia 93704 

1 February 1969 

The following is in response to quest ions raised at the public 
meeting of January 24. It contains new ideas and opinions, as well 
as clarification of some of our statements which may possibly have 
been misconstruedo We request that this be made a part of the 
official record. 

On the question of back country tourist camps, we would not 
oppose these in principle. The conception and administration, however,  I) 

would have to be watched very carefully to avoid problems such as those 
found in the present system of camps in Yosemite. These problems include: 

1. Poor location {on or near trails; in ecologically fragile 
areas; too close to roads, thus encouraging inappropriate 
usage; on lakeshores, thus aggravating the pollution problem) .. 

2. Over-consumption of firewood supplies in some areas .
3. Encouragement of incompatible activities, as in the case of 

volleyball courts.  • 
4. Failure to haul out refuse, even though this is (properly) 

required of back packers. This resuits not only in esthetic 
degradation, but also imperils the public safety because of 
the attraction of bears and the development of aggressive 
behavior in them. 

Regarding installation of water supply systems in back country 
areas, we feel that this would be unacceptable primarily because 
there has been very little effort made to remove the cause of the 
pollution. Toilets should have been installed years ago in some 
areas. Attempts at public education have been minimal. We are 
not aware of any significant attempt having been made to minimize 
pollution by stock; regulation seems to have been conceived almost 
solely from the point of view of forage problems and meadow damage. 
We see no reason why stock should not be excluded entirely from 
some areas if a simple camping prohibltion is insufficient to prevent 
pollution.

If the water is still found to be contaminated, after all possible 
measures have been taken to remove the cause of the pollution,  then it 
would appear that the point has been reached at which a quota system 
must be established to limit the numbers of people and/or stock. We
think it likely that a quota system must eventually be established, 
but would object vigorously to its institution merely for the sake
of administrative convenience. 
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immense undertaking. The effort and money would e far better 

t inpreventing the cause, rather than in attempting t alleviate 
ymptoms. 

The question of buff r strips around wilderness areas was rai ed.
v p of the fact that there is no statutory provision for classi-

fication of land to "buffer" status, the prote tion that such 
c lassification would give is highly questionablao Under present 

, the only way in which land can be protected from over-development 
y inclusion within the National Wilderness Preservation System.

Much ot the land which is excluded from the system nowwill come under 
pressure tor development in the future. Lacking statutory pr otection 

r is no re son to think that the "buffer" zones will be able to 
res i st this pressure. While the concept of a buffer, thr hhold, or
ransition zone is d sirable 0 the failure of the present law to 

o ledge it makes it impractical. 

We spoke favorably of the rec ntly issued Park Service road 
o statemento We specifically mentioned the d sirability of 
s being deigned to provide an enjoyable and informative experience. 
urse we were referring to the conversion of existing roads in order 

re fully to eet these objectives. In general, we would oppose th 
ning of roads currently closed to the public, or the construction 
new one . We avoided u e of the term "motor nature trail" because 

controversy which has surrounded this concept. We f el that 
ch of the criticism stems from· he Park Service's misapplication 

f hat is basically a sound idea.

e spoke several times of the damage to back country environment 
by the proliferation of fire scars. We mentioned th tone 

l measure would be to encourage the carrying of small gas stoves 
itors. Of course people would still tend to build warni g fires

t s we recommend regulation of cooking fires, we also recommend 
lation (and prohibition where necessary) of warning fires. A

rming tire is rar ly a matter of health1 or safet y in the Sierra 
ada,  and the needl ss scarring of terrain should not b t lerated 
pl for the ake of visitor convenience .

e reooran1e 
n its own ope 

vehicles By t 

ed th at t e Park Service disco ti.n t e s of stock 
tions, and instead use helicopters and mechanical trail 
e latt·er we meant the s -called "m e c h n i ca 1 ales"

hioh are used 
e e not advo

trail bikes." 

o tr nsport equipment and su p plies , b t no  people.
cating tne se of four wheel driv e vehicles or 

e poke o of 
he probl ms of er W

l isure , gre ffl and i t y ,
noreasing com it our so as bei
h basic probl of ing of

lation were or main static, t th 
increased p essure on the nation 1 s 
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r impra tioal to attack these other factors, it is even more imperative 
hat the birth rate be brought into balance with the death rate. An 

effective attack upon this problem awaits a greater public awareness 
ot it. Since "the single abiding purpose of the national parks is to 
bring man and: his environment into closer harmony,"* we believe it to be 
one of the responsibilities of the interpretive programs to make the 
public aware of the impact of their own numbers upon the park environment. 

Since a solution based on population control will be slow in coming, 
we feel that the only hope for the parks lies in the development of 
recreational facilities in the regions surrounding the parks, We were 
appalled at the almost complete lack of comment upon this by those who 

poke at the Study Team's public meeting of January 24th, particularly 
since it has been repeatedly stated that regional considerations were 
to be undertaken by the Study Team. Quite to the contrary, many who 

poke obviously were thinking only in terms of what should be done 
1thin the perk boundaries. The narrowness of such thinking is extremely 

di turbing, for the size alone dictates that Sequoia-Kings is incapable 
of absorbing everyone who may wish to enter it in the future. 

One gentleman repeated an often-heard argument. He cited the 
xample of the Canadian national parks, and spoke in glowing terms 

ot the tramways, hotels, four-lane highways, etc. He was obviously 
ferring primarily to Banff and. Jasper Nat ion l Parks. It was

ntortunate that he didn't go on to mention that the  se two parks 
ave a combined area of 6,800 square mi les, compared to 1,300 square 
les tor Sequoia-Kings. The Canadian parks are s huge · that the y  

can have all the "amenities" of civilization and stil. heve large 
re erves of untrammeled wilderness 'J'hose who espouse comparable 
developments in Sequoia-Kings should first go to Congress and obtain 
a five-fold increase in the size of the park. There would then be 
little obJeotion to the developments they seek. 

In the meantime, a much more feasible solution is to develop 
ss recreation facilities in the region surrounding th park. Most 

ot this development .would probably best be done by pr vate enterprise, 
ltbo gh oertai ly agenci s such as the U s. Fore t Service coul d

play a much greater role in recreational development than they have 
in the past. 

We feel confident· hat if such development were diligently 
encouraged and a sisted, the pressures for "developing  the parks 
and "opening up the ack .,ountry would largely disappear 

Very truly yours, 

George WWhitmore
George W. Whitmore 
Conservation Committe e Chairman 

*N. P. S. road policy statement .



J. · ohael cCloskey 
Conservation irector 
ierra Club 

1050 Mills Tower
San Francisco 
California 94104 

Dear ike, 

P. O. Box 485 
Kingsburg 
ca lifoorn a 93631 

30 April 1969 

Subject : ineral King

Enclosed is a eo py of a resolutio on ner 1 King passed 
by ehipite' E ecuti e Committee. he tecret ary conveyed thi s 
to Ed ayburn , but I wanted to make sure it got into your ha ds 
als o.

Also enclo e i copy of a map I did for our ewsletter. 
I feel v ry stro gly th . t the club should t out a brochure o -t 
so e s rt which ould f' ( .. t ure map omethi ng 01 t is order. 
One good ma p would be worth ma y, ma ny words. I have f n that 
eople simply don't realize where M neral King is in relatio n 

to the park, a • d less they r ealiz e thiss ' t he    arguments
regarding over-development and com mercialization will simply not 
register. 

Regardln·· the map, I feel tha the incongruity of Mneral
Kin g is emphasized by making the bo ndar y of t e park v ery 
prominent. be map which ap pear d in the Natura al Hi tory article 
sh wed the park bo undary with nly a lig t line, an I on' think 
it was any here near as effecti ve as it mi ght t have been. 

Both George Mu rphy nd Bob Math ia s recently h ve referred t o 
the possibility of pu lic h ring on he roa d through the park. 
But subs equent o heir statements I a ske d Robert Hicks bo ut it, 
and he said it no w appe ar s that such a hearing wi l 1 not be held . 

This seems of the utmost importa nc , • f for no other reasons on than 
that it woul d give us ore time. If you ave o  already one so, 
I ur e tha you d o wha te er poss • i ble to se e t o t h t a hearing 
is held. ( coording to Hicks, the -rt Service at first .hought 
a hearing should be held , but hen f i na ly decii ed that it as not 
necessary after all.) (This would be a hearing re,;ar in road 
standards.) 

Sincerely, 

Geor e Whit more
Conservatio n Chairma 
Tehipite Cha ter 
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FROM: e hipite C ha ter,  Sie rra Club
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lbert Hill 

De·~ r .Albe.rt, 

I 
j , 

P.O. Bo:x 485 
Kingsburg 
Ca!ifornia 93631 

39 y 69 

Just a brief note to give you some thing I should h' ve 
sent earlier. 

1. ehipite Chapter resolution. This has been sent to 
Vayburn, but I fear that them tter will not be brought 
before the board. (I see .I. is not on the agenda.) 

It is y nder. ·tanding the club has not yet come out 
in favor of inclusion of •.~. in thG parK. Ic this 
correct? 

2. M I roc1Ce for out ne 1letter. I m lnclu_ in hie! as 
a reri inder in ope~ tl a t yout" group w:i 11 hurry u 1J and 
get out a brochure 'J.1. j ch fe atures a s . mil~r map . SU.ch 
a map s orth many, marty words. Ar.d a rea li 2 ti , n of 
.. s rala~ion~hi to tho Da kin e s ~nti 1 to av 

un erstaJ. din of the Pigri ificar1 ,e of t he development 
descriptio~s and high- ~ u e fig r~~ . I believe that 
kcG_oskel con curs in thid-- i t is/ttfi~t crt i:1g potnt in 
p esent lng the argumont . Sc ft- peda ins of 'i. 1c location 
bJ bot ~i ney and u~F2 s e.m to corroborAte this. 

3. C"!opy of two clippings. Diaub( Eenti el ....... small-circulation 
ll cal , e 1""lY {or bi-weekly.). , fot1oe that Frei3'10 Bee 
reporter covered , ly 0 11e s e _; t (the la suit} of 'tllm 
~ our entire intervie v. Jothing wh tsoever as to ~ 
the club i interested in sto n· ing t hH _~,rajcc , . 

4. Let cer fro Bob "a _; hin~ to a con sti t J.ent. Do you Kno ~ 
anything about the public hesring he menti ; ns??? 
I asked Hie kB abo t i.t a .. (~ he said tht1 t 1 t :101.~' a ears 
tha t .::iuch ,. hee • ng •w.i 11 --iot e held. :Ji cks comment was 
followed t ose of Mathlas-i:i:1 llr:,hy n so pr-.,s, ~ably 
vas more current. 

5. Copy of article from" Jmerica!l ]"lorests" (11II1erican Forestry 
ssociatlon" ). ':r1hey had a .:i ar icle about Tra i 1 Pe9k in 

the Iovember i s sue. 

He. Trail Peak, cannot find it, but !to. :e"t:here I b ieve 
I :taonui rean that Boa""d of :Jir. OE.Le o,t hg Jnst rail Peak 
for ski developme t. (I saw it somewhere in s.club maili gs, 
I believe. J But 'ihe1 I tried to 2:mk look it u n 11 co 1ld 
find as that coard had •ome out ·•urging' t:1a th .re 1>. no 
further· ej{,i.,ension of road, which seem~ to be not the same as 
OP'Josi g s · i dev~lopment; at the time of the board action 
the rod a pparently already wKmsr:kxJJ went practically all the 
·my there anT, ay. Clarification of this seems rather impor­
t ant since it bears closely o . J.C. situ:z: !i tion, • .. d ~~1e should 
be able to field que tions on it. 



Re. your inquiry about area just do~nstream from r ehipite Dome, 
i looKing at map I am onder: n~ whether you are referring to 
Tehipte Valley. This wast ken into the par .. {along with Cedar 
Grove) about 1965. The e~ boundary follows the eoti n line 
(Section 11) vhich ·uns across the mouth of r ehip te Valley 
(Li, le Tehipite Valley i still outside the p~rk.) 

'l'hc are of ,. , i 1 ver . nur ,1 d "agl e Fpur ( •.1h i ch r .t c:• e ~ b o v 1 .J t le 
Tehipite Valley) nd the entire south side of Junction Ridge 
have be more or le s s u der oons ' derat1 n for wilderness 
designatio for some time; my impreasion i that the UfFS 
{it .i.r valves both c: ierra and Sequoi -.atio1al Forests) would 
lilrn to so classify the rea c:o the, could conveniently forget 
about lt. t would be a head che to try to admini ster it in 
any ~ay except a-- wildernes s. 

s for rying to 1 unch a counter-offensive : o put a piece of 
Na t . Forest into ~at. rk, why not concentrate all the ffort 
on. it . -C? "'he a gume.1. ..,s f r so doing re probably a :::, stron • a~ 
you Jill find anyihere else. l y impre .. -si0n is th t the el' rt 
~hi.>Uld not be fr: gme~1ted--why n t bring everytb l ng 1JOS.:->ible to 
bear 0 ,1 ·he one x · i:a2 big problem ot imme iate concern, .l. K. 

In 10y llste I have pr b bly used s me slo ~,py phr.., iag; 1opefully 
the s me c 1n t be s id ~ of rey h ~ 1 1 g. 

George ~ 1 • tmore 
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Mr . John Rette1 ayer 
Mr . A1 bert HL 1 
1r. Brian J nes 

17 38 .Pu • .ue A-venue . Apt • 10 
Los Ano-eles 
Ca. __ i • rni:J. 90t 25 

Dear John,, 

George W. Whl tmore 
P. o. Bex 48.5 
Kingsburg 
Ca_ifornia 9.3631 
15 July 1969 

Our Cl1apt -~r 11as _ in 1: l.l1e1:n 1~1.ng s .heduled next 
month, a:;.1, would _ ~ :r,3 to l Ft t.:o, ., mate. • ls for the part icipants 
and perha.s peo· le the,y 

•1.-J 1J.d y 1i •=> ... n::l 50 um. 1 0r tic ,~ s sin .... 00 of the informa ­
tion su, marie 0 • aec·~use r3 -,vt.ll ~)e 2w.:ty clu1."ing _'-\u -... ·st , please 
, e d h ateri?..1 2 to the tri 1~ade1: 

Mrs c ulaine Dewell 
~)JO q• H0 ~ un. A • 
Fresno , C~l_forn~a 93727 . 

~he 1ni ht have wri tt ;;.>n to ~/u'l al "eady. 

_.,erd t•19 biJ..L, .1. ·:,J-i tt,..--. nl-- , ~v r.! &l~ a.'i.h:J J?OS tage l~O "'G, so I 
crt._ te!rn ca.re .:i • t 1 1lt_- (.;ba1_ -~ ... r ru~·1d-· . But .it is im ortan ~ 
that tbe .Ildt~ ria.ts c·e1; to 1 ~ i'J-•1 , or tl1-;y rlll b0 f no va1lue . 

We h . v.., a tape of _ -ro ·i;1""a.m o:n r~ ineral ··1ng . 
br,t hair.=-: 1 0t -plaY~ri. :. t, hocc:"' $(:: ~- e 11 -, .. a· ... • c got ol.A..c ha.nus on a 
player tha~ nas the 1 ?/& 

t•incerel:.v-. 

I a writing to all three of y)u . i . ca e on8 01 more of yn a re 
out of town . I trust you will coord.1n2.·Ge s ..... tha'; du. .. • licr-J.te 
orders are no , se:1t. 



Go -~e . W itmor~ 
P.O. ox 4 5 
Kingsburg, Calif . 93631 

15 July 1~ )/ 

Mr. cd w. Grey 
120 Canal Street 
Chowchilla 
California 93610 

Dear . r. Grey. 

am sorry .1.0r the delay 1ri ·etti1g 1n touch with you, but 
I h ve been unsuccessful in t ·yi1:1g to get s0JT,eo11e to coordinate 
ur Cha ter's efforts for some intensive action ln Mineral King 

this summer. I apprecL +: your i Jterest 111 ,ral King and 
w11lin nesQ tc. do , )hl:-.:t .in ·, ::tS e r ct~ . oy y ., • c ~11 to 1Jorman 
.t?oi tevin. 

s · nc tl,er., i .1 n i. ; ;f~ , ' flor ineral _ ing at this time, 
indivio1a ction ··, .. n 1d. this, ,rly exc.,•utod can · be 
most ef ect ~ ··e. s 1 ar ·:t.. J} rJ _ r1e in your ~~.)a is fight-
ing fo the pres rvat~ on o • i· ine .. al Kir1g. So ou have :....n excel­
lem~ oonortunl .,_y ·or r < i:ng so.re ed ,eating, let· L. i)eo le know 
the facts t11at the news media have chosen not t me.ke p1,;blic. 

One 0f the nost e fec;;1·ve instru uen G 

edi to.L --your local paper , '1-....1,.ce • .'lac er , 
other p p .,rs. ...ell-wr1 tt~l:... lel, te cot!.l 
lett ... r-s oer ~. LAI.c.itte•.1 LtO ,·u·"_r:· ·01. rt::6STIL. _1 

ii ✓ • W3re --bre vO ··:rrit,..., Ul - • 0 1 t 
v ulu. p1: ooabl. ori.1 g ~00, ·-; t, . • r ~.:::: 
to£ co gressm~. 

I ~ av 
to . as·· a.c 
nt:}gl glb e 

-h~ letter to the 
n 

.n f ct , 
et,_, -11 .,o t;,1..., ed1. tor 

• 1. 1 • • e l .., t ·:., -r 

• ·: 1 i h z su .:1"' .. 1- isl1 
on h pe-ci-ci n ~s 

• L. • :tlll3 · 01~ _ pers n--1 
letter. ,tJe ~ 1 · , b.o .. v ~l ! i feel 
t1~ the ~re~tes e i , :1a. t it i -.;;· ~ ou c n 
op ning to t~lk t la . 

:F1or lrJ.'or ~.t·.on c~rG ...... :ni:ng t~1.. :ne .. sitt .:i n, :i:-ead 
the enclos d re n~ints ~n~ 1e e tot f is •uQ~ o .,1e 
Sierra Cl B 1 etln: 1Jov. , 7 . Sf;, . , • and Jun 69, and 
also t,::> the f')llotin ; i:~su ,s of our 1 _......,.___ A r. 69 

nd ay 69. ·t arti le is o • '_p7rt -c at i 
ha i .1.for t o a 1here i;o ,. ri t a.1.a.d 

enc 1. { 2) 
( 1) 
{l) 
{ 1) 

inc r .... _ , 

George i. , r 11· • r-.... 
petition forms Conservation Chairman 
"If you are oncerned" { ettenm~y~r & Hill, 24 Mar 69) 
Hope, " he King Besieged" ~h1p1 t e Cha pt er 

anta Cruz uentinei series Sierra Club 
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letterhead 

~«EN iJ epre~entative B. F. isk recently s±a~ d that, si ce the 

inaret uurm it road in 937, they 
d 

~ierra Jlub did ot epnose 

hou d ~ot op ose it ow. t h .e Gne b c even more th n 

hirty--t o -yearc . hen it was formed i 8 2, he ~ierra ~lub 

felt ~hat more roads were needed in the ierra evada. ~onsideri~g 

th~ situation at that time, this was undoubtedly correct. 

But times chang e. long with the Sierra lub, our general 

population is f-c·r~➔~-~~ly oming to realize the importance of enviro IH:e-rl-tal 

p Fe beginring to realize that man is ~ustained by 

the good earth, and that our previous conceptions of progress" are 

inevitably destroying our source of sustenance.~ 

ur opulation increas s, 6ur environment be omes more polluted, 

and man himself becomes o e of the endangered species. 

the ierra ..1lub recognizes he impatQof change,- and he -cons-e 
'5.µ--

ne{}BS ity for reassessing its po itio ./ hat which may have been 

desirable in 1892 was merely tolerable b 1937. 

tow· ~d ~kE ob1ivi0n. 

nt 

sphalt, gasoline, and dollars wi 1 prove to be poor substitutes 

for fresh air, green forests, and open spa e. o try to justify 

such a fraud by citing population growth is to relegate mankind 
_./ 

to the status of the lemming man would be doomed to reproduce 

himself until finally driven to self-destruction. 

e ask Mr. isk to join us in realizing that the capacit of om: 

our planet to sustain mankind is limited. ealizi ng this, ma we 

also ask that he reassess his conception of progress~ ?' 'b ile a 

·naret uurnmit road may have seemed permissible in 1 37, the passage f 

of time has shoJn that such a road would no longer be in the ublic 



interest. It would consume huge amounts of the taxpayers' money, 

but lXOI et X X XI.' i ix there is apparently alw ys more where 

that came from. Hore important, it would onsume one more chunk 

of our natural environment, and th tis not replaceable. 

ehip "te hapter 
ier,,..a .,lub 

by George . mi tmo re 
~onservation Jhairman 

I 
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