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CAMPUS

CSUB celebrates Black History Month

By lleana Angulo
Staff Writer

On Friday, Jan. 31, the African

American Student Union held
the annual Black History Month
kickoff in the Student Union
Multipurpose Room at
California State University,
Bakersfield. The event began
with Alyssa Simone Wiley
singing the Black National
Anthem. Everyone received a
pamphlet with lyrics to sing
along.

According to NewsOne.com,
an online news source from a
black perspective, the Black
National Anthem originated
with the poem “Lift Every
Voice And Sing,” written by
James Weldon Johnson. The
poem was performed in honor
of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday
on February 12, 1900, and was

later set to music in 1905 by
Johnson’s brother John
Rosamond.

“For many African Americans,
singing the song was their way
of showing patriotism and hope
for the future, considering the
extremity of racism they faced.
Deep symbolism was found in
its lyrics, allowing African
Americans to politely speak
against racial bias,” according
to the website.

The student group's purpose is
to raise awareness of the black
community. This is done
through community service,
study groups and an emphasis
on education. This year the
theme of the kickoff event was
the '90s Hip-Hop
Empowerment Movement.

“We welcome the community
and CSUB students to gather in

[See HISTORY, Page 3]
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Daniel Alexander (left) and Michael Lyday play various hip-hop songs of the 90s for CSUB’s

kickoff of Black History Month.

HOOPS

FOUR STRAIGHT WINS

Diana Olivares/The Runner

Above: Junior Tyonna Outland pushes her way past a
University of Texas Pan-American defender on her way to the

rim.

Right: Sophomore Alyssa Shannon drives toward the hoop to

attempt a layup.

For more analysis on the women’s victory over the University
of Texas Pan-American, their four-game winning streak, as
well as full standings of the first half of Western Athletic
Conference play, turn to PAGE 4.

CAMPUS

ASI talks
website
launch

Student meeting
includes lesson
In sensitivity
toward those
with disabilities

By Stephanie Cox
Staff Writer

Associated Students Inc. host
speakers for a discussion on
sensitivity to disability and
regarding the re-launch of the
California State University,
Bakersfield website.

Janet Millar from the
Counseling Center and Janice
Clausen, Director of the
Services for Students with
Disabilities, spoke briefly with
ASI about disabilities and how
to be sensitive to others.

Millar said, “Be sensitive to
what others have to deal with.”

The next speaker in the ASI
meeting was Colleen Dillaway,
the Director of Public Affairs
and Communication who spoke
about the new website.

The re-launch was decided by
administration in 2011, which a
private firm was selected to
form focus groups of faculty
and students to build a better
website.

Some guiding principals
behind the website were for it
to have a consistent look, clear-
ly and visually branded with the
CSUB logo, easy to navigate,
and that would give users an
immediate impression of what
CSUB is.

“It’s more clear,” said graduate
student Andrea Gonzalez, a 23-
year-old sociology major. She
believes that the best feature of
the site is that “you can just go
straight to anything.”

Dillaway explained that the
site will always be updating and
fixing issues, and if students
have issues, concerns, or com-
ments they can click on the bot-
tom right hand of the page
where it says “site issues” and
fill out a form that is directly
sent to her and the IT crew for
the website.

This means any broken links
or inconsistencies that users
find with the new website.

“| think [the website] is actu-
ally really good. There’s a bet-
ter, warmer environment,” said

ASlI  Vice President of
Programming Savannah
Andrews.

ARTS

‘Opera Scenes’ scores with audience

By Rachel Hill
Staff Writer

With steady breath and no evi-
dence of nerves, students per-
formed a selection from several
operas in the CSUB Doré
Theatre Friday, Jan. 31.

Stage Director Peggy Sears
hosted the evening, introducing
select pieces from “The
Marriage of Figaro,”
“Susannah,” “The Mikado” and
“The Merry Widow.”

Music Director Soo-Yeon Park
Chang played the accompany-
ing piano throughout the night.

Musical pieces by Mozart,
Floyd, Sullivan and Lehar illus-
trated each scene, enhancing the
changing moods from comedic
to cheerless to carefree.

Andy Dare, 23, a senior major-
ing in liberal studies, attended
the event for Music in the
Elementary Classroom with
music professor Dr. Rene
Ferrell.

“I’m loving the show. The solo
in the Susannah piece was real-
ly good. Sad, but really good.
The Figaro scenes are all really
funny, definitely a big tonal
shift there,” Dare said.

“Susannah” was performed by
Ashten Smith with Robert
Hamilton playing Blitch. It was
the somber piece of the night
and the only one with origins in
the United States. “The
Marriage of Figaro” featured
Tori Provencio, Robert
Hamilton and  Katherine
Kiouses. Several of the vocals
for “Figaro” were sang in
Italian. These were translated
for the audience on a screen
above the stage.

Kathleen Murray, 57, who also
attended, said the Japanese

[See OPERA, Page 2]

Emily Cole/The Runner

Actresses Kristen Falls (left) and Tori Provencio (right) prepare to perform in CSUB Opera

Theatre’s production on Friday, Jan. 31, at the Doré Theatre.



7 Opinions

Feb. 5, 2014

Volume XXXIX, Issue 12

THE RUNNER

The Runner
California State University,
Bakersfield
9001 Stockdale Hwy.
Bakersfield, CA 93311-1099
Telephone 661.654.2165
Fax 661.654.6905
E-mail runner@csub.edu
therunneronline.com

editorialstaff

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Robin Gracia
Robin.gracia88@gmail.com

MANAGING EDITOR
Steven Barker
SBarker220@gmail.com

NEWS
Michael Wafford, Editor
Sandy Ornelas, Assistant Editor

OPINION
Alex Ripepi, Editor
Brandon Mann, Assistant Editor

FEATURES
Athena Skapinakis, Editor
Shelby Parker, Assistant Editor

SPORTS
Nathan Sanchez, Editor
Josh Bennett, Assistant Editor

PHOTO
Rebecca Grant, Editor
Emily Cole, Assistant Editor

WEB EDITOR
Casey Webb
cbwebb83@gmail.com

ADVERTISING/BUSINESS
MANAGER

Kassie Mullican
kmullican23@yahoo.com

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER
Dayai Youn

ADVISER
Jennifer Burger
jburgerl @csub.edu

newsroomstafl

COPY CHIEF
Shelby Hagelstein

STAFF WRITERS

Stephanie Cox, Ileana Angulo,
Rachel Hill, Anthony Jauregui,
Richard Garibay, Margarita
Rodriguez, Connie Hayes, Alma
Sandoval

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND
MULTIMEDIA

Fernando Miranda, Diana
Olivares, Schaelaur Smith,
Mateo Solano

ABOUT

The Runner is a laboratory
newspaper published weekly, in
conjunction with the
Department of
Communications at California
State University, Bakersfield.
The Runner believes all adver-
tising to be correct but cannot
guarantee its accuracy or be
responsible for its outcome.

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send letters to the editor to
runner@csub.edu. All letters
must be signed and verified
and be no more than 300
words in length. Letters may
be edited for clarity and
length.

DISCLAIMERS

Views and opinions expressed
in the Runner are not necessar-
ily those of the editors, staff or
the Department of
Communications. Each quar-
ter’s student staff determines
content/advertising choices,
with advice only from the
adviser. Content creation and
selection are all made by stu-
dent editors. The staff of the
Runner reserves the right to
refuse or omit any advertising
or material which advocates
illegal activity, or which many
be considered libelous, irre-
sponsible or tasteless. The
Runner does not accept tobac-
co-related advertising.

COPYRIGHT

Copyright belongs to the
Department of
Communications at California
State University, Bakersfield.

Designate smoking areas

By Richard Garibay
Staff Writer

A 2012 letter from
University of California
President Mark G. Yudof
to the UC chancellors
calls for a the ban on all
tobacco use, advertising
and sales in every UC
campus by 2014.

In his letter, Yudof
claimed that, “Offering a
smoke-free environment
will contribute positively
to the health and well-
being of all UC students,
faculty, staff, and our
patients and visitors.”

need of guidance.

The fact is that tobacco
users are adults who have
the right to make whatev-
er choices they wish.
They don’t need to be
coddled by officials who
are taking it upon them-
selves to choose how peo-
ple live their lives.

Yudof and the chancel-
lors must also think that
tobacco users are illiterate
and cannot read the clear-
ly printed warning on
tobacco products from the
Surgeon General.

If tobacco users still use
these products after all of

The ban has been in the warnings and statis-
effect since tics, it’sa
Jan. 1 and The fact is that safe bet
could soon that they
find its way tobacco users aren’t
onto csu are adults who ikely to
campuses. have the right to stop and

I will nei- will take
ther argue make whatever offense
for or choices they totheuC
against the . b a n
use of wish. smother-
tobacco. | ing them.

do, however, find a fault
in trampling the free-
doms of those who choose
to use tobacco products.

One objective of the ban
is to help tobacco users
quit and offer workshops
and products like nicotine
patches to help.

The problem with this
offer is that it assumes
people who use tobacco
want to quit.

As shocking as it may be,
there are people who
enjoy tobacco and should-
n’t be forced to stop. The
UC ban assumes these
people are naive children,
oblivious to danger and in

The smoking ban was
also fueled by the dangers
of secondhand smoke to
non-smokers. Designated
smoking areas are the per-
fect solution.

Granted, CSUB’s own
smoking areas aren’t
effective due to a lack of
signage and insufficient
enforcement  regarding
individuals who choose to
smoke outside of the des-
ignated areas.

UC campuses are large
places; designating at
least one smoking area
twenty-five feet away
from entrances and walk-
ways, despite a conducted

by breathecalifornia.org
that said smoke can travel
up to twenty feet from its
origin.

At CSUB, for example,
there could be one smok-
ing area in the middle of
the small field between
Science Il and the
Student Health Center.
Designating areas would

Smoking on campus

Ban all cigarettes on campus

By Anthony Jauregui
Staff Writer

How many times have
you had a cloud of ciga-
rette smoke blown into
your face around cam-
pus? Were you outside
your classroom waiting
for class to start? Or were
you in a designated area

be much more successful
than a ban.

While some individuals
argue that smokers won’t
use designated areas, oth-
ers contend that smokers
will also disobey a ban
should one be enforced at
all.

I do not agree with this
potential ban and hope
CSUB doesn’t adopt a
similar approach.

Tobacco is dangerous,
that I will not argue.

However, when it comes
to a person’s choice to use
tobacco, | will not make a
choice for someone else.

sitting on a bench? Either
way, secondhand smoke
is infecting our air and
lungs.

This year, all campuses
in the University of
California system banned
smoking.

Some individuals may
think that the smoking
ban does not affect them
directly. However, many
universities are contem-
plating banning smoking
on their campuses as
well. California State
University, Bakersfield
could very well be next.

Bans on smoking have

been implemented all

over the country and have
seen positive results.
According a report
released on Thursday by
the Institute of Medicine,
“secondhand smoke sig-
nificantly increased the
risk of a heart attack
among both smokers and
nonsmokers.”

The report goes on to say
that, “Bans on smoking in
places like restaurants,
offices and public build-
ings reduce cases of heart
attacks and heart dis-

ease.”
There are no doubts that
secondhand smoke is

harmful to everyone, but
why is there still a back-

campus, but they’re too
close to entrances, build-
ings and many pathways
that people walk each
day.

“Honestly man, the
smell just stinks. That’s
probably the  worst
thing,” said Mike Huerta,
a senior anthropology
major.

The worst part of being a
nonsmoker is having the
scent of other people’s
smoke on your clothes

You are forced to carry
the scent around all day
and ultimately take it
home to your family, pets
and furniture.

“| think [the ban] is good

l ash for people
from «’s better to not who don’t
people h smoke,” said
opposing expose them Kayla
it ban [nonsmokers] to Frayre, a
on cam- : ” senior who
puses? anythmg' is  double
Smokers Kayla Frayre majoring in
do have theatre and

a right to do whatever
they want, but the fact of
the matter is that they are
the minority and we
should protect the majori-
ty of people.

It is wrong to limit the
rights of people, but what
if the ban ultimately
helped smokers and non-
smokers alike?

Yes, individuals who
smoke would be upset if a
ban were to be put into
effect, but at least they
would  produce less
smoke for others to inhale
while potentially lower-
ing the risk of second-
hand smoke as well.

There are already desig-
nated smoking areas on

political science
“It’s better to not expose
[nonsmokers] to any-
thing. | know people
whoever had lung cancer
and all sorts of stuff and
it’s better to keep it away
from people who don’t
want to do it.”
We’ve all seen the conse-
quences of smoking.
Ailments can range from
cancer to emphysema.
Smoking should be

banned at CSUB to pro-
tect the majority of stu-
dents who do not choose
to smoke as well as pre-
serve the air quality for
future  residents  of
Bakersfield and this uni-
versity.

Opera delights and entertains

[OPERA, Page 1]Opera

“The Mikado” was her favorite. She was specifically enter-

tained by David Allen Alvarez, who played the character of Ko-Ko.
“He’s just a natural comedian, dancing around. It was hilarious. He was so into the
performance. He didn’t hold back,” Murray said.
Alvarez received much laughter from the audience, from his dancing and acting
style to his wig flying off. Additional actors were Krystal Angulo as Yum-Yum,

audience at Doré Theatre

Lawrence Lyons as Nanki-Poo and Maritza Osornia as Katisha.

Ending the evening was “The Merry Widow,” which welcomed back most of the
cast. The finale pleased Ali Ling, 13, who attended with her mother and younger sis-
ter. Ling particularly liked the costumes, designed by Roger Upton.

“l always thought it’d be fun to act,” Ling said. “It’d be fun to dress up.”

The Doré Theatre hosts events each quarter. Upcoming presentations include voice

recitals, guitar and jazz performances along with the Chamber
Orchestra and Concert Band. CSUB students are admitted free with
student identification. General admission is $10 while seniors and
off-campus students are $5.
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Tattoos allow for self-expression

By Kristen Garza
Staff Writer

Many individuals with tattoos face the
possibility of being judged for their body
art.

Despite a gain in popularity over the
last few decades, tattooed people contin-
ue to face a negative stigma.

For Bakersfield residents looking to
express their individuality, they persist
and stand by their body art.

People acquire tattoos for many reasons
that are often sentimental.

Perhaps the portrait of a pet captures a
time when that person was bullied or
abused and the only acceptance they felt
was from their pet.

It’s possible that tattooed song lyrics or
a Bible verse helps that person endure a
divorce or gives them inspiration and
power to persevere.

In some cases, survivors of cancer or
other diseases seek out tattoos to remind
them of their struggles and strengths.

Tattoos can stand as reminders of lost
loved ones, as well.

Mandie Dixon, a 30-year-old stay-at-
home mom, explained the origin of her
lavender cancer ribbon tattoo.

“Every day it’s a reminder to me to be
thankful for the life that | have because

[my aunt] had to fight for hers,” said
Dixon.

The stories behind the works of art are
often unique, emotional and interesting,
but sadly the old adage of not judging a
book by its cover is often forgotten in the
case of tattoos.

Another unique perspective comes from
Khristyn Webb, a 23-year-old senior
biology major who is partial to her tattoo
of an anime character.

“l was drawn to the character, Cheza,
because she acts as the gateway to their
heaven and salvation. | connect with
that, although 1I’'m not religious, part of
me wants to know that there’s something
good at the end,” Webb said.

For those who wear their art proudly,
stares and whispers are easily ignored,
whereas for others the negative attention
is defeating.

“One time a lady came into a shop |
worked at. | think she was trying to
prove to her teenager that tattooed peo-
ple were trashy. And she was conde-
scending, presumptuous and treated me
like I was the devil’s concubine,” said
Karin Ackerman, a 42-year-old tattoo
artist.

In the past, tattoos were most common-
ly found on sailors, coal-miners, gang
members and convicts.

Emily Cole/The Runner
Khristyn Webb, a 23-year-old biology
major, displays her tattoo of the
anime character Cheza from “Wolf’s
Rain” on Jan. 29, 2014.

However, times have changed and min-
istry leaders, mothers, and doctors now
have tattoos.

Josh Haidze, a 24-year-old apprentice

tattoo artist at Black Shamrock, said that
he believes that media makes tattoos
more acceptable.

“Exposure to marketing and trends in
fashion and television are helping tattoos
become more acceptable in today’s soci-
ety,” said Haidze.

Body art is not a practice adopted with-
in the last decade as most may believe.

Archaic tribes and cultures were adorn-
ing their bodies with tattoos for reasons
such as religious protection, distinguish-
ing royalty, enhancing features or even
as a way of displaying their achieve-
ments in battle.

Tattoos then and now tend to serve a
purpose rather than to be decorations.

“Those without tattoos judge those for
having them, but those with tattoos don’t
judge those for not having them,” said
Haidze.

Like most things with a negative stigma
in society, there will always be those
who simply do not understand or refuse
to accept body modifications.

Prejudice veils the tattooed culture and
probably always will.

Fortunately, there are many popular and
relatable tattooed people proving body
art does not make a person sinister or
intimidating but simply an individual
who wears their art and stories proudly.

Unmarked skin symbolizes individualism

By Athena Skapinakis
Features Editor

According to a 2012 Harris Poll, one out of five
Americans has at least one tattoo. More than 85 percent
asserted that they don’t regret their decision in getting
a tattoo, 30 percent claimed it makes them feel sexy, 25
percent stated that they feel rebellious and 21 percent
feel more attractive.

When taking these results into account, it is prevalent
that tattoos are no longer just an identifying factor of
ex-cons or lower class society but are expressions of
identity, individuation and freedom. All of these are
reasons why | will never get a tattoo.

I’ve entertained several ideas for tattoos such as my
favorite Shakespearean quote, the iconic tri-force from
“The Legend of Zelda” video game series, Star Trek-
related symbols and other things I’m fond of, but |
always came across the same problem: placement.

That’s when | realized there isn’t any area of my body
| want a tattoo. | can never picture myself with one. It
just isn’t me.

As a 22-year-old woman, my identity is still in a state
of development. | am indecisive, constantly changing,
growing and discovering new things about myself. |
cannot commit to any symbol to permanently place on
my skin to define me or allow for me to be categorized
by my peers. | feel that my values and actions are what
define me, and that my choice of not getting a tattoo
shapes my identity the same way as it does for someone
who does choose to get one.

Maybe the purpose of a tattoo is to set oneself apart
from others. It’s a declaration of individualism.
However, with tattoos becoming so common, | feel |
am expressing my individuation by refusing to inten-
tionally mark my skin. My identity is uniquely my own
and inimitable. However, not everyone may have that
same self-perception. Others do want to further set

themselves apart, and that is their choice to make,
which brings me to my next point.

Many individuals get tattoos in order to exert control
over one’s own body. As a free thinking adult who is
able to take any liberties that | choose to, | have opted
to display my freedom by refusing to conform to what
is considered popular amongst my peers. If | did get a
tattoo, | would want it to have a special meaning to me.
Not getting a tattoo is what has true significance for
me. | like my skin unaltered by ink, and I express my
freedom by maintaining so.

Every human being is different. We are diverse in the
way we carry ourselves, think and live. Our dissimilar-
ities make us exclusive and extraordinary. What is best
for someone else may not be best for me and vice versa.
There is no right or wrong in that, only a unique differ-
ence in personality or lifestyle choices, and that’s what
makes us individually remarkable. Even without a tat-
too, | am anything but ordinary.

Campus
celebrates
hip-hop at
Black
History
kickoff

[HISTORY, Page 1] the cele-
bration of the African American
community,” said CSUB senior
Kalyn Valentine.

Students and numerous guests
gathered to commemorate
inspiring hip-hop artists in the
'90s. Hip-hop culture originated
in the Bronx in New York City.

Artists such as Kurtis Blow,
Ice Cube, Tupac and Lauryn
Hill were important during the
era.

Sophomore Jazmine Davis
said, “I picked Lauryn Hill to
present on because | felt she
had a great impact on the '90s.
With music people got to learn
the evolution of hip-hop and
how it affected the '90s.”

Regardless of race everyone
enjoyed the event.

Hannah Rodriguez said, “I
heard about this event from my
professor. | did not know what
to expect. It was cool and dif-
ferent. | could relate because |
knew a lot of the music.”

During the event, applications
to the Ernest W. Williams, Jr.
Scholarship were given out.

Students are given the oppor-
tunity to earn up to $1,000 for
one academic quarter.

Karla Young encouraged grad-
uating students to attend the
Recognition Ceremony.

Every year, a ceremony is held
to honor hard work and educa-

tional goals.
This year it will take place
May 31 in the Student

Recreation Center.
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By Josh Bennett
Assistant Sports Editor

Men’s Basketball: The men’s
basketball team finally picked up
their second Western Athletic
Conference win of the season,
with a 72-64 win at Texas Pan-
American, to split their weekend
road trip. Redshirt-senior Issiah
Grayson led the team with 27
points. They play at Grand
Canyon on Saturday.

Baseball: The baseball team
has been favored to win the
Western Athletic Conference reg-
ular season by the conference’s 10
head coaches. They received eight
first-place votes in the preseason
poll. They will be hosting a Hot
Stove dinner, with keynote speak-
er, former Dodgers and Yankees
pitcher Tommy John, on Saturday.

Wrestling: The wrestling team
had five wrestlers place at the
California Collegiate Open over
the weekend, they also won at San
Francisco State 24-12. They will

’Runner Roundup

travel to Cal Baptist and No. 5
Oklahoma State next weekend.

Softball: The softball team was
picked to finish fourth in the
Western Athletic Conference by
the conference’s six head coaches
in the preseason poll. They will
host Pittsburgh in a doubleheader
on Friday, before facing Texas
A&M, Dayton, and UC Santa
Barbara at the UC Santa Barbara
tournament on Saturday and
Sunday.

Water Polo: The water polo
team split their games at the Cal
Baptist Mini over the weekend.
They beat Claremont Mudd
Scripps, who is ranked No. 1 in
Division 111, 13-9, and lost to No.
9 San Diego State 14-6.

Track and Field: The men’s and
women’s track and field team
were at CSU Northridge on
Saturday. Redshirt-junior and
team captain Richard Maestre led
the team with two individual vic-
tories in the 300m and 60m hur-
dles.

Diana Olivares/The Runner

Redshirt-junior guard Dajy Vines battles for a rebound with a
Texas Pan-American player, Saturday at the Icardo Center.

’Runners on a Roll: Women’s
basketball wins four straight

The 'Runner women’s basketball team has defied expecta-
tions and won four games in a row to claim second place in
the Western Athletic Conference standings behind the
Vandals of undefeated Idaho University.

By Nate Sanchez
Sports Editor

The Roadrunners capped off last week with an 82-74 victory
against the University of Texas-Pan American Broncs on Saturday,
Feb. 1 at the Icardo Center. Redshirt-junior guard Tyonna Outland
led the charge offensively with 21 points, while sophomore forward
Batabe Zempare recorded her second consecutive double-double.

“It’s kinda mind-blowing,” Zempare said. “I’m just glad | was
able to do it. I couldn’t do it without my teammates. I’m gonna go
all-out even if it’s not scoring; whatever it takes to win. ”

Zempare’s offensive prowess has been at the forefront of the
"Runners’ performance as of late, but the freshman’s defense has
drawn praise from her coaching staff. She recorded a new school
record of 21 rebounds Saturday, 15 of which were on defense.

Keeping up with the Broncs made defense a difficult task for the
"Runners. The Broncs made good use of their speed, scoring 14
points off of fast breaks and drawing 21 fouls out of the Runners.

The "Runners made use of speed of their own, scoring 52 points
in the paint, 18 more than their opponents.

“It’s a testament to how we play as a team,” said sophomore guard
Alyssa Shannon. “If one person gets beat, we preach defense. We
match their athleticism by playing as a team.”

With Saturday’s victory over the Broncs, the ’Runners have
recorded four wins in a row, skyrocketing them from the lower half
of the conference standings to a more favorable second place spot.

The Runners now have sole possession of second place in the
Western Athletic Conference standings, pushing the Broncs to a tie
for third place behind Seattle University. Idaho University remains
unbeaten as of Feb. 5, holding onto first place.

Ranked fifth by both coaches and media, the ’Runners’ perform-
ance has far outdone their conference’s expectations.

“My expectation is to come out here and battle and be one of the
top two teams in this conference,” Head Coach Greg McCall said.

With all their recent success, the Runners are staying aloof about
their newfound progress.

“Our big thing right now is not settling,” said Outland. “As we
progress into the season, we’ve been pulling together and making
sure nobody takes breaks.We need everybody in order to be suc-
cessful.”

“We can’t get caught up in the hype of having a little bit of suc-
cess,” said McCall. “I just want them to stay hungry and continue
to not be satisfied.”

Even so, the "Runners have developed a swagger from their
accomplishments. An almost-palpable intensity exudes from the
"Runners during this four-game stretch.

“Every time we step on the court we have a lot of trust in our
teammates,” said Shannon. “We know we’re gonna win that game.
We have to play that way so that the other team knows it’s gonna
be a battle.”

The "Runners will resume WAC play on Saturday, Feb. 8 at the
Icardo Center, taking on the ’Lopes of Grand Canyon University at
1p.m.

Diana Olivares/The Runner

Head Coach Greg McCall coaches the women’s basketball
team to a thrilling victory.

Graphic from WACSports.com
Halfway through Western Athletic Conference play, the
‘Runners currently sit in second place. The record on the right
shows the overall record, while the record to the left shows the
team’s record in conference play.

Winter is coming: The Runner’s sports guys take on the Olympics in Sochi

Sochi simply isn’t safe for
Americans or anyone else
for that matter. It'll be a hos-
tile environment for gays
and a poisonous deathtrap
for dogs.

By Nate Sanchez
Sports Editor

On Thursday, Feb. 6, the
United States will send a record
230 athletes to Sochi in Russia

to compete in the Winter
Olympics. That’s 230 athletes
too many.

With as much talk as there was
about boycotting the games,
Americans didn’t make their
voice loud enough. The United
States has no business in Sochi,
even if that means proving a
point to President Putin.

My main concern is safety.
Fliers, handed out by police in
Sochi around the local hotels,
warn of possible terrorists who
may be in the city.

I’m not sure about you, but a
chance at a golden circle with a
ribbon around my neck is worth
risking getting killed in a terror-
ist attack.

These terrorists, known as
“Black Widows,” are suicide
bombers affiliated with the
Caucasus Emirate, an active
militant Sufi nationalist organi-
zation.

According to Stanford
University, the group aims to
aid in global jihad. Yeah, they
slipped past security at the
Winter Olympics.

The image of one black widow
in particular, known as Ruzanna
Ibragimova, is all over the city
on the aforementioned fliers,
but Georgetown professor and
student of regional militant
groups Christopher Swift told
ABC News that it’s rare for
these attacks to have only one
operative.

So, there may be more terror-
ists operating in Sochi.

“Terrorist” is an ugly word as
it is, but it gets a whole lot more
frightening when it’s paired
with “more.”

It’s great that Sochi police is
hunting these women down, but
that’s something you do pre-
emptively.

The State department has
warned against “wearing con-
spicuous Team USA clothing in
non-accredited areas.”

What?

seriously as this “morally pro-
gressive pillar of justice” when
we send athletes to compete for
games overseen by a President
who denies rights to gay people.
President Obama has been more
than vocal in his support for the
LGBT community, until now.
Why? Because our Olympians
“are training hard” and “doing
everything they can to suc-
ceed.”

If you’re an animal lover, get
this: the local government,

That’s basical-

ly like saying,
“Hey, | know
y ou’'re
American. But
don’t look too
much like an
American  or
they’ll kill
you.”

Oh yeah, also
the in the bor-
dering nation of
Ukraine, the
people are riot-
ing, calling for

their  current
president’s res-
ignation. The
nation as
whole is, as for-
mer Ukrainian president Leonid
Kravchuk says, “on the brink of
civil war.” Perfect. But don’t
worry! We’re prepared.

Assistant sports editor Josh
Bennett said that in a memo
from CBS News on Jan. 20, it
was mentioned that the U.S.
military has transport planes on
alert in addition to two Navy
ships in the Black Sea just in
case stuff goes down.

The U.S. shouldn’t have to
establish a military presence for
games. It’s a terrible allocation
of resources.

Additionally, how can we as a
country be expected to be taken
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The Winter Olympics in Sochi are riddled with
scandal, which raises the question: Should the
dus. really be a part of these games?

according to Charles Robinson
of Yahoo Sports, is Killing off
stray dogs.

Now it seems animal rights
have been added to the list of
injustices perpetrated by our
winter hosts.

Again, safety of the athletes is
my top priority, as it should be
for anyone. Regardless of
where you stand on the gay
rights debate, discrimination
and hate is wrong.

Sprinkle the top of that with
the hundreds of dead dogs
lying dead in the streets and you
ask yourself one question: why
are we doing this again?

While Sochi has many prob-
lems going on, that should
not scare away our
Olympians from competing
for their countries, and for
their beliefs.

By Josh Bennett
Assistant Sports Editor

Sochi is obviously going
through a tough time right now.
There are threats of suicide
bombers, controversy from the
government concerning gay
athletes, and the ongoing con-
flict in nearby Ukraine. Due to
all of this, there has been talk on
whether the U.S. should send
their Olympians to sure con-
flict. 1 believe that the U.S.
should still allow the athletes to
go to Sochi for the Winter

Olympics.
While some people, such as
German President Joachim

Gauck, have already decided on
boycotting the games, due to
the Russian government’s vio-
lations of human rights, there
has yet to be an entire country
planning on a boycott. One per-
son who opposes a boycott is
President Obama.

“l do not think it is appropriate
to boycott the Olympics. We
have got a bunch of Americans
who are training hard, who are
doing everything they can to
succeed, Obama said, despite
being “offended” by Russia’s
policy on gay athletes, at a press

conference in August.

“One of the things | am look-
ing forward to is maybe some
gay or leshian athletes bringing
home the gold, silver or
bronze,” Obama said.

This does not mean, however,
that the U.S. will be going into
Sochi unprepared in case of an
attack. According to a report by
CBS News on Jan. 20, the U.S.
military has plans to put trans-
port planes, on alert, in sur-
rounding European bases. They
also will have two Navy ships
docked in the Black Sea, in case
evacuation is necessary.

Along with having evacuation
plans, the Jan. 24 edition of the
Wall Street Journal published
and reviewed a memo sent out
to U.S. by the U.S. Olympic
Committee, regarding wearing
USA clothing on the streets in
Sochi.

“The U.S. Department of State
has advised that wearing con-
spicuous Team USA clothing in
non-accredited areas may put
your personal safety at greater
risk.” The memo also stated the
Olympians should enroll in a
State Department traveler pro-
gram to increase safety.

The Russian government is
hunting down the Black Widow
suicide bombers to ensure the
safety of their Olympians and
their games.

“The Russian authorities
understand the stakes here.
They understand that there are

potential threats that are out
there,” said Obama in an inter-
view to CNN on Jan. 30. “We
are coordinating with them.
We’ve looked at their plans. |
think we have a good sense of
the security that they’re putting
in place to protect not only the
athletes themselves, but also
visitors there.”

As far as the controversy sur-
rounding gay athletes in Russia,
the best form of protest is to
show up and win rather than not
show up. A similar situation
occurred during the 1936
Olympics in Berlin, where
Hitler was calling ethnic
Africans inferior. U.S. runner
Jesse Owens showed up and
proved Hitler wrong by winning
four gold medals at the event,
the ultimate sign of protest and
sticking it to someone else’s
poor opinion.

You cannot fight for your own
beliefs sitting at home. Our
olympians should want to go to
Sochi, to not only win, but to
fight for their own beliefs. If
Russia doesn’t want any gay
athletes, then a gay athlete
should show up and do their
best and prove them wrong.
The Olympics are always a fun
event to watch. Despite contro-
versy surrounding the games,
within them and outside of
them, all the involved nations
will ensure that the games hap-
pen safely and without a hitch.

Athlete of the Week

Following her record-setting performances last week,
sophomore forward Batabe Zempare has earned Western
Athletic Conference honors as their player of the week
following her outstanding performances against New
Mexico State and University of Texas-Pan American.
She averaged 20 points with 19.5 rebounds per game en
route to a 2-0 week.
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