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Robert Podesva is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Linguistics at Stanford University.  He holds a PhD and MA from Stanford University and a BA from Cornell University.  His research examines the social significance of phonetic variation in the domains of segmental phonetics, prosody, and voice quality.  He is particularly interested in how individuals draw on phonetic resources to construct 
identity, most notably gender, sexuality, race, and their 
intersections.  Current projects focus on the social meaning of non-modal voice qualities in interactional contexts and sociolinguistic variation in inland California and Washington, DC.  He has co-edited Research Methods in Linguistics, Language and Sexuality: Contesting Meaning in Theory and Practice, and a special issue of American Speech on sociophonetics and sexuality.

About Tonight’s Lecture

Media representations of California English center heavily on urban youth from the state’s coastal regions.  Sociolinguistic work shows a similar bias, as survey studies have been undertaken in Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, and San Francisco only.  In this talk, I report on findings from the Stanford University collaborative research project, Voices of California.  The project aims both to better describe the range of linguistic patterns observed in understudied regions of California and to situate findings in the diversity of experiences represented within the state’s borders.  An analysis of vowel and consonant pronunciation and grammatical variation in our sociolinguistic interviews reveals that Bakersfield, Merced, and Redding – which together span the Central Valley – show both striking similarities and subtle regional differences.  Similarities can be traced to shared settlement histories and the arrival of Southern speech features in the Dust Bowl.

