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Dear Miss Morgan: 

OF"f" IC E OF T H E PUBLIS H E R 

BRO ADWAY AT ELEV ENTH ST. , L O S AN G ELES 

August 14 , 1926 

In cornparin~ our place here\ ith t he Ital i an vi l las 
I f ind tha t the main advant age the I talian villas have over 
us ar e in the matter of wide terraces . 

Our walks and terraces are gene rally narr ow and 
r.iot formal , t }:le Bsplanade being the one no t~ble exce ption.-
vie have practically no l arge te r race areas 1n th nature of 
plazas except t he one in front of the main house. Of course 
we 11ill have another at t he east end of the main house when 
we uons truct the patio , but I think the ;,hole grounds would 
assume a more formal and fi nished asne ct if we t rans formed our 
walks i nto formal Esplanades and paved ihem with tiles and 
bordered them more or less r igidly with vases or railing"S 
or statuary , etc . . 

'l1he two terraces on either side of the pool and the 
fl ight s of s teps leading down are going to be attractive 
features . I sugges t we make these terrace s as big as nossible 
and the steps as wide and stately as possible. ' 

Al l t hese things on a big scal e wi l l help t o conform 
the landscape t o the scale of the main house and i n addition 
t hey will make the grounds much more livabl e as well as much 
more stately . 

I would like to go over the grounds rith you to see 
where these esnlanades and terraces can be made . I thi nk the 
pomegranate wa1k should be widened to ab ou t the width of our 
present esplanade and I think another esplanade shoul d be i nse rt ­
ed in the landscape , possibly by wide ning the present walk 
whi ch goes partly around t he hill and jo i ns up with the terraces 
i n f ront of the houses . 

I thiDk there should be s ome ve ry wide terraces below 
the present wall on the west and south s ides particularly . 1he 
road rather prevent s a:qything of ihat ki nd on t he north side . 
Hov ever, effective te r rfices can be put in fr ont of the new 
:r:iorth. h9use , which we ·can cal l House D or Casa del Canyon for 
1dentiflca tion. 

The wide terraces below t he present vall can be 
anproached by very impo sing flights of stens on the order of 
the ste ps be low the pool. • ar ticul arl y can features of this 
ki nd be built i n front of Houses A and C, and probably i n fron t 
of House E, wh1ch will be the new house on t he south side . 
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I should thi nk two such l ower esplanades and t erraces 
could be bui l t before we come t o t he final lower wall, whi ch 
we have vaguel y pl anned, and ,·hich would be an esplanade 
covered wi th a vn de pergola beari ng grape vines . 

I th i nk there should be fount ai ns and various 
fe a tur es such as columns and s ta tuary to emphas i ze the 
i mportant poi nts on t he new t errace s and s t airways , and 
that t he r e shoul d be t emples and tower s and pools at various 
vi ewpoint s flnd pleasant places. 

I don ' t see why we can I t build sonethi ng conspicuous 
and use ful and at t r active to o i n the middl e of the blank 
space t o the west that wef lways f eel needs fil ling up. I mean 
t he space west of t he poo i n t he mi ddle of that s tretch of l ower 
wal l. . 

Per haps we might have a t emple her e , or an Alhambra 
tower, or a Moor i sh pavil 1..on , or Chi nese t ea gar den, or s ome­
thi ng tha t nould be effec tive and enj oyabl e. 

I would al so suggest tha t we put co l umns or some 
fe a tur e on each s ide of the cascade t ermi nat i ng the esplanade 
whe r e i t turns and goes up back of the Neptune foun tain. 

thi ngs . 
' e can wal k over t he grounds and plan out t hese 

I run me r ely maki ng these not es as r emi nde r s . 

Si nce rely yours, 



J - 3 

tner 
n.oc~•u ~[w rA e O in • WHt: 

OF"f"ICE OF" THE PUBLtSHE~ 
BROADWAY AT ELEVENTH ST.,LQS ANGELES 

The money·that we would snend on this road I would pre fe r snendi~ on a dam. Mr . Rossi has se lected a darn si t e at t he f oot of the ravine and I am as ki ng him to have t he ne cessary tests of t he flat bottom made , 'to be sure tha t we can bui ld~ dam there, and also to have t he specifications made and estima tes of the cost accura tely made. 
Appar ently we can build a forty f oot dam for about ~'5 50i000 , or t he cos t of the road whi ch we have decided not to bui d. 

Thi s dam would hol d pl enty of water for irr ieation and should make a very pretty lake and f ish nond. It would s olve r . Parks' wa t er probl em and t .o a certain extent relieve t he dr ai n on the Hil l' s wa t er supply . 
If our ro ad buildi :ng crews get t hrough their road wo rk by the l atter par t of Se.:pt ember , they should be ab .e to build the dam and have it comp~e t ed be for e t he first of the year. 1-'erha~s the crew that has worked on menagerie hi l l could be transfer red to Chi nese hi l l and take of f the t op of t ha t hill , and i n a way make way for our amb i tious plans for t he sal t water pool. 

Thi s is erhaps the f i nest site any whe re around here and the ques tion of how bes t to t ake advantage of i t i n the ma tter of cons truc tion is quite i mportant. 
I have var ious vague nl ans whi ch I would l i ke to discuss wi th you . fJir . Hunter has sent you a numbe r of pi ctures and sug~est ions for various features . I am mer el y trying to l ay oui here t he general pl an for t he fal l and winter wo rk . 

Sincere ly yours , 


