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t o  g i v e  a  p i c t u r e  t o  t h e  l i s t e n e r  o f  t h e  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  

t h i n g s  h e  k n o w s  o f  a n d  s e n s e s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e . ”

- J o h n  C o l t r a n e

We think CLAMOR Magazine paints a picture 
of the world th a t is rarely found in other m aga­
zines. Why is th is? Because every other month, 
we publish the stories, opinions, ideas, and art 
of everyday people who make th is world the vi­
brant work-in-progress th a t it is.

However, th is approach does not guarantee us 
success in the m ainstream  m agazine world, 
and we rely on subscribers and donations to 
continue publishing CLAMOR.

If you enjoy reading th is magazine, please con­
sider purchasing a special sponsor subscrip­
tion for yourself or a friend. With your help, we 
can continue publishing a magazine th a t is rel­
evant, interesting and necessary in a tim e of 
dumbed-down m ainstream  media.

With your sponsor subscription, you will not only 
receive six issues of truly independent media, 
you will also receive a 8.5 x 11 mosaic print of 
John Coltrane done by the a rtist Nino Russo 
th a t is suitable for framing.

Thanks for your support!
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This issue  of CLAMOR m arks our one year ann iver­

sary, and we are  both a bit overw helm ed. When we se t out 

to c rea te  CLAMOR, we had th is  nebulous idea of w hat we 

w anted  and had a d ifficult tim e explain ing  our concep t to 

people. One year later, we th ink  it is sa fe  to say  th a t  a 

good num ber of you have picked up on th e  idea th a t  CLAMOR 

is by, for and abo u t all of us. It is som etim es confusing  in 

its diversity and  elusive in identifying one com m on ideol­

ogy. It’s a lot like th e  real world.

As we go to p ress  today, Tim e-W arner and AOL fin a l­

ize a m erger th a t  m akes a m edia ou tlet like CLAMOR all 

th e  more im portan t—a m agazine  th a t  provides a thorn in 

th e  side  of m edia m onopolies. We are  w itn essin g  th e  ever 

g rea te r consolidation of m ainstream  m edia right before our 

eyes. The control of m edia, and its link to dem ocracy, is an 

issu e  a t  th e  heart of in d ependen t m edia, and  one of th e  

forem ost m edia critics, Ben B agdikian, wrote th e  sem inal 

work on th is  topic, The Media Monopoly. Though th e  firs t 

edition of th is  book debu ted  m any years ago, th e  concep ts 

today are increasingly relevant, which is why w e’ve decided 

to fea tu re  an interview with Ben in th is  issue.

As you’ve com e to expect from CLAMOR, th is  issue 

also  includes personal tes tim o n ies from people about w hat 

the ir lives are like and  th e  issu es  they are  facing . We have 

an interview with Alano Baez of th e  band R icanstruction , 

who ta lk s  about th e  Puerto Rican stru g g le  for liberation 

and independence , culturally  and politically, asw e ll a s  Hal 

Hixson’s experience travelling  to Nigeria with a strong sen se  

of se lf-aw aren ess  th a t  inform s an essay  ask ing  us to re­

consider exactly how in ternationa l deb t a ffe c ts  developing 

countries. We a lso  con tinue to ce leb ra te  culture  and  diver­

sity by fea tu rin g  interview s with b icyclists in Oregon and 

Florida, a s  well th o u g h ts  on sexuality, com m unal living, 

and  m astu rb a tio n , and working in prisoners.

We hope th a t  th is  will be th e  firs t of many a n n iv e rsa ­

ries, and  we w an t to th a n k  frien d s and suppo rte rs  near 

and fa r who m ake th is  m agazine possib le. P lease  rem em ­

bers th a t  our con tribu tors are  our readers, and we invite 

you to  s h a re  y our e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  id e a s  w ith  u s .

Thanks for reading,
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L E T T E R S

Clamor,

...A s for feedback on the latest issue I’m still 
very much blown away each time. The overall 
quality and diversity o f the writers and stories 
is a major plus. I ’m partial to the economics 
and politics but usually read most everything. 
The piece in this issue by Scott L. Indrisek was 
excellent (“We Have The Facts And We’re Vot­
ing Undecided: Progress And Poverty In An 
American College Town” DecOO/JanOl). He 
sounds as if  where lie’s at in his writing is where 
I aspire to be in the future, I plan on getting in 
touch with him soon. The continuation o f Bob 
Helms’s Philly anarchist history is exhaustive 
(Anarchists In Medicine and Phannacy: Phila­
delphia 1889-1930” DecOO/JanOl). A few 
friends and myself actually got to go on the exact 
tour he speaks o f in this story and I was floored. 
This guy is a very valuable asset to the anar­
chist community who I’m sure will go on to 
write some amazing books in the future. But 
really with the exception o f the Star wars/WTO 
piece (I’ve Got A Bad Feeling About This” 
DecOO/JanO 1) that I always knew was coming I 
enjoyed everything. You folks are providing a 
great resource to so many and everyone contin­
ues to talk about CLAMOR on my travels.

Greg Wells 
Richmond, VA

Clamor(ous) Comrades,

Thank you for sending me an issue o f  your 
magazine. I loved it. I love the concept: be­
come the medial. Reminds us that change is 
possible when we act; when we choose to par­
ticipate in the democratic process, thus become 
the media, become the political leaders o f this 
country, become the makers o f history. As 
Cesar E. Chavez put it, “Si se puede!” It can 
happen!

Mario A. Rocha 
Soledad, CA

Clamor,

I first want to say how truly pleased I am to 
have been published in your magazine. I gave 
my parents a copy of the issue for Christmas 
and there was just a little more respect when 
they saw me in a “real” magazine. So thank 
you for all the work you have been doing to 
amplifiy our voices. 1 sent out little postcards 
to a bunch o f friends telling them to go hunt 
down this fabulous magazine, not just because 
I had an article in it, but because it is the only 
magazine I have been stimulated, inspired, 
genuinely and deeply excited by in years.

Libby
the Pacific Northwest 

Clamor,

I started reading CLAMOR recently cover to 
cover, and I’ve been pleased with your maga­
zine. I’m impressed with the vastness o f  sub­
ject matter and written voices. Usually there 
is just one or two articles in a magazine that 
interest me, or it’s more a visual experience 
(i.e. photography or illustrations). With 
CLAMOR I’m excited to read one article right 
into the next and so-on. Last weekend I sent 
away for a subscription and I haven’t sub­
scribed to a magazine since I was in high 
school (Thrasher!). A mighty fine magazine. 
Keep on rockin’.

Steeb Russell 
Bellingham, WA

Hi Jason and Jen,

Hey, congrats on the new issue. As usual, it 
looks and reads great. Glad to see Sunfrog in 
there— loved his Idapalooza piece (“Folked Up 
In Tennessee” DecOO/JanOl). I’ve been to some 
o f their gatherings and they’re a hoot. The Viet­
nam spread (“Spitting Image” DecOO/JanO 1)

was excellent, especially the review. They 
guy’s a good writer although the section he 
disliked the most is the one I thought was the 
best. It answers why people do what they do, 
even when it’s not in their own best interest. 
There’s a screwed up section in the Q&A, 
though. At the top right o f p. 41, his answer 
continues in ital right after my question with­
out a break so it’s hard to realize they’re sepa­
rate. Then the next section starts without a 
question. Did I screw that up or did you? We’re 
probably going to print it in the FE and I want 
to make sure where the error is. Thanks.

Talk to you,
Peter Werbe 
Detroit, MI

Clamor,

In the fifth issue, I was amazed by the things 
Martin o f Los Crudos (Where Do We Go From 
Here?” Oct/Nov 00) had to say about DIY; 
truly insp iring . The ta len t that m ost o f  
CLAMOR’S contributors display has been a 
great source o f motivation for myself. It helps 
to find meaning in reading, studying and writ- 
ing-which has been hard for me to find in the 
past. Thanks for all the worthwhile informa­
tion you have given me through CLAMOR.

Carpe Diem,
Johan Van der Auwera 
Mechelen, Belgium

Clamor,

Let me ju s t say that I have been extremely 
impressed with CLAMOR thus far. CLAMOR 
is a welcome addition to the newsstands. I 
don't know if  you all ever saw LIP, which 
was put out by folks in Chicago and had a 
similar high-quality look to it, but CLAMOR 
seems to really be picking up where they left 
off. Hope the new year brings you much suc­
cess. My sub is in the mail (really), and I



w o u ld  be  v e ry  in te re s te d  in  c o n tr ib u tin g  c o n ­
te n t, e s p e c ia l ly  o n  is s u e s  o f  ra c e  ( s in c e  th a t 
is  w h a t I m o s tly  a d d re s s  in m y  w o rk ), i f  y o u  
a re  in te re s te d .

T ak e  c a re  
T im  W ise
A sso c ia tio n  fo r  W h ite  A n ti-R a c is t E d u c a tio n  
(A W A R E )
N a s h v il le ,  T e n n e sse e  
t jw ise @ m in d s p r in g .c o m

C la m o r,

I g o t m y m o m  to  b u y  CLA M O R  to d a y  so n o w  
sh e 's  on  th e  b a n d w a g o n . S h e  n e e d s  a  li t t le  
c la m o r  in h e r  life  a n y w ay . a l s o - I  e n jo y e d  
th e  c o p /c ro w d  a r tic le , a ll to o  fa m ilia r  w ith  
c o p  te c h n iq u e s  a f te r  N 3 0  an d  th e  o n e  y e a r  
a n n iv e r s a ry  (w e  th o u g h t w e  lo s t a n d re w  to 
t h e  k in g  c o u n ty  j a i l  t h a t  n i g h t  b u t  h e  
r e su r fa c e d  a t a b o u t 1 am ).

T h e m b a  L e w is  
P o r t la n d , O R

C o r r e c t io n s :

In a piece reflecting on the protests at the DNC in 
Los A ngeles in the DecOO/JanOl issue, the title 
“Anticipations and Preparations: A Weekend Journal 
from LA Protests at the DNC” should have read 
“Journal o f a Green Hornet: Tales and Thoughts on 
Organizing at the DNC"

Contact information for Beth Barnett (author o f “The 
City Life o f  Fake Meat,” DecOO/JanO 1) and Eric Zass 
(“Media Alliance versus the National Association 
o f  Broadcasters,” DecOO/JanOl) was accidentally 
omitted from the contributor pages. They can be 
reached via CLAMOR.

A  F e w  N o t e s  o n  A d v e r t i s i n g

As CLAMOR gram  and more attention is being paid to the people that participate 
in making CZAMWwhat it is (both readers and contributors), it is likely that advertisers 
will begin approaching us with "propositions we can’t refuse.” After all, a magazine 
pops up out of nowhere and gets hundreds of subscriptions and sells thousands of 
copies on the newsstand in its first year? Savvy marketers will, no doubt, want to get 
involved in what we have going on. Because of this, we wanted to outline our stance 
on advertising in CLAMOR so you all know where we stand on things.

Of course we’d rather print a magazine without any ads. And while there are 
magazines out there tha t do forego advertising and subsist on grants and donations 
made accessible by their non-profit sta tus, CLAMOR is not in that camp right now. 
We have to rely on subscribers, advertising and newsstand sales to keep this magazine 
afloat. Two of these elements are invisible to you as you read CLAMOR, but the 
advertising is definitely right there in plain sight. We do try to make sure our advertisers 
offer something th a t will interest our readers. However, we do not want people to 
misconstrue our placement of an ad as an editorial endorsement of the products, 
services or ideas offered by a given advertiser. And while we actively seek out 
independent businesses to advertise in CLAMOR, the budgets of many of these 
businesses is so small that they often can ’t take a chance on what they see as an 
“unknown” magazine like CLAMOR. What we're left with is a choice between allowing 
a corporate advertiserto invest money in advertising in CLAMOR and paying for CLAMOR 
with fewer ads, or printing a lot of small ads for rates that hardly pay for themselves. 
Don’t worry, you won’t find ads for smokes, booze or cars in CLAMOR, but we’re not in 
a financial position to refuse an ad from a corporate advertiser right now. Hell, all 
this talk could be moot considering the content of CLAMOR automatically turns off a 
lot of advertisers. We can hear it now, "We at Globex would love to advertise in CLAMOR, 
but all this talk about how capitalism isn’t working isn’t really good for business. 
Could you tone it down a bit?”

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Talk to people who run businesses or work in organizations or on projects that 

you think are really worthwhile and who would benefit reaching a readership of 
insightful, pro-active, free-thinking individuals. Let them know about CLAMOR 
magazine as a possible place forthem  to reach a lot of great people. Or drop us a line 
to tell us who we should contact and we'll send them sample copies with our extremely 
reasonable advertising rates. Thanks



c l a m o r  c o n t r i b u t o r s

M ichael Amitin (p. 44) is a free-lance writer for magazines and newspapers, with recent ar­
ticles published in New Times L.A., and Wildlife Conservation. An honorary member of the sore 
optimists club, Michael's amuse mints include thrashing about on an open-tuned cuatro (a ten 
string guitar from Puerto Rico) and flat-back mandolin. He can be be harangued at 
aspace@ix.netcom.com or 12437 Trail Four, Kagel Canyon, CA 91342

Bob B anner (p. 36) is a writer and student of Buddhism, Sufism and transpersonal psycholo­
gies. He has written In Search of Conspiracy: A Novel-, Fucking The Pillow & other Real Stories from 
the Sexual Battlefield; Waking Up & other Essays about Life on the Fringe and has edited Men 
Waking Up: An Anthology of Vitally Important Writings. He has also been writing a book to be 
called Waking Up? A Perilous and Joyous Journey in Community Living about his experiences in 
psychospiritual communities for seven years. He has written for Loving More, UFO Magazine, New 
Dimensions, Adbusters, New Age Journal, Perceptions, Sacred Fire, Critique, Women's Press, and 
others. He can be reached at 805-773-8560 or at 357 Castaic, Shell Beach, CA 93449 or email: 
bobbanne@eworld.com

David Barsam ian (p. 40) operates Alternative Radio, a weekly one-hour public affairs program 
that is offered free to all public radio stations in the U.S., Canada, Europe, South Africa, Australia 
and on Radio for Peace International (short wave). He can be reached at PO Box 551, Boulder, CO 
80306, (800) 444.1977, ar@orci.com or www.alternativeradio.org.

M arshall Beggs (p. 47) is a 25 year old student finishing his BA in English (w/ Political Science 
minor) and is planning on becoming a teacher. He has become deeply interested in politics 
recently, particularly regarding global issues and anarchism. In the past he has been involved in 
construction, tree-planting and the lumber industry. While he votes as far left as possible, he 
thinks representative democracy is, largely, a sham. Real change can only occur by influencing 
people's minds, and this is a task he hopes to achieve through writing. He dedicates this pursuit 
to his father, who first taught him the value of challenging illegitimate authority. He can be 
reached at mbeggs@anarchist.com or at Box 552, Gold River BC, Canada VOP 1G0

S ean  C arsw ell (p. 68) is the author of the novel Drinks For The Little Guy and publisher of the 
zine Talk Story. He spends wayy too much time reading left wing literature and watching movies 
he checks out from the library. You can reach him at yco@aol.com, gorskyco@aol.com or PO Box 
320504, Cocoa Beach, FL 32932.

S arah  Danforth (p. 16) lives in New Orleans and is still trying to figure it all out. She is 
currently looking for the appropriate hammer to smash the system. She can be reached at 
sarahdanforth@hotmail.com.

Travis Fristoe (p. 86) doesn't know what to do with his life. But you can still communicate via 
PO Box 13077, Gainesville, FL 32604-1077 for zines ($3ppd), a comic ($1) or a plain ol’ letter.

Greg Fuchs (p, 78) works with the New York City Independent Media Center. He exhibited 
photography at DUMBA in Fall 2000 and had work in A New American Landscape at Bushwick 
Studios in 1999. He is the author of Came Like It Went (B.D. Books, Washington, D.C. 1999) and 
Uma Ternura (Canvas and Companhia, Portugal, 1998).

John G erken (p. 44) is hobo-erotic, smells like freight trains and bike chains. He is currently 
involved with putting together the DlYBookmth Tree of Knowledge Distributions as well as various 
projects concerning handmade maps, which you should make and send to him. He can be reached 
care of Tree of Knowledge at PO Box 251766, Little Rock, AR 72225

Jane Graham (nee Shag Stamp) (p. 32), aka Minx Grill, is a writer, performer, zine maker and 
voyeur from the north of England relocated to Copenhagen, Denmark, who hopes to get no.9 of 
Shag Stamp out sometime this year... Amongst many other writing projects. Contactable at 
minxjane@yahoo.com.

Shaw n Granton (p. 68) just recently moved to the San Francisco area, deciding to give up the 
benefits of practical living in his home state of Connecticut for the out-of-control rents of the 
Golden Gate. So far, he has managed to avoid living in a cardboard box in the park, but just 
barely. You can help Shawn avoid that predicament by sending him a dollar for his self-pub­
lished comic TEN FOOT RULE or two dollars for the MODERN INDUSTRY anthology. He can be 
reached at 110 Pacific Ave #296, San Francisco, CA 94111 orshawntfr@hotmail.com. Or better 
yet, don't send him any money, the bastard probably deserves destitution.

Yael G rauer (p. 60) is a compulsive writer, and puts out a zine called Starlight when she feels 
like it. She's also an environmental and social activist, and facilitates workshops on counter­
military recruiting, and on overcoming sexism (and other forms of oppression) in various political 
movements. She likes cooking, riding her bike, travelling, hugging trees and looking for the 
faeries. She sleeps sometimes, too. You can reach her at Shimer College, PO Box 500, Waukegan, 
IL 60079; yael@dojo.tao.ca or starlightdove@hotmail.com; http://www.tao.ca/-yael.

Charlotte Green Honigman-Smithlp. 14) is a writer and activist living in San Francisco. Her 
writing has appeared in a weird assortment of publications ranging from Jewish Currents to 
Alice, and she is currently working on a book about the future of Jewish feminism. For more 
information on her multiple projects, check out www.geocities.com/yiddishemaydl

Guilty Expat (p. 72) would like to hear from anybody who has spent anytime in Bahrain or has comments 
on the article, contact via: guiltyexpat@yahoo.com

Emily H eiple (p. 24) is a Little Rock, Arkansas native who is currently residing in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
She writes fiction and juggles work as a grassroots community organizer in Little Rock and as an educator 
for the Mothers in Prison, Children In Crisis program for several prisons in the state. She is currently 
putting the finishing touches on her next book Playing Too Rough in Sunday's Shoes, and plotting a 
return to graduate school someday sooner or later, once she finishes romping across the fertile European 
hills. She is also a cast member of the Arkansas based sketch comedy show Fun and Games. She can be 
contacted at ehype33@hotmail.com, or 5522 Stonewall Rd, Little Rock AR 72225.

Hal Hixson (p. 9) is a student, musician and writer with a strong interest in African affairs. He is 
currently living and working in Columbus, Ohio and is anticipating entering graduate school in the near 
future. He can be reached at hixsonfour@yahoo.com

Ryan Jam es (p. 20) is a journalist and activist from Toronto. For six years, he created the comic book 
series One-Way Glass. Currently he's working on a 230-page comic book biography on US political pris­
oner Mumia Abu-Jamal, and the MOVE organization. His Ci/WOflcontribution is adapted from writings 
by Mumia Abu-Jamal. It’s an excerpt from the biography, which is set to be finished within a year. In the 
meatime, Ryan James can be reached at Shock to the System, RPO Spadina West, PO Box 67527. Toronto, 
ON M5T 3B8, Canada; or at to:ryan_kj@hotmail.com.

A lot of people like to tell Charisma Lee (p. 35) that she's weird. Although she'd like everyone else to think 
otherwise, it’s rather true. She drinks insane amounts of rootbeer, and often says she’s moving to exotic 
locales like New Jersey. Send pez dispensers and Star Wars toys to: PO Box 480692, Denver CO 80248.
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. . .a n d  in h is  d e t e r m in a t io n  of w h a t  h e  n e e d s  h e  m u s t  b e  g o v ­

e r n e d  to  a  g r e a t  e x te n t  by t h e  g ra v i ty  of t h e  n e e d s  o f o th e r s .

T h o m a s  M e rto n  - N ew  S e e d s  o f  C o n te m p la t io n

W h a t  d o  w e  n e e d ?  H o w  d o  w e  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  

a r e  o u r  b a s i c  n e e d s  a n d  w h a t  a r e  l u x u r i e s ?  O n c e  

w e  d o  t h i s  o n  a  p e r s o n a l  ( l e v e l ,  h o w  c a n  w e  t r a n s f e r  

t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  t o  a  n a t i o n a l  o r  e v e n  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

l e v e l ?  H o w  c a n  w e  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  n e e d s  o f  

e v e r y  p e r s o n  o n  e a r t h  a r e  m e t ?



Obviously, these questions are hypotheti­
cal, since it would take the participation of a 
high percentage o f the population o f the world 
before any real redistribution o f  resources 
would take place. The goal o f wealth redistri­
bution seems even more far-fetched when we 
consider the tight grasp with which wealthy 
powers hold on to their fortunes. And when 
we add that the gap between the rich and the 
poor of the world is growing at an exponential 
rate, the potential for change seems drastically 
out o f reach.

This article seeks to illustrate the vast­
ness o f this global wealth gap and, through the 
use o f various economic indicators, show that 
there really are only a few who sit atop a moun­
tain o f money at the expense o f a suffering 
majority. This inequality will be further ex­
plored through an analysis o f  the factors that 
encircle and contribute to it, such as the mas­
sive debts burdening developing nations and 
the increasing reluctance o f the West to respond 
to emergencies in the developing world. Spe- 
cific consideration will be given to the eco­
nomic relationship between the United States 
and Sub-Saharan Africa, a dichotomy that 
clearly expresses the magnitude o f  the gap. 
Through these various observations, a picture 
o f the economic inequity in the world will 
hopefully emerge and, with it, some possible 
steps toward its remedy.

Foundations
It is always interesting to note the origins 

o f an argument and the foundations on which 
it stands. The seeds that grew into this article 
came from several sources, all o f which moved 
my thoughts toward the desire to write an 
analysis o f  the current international economic 
milieu. The initial inspiration came as 1 milled 
my way through a mass o f African children, 
their small hands grabbing mine as a multi­
tude o f tiny heads bobbed along. In January 
2000,1 was in Jos, Nigeria, being led by a team

o f missionary doctors through the narrow 
streets o f “Blind Town,” a subsection of a city 
that is a virtual sea of hunger and want. Here, 
first-hand, I saw the realities that people in 
developing nations face in the shadow o f the 
unprecedented success o f global capitalism. 
And as I sat through the 16-hour plane ride 
from the heat o f West Africa to the crisp chill 
o f Midwest America, the divide between the 
richest and the poorest o f the world’s popula­
tions took rigid form in my mind.

The second source o f motivation was a 
National Public Radio commentary that aired 
around July 4, 2000. The commentator, Rob­
ert Reich, former U.S. Secretary o f Labor and 
editor o f The American Prospect, sought to let 
a gust o f air out o f the bulbous red-white-and 
blue economic balloon that is the United States 
by pointing out that though it has become the 
richest and most powerful nation on earth, 
A merica’s altruistic impulses are most cer­
tainly waning: “Independence Day is a great 
occasion to celebrate our nation’s greatness, 
but if we think that we’re really independent 
o f the rest o f the world and w on’t suffer the 
long-term effects o f global poverty, w e’re not 
nearly as great or as smart as we think we are” 
(R eich, U.S. G ives, 2000). As firew orks 
cracked and millions o f flags flew, 1 once again 
thought about the enormous economic gulf that 
separates America from the rest o f the world.

The third and most direct impetus for the 
construction o f this analysis was a single sen­
tence, a portion o f which provides the open­
ing quotation for this piece. They are the 
words o f Thomas Merton, monk, activist and 
poet, and they speak to the central theme of 
this article —  indeed, they speak to a funda­
mental mandate o f life, a principle that should 
inform any action. But Merton’s words do not 
simply demand a compassion for other people. 
They instead require that we take others’ needs 
into account when we determine how much 
we ourselves need. So, in turn, these words
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not only condemn the proliferation o f poverty 
but also the acceptance and glorification of 
gluttony. This idea is, o f course, central to any 
criticism of abundant opulence, but the way in 
which Merton phrases the thought cuts right 
to the center o f greed and leaves us to justify 
our rapacity in the eyes o f the great equalizer. 
And so, from these collective “seeds o f con­
templation,” gathered over many months, grew 
the following discussion and all its subsequent 
conclusions.

Basics o f  D istribution Inequities
It seems logical that if we want to look at 

the distribution o f wealth in the world, we 
should begin by looking at the extreme ends 
to the spectrum. O f course, at the top o f the 
heap is America, a country that has an economy 
that is growing at a faster rate than any other 
time in its history. In fact, in the past twenty 
years, the wealth o f America grew from $7 tril­
lion to $32 trillion, a rate that exceeded fed­
eral expenditures by 400 percent (Reich, It’s 
the Year 2000 Economy, 2000).

This is a staggering statistic, but when you 
consider that not only is America the richest 
country on earth, but its internal distribution 
o f wealth is wildly disproportionate, you be­
gin to appreciate the conclusion that it is truly 
a tiny few who control the majority o f  the 
world’s wealth. To illustrate this disparity fur­
ther, consider that the richest 20 percent o f 
Americans have incomes that have risen twice 
as fast as those o f the middle 20 percent while 
the average annual income o f the poorest 20 
percent has actually dropped from $ 10,000 in 
1997 to its current level o f $8,800 (Reich, It’s 
the Year 2000 Economy, 2000). As the rich­
est members o f the richest country on earth 
are getting richer faster, the poorest members 
o f the richest nation on earth are getting poorer. 
Now, if  you throw the rest o f  the world into 
the equation, the distance between the top (the 
richest 20 percent o f Americans) and the bot­
tom (the poorest o f the developing world) is 
nearly too great to fathom.

In relation  to the rest o f  the w orld, 
America is the economic superpower. With 
its population comprising only five percent o f 
the world total, America produces 27 percent 
o f the world’s total economic output (Reich, 
U.S. Gives, 2000). This leaves 73 percent o f 
the wealth to be divided among the remaining 
95 percent o f the world’s population and of 
course, this is not distributed evenly. In fact, 
the share delegated to the poor o f the world is 
slowly dwindling. In the past decade per capita 
income has dropped in 80 nations, and 20 per­
cent o f the world’s population live in degrad­
ing poverty, each member of this bracket strug- 
gling to survive on less than $1 per day 
(Bekele, 1999). And as this substantial popu­
lation o f the world is plunged further into pov­
erty, the West continues to turn its back. In 
the past ten years the proportion o f wealth spent



by  the  W est on hum anitarian  a id  has go n e  dow n 
b y  30 p ercen t (O xfarn , 2000). Specifically , the  
U .S . falls n ex t to  last a m o n g  tw en ty -o n e  in ­
d u str ia lized  n a tio n s  in p e r  c ap ita  a id , g iv in g  
o n ly  $29  p e r  y e a r  p e r  A m erican  to  p o o r  n a ­
tio n s  (R e ich , U.S. G ives, 2 0 0 0 ). So n o t on ly  
is th e  w ea lth  d iv id e  w id en in g , b u t th e  am o u n t 
o f  m o n ey  th a t rich  co u n tries  are  w illin g  to  g iv e  
to  c o m p en sa te  is rap id ly  d ecreas in g .

A n o th e r  p ro m in e n t  in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  
W est’s u n w illin g n ess  to  face  the  p ro b le m  o f  
in te rn a tio n a l in eq u a lities  is its g ro w in g  re lu c ­
tan ce  to  ten d  to em erg en c ie s  in th e  d e v e lo p ­
in g  w o rld . A re v ie w  issu e d  b y  th e  W o rld  
H ealth  O rg an iza tio n  in Ju ly  2000  rep o rts  th a t 
n early  a q u a rte r  o f  its ap p ea ls  to  in te rn a tio n a l 
d o n o rs to  su p p o rt life -sav in g  h ea lth  p ro g ram s 
fo r v ic tim s o f  w ar, p o p u la tio n  d isp lac em en t 
an d  n a tu ra l d is a s te r  y ie ld e d  z e ro  re sp o n se . 
O v era ll, th e  W H O  h as su ffe red  m a jo r  losses 
in su p p o rt recen tly  th a t a ffe c t its ab ility  to  p ro ­
v id e  a d eq u a te  h ea lth  c a re  in th e  d ev e lo p in g  
w orld . T h e  W H O  -h as re c e iv e d  o n ly  a f ra c ­
tio n  (less  th an  27 p e rcen t) o f  th e  fun d s th a t it 
req u ested  th ro u g h  the  U n ited  N atio n s C o n so li­
d a ted  A p p ea ls  P ro cess (C A P ), th e  p ro cess  by  
w h ich  the  U N  g a th e rs  h u m an ita r ia n  a id  fun d s 
fro m  d o n o r  c o u n tr ie s  an d  d is tr ib u te s  th ese  
funds to  o rg an iza tio n s  (W H O , 2 000). To g ive 
p e rsp ec tiv e  to th is  sta tis tic , co n s id e r  th a t  fo r 
2001 th e  to ta l am o u n t req u ested  from  the  C A P  
by all o rgan iza tions is $2 .26  b il l io n — the price  
o f  tw o  je t  fig h te rs  (M o u n ta in , 2000).

N o t o n ly  is to ta l re sp o n s e  d w in d lin g , 
b u t le v e ls  o f  r e sp o n s e  v a ry  w ith  r e sp e c t  to  
g e o g ra p h ic a l reg io n . F o r in s tan c e , in a b r ie f ­
in g  issu e d  b y  O x fa rn , s ta tis t ic s  in d ic a te  th a t 
th e  m o n e ta ry  re sp o n s e  o f  th e  W est to  th e  
c r i s i s  in  th e  f o r m e r  Y u g o s la v ia  w a s  f a r  
g r e a te r  th a n  to  a n y  o f  th e  c o m p a ra b le  A f r i ­
c a n  c r is e s . In  th e  h e ig h t o f  e m e rg e n c y , th e  
f o rm e r  Y u g o s la v ia  g a r n e r e d  c r i s i s  fu n d s  
e q u iv a le n t  to  $ 2 0 7 .2 9  p e r  p e r so n  w h ile  S i­
e r r a  L e o n e ,  th e  D e m o c r a t ic  R e p u b lic  o f  
C o n g o  an d  A n g o la , a ll c o u n tr ie s  w ith  r a g ­
in g  c iv il  w a rs , r e c e iv e d  o n ly  $ 1 6 , $ 8 .4 0  a n d  
$ 4 7 .9 8 * p e r  c a p i ta  r e s p e c t iv e ly  (O x fa rn , 
2 0 0 0 ) . In  a d d it io n  to  th e s e  re g io n a l  d is p a r i ­
t ie s , o rg a n iz a tio n s  a ls o  su f fe r  f ro m  in e q u i­
t ie s  r e la te d  to  th e  ty p e  o f  w o rk  th a t  th e y  do . 
F o r  e x a m p le , th e  W o rld  F o o d  P ro g ra m  r e ­
c e iv e d  4 8 .6  p e r c e n t  o f  i ts  r e q u i re d  C A P  
fu n d s  w h ile  th e  W H O  re c e iv e d  o n ly  2 2 .7  
p e rc e n t. T h is  sh o w s an  in c re a s in g  tre n d  to ­
w a rd  su p p o r t  o f  fo o d -re la te d  p ro g ra m s  o v e r  
n o n - fo o d  a s s is ta n c e . T h is  is tro u b lin g  b e ­
c a u se  n o n -fo o d  a s s is ta n c e , in c lu d in g  h e a lth , 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  l i v e l i h o o d  
p ro je c ts ,  a re  e s se n tia l to  b u ild in g  p e a c e fu l 
a n d  s e l f - e n h a n c in g  s o c ie t ie s .  A l th o u g h  
e m e rg e n c y  fo o d  a id  is  v i ta l ly  im p o rta n t, r e ­
lu c ta n c e  to  fu n d  n o n -fo o d  a s s is ta n c e  o n ly  
c o n tr ib u te s  to  fu tu re  d if f ic u ltie s . T h u s , ev en  
w ith in  th e  sm a ll a m o u n t o f  m o n e y  th a t  is 
c o n tr ib u te d  to w a rd  h u m a n ita r ia n  a id , d is ­

c re p a n c ie s  in  fu n d in g  p e rs is t .
D e p th s  o f  D isp a rity : C a u se s

It is  e v id e n t from  th e  b r ie f  su m m atio n  
ab o v e  th a t the  in ternationa l w ea lth  g ap  is qu ite  
vas t, an d  th e  p ro sp ec ts  fo r its d im in ish m en t 
are  slim . W h at th en  are  th e  s te p s th a t w o u ld  
be  n e c e ssa ry  to  h a lt th is  e x p a n d in g  ca v ity ?  
S om e su c h  step s are  a lready  underw ay , b u t are 
strugg l ing  to  adv an ce . O ne o f  the  m o st p ro m i­
n en t o f  th ese  is th e  cam p aig n  to  end  the  c rip ­
p lin g  fo re ign  d eb t that p rev en ts  g o v e rn m en ts  
in th e  d e v e lo p in g  w o rld  fro m  a ttem p tin g  to 
a lle v ia te  poverty . A c tiv is t o rg an iza tio n s  such  
as Ju b ile e  20 0 0  a re  w o rk in g  to  red u ce  deb t 
th ro u g h  g rass -ro o ts  o rg an iz in g  and  lob b y in g . 
A s w ill be d isc u sse d  later, it is th ro u g h  such 
ac tiv is t m o v em en ts  th a t the  b eg in n in g s o f  deb t 
r e d u c t io n  a r e  e m e r g in g .  T h o u g h  s o m e  
p ro g ress  has been  m ade, th e  p eo p le  o f  p o o r 
co u n tr ie s  co n tin u e  to b e a r  th e  b u rd en  o f  re ­
p a y in g  en o rm o u s deb ts and  in tu rn , sa c rifice  
m o n ies  th a t are  d esp e ra te ly  n e e d e d  fo r  bas ic  
h u m an  needs. N o t only  are these deb ts a  m onu­
m en ta l d ra in  on  the  p eo p les o f  d ev e lo p in g  n a ­
tio n s, b u t in so m e  cases th ey  are  an  ev en  m ore 
u n ju s t b u rd en , in th a t th ey  a re  th e  re su lt o f  
loans th a t w ere  incu rred  by co rru p t g o v e rn ­
m en t o ffic ia ls  (Ju b ilee  200 0  U S A , D e v e lo p ­
ing  C o u n try  D eb t). T h ese  en o rm o u s deb ts  
trap  co u n tries  in an end less cy c le  o f  p ay m en t 
an d  poverty , an d  w ith o u t d eb t red u c tio n  c o u n ­
trie s  lik e  th ese  w ill h av e  to  co n tin u e  to  d iv ert 
la rge  p o rtio n s  o f  th e ir  a lread y  scarce  re so u rces 
aw a y  fro m  h e a lth  ca re , e d u c a tio n  a n d  fo o d  
se c u rity  to w a rd  se rv ic in g  in te re s t p a y m e n ts  
(Ju b ilee  2 0 0 0  U S A , T h e  D eb t B u rd en ) . To 
e lu c id a te  th is  p o in t and  to  d raw  co n n ec tio n s  
to  m y  cen tra l fo cu s on  p o v e rty  in  A fric a , c o n ­
s id e r  th e  fo llo w in g  facts:

-F o r  ev e ry  d o lla r  rece iv ed  in  a id  in  1996, A f­
r ica  p a id  o u t $1.31 in d e b t se rv ice .

-T h e  In te rn a tio n a l M o n e ta ry  F u n d  (IM F ) re ­
c e iv e d  $60 0  m illio n  m o re  in  d eb t p ay m en ts  
fro m  A fric a  in  1997 th an  it  re tu rn e d  in  loans.

-In  A frica , g o v e rn m en ts  are  n o w  tra n sfe rrin g  
fo u r  tim es m o re  to  in te rn a tio n a l c red ito rs  th an  
th ey  sp e n d  on  b as ic  ed u ca tio n  an d  h e a lth  (Ju ­
b ile e  2 0 0 0  U S A , D ev e lo p in g  C o u n try  D ebt).

Indeed , th e  h e a v y  w e ig h t p laced  o n  p o o r  c o u n ­
trie s  b y  b ila te ra l loan s an d  m u ltila te ra l len d ­
in g  o rg an iza tio n s m ak es it v irtu a lly  im possib le  
fo r  th em  to  e scap e  fro m  th e  d ep th s  o f  p o v erty ; 
an d  h en ce , b a se d  p a r tia lly  on  th is  d isa d v a n ­
ta g e , th e  g re a t  w e a lth  d iv id e  c o n tin u e s  to  
d eepen .

A lth o u g h  th e  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  th e  p a y ­
m e n t o f  th e se  d e b ilita tin g  lo an s  lies  o n  th e  
g o v e rn m en ts  o f  p o o r  n a tio n s , a  c lo se r  look  a t 
th e  p o lic ie s  o f  in stitu tio n s su ch  as th e  W orld 
B a n k  an d  th e  IM F  sh o w  th a t th e se  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n s  h av e  co n tr ib u te d  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  the
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d ire  eco n o m ic  s itu a tio n  th a t n o w  ex is ts  in the  
d e v e lo p in g  w o rld  an d  th u s, sh o u ld  sh o u ld e r  
so m e  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  its  rem edy . F o r  in ­
s tan ce , in  th e  19 8 0 ’s th e  W o rld  B a n k  in tro ­
d u c e d  its  S tru c tu ra l  A d ju s tm e n t  P ro g ra m s  
(S A P s), p o lic ie s  th a t w ere  in te n d e d  to  s te e r  
T h ird  W orld  e c o n o m ies  to w a rd  la issez  fa ire  
ca p ita lis t d ev e lo p m en t. S A P s w ere  m ean t to  
a c c o m p lish  th is  th ro u g h  p u b lic  se c to r  w as te  
e lim in a tio n  an d  th e  m in im iz a tio n  o f  g o v e rn ­
m e n t in f lu e n c e  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e ss  
(B ad ru , 1998). B u t in  th e  tw o  d ecad e s  sin ce  
th e ir  in itia tio n , th ese  p o lic ie s  h av e  co m e  u n ­
d e r  in creas in g  critic ism . O f  co u rse , th ese  cr iti­
c ism s a re  fed  b y  th e  fac t th a t  S A P s h a v e  fa r 
fro m  re a c h e d  th e ir  goal o f  p o v e r ty  red u c tio n  
th ro u g h  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  c a p ita lis tic  en te r­
p rise . In  fac t, as w e  h a v e  se en  a b o v e , ex ac tly  
th e  re v e rse  is  true.

T h o u g h  th e  g en e ra l d ec lin e  o f  d e v e lo p ­
in g  w o rld  ec o n o m ie s  is  a n  in d ic a tio n  o f  the 
fa ilu re  o f  W orld  B a n k  an d  IM F  p o lic ie s , the re  
a re  m a n y  m o re  sp e c ific  s ig n s o f  th e  w a y s  in 
w h ic h  S A P s h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  e c o n o m ic  
d e p re ss io n  in d e v e lo p in g  n a tio n s . F o r  e x ­
am ple , S A P s co n tin u a lly  fav o r ex p o rt-in c reas­
in g  p ro jec ts  o v e r  d o m es tic  p ro d u c tio n , a p ra c ­
tice  th a t d irec tly  co n tr ib u te s  to  food  in se cu ­
rity  in d ev e lo p in g  co u n tries . T h is  p ro m o tio n  
o f  ex p o rt o v e r  im port is m a in ta in e d  in o rd e r  to 
en su re  th a t d ev e lo p in g  n a tio n s  w ill be  ab le  to

F iv e  W a y s  t h a t
S t r u c t u r a l  A d j u s t m e n t  P r o g r a m s  

C o n t r ib u t e  t o  H u n g e r  a n d  F o o d  
I n s e c u r i t y

SAPs favor ex p o rts  over d o m estic  p ro d u c­
tio n  (so  c o u n tr ie s  c a n  e a rn  fo re ign  ex­
c h a n g e  to  pay  off th e ir  d e b ts ) . F arm ers 
w ho  trad itionally  p ro d u ced  food fo r th e  
d o m es tic  m a rk e t a re  en co u rag ed  to  p ro­
d u c e  c ro p s  fo r export.

They o ften  rem ove su b s id ie s  a n d  p rice  
su p p o rts  fo r sm all fa rm e rs . This a lso  re ­
su lts  in a  d e c re a se d  p roduction  of b as ic  
foodstuffs .

They o ften  rem ove p rice  c o n tro ls  on b a ­
s ic  foodstuffs, an  ac tion  w hich  m ak es rice, 
b e a n s , m aize  o r  cooking  oil m o re  ex p en ­
sive.

They o ften  co n tr ib u te  to  rising  unem ploy­
m en t an d  falling  rea l w a g e s , m aking  it 
m ore difficult fo r fam ilies to  feed  th e m ­
se lv es.

They often  req u ire  red u c in g  of resc in d in g  
p ro te c tio n is t ta riffs. Local m a rk e ts  a re  
th e n  flooded  w ith  im p o rts  w h ich  u n d e r­
c u t  d o m es tic  ag ricu ltu re  an d  industry .

Source: Jubilee 2000 USA “Developing Country 
Debts C reates Hunger and Poverty” 
www.j2000usa.org



fulfill their interest payments. In addition, 
SAPs often remove subsidies and price con­
trols, policies that allow farmers to produce 
for local markets (Badru, 1998). Hence, SAPs 
contribute to poverty and hunger within de­
veloping countries by continually enacting di­
rectives that urge a population to earn income 
instead o f feeding itself.

Possible Cures: Impediments and  Successes
"I called long ago for the cancellation o f  

the crippling debt we have had to bear fo r  so 
long...There are others who have jo ined  their 
voices in this campaign. There is something 
called Jubilee 2000. We ask our friends who 
have stood by us in the dark days o f  oppres­
sion and injustice. This is the new moral cru­
sade to have the debt canceled following the 
biblical principle o f  Jubilee. Basically this 
principle says everything belongs to God: all 
debts and mortgages must be canceled in the 
Jubilee Year to give the debtors a chance to 
make a new beginning. ”

-Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Speech to the
General Assembly of the All Africa Confer­
ence of Churches, October 1997

The logical resolution to the debt crisis 
would be for wealthy nations to reduce the 
debts o f developing nations. So, why then, is 
the progress tow ard this goal m oving so 
slowly? Part o f the answer lies in the reluc­
tance o f the U.S. to provide adequate foreign 
aid. America plays an important role in two 
major arenas o f foreign debt, those debts in­
curred through bilateral loans and those ac­
quired through multilateral lending institu­
tions. The U.S. is the lending nation in a num­
ber o f bilateral loans to developing countries 
and could set an encouraging precedent by re­
ducing the payments on these loans. America 
is also a major shareholder in multilateral lend­
ing institutions such as the World Bank and 
the IMF but continues to show reluctance in 
its commitment to the contribution of substan­
tial funds for the reduction o f debt owed to 
these institutions. This is a particularly con­
tentious position for the U.S., since it has also 
continually encouraged multilateral institu­
tions to reduce the payments on these debts 
(Jubilee 2000 USA, Debt Relief). Thus, in 
this regard, America is talking out o f both sides 
o f its mouth, crying out for debt reduction 
while holding back funds that would help to 
make this goal possible.

A lthough criticism s o f  the West, and 
America specifically, are well founded, there 
have been some significant gains made re­
cently with regard to Third World debt reduc­
tion. One such gain was the U.S. House of 
Representatives’ approval o f a foreign aid 
spending bill (HR 4811) that increased the fis­
cal 2001 funding for debt relief from $69.4 
million to $225 million. This is an important 
first move toward the final goal o f total can­

cellation o f  the debts o f developing nations, 
but when we consider that the total debt, both 
bilateral and multilateral, owed by poor coun­
tries is over $2 trillion, this allocation seems 
like a drop in the bucket. But the significance 
o f this step should not be solely relegated to 
numbers; in fact, its impact may have more to 
do with raising the profile o f the issue. The 
passage o f HR 4811 opens the door for more 
substantial legislation. In fact, in the same 
session in which HR 4811 was passed, the 
House voted to reinstate $44 million in funds 
to fight AIDS in Africa that had previously 
been cut from the budget (Driscoll-Shaw, 
2000). So although it may only be a first step, 
HR 4811 is indeed a move in the right direc­
tion and an initial action toward meaningful 
Third World debt reduction.

Conclusions
The goal o f the Jubilee 2000 campaign 

is, in its own words, is to be “part o f a world­
wide movement to cancel the crushing debt of 
impoverished countries before the New Mil­
lennium” (Jubilee 2000 USA). Now, as this 
deadline moves further into the past, it is clear 
that the goal is far from reached. What then 
do we conclude about the state o f the world 
economy at the beginning o f the new millen­
nium? It is clear from the above arguments 
that vast economic inequalities exist interna­
tionally, and that the initiatives currently be­
ing undertaken are a far cry from what is 
needed to remedy these imbalances. The rela­
tionship between the U.S. and Africa was used 
as a particularly dramatic indicator o f a vari­
ety o f inequities, from the general gulf that 
exists between rich and developing nations to 
the increasing reluctance o f Western powers 
to allocate humanitarian aid. Special attention 
was also paid to the way in which allocated 
funds are distributed, an analysis that yielded a 
picture o f even further imbalance and left Sub-
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Saharan Africa as a center o f “forgotten emer­
gencies.” Out of this mass o f striking statistics 
grows a lens through which the world economy 
seems fundamentally skewed in favor o f a 
wealthy minority. And as we recall the initial 
seeds from which this lens grew, we should re­
member the words o f Thomas Merton and seek 
to always “be governed to a great extent by the 
gravity o f the needs o f others.” 
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S o m e  T h o u g h t s  A b o u t  

F i s h  a n d  B a n a n a s
b y  A n d r e w  M c L e o d

I was a vegan for much o f a decade, and 
often pretty militant about it. However, when 
I moved to Alaska a few years ago, 1 started 
occasionally eating wild meat. I never would 
have anticipated this twist before it happened, 
and, at first glance, it may appear to be a moral 
compromise. However, I see it as a continua­
tion o f my ethic o f doing as little harm as pos­
sible to \he  earth and its inhabitants.
What is frequently overlooked when people 
choose their food is that meat is not the only 
food with blood on it. When calculating the 
environmental cost o f commercially-produced 
food, one must factor in the industries required 
to produce that food. So eating a banana im­
ported from the tropics may be responsible for 
more death and destruction than eating the 
same amount o f meat.

While it may first seem obvious that kill­
ing and eating an animal results in more death 
than eating an equivalent amount o f vegeta­
tion, it is really not quite so clear-cut. In a 
cold climate such as most o f North America, a 
diet that includes wild game may have less en­
vironmental impact than a vegetarian one high 
in exotic and processed foods.
For example, getting those innocent-looking

bananas to market is not a pretty process.
First, the land on which the bananas —  

or any other crops —  grow must be cleared 
for planting. This destroys habitat and creates 
related problems such as air pollution and soil 
erosion. In addition, fuel is burned to run the 
machinery used in preparing the fields.

Then the real fun begins with copious 
amounts o f pesticides and herbicides— which, 
as the Latin suffix implies, kill stuff. Such 
chemical inputs also require resources and 
pollution to create and transport them to the 
fields. And after their deadly work is done, 
they do not vanish, but wash into streams and 
linger on the plants, often causing health prob­
lems for workers in the fields, nearby residents, 
and anything living downstream.

Before the fruit is ripe, it is harvested, 
packaged and shipped. Resources and habitat 
must also be consumed in order to create the 
vehicles, roads, storage places, processing fa­
cilities and packaging materials with which the 
produce is moved to the market (which also 
m ust be built using large am ounts o f  re­
sources). And while all those shipments o f 
food are being moved such great distances, 
critters inevitably get in the way o f propellers,
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windshields, wheels and the occasional oil or 
chemical spill.

At each step o f this elaborate process, 
every technological implement must be manu­
factured and shipped to wherever it is put to 
use. So the resources used in those produc­
tion processes must also be taken into account.

Obviously when I eat a banana 1 don’t 
feel crushing personal guilt over the parking 
lot that was built for the factory that produced 
the barrels in which fertilizer was shipped. But 
1 do recognize that I have contributed to the 
system that created that parking lot.

And as far as organic bananas go, they 
have much the same effect as their conven­
tional counterparts, except for the use o f bio­
cides. Similar land-use, packaging, and trans­
port issues apply.
In addition to the physical consequences o f 
global agribusiness, we must also look at the 
social cost o f our purchases. In many coun­
tries, such as the Phillipines, there is rampant 
malnutrition while the nation is a major ex­
porter o f food to wealthy countries. And po­
litical repression is needed to prevent hungry 
workers from solving their problem in the most 
obvious way.

I used to think that a pure and righteous 
diet was possible, but now it is clear to me 
that there are only shades o f gray. But while 
everything appears to be a gray area, this does 
nothing to lighten the shade o f such atrocities 
as factory fanning.

Factory fanning is atrocious, and I do not 
believe that it is sustainable to hunt or fish, 
but that is not the point: it is probably impos­
sible to live sustainably w ithout growing 
nearly all o f one’s own food. But even though 
perfection is impossible, we can still strive for, 
it eating as locally and organically as possible. 
So in some cases, when not much plant life is 
growing nearby, eating animals may be con­
sistent with a minimum-impact diet.

The complex global economy has al­
lowed us to become detached from what we 
eat; and as a result, it has become easy to ig­
nore the consequences o f what we consume. 
In our society, with its highly developed divi­
sion o f labor, it is not reasonable to expect 
everyone to consume only food that they grew, 
hunted or gathered themselves.

Whatever one believes about the future, 
the present contains less abundance o f non­
human life than did the past, and a portion of 
this is due to humans eating everything else. 
We are putting ourselves at risk along with the 
rest o f the planet’s inhabitants.

However, when we harvest our own food, 
we are confronted with the fact that our sur­
vival comes at others’ expense. We become 
more in touch with nature and its limited abil­
ity to support human populations. Reverence 
and gratitude may be gained along with nutri­
tion, as we feel our connection to the fragile 
web o f life. *



T h e  P o o r  W h o  A r e  W i t h  U s

by C h a rlo tte  G reen H o n ig m an -S m ith

So it's a bleak winter night, and I ’m  stand­
ing in line at the grocery store behind a young 
Chinese woman who’s been shopping with her 
son, who is maybe eight.

She has a half-dozen big jars o f apple 
juice in her cart, and four two-gallon jugs of 
milk. There’s some block cheese, and dried 
pinto beans, and some other odds and ends, 
including two fam ily-size boxes o f  Froot 
Loops. I’ve seen her here before, always get­
ting enough milk and apple juice for a small 
anny, or at least a big family. It always draws 
my eye, since it seems like a weird combina­
tion o f foods for an Asian woman to buy. I’ve 
always wondered, is it for the little boy’s 
daycare center? Does she volunteer at a shel­
ter? Is her husband a white guy who drinks 
milk with his bacon and eggs? I’m still idly 
wondering all this when I realize that the clerk 
has been stalled in ringing up her groceries 
by the fact that Froot Loops, (who knew?), 
can’t be bought on WIC.

WIC. Milk and juice. Cheese and dried 
beans. This food, I suddenly realize, is prob­
ably nothing this woman would choose on her 
own, but it’s approved iron- and calcium-rich 
food that the federal aid program for Women, 
Infants and Children will permit her to buy. 
1 ’m suddenly deeply angry, and baffled. Surely 
WIC covers fish, dark green vegetables, some­
thing beside this middle-American diet? What 
the hell is this?

While I’m thinking this, she examines a 
lam inated card showing appropriate WIC 
foods with the checkout clerk, and takes the 
Froot Loops back to their shelf. She comes 
back with cinnamon-sugar Life. This, it turns 
out, is also a problem. Life cereal is on the 
approved WIC list, but it has to be plain ce­
real, not the fancy stuff with cinnamon.

At this point I begin to silently lose my
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temper. What I really want to do is stick my 
nose in and demand to know if  it’s really go­
ing to bankrupt the federal government to buy 
this woman and her kids a box o f iron-forti­
fied cereal with cinnamon on it. I want to 
shove a dollar across the counter and yell 
“Here! Let them eat cinnamon already!”

I do nothing. I pretend that I don’t see 
anything happening, or hear the checkout clerk 
explaining that she has to buy the plain cereal. 
Noticing that this is going on will only shame 
this woman and her family, not whoever at 
WIC decided that sugar and cinnam on on 
breakfast cereal was too good for the children 
o f the anemic poor.

The woman sighs, picks up her boxes, and 
returns to the cereal aisle for the second time. 
Her son, bored, protests at this. “Mommy-ah!” 
he calls, and she calls back to him reassur­
ingly. She returns with two boxes o f plain com 
Chex, and puts them down on the counter with 
a gesture o f finality. She gives the clerk a long 
look, and he nods and rings up her purchases. 
She counts out her money in dollar bills, col­
lects her child and her groceries, and marches 
out into the night, probably to sprinkle granu­
lated sugar on com Chex for the next two 
weeks.

Iron -fo rtified  cereal and cinnam on- 
sugar— these are a child’s equivalent o f bread 
and roses. I’m still angry as I take my own 
groceries out to the bus stop. I want to live in 
a kinder world than this one. I want to give 
that kid and his mother Froot Loops and fresh 
produce.

I can’t. I can’t do any o f that. But I can 
remember what I saw, and I can admire that 
woman, for trying to get her kid a little cinna­
mon and sugar, and for that look she gave the 
clerk at the end. I do. 





T H E  L I V E S  B E H I N D  T H E  S T A T I S T I C S :
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S o m e t i m e s  I w o n d e r  i f  I c o u l d  
d o  t h i s  in  m y  s l e e p .  94 W est from  
A nn  A rb o r to  Jack so n , w ith  p as tu res  and 
p o n d s  a n d  b i l lb o a r d s  th a t  h a v e n ’t 
changed  in th e  tw o  years th a t I have  been 
d o in g  th is drive.

Today, while headed to prison for the 
first time in three months, I scan the billboards 
as reminders o f things that have not changed. 
It is a simple security, like organizing the cup­
board shelves so that coffee cups are always 
in the same place. As long as the Whitetail 
Deer Museum still beckons, and the Lloyd 
Bridges Travelland is still open, then I will 
still be allowed access inside the prison.

94 West to Exit 141, then right on Pamall 
Road. Buildings and barbed wire line both 
sides o f the road. 1 pass Cotton Facility first, 
then Pamall Correctional Facility. At the first 
right I make another right, and then drive past 
Cooper Street Prison and the state police 
building. I pass the Level 4 Prison that used 
to be the largest prison in the world, and then 
I arrive at Charles Egeler Correctional Facil­
ity, where I will be returning to my art work­
shop.

I open the car door, and wince at the 
sound o f rifle shots. There is a rifle range 
across the street from the prison. Sometimes 
I see the ruddy-faced men as they leave after 
pistol practice; they look to the prison as if  it 
gives them a mental image when they pull 
the trigger.

Before I leave the car, I check to make 
sure that I am wearing a bra, loose clothing, 
and no make-up. In the rearview mirror, I see 
a pale white cross glinting in the sun. I turn 
my head to see the headmarkers o f the prison 
cemetery, a small piece o f  earth filled with 
puny wooden crosses that are shadowed by 
two large watchtowers. The plaque that faces 
the road refers to it as a “resting place for 
early settlers.” A large part o f the cellblock 
faces this burial site for prisoners with no fam­
ily to claim them.

I feel m yself becoming harder, tougher, 
as I w aft to­
w ard  the 
b u i l d i n g .
F rom  the 
o u t s i d e ,
E g e l e r  
prison looks 
like most in­
s t i t u t i o n a l  
arch itecture  
from the 1970s; it could be a suburban high 
school or an office building. The only differ­
ence is the layers o f fencing, the guardtowers, 
the desolation.

I enter the building and am suddenly 
amidst a crowded scene. They are moving 
some prisoners to another facility, and the 
front room is crowded with foot lockers and 
toe-tapping, anxious guards. I sidle up against

the wall to watch the procession. The first five 
men walk through the cell gate and metal de­
tectors, hands chained together at the wrist. I 
don’t know any o f  them, though some seem 
to recognize me. I try to make eye contact 
and smile, giving a small nod o f  hello.

After the first five men are loaded into a 
van, the next five men walk through the gates. 
Instantly I recognize the shifting stride o f one 
o f  my friends in the art workshop, a 32-year- 
old African-American Muslim names Jones- 
El. He sees me, and I watch his eyes light up 
in surprise, then switch to sadness. I try to 
remain calm and passive, as 1 slide over to 
where he is standing. “Jones-El, where are 
they taking you?” 1 whisper. “Up to Kinross, 
in the Upper Peninsula,” he answers, looking 
away.

We are both thinking the things left un­
said; that Kinross Correctional Facility is 
known to be a tough and dangerous place, that 
he will be 12 hours from his family in De­
troit, that there are no arts, theatre, or even 
co llege education  classes up there. And 
though Jones-El has done nothing to necessi­
tate a transfer, we are both realizing that these 
30 seconds are the last that w e’ll have to­
gether.

He shuffles away into a van, and I am 
left leaning up against the white concrete wall, 
digging my nails into the palms o f my hand 
to create a physical pain that will cut sharper 
than the tear I feel inside.. I kick my heel 
against the prison wall, though I do it lightly 
so as not to draw suspicion. I want to kick 
that wall so hard. I want to kick and smash 
all o f these walls until they crumble into the 
ground. I started two years ago, facilitating a 
theatre workshop with male juvenile sex of­
fenders at a detention center in Adrian, Michi­
gan. Since then, I have been involved with 
creative writing workshops for both males and 
females at various juvenile detention centers, 
I have worked at a Level 4 prison doing the­
atre for over a year, and I have helped with 
an art workshop at Egeler for a year and a

half.

W o r k ­
ing  in 
p r iso n s  
and j u ­
v e n i l e  
d e t e n ­
tion cen­
ters has

become the most meaningful part o f  each 
week. Within my prison workshops, 1 have 
had intelligent conversations and hilarious 
moments, have had openness and candor with 
a level o f trust that is rare in other parts o f 
my life. 1 have learned random and practical 
things; I am becoming knowledgeable about 
the Nation o f  Islam. I can make a saw out o f 
two pencils, dental floss, and toothpaste, and

I have learned the various methods o f home 
tattoos.

More importantly, I have seen the injus­
tices that arise out o f the U.S. justice system, 
and I have witnessed the remarkable human 
spirit that can overcome these injustices. I 
have begun to understand a little more about 
oppression, exhilaration and perseverance. I 
have become tough and strong, and I have 
also discovered the part o f me that weeps and 
sobs. Doing prison work is navigating through 
a world o f  paradoxes, and no sooner does it 
lift you up than it pulls you apart.

I started writing this piece in an attempt 
to articulate the stories and experiences that I 
have had while behind prison walls. I am 
choosing not to focus on the politics and sta­
tistics o f injustice that surround the prison- 
industrial complex. These are becoming more 
and more well-known, and I don’t need to re­
mind people o f the startling facts and figures 
( if  you want information, either see the list 
o f sources at the end o f this article or give 
me a cup o f  coffee and I'll rant for an hour). 
This piece o f writing came out o f my need to 
tell the stories o f the people behind the num­
bers and graphs.

Through my work, I have learned that 
there aren’t just two million people in U.S. 
prisons right now. There are two m illion 
mothers, fathers, artists, writers, electricians, 
woodworkers, geniuses and revolutionaries 
that are being ostracized and abandoned. 
There are two million members o f  our com­
munity that are missing. This is a part o f  the 
fight against the prison-industrial complex 
that we need to start recognizing. If we want 
to start talking seriously about actual com­
munity development and participatory gov­
ernment interactions, we need to think about 
the voices that are being prevented from be­
ing heard.

I think that it is up to us, as activists, 
artists, as people who speak about equality 
and ending oppression, to consider the prison- 
industrial com plex as our m ost im portant 
battle. We want community, and yet we can 
not even build that until our communities are 
complete again, until we insist that we want 
our brothers and sisters released from these 
holding cells.

THE PEOPLE INSIDE
It catches me hard som etim es, com ­

pletely unaware. I remember practicing a dif­
ficult scene in my theatre workshop with 
Twinkle, a transgendered African-American 
who was supposed to be playing a racist 
grandmother. His hilarity, his poignancy, his 
wonderful personality overwhelmed me, and 
1 found m yself looking at fury at the walls 
holding us in. Why is a person this amazing 
person locked up? Why is he put in a situa­
tion where he is continually raped, abused and 
put in solitary confinement? We need people



like him working with us on the outside.
W hen I started working in prisons, I 

thought that the people were completely dis­
connected from me. I knew no one in prison, 
no one from my town had ever been sent to 
prison that I knew of. This didn’t bother me; 
at that time I think that I attributed some kind 
o f  glamour to working with this strange and

different population.
And then I met David. He attended Com­

munity High School, the same high school as 
many o f my friends from Ann Arbor. He used 
to organize anti-nuclear bomb concerts at the 
park and worked at the fancy guitar store in 
town. And I talked with Scum-Dog, who had 
anarchy tattoos and used to do graffiti with 
some o f the same people from Detroit that I 
had photographed a few years back. And once, 
when I was attending a performance o f “One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” at Sing-Sing? 
Prison in New York, a man stopped me on my 
way out. “Hey, did you say that you were from 
Ann Arbor?” “Yeah, 1 go to the University o f 
Michigan.” “Hey, 1 graduated from there, too.”

The media teaches us that prisoners are 
not part o f our lives, that they are uneducated, 
toughened criminals who have always existed 
on the outskirts o f society. In some ways, this 
is true, although not in the way that it is por­
trayed in the movies and magazines. Histori­
cally, the U.S. government has imprisoned 
people o f color, the poor, and the mentally dis­
abled in an attempt to keep them away from 
the rest o f the public. And so anyone with 
money usually can hire themselves a decent 
lawyer that will keep them out o f prison, un­
like my friend Larry who was sentenced with 
5 years for buying alcohol for minors. The po­
lice and the courts unfairly prosecute people 
o f color, so that when 1 attended a punk rock 
show at prison my flesh gleamed white in the 
audience o f black and brown faces. There are 
often racial, religious, and economic differ­
ences between myself and the men that 1 work 
with, but they aren’t characteristics that should 
keep us separated. It is important to acknowl­
edge these differences, but not to use them as 
a dividing tool. The people I have met who 
are incarcerated have the same basic emotions, 
ideas, and beliefs that I can find anywhere else 
in the world.

And yet the fact o f their imprisonment 
and isolation does not allow us to know any­
thing about their emotions or ideas, nor does 
it allow them a chance to work for their own

beliefs o f how the world should work. They 
become forgotten relics, forced into viewing 
the outside world as it goes by on their televi­
sion sets without them. They are forgotten by 
us, for the most part.

The people that fill our prisons are too 
important to be forgotten. There is a vitality

and power within these cages that needs to be 
part o f our community-building. This isn’t sim­
ply an injustice to them for being unfairly cap­
tured and caged for the government’s profit, 
but this is an injustice to all o f us. We are be­
ing robbed o f some o f our most powerful, cre­
ative, and enigmatic voices. We need to take 
them back.

BUT... ISN'T IT DANGEROUS?
When I tell people that I work in pris­

ons, their first comment is usually something 
like “isn’t that work dangerous” or “you must 
be brave to do that.” There is nothing dan­
gerous about teaching art in prisons, nor do I 
need to be brave to work on theatre with 12 
adult men.

I can recall the disparaging comments 
from family members when I started doing 
this work. “D on’t you understand that these 
people have done horrib le th ings?” they 
would say to me when I tried to share a good 
story from a workshop. Actually, I understand 
that the reason that people are in prison has 
less to do with the crimes that they have com­
mitted and more to do with their racial and 
economic status. Still, 1 do work with people 
who have been charged as murderers and rap­
ists, as well as with drug dealers, burglars, 
and arsonists. It is hard to understand that 
these people are more than these labels. It is 
difficult to reconcile the brutal and horrific 
acts that some people have committed, and 
still hold to my belief that prisons are not an 
appropriate or just punishment.

I have to think about it in this way, that 
we have all done horrible things in our lives, 
that 1 do not work in prisons to cast judgment, 
that each person is made up o f more than the 
worst thing that they have ever done, that a 
series o f  complex situations and inequalities 
have led them to be where they are now. I am 
not saying that it is easy, though. I have caught 
m yself staring into the eyes o f  one o f my 
friends who is in prison on domestic abuse 
charges, w ondering w hat could turn  his 
gentleness into such a rage that he would ac-

[peop le]

tually beat his wife. I am aware that one of 
my role models and best friends is in prison 
on second-degree murder charges. And yet, I 
do not enter prison to focus on the charge 
against him. or against anyone else. I go there 
to create, to work with vibrant, artistic people 
whose voices are not acknowledged by the 
larger community.

PRISON AS PUNISHMENT
I had spent the whole afternoon begging 

friends for the use o f a car to get to my theatre 
workshop, and my mind was focused on the 
trials and tribulations o f the automobile. As 
an opening activity, I asked the men what kind 
o f car they would be they would be driving if 
they could be in a car at that moment. There 
were responses o f Range Rovers and BMWs, 
foreign cars and pickup trucks. “Louis,” I asked 
when 1 noticed his silence, “what kind o f car 
would you drive?” “I don’t know,” he said. 
“I ’ve never driven a car before.” “Really?” I 
pressed. “Yeah, I’ve been here since I was 15, 
and I never got my drivers license to nothing,” 
he said, his face stiffening as he shifted in his 
chair.

Louis was 35 now, and the silence grew 
for a moment as I realized all o f the things that 
he had missed in the outside world in the past 
20 years. The list whirred in my head as I imag­
ined being unaware o f  CDs, the Internet, cell 
phones, ATM machines, and other obvious 
parts o f our lives that he isn’t aware of.

Prisons punish people by removing them 
from society, by taking them away from any­
thing that is comforting or familiar in their 
lives. It is the classic idea o f isolation as repri­
mand, the idea that freedom is our most pre­
cious privilege and any transgression against 
society’s moral codes results in a banishment 
from that society. It is a time-out period, it is 
being put in the comer, it is being grounded 
for the weekend.

Except, o f course, it is much more than 
that. Prisons are overcrowded cages that thrive 
on violence and intimidation. They become 
holding pens without any sense o f humanity, 
places where rape, brutality, and drugs exist 
as the norm. Prisoners are taught to trust no 
one, to not develop any close attachments, to 
put on their guard and keep all o f their emo­
tions inside. In 1996 Bill Clinton cut all fund­
ing for education in prisons, and Michigan in 
particular has denied civil rights protection to



th e ir  p riso n ers . A n d  a f te r  m an y  y ea rs  o f  e x is t­
ing  in an  en v iro n m en t such as th is, th ey  are 
re lease d  b ack  to  su rv iv e  on  th e ir  ow n  in so c i­
ety.

L o u is  o n ce  ad m itted  h is fea r o f  th e  o u t­
sid e  w o rld  to o u r  w o rk sh o p . “ 1 am  g o in g  to 
g e t p a ro led  in a  y ea r ,”  he  sa id . “ I t ’s b een  20  
y ears , an d  I am  afra id  to  live w ith  all these

th in g s  th a t I d o n ’t  k n o w  a b o u t.”
T h e  ex istence  o f  p risons as iso lation  tanks 

d o es  a  m uch  g rea te r  d isse rv ice  to  o u r p re sen t 
soc ie ty  than  it does to he lp  o r p ro tec t us. W e’ve 
lo st fam ily  m em b ers  an d  in te llig en t th in k ers , 
and  o u r co m m u n ity  as a  w h o le  is w eak e n ed  
by  o u r re fu sa l to  face  th e  p ro b le m s th a t c rea te  
th e  b as is  fo r c r im in a l behav ior.

A  critica l lo o k  a t p riso n s  sh o w s th a t th ey  
ex is t as m irro rs  to  o u r so c ie ty ’s p ro b lem s, d is ­
to rte d  re flec tio n s  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t w e d o n ’t 
w an t to  face. W e lo ck  up  issu es o f  p o v erty  and  
rac ism , try  to fo rg e t th a t the  p eo p le  in side  are 
s im ila r  to  us. W e pu sh  aw ay  all th e  e lem en ts  
that are  u n d esirab le  to the  m a in stream , an d  w e 
p re ten d  th a t th ey  d o n ’t ex ist. In stead  o f  w o rk ­
ing to erad ica te  issues o f  h o m elessn ess in N ew  
Y ork, th e  h o m eless  a re  p u t in ja il . In stead  o f  
ad d ress in g  the  eco n o m ic  co m p le x itie s  b eh in d

the  sa le  o f  d ru g s on the  s tree ts , w e im p riso n  
b o th  u se rs  an d  dealers. P riso n s p o in t o u t th a t 
in th is  country , p eop le  d o n ’t h av e  th e  sa m e  o p ­
p o rtu n itie s . T h ey  p ro v e  tha t in stead  o f  lev e l­
ing  th e  p lay in g  fie lds, w ith  p riso n s  w e  c a p i­
ta lize  on  them .

It is ea sy  fo r  m e  to  e x p re ss  th is  fe rv e n c y

a n d  v e h e m e n c e  ab o u t p riso n s , n o t o n ly  b e ­
cau se  I h av e  lea rn ed  the  fac ts  th a t m ak e  th is  
sy s te m  so u n ju s t, bu t b ecau se  th is  f ig h t is  no  
lo n g e r a b o u t ju s t  th e  a b s trac t fac ts  o r  tre a tise s  
on  th e  sy s tem s o f  o p p ress io n . T h is  is ab o u t 
p e o p le  th a t I know , a b o u t m en  w h o ’v e  im ­
p a c te d  m y life  in real w ays . I ’m  try in g  to  stick  
u p  fo r m y  frien d s here. I ’m  ask in g  p e o p le  to  
h e lp  m e.

T h ere  are  so m any  th ings th a t can  b e  do n e  
to  f ig h t th e  p riso n -in d u str ia l co m p lex . S ta rt 
w ritin g  to  p riso n e rs . F in d  o u t ab o u t th e  d if ­
fe re n t p riso n s  in y o u r  area , an d  m a k e  in q u ir­
ie s  to  th e  w a rd e n  ab o u t v o lu n te e r in g  there . 
T each  E n g lish  o r  H isto ry , w o rk  w ith  th ea te r, 
a rt, d an ce , m a y b e  yog a . O rg a n iz e  w ith in  y o u r  
g ro u p  o f  f rien d s , an d  p la n  n ig h ts  w h e n  y o u  
w a tc h  p r iso n  d o c u m e n ta r ie s  an d  d isc u ss  th e  
c o n te n t o f  th ese  m ov ies. T h ro w  b e n e f it  sh o w s 
to  ra ise  m o n e y  fo r p riso n  lib ra ries . S to p  sh o p ­
p in g  a t V ic to ria ’s Secre t an d  E dd ie  B auer, stop  
b u y in g  p la n e  tic k e ts  fro m  TW A  an d  c o m p u t­
ers fro m  IB M  (th ey  all u se  p riso n  labo r). B o y ­
co tt A T& T, M C I, and  S p rin t b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  
u n fa ir  p o lic ie s  o f  ch a rg in g  p riso n e rs  6 tim es 

th e  n o r m a l  
a m o u n t  fo r  c o l ­
le c t  c a lls . D e m ­
o n s tra te  an d  h o ld  
r a l l ie s  th a t  e d u ­
c a t e  th e  p u b l ic  
a b o u t  t h e  i n ­
e q u a li t ie s  o f  th e  
U .S . ju s t ic e  sy s­
tem .

T h e r e  is  so  
m u ch  to  w e  need  
to  do  to  w a k e  up , 
e d u c a t e ,  a n d  
figh t. It is all n e c ­
essary . F ig h t p ris ­
ons, g e t invo lved , 
d o n ’t  f o r g e t  
ab o u t th e  p a r ts  o f  
o u r  w o rld  th a t w e 
h a v e  b e e n  ta u g h t 
to  ignore .

[ p e o p le ]

T H E C A L L  F O R  E X E C U T I V  Ev  
C L E M E N C Y  OF L E O N A R D  P E L T I E R

It is unlikely that President Bush would grant ' 
Leonard Peltier executive clemency. “Bush’s record 
number of capital punishments as Governor of Texas 
suggests that clemency would not be one of his key 
concerns,” commented Jennifer Harbury, legal advisor.

 for Peltier.
In 1991, Judge Gerald Heaney of the Eighth Cir- 

cuit Court of Appeals recommended clemency for " 
Peltier. Executive clemency is the constitutional power 
given exclusively to the President of the United States
Which allows him, following a criminal conviction or ju

venile adjudication, to grant a pardon or commutation 
of sentence.

On Election Day 2000 former President Clinton 
made the possibility of freedom for Leonard Peltier more 
tangible than anytime during the last quarter century. "  
President Clinton called into radio stations around the   
country as a last minute tactic to drum up support fo r ,  
then presidential-candidate Al Gore. He called WBAI, 
99.5 FM in New York City, part of the Pacifica Network,  
and stumbled upon an impromptu interview with Amy,
 Goodman, host of Democracy Now! President Clinton 
 responded that he would consider Peltier’s clemency 
petition.

Last summer President Clinton was the first Presir 
dent to visit Pine Ridge since Calvin Coolidge. This sig­
nals empathy of Native Americans few contemporary/ 
presidents have shown. It was also another way which  
President Clinton tried to secure his place in history. 

Peltier, a Native American and member of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM), is currently serving 
two life sentences for the murders of FBI agents Jack - 
Coler and Ronald Williams on June 26, 1975 at Pine 
Ridge, North Dakota. The agents went to the Pine Ridge. 
Reservation to inquire about the theft of a pair of cow-  
boy boots. The men were searching for Jimmy Eagle, 
who allegedly took them from a drinking buddy during 
a brawl.

Eagle’s trail led the agents to the Jumping Bull 
property at the Oglala community. Peltier was alleg 

Badly mistaken for Eagle. A shoot-out erupted. Peltier  
admits to returning gunfire in self-defense that day' 
yet denies murdering the two agents.

Harbury, says, “Leonard has been denied a new 
trial despite overwhelming evidence of FBI misconduct 
the use of false testimonies, and the concealment of a,  
ballistics tes t reflecting his innocence.”

“He’s also long overdue for parole especially in 
light of his remarkable human rights achievements and, 
his failing health." He suffers from diabetes, a heart 
condition, near blindness in one eye, and hypertension.  
Yet he’s been denied because he will not confess to a, 
crime he does not admit to committing.

In 1985, U.S. Prosecutor Lynn Crooks said no  
evidence existed against Peltier. Her admission led t o  

 additional trial requests between 1991 and 1994, which 
were also denied. Meanwhile, all Peltier’s requests for 
parole have been denied. He will not be eligible for par
ole again until 2008.

As of December 24, 1999 President Clinton has 
granted only 74 pardons and 16 commutations. Less 
than 4% of the total number requested and far less
than any other President, even President Reagan 
granted almost 15% of those requested.

Yet, because this case may reflect federal mis- 
 behavior and is just one stop in a long history of bad

relations between Washington, D.C. and Native Ameri­
cans it may never be resolved. John Trudell, poet and  
former spokesperson for AIM, claims, “Leonard is be­
ing kept in prison because the FBI is responsible for 
the killing of its own agents. 
 -Greg Fuchs 



N i g h t  o f  P o w e r
w o r d s  b y  M u m ia  A b u - J a m a l  

i l l u s t r a t i o n s  by  R y a n  J a m e s

heart illustration by John Gerken

JU N E  1 , 1995 : S C I G R E E N E  L IB R A R Y

U H , J A M A L , 

W O U L D  YOU 

S T E P  OVER TO 

THE D O O R ?

W H A T ''

SUP 

M A N ?

TH E, UH, LIEUTENANT

WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOU.

M R . JA M A L , Y O U R  D E A T H  W A R R A N T  

H A S  J U S T B E E N  S I G N E D .

W E 'R E  G O N N A  H A N D - C U F F  Y O U  

AND STRIP YOU DOWN.

W E 'L L  T A K E  C A R E  O F  Y O U R  L E G A L  M A T E R I A L .

O H  BO Y , H ERE W E G O .

[ p e o p l e ]



W e ' l l ,  u h ,  f i n d  y o u  a  p h a s e  t w o  u n i f o r m ,  J a m a l .

W h a t ' s  

u p ,  M u ?

W h a t ' s  u p ,  m i n ?

H o w  y o u  b e ,  m a n ?

S h i t ,  y o u  k n o w  

h o w  I  b e  c u z . . .  

I ' m  m e s s e d  u p !

M e  a n d  y o u  

b o t h ,  h u h ? P U T  T H I S  O N .

J a m a l ,  y o u r  d e a t h  w a r r a n t  h a s  b e e n  s i g n e d .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  

o f  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a h a s  s i g n e d  

y o u r  d e a t h  w a r r a n t  t o d a y ,  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  w e e k  o f  

A u g u s t  1 3 ,  1 9 9 5 .  I  h a v e  a t t a c h e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  w a r r a n t .  

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  h a s  s e t  t h e  d a t e  o f  

T h u r s d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1 9 9 5 t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  o r d e r  a t  t h e  

S t a t e  C o r r e c t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  a t  R o c k v i e w .  A n y  Q u e s t i o n s ?

I ' d  l i k e  t o  c o n t a c t  

m y  f a m i l y .

Y o u r  b l o c k  S e r g e a n t  

w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h a t .

H e y ,  

M u !

Y e a h

, M i n ?

W e l c o m e  

t o  t h e  C l u b  

B a b y !

S h e e y i t ,  P a r d o n  

m e  i f  I  d o n ' t  c e l e b r a t e !



" O n  p h a s e  t w o ,  l i g h t s  a r e  k e p t  b u r n i n g  2 4  h o u r s  

a  d a y . . .  B r i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  d i m  a t  n i g h t .  

" T h o u g h  i n  f a c t ,  ' D i m '  a t  2  A . M .  i s  

h a r d l y  l e s s  t h a n  'b r i g h t '  a t  n o o n .

" I  s p e n t  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 9 5  u n d e r  t h o s e  l i g h t s ,  

o n  d e a t h  r o w ' s  p h a s e  t w o  w i t h  a  d a t e  t o  d i e .

" B u t  o n e  n i g h t ,  a f t e r  t h e  s u n  h a d  

s e t  b e h i n d  t h e  h i l l s  o f  W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  a m i d  

ominous th u n d e rh ead s ...

" T h e  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e  s t r u c k  l i k e  a  d i v i n e  

a s s a u l t  t e a m .  S o  p o w e r f u l  w e r e  t h e  l i g h t e n i n g

b o l t s ,  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  b l o c k - - -  

i n d e e d  t h e  w h o l e  j a i l - -  f l i c k e r e d  o u t .

" C e l l  l i g h t s ,  h a l l  l i g h t s ,  y a r d  l i g h t s ,  

b l a c k  l i g h t s ,  p e r i m e t e r  l i g h t s ,  a n d  

l i g h t s  o n  p o l e s  h a d  d i e d .  N o t  e v e n  s t a r s  

b roke  the  b lack  carpet. S o  dark !

" T h e n ,  a  s p l a s h  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  

t h a t  b a t h e d  t h e  h i l l s  

i n  a  b l u e  l i g h t . . .  a  r o l l i n g  

ba-boom of thunder...

" A n d  a  r a p i d  p r o c e s s i o n  o f  

b l i n k s  a s  l i g h t s  w e n t  o u t  a l l  

o v e r t h e  p r i s o n  c o m p l e x .  

I t  h a p p e n e d  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n . . .

" A n d  y e t  a g a i n - -  o n e  s i n u o u s  

b o l t  o f  l i g h t e n i n g  a f t e r  t h e  n e x t ,

f o r k i n g  t h e  b l a c k  s k y ,  t h e n  w h i t e  

w a s h i n g  i t  t o  m i d d a y  b r i l l i a n c e  

f o r  t h e  s p a c e  o f  a n  e y e b l i n k .  



" I  s a t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  r e a l  d a r k n e s s  s i n c e  m y  

a p p ro v a l o n p h ase  tw o ...

" T r a n s f i x e d  b y  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  

s u c h  r a w ,  p r i m e v a l  p o w e r .  

T h e  s t r i k e s  s e e m e d  s o  c l o s e ,  

I  f e l t  t h e  h a i r  o n  m y  a r m s  r i s e .

" D a r k n e s s  r e i g n e d .  M a n ' s  

l i g h t s  b o w e d  t h e i r  m e c h a n i c a l  

h e a d s t o  t h e  p o w e r  t h e  s t o r m  

h a d  u n le a s h e d .  

" T h e r e  I  s a t  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  w i t h  j u s t  

w e e k s  t o  l i v e .  Y e t  I  f e l t  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  

o th e r  n ig h t  I  s p e n t  o n  p h a s e  t w o .  W h y ?

"Watching the veins of nature pulse through the night air-- making, if only for milliseconds, Daylight over the hills-- I felt renewed. This is true power. See how 

easily it overwhelms man's 'power'?

" H o w  p u n y  m a n  s e e m e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  d i v i n e  d a n c e ! "I  S A W  T H E N ,  T H A T  T H O U G H  H U M A N  P O W E R S  S O U G H T  

TO S T R A N G L E  AND P O IS O N  M E , AND T H O S E  AROUND ME...

" T h e y  w e r e  p o w e r l e s s .  I  s a w  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  p o w e r  

t h a t  m a k e s  m a n ' s  p o w e r  p a l e .  I t  i s  t h e  p o w e r  

o f  l o v e ,  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d ,  t h e  p o w e r  o f  l i f e .  I  

f e l t  i t  s u r g i n g  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  p o r e .  N a t u r e ' s  

p o w e r  p r e v a i l e d  o v e r  t h e  m a n - m a d e ,  a n d  I  

fe lt th a t n ig h t th a t I  w o u ld  p re v a il .

" I  w o u l d  o v e r c o m e  t h e  
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W A D I N G
F O R

NOTHING

w o r d s  b y  E m i l y  H e i p l e  

a r t  b y  N a t e  P o w e l l



“ T h e r e  h e  i s .”

“ W h o ? ”

“ T h a t  g u y  t h a t  w a l k s  e v e r y w h e r e . ”

“ O h  y o u  m e a n  N i k e  A i r  H o m e l e s s . ”  

L a u g h .

“ T h a t ’s  w h a t  T e r e s e  c a l l s  h im ,  I  t h i n k  i t ’s 

p r e t t y  f u n n y .”

“ S a y  w h e n  d i d  s h e  g e t  o u t  o f  j a i l ? ”  

“ T h r e e  e r  a  m o n t h  a g o ,  y e s t e r d a y .”  

“ H o w ’s  i t  b e e n ?  I  m e a n ,  i s  s h e  a d j u s t i n g  

O K ? ”

“ W h a t  t o  b e i n g  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  o r  t o  b e i n g  

a  m o t h e r ?

“ B o t h  I  g u e s s . ”

“ W e l l  s h e ’s  t o o  s c a r e d  to  l a u g h  w h e n  th e  

l i g h t s  a r e  o u t ,  to o  s e r io u s  to  s m i l e  w h e n  t h e y ’re  

o n .  I  c a n ’t  g e t  h e r  t o  e a t  m e a t  a n y m o r e  a n d  

s h e  c a l l s  J J  ‘y o u r ’ c h i l d . ”

S i l e n c e .

“ D a m n  h o w  c a n  s h e  r e a l l y  b e  T e r e s e  

w h e n  s h e ’s  n o t  c o o k i n ’ t h a t  B B Q  c h i c k e n ?  O h  

w i t h  t h a t  s p i c y  s a u c e  s h e  m a k e s .  M a y b e  th e y  

h a v e  h e r  t r a p p e d  in  s o m e  d a n k  d u n g e o n  in  t h e  

b o t t o m  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  a n d  th i s  i s  j u s t  a n  im p o s t e r ,  

a  p h o n y  lo o k  a l i k e . ”

“ O n e  c o u l d  o n l y  w i s h . ”

T h e y  b o t h  q u i c k l y  n o t i c e  t h e  r a d i o  a s  i t  

lo s e s  i t s  F M  c o n n e c t i o n .  S o m e t h i n g  d e e p  in ­

s id e  t h e  c a r  s o u n d s  l i k e  a n  o ld  m a n  c r y i n g  u n ­

d e r w a t e r ;  t h e y  b o th  k n o w  i t ’s  t h e  c a r b u r e t o r  

b u t  k e e p  q u i e t  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  H u s h e d  in  f e a r  

t h a t  th e  o t h e r  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  c h i m e  in  w i th  th e  

s o l u t i o n ,  s i l e n c e d  in  a  w a y  t h a t  o n l y  m a te r n a l  

m e n  c a n  b e .

T h e  h o m e l e s s  m a n  w h o  l i v e s  o n  h i s  o w n  

tw o  f e e t  w a l k s  a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d  a t  t h e  c o m e r  o f  

M a r k h a m  a n d  F a i r  P a r k .  A l l  d a y  lo n g  w i th  

o n e  th o u g h t  in  h i s  m i n d ,  h e  m a s t e r s  s o m e t h in g  

b e y o n d  t h e  b l i n d  c o m f o r t s  o f  c o n s u m p t io n .  In  

t h e  p u r g a t o r i a l  h e a t  o f  t h i s  A r k a n s a s  J u l y  h e  

w i l l  n e v e r  r e a c h  H e a v e n ,  o r  m a y b e  h e  h a s  

p a s s e d  o n  th r o u g h  t h a t  p l a c e .  S l ip p e d  b y  a s  

t h e  d i r t y  s h a d o w  o f  E u r o p e a n  d e s c e n t ,  d i r t i e d  

w i th  th e  s t a g n a n t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  g o in g  n o w h e r e .  

H e ’s  n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  h o m e l e s s  v e t  o n  t h e  b ik e  

a t  M c D o n a l d ’s  o r  t h e  d a r k  m e n  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t ­

s id e  o f* th e  s h e l t e r  o n  S e c o n d  S t r e e t .  A n y o n e  

in  t o w n  w i l l  te l l  y o u  th a t .

T h e  l i g h t  tu r n s  g r e e n  a n d  t h e  m e n  r e s u m e  

t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  a  to p i c  a  m i l l i o n  m i le s  

f r o m  w h a t ’s  o n  t h e i r  m i n d s ,  e v a s i v e  a n d  n u m b  

t h e y  s i d e t r a c k  in  a  w a y  t h a t  o n l y  m e n  c a n  d o .  

T h e  b e a r d e d  m a n  w h o  w e a r s  o f f  h i s  t o e s  to  

k e e p  f r o m  h a v i n g  h i s  b e d  o f  p l a s t i c  a n d  b r u s h  

o v e r t u r n e d  m a k e s  h i s  w a y  u p  M a r k h a m .  

D o w n t o w n  L i t t l e  R o c k  is  j u s t  o v e r  t h e  h i l l .  H e  

p u t s  o n  a  b r o k e n  p a i r  o f  t r a n s i s t o r  h e a d p h o n e s  

a s  h e  p a s s e s  b y  a  c h u r c h .

O u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a  g r o u p  o f  a b o u t  

2 0 0  p e o p l e  s t o m p  in  p l a c e  o n  th e  g r e e n  g r a s s .  

T h e y  a r e  m o s t l y  y o u n g  a n d  w e a r i n g  b l a c k  

c l o th in g .  O n  s u c h  a  h o t  d a y  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  

s o m e o n e ’s  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n - t a k e n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  lo s t ,  f o r  b lo o d  is  s t i l l  s p i l l i n g  o n  a  d u s ty  

h i g h w a y  w h e r e ,  w i th  d e a t h ,  t h a t  b o y  f i n a l l y

f o u n d  a  w a y  to  f le e  f r o m  th e  a n t i - g lo r y  o f  p o s t -  

t e e n a g e  f a l l o u t .  I n  th e  c r o w d  o f  p e o p l e  a  p o e t  

s ig h s  w i th  r e l i e f  b e c a u s e ,  f in a l ly ,  s h e  h a s  n o th ­

in g  to  s a y .  T h e  f a i t h l e s s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  m o u r n s  

w i t h  b e l i e f  in  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  i t ’s 

h a r d  w i t h o u t  l i f e  e v e r l a s t i n g .  W h y ,  w h y  d id  

t h a t  G o d  w h o  t h e y  t r u s t e d  a n d  f e a r e d ,  w h y  

d i d  h e  t a k e  a n o t h e r  r o m a n t i c ,  d r iv e n  h a r d  w i th  

p e s s i m i s m ,  f r o m  t h e i r  w o r l d ?

“ T h i s  f u n e r a l  is  k in d  o f  w e i r d i n g  m e  o u t .  

H e  w o u l d  h a v e  n e v e r  w a n t e d  i t  s o  r e l i g io u s .  

H e  d i d n ’t  g o  to  c h u r c h .”

“ Y e a h ,  b u t  h a v e n ’t  y o u  n o t i c e d ,  w h e n  

s o m e o n e  d i e s  l i k e  th i s ,  o r  w h e n e v e r  a n y o n e  

r e a l l y  d i e s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  to  j u s t i f y  i t  i s  b y  r e l i ­

g i o u s  m e a n s  o r  b y  G o d ?  I t ’s  j u s t  m o r e  c o m ­

f o r t i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e ’s  h a p ­

p i e r  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  w h o  a r e  s t i l l  d o w n  

h e r e . ”

“  Y e a h ,  i t ’s  w h e n  d e a t h  i s  u n w a r r a n t e d  

a n d  e r r a t i c  t h a t  w e  a l l  f o r g e t  t h a t  ‘th i s  w a s  

w h a t  G o d  w a n t e d ’ b u l l s h i t .  I f  G o d  p l a c e d  a  

b u l l d o z e r  in  t h e  m i d d le  o f  a  p i t c h  d a r k  h i g h ­

w a y  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  s o  t h a t  t h i s  

2 4 - y e a r - o l d  b o y ,  a n d  I m e a n  t h a t  i n  t h e  b e s t  

s e n s e ,  w i t h  a  g u i t a r  a n d  a  w h o l e  b u n c h  o f  h ig h  

s c h o o l  f r i e n d s  o n  h i s  m i n d  r a n  d i r e c t l y  in t o  it  

w h i l e  s t r a p p e d  in to  a  f u c k i n ’ d e a th  to y  T o y o ta ,  

t h e n  e v e r y  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  w o u l d  f a l l  

a p a r t  a t  t h e  s e a m s . ”

“ B u t  t h e n  w e ’d  a l l  h a v e  t o  g o  th r o u g h  

l i f e  w i th  n o  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  H e a v e n  a n d  t h i n g s  

w o u l d  b e  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  d i s m a l  a n d  h o p e ­

l e s s  t h a n  t h e y  a l r e a d y  a r e . ”

“ I  c a n ’t  b e l i e v e  w e ’r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  

r i g h t  n o w .”

T h e  c r o w d  b e g a n  to  d i m i n i s h  w i t h  t h e  

l a s t  l i g h t  o f  d a y .  T w o  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d ’s  b e s t  

f r i e n d s  s i t  o n  t h e  l a w n  w a t c h i n g  c a r s  f u l l  o f  

r e d - e y e d  p e o p l e  tu r n  o n  t h e i r  i g n i t i o n s  a n d  

s ig h  w i th  th e  r e l i e f  t h a t  th i s  a f t e r n o o n  h a s  f i ­

n a l l y  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d .  T h e y  r e a d  a s  t h e  

c r o w d ’s  l i p s  u t t e r  w i th  e x h a u s t  t h a t  A m e r i ­

c a n  o b s e s s i o n  o v e r  p u t t i n g  t h i n g s  in  t h e  p a s t  

a n d  g e t t i n g  o n  t o p  o f  l i f e  a g a in .

“ E v e r y o n e  j u s t  w a n t s  t o  c r y  a  l i t t l e ,  

m o u r n  f o r  a  b i t ,  t h e n  f o r g e t  a l l  o f  th i s  a n d  r e ­

g a i n  t h e i r  f a i t h  in  th e  f o r c e  a n d  th e m s e l v e s  a s  

f r a g i l e  s u p e r  h u m a n s . ”

“ I  c a n ’t  b e l i e v e  h e ’s  g o n e .  H i s  b o d y  is  

i n  th e  g r o u n d  w h e n  a  w e e k  a g o  i t  w a s  a s l e e p  

o n  m y  c o u c h - a n d  I k n o w  h e  w a n t e d  to  b e  c r e ­

m a t e d . ”

“ M a n  1 w a n t e d  to  f u c k i n g  p u n c h  t h a t  

p r i e s t  w h e n  h e  c u t  o u r  s o n g  o f f  h a l f w a y .”

“ L i k e  t h a t ’s  n o t  p r o p e r  f o r  h i s  d e l i v e r ­

a n c e  t o  H e a v e n ;  m a n  f u c k  t h a t . ”

“ W e  c a n ’t  e v e r  le t  th i s  t o w n  f o r g e t  h i m .”

T h e y  b o th  w o n d e r  w h e n  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  

w a s  t h a t  t h e y ’d  s a id  1 lo v e  y o u  to  a n y o n e .  A  

n a t u r a l  t h o u g h t  w h e n  s o m e o n e  f a l l s  o f f  u n ­

e x p e c t e d l y .

T h e  h o m e l e s s  m a n  c o v e r e d  in  d i r t  a n d

h a i r  k i c k s  a  r o c k  o f f  o f  th e  s i d e w a l k  a n d  in t o  

t h e  s t r e e t .  H e  b r e a t h e s  t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t s  o f  

d a y t i m e  in t o  h i s  lu n g s .  H is  e y e s  r e a d j u s t  a s  

t h e  d a r k n e s s  e n c a p s u l a t e s  t h a t  l a t e  s u m m e r  

d u s k .  T h e  m o s t  h u m b l i n g  f i v e  m i n u t e s  o f  th e  

d a y  p a s s ,  l i g h t  i s  e x c h a n g e d  f o r  d a r k n e s s  in  a  

f u r y  o f  l i g h t n i n g  b u g  b r i g a d e s .  A s  h e  c r o s s e s  

t h e  T h i r d  S t r e e t  B r i d g e  h e  n o t i c e s  a  g i r l  s i t t i n g  

o n  h e r  b ik e ,  b a l a n c in g  w i th  o n e  l e g  o n  th e  m e ta l  

r a i l s  t h a t  o v e r l o o k  t h e  t r a in  t r a c k s  a  h u n d r e d  

f e e t  b e l o w .  T h e  s m o k e  f r o m  h e r  c i g a r e t t e  r e ­

m i n d s  h im  o f  s o m e o n e  h e  o n c e  k n e w .  H e  

c o u g h s  s o  t h a t  s h e  k n o w s  h e ’s  a p p r o a c h i n g .

T h e  g i r l  s w i n g s  h e r  h e a d  a r o u n d  in  s u r ­

p r i s e .  S h e  h a d n ’t  r e a l i z e d  h o w  d a r k  i t  h a d  

g o t t e n .  A n o t h e r  d a y  c o m e s  to  a n  e n d  a n d  s h e  

t r i e s  t o  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  s h e ’s  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  

T h e  b l a n k e t  o f  n i g h t f a l l  m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

h e r  t o  s e e  t h e  f i g u r e  a p p r o a c h i n g .  P u r p l e  v i ­

s i o n  r e p l a c e s  t h e  m i s s i n g  l i g h t  p a r t i c l e s  e n ­

a b l i n g  h e r  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i n f a m o u s  h o m e ­

le s s  m a n  w a l k i n g  t o w a r d  h e r . A  s w e a t  b r e a k s  

o u t  o n  h e r  b r o w .  S h e ’s  a l w a y s  w a n t e d  to  s a y  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  h im ,  a s k  h im  w h a t  h i s  n a m e  is , 

w a v e  in  r e c o g n i t i o n .  B u t  e v e r y  t i m e  h e ’s  n e a r  

s h e  g e t s  s c a r e d  a n d  f e e l s  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  c r u ­

c i a l  m o m e n t s .  S h e  f u m b l e s  i n  h e r  p o c k e t  f o r  

s o m e t h i n g  to  g i v e  h i m - n o t  m o n e y  o r  c h a r i t y ,  

j u s t  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o r a  v a g u e  in t r o d u c t i o n .  A l l  

t h a t  s h e  h a s  is  a  l e t t e r  s h e  w a s  p l a n n i n g  o n  

m a i l i n g  to  h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d .

I t  h a d  t a k e n  a n  e n t i r e  w e e k  o f  r e - w o r d ­

i n g  a n d  r i p p i n g  u p  to  g e t  t h i n g s  r i g h t ,  b u t  f i ­

n a l ly  s h e  i s  r e a d y  to  s e n d  i t  t o  h e r .  U n l i k e  h e r  

f e e l i n g s ,  t h e  w o r d s  a r e n ’t  c o m p l i c a t e d .  A s  s h e  

t r i e d  t o  w r i t e  i t  s h e  c o u l d n ’t  s h a k e  a  c e r t a i n  

N i e t z s c h e  q u o t e  f r o m  h e r  m i n d ,  “ T h a t  w h ic h  

c a n  b e  p u t  i n t o  w o r d s  i s  a l r e a d y  d e a d  in  o u r  

h e a r t s . ”  S h e  d o e s n ’t  w a n t  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  a n d  

o v e r - a n a l y z e  t h i s  f e e l i n g  in  h e r  s t o m a c h  b u t  

s h e  h a s  t o ;  th e  l e t t e r  is  t h e  l a s t  s t e p ,  o r  m a y b e  

t h e  f i r s t .

A s  th e  m a n  w a lk s  p a s t  h e r  s h e  lo o k s  d o w n  

a t  t h e  e n v e l o p e  a n d  w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d  to  p o n ­

d e r  o r  w o n d e r  s h e  p lu n g e s  i t  in to  h i s  h a n d s .  

H e  d o e s n ’t  e v e n  lo o k  u p  a t  h e r ;  h e  t a k e s  th e  

l e t t e r  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  w a lk i n g .

S h e  c a l l s  a f t e r  h im ,  “ I t ’s  n o t  t o  y o u ,  b u t  

i t ’s  m y  h e a r t . ”  D id  t h a t  s o u n d  r e a l l y  a r t i f i c i a l  

a n d  c h e e s y  s h e  w o n d e r s ?  “ U m m m ,  1 m e a n ,  

i t ’s  to o  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  m e  to  k e e p  a n y w a y .  Y o u  

c a n  m a i l  i t  i f  y o u  w a n t . ”  W h a t  h a v e  I  d o n e ,  

s h e  t h i n k s .  N o w  s h e ’s  n e v e r  g o i n g  to  k n o w  

h o w  I f e e l .  “ F u c k  C a r r i e , ”  s h e  s a y s  a l o u d  to  

h e r s e l f ,  “ t h e  g i r l  l i v e s  d o w n  t h e  d a m n  s t r e e t  

f r o m  y o u ,  y o u  s e e  h e r  e v e r y d a y .  W h a t ’s s o  

h a r d  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s ? ”

H e  s t a r t s  t o  o p e n  t h e  l e t t e r  t h e n  s h o v e s  it  

i n t o  h i s  b a c k  p o c k e t .  M a y b e  h e ’ ll s e n d  i t  o r  

m a y b e  h e ’ ll u s e  i t  to  f u e l  a  f i r e  l a t e r  o n .  H e  

t h i n k s  a b o u t  j u s t  l e a v i n g  i t  t h e r e ,  h id d e n  a w a y  

o n  h i s  p e r s o n  w h e r e  i t  w i l l  s t i c k  t o  h i s  s k in  

l i k e  p a p i e r  m a c h e  a n d  h e ’ l l  f o r g e t  a b o u t  i t  u n ­

ti l  th e  w o r d s  b le e d .  J u s t  o n e  m o m e n t  a f t e r  d u s k  

tu r n s  t h e  s k y  a n d  h i s  s k in  t h e  s a m e  c o lo r ,  d a r k -



n e s s  c o l l a p s e s  o n to  th e  c i ty .  W i th  t h e  s u n  o u t  

o f  r a n g e ,  t h e  m o o n  b e g i n s  to  c o o l  e v e r y t h i n g  

d o w n .  B o d ie s  a n d  e n g i n e s  s l o w  to  a  s p e e d i n g  

c r a w l ,  g iv i n g  u p  th e  c h a s e  i n s t i g a te d  b y  t o d a y ’s 

m o n o l i t h i c  h e a t  in d e x .  A  c a r  p a s s e s  a n d  s o m e ­

o n e  y e l l s  a t  t h e  w a l k i n g  m a n ,  “ T a k e  a  b a t h  

m o t h e r f u c k e r . ”  H e  d o e s n ’t  f e e l  d i r t y ;  h e  c a n ’t  

t e l l  th e  g r i m e  o n  h i s  s k in  f r o m  th e  a s p h a l t  o n  

th e  s t r e e t s  f r o m  th e  C o k e  m a c h i n e  i n  t h e  p o l a r  

b e a r  c a g e  a t  t h e  z o o ,  f r o m  t h e  e m p t y  p o c k e t s  

t h a t  s t e a l  h i s  i d e n t i t y  a s  a n  A m e r i c a n  ( a n d  w e  

j u s t  k e e p  c a l l i n g  h im  th e  w a l k i n g  m a n ) .

F u r t h e r  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  t h e  r u in s  o f  a n  

o ld  p i z z a  p l a c e  l a y  b u r i e d ;  a n  e l e g y  to  u r b a n  

f l i g h t  u s u r p s  t h e  o l d  s ig n  t h a t  s t i l l  h a n g s  a b o v e  

t h e  d o o r w a y .  A c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  a  m a n  s i t s  o n  a  

b u s  b e n c h  a l l  a lo n e .  H is  h e a d  r e s t s  in  th e  p a l m s  

o f  h i s  d e l i c a t e  h a n d s .  T h e  w a y  h e  f i d g e t s  a n d  

s t a r e s  i n s i s t s  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  d o e s n ’t  f i t  r i g h t .  

T h e  h o m e l e s s  m a n  s to p s  t o  c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  A  

p o l i c e  c a r  s lo w s  d o w n  a s  it  p a s s e s  th r o u g h  w h a t  

l o o k s  l i k e  a  p o s s i b l e  s i t u a t i o n ;  th e  a s y m m e t r y  

b e t w e e n  th i s  t r i a n g l e  o f  h u m a n  d i s t u r b a n c e  is  

i n v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  m a n  o n  th e  b u s  b e n c h .  I n  f a c t  

h e  i s  u n a w a r e  o f  m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  a r o u n d  h im .  

H e  s i n k s  in  t h e  q u i c k s a n d  o f  h i s  o w n  t h o u g h t s  

a s  t h e  c o p  c a r  d i s a p p e a r s  o v e r  t h e  h i l l .

W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  th e  b u s  t h e  m a n  r e a l ­

i z e s  t h a t  h e  d o e s n ’t  u n d e r s t a n d  h im s e l f ,  b u t  n o t  

i n  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  s e n s e .  H e  j u s t  w a l k e d  a w a y  

f r o m  h i s  f i f t h  j o b  th i s  y e a r .  H e  m a d e  it  a  m o n t h  

a n d  a  h a l f  a t  t h i s  o n e .  H is  w i f e  a n d  h i s  s o n  

m o v e d  o u t  o f  M e m p h i s  w i th  h im  s o  t h a t  h e  

c o u l d  s t a r t  f r e s h .  Y e s t e r d a y  w a s  h i s  3 0 " ’ b i r t h ­

d a y  a n d  p a y d a y  s o  h e  t o o k  t h e m  o u t  t o  d in n e r ,  

I t a l i a n  f o o d ,  t o  c e l e b r a t e .  N o w  h e  h a s  t o  c r a w l  

b a c k  h o m e  a n d  te l l  t h e m  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h e  

c a n ’t  e v e n  e x p l a i n  to  h i m s e l f .  H e  m u l l s  o v e r  

t h e  w o r d s  in  h is  h e a d :

“ H o n e y ,  L a n ie ,  I c a n ’t  w o r k ,  I c a n n o t  d o  

it . I ’m  n o t  l a z y ;  l o o k  a t  m y  m a n u s c r i p t s .  I t ’s  

j u s t  t h a t  I ’m  n o t  a  s l a v e  o r  a  w i l l f u l  a m p u te e .  

M y  m o r a l s  e a t  a w a y  a t  m e  w h e n  I p u n c h  th e  

c l o c k ;  m y  b a l l s  s t i n g  a n d  m y  h a i r  s t a r t s  to  f a l l  

o u t — I k n o w  i t  d o e s . ”  H e  tu g s  a t  t h e  th i n  b l a c k  

f u r  o n  h i s  c r o w n  a s  h e  c o n t in u e s  t a lk in g  to  h i m ­

s e l f  o u t  l o u d .  “ I d r i n k  c o f f e e  in  t h e  m o r n i n g  

a n d  b e e r  a l l  n i g h t  a n d  in  b e t w e e n  a l l  I  r e a l l y  

s e e  is  a  p a y c h e c k .  D o  y o u  r e c o g n i z e  th o s e  

w o r d s  h o n e y ?  O ld  s o n g  ly r i c s  t h a t  I u s e d  to  

s w e a r  b y .  I j u s t  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  it w o u l d  c o m e  

to  t h i s . ”

H e  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  t a l k i n g  to  h e r .

“ A n d  i f  I  r e a l l y  d o n ’t s u p p o r t  th i s  m o n e y -  

h u n g r y  C a l v i n i s t  w o r k  e t h i c  t h e n  w h y  a m  I 

g i v i n g  u p  s o  m u c h  o f  m y  t i m e  a n d  a l l  o f  m y  

e n e r g y  t o  s o m e  c o m p u t e r  s c r e e n  th a t  I h a p p e n  

to  u n d e r s t a n d ,  f u e l i n g  th e  f i r e  t h a t ’s  b u r n i n g  

m e  a t  t h e  s t a k e ?  G o d d a m m i t ,  w e ’r e  a l l  j u s t  

b o b b i n g  a t  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  l i k e  d e a d  b o d ie s .  M y  

m o u t h  a n d  n o s e  a r e  b a r e l y  o v e r  th e  w a te r l i n e .  

S a l t  w a t e r  in  a  d a r k  d i r t y  s e a  k e e p s  p o u r i n g  in  

m y  m o u t h  a n d  s w e l l i n g  u p  m y  d r y  l u n g s  w h e n  

I  t r y  t o  y e l l  o r  e v e n  ta lk .  A n d  h e r e  w e  a r e  a l l  

d r o w n i n g ,  n o t  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  w e ’r e  w a d i n g ,

w a i t i n g ,  w a d i n g  to w a r d  d e a th .  1 j u s t  w a n n a  

f i n d  t h e  l a d d e r  o u t  o f  t h e  o c e a n .  T h e  s a l t  s t i n g s  

m y  p o r e s  a n d  t h e r e ’s n o  s h a d o w s  to  m o c k  a n d  

p e o p l e  j u s t  s t o p  n o t i c i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  

t h e i r  a c h i n g  m u s c l e s ,  t o r n  f r o m  e f f o r t s  t o  

m e r e l y  s t a y  a l iv e .  B u t  t h e y ’r e  d o i n g  i t  s o  w e l l .  

A n d  I c a n ’t  b e  p a r t  o f  it. A n d  I c a n ’t  k id  m y ­

s e l f  w i th  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  in f l a t i o n  r a t e s .  S h i t  

t h e  w h o l e  m e s s  is  s c a t t e r e d ,  f a r  f a r  b e y o n d  m y -  

r e a c h . ”

T h e  l o n g e r  h e  g o e s  th e  m o r e  d r a m a t i c  it 

b e c o m e s .  T h e  m a n  is  s k i l l e d  a t  t a l k i n g  to  h i m ­

s e l f ;  h e  s o u n d s  g o o d .  T h e  h o m e l e s s  m a n  h a s  

s t o p p e d  r i g h t  b e h i n d  h im  to  l i s t e n  f o r  a  f e w  

m i n u t e s .  T h e  lo o k  o n  h i s  f a c e  is  o n e  o f  p i ty .  

T h e  m a n  o n  t h e  b u s  b e n c h  t a l k s  l i k e  a  w r i t e r ,  

s o m e o n e  w h o  r e d e f i n e s  i r o n y  a n d  n a r c i s s i s m  

o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in .  S o m e o n e  w h o  w a t c h e s  

h i m s e l f  a s  r o m a n t i c a l l y  a s  h e  d o e s  t h e  p e o p l e  

a r o u n d  h im .  H i s  o w n  m i n d  is  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y  

a n d  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  v o i c e s  a r e  f o r e i g n  a n d  h e  

t r a n s c r i b e s  th e m .  H is  w i f e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  l e a v e  

h i m  s o o n .  S o m e w h e r e  in  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  m i n d  

h e  k n o w s  th i s ,  a n d  it  m a k e s  h im  h a p p y .  H is  

h o u s e  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  c o f f i n  a n d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  

b e  r e p o s s e s s e d  in  a  f e w  y e a r s .  W h e n  h e  w a s  

e i g h t  h e  d i e d  f o r  1 6  s e c o n d s  a t  h i s  f r i e n d  

S t e v e ’s  p o o l  p a r ty .

T h e  h o m e l e s s  m a n  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  d e a d ,  

n o t  e v e n  in  a  m e t a p h o r i c a l  s e n s e .  H e ’s  n e v e r  

r e a l l y  k n o w n  a n y o n e  t h a t ’s  d i e d  a n d  h e ’s  n e v e r  

b e e n  s i c k  e i th e r .  T h e  g i r l  o n  th e  b r i d g e ,  h e r  

m o t h e r  s h o t  h e r  f a t h e r  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o .  H e  w a s  

a n  a s s h o l e ,  b u t  h e  n e v e r  t o u c h e d  a  s ip  o f  a l c o ­

h o l  in  h i s  l i f e .  H e  d id  h a v e  a  g o o d  j o b  t h o u g h .  

O n e  h e  h a t e d  i n s id e  b u t  c o u l d  n e v e r  l e t  g o .  

T h e  p e n s i o n  p l a n s  o f  c o u r s e .  T h e  tw o  g u y s  in  

t h e  c a r  b o t h  w o r k  O K  j o b s .  O n e  w i l l  s o o n  

b e c o m e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w y e r ,  b u t  h e ’ ll 

n e v e r  c h a n g e  a n y t h in g .  H is  p a y c h e c k  w i l l  b e  

e n o u g h  t o  f e e d  o n e  t h o u s a n d  h u n g r y  f a c e s .  

H e ’ ll s t a r t  t o  r e a l l y  l i k e  g r i l l e d  s a lm o n  a n d  th i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  w h i t e  w in e  f r o m  I ta ly .  T h e  o t h e r  

m a n ’s  w i f e  w a s  j u s t  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  j a i l .  S h e  

w i l l  n e v e r  b e  t h e  s a m e .  S h e  w i l l  r e a l i z e  m o r e  

a n d  m o r e  e v e r y d a y  h o w  u n f a m i l i a r  a n d  i n h u ­

m a n  t h e  w o r l d  r e a l l y  is .  O v e r  a n d  o v e r  s h e  

w i l l  f o r g e t  to  h u g  h e r  s o n .

T h e  b o y  w h o  th e  f u n e r a l  w a s  f o r  h i t  a  b u l l ­

d o z e r  t h a t  w a s  l y i n g  in  th e  m i d d l e  o f  th e  h i g h ­

w a y .  A  c a r  in  f r o n t  o f  h im  s w e r v e d  a n d  m i s s e d  

it .  T h e r e  w e r e n ’t a n y  s k id  m a r k s  a t  t h e  s c e n e  

b u t  y o u  c a n  s t i l l  s e e  th e  c h a r r e d  a s p h a l t  w h e r e  

t h e  c a r  e x p l o d e d .  H is  d a d  s e l l s  c a r s  a n d  th e  

m a n  o n  t h e  p a r k  b e n c h  w i l l  w r i t e  a b o u t  h o w  

i r o n i c  t h a t  is .  T h e  h o m e l e s s  m a n  w h o s e  n a m e  

I  d o n ’t  k n o w ,  h e ’ l l  k e e p  w a l k i n g .  S o o n  h e ’ ll 

n o t i c e  t h e  s m e l l  o f  f a l l  a n d  th e  l e a v e s  w i l l  b e ­

g i n  t o  f a d e  i n t o  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  s t a g e  b e f o r e  

d e a th .  O n e  d a y  h e  w i l l  s e n d  t h a t  le t te r .  H e ’ ll 

w a l k  a c r o s s  th e  e n t i r e  c i t y  t o  r e a c h  th e  p o s t  

o f f i c e  a n d  m a y b e  th e  g i r l  o n  th e  b ik e  a n d  h e r  

f r i e n d  w i l l  f a l l  i n  lo v e .

[ p e o p l e ]



W a s  A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n  a  R a c i s t ?

A  R e v i e w  o f  L e r o n e  B e n n e t t  J r . ' s .

F o r c e d  I n t o  G l o r y :

A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n ' s  W h i t e  D r e a m

b y  R o n  S a k o l s k y

" I  w i l l  s a y  t h e n  t h a t  I  a m  n o t ,  n o r  e v e r  h a v e  

b e e n  in  f a v o r  o f  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  in  a n y  w a y  

t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  w h i te  

a n d  b l a c k  r a c e s  [ a p p l a u s e ] — t h a t  I  a m  n o t  

n o r  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  in  f a v o r  o f  m a k i n g  v o te r s  

o r  j u r o r s  o f  N e g r o e s ,  n o r  o f  q u a l i f y i n g  th e m  

to  h o l d  o f f ic e ,  n o r  to  i n t e r m a r r y  w i th  w h i te  

p e o p l e ;  a n d  I  w i l l  s a y  in  a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s  t h a t  

th e r e  i s  a  p h y s i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  th e  w h i te  

a n d  b l a c k  r a c e s  w h ic h  I  b e l i e v e  w i l l  f o r e v e r  

f o r b i d  th e  tw o  r a c e s  l i v in g  t o g e t h e r  o n  t e r m s  

o f  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y .  A n d  in a s m u c h  

a s  t h e y  c a n n o t  s o  l iv e , w h i l e  th e y  d o  r e m a i n  

t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s u p e ­

r i o r  a n d  in f e r io r ,  a n d  I  a s  m u c h  a s  a n y  o t h e r  

m a n  a m  in  f a v o r  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  s u p e r i o r  p o s i ­

t i o n  a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  w h i t e  r a c e .  ”

A b r a h a m  L i n c o ln ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  I l l i n o i s ,

1 8 5 8

F o r c e d  I n to  G lo r y  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n ­

c e i v e d  b a c k  in  1 9 6 8 , w h e n  L e r o n e  B e n n e t t  Jr. 

w r o t e  t h e  E b o n y  a r t i c l e ,  “ W a s  A b e  L i n c o ln  A  

W h i t e  S u p r e m a c i s t ? ”  W h i l e  t h a t  a r t i c l e  h a s  

l a r g e l y  b e e n  ig n o r e d  b y  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  c o ­

t e r i e  o f  L i n c o ln  s c h o la r s  d e d i c a t e d  a s  t h e y  a r e

to  a n  e x p u n g i n g  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  a n y  

u n p l e a s a n t  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  h e r o  ( a n d  m e a l  

t i c k e t ) ,  t h e  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  

a l w a y s  t a k e n  i t  m o r e  s e r io u s ly .  F o r  y e a r s ,  th e  

B e n n e t t  a r t i c l e  h a s  h a d  a  l i v e ly  w o r d - o f - m o u t h  

u n d e r g r o u n d  c i r c u l a t i o n  in  b l a c k  A m e r i c a .  In  

1 9 7 6 ,  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  n o v e l i s t  I s h m a e l  

R e e d ,  in  h is  n o v e l ,  F l i g h t  to  C a n a d a , o b v io u s ly  

u s e d  th e  a r t i c l e  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  h i l a r i o u s  

s e n d - u p  o f  A m e r i c a n  r a c i s m  w i t h  L i n c o l n  

m o c k i n g l y  f e a t u r e d  a s  o n e  o f  i t s  c e n t r a l  c h a r ­

a c t e r s .

B e n n e t t ’s  p r e v i o u s  b o o k ,  B e f o r e  T h e  

M a y f l o w e r , i s  a  r e s p e c t e d  t e x t  i n  A f r i c a n -  

A m e r i c a n  h i s to r y .  Y e t  e v e n  to d a y ,  j u s t  a s  w a s  

t h e  c a s e  w h e n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d ,  

a s s o r t e d  h i s t o r i a n s  a n d  f r e e l a n c e  w r i t e r s  h a v e  

r u s h e d  to  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s  t o  a t t a c k  F o r c e d  I n t o  

G l o r y  a n d  d e f e n d  t h e  m y t h i c a l  L i n c o ln .  M a n y  

o f  t h e s e  “ d r i v e - b y ”  r e v i e w s  a r e  q u i c k  to  p o i n t  

o u t  t h a t  B e n n e t t ’s  b o o k  i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a n d  

u n f a i r l y  a p p l i e s  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  i d e a s  o n  

r a c e  t o  L i n c o l n ’s C iv i l  W a r  A m e r i c a .  T h e  a r ­

g u m e n t  i s  t h a t  L i n c o ln  w a s  a  m a n  o f  h i s  t i m e  

a n d  w h a t  s e e m s  l i k e  r a c i s m  t o d a y  w a s  b a s e d  

u p o n  t h e  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d ,  i f  le s s  e n l i g h t e n e d ,

[ p e o p l e ]



u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  r a c i a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  w a s  p r e v a ­

l e n t  a m o n g  w h i t e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  

C e n t u r y .  H o w e v e r ,  B e n n e t t  is  a t  p a i n s  t o  p o in t  

o u t  th e  d a n g e r o u s  f a l l a c y  o f  th i s  lo g i c .  H e  s a y s ,  

" I  h a v e  c o m p a r e d  L i n c o l n  h e r e  n o t  w i th  T w e n ­

t i e th  C e n t u r y  l e a d e r s  b u t  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  m e n  

a n d  w o m e n  o f  h i s  o w n  t i m e ,  a n d  1 h a v e  s u g ­

g e s t e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  th e  r e a s o n s  w e  a r e  in  t r o u b l e  

r a c i a l l y  in  th i s  c o u n t r y  is  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s y s t e m ­

a t i c a l l y  d o w n p l a y e d  a n d  s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  w h i t e  

m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o ,  u n l i k e  L i n c o ln ,  r e a l l y  

b e l i e v e d  in  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e . ”

W h o  w e r e  t h e s e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ?  In  h i s  

d e d i c a t i o n  to  “ th e  r e a l  e m a n c ip a to r s  w h o  f o r c e d  

L i n c o ln  in to  g lo r y ,”  B e n n e t t  i n c l u d e s  n o t  o n ly  

m i l i t a n t  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a n d  

r e b e l s  l i k e  

F r e d e r i c k  D o u ­

g l a s ,  H a r r i e t  

T u b m a n ,  N a t  

T u r n e r  a n d  S o ­

j o u r n e r  T r u th ,  b u t  

s u c h  A m e r i c a n s  

o f  E u r o p e a n  d e ­

s c e n t  a s  f i e r y  

a b o l i t i o n i s t s  J o h n  B r o w n  a n d  W e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s  

a s  w e l l  a s  R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s  s u c h  a s  C h a r l e s  

S u m n e r  a n d  T h a d d c u s  S t e v e n s .  A s  to  p o l i t i ­

c i a n s  f r o m  L i n c o l n ’s  h o m e  s t a t e ,  h e  s in g l e s  o u t  

L y m a n  T r u m b u l l ,  w h o ,  u n l i k e  L i n c o l n ,  o p ­

p o s e d  th e  p r e - C i v i l  W a r  F u g i t i v e  S l a v e  A c t  b y  

w h ic h  e s c a p e d  s l a v e s  w e r e  h u n t e d  d o w n  in  th e  

N o r t h ,  a n d  w h o  w a s  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  th e  C o n f i s ­

c a t i o n  A c t s ,  w h ic h  c a l l e d  f o r  a n  im m e d i a t e  e n d  

t o  s l a v e r y  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  t h e  

s l a v e h o l d e r s .  In  a d d i t i o n  to  T r u m b u l l ,  B e n n e t t  

s a y s  I l l i n o i s  c a n  b e  p r o u d  o f  i t s  f i r s t  a b o l i t i o n ­

is t  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  O w e n  L o v e jo y ,  a n d  h is  

b r o t h e r  E l i j a h  L o v e j o y ,  w h o s e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  

p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  w a s  t h r o w n  in t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  

R iv e r  a n d  h i s  l i f e  t a k e n  b y  a n  a n g r y  w h i t e  m o b  

in  A l to n .

P a r t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  m i r a g e  f l o a t i n g  

a r o u n d  L i n c o ln  is  t h a t  h e  g r e w  i n c r e a s in g ly  le s s  

r a c i s t  a n d  m o r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  o v e r  

t i m e .  N o t  s o ,  s a y s  B e n n e t t .  A c c o r d i n g  to  a n  

e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t  b y  H e n r y  V i l l a r d ,  w i th  th e  

c o u n t r y  o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  C iv i l  W a r ,  a  f o lk s y  L i n ­

c o l n ,  w h o  w a s  f r e s h  f r o m  h i s  v i c t o r y  in  th e  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a m p a i g n  o f  1 8 6 0 , “ to l d  a  s t o r y  o f  

t h e  K e n t u c k y  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  P e a c e  w h o s e  f i r s t  

c a s e  w a s  a  c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n  f o r  t h e  a b u s e  

o f  s l a v e s .  U n a b l e  t o  f i n d  a n y  p r e c e d e n t ,  h e  

e x c l a i m e d  a n g r i l y :  I  w i l l  b e  d a m n e d  i f  I  d o n ’t  

f e e l  a l m o s t  s o r r y  f o r  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  w h e n  th e  

n i g g e r s  is  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I h a v e  to  a t t e n d  t o . ”  

N o t  o n ly  d i d  L i n c o ln  u s e  t h e  w o r d  “ n i g g e r ”  

c o u n t l e s s  t i m e s ,  b u t  h e  w a s  a  f r e q u e n t e r  o f  

m i n s t r e l  s h o w s  a n d  s p e c i a l i z e d  in  t e l l i n g  n ig g e r  

j o k e s  a d  n a u s e a m  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n t i m a t e s  a n d  

c r o n i e s .

A s  to  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  F u g i t i v e  S la v e  

L a w , h e  h a d  n o  q u a l m s  a b o u t  s l a v e  h u n te r s  k i d ­

n a p p i n g  e s c a p e d  s l a v e s  r i g h t  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  

h i s  a d o p t e d  h o m e to w n  o f  S p r in g f i e ld ,  a n d  e v e n

v o t e d  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  F u g i t i v e  S la v e  

L a w  to  W a s h i n g to n ,  D C  w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f  C a p i ­

to l  H i l l  i t s e l f .  F o r  s u c h  u n s w e r v i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  

t h e  F u g i t i v e  S l a v e  L a w , W e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s  w e n t  

s o  f a r  a s  t o  c a l l  L i n c o ln  a  “ s l a v e  h o u n d . ”  B a c k  

in  I l l i n o i s ,  L i n c o ln  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  a s  a  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t o r  v o t e d  f o r  a  r a c i a l l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

e l e c to r a l  s y s t e m  a n d  B la c k  L a w s  a n d  C o d e s  

w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e d  r a c i s t  v i o l e n c e  a n d  w e r e '  

a m o n g  t h e  h a r s h e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P a r t l y  

t h a n k s  t o  L i n c o l n ,  a s  h i s t o r i a n  R o b e r t  P . 

H o w a r d  h a s  p u t  i t ,  I l l i n o i s  w a s  “ a l m o s t  a  s l a v e  

s t a t e . ”  Y e t  w h i l e  L i n c o l n ’s  a c t i o n s  v i s  a  v i s  

t h e  F u g i t i v e  S l a v e  L a w  le d  to  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  

u n t o l d  n u m b e r s  o f  s l a v e s  a n d  f r e e  b l a c k s  a s ­

s u m e d  t o  b e  e s c a p e d  s l a v e s ,  o t h e r  w h i t e  

S p r i n g f i e l d  f a m i ­

l i e s  s e c r e t l y  t o o k  

f u g i t i v e s  f r o m  

s l a v e r y  t o  C h i ­

c a g o  in  w a g o n s  

l o a d e d  w i th  s a c k s  

o f  g r a i n  t o  c o n ­

t i n u e  t h e i r  j o u r ­

n e y  o n  th e  U n d e r ­

g r o u n d  R a i l r o a d  t o  e v e n t u a l  f r e e d o m  in  

C a n a d a .  Y e t  a t  th e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  s l a v e r y  q u e s ­

t i o n  w a s  th e  m o s t  b u r n i n g  m o r a l  i s s u e  f a c i n g  

t h e  n a t i o n ,  L i n c o l n  w a s  n o t  o n l y  n o t  a n  a b o l i ­

t i o n i s t  , b u t  h e  c o n t e m p t u o u s l y  d e r i d e d  a b o l i ­

t i o n i s m  i t s e l f .

H o w  c a n  w e  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  

t h e  c o u r a g e o u s  s t a t i o n m a s t e r s  o n  t h e  U n d e r ­

g r o u n d  R a i l r o a d ,  a n d ,  a d d i n g  in s u l t  to  in ju r y ,  

c o n t i n u e  to  r e f e r  t o  L i n c o l n ,  w h o  o p e n l y  d e ­

s p i s e d  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  a s  “ T h e  G r e a t  E m a n ­

c i p a t o r ” ?  A f t e r  a l l ,  a s  B e n n e t t  s o  a b l y  d e m o n ­

s t r a t e s ,  t h e  E m a n c i p a t io n  P r o c l a m a t io n  w a s  n o t  

w h a t  i t  s e e m e d .  E v e n  L i n c o l n ’s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

S t a t e  W i l l i a m  H e n r y  S e w a r d  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  s a id  

o f  th e  P r e s id e n t i a l  p r o c l a m a t io n ,  “ W e  s h o w  o u r  

s y m p a t h y  w i th  t h e  s l a v e s  b y  e m a n c i p a t i n g  th e  

s l a v e s  w h e r e  w e  c a n n o t  r e a c h  th e m  a n d  h o l d ­

in g  th e m  in  b o n d a g e  w h e r e  w e  c a n  s e t  th e m  

f r e e . ”  L i n c o l n ’s  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  in  a n d  o f  i t s e l f ,  

d id  n o t  a c t u a l l y  f r e e  a  s i n g l e  s l a v e  in  t h e  C o n ­

f e d e r a c y  a n d  s t u d i o u s l y  e x c l u d e d  a l l  s l a v e s  

w i t h i n  t e r r i t o r y  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  U n i o n  A r m y .  

L i n c o ln  c a r e f u l l y  c r a f t e d  a  “ s o l u t i o n ”  to  th e  

s l a v e r y  i s s u e  t h a t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  o f f e n s i v e  to  

h i s  ( w h i t e )  S o u t h e r n  b r o t h e r s .  I t  w a s  f o r m u ­

l a t e d  n o t  in  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  in t e r e s t  o f  t h e  a g ­

g r i e v e d  s l a v e s ,  b u t  h a d  a s  i t s  p r i m a r y  g o a l  th e  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i o n .  O n c e  a g a i n  f o lk s :  

“ H o n e s t ”  A b e  “ f r e e d ”  s l a v e s  i n  C o n f e d e r a t e  

t e r r i t o r y  w h e r e  h i s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  h e l d  n o  le g a l  

a u t h o r i t y  a n d  le f t  t h e m  in  s l a v e r y  in  U n io n -  

h e l d  t e r r i t o r y  w h e r e  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  f r e e d  th e m .  

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n  w a s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  s o  a s  n o t  t o  a p p l y  t o  th e  

B o r d e r  S t a t e s  w h e r e  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  

h a d  b e e n  a  h o t l y  c o n t e s t e d  i s s u e  f o r  y e a r s .

A s  B e n n e t t  n o t e s ,  i t  s e e m s  f r o m  t h e  e v i ­

d e n c e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e  E m a n c i ­

p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n  w a s ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  a  p l o y

w h o s e  g o a l  w a s  n o t  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  e m a n c i ­

p a t e  t h e  s l a v e s ,  b u t  t o  k e e p  s l a v e r y  in  t a c t  u n ­

t i l  L i n c o l n  c o u l d  m o b i l i z e  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  r e a l  

p l a n  w h i c h  c a l l e d  f o r  g r a d u a l  e m a n c i p a t i o n  

w i t h  h a n d s o m e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  t h e  

s l a v e m a s t e r s  a n d  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  o f  a p ­

p r e n t i c e s h ip  ( t h e  t e r m s  o f  w h ic h  w o u l d  b e  c o n ­

t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  s l a v e h o l d e r s )  b e f o r e  f u l l  f r e e ­

d o m  w a s  to  b e  g r a n t e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  s u c h  a  h a l f ­

h e a r t e d  e m a n c i p a t i o n  s c h e m e  w a s  to  b e  c o m ­

b in e d  w i t h  m o r e  s e r i o u s  p l a n s  f o r  d e p o r t i n g  

t h e  f o r m e r  s l a v e s  t o  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y  in  A f r i c a  

o r  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  s o  t h a t  th e  d i v i s i v e  r a c e  i s s u e  

w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  p l a g u e  f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e ­

t w e e n  A m e r i c a n s  o f  E u r o p e a n  d e s c e n t .  A b o ­

l i t i o n i s t ,  h e l l ,  L i n c o l n  w a s n ’t  e v e n  a n  i n t e g r a -  

t i o n i s t .  S o  m u c h  f o r  l i b e r a l  i l l u s io n s . . .

W h y  t h e n  d i d  L i n c o l n  i s s u e  t h e  E m a n c i ­

p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n  a t  a l l ?  A s  B e n n e t t  c o n ­

v i n c i n g l y  a r g u e s ,  t h e  r e a l  im p e tu s  w a s  t h e  S e c ­

o n d  C o n f i s c a t i o n  A c t  o f  J u ly  1 7 , 1 8 6 2 - t h  e r e a l  

E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n .  T h i s  A c t  s i g n e d  

in t o  l a w  s ix  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  

E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  f o r  im ­

m e d i a t e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s l a v e o w n e r s ’ h u ­

m a n  “ p r o p e r t y ”  a n d  g r a n t e d  f r e e d o m  o u t r i g h t  

t o  t h o s e  f o r m e r l y  d e f i n e d  a s  c h a t t e l .  I t  a l s o  

d e f i n e d  t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  a m o n g  th e  S o u t h ­

e r n  s e c e s s i o n i s t s  a s  t r a i t o r s  a n d  d e m a n d e d  r e c ­

o n c i l i a t i o n  w i th  j u s t i c e .  S o  w h e n  o n  S e p t e m ­

b e r  2 2 ,  1 8 6 2 ,  e x a c t l y  o n e  d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  e f ­

f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n f i s c a t i o n  A c t ,  L i n c o l n ,  

a s  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e ,  s i g n e d  t h e  P r e l i m i n a r y  

E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n ,  i t ,  a s  i n t e n d e d ,  

e f f e c t i v e l y  n u l l i f i e d  t h a t  m u c h  m o r e  r a d i c a l  

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  A c t .

I n  f a c t ,  a s  L i n c o l n  o f t e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  to  

q u e l l  th e  f e a r s  o f  h i s  S o u t h e r n  b r e t h r e n ,  th e  

E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n  w a s  a  w a r  d o c u ­

m e n t  w h i c h  h a d  l i m i t e d  l e g a l i t y  a n d  s c o p e  a n d  

w o u l d  b e  i n o p e r a t i v e  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  w a s  o v e r .  

B e y o n d  i t s  w a r t i m e  n a t u r e ,  i t  h a d  m a n y  le g a l  

l o o p h o l e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  e n g e n d e r e d  a  c e n ­

tu r y  o f  l i t i g a t i o n .  L e g a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  a s  B e n n e t t  

n o t e s ,  i t  t o o k  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t  r a t i ­

f i e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e s  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  l e g a l  f r e e ­

d o m s  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  m i s t a k e n l y  a s s o c i a t e s  w i th  

t h e  E m a n c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n .  T h a t  a m e n d ­

m e n t  w a s  a u t h o r e d  n o t  b y  L i n c o l n ,  b u t  b y  th e  

l e s s  w e l l  k n o w n  R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s  w h o  

f o r c e d  L i n c o l n  in t o  g lo r y .

B e y o n d  t h e  C o n f i s c a t i o n  A c t s ,  t h e  R a d i ­

c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s  in  t h e  3 7 t h  C o n g r e s s  a l s o  r e ­

v i s e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o d e  b y  w h i c h  L i n c o ln  h a d  

c a l l e d  u p o n  U n i o n  s o l d i e r s  t o  r e t u r n  s l a v e s  to  

s l a v e o w n e r s ,  a n d  p a s s e d  th e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a c t  

w h i c h  f r e e d  a l l  s l a v e s  w h o  c h o s e  t o  e n l i s t  in  

th e  U n i o n  A r m y .  T h e s e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  a c t i o n s  

u l t i m a t e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  th e  

s l a v o c r a c y .  L i n c o l n ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  f e a r e d  

a  b l a c k  in s u r r e c t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  th e  p r o l o n g a ­

t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  o r  e v e n  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  m i l i t a r y  

d e f e a t .  H e  b e n t  o v e r  b a c k w a r d s  s o  a s  n o t  to  

o f f e n d  t h e  s l a v o c r a c y ,  a n d  s t e a d f a s t l y  r e f u s e d  

to  a r m  t h e  s l a v e s  a s  h e  d i d  o t h e r  U n i o n  s o l -



d ie r s  u n t i l  l a t e  in  t h e  w a r .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  m a n y  

N o r t h e r n  t r o o p s  f e l t  h i s  a c t i o n s  e n d a n g e r e d  

t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  i m p e d e d  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t ,  a n d  I l ­

l i n o i s  G o v e r n o r  R i c h a r d  Y a te s  e v e n  u r g e d  h im  

in  a  p u b l i c  l e t t e r  t o  le t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  f i g h t  o n  

th e  s id e  o f  t h e  U n io n .

L i n c o l n ’s  w a r  p o l i c y  w a s  c l e a r l y  to  w in  

th e  w a r  w i th o u t  t o u c h i n g  s la v e r y .  H is  g o a l  w a s  

to  r e s t o r e  t h e  o l d  U n i o n ,  a n d  h e  r e f u s e d  to  t a k e  

t h e  h ig h  g r o u n d  b y  e m b a r k i n g  o n  a n  i n s p i r a ­

t i o n a l  c r u s a d e  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y  w h i c h  w o u l d  

h a v e  n o  d o u b t  b u o y e d  t h e  s a g g i n g  s p i r i t s  o f  

t h e  U n i o n  a r m y  b y  g i v i n g  th e m  a  j u s t  c a u s e  

f o r  w h i c h  to  f i g h t .  A s  B e n n e t t  s e e s  i t ,  i n s t e a d  

o f  t a k i n g  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e m p h a s i z e  th e  g o a l  

o f  t h e  w a r  a s  b e i n g  th e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  u n ­

f i n i s h e d  A m e r i c a n  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  

s t a l l e d  b y  s l a v e r y ,  L i n c o ln  c a u t i o u s l y  s o u g h t  

a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t a t u s  q u o .

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  w h e n  

“ t r o u b l e s o m e ”  a n t i - s l a v e r y  g e n e r a l s  f r e e d  

s l a v e s  in  M i s s o u r i ,  G e o r g i a ,  F lo r id a ,  L o u i s i ­

a n a  a n d  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  L i n c o ln  o r d e r e d  t h a t  

th e y  b e  r e - e n s l a v e d .  A n d  w h e n  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  

t h e  w a r  h e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  “ J im  

C r o w ”  g o v e r n m e n t s  in  o c c u p i e d  s ta t e s ,  h e  w a s  

p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  to  d e n y  t h e  b a l l o t  a n d  t h e  

o t h e r  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  lo  A f r i c a n  A m e r i ­

c a n s  j u s t  a s  h e  h a d  d o n e  in  h i s  t e n u r e  a t  th e  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  I l l i n o i s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  m a n y  

h a d  j o i n e d  th e  U n io n  A r m y  ( a l b e i t  s e r v i n g  a t  

le s s  t h a n  t h e  w a g e s  o f  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s ,  B e n n e t t  

a d d s ,  a  p o l i c y  f r o m  w h i c h  L i n c o ln  r e f u s e d  to  

b u d g e ) .

W e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s  a s s e s s e d  L i n c o l n  w i th  

s u c c i n c t  d i r e c t n e s s ,  “ W e  t h i n k  h e  d o e s  n o t  

m e r i t  t h e  n a m e  o f  l i b e r a t o r . ”  B l a c k  a b o l i t i o n ­

i s t  a n d  f o r m e r  s l a v e  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s ,  o f te n  

a s s u m e d  b y  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  b e  L i n c o l n ’s  d e v o t e d  

a d v i s o r  o n  s l a v e r y  i s s u e s ,  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  u n ­

k in d  in  h i s  s c a t h i n g  c r i t i c i s m  o f  L i n c o l n 's  “ i n ­

c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  h i s  p r id e  o f  r a c e  a n d  b lo o d ,  h is  

c o n t e m p t  f o r  N e g r o e s  a n d  h i s  c a n t i n g  h y p o c ­

r is y . . .  In  h i s  in t e r e s t s ,  in  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  in  

h i s  h a b i t s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  in  h i s  p r e j u d i c e s ,  h e  

w a s  a  w h i t e  m a n .  H e  w a s  p r e e m i n e n t l y  th e  

w h i t e  m a n ’s  P r e s id e n t ,  e n t i r e l y  d e v o t e d  to  th e  

w e l f a r e  o f  w h i t e  m e n . ”

B u i l d i n g  o n  D o u g l a s ’ s t a t e m e n t ,  B e n n e t t  

c o n t e n d s  t h a t  L i n c o ln  c o n s t r u c t e d  h i s  w h i t e ­

n e s s  a s  t h e  c e n t e r p i e c e  o f  h i s  b e i n g  a n d  h i s  

p o l i t i c s .  L i n c o l n  w a s  n o  r a c e  t r a i t o r ,  f a r  f r o m  

it. In  B e n n e t t ’s  t h i n k i n g ,  w h i t e  p e o p l e  h a v e  

c h o i c e s  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  r a c e  i s s u e s .  

“ W h e t h e r  a  W h i t e  p e r s o n  b o m  in t o  t h e  g r o u p  

a c c e p t s  t h e  g r o u p  i m p e r a t i v e  o r  r e j e c t s  i t  o r  

p u t s  i t  in  b r a c k e t s ,  h e  o r  s h e  m u s t  t a k e  a  s t a n d  

o n  it ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  w h i t e n e s s  

is  o p p r e s s i n g  n o n - w h i t e n e s s  o r  w h e r e  w h i t e ­

n e s s  is  s t r u g g l i n g  n o n - v i o l e n t l y  a n d  v i o l e n t l y  

to  k e e p  w h i t e  s u p e r i o r  a n d  N o n - w h i t e  s u b o r ­

d i n a t e .  J o h n  B r o w n  a n d  W e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s  r e ­

j e c t e d  t h e  w h i t e  v o w  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  h u ­

m a n  v o w , p r o v in g  a m o n g  o t h e r  th i n g s ,  t h a t  o n e  

d o e s n ’t h a v e  to  b e  w h i t e .  L i n c o ln  w h o  w a s

a l w a y s  t a lk in g ,  e v e n  a s  p r e s id e n t ,  o f  h i s  ‘d u t y ’ 

to  w h i te n e s s ^  a c c e p te d  it . T h e  d i f f e r e n t  c h o i c e s  

B r o w n ,  P h i l l i p s  a n d  L i n c o l n  m a d e  e n a b l e  u s  

t o  s a y  t h a t  w h i t e n e s s  h a s  m a n y  w a y s  o f  b e i n g  

w h i t e ,  a n d  t h a t  t o  c h o o s e  t o  b e  a  w h i t e  m a n  is  

to  c h o o s e  to  b e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  k in d  o f  w h i t e  m a n .”  

W h i l e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  g e n d e r  

a n d  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  to d a y ,  t h e  e t h i ­

c a l  c h o i c e s  r e m a i n  th e  s a m e .

W h a t  k in d  o f  w h i t e  m a n  w a s  L i n c o l n ?  

A s  a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  h e  w a s  o f t e n  t h e  G r e a t  E v a d e r  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  G r e a t  E m a n c i p a to r .  B e n n e t t  

d e s c r i b e s  h im  a s  

a  “ f e n c e  s i t t e r ”  

a n d  a  “ t r i m m e r ”  

w h o ,  w h i l e  h e  

m i g h t  s a y  t h a t  

s l a v e r y  w a s  

w r o n g  in  t h e  a b ­

s t r a c t ,  a l m o s t  a l ­

w a y s  r e p u d i a t e d  

t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  

b y  h i s  a c t i o n s .

E v e n  h i s  o l d  la w  

p a r t n e r  W i l l i a m  H e n d o n  c a l l e d  h im  “ a  w a l k ­

in g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n . ”  B o m  in  a  K e n t u c k y  lo g  

c a b i n  a s  a  p o o r  w h i t e  S o u t h e r n e r ,  L i n c o l n  

p u l l e d  h i m s e l f  u p  b y  h i s  b o o t s t r a p s  a n d  e a r l y  

o n  j o i n e d  t h e  W h i g  P a r ty .  I n  c h o o s i n g  th e  

p a r t y  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  a n d  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  h e  r e ­

p u d i a t e d  n o t  o n l y  p o o r  b l a c k s ,  s l a v e  a n d  f r e e ,  

b u t  t h e  v e r y  c l a s s  o f  p o o r  w h i t e s  f r o m  w h i c h  

h e  h a d  h i m s e l f  

a r i s e n .  H e  

f o u g h t  i n  t h e  

B l a c k  H a w k  

W a r s  w h i c h  

e n d e d  in  f o r c e d  

r e m o v a l ,  m a s ­

s i v e  r e a l l o c a ­

t i o n s  a n d  w a s  

p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  

o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  

g e n o c i d e  t o ­

w a r d  N a t i v e  

A m e r i c a n s .  H e  

f a v o r e d  p u n i ­

t i v e  B l a c k  

L a w s  in  t h e  

“ f r e e ”  s t a t e  o f  

I l l i n o i s  a n d  o p ­

e r a t e d  o n  t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  

t h e  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t ’s  1 8 5 7  

D r e d  S c o t t  D e ­

c i s i o n  w h i c h  

s a id  t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  h a d  n o  le g a l  r i g h t s  t h a t  

w h i t e  p e o p l e  w e r e  b o u n d  to  r e s p e c t .  H e  s u p ­

p o r t e d  c h a t t e l  s l a v e r y  w h e r e  i t  e x i s t e d ,  o p ­

p o s e d  o n l y  t o  i t s  e x t e n s io n ,  a n d  h a d  n o  p r o b ­

le m  w i th  w a g e  s la v e r y .

W h i l e  L i n c o l n  t a l k e d  w i t h  a  f o r k e d  

t o n g u e  a b o u t  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  b y  

th e  p e o p l e  a n d  f o r  th e  p e o p l e ,  l ie  r e s o l u t e l y

s e r v e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  r i c h  w h i t e  m e n - i n d u s -  

t r i a l i s t s  u p  N o r th  a n d  s l a v e h o ld e r s  in  th e  S o u th .  

M a n y  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ’s  w e a l t h i e s t  f a m i l i e s  

w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  K e n tu c k y  

s l a v e h o l d e r s  w i th  w h o m  th e  y o u n g  M r. L i n ­

c o l n  o p p o r t u n i s t i c a l l y  h o p e d  to  c u r r y  f a v o r .  

E v e n  t h e  f a m o u s  L i n c o l n - D o u g l a s  d e b a t e s  

a b o u n d e d  in  r a c i s t  r e m a r k s  a n d  w e r e  n o t  a b o u t  

w h e t h e r  to  a b o l i s h  s la v e r y ,  b u t  m e r e ly  w h e t h e r  

w h i t e  s u p r e m a c y  w o u l d  b e  b e s t  s e r v e d  b y  e x ­

c l u d i n g  s l a v e r y  f r o m  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o r  a l l o w ­

in g  s l a v e o w n e r s  t o  b r in g  t h e i r  s l a v e s  w i th  th e m  

a n y w h e r e  t h e y  

c h o s e .  D u r i n g  

t h e  L i n c o l n -  

D o u g l a s  D e ­

b a t e s ,  w h e n  

D o u g la s  p r o u d ly  

p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  

h e  w a s  a g a i n s t  

i n t e r m a r r i a g e ,  

L i n c o l n  r e p l i e d  

a b o u t  h i m s e l f  

t h a t  i t  w a s  w r o n g  

to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e  w a s  in  f a v o r  o f  “ n i g g e r s  a n d  

w h i t e  p e o p l e  m a r r y i n g  to g e t h e r . ”  L i n c o ln  w a s  

h o r r i f i e d  b y  m i s c e g e n a t i o n .  In  S p r i n g f i e l d  in  

1 8 5 7 ,  h e  r e v e a l i n g l y  s a id ,  “ T h e r e  is  a  n a t u r a l  

d i s g u s t  in  th e  m i n d s  o f  n e a r l y  a l l  w h i t e  p e o p l e ,  

t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  a n  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  a m a l g a m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  w h i t e  a n d  b l a c k  r a c e s . ”  N o t  s u r p r i s ­

in g ly ,  h i s  u l t i m a t e  p l a n  f o r  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  tw o

r a c e s  w a s  d e ­

p o r t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  b l a c k  

r a c e .

I n

f a c t ,  o n  t h e  

i s s u e  o f  r a c e  

L i n c o l n  

c o u l d  b e  

a m a z i n g l y  

c a l l o u s .  

'  S p e a k i n g  in  

W o r c e s t e r ,  

M a s s a c h u ­

s e t t s  in  S e p ­

t e m b e r  o f  

1 8 4 8 ,  h e

m a d e  a  

s h o c k i n g  im ­

p r o m p t u  r e f ­

e r e n c e  t o  

m a r ty r e d  I l l i ­

n o i s  a b o l i ­

t i o n i s t  E l i j a h  

L o v e  j o y ,  

s a y in g  to  h is  N e w  E n g l a n d  a u d i e n c e ,  " I  h a v e  

h e a r d  y o u  h a v e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  h e r e .  W e  h a v e  a  

f e w  in  I l l i n o i s  a n d  w e  s h o t  o n e  t h e  o t h e r  d a y .”  

B a c k  a t  th e  t i m e  o f  L o v e j o y ’s  m u r d e r  in  A l to n ,  

I l l i n o i s ,  L i n c o ln  h a d  s a id  n o t h i n g  to  c o n d e m n  

t h e  c r i m e .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l y  n o t e d ,  

“ In  l i g h t  o f  th e  S o u th e r n  o r ig i n  o f  m o s t  o f  th e m ,  

t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  o n  a b o l i t i o n



w a s  a  n a t u r a l  [ i t a l i c s  m i n e ]  o n e . ”  L a t e r  in  

1 8 5 8 ,  h e  s p o k e  g l o w i n g l y  in  A l to n  in  f a v o r  o f  

h is  l i f e l o n g  d r e a m  f o r  t h e  n e w  W e s t e r n  t e r r i ­

t o r i e s  in  w h i c h  t h e y  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a  w h i t e  

U t o p i a  d e v o i d  o f  b l a c k  p e o p l e .  I t  w a s  th i s  r a c ­

i s t  u t o p i a  t h a t ,  a s  B e n n e t t  p o in t s  o u t ,  L i n c o ln  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  “ th e  l a s t ,  b e s t  

h o p e  o f  t h e  w o r l d . ”  E s s e n t i a l l y  L i n c o ln  b e ­

l i e v e d  t h a t  w h i t e  f r e e d o m  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b l a c k  

b o n d a g e .  A s  h e  o n c e  s a id ,  “ W e  c o u l d  n e v e r  

g e t  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  u n l e s s  w e  p e r m i t t e d  th e m  

to  r e m a i n  in  s l a v e r y ”  [ i t a l i c s  m i n e ] .

N o w ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  

s a y  t h a t  L i n c o l n  l i e d  a n d  p r e t e n d e d  to  b e  a  r a c ­

i s t  j u s t  t o  g e t  e l e c t e d ,  b u t  s u c h  a n  a p o l o g i s t  

s t a n c e  is  e v e n  m o r e  i n c r i m i n a t i n g  t h a n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  a c c u s a t i o n  in  t h a t  it i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  th e  

c r u d e s t  d e m a g o g u e r y .  I n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  L i n ­

c o l n ,  t h e  C h i c a g o  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  U .S .  S e n ­

a t e  w h o  d e f e a t e d  L i n c o l n ’s  S e n a t e  c a n d i d a c y  

in  1 8 5 5 ,  L y m a n  T r u m b u l l ,  c o u r a g e o u s l y  t r a v ­

e l e d  t h e  c i r c u i t  in  S o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  d e l i v e r i n g  

u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  t a lk s  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y  o f t e n  a t  

th e  r i s k  o f  p e r s o n a l  v io l e n c e .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  

w o n  th e  e l e c t i o n  is  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  in  r e a l i t y  L i n ­

c o l n  w a s  m o r e  b a c k w a r d  t h a n  h i s  f e l l o w  

I l l i n o i s i a n s  in  h i s  t h i n k i n g  o n  r a c i a l  m a t t e r s .

M u c h  to  t h e  d i s m a y  o f  t h e  S p r in g f i e ld -  

b a s e d  L i n c o ln  in d u s t r y ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  s c h o l a r s  

t o  t o u r i s m  b o o s t e r s ,  L i n c o ln  w a s  a  d i s g r a c e  

u n t i l  t h e  v e r y  e n d  o f  h i s  l i f e .  A s  B e n n e t t  s o  

a b l y  d o c u m e n t s ,  t h e r e  is  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  L i n ­

c o l n  c h a n g e d  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  m o v i n g  in  th e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a th .  

I n  f a c t ,  o n  t h e  l a s t  f u l l  d a y  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  h e  d e ­

f e n d e d  t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d  “ J im  C r o w ”  L o u i s i ­

a n a  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  a  c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g .  In  c o m ­

p a r i s o n ,  R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  l i k e  T h a d d e u s  

S t e v e n s ,  p r o p o s e d  a  p o l i c y  o f  “ 4 0  a c r e s  a n d  a  

m u l e . ”  W h i l e  S t e v e n s  is  o f t e n  v i l i f i e d  f o r  d e ­

m a n d i n g  t h e  m e t i n g  o u t  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  

S o u th e r n  w a r  c r i m e s ,  h e  h a d  n o  m a l i c e  t o w a r d  

p o o r  S o u th e r n  w h i t e s .  H e  o n ly  f o c u s e d  h is  

w r a t h  o n  t h e  m i n o r i t y  o f  s l a v e - o w n i n g  a r i s t o ­

c r a t s .  A s  h e  s a w  it ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m  m u s t  

b e  d e s t r o y e d  a n d  la n d  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  a l l  

u n d e r t a k e n ,  n o t  a s  c h a r i t y  b u t  a s  j u s t i c e .

I n  h i s  i m m o r t a l  a n d  p r o p h e t i c  w o r d s ,  

S t e v e n s  s a id ,  “ T o  f r e e  b l a c k s  w i t h o u t  l a n d ,  to  

t r u s t  th e m  to  th e  t e n d e r  m e r c i e s  o f  t h e i r  f o r m e r  

m a s t e r s  a n d  to  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  s t a t e  l e g i s l a ­

t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  t h e m  a n y  v o i c e  i n  m a k ­

in g  t h e  l a w s ,  is  s im p l y  to  t u r n  t h e m  o v e r  to  th e  

t o r t u r e  o f  t h e i r  e n e m i e s .  T o  tu r n  th e m  lo o s e  

u n a i d e d  a n d  u n p r o t e c t e d  is  w h o le s a l e  m u r d e r .”  

In  a  s i m i l a r  v e i n ,  S t e v e n s ’ a b o l i t i o n i s t  c o u n ­

t e r p a r t ,  W e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s ,  p u t  t h e  b e t r a y a l  e n ­

g e n d e r e d  b y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  “ J i m  C r o w ”  la w s  

in to  p e r s o n a l  te r m s ,  “ T h a t  m a n  m a d e  th e  S o u th  

a  p a r a d i s e ,  a n d  w h e n  i t  w a s  d o n e ,  h e  s h o u l ­

d e r e d  h i s  m u s k e t  w i th  u s  a n d  s a v e d  i t  t o  th e  

n a t io n .  L o o k  a t  h im !  T h e  g r a t i t u d e  o f  r e p u b ­

l ic s !  D i s e n f r a n c h i s e d ,  n a k e d ,  h o m e l e s s ,  p o o r ,  

w e  g i v e  h im  b a c k  to  t h e  w h i t e  m a n  w h o  h a t e s  

h im ,  to  d i c t a t e  t h e  t e r m s  o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e ! . . .

T h e  N e g r o  h a s  e a r n e d  la n d ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  r i g h t s .  

B e f o r e  w e  l e a v e  h im  w e  o u g h t  to  l e a v e  h im  

o n  h i s  o w n  s o i l ,  in  h i s  o w n  h o u s e ,  w i t h  th e  

r i g h t  to  th e  b a l lo t ,  a n d  th e  s c h o o l - h o u s e  w i th i n  

r e a c h . ”

U n l i k e  L i n c o l n ’s  d e f e n s e  o f  S o u t h e r n  

a p a r t h e i d ,  C h a r l e s  S u m n e r  p r o p o s e d  a  p o s t ­

w a r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b a n n e d  

s e g r e g a t i o n  in  s c h o o l s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  c e m e te r i e s ]  

p u b l i c  c o n v e y a n c e s  a n d  p l a c e s  o f  p u b l i c  a c ­

c o m m o d a t i o n .  I n s t e a d  o f  S u m n e r ’s  v i s i o n a r y  

p l a n ,  w e  g o t  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p l a n s  o f  L i n c o l n  a n d  A n d r e w  J o h n s o n .  B e ­

y o n d  t h e  s a n c t i o n i n g  o f  “ J i m  C r o w ,”  in  1 8 6 2 , 

L i n c o l n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  u n o f f i c i a l  b l a c k  e m i ­

g r a t i o n  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n ­

t e r i o r  t h a t  w o u l d  f a c i l i t a t e  h i s  r a c i s t  d r e a m  o f  

A m e r i c a  a s  a  W h i t e  E d e n  th r o u g h  th e  b a n i s h ­

m e n t  o f  b l a c k  p e o p l e  a n d  I n d i a n s .  A n y  h u ­

m a n i s m  h e  h a d  w a s  t w i s t e d  b y  w h i t e  s u ­

p r e m a c y  in t o  w h a t  B e n n e t t  t e r m s  a  d e e p l y  

f l a w e d  “ r a c i s t  h u m a n i s m .”

W h i l e  L i n c o ln  h a s  g o n e  d o w n  in  h i s to r y  

a s  G o d ’s  g i f t  to  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s ,  t h e  t r u e  

w h i t e  a l l i e s  o f  th e  f o r m e r  s l a v e s  w e r e  th o s e  

w h o  B e n n e t t  r e f e r s  t o  a s  th e  “ r a d i c a l  h u m a n i ­

t a r i a n s , ”  s u c h  a s  B r o w n ,  S t e v e n s ,  P h i l l i p s  a n d  

S u m n e r ,  w h o s e  h u m a n i s m  w a s  n o t  p o i s o n e d  

b y  t h e i r  r a c i s m .  T y p ic a l ly ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  

s e e n  a s  a n t i - r a c i s t  h e r o e s  w o r t h y  o f  o u r  e m u ­

l a t i o n  a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  c o u r a g e  o f  

t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  th e  l a t t e r  a r e  r e c o r d e d  in  h i s ­

to r y  a s  h u m o r l e s s  i d e o l o g u e s  a n d  z e a lo t s .  B u t  

w h a t  i f  w e  t u r n e d  c o n s e n s u s  h i s t o r y  u p s i d e  

d o w n  a n d  l o o k e d  a t  i t  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m - u p ?  In  

r e s p o n s e  t o  L i n c o l n ’s  f a v o r e d  d e p o r t a t i o n  

s c h e m e ,  b l a c k  s p o k e s p e o p l e  r e p e a t e d l y  

c l a i m e d  a s  m u c h  o f  a  r i g h t  a s  A b r a h a m  L i n ­

c o l n  t o  d e c i d e  t o  l i v e  i n  A m e r i c a .  A n d  i f  t h e y  

w e r e  i l l i t e r a t e  o r  th e i r  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s  w e r e  m i n i ­

m a l ,  j u s t  l o o k  a t  L i n c o l n ’s  o w n  p a r e n t s  w h o s e  

w h i t e  s k in  p r i v i l e g e  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e m  c i t i z e n ­

s h ip  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  p o o r  a n d  u n s c h o o l e d .  

S o m e  w a g s  in  t h e  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u ­

n i t y  e v e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  e a s i e s t  w a y  to  

s o l v e  t h e  p r e d i c a m e n t  o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  in  th e  

U .S .  w o u l d  b e  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m -  

w h i t e  p e o p l e .

B u t .  y o u  m i g h t  a s k ,  w h a t  a b o u t  L i n c o l n ’s 

c r o w n i n g  g lo r y ,  t h e  G e t t y s b u r g  A d d r e s s ?  T h e  

d e m o c r a c y  o f  w h ic h  h e  s p o k e  a t  G e t t y s b u r g  

t h a t  w a s  s u p p o s e d l y  c o n c e i v e d  b y  L i n c o l n ’s 

f o r e f a t h e r s  w h e n  th e y  f r a m e d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

w a s  i n  r e a l i t y  c h o k e d  in  t h e  w o m b  b y  w h i t e  

s u p r e m a c y .  B u t  d i d n ’t L i n c o l n  s a y  t h a t  “ a  

h o u s e  d iv i d e d  a g a i n s t  i t s e l f  c a n n o t  s t a n d ” ?  I n  

f a c t  w h a t  L i n c o l n  e n v i s i o n e d  h e r e ,  a f t e r  a  

U n i o n  v i c t o r y  in  t h e  w a r ,  w a s  a n  a l l - w h i t e  n a ­

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o r m e r  s l a v e s  d e p o r t e d  s o  t h a t  

t h e  w h i t e  b r o t h e r h o o d  c o u l d  o n c e  a g a in  l i v e  

in  h a r m o n y .  A s  W e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s  p u t  i t ,  “ M r. 

L i n c o l n  i s  a n t i - s l a v e r y .  H e  d o e s n ’t b e l i e v e  in  

a  n a t i o n  h a l f - s l a v e  a n d  h a l f - f r e e .  B u t  h e  i s  a  

c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t ,  a n d  h e  d o e s n ’t b e l i e v e  i n  a  

n a t i o n  h a l f  b l a c k  a n d  h a l f  w h i t e .  H e n c e  p r e j u ­

d i c e  m a k e s  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d o  j u s t i c e  to  th e  

N e g r o . ”  T h e  c h a n c e s  f o r  d e m o c r a c y  in  

A m e r i c a  w e r e  s e r i o u s l y  j e o p a r d i z e d  lo n g  a g o  

b y  t h e  f a t a l  c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  s l a v e r y  a n d  

f r e e d o m  t h a t  l e g a l l y  m a d e  e a c h  e n s l a v e d  A f ­

r i c a n  3 /5  o f  a  h u m a n  b e i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  a t t a i n i n g  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  h a s  b e e n  n e g a t e d  

e v e n  f u r t h e r  b y  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  d e n i a l  o f  a n d  

r e f u s a l  t o  a d d r e s s  i s s u e s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  

r a c i s m  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  L i n c o ln  

a n d  h i s  i l k  w h o  h a v e  a l w a y s  l i m i t e d  t h e i r  a c ­

t i o n s  t o  a p o l o g i e s  a n d  p la t i t u d e s .

P e r h a p s  n o w ,  w i t h  s u c h  h i n d s i g h t  a s  

B e n n e t t  o f f e r s  u s ,  w e  a s  a  d i v e r s e  p e o p l e  c a n  

e m b r a c e ,  n o t  L i n c o ln ,  b u t  th o s e  b r a v e  i n d i v id u ­

a l s  a n d  i n s p i r i n g  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  o f  

w h i c h  w e  c a n  t r u l y  b e  p r o u d .  L e t ’s p u s h  th e  

p o s e u r s  o f f  t h e i r  p e d e s t a l s .  T h i s  is  n o  t i m e  f o r  

i l l u s io n s .

P o p u l a r  

E d u c a t i o n  

f o r  a

F r e e  S o c i e t y

T i r e  I n s t i t u t e  to r  

S o c i a l  E c o lo g y 's  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  

d r a w in g  f r o m  t h e  

b e s t  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

a n d  r e v o l u t io n a r y  

' t r a d i t i o n s ,  p r o v id e  

a n  in t e r d i s c i p l in a r y  

f r a m e w o r k  t o  g u id e  r a d i c a l  s o c ia l  c h a n g e .  

T h e  IS E  h a s  y e a r - r o u n d  s tu d y  o p t i o n s ,  

f r o m  a  B .A . d e g r e e  i n  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  

B u r l i n g t o n  C o l l e g e  t o  i n t e n s iv e  s u m m e r  

p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e .  C o n t a c t  u s  

f o r  a  c a t a lo g  o r  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i te .

I n s t i t u t e  f o r  

S o c i a l  E c o l o g y
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I T  A I N ' T  A  B E E R  B E L L Y .  I T ' S  A  

F U E L  T A N K  F O R  R E V O L U T I O N A R Y  S E X - M A C H I N E

H O W A R D  Z IN N

H eroes and  M artyrs 2 CD se t

H oward Zinn takes us back a  cen tury  to  a newly indus­

trialized America, th e  tim e  o f  robber ba rons & tycoons, 

o f  d ram atic  and  o ften  violent labor strugg les  like 

H aym arket & H om estead. His focus is on  th e  organizers 

and a g itators in th e  w orker and im m igran t com m uni­

ties: Nicola Sacco and B artolom eo V anzetti, anarchists 

w h o se  arrest, conviction and  execution on tru m p e d -u p  

m urder charges produced sto rm s o f  p ro tes t a round  th e  

w orld; and Emma G oldm an, fem inist, anarchist, p ropa­

gandist extraord inaire  for free  love and  against cap ita l­

ist exp loitation, for direc t action and again st op p res­

sion.

N O A M  C H O M S K Y

Propaganda and Control o f  th e  Public Mind 2 CD se t

W hat do C hum baw am ba, Bad Religion, Rage Against 

th e  M achine and P ro p a g an d a  all have  in com m on? 

They've all fea tured  Noam Chomsky's w ork on  their 

album s. W ord.

Chom sky is o n e  of th e  g rea t resistance figures o f  this 

era. In this , pe rhaps his m ost cogen t lecture  to  da te , he 

provides an introduction  to  and  syn thesis o f  his key 

th ink ing  on  th e  m edia, propaganda  and its' pivotal role 

in th e  relentless class s trugg le  being w aged  daily. 

D ouble CD m ayhem  from th e  m ac daddy  of daddy 

m acs.

H O W A R D  Z IN N

Stories Hollywood Never Tells CD

W hat so r t o f view  of ou r history do w e g e t from 

Hollywood m ovies? W hy are  so m e  sto ries told and  o th ­

e rs no t?  In th is  informal talk  given a t th e  Taos film fes­

tival, Zinn tu rn s  his a tten tion  to  Hollywood, th e  stories 

it te lls and th e  on e s it doesn 't. He tells o f  th e  sto ries o f  

w ars from  th e  po in t o f  view  o f  disillusioned deserters, 

o f  th e  differences b e tw een  'All Q uiet on  th e  W estern 

Front” and  "Saving Private Ryan" o f  railroad strikes and 

th e  Haym arket Affair, Eugene Debs and  th e  real story of 

Helen Keller, socialist and  an ti-w ar agitator. A spell 

b ind ing  a n d  provoca tive  ta lk  by A m erica's m o st 

beloved historian.

N O A M  C H O M S K Y

Case S tudies in Hypocrisy: U.S. Foreign Policy 2 Cd set

The U.S. p rides itself as th e  de fender o f  dem ocracy and 

beacon o f  hum an rights, and  U.S. foreign policy finds 

justification in p rom oting  th e  universal va lues o f  free­

dom  and equality . Noam Chom sky show s u s  how  to  

peek behind th e  cu rta in  to  see  w h at is really a t work 

behind th e  hum an righ ts rhetoric. And h e  separates 

cleanly th e  real m otives o f  th e  ongoing  assault o n  Iraq 

from  various high-m inded  explanations offered by 

politicians and  th e  corporate m edia.

Noam Chom sky's ability to  illum inate  politics clearly 

and  sim ply coupled w ith  his honesty, hum or and 

encyclopedic know ledge have m a d e  him  th e  leading 

com m en tato r on politics in our tim e.
Rock hard. Ride free. This is a work-place democracy.
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W A R N I N G :  t h i s  b o o k  w i l l  n o t  s a v e  y o u r  l i f e !

" T h e r e  is  a  r e f r e s h in g  q u a l i ty  to  
a  b o o k  t h a t  o f f e r s  t h e  s a m e  
a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  b o t h  
t h e  s e r i o u s  r e a d e r  a n d  c a s u a l  
b r o w s e r —i t  is  t h e  ty p e  o f  b o o k  
y o u ’d  t h u m b  t h r o u g h  i n  t h e  
s to r e  a n d  a c tu a lly  d e c id e  t o  b u y  
( o r  s te a l)  . . . L e ss  a  n o v e l  t h a n  
a n  e x p l o d e d  m a n i f e s t o ,  Days o f  
War, N ights o f  Love m i g h t  b e  j u s t  
w h a t  w e  n e e d  . . . t h e  b o o k ’s 
v e h e m e n t  i n s i s te n c e  t h a t  l iv in g  
is  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  a r t  
c a r r i e s  th e  a r g u m e n t  b e y o n d  th e  
ty p ic a l  d e b a t e .  . . T o p ic s  r a n g e  
f r o m  a n a rc h y  to  h ie r a r c h y ,  w o rk  
to  sex , a l i e n a t i o n  to  l i b e r a t i o n  
a n d  te c h n o lo g y ,  b u t  e v e ry  p a g e  
b u r n s  w ith  a p a s s io n  f o r  a  f r e e r  
l i f e .  . . T o w a rd s  t h e  e n d  o f  th e  
j o u r n e y  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
t e s t im o n i a l s  a b o u t  n o t  w o r k in g  
a n d  t h e  c l o s i n g  a r t  p i e c e s  
b e c o m e  a n  a r ia *  o f  v o ic e s  u r g in g  
y o u  to  c lo s e  t h e  b o o k  a n d  live. 
G l o r i o u s  e v e n  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
c y n ic a l  r e a d e r ,  w h a t  m o r e  c a n  
w e a s k  f r o m  a b o o k ? ”
- C l a m o r  M a g a z in e  # 6  ( d e c / ja n )

D a y s  o f  W a r ,

N i g h t s  o f  L o v e :
C n m e t h i n k  f o r  B e g i n n e r s
$ 8 p p d  ( o r  a d d  $ 3  f o r  p r io r i ty  m a i l )  
T h is  e l a b o r a t e l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  2 9 2  p a g e  
b o o k  c a n n o t  b e  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  
in  a  s h o r t  a d v e r t i s i n g  b l u r b  t r y i n g  
t o  c o n v i n c e  y o u  t o  b u y  i t .  I f  y o u  
n e e d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  t o  
c r i m e t h i n c . c o m / d a y s

H a r b i n g e r . 3
F r e e  ( d o n a t io n s  o f  s t a m p s  a n d / o r  c a s h  

a r e  a p p r e c i a t e d  i f  y o u  a r e  a b l e )  
1 6  o v e r s i z e  p a g e s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
p r o p a g a n d a ,  y o u r  t i c k e t  t o  a  w o r ld  

f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .

S e n d  c a s h  t o :
C r i m e t h l n c .  F a r  E a s t  C e l l  
P O  B o x  1 9 6 3  
O l y m p i a  W A  9 8 5 0 7 - 1 9 6 3

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  o b t a i n i n g  t h e s e  i t e m s  
in  q u a n t i t y ,  o r  j o y f u l l y  l i v e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U $ A , 
p l e a s e  g e t  in  t o u c h ,  i n f o @ c r i m e t h i n c . c o m

* i. A s o lo  v o c a l p ie c e  w ith  i n s t r u m e n ta l  a c c o m p a n im e n t ,  as in  an o p e r a .  2. An a i r ;  a m e lo d y .



A  P a i r  o f  T i t s ,  T h e  B i g  N u r s e  

a n d  t h e  B a l a n c e  o f  P o w e r

T h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  W o m e n  i n  O n e  F l e w  O v e r  T h e  C u c k o o ' s  N e s t

b y  J a n e  G r a h a m

I  w a s  w o r k i n g  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  a n d  

w a n te d  s o m e  r e a d i n g  m a t t e r  t o  t a k e  w i th  m e ,  

a n d  a s  I ’d  r u n  o u t  o f  b o o k s  o f  m y  o w n  to  r e a d ,  

I b e g a n  lo o k i n g  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  p e o p l e ’s  c o l l e c ­

t i o n s  f o r  o n e s  to  b o r r o w .  N o t i c i n g  a n  o ld  p a p e r ­

b a c k  c o p y  o f  K e n  K c s e y ’s O n e  F l e w  O v e r  T h e  

C u c k o o  s  N e s t ,  I t h o u g h t  to  m y s e l f ,  n o w  h e r e ’s 

a  b o o k  t h a t  I o u g h t  to  r e a d .  A  b o o k  r e g a r d e d  a s  

a  m o d e m  c l a s s i c ,  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  

a  h ig h  o p in i o n  o f .  A n d  I c o u l d n ’t  e v e n  r e c a l l  

h a v i n g  s e e n  th e  m o v i e  a l l  t h e  w a y  th r o u g h .

S o  t h a t ’s  w h a t  1 to o k  to  r e a d .  O n  a  10 - d a y  

d a n c in g  c o n t r a c t  in  d e e p e s t  G e r m a n y .  O n  th e s e  

c o n t r a c t s ,  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  a n d  f r o m  in t e l l ig e n t  

c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  d a n c in g  f o r  7 +  h o u r s  e v e r y  n ig h t ,  

g r o u p  a c c o m m o d a t io n  p r o v id e d ,  I r e a d  in s a t i a ­

b ly ,  l i k e  I ’m  p o p p in g  v i t a m i n s ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  th e  

o n ly  t h i n g  t h a t  k e e p s  m e  s a n e ,  t h a t  m a k e s  m e  

f e e l  l ik e  I ’m  s t i l l  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  t h i n k in g  b e ­

in g  a n d  n o t  a n  a u t o m a t e d  d o l l .

S o  th e r e  I w a s ,  s h o r t ly  b e f o r e  m y  2 7 ,h b i r t h ­

d a y  a n d  in  th e  m i n d s e t  o f  a  s t r i p p e r  a n d  d r in k s  

h o s t e s s  g i r l ,  r e a d i n g  a  n o v e l  w h ic h  I i m a g in e  is  

n o w  a  s e t  t e x t  f o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  e x a m  p a p e r s .  A n d  

m a y b e  i f  I ’d  r e a d  it  a s  a  f e i s t y  a d o l e s c e n t ,  a n ­

g r y  a t  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  a t  th e  s y s t e m ,  I w o u ld  h a v e  

a p p l a u d e d  i t s  s e n t i m e n t s  w i t h o u t  a  h in t  o f  c r i t i ­

c i s m .  I w o u ld  h a v e  c r i e d  to  m y s e l f ,  y e s ,  t h a t ’s 

h o w  it is ,  t h e  C o m b i n e ,  th e  s y s t e m ,  l a b e l l i n g  u s  

in to  s a n e  a n d  in s a n e ,  c r u s h in g  o u r  s e l f  e x p r e s ­

s io n ,  m a k in g  u s  a l l  in to  s c a r e d  l i t t l e  r a b b i t s .  B u t  

I w a s n ’t  r e a d i n g  it w i th  a  h e a d  fu l l  o f  y o u th f u l  

a n g s t  -  r a t h e r  o n e  d o s e d  w i th  w o r k in g  c y n i c i s m  

-  a n d  m u c h  a g a in s t  w h a t  I w a n te d  to  f e e l  -  I 

w a n t e d  to  a g r e e  w i th  it a l l  - I w a s n ' t  to o  s u r e  i f  

I l i k e d  w h a t  K e s e y  w a s  t r y i n g  to  s a y . B e n e a th  

a l l th a t  s w i n g in g  s ix t i e s ,  l i b e r ta r i a n  v ib e ,  th e r e  

w a s  a n  u n d e r c u r r e n t  

w h i c h  d i s t u r b e d  

m e .  I a c t u a l l y  

f o u n d  

m y -



s e l f  r e l a t i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  w i th  th e  a r c h  e n ­

e m y  o f  th e  ta le ,  th e  c o g  in  th e  w h e e l  o f  th e  C o m ­

b in e ,  t h e  B ig  N u r s e .

I h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  a n  a n t i - a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  

d i s o b e d i e n t  k in d  o f  g a l .  B u t  I w a s  r e a d i n g  th i s  

b o o k  a f t e r  n ig h t s  o f  t r o u b l e s o m e  m e n  a n d  c o n ­

s t a n t  s e x u a l  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n .  I h a d  b e e n ,  I c o u l d  

s e e ,  e m p lo y in g  s t r a t e g i e s  s i m i l a r  to  th o s e  o f  th e  

B ig  N u r s e  t o  d e f e n d  m y s e l f  a g a in s t  th e  p s y c h o ­

lo g ic a l ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  p h y s i c a l ,  a s s a u l t s  o f  

th e  m e n .  W i th o u t  c o n f l i c t ,  I h a d  b e e n  t r y i n g  to  

r i s e  a b o v e  th i s  k in d  o f  m i ld  h a r a s s m e n t ,  i n  th e  

f o r m  o f  w o r d s  a n d  b o d y  la n g u a g e ,  w i th  a  q u ie t  

d i g n i t y .

W o m e n ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  h a v e  

b e e n  e m p l o y ­

i n g  a n d  p e r ­

f e c t i n g  t h e s e  

s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  

c e n tu r i e s  u s in g  

p a t i e n c e  a n d  

c o n d e s c e n s io n ,  

n o t  t o  m e n t io n  

th o s e  l o o k s ,  a s  

th e i r  to o l s , .  T h e  

f in e  a r t  o f  c u t ­

t i n g  m e n  d o w n  

w i t h o u t  l o s in g  

f a c e .  B r e a k i n g  

t h e i r  b a l l s ,  a s  

M c M u r p h y  in  

K e s e y ’s  n o v e l  

s u c c i n c t l y  p u t s  

it.

H e r e  in  th e  s t r i p  c l u b  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  th e  r e ­

l a t i o n s h ip s  b e t w e e n  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a r e  p o l a r ­

iz e d ,  c o n d e n s e d  to  b a r e  e s s e n t i a l s  a n d  s t e r e o ­

t y p e d ,  a l m o s t  s y m b o l i c  b e h a v i o u r .  In  h e r e ,  

t h e r e ’s n o  m e s s in g  a b o u t ,  n o  p r e t e n d i n g  th a t  

w h a t ’s  o n  th e  a g e n d a  h a s  n o th i n g  to  d o  w i th  

s e x ,  o r  i n d e e d  m o n e y .  T h i s  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  to  

s tu d y  th o s e  s t r a t e g i e s  e i t h e r  g e n d e r  u s e  a g a in s t  

e a c h  o th e r ,  e v e n  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  is  e m p l o y e d  in  

a n  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  e x t r e m e  w a y .

1 h a v e  a  f r i e n d  w h o  w o r k s  w i th  h o m e le s s  

p e o p le ,  t l r u g  a d d ic t s ,  s t r e e t  p e o p le ,  t h e  m o s t  d e s ­

p e r a t e  p r o s t i t u te s .  S h e  r e a l l y  h a s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  

h o w  s h e  d r e s s e s  f o r  a  s h i f t .  F o r  h e r  o w n  p r o t e c ­

t i o n ,  s h e  h a s  to  c l e a r ly  d e f i n e  h e r  r o le  in  th e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  a  r o l e  o f  a u th o r i t y ;  d e s p i t e  a  

w a r m ,  f r ie n d ly ,  e g a l i t a r i a n  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  s h e  h a s  

t o  a p p e a r  d i s t a n t  a n d  n o n - s e x u a l .  S h e  s le e p s  in  

th e  s a m e  p l a c e  a s  e v e r y o n e  e l s e ,  t h o u g h  w i t h  a  

l o c k e d  d o o r  to  h e r  r o o m ,  a n d  s h e  m u s t  m a k e  i t  

c l e a r  t o  p o t e n t i a l  c l i e n t s  s h e  i s n ’t  d o i n g  b u s i ­

n e s s  h e r s e l f .  S h e  h a s  t o  m a k e  a  c l e a r  d i f f e r e n ­

t i a t i o n .

O n e  F l e w  O v e r  T h e  C u c k o o  s  N e s t  d e ­

s c r ib e s  th e  m a le  i n m a te s  o f  a  m e n ta l  in s t i tu t i o n  

r u le d  o v e r  b y  a  M is s  R a t c h e d ,  o th e r w i s e  k n o w n  

a s  t h e  B ig  N u r s e ,  w h o  t h o u g h  a t  f i r s t  s ig h t  s u g ­

g e s t s  a  k in d  o f  m a t r o n ly ,  m o t h e r ly  lo v e ,  is  a c ­

tu a l ly  th e  a u t h o r i t y  f ig u r e  w h o  k e e p s  t h e m  a l l  

in  t h e i r  p la c e .

W h e n  th e  B ig  N u r s e  is  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d ,  it 

i s  w i t h  a  p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n :  H e r  f a c e  i s  

s m o o th ,  c a l c u l a t e d ,  a n d  p r e c i s io n - m a d e ,  l ik e  a n  

e x p e n s i v e  b a b y  d o l l ,  s k in  l i k e  f l e s h - c o l o u r e d  

e n a m e l ,  b l e n d  o f  w h i te  a n d  c r e a m  a n d  b a b y  b lu e  

e y e s ,  s m a l l  n o s e ,  p i n k  l i t t l e  n o s t r i l s - e v e r y t h i n g  

w o r k in g  t o g e t h e r  e x c e p t  t h e  c o l o u r  o n  h e r  l i p s  

a n d  f i n g e r n a i l s ,  a n d  th e  s i z e  o f  h e r  b o s o m . A 

m i s t a k e  w a s  m a d e  s o m e h o w  in  m a n u f a c tu r i n g ,  

p u t t i n g  t h o s e  b ig ,  w o m a n l y  b r e a s t s  o n  w h a t  

w o u ld  o f  o t h e r w i s e  b e e n  a  p e r f e c t  w o rk ,  a n d  

y o u  c a n  s e e  h o w  b i t t e r  s h e  is  a b o u t  it.

T h e  B i g  N u r s e ’s t i t s  a r e  m e n t io n e d  a  lo t .

T h e y ,  a n d  th e  c o l o u r  

o f  h e r  l i p s ,  a r e  in t e ­

g r a l  to  t h e  c r e a t io n  

o f  h e r  c h a r a c t e r .  

W h y  d id  K e s e y  g iv e  

h e r  t h o s e  b i g  t i t s ?  

O n e  w o u l d  a s s u m e  

f r o m  th i s  e x c e r p t  to  

g iv e  h e r  a n  a n o m a ly ,  

s o m e t h in g  e v e r y o n e  

e l s e  ( w h y !  I t ’s  o n ly  n a tu r a l )  w o u ld  lo v e ,  b u t  s h e  

h a s  s p e n t  a  l i f e t i m e  t r y i n g  to  ig n o r e .

A s  f o r  M c M u ip h y ;  T h is  g u y  is  r e d h e a d e d  

w ith  l o n g  r e d  s i d e b u r n s  a n d  a  t a n g l e  o f  c u r l s  

o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  h i s  c a p ,  b e e n  n e e d i n g  c u t  a  l o n g  

tim e , a n d  h e 's  b r o a d  a s  P a p a  w a s  ta l l ,  b r o a d  

a c r o s s  th e  j a w  a n d  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  c h e s t ,  a  b r o a d  

w h i te  d e v i l i s h  g r in ,  a n d  h e ’s  h a r d  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  

w a y  f r o m  P a p a  k in d  o f  th e  w a y  a  b a s e b a l l  is  

h a r d  u n d e r  t h e  s c u f f e d  l e a th e r .  A  s e a m  r u n s  

a c r o s s  h is  n o s e  a n d  o n e  c h e e k b o n e  w h e r e  s o m e ­

b o d y  l a i d  h im  a  g o o d  o n e  in  a  f i g h t ,  a n d  th e  

s t i t c h e s  a r e  s t i l l  in  th e  s e a m .  H e  s t a n d s  t h e r e  

w a i t in g ,  a n d  w h e n  n o b o d y  m a k e s  a  m o v e  to  s a y  

a n y t h i n g  to  h im  h e  c o m m e n c e s  t o  l a u g h .  N o ­

b o d y  c a n  t e l l  e x a c t ly  w h y  h e  l a u g h s ;  t h e r e 's  

n o t h i n g  f u n n y  g o i n g  o n . B u t  i t ’s  n o t  th e  w a y  t h a t  

P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n  l a u g h s ,  i t ’s  f r e e  a n d  lo u d  a n d  i t  

c o m e s  o u t  o f  h i s  w id e  g r i n n i n g  m o u t h  a n d  

s p r e a d s  in  r i n g s  b i g g e r  a n d  b i g g e r  t i l l  i t ’s  l a p ­

p i n g  a g a i n s t  th e  w a l l s  o v e r  th e  w a rd .  N o t  l ik e  

t h a t  f a t  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n  l a u g h .  T h is  s o u n d s  r e a l .  

I  r e a l i z e  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  i t ’s  t h e  f i r s t  l a u g h  I ’v e  

h e a r d  in  y e a r s .

A  lo t  is  b e in g  s a id  h e r e .  F i r s t ly ,  M c M u r p h y  

is  n o t  l ik e  t h e  o th e r  in m a te s  -  t h e y  a r e  c o w e d ,  

n e r v o u s ,  u n s u r e  o f  h o w  to  a c t  t o w a r d  w o m e n ,  

d e f e a t e d  a n d  a f r a i d  to  l e a v e  th e  f a m i l i a r  c o n ­

f in e s  o f  th e  w a r d .  H e , h o w e v e r ,  is  b ig ,  s t r o n g ,  

r e a d y  a n d  e v e n  w a n t i n g  to  f ig h t ,  a  g a m b l in g  

m a n  w i th  a  v o r a c i o u s  s e x u a l  a p p e t i t e .  H e  r e ­

m i n d s  th e m  o f  t h a t  o u t s id e  w o r ld  t h e y ’d  f o r ­

g o t t e n ,  h e  e v e n  b r in g s  in  th e  m a n  s m e l l  o f  d u s t  

a n d  d i r t  f r o m  t h e  o p e n  f i e l d s ,  a n d  s w e a t ,  a n d  

w o rk .  A n d  h e  l a u g h s ,  l a u g h te r  w h ic h  in  t h e i r  

d e f e a t e d  s ta t e  t h e y ’d  f o r g o t t e n  e v e n  e x i s t e d .

T h e r e  is  n o  d e n y i n g  th e  p o w e r  o f  l a u g h ­

te r . D o n ’t  t h i n k  f o r  a  m i n u te  I a m  s u g g e s t in g  

s o m e  h u m o u r l e s s  f e m in i s t  r e g i m e  w h e r e  w e  a l l 

g o  a r o u n d  in  s e x le s s  b o i l e r - s u i t s ,  s c o w l in g  a t  

e a c h  o th e r .  F a r  f r o m  it. I a m  s u g g e s t in g  th a t  

l a u g h te r  is  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  to o l  a v a i l a b l e  to

u s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  th a n  o n e  u s e d  b y  m e n  to  d i s a r m  

w o m e n ,  it is  a  to o l  w h ic h  c a n  b e  u s e d  b y  e v e r y ­

o n e .

I  h a v e  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  a c t  I d o .  I t ’s  a  s t r ip  

s h o w , b u t  I l i k e  to  t h i n k  th a t  i t ’s  m o r e  th a n  th a t ;  

b y  d e c o n s t r u c t in g  th e  m e d i u m  o f  s t r i p t e a s e ,  b y  

u s i n g  c o m e d y  a n d  a n  a u t o b io g r a p h i c a l  n a r r a ­

t i v e  I a t t e m p t  t o  b r in g  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o n  p r o s t i ­

tu t i o n ,  p o r n o g r a p h y  a n d  th e  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

w o m e n  in  g e n e r a l  o u t  in to  th e  o p e n  a t  th e  s a m e  

t i m e  a s  g iv i n g  th e m  s o m e  l i g h t  r e l i e f .  I c a l l  

m y s e l f  M in x  G r i l l  a n d  p a r t  o f  m y  a c t ,  t h e  p a r t  

p e o p l e  s e e m  to  r e a l ly  f o c u s  o n ,  is  w h e r e  I c h o o s e  

a  m a n  f r o m  th e  a u d i e n c e  a n d  b r in g  h i m  o n to  

th e  s ta g e ,  w h e r e  I s i t  h im  d o w n  a n d  t i e  h is  h a n d s  

b e h i n d  h i s  b a c k ,  a n d  p r o c e e d  to  s t r a d d l e  h im ,  

f i r s t  b a c k w a r d s  ( g r o p in g  h i s  c r o t c h  a n d  c o v e r ­

in g  h i s  p a n t s  i n  s h a v in g  f o a m )  t h e n  f o r w a r d s  

( t o p l e s s ,  I  p u s h  m y  t i t s ,  c o v e r e d  in  a f o r e m e n ­

t i o n e d  s h a v in g  f o a m ,  in  h is  f a c e ,  t h u s  c o v e r i n g  

i t  e n t i r e l y ) .  M y  t i t s ,  l i k e  th o s e  o f  t h e  B ig  N u r s e  

a r e ,  t h r o u g h  s o m e  c h a n c e  o f  f a t e ,  b ig  a n d  th u s  

p e r f e c t  f o r  a n t i c s  s u c h  a s  th e s e .

I  a l w a y s  p i c k  o n  a  m a n .  S o m e t im e s  th i s  is  

h a r d  w h e n  i t ’s  a  f e m in i s t  g a t h e r in g  a n d  I e n d  u p  

s e a r c h i n g  o u t  th e  l o n e  2  o r  3  m e n  h id i n g  a t  th e  

b a c k .  ( N o ,  I d o n ’t  p l a n  i t  b e f o r e h a n d ;  a l m o s t  

a l w a y s ,  I ’v e  n e v e r  m e t  th e m  b e f o r e .  In  f a c t ,  I 

f e e l  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  i f  I  h a v e n ’t) .  W h y  n o t  a  

w o m a n ?  B e c a u s e  i t ’s  b e t t e r  w i th  a  g u y , t h e y ’r e  

j u s t  m o r e  a m u s i n g  to  s e e  h u m i l i a t e d  . . .  b u t  a l s o ,  

m o r e  s e r io u s ly ,  b e c a u s e  f o r  a  w o m a n  th i s  i s n ’t 

s o  m u c h  a b o u t  b e i n g  e m b a r r a s s e d  o r  h u m i l i ­

a t e d  s o  m u c h  a s  v io l a te d .  I ’v e  n e v e r  h a d  a  m a n  

s e r io u s ly  c o m p la i n  a b o u t  th i s  b e i n g  d o n e  to  h im . 

B u t  w h e n  s o m e o n e  r e v e r s e d  th e  s i tu a t io n  o n  m e , 

I f e l t  in c r e d ib l y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  I t r e m in d e d  m e  

i n s t a n t ly  o f  s i t u a t io n s  w h e r e  I h a v e  b e e n  th e  

o b j e c t  o f  a s s a u l t ,  s i t u a t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  

v e r y  f r ig h t e n in g .  A n d  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y  w o m a n ,  

i f  s h e  h a s  n o t  a c tu a l l y  b e e n  a t t a c k e d  a t  s o m e  

t i m e  o r  o th e r ,  h a s  b e e n  in  s i t u a t io n s  w h e r e  s h e  

f e l t  s h e  m i g h t  b e .  A n d  b e i n g  in  t h a t  s i t u a t io n  o f  

a p p a r e n t  h e l p l e s s n e s s ,  a n o t h e r  b o d y  g r a b b i n g  

y o u ,  j u s t  b r in g s  t h o s e  m e m o r i e s  b a c k .

I t ’s  m o r e  f u n  to  c h o o s e  a  g u y  w h o ’ ll r e ­

a l ly  b r in g  a  c h a l le n g e .  F o r  o n e ,  I d o n ’t  r e a l l y  

l i k e  it  w h e n  t h e y ’r e  to o  s h y  a n d  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  

p r o j e c t i n g  th a t  n e r v o u s n e s s  o n to  m e .  N o ,  I lo o k  

f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r ly  m a c h o  g u y , o n e  w h o ’s b e e n  

s h o o t in g  h is  m o u th  o f f  a l l  t h r o u g h  m y  d ia lo g u e ,  

m a y b e .  A  g u y  l i k e  M c M u r p h y .  A t  p u n k  s h o w s ,  

j u s t  p r i z in g  th e  b o t t l e  o f  b e e r  f r o m  o u t  o f  h is  

h a n d ,  th e  c i g a r e t t e  f r o m  h i s  m o u t h ,  r e m o v in g  

h i s  l e a th e r  j a c k e t  o r  h i s  c a p  u s u a l l y  s h r in k s  h im  

d o w n  q u i t e  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  A n d  th e n ,  w i t h o u t  

s c r e a m in g  o r  s h o u t in g ,  w i th  th e  s im p l e  u s e  o f  

s h a v in g  f o a m  a n d  m y  b o d y ,  I g e t  m y  o w n  b a c k .  

A n d  I u s u a l l y  m a n a g e  to  s h u t  th e m  u p ,  a t  le a s t  

f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i le .  A n d  - I h a v e  to  s a y  m y  c h a in s  

a r e  p r e t ty  e a s y  to  b r e a k  f r e e  o f ,  e v e n  f o r  s o m e ­

o n e  w h o ’s  n o  H o u d in i  -  th e y  n e v e r  d o  a n y t h in g  

b u t  s i t  th e r e  m e e k ly  w h i l e  th e  a c t  is  g o i n g  o n .

I t w a s  a c tu a l l y  a  w o m a n  w h o  to l d  m e  a f ­

t e r  o n e  s h o w  th a t  s h e  w a s  u n h a p p y  w i th  t h a t



p a r t ,  t h a t  I w a s  a b u s in g  m y  p o s i t i o n  o f  p o w e r .  

I n t e r e s t i n g ,  b e c a u s e  th e  m e n  n e v e r  te l l  m e  th a t .  

P e r h a p s  I a m ,  b e c a u s e  it  i s  m y  r o l e  a s  p e r f o r m e r  

w h ic h  e n a b le s  m e  to  d o  i t  s o  s im p l y ;  in  a n s w e r  

t o  t h e  o f t - a s k e d  q u e s t i o n ,  “ J a n e ,  h o w  c a n  y o u  

d o  th a t ?  H o w  d o  y o u  h a v e  th e  n e r v e ? ”  B e c a u s e  

o n c e  I ’d  d o n e  it a  c o u p l e  o f  t im e s ,  I k n e w  th a t  I 

c o u ld .  O n c e  I h a v e  th e  w i g  o n ,  a n d  th e  m a k e ­

u p ,  a n d  th e  h ig h  h e e l e d  b o o ts  a n d  th e  e n v i r o n ­

m e n t  o f  th e  s ta g e  w h ic h  m a k e s  a n y t h in g  I d e ­

s i r e  p o s s i b l e ,  I c a n  d o  th a t .  I t ’s  m y  s h o w  a n d  

i t ’s  a  g r e a t  f e e l in g .

T h e  B ig  N u r s e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  n a r r a t iv e ,  

k e e p s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  in m a te s  o f  h e r  w a r d  w i th ­

o u t  a n y  v i s u a l  s h o w  o f  p o w e r  o r  v io l e n c e .  H o w  

d o e s  s h e  d o  i t?  A c c o r d i n g  to  th e  m o s t  a r t i c u l a t e  

in m a te ,  H a r d in g ,  it  is  b y  in s in u a t io n .  S h e  d o e s n ’t 

a c c u s e .  S h e  m e r e ly  n e e d s  to  in s in u a te ,  in s in u ­

a t e  a n y t h in g ,  d o n ’t  y o u  s e e ?

I u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  K e s e y  is  t r y i n g  to  s u g ­

g e s t ;  t h a t  y o u  c a n  k e e p  p e o p l e  in  th e i r  p la c e ,  in  

a  p l a c e  o f  a b j e c t  a b d i c a t i o n ,  w i th  v e r y  s u b t le ,  

s c a r c e ly  p e r c e p t ib l e  w a y s .  W h a t  I o b j e c t  to  is  

t h e  n o t i o n  th a t  m a t r o n ly  w o m e n  in  a  s ta t e  o f  

s e x u a l  d e n i a l  e n f o r c e  t h e s e  k in d  o f  s t r u c t u r e s ;  I 

d o n ’t  o b j e c t  t o  th e  n o t i o n  o f  j o y  o f  l iv in g ,  th e  

s t r e n g th  o f  a  s p i r i t  w h ic h  r e f u s e s  to  d ie .  B u t  w h y  

d o e s  th i s  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  in  s e x u a l  h a r a s s m e n t ?  

C o u ld  K e s e y  h a v e  im a g in e d  a  B ig  N u r s e  w h o  

w e n t  h o m e ,  t o o k  o f f  h e r  u n i f o r m  a n d  h a d  a  g o o d  

o ld  s h a g  h e r s e l f ?  O f  c o u r s e ,  th e  B ig  N u r s e ,  M is s  

R a t c h e d ,  is  u n m a r r i e d .  S h e  is  th e  s t e r e o ty p e d  

s p in s t e r ,  s o  l o c k e d  in to  h e r  r o l e  s h e  a p p e a r s  

u n a b l e  e i t h e r  t o  g iv e  o r  to  r e c e iv e  lo v e .

I h a v e  to  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  O n e  F l e w  O v e r  

T h e  C u c k o o  s  N e s t  is  a  b o o k  w r i t t e n  in  t h e  ‘6 0 s ,  

in  th e  Z e i tg e is t  o f  th e  t i m e  a n d  b e f o r e  th e  f e m i ­

n i s t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  th e  e a r l y  19 7 0 s .  T h e  c iv i l  

r ig h t s  m o v e m e n t  t h e n  w a s  o n e  w h e r e  w o m e n  

k e p t  to  th e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  w h e r e  w o m e n ’s  r ig h t s  

w a s n ’t  a n  i s s u e  g iv e n  m u c h  th o u g h t .  A s  I s e e  it, 

th e  b a s ic  p r e m is e  h e r e  is  t h a t  f i s h in g ,  s im p le  

c o u n t r y  l i v in g  a n d  p a r t y in g  w i th  g o o d - t i m e  g a l s  

r e s to r e  a  m a n ’s h e a l th y  e g o .  A  g o o d ,  u n r e p r e s s e d  

( h e t e r o s e x u a l )  f u c k  w i l l  s o r t  a n y o n e  o u t .

P e r h a p s ,  p u t  s im p ly ,  O n e  F l e w  O v e r  T h e  

C u c k o o ’s  N e s t  is  a  m a n ’s b o o k .  N o t  a n  a n t i - f e m i­

n is t ,  o r  a  p r o - f e m in is t  b o o k ,  b u t  o n e  h a v in g  n o th ­

in g  to  d o  w i th  f e m in is m .  M a y b e  t h a t ’s  a  g o o d  

th in g .  I t ’s  o f t e n  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  m e n  n e e d  

th e i r  s p a c e  a s  m u c h  a s  w o m e n ,  w i t h o u t  th e m  

t u r n i n g  in to  p l a c e s  w h e r e  m e n  ta lk  a b o u t  f e m i ­

n is m .  A n d  f i s h in g ,  h u n t i n g ,  e t c . ,  h a v e  a l w a y s  

b e e n  a b o u t  m a le  s p a c e .  Y e t  I ’m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  

w h a t  K e s e y  w o u l d  d o  w i th  a  g u y  w h o  p r e f e r r e d  

b a l l e t  to  f i s h in g ,  f o r  w h o m  th e  lo v e  o f  a  g o o d  

h o n e s t  h o o k e r  w o u ld  n o t  h e lp .

A t  th e  e n d ,  I  r e a l ly  th o u g h t  M c M u r p h y  w a s  

g o in g  to  r e a p  h is  r e v e n g e  o n  th e  B ig  N u r s e  b y  

r a p i n g  h e r . I c a m e  to  th i s  c o n c lu s io n  b e c a u s e  a s  

I s a w  it ,  th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  p o w e r  b e t w e e n  th e m  

h a d  c e n t r e d  o n  h i s  s e x u a l i ty ,  o n  h i s  v i r i l i t y  v e r ­

s u s  h e r  m o t h e r ly  s te r i l i t y ,  h is  s a t i n  b o x e r  s h o r t s  

a n d  h e r  t i t s  . . .  to  o v e r c o m e  h e r  th a t  w a y  w a s  

i n e x c u s a b le  t o  m e ,  a n d  a s  I r e a d  it ,  I w a s  p l e a d ­

in g  in  m y  h e a d  w i th  K e s e y  a s  a u t h o r  n o t  to  d o  

th a t ;  h o w , I t h o u g h t ,  c o u l d  s u c h  a  t h i n g  o c c u r  in  

a  b o o k  t h a t  s o  m a n y  p e o p l e  I r e s p e c t  h o ld  in  

h ig h  r e g a r d ?  I t w a s  a  l i t t l e  l i k e  th e  im p e n d in g  

h o r r o r  w h ic h  u n f o ld s  w h e n  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  

y o u  p r e v i o u s l y  b e l ie v e d  to  b e  o f  l ik e  m i n d  a s  

y o u r s e l f  g e t  c a u g h t  u p  in  s o m e  s o r t  o f  m a s s  h y s ­

t e r i a  w h ic h  y o u  a l o n e  c a n  s e e  th r o u g h .  B u t  th e  

a c t  in s te a d ,  t h o u g h  o n e  o f  p h y s ic a l  v io l e n c e  a n d  

e x p o s i n g  h e r  b r e a s t s  ( w a s  t h a t  r e a l l y  n e c e s ­

s a r y ? ) ,  d o e s  n o t ,  t o  m y  r e l i e f ,  s i n g l e  o u t  h e r  

w o m a n h o o d .

N o t  o n ly  w o u ld  I a r g u e  th a t  th e  B ig  N u r s e  

g e t s  a  b a d  r a p ,  b u t  th a t  a l l  w o m e n  d o .  A l l  t h e  

o t h e r  f e m a le  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  i n c id e n t a l ;  th e  tw o  

g o o d - t i m e  g i r l s ,  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  w h o r e s ,  w h o  

a r e  p o r t r a y e d  a s  p l e a s a n t  e n o u g h  a i r h e a d s  w i th  

n o  o t h e r  p u r p o s e  in  l i f e  o t h e r  t h a n  p a r t y in g  a n d  

s w in g in g ;  th e  s e x u a l ly  r e p r e s s e d ,  C a th o l ic  n u r s e  

w i th  th e  c r o s s  a r o u n d  h e r  n e c k  a n d  th e  la r g e  

b i r t h m a r k ;  M r . H a r d i n g ’s w i f e  ( w h a t  d o  w e  

k n o w  a b o u t  h e r  r e a l ly  a p a r t  f r o m  th e  f a c t  s h e  

h a s  b i g  t i t s ? )  a n d  th e  tw o  m o t h e r s  m e n t io n e d ,  

C h i e f  B r o m d e n ’s a n d  B i l l y ’s , b u l l i e s  w h o  a r e  

i n d i r e c t ly  b l a m e d ,  i f  n o t  a c tu a l l y  f o r  t h e i r  s o n ’s 

b r e a k d o w n s  b u t  f o r  p e r p e t u a t i n g  th e i r  s t a t e s  o f  

h e l p l e s s n e s s .  B i l l y ’s m o t h e r  e s p e c i a l l y  d e n i e s  

h e r  s o n ’s  m a tu r i t y  b e c a u s e  s h e  is  r e f u s i n g  to  

a c c e p t  h e r  o w n  a g e .

A n d  th e n  th e r e  is  th e  B ig  N u r s e ;  a  c o n ­

s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  s e x ,  w i th  h e r  r e d  l ip s  a n d  f o r ­

m i d a b le  b o s o m ,  a s  m u c h  a s  s h e  t r i e s  t o  h id e  i t -  

t h e  B ig  N u r s e ,  w o r k in g  f o r  th e  C o m b i n e ,  s y m ­

b o l  o f  th e  m a t r ia r c h y .  B e c a u s e ,  a s  H a r d in g  s a y s  

n o t  l o n g  in to  t h e  b o o k .  W e a r e  v ic t im s  o f  a  m a ­

t r i a r c h y  h e r e ,  a  s e n t i m e n t  w h ic h ,  t h o u g h  u t t e r e d  

b y  a  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  n o t  t h e  a u th o r ,  I f e e l  a t  le a s t  

in  p a r t  r e f l e c t s  K e s e y ’s  o w n .

I  r e s p e c t  a n d  a g r e e  w i th  m a n y  o f  t h e  i s ­

s u e s  r a i s e d  b y  th i s  n o v e l  a b o u t  m e n ta l  h e a l th  

a n d  s o c i e t y ’s  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  it. B u t  I d o n ’t 

u n d e r s t a n d  th i s  lo f ty  r e g a r d  in  w h ic h  i t  is  h e ld ,  

u n c r i t i c i z a b l e ,  u n t o u c h a b le .  B u t  y o u  c a n ' t  s a y  

th a t ,  a r g u e d  m y  b r o th e r ,  i t  s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im ­

p o r t a n t  b o o k s  o f  o u r  t im e . I j u s t  w a n t  to  a r g u e  

th a t  m a y b e  i t ’s  a b o u t  t i m e  w e  h e a r d  th e  c a s e  o f  

th e  B ig  N u r s e ,  a n d  w h y  s h e  e m p lo y e d  th e  s t r a t ­

e g i e s  s h e  d id .

I f e e l  e v e n  m o r e  d i s tu r b e d  b y  th i s  u n d e r ­

c u r r e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  a n t i - a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s t a n c e  

o f  t h e  b o o k  a n d  th e  w a y  i t  i s  r e v e r e d  b y  p e o p l e  

w h o s e  v i e w s  I  r e s p e c t ;  I f e e l  i t  i s  m o r e  im p o r ­

t a n t  to  d i s c u s s  i t  b e c a u s e  I s e e  p a r a l l e l s  in  th e  

p u n k  a n d  a n a r c h i s t  s c e n e  a n d  th e  w a y  w o m e n  

t h e r e  a r e  h e l d  a n d  a c c e p te d .  K e s e y ’s  b o o k  p a r ­

a l l e l s  th e  c iv i l  r ig h t s  m o v e m e n t s  o f  th e  t i m e s ,  

w h ic h ,  g r o u n d b r e a k i n g  a s  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  

in  o t h e r  w a y s ,  ig n o r e d  th e  i s s u e s  o f  w o m e n .  

A n t i - a u th o r i t a r ia n  o r g a n iz a t io n s  e v e n  to d a y  s til l 

h a v e  a  lo n g  w a y  to  g o  b e f o r e  t h e y  f u l l y  a c c e p t  

a n y t h in g  o th e r  th a n  th e  b a s ic  h e t e r o s e x u a l  m a le ,  

a n d  th e  r i g h t  o f  e v e r y  o t h e r  s e c t o r  o f  s o c i e ty  to  

th e  p o w e r  o f  la u g h te r .  *

[ s e x u a l i t y  &  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ]



I ' d  R a t h e r  M a s t u r b a t e  T h a n  C o p u l a t e

 - o r -  W h y  I D o n ' t  W a n t  T o  G e t  A n y

b y  C h a r i s m a  L e e

I w a s  a b o u t  11 o r  12 w h e n  I f i r s t  “ p la y e d  

d o w n  th e r e ,”  a s  m y  F i l i p in a  m o t h e r  a lw a y s  s a y s .  

T h e  f i r s t  f e w  e x p e r i m e n t s  w e r e  w h o l ly  o b v io u s  

a n d  in d i s c r e e t ;  I 'd  m a s tu r b a te  in  th e  l iv in g  r o o m , 

o n  th e  f lo o r  o r  o n  th e  c o u c h ,  w i th  a  s h e e t  o v e r  

m e , to  c o n c e a l  m y  s e x u a l  a c t iv i t ie s .  L ik e  a n y ­

o n e  w a s  f o o le d ,  th o u g h .  M y  f a m ily ,  f o r  s u r e ,  

k n e w  I w a s n ’t  p la y in g  w i th  m y  B a r b i e s .  H o w ­

e v e r ,  w e  n e v e r  f o r m a l ly  d i s c u s s e d  m a s tu r b a t io n ,  

e v e n  to  th i s  d a y , a s  it h a s / i s  a lw a y s  d i s m i s s e d  

w i th  a  n e r v o u s  la u g h , f o l l o w e d  b y  a  c h a n g e  o f  

to p i c s .  O n ly  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  h a s  m y  m o t h e r  

a d d r e s s e d  s e l f - s t im u la t io n  a n d  m y s e l f  in ih e  s a m e  

c o n v e r s a t io n ,  b u t  th a t  w a s  w h e n  1 w a s  13 a n d  

s h e  w a n te d  to  k n o w  i f  I w a s  s ti l l  d o in g  it. A s id e  

f r o m  th j t t  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t ,  m a s t u r b a t i o n  s t i l l  

p r o v e s  to  b e  to o  r a d i c a l  a  s u b je c t  f o r  a d u l t  c o n ­

v e r s a t io n  w i th  m y  s u p p o s e d ly  l ib e r a l  f a m ily .  I t 

w o u ld  b e  s a f e  to  a s s u m e  th a t  p a r e n t - c h i ld  c o m ­

m u n ic a t io n  in  s e x u a l  m a t te r s  h a s  b e e n  h in d e r e d  

b y  p a r e n t a l  i n h i b i t i o n s  o r  b y  v a r i o u s  

in te r g e n e r a t io n a l .  a n d  in  m y  c a s e ,  c r o s s - c u l tu r a l ,  

a n x ie t i e s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  I s t i l l  to u c h  m y s e l f .  N o t  

e v e ry  d a y , m in d  y o u ,  b u t  w h e n  I f e e l th e  n e e d  to . 

I ’v e  f o u n d  it to  b e  v e ry  f u l f i l l i n g  a n d  g r a t i f y in g ;  

s o m e t im e s  I c a n ’t  e v e n  s to p .

A d m i t  it. M a s tu r b a t io n  is  fu n .

Y e s , o f  c o u r s e ,  c e r t a in  p e o p le ,  s i tu a t io n s ,  

a n d  th in g s  w ill  ( a n d  d o )  a r o u s e  m e . S t i l l ,  it  is  n o t  

in  m e  to  j u s t  g o  o u t  a n d  fu c k  e v e r y o n e / th i n g  th a t  

m a k e s  m e  h o m y . ( N e w  J e r s e y a n s  a n d / o r  s c o o te r  

o w n e r s  a r e  th e  e x c e p t io n ) .  1 d o n ’t b e l ie v e  I w o u ld  

b e  s a t i s f i e d  o r  c o n t e n t  w i th  m y s e l f  a s  a  p e r s o n .  

T h a t ’s j u s t  th e  w a y  I a m ,  o n e  c a n  s a y , b u t  o th e r s  

m ig h t  d i s a g r e e .  W h i le  1 d o  e n jo y  s e x u a l  in t e r ­

c o u r s e  a s  w e ll  a s  s e l f - s t im u la t io n .  I ’v e  d i s c o v ­

e r e d  th a t  m y  b e s t  lo v e r  ( s o  f a r )  is  m y s e l f .  O n ly  1 

h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  c o m p le t e ly  p l e a s e  m y s e l f ,  

m a in ly  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  l e a rn e d  w h a t  tu r n s  m e  o n  

a n d  w h a t  tu r n s  m e  o ff ; I k n o w  w h a t  I l ik e  a n d  

w h a t  I d o n ’t. In  s o m e  c a s e s ,  1 m a y  n o t  k n o w  in ­

s ta n t ly ,  b u t  I a m  c a p a b le  o f  f ig u r in g  o u t  w h a t  

w o r k s  b e s t  f o r  m y  b o d y  a n d  m e . T h a t ’s p a r t  o f  

th e  l e a r n in g  p r o c e s s .  A n d , w i th  th e  k n o w le d g e  I 

g a in  f r o m  m y  s e l f - e x p lo r a t i o n ,  I c a n  s h a r e  it w ith  

m y  p a r t n e r  i f  I c h o o s e  to  d o  so .

O th e r  a d v a n ta g e s  in c lu d e  r e d u c e d  c r a m p ­

in g  a n d  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c ts  o n  th e  im m u n e  s y s te m . 

M a s t u r b a t i o n  a l s o  h e l p s  s t r e n g t h e n  

P u b o c o c c y g e u s  (P C )  m u s c le s .  T h i s  is  e s p e c i a l l y  

tru e  in  w o m y n  w h e re  s tro n g  P C  m u s c le s  a r e  p r a c ­

t i c a l ly  th e  s o le  f a c to r  in  w h e th e r  la b o r  is  e a s y  

a n d  f a s t  o r  lo n g  a n d  d if f i c u l t .  L a d ie s  m a s t u r b a t ­

in g  r e g u la r ly  w i th  m u l t ip le  o r g a s m s  c a n  d e v e lo p  

s t r o n g /e r  P C  m u s c l e s  a n d  s h o u ld  h a v e  e a s i e r  la ­

b o r . (T h e  e a s e  in  w h ic h  w o m y n  o r g a s m  d u r in g  

m a s tu r b a t io n  c o u n te r s  th e  s te r e o ty p e  [ th a t  w e  a re  

s lo w ly  a r o u s e d  a n d  i r r e g u la r ly  o r g a s m ]  w i th o u t  

f a i l ) .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  m o s t  o b v io u s  o f  a l l  p h y s i ­

c a l  g a in s  f r o m  m a s tu r b a t in g  is  th e  f a c t  th a t  o n e  

c a n n o t  g e t  p r e g n a n t .

In  a d d i t io n  to  k n o w in g  a n d  r e s p e c t in g  m y  

b o d y  a n d  its  n e e d s ,  I h a v e  a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e d  c e r ­

ta in  e m o t io n a l  a n d .p s y c h o lo g ic a l  b e n e f i t s .  S t i l l ,  

th e r e  a re  r e a l ly  o n ly  tw o  th a t  s t ic k  o u t  in  m y  m in d  

r ig h t  n o w  ( a l th o u g h  th e y  a r e  d e e p ly  c o r r e l a te d ,  

a n d  c a n  b e  v ie w e d  a s  o n e ) .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  th o u g h  

I s t i l l  f e e l  it w o u ld  b e  n ic e  to  “ h a v e ”  a  s ig n i f i ­

c a n t  o th e r ,  th e  th o u g h t  o f  a c tu a l ly  b e in g  in  a n  

e x c lu s iv e  ( s e x u a l )  r e l a t i o n s h ip  is  n o w  u n n e c e s ­

s a ry . 1 n o  lo n g e r  w a n t  to  f u c k  s o m e o n e  o r  " h a v e "  

s o m e o n e  fu c k  m e  s o  th a t  I c a n  fe e l b e a u t i f u l .  It 

h a s n ’t w o r k e d  s o  fa r , b u t  t h a t ’s  p r o b a b l y  o n ly  

b e c a u s e  I n e v e r  lo v e d ,  o r  e v e n  r e m o te ly  l ik e d ,  

m o s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  I  h a v e  s le p t  w i th .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  

in t e r c o u r s e ,  w h e th e r  it i s  a  p e n i s  o r  a  f i s t  b e in g  

th r u s t  in to  m y  v a g in a ,  n o w  h a s  a  lo w  r a n k  o n  m y  

l i s t  o f  s e x u a l  a c t iv i t ie s .

M o r e o v e r ,  m a s t u r b a t i o n  i t  i s  a  r e l a t i v e ly  

s a f e  w a y  o f  l i b e r a t in g  s e x u a l  t e n s io n s .  I t is  an  

a c c e p ta b le  r e l e a s e  in  t im e s  w h e n  I la c k  a  p a r tn e r  

o r  w h e n  I j u s t  w a n t  t o  e n j o y  m y  b o d y  b y  m y s e l f .  

T h a t  is ,  w i th o u t  th e  c o m p l ic a t io n s  o f  b e in g  in ­

v o lv e d  in  a  s e x u a l  e n c o u n te r  w i th  a n o th e r .  I g e t  

lo t s  o f  c r u s h e s  o n  v a r io u s  p e o p le ,  b u t  d e v e lo p  a  

f e w  in to  f u l l - f l e d g e d  m i n i - o b s e s s io n s .  T h e  p e s ­

s im is t  th a t  I a m ,  I a m  in c l in e d  to  t h in k  th a t ,  a s  

m u c h  a s  I p in e  f o r  th e m ,  n o n e  o f  th e  p e o p le  I 

l ik e  r o m a n t i c a l l y  w i l l  e v e r  r e tu r n  th e  f e e l in g .  

T h u s ,  I b a c k  o f f ,  a n d  p a s s  th e  c r u s h e s  o f f  a s  “ u n ­

a t ta in a b le .”  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  I to u c h  m y s e l f ,  I ’m  

n o t  r e je c te d .  In  tu r n ,  I d o n ' t  f e e l  d e p r e s s e d ,  a n d  

I ’m  n o t  s c a r e d .  M a s tu r b a t in g  m a k e s  m e  fe e l  

h a p p y ;  i t ’s  o n e  o f  th e  o n ly  t im e s  w h e n  I ’m  h o n ­

e s t  w i th  m y  f e e l in g s .

Y o u  s e e ,  m a s t u r b a t i o n  is  m y  p r im a r y  s e x  

l i f e ;  m y  s e x u a l  b a s e ,  s o  to  s p e a k .  I t is  u n f o r tu ­

n a te  th a t  m a in s t r e a m  s o c ie ty  s t i l l  d e e m s  it to o  

r a c y  a  t o p i c  to  d i s c u s s ,  m u c h  le s s  a n  a c t iv i ty  in  

w h ic h  to  p a r t ic ip a te .  D e s p i te  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  p r i ­

v a c y  b e in g  b o th  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d a b le ,  

it  d i f f e r s  q u i t e  a  l o t  f r o m  s e c r e c y .  W h i l e  t h e  

f o r m e r  is  th e  n e e d  to  e x p e r i e n c e  s o m e th in g  w i th ­

o u t  o u t s id e r  in t e r f e r e n c e ,  th e  la t t e r  c o m e s  f r o m  

a  p r e c o n c e iv e d  n o t io n  th a t  w h a t  o n e  is  d o in g  is  

im m o r a l  a n d  d i s t a s t e f u l .  S a y in g  t h a t  w o m y n  

s h o u l d n ’t  m a s t u r b a t e  i s  l i k e  s a y i n g  t h a t  w e  

s h o u ld n ’t  c r y  w h e n  w e ’re  u p s e t  o r  h u r t ,  o r  th a t  

w e  s h o u ld  h o ld  in  a n g e r  a n d  o u r  o th e r  e m o t io n s .  

M o r e  p e o p le  n e e d  to  r e a l i z e  th a t  m a s tu r b a t io n  is  

in d e e d  a  n o r m a l  a n d  n a tu r a l  a c t iv i ty ;  it  s h o u ld n 't  

b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a n  e m b a r r a s s i n g  s e c r e t .  A l th o u g h  it 

is  w id e ly  c o n d e m n e d ,  i t  is  u n iv e r s a l ly  p r a c t i c e d  

a t  th e  s a m e  t im e .  B e c a u s e  n o t  e v e r y o n e  l ik e s  to  

b e  to u c h e d  in  th e  s a m e  w a y s  o r  p la c e s ,  n o  o n e  

c a n  te a c h  y o u  th e  b e s t  w a y  to  to u c h  y o u r s e l f ,  o r  

f o r  th a t  m a tte r ,  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  y o u  s h o u ld  d o  s o  

in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e .  R e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  c r i t i c i s m  a n d  

f l a t - o u t  l ie s ,  m a s tu r b a t io n  is  a  c a u s e  f o r  c e l e b r a ­

t io n  b e c a u s e  it  is  a  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  

o f  e v e ry  w im m in ’s l i fe . ( I  t h in k  I ’m  g o n n a  g o  

c e le b r a t e  r ig h t  n o w ) .  *

S u g g e s t e d  R e a d in g  

C u n t ( In g a  M u sc io )

F o r  Y o u rse lf  - T h e  F u lf il lm e n t o f  F e m a le  S ex u a lity  

(L o n n ie  G e r tru d e  B a lb a c h )

S ex  In fo rm a tio n , M ay  1 H e lp  Y ou? ( Is a d o ra  A lm a n ) 

T h e  P lay b o o k  fo r  W o m en  A b o u t S ex  (Jo a n ie  B lan k ) 

T h e  T e c h n o lo g y  o f  O rg a sm : " H y s te r ia ” , th e  V ib ra ­

to r, a n d  W o m e n ’s S e x u a l S a tis fa c tio n  (R a c h e l P. 

M a in e s )  • W o m e n  a s  R e v o lu t io n a r y  A g e n ts  o f  

C h a n g e  (S h e re  H ite )

I ’m  su re  th e re  a re  lo ts  o f  o th e r  fa n ta s tic  b o o k s  o u t 

th e re ; c h e c k  o u t y o u r  lo c a l lib ra ry . T h e y ’re  fun !

[ s e x u a l i t y  &  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ]



W o r k i n g  o n  S e x u a l i t y  

i n  C o m m u n i t y  L i v i n g . . .

b y  B o b  B a n n e r

A b o u t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  I  r e ­

m e m b e r  s i t t i n g  a m o n g  p e o p l e  w h o  

e l e c t e d  t o  b e  g u i d e d  b y  a  t e a c h e r ,  in

th a t  c i r c le  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  ( a g e s  2 2 - 3 0 ) ,  a ll 

o f  u s  d r e s s e d  q u i t e  e l e g a n t ly  a f t e r  h a v in g  j u s t  

s h o w e r e d  d u e  to  f in i s h in g  a  m o s t  e n e rg e t ic  g a m e  

o f  v o l le y b a l l .  W e  s a t  in  n e w ly  p u r c h a s e d  c o u c h e s  

a n d  s o f a s  in  a  r e n o v a te d  6 - b e d r o o m  V ic to r ia n  

h o u s e  w ith  im p e c c a b ly  c le a n e d  s u r ro u n d in g s .  W e  

w e r e  l iv in g  in  a  s m a l l  to w n  in  N o r th e r n  C a l i f o r ­

n ia .

T h e  g r o u p  w a s  a  f o u r th  w a y /S u f i - l ik e  g a t h ­

e r in g  o f  l ik e  m in d e d  p e o p le  w h o  c a m e  to g e th e r  

b e c a u s e  o f  W a lte r , a  d e d ic a te d  t e a c h e r  o f  r a d ic a l  

s e l f - t r a n s f o r m a t io n  a n d  “ th e  W o rk .”  O n e  p e c u ­

l i a r  f e a tu r e  o f  th i s  w o r k / s tu d y  g r o u p  o r  lo o s e ly  

k n i t  “ c o m m u n i t y ”  o f  s o r t s  w a s  o u r  w o r k in g  o n  

o u r  s e x u a l i ty .  O f  c o u r s e  w e  g r a v i ta t e d  to  W a lte r  

to  w o r k  o n  t r a n s f o r m in g  o u r s e lv e s ,  c h a n g in g  

o u r s e lv e s  f r o m  n e u r o t ic  o b s e s s e d  c o n s u m e r s  o f  

b a n a l  c o m m o d i t i e s  a n d  p o p u la r  b e l i e f  s y s t e m s  

to  m a tu r e ,  r e s p o n s ib le ,  i n d i v id u a t e d  h u m a n  b e ­

in g s .  M a n y  s u c h  g r o u p s  g a t h e r e d  in  th e  7 0 s  

a r o u n d  a  s p e c i f ic  in d iv id u a l  o r  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f  

c e r t a in  T r a d i t i o n s  b u t  n o t  m a n y  o f  th e m  h a d  

“ w o r k i n g  o n  o u r  s e x u a l i t y ”  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

a g e n d a .

W e  w e r e  g iv e n  a s s ig n m e n ts  f r o m  W a lte r  to : 

d e v e lo p  o u r  lu s t, le a rn  h o w t o  g iv e  e x c e l le n t  fe l la ­

tio  ( e x p l ic i t  d e t a i l e d  in s t r u c t io n s  f o r  th e  w o m e n ) ,  

d e c o n d i t io n  o u r  b e l ie f s  a b o u t  w h o  m a d e  th e  g r a d e  

o f  b e in g  “ s e x u a l ly  a t t r a c t iv e ,”  u n d e r s ta n d  o u r  

ju d g m e n ts  a b o u t  b o d y  ty p e s . . .  a m o n g  a ll th e  o th e r  

ty p e s  o f  a s s ig n m e n ts  th a t  w e r e  r e l e g a te d  to  s e l f ­

t r a n s f o r m a t io n ,  i .e . ,  d e v e lo p in g  c a r e e r s ,  b e in g  

m o re  c r e a t iv e  a n d  e f f i c ie n t  w i th  o n e ’s  t im e , le a rn ­

in g  to  n e u t r a l i z e  o u r  n e g a t i v e  e m o t io n a l  r e ­

s p o n s e s ,  e x e r c i s in g ,  d e v e lo p in g  te a m s h ip ,  le a r n ­

in g  s u r v iv a l  s k i l l s ,  s tu d y in g  th e  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  e c o ­

n o m ic  s i tu a t io n  o f  th e  t im e . . .  le a r n in g  to  s t r e tc h  

o u r  l im its .

A s  f o r  s e x ,  I w a s  c o n d i t io n e d  s o m e h o w  to  

b e  a t t r a c t e d  to  s le e k  y o u n g  w o m e n  w h o  h a d  e y e s  

o f  r o m a n c e ,  m a d n e s s ,  d a n g e r  a n d  in n o c e n c e .  S o  

m y  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s ig n m e n ts  w e r e  to  m a k e  lo v e  

w i th  w o m e n  I d id  n o t  h a v e  a n y  “ c o n d i t io n e d  

c h a r g e ”  w i th .  T h e  id e a  b e in g  to  n o t  o n ly  d e c o n ­

d i t io n  m y s e l f  f r o m  c e r t a in  p r e c o n c e iv e d  j u d g ­

m e n ts  b u t  a l s o  to  d e v e lo p  a n  in t im a c y  w i th in  o u r  

c lo is te r e d  s a n c tu a ry  o f  12 p e o p le  a n d  o n e  te a c h e r .

W e  tr u s te d  W a lte r . I t r u s te d  h im  to  th e  p o in t  

o f  g o in g  a lo n g  w i th  th e  a s s ig n m e n ts .  A t  o n e  p o in t

I h a d  s e x  w i th  h is  

w i f e  ( s h e  s e d u c e d  

m e )  w h i c h  I e n ­

j o y e d  f o r  v a r i o u s  

r e a s o n s  a n d  th e n  I 

w a s  t o  h a v e  s e x  w i th  

a  f o r m e r  C a t h o l i c  

n u n  w h o  w a s  m u c h  

o ld e r  th a n  1.1 d id n ’t l ik e  

i t  b u t  w a s  w i l l i n g  to  g o  

th r o u g h  th e  o r d e a l  in o r d e r  to  

l e a r n  a n d  “ g r o w .”  A  w o m a n ,  

n a m e d  C e c i l i a ,  w h o m  I h a d  n o  

s e x u a l  in t e r e s t  in  a t  a l l ,  h a d  th e  a s s ig n m e n t  

to  s e d u c e  m e  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  th a t  w e  b e c a m e  lo v ­

e r s  f o r  m o r e  th a n  a  y e a r  ( a f t e r  w e  b o th  le f t  th e  

g r o u p  f o r  r e a s o n s  th a t  g o  b e y o n d  th e  s c o p e  o f  

th i s  a r t ic le ) .  B e c a u s e  I w a s  w i l l in g  to  s u s p e n d  

m y  b e l ie f s  a b o u t  s e x u a l  a t t r a c t io n  1 a l lo w e d  m y ­

s e l f  to  b e  r e c e p t iv e  to  C e c e l i a ’s  n a tu r a l  s e x u a l  

e n e rg y , e v e n  th o u g h  it w a s  n o t  w r a p p e d  in  a  p a c k ­

a g e  th a t  c o m p le m e n te d  m y  y o u th f u l  ju d g m e n ta l  

m in d .

A f te r  th e  m a n y  m e e t i n g s  w e  h a d  in  th a t  

la rg e  im m a c u la te ly  c le a n e d  l iv in g  r o o m , w h e th e r  

it w a s  a  m e e t in g  to  d i s c u s s  W i lh e lm  R e i c h ’s  T h e  

S e x u a l  R e v o lu t io n  o r  s tu d y  R o b e r t  O m s te i n ’s  O n  

T h e  N a t u r e  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s  o r  w a tc h / s tu d y  

c a m c o r d e r  ta p e s  f r o m  o u r  e a r l i e r  v o l l e y b a l l ,  b a s ­

k e tb a l l  o r  b a d m in to n  g a m e s  o r  d i s c u s s  o u r  w o r k /  

m o n e y  s i tu a t io n  —  w e  w o u ld  m i l l  a r o u n d  a f te r ­

w a r d s  a n d  f in d  a  p a r t n e r  to  s le e p  w i th ;  to  w o r k  

o n  o u r  s e x u a l i ty ,  o u r  “ lu s t ,”  o u r  d e c o n d i t i o n in g . . .  

I f  S a r a h  h a d  a l r e a d y  m a d e  p l a n s  t o  b e  w i th  

G e o r g e ,  th e n  I ’d  a s k  G e r t i e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  s o m e  

w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w e r e  

m o r e  in  d e m a n d  w h i le  

o t h e r s  n e e d e d  a s s i g n ­

m e n t s  f r o m  W a l t e r  to  

p u s h  th r o u g h  v a r io u s  re -  

s i s t a n c e s ,  p a t t e r n s ,  

b lo c k s  o r  r e l i g io u s  i n ­

d o c t r in a t io n s .  T h i s  w a s  

in d e e d  r a d i c a l  s in c e  w e  

w e r e  t a c k l i n g  s o m e  o f  

th e  m o s t  t r e a s u r e d  e l e ­

m e n ts  o f  w e s te r n  c iv i l i ­

z a t i o n - c o m p u l s iv e  m o n o g a m y ,  p o s s e s s iv e n e s s ,  

je a lo u s y ,  s e x u a l  a l ie n a t io n .  W e  c o u ld  h a v e  s e x  

w i th  a n y b o d y  w e  w a n te d  a s  lo n g  a s  it w a s  m u ­

tu a l  a n d  in  a  s e t t in g  w h e r e  th e  g r o u n d w o r k  w a s  

o n e  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t io n .  S in c e  th e  fo u n d a t io n  w a s

h e t e r o s e x u a l ,  f o r m e r  l e s b i a n s  a n d  g a y  in d i v id u ­

a l s  h a d  th e i r  s p e c i f ic  a s s ig n m e n ts  to  s e d u c e  a n d  

h a v e  s e x  w i th  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  o p p o s i t e  g e n d e r  

s o  th a t  t h e y  c o u ld  “ n o r m a l i z e ”  t h e i r  s e x  s ty le s .  

T h i s  w a s  b a c k  in  th e  7 0 s  w h e r e  th e  le s b ia n  a n d  

g a y  m o v e m e n t  w a s  n o t  v e r y  s t r o n g .

J u s t  f iv e  y e a r s  a g o  I f o u n d  m y s e l f  a g a in  s i t ­

t i n g  a m o n g  p e o p le  w h o  c a m e  to g e th e r  b e c a u s e  

o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r i s m a t i c  t e a c h e r ,  w h o  d r e w  u s  

t o  h im  f o r  s im i l a r  p u r p o s e s  —  w a k in g  u p ,  b e ­

c o m i n g  c l e a r  o f  o u r  p s y c h o - e m o t i o n a l  

c o n d i t io n i n g s  s o  w e  c o u ld  l iv e  m o r e  p a s s io n a t e ,  

f u l l - b o d ie d  a n d  f u l l - b lo o d e d  l iv e s .  M o s t  o f  th e  

w o r k  in  th i s  c o m m u n i ty ,  w h ic h  h a d  b a s e s /h o u s e s  

in  C a l i f o r n ia ,  E n g la n d ,  I c e l a n d ,  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  

G e r m a n y ,  a s  w e ll  a s  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia ,  w a s  to  

a w a k e n  e m o t io n a l ly  a n d  s p i r i t u a l ly  b y  g e t t in g  

in  t o u c h  w i th  o u r  f e a r s ,  o u r  d e e p  g r ie v in g  f r o m  

c h i ld h o o d  w o u n d s ,  o u r  r e p r e s s e d  r a g e  f r o m  w h a t  

h a p p e n e d  to  u s ,  o u r  r ig i d  s e x u a l  p o s tu r in g s  th a t  

m a n y  o f  u s  p s y c h i c a l l y  

a b s o r b e d  f r o m  w e s t e r n  

r e l ig io n s .

T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

c o m m u n i t y  e m p h a s i z e d  

s e x u a l i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  

d e e p  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  o u r  

c o r e  n e u r o s e s  a n d  p a in .

I t  b e c a m e  i n ­

c r e d ib ly  v u ln e r a b le  to  “ d o  

w o r k  o n  o u r  s e x u a l i t y ”  

w i th  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  

w h o s e  c o m p a s s io n  c o u ld  b e  h ig h  o r  lo w  d e p e n d ­

in g  o n  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  m o o d  o f  th e  t e a c h e r  o r  th e  

m in d  o f  th e  g ro u p .  U s u a l ly  th e r e  w a s  m u c h  c o m ­

p a s s io n  f o r  th e  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a d  th e  c o u r a g e  to  

g o  in to  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  c i r c le  a n d  s ta r t  “ w o r k -



in g ,”  w h e th e r  i t  w a s  p r e m a tu r e  e j a c u la t io n ,  d e ­

p e n d e n c e  o n  m o t h e r  i s s u e ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n x ie ty ,  

p le a s in g  e n e rg y , w i th h o ld in g  o r g a s m ic  im p u ls e s ,  

“ n e e d in g  a  m a n ”  c o m p le x ,  m u r d e r o u s  f e e l in g s  

o f  j e a lo u s y ,  j u s t  w a n t i n g  to  “ f u c k ,”  p o s s e s s iv e ­

n e s s ,  a t t r a c t io n  to  v io l e n t  p o r n o g r a p h y ,  b e in g  

p s y c h ic a l ly  p o s s e s s e d  b y  o n e ’s m o t h e r  o r  f a th e r  

o r  r a p i s t  w h o  d i d n ’t  w a n t  to  l e a v e  th e  b e d r o o m .. .  

I t w a s  m u c h  e a s i e r  a n d  q u i t e  m i ld e r  to  g e t  in to  

v a r io u s  p s y c h o - e m o t io n a l  d i f f i c u l t ie s  in  c o m m u ­

n i ty  l i v in g  s u c h  a s  p r o b le m s  l i v in g  w i th  A n n e  

M a r ie  o r  h a t in g  th e  w r i t in g  a s s ig n m e n ts ,  o r  c o u ld  

H a r o ld  m a k e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  m o n e y  s o  h is  c h i l ­

d r e n  c o u ld  g o  to  g y m n a s t ic s  ( o r  w h a te v e r ) . . .  b u t  

w h e n  it c a m e  to  r e v e a l in g ,  e x p o s in g ,  a n d  u n v e i l ­

in g  o u r  s e x u a l  s t u f f  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  c o m m u n i ty . . .  

i t  w a s  t e r r i f y in g l y  H O T !

In  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  m e e t in g ,  I r e m e m b e r ,  a s  

w e  a l l  s a t  o n  c u s h io n s  in  a  c i r c le  o n  th e  c a r p e te d  

f lo o r ,  I w a s  a s k e d  b y  th e  t e a c h e r  to  c o m e  o u t  in  

th e  m id d le  a n d  s h o w  e v e r y o n e  h o w  I m a d e  lo v e  

to  m y  n e w e s t  lo v e r . I w a s  e x t r e m e ly  r e lu c ta n t .  

W h o  is  th i s  j e r k  a n y w a y ? !  B u t  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  a c ­

c u m u la t io n  o f  fe a r ,  t r u s t ,  d e s i r e  to  r e v e a l  m o r e  

o f  m y  s e x u a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  a  b i t  o f  m y  w i l l i n g ­

n e s s  to  s h o w - o f f  m y  s e x u a l  p r o w e s s  I s u r r e n ­

d e r e d  a n d  b e g a n  to  m o v e  a n d  a c t  w i th  th e  in v i s ­

ib le  p a r tn e r .  A f te r w a r d s ,  th e  g u id e  a s k e d  th e  r e s t  

o f  th e  g r o u p  w h a t  th e i r  in tu i t i v e  a n d  e m o t io n a l /  

b o d i ly  r e s p o n s e  to  w h a t  th e y  h a d  s e e n  a s  th e y  

w a tc h e d  m y  m o v e m e n ts .  S o m e  s a id  I lo o k e d  v e ry  

lo n e ly . (“ W e ll,  o f  c o u r s e  s tu p id ! ”  I s c r e a m e d  in ­

te rn a l ly ,  “ I ’m  m o v in g  b y  m y s e l f ! ” ) O th e r s  s a id  I 

w a s  s im p ly  p e r f o r m i n g  a n d  th e r e  d i d n ’t s e e m  to  

b e  a n y  in t im a c y  o r  v u ln e r a b i l i ty  e m a n a t i n g  f ro m  

m y  “ b e i n g .”  I g o t  d e f e n s i v e  in i t i a l ly  b u t  k n e w  

th e y  w e r e  r ig h t .  1 f e l t  s o  n a k e d ,  s o  u t t e r ly  d a m ­

a g e d  th a t  s o m e h o w  I n e e d e d  a  t r i b e ,  a  c o m m u ­

n i t y  o f  r e a l  in t im a te  f r i e n d s  to  s h a r e  e v e ry th in g  

s o  I c o u ld  b e c o m e  h e a le d .  W h y  c o u l d n ’t  a l l  th is  

s t u f f  ( th e  s e c r e t s ,  t h e  a c t in g  o u t s ,  th e  s h a m e ,  th e  

a b u s iv e  r a m p a g e s . . . )  b e  w o rk e d  o n  a l r e a d y ?  W h a t 

h a p p e n e d  to  o u r  c u l tu r e ,  to  o u r  m o d e m  d a y  c u l ­

tu r e  th a t  p e o p le  h a d  to  g o  th r o u g h  a l l th i s  p a in  

a n d  s u f f e r in g  in  o r d e r  to  h e a l?  In  a n y  e v e n t ,  th e  

v u ln e r a b i l i ty  b e c a m e  s o  d o m i n a n t  th a t  I c o u ld  

n o  lo n g e r  h o ld  b a c k  th e  te a r s  a n d  s u d d e n ly  b r o k e  

d o w n  in  th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h a t  r o o m . F o r tu n a t e ly ,  

o th e r  p e o p le  in  th e  r o o m  s h a r e d  in  m y  g r ie v in g ,  

g iv in g  n o t  o n ly  v a l id i t y  to  m y  p r e s e n t  f e e l in g s  

b u t  in  k n o w in g  th a t  th e y  a l s o  h a v e  d e e p  w o u n d s  

a r o u n d  th e i r  s e x u a l i ty .  T h e s e  w o u n d s ,  s h a r e d  

w o u n d s ,  s o o n  b e c a m e  o u r  b o n d s  ( a n d  la te r  th e y  

b e c a m e  o u r  b o n d a g e ;  b u t  t h a t ’s  a n o t h e r  s to ry ) .

O n e  o f  th e  m a in  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  th e  w o r k  o n  

o u r  s e x u a l  h e a l in g  w a s  o u r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  b e  

v u ln e r a b l e  b u t  n o t  m u s h  b a l l s ,  p o t e n t  b u t  n o t  

c o c k y . W e  w e r e  a lw a y s  in  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  d e e p e r  

t r u th  ( b e h in d  th e  a p p a re n t  r e a l i t y )  a n d  s e x  w a s  

th e  p la c e  w h e r e  o n e  c o u ld  h id e  o n e ’s d e e p e r  ( ru th  

a n d  p a r a d o x ic a l ly  it w a s  o f te n  th e  p la c e  w h e r e  

d e e p  t r u s t  a n d  d e e p  b o n d s  o f  in t im a c y  c o u l d  b e  

c r e a te d  a n d  d e v e lo p e d .  F o r  m a n y  o f  th e  m e n ,  it  

w a s  e i t h e r  o u r  p e r f o r m a n c e  o b s e s s io n ,  o u r  j u d g ­

m e n ta l  m in d s ,  o u r  la c k  o f  b e i n g  v u ln e r a b le ,  o u r

q u ic k  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  o u r  p e n i s e s  r a t h e r  th a n  

f r o m  o u r  h e a r t s  th a t  b e c a m e  g r i s t  f o r  o u r  s e x u a l  

h e a l in g .  A n d  b e c a u s e  a l l th i s  w a s  d a i ly  s h a r e d  in  

th e  in d iv id u a l  h o u s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  in  th e  l a r g e r  c o m ­

m u n i ty ,  it  c r e a te d  a  v e r y  h e a l th y  g r o u n d  f o r  u s  

m e n  to  r e la te  to  e a c h  o th e r ... ta lk in g ,  s h a r in g ,  c r y ­

in g ,  w r e s t l i n g ,  a c t in g  o u t  o u r  j e a lo u s i e s ,  r e v e a l ­

in g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  o f  w h o  w e  w e r e  a n d  w h o  w e  

w e r e  n o t .  W e  w e r e  th e r e  t o  h e a l  th e  e m o t io n a l  

a n d  s p i r i tu a l  v a c u i ty  o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  a n d  w e  

k n e w  in s t i n c t iv e ly  th a t  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  s e x  

w a s  a t  th e  c o r e  o f  n o t  o n ly  o u r  o w n  h e a l in g  b u t  

h e a l in g  th e  p la n e t  a s  w e ll .

W e  w e r e  n o t  “ m a k in g  lo v e ”  a l l  th e  t im e , 

n o t  l ik e  in  th e  p r e v io u s  e x p e r i m e n t  m e n t io n e d  

a b o v e .  I t  w a s  m o r e  o f  a  s e r ia l  m o n o g a m y  [ e v e n  

th o u g h  th e  t c a c h e r /g u id e  h a d  u p  to  f o u r  lo v e r s  

s im u l t a n e o u s l y ,  th r e e  w h o  l i v e d  in  th e  s a m e  

h o u s e h o ld ;  a n d  th e r e  w a s  a n  e x p e r i m e n t  f o r  th e  

m e n  to  h a v e  m o r e  th a n  o n e  lo v e r  b e f o r e  I a r ­

r iv e d .  I l e a r n e d  f ro m  m a n y  p e o p l e  th a t  it w a s  a  

d i s m a l  f a i lu r e .]  a n d  i t  d e p e n d e d  o n  o u r  n e e d ,  o u r  

p h a s e  o f  “ d e v e lo p m e n t ,”  a n d  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  p o ­

te n t ia l  lo v e r s .  B u t  m o r e  th a n  th a t ,  i t  to o k  c o u r ­

a g e  to  s ta r t  m a k in g  lo v e  b e c a u s e  w e  k n e w  th a t ,  

o n c e  y o u  s t a r t e d ,  a l l  

y o u r  s t u f f  w o u l d  b e  

o u t  in  th e  o p e n .  A n d ,  

e v e n  i f  y o u  h a d  3 -6  s e ­

r ia l  m o n o g a m o u s  r e la ­

t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  th e  

l i f e t i m e  o f  th e  c o m ­

m u n i t y ,  y o u r  s t u f f  

w o u ld  c o m e  u p  a g a in  

a n d  a g a i n .  W h e t h e r  

y o u r  s t u f f  w a s  f e a r  o f  in t im a c y , a d d ic t i o n  to  p o r ­

n o g r a p h y  o r  f e a r  o f  e n t e r in g  th o s e  m y s te r io u s  

p s y c h ic  a n d  s p i r i tu a l  r e a lm s . . .  it  w a s  j u s t  th a t . . .  

y o u r  s tu f f .  A n d  it w a s  v e ry  r e v e a l in g  a n d  c a n  b e  

v e r y  h e a l in g !  H o w  m a n y  p e o p le  c h a n g e  p a r tn e r s  

th i n k in g  th a t  th e y  w il l  f in d  s o m e o n e  w h o  w il l  

b e  s o  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  th e  o n e  b e f o r e .  In  th e  c o m ­

m u n i ty ,  th e y  w e r e  a l l  th e r e . . .  a l l  y o u r  lo v e r s ,  th e  

j e a lo u s  o n e s ,  th e  o n e s  w h o  h a t e d  y o u ,  th e  o n e s  

w h o  a d o r e d  y o u ,  th e  p e o p le  y o u  w a n te d  to  a v o id  

a t  a l l c o s ts . . .  a l l th e r e . . .  a l l  th e  s e x u a l  e n e rg y ,  p o s ­

s e s s iv e  e n e rg y ,  j e a lo u s  e n e rg y ,  c r a z y  m a d  e n e rg y  

a l l  s w i r l in g  to g e th e r  m a k in g  f o r  a  v e r y  b iz a r r e  

r a d i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t  in  l iv in g .

A n o th e r  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y  th a t  w a s  

v e r y  h e a l in g  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  u s  w a s  th e  f r e e d o m  

a n d  s p a c e  t o  to u c h  e a c h  o th e r .  N o t  o n ly  w a s  

m a s s a g e  a n d  b o d y  w o r k  a n  in te g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  

c o m m u n i t y  in  o u r  h e a l in g  p r o c e s s  b u t  w e  w o u ld  

f r e q u e n t ly  a n d  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  m o v e  in to  “ g e r b i l  

p i l e s ”  —  s m a l l  g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e  l a y in g  o n  th e  

f lo o r  o r  o n  a  b e d ,  o r  o n  c o u c h e s  w i th  h e a d s  o n  

to r s o s ,  l e g s  a t o p  o f  le g s ,  f a c e s  in  s o m e o n e ’s 

b e l ly . . .  y o u  g e t  t h e  p ic tu r e .  T h e  p i l e s  c o u ld  la s t  

f r o m  te n  m i n u te s  to  a n  h o u r  d e p e n d in g .  T h e y  

w e r e  v e r y  n o u r i s h in g  —  a  s u r r e n d e r in g  to  a  t r ib e  

o f  p e o p le  w h o  n e e d e d  s im p le  to u c h  w h o  w e r e  

o p e n  to  r e c e iv in g  h e a l in g  e n e rg i e s  r a t h e r  th a n  

p e r p e tu a l ly  l i v in g  in  a  p h y s ic a l ly  i s o la te d  e n v i ­

r o n m e n t  fu l l  o f  m e n ta l  f a n t a s ie s  d e l u d e d ly  “ c o n ­

n e c t in g ”  u s  s o m e h o w , e i t h e r  b y  m a s t u r b a t i n g  

w i th  e r o t ic a  o r  r o m a n c e  n o v e l s  o r  f o o d  o r  o v e r ­

w o r k ,  a n y t h in g  to  k e e p  u s  d i s t r a c te d  f ro m  s o m e  

o f  o u r  b a s ic  n e e d s ,  t h o s e  p r im a l  a n im a l ,  t r ib a l  

n e e d s  o f  to u c h ,  w a r m th  a n d  s o c ia l  in t im a c y  th a t  

g o t  t e r r ib ly  s a c r i f i c e d  a l o n g  th e  w a y .

O n e  th i n g  th a t  m a n y  o f  u s  f e l t  a f t e r  h a v in g  

h a d  s u c h  r e g u l a r  c o n ta c t  o f  to u c h  ( w h e th e r  it w a s  

b e i n g  m a s s a g e d ,  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  th e  g e r b i l  p i l e s  

o r  s im p ly  in t e r a c t in g  w i th  p e r s o n s  in  g e n u in e ly  

a n d  d e e p ly  f e l t  w a y s  —  o r  a l l  th e  a b o v e )  w a s  

th a t  th a t  in c e s s a n t  d e m a n d  f o r  s e x ,  f o r  r e l e a s e  

( w h e th e r  im a g in e d  o r  r e a l ) ,  d i s s ip a t e d . . .  lo s t  i ts  

o v e r w h e lm in g  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  c o n t r o l .  I t ’s n o t  

th a t  i t  w e n t  a w a y . B y  n o  m e a n s !  I t ’s j u s t  th a t  w h e n  

s o m e  o f  o u r  “ p r im a l”  n e e d s  g o t  m e t  w e  b e c a m e  

f r e e r  to  m o v e  o n ,  to  g o  d e e p e r . . .  S o  w h e n  w e  d id  

e n g a g e  s e x u a l ly  w i th  a  l o v e r  w e  c o u ld  g o  d e e p e r  

in to  a r e a s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  in a c c e s s ib le  b e f o r e .  F o r  

e x a m p le ,  i f  o n e  is  n o t  g e t t in g  to u c h e d ,  m a s s a g e d  

o r  h a v in g  s o m e  b a s ic  p r im a l  n e e d s  b e in g  m e t ,  

s e x  m a y  b e c o m e  th e  p la c e  f o r  m a n y  o f  th o s e  

n e e d s  to  b e c o m e  s a t i s f i e d .  T h a t  p u t s  a  lo t  o f  u n ­

n e c e s s a r y  p r e s s u r e  o n  “ h a v in g ”  s e x ,  w h e r e  it r e ­

a l ly  d o e s n ’t b e lo n g .  I t  p u t s  im m e n s e  p r e s s u r e  o n  

g u a r a n t e e i n g  th e  s u r ­

v i v a l  o f  t h a t  p l a c e  

w h e r e  y o u r  n e e d s  a r e  

b e i n g  m e t .  I t ’s  n o  

w o n d e r  w h y  p e o p l e  

s ta r t  lo s in g  th e i r  n a t u ­

ra l  w i ld n e s s  a n d  s ta r t  

to  d e c e i v e  a n d  k e e p  

s e c r e t s  f r o m  e a c h  

o t h e r  o u t  o f  f e a r  o f  

a b a n d o n m e n t  o r  f e a r  o f  lo s in g  th a t  p la c e ,  th a t  

s a n c t u a r y  w h e r e  s o m e  o f  th o s e  p r im a l  n e e d s  a r e  

b e i n g  m e t .  H a v in g  s e x  w i th  s o  m a n y  h id d e n  

a g e n d a s  a n d  s e c r e t s  a n d  r e p r e s s e d  f e e l in g s  h a n g ­

in g  o u t  o n  th e  b e d r o o m ’s  w a l l s  m a k e s  f o r  s o m e  

r a th e r  b o r in g  a n d  d a n g e ro u s  lo v e  m a k in g .  O n  th e  

o th e r  h a n d ,  w h e n  tw o  p e o p le  a r e  in  th e i r  c o r e ,  

b e i n g  b o th  p o te n t ly  a l iv e  a n d  v u ln e r a b le ,  th a t  

r a w n e s s  a n d  o p e n n e s s  ( b o th  e m o t io n a l ly  a n d  

p h y s ic a l ly )  c a n  m a k e  f o r  s o m e  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l ,  

e x c i t i n g ,  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  a n d  p a s s i o n a t e  

lo v e m a k in g .

F o r  e x a m p le ,  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty ,  t e l l i n g  th e  

t r u th  r a n k e d  v e r y  h ig h .  P e o p le ’s  b u l l s h i t  d e t e c ­

to r s  a n d  th e i r  in tu i t i o n s  w e r e  d e e p ly  v a lu e d  a n d  

c o n s t a n t ly  b e i n g  d e v e lo p e d .  B e c a u s e  o f  th i s  I 

c o u l d n ’t  h e lp  b u t  le t  g o  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s t r a t e g ie s  

I h a d  u s e d  to  s e d u c e  w o m e n .  A n y  f a l s e n e s s  s tu c k  

o u t  l ik e  a n  e r e c t io n  a t  a  c h o i r  r e h e a r s a l .  S o , o n e  

t i m e  w h e n  I w a s  w i th  m y  lo v e r ,  D a r le n e ,  w h o  

h a d  b e e n  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty  lo n g e r  th a n  I a n d  w h o  

h a d  m u c h  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e  th a n  I in  a l l  th i s  “ tru th  

t e l l i n g  b u s in e s s ”  —  I f o u n d  m y s e l f  b e c o m in g  

q u i t e  u n c o m f o r ta b le  in  s h e d d in g  th e  p r e t e n s e s  

a n d  o p e n in g  to  f e e l in g s  I h a d  n e v e r  a l lo w e d  a  

w o m a n  to  s e e  ( a s s u m in g  th a t  i f  th e y  s a w  a n d  fe l t  

m y  v u ln e r a b i l i t i e s  a n d  r e a l  f e e l in g s  —  w h a te v e r  

th e y  m ig h t  b e  —  t h e y ’d  b e  o u t  o f  th a t  b e d r o o m  

b u t  f a s t ,  a s  f a s t  a s  a  g a z e l le  r u n n in g  a w a y  f r o m  a  

s ta lk in g  tig e r ) .  T h e s e  w o m e n  ( in  th e  c o m m u n i ty )



e n c o u r a g e d  u s  m e n  to  b e  o p e n  a n d  h o n e s t  w i th  

o u r  f e e l in g s  ( w h e th e r  th e y  w e r e  f e e l in g s  o f  m i s ­

t r u s t ,  a n g e r ,  g r ie f ,  u n c o n t r o l l a b le  e c s ta s y ,  o r g i ­

a s t i c  h o o t in g  a n d  h o w lin g . . .  w h a te v e r ) .  In  f a c t ,  

it  a c tu a l ly  t u r n e d  th e m  o n ,  w h ic h  k e p t  s u r p r i s in g  

u s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t ly ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  th o s e  c r i t i c a l  

t im e s  w h e n  w e  th o u g h t  “ t h e y ’r e  n e v e r  g o in g  to  

lo v e  m e  n o w  a f t e r  h a v in g  j u s t  r e v e a le d  a l l  th i s  

d a r k  s h i t ! ”

S o , o n  o n e  p a r ­

t i c u la r  n ig h t  a s  I  w a s  

s u c k i n g  D a r l e n e ’s 

b r e a s t s ,  s u d d e n l y  

f ro m  o u t  o f  n o w h e r e  

I w a s  n o  lo n g e r  p e r ­

f o r m in g  a n d  s e e in g  

h e r  w i t h  m y  u s u a l  

g r a s p in g  p o r n o  im ­

a g e  o f  r o m a n t ic iz e d  

d e s ire . S u d d e n ly  a  d e e p  h e a v in g  o f  m y  c h e s t  g re w  

o p e n  w i th  m u c h  g r i e f  o f  w h a t  I h a d  d o n e  w i th  

w o m e n  in  th e  p a s t  —  a l l  th e  tu r n in g  a w a y  f r o m  

m y  t ru th ,  a l l th e  p e c u l ia r  s t r a te g ie s  to  p le a s e  th e m  

s o  I c o u ld  k e e p  th e m .. .  S lo w ly  a n d  m y s te r io u s ly  

th e y  a l l g a v e  w a y  to  th e  d e e p e r  f e e l in g s  a n d  I 

f o u n d  m y s e l f  w a i l in g  a n d  g r ie v in g  l ik e  a  n e w ­

b o r n  in f a n t  s u c k in g  D a r l e n e ’s  b r e a s t  o f  p r im a l  

n u r tu r a n c e .  I s u c k le d  a s  I c r i e d  a n d  c r i e d  a s  I 

s u c k le d  u n ti l  I h a d  a n  e r e c t io n  th a t  to t a l l y  p e r ­

p le x e d  m y  “ m i n d .”  I a c tu a l ly  th o u g h t  in i t ia l ly  

th a t  I h a d  t r u ly  lo s t  it , th a t  I h a d  f in a l ly  b e c o m e  

th a t  p e r v e r t  w h o  I h a d  a lw a y s  in t im a te d  I w a s  in  

m y  d a r k e s t  m o m e n t s .  B u t  n o t  s o .  M y  h e a r t  

o p e n e d  a n d  m y  p e n i s  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  r e s p o n d e d .  

“ I”  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  in  c o n t r o l .  N e i t h e r  f a n t a s ie s  

n o r  w i ld  s t im u la t io n s  f ro m  o u ts id e  w e r e  n e c e s ­

s a r y  to  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  e r e c t i o n .  S p o n t a n e o u s  

m o v e m e n t s ,  r a w n e s s  o f  b o th  h e a r t  a n d  lu s t  

s w i r le d  to g e th e r  to  g iv e  o u r  b o d ie s  a  p le a s u r e  

th a t  w e n t  w a y  b e y o n d  m e d io c r i ty  a n d  s a fe ty . W e  

h a d  e n t e r e d  a  z o n e  o f  u n k n o w in g n e s s  t h a t  w a s  

d e l ig h t f u l ly  te r r i f y in g .

A n o th e r  f e a tu r e  o f  m a k in g  lo v e  in  th e  c o m ­

m u n i ty  th a t  b le w  m y  m in d  w a s  th a t  a s  th e  t r i b e  

e v o l v e d  in to  a  m o r e  te le p a th ic ,  e m p a th i c ,  in t i ­

m a te  o r g a n i s m  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  in c r e a s e  in  d e p e n ­

d e n c y  o n  e a c h  o th e r  f o r  s u p p o r t  in  v a r io u s  w a y s  

( m o n e y ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  t r a v e l ,  i n s u r a n c e ,  w o r k ,  

s e x u a l ,  s p i r i t u a l  c a m a r a d e r ie ,  th e r a p e u t i c . . . )  a n d  

a  g ro w in g  c o m p a s s io n  fo r  e a c h  o th e r  d u e  to  le a rn ­

in g  m o r e  a b o u t  e a c h  p e r s o n ’s c o r e  n e u r o s e s  a n d  

th e i r  in d iv id u a l  s t r u g g le s  to  w o r k  s a n e ly  w i th  

th e m .. .  w e  w e n t  d e e p e r  in  w a y s  th a t  w e r e  to t a l l y  

u n k n o w n  to  u s .  W h e n  p e o p le  m a d e  lo v e  it w a s n ’t 

in  a n  ig lo o  o f  s e p a ra t io n ,  c u t  o f f  f r o m  y o u r  f r ie n d s  

l i v in g  d o w n  th e  h a l lw a y . O n e  a c tu a l ly  f e l t  l ik e  

y o u  w e r e  m a k in g  lo v e  to  th e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i ty .  

G r a n te d ,  w e  a l l  r e a d  T h e  K in  o f  A la  a n d  o th e r  

b o o k s  th a t  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  b e a u ty  o f  t r ib a l  l i v ­

in g  a n d  t r u l y  w o r k in g  to g e th e r  f o r  th e  c o m m o n  

g o o d ;  b u t  n o th in g  p r e p a r e d  u s  to  e x p e r ie n c e  th e s e  

p a r t i c u l a r  f e e l in g s .

W h e n  p e o p le  s ta y e d  r a w  a n d  w ild  a n d  o p e n  

in  th e i r  l o v e - m a k i n g  a n d  r e m a in e d  c o n n e c te d  

w ith  o th e r s  in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  h o u s e s ,  th e i r  lo v e ­

m a k in g  o f te n  t im e s  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  f r o m  th e i r  b e d ­

r o o m s  a n d  a c tu a l ly  c o u ld  b e f e l l .  P e o p le  fe l t  g iv e n  

to . . .  th e  e n e rg y  w a s  n o t  s u c k e d  a w a y  in to  a n  i n ­

s u l a r  tw o - s o m e  b u t  b lo s s o m e d  o u t .  W h e n  lo v e r s  

s im p ly  lo v e d  th e ir  lo v e r s  a n d  r e m a in e d  c o n n e c te d  

w i th  th e  o th e r s  —  a n d  w e r e  m a k in g  lo v e  w h i le  

th e y  w e r e  a l r e a d y  h a p p y  a n d  n o t  d o in g  i t  to  g e t  

s o m e p l a c e  o r  s o m e t h in g  —  th e n  th e i r  lo v in g  

p r e s e n c e  e x u d e d  

o u tw a r d . . .  th e  e n ­

e r g y  w a s  s o  s t r o n g  

a t  t im e s  y o u  c o u ld  

t a s t e  i t  c o m in g  o u t  

o f  th e  w a l l s .

S a l l ie  T is d a le ,  in  

h e r  r e c e n t  b o o k  

c a l le d  T a lk  D i r ty  To 

M e :  A n  I n t i m a t e  

P h i lo s o p h y  o f  S e x  

w r i te s  th a t  s h e  h a d  

a lw a y s  b e e n  e n t r a n c e d  b y  th e  c o m m u n a l  h o m e s  

o f  c e r t a in  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r ib e s . . .  “ im a g in in g  

m a n y  p e o p le  b e d d in g  d o w n  to g e th e r ,  th e i r  o d o r s  

m i n g l in g ,  b o d ie s  e n t w i n e d  in  s le e p . . .  h e a r i n g  

v a g u e ly  th e  d is ta n t ,  w h is p e r e d  s o u n d s  o f  p l e a ­

s u r e  a n d  e x c i te m e n t  p o l i t e l y  m u te d . . .  B u t  s u c h  

s c e n e s  s e e m  v e r y  f a r  a w a y . H e r e  I a m ,  in  th e  

p a t r ia r c h a l ,  m a te r ia l i s t i c ,  s e x - d r e n c h e d ,  s e x - p h o ­

b ic  W e s t  —  a n d  w h o  h a v e  I b e c o m e ,  h e r e ? ”  F ir s t  

o f f ,  i t ’s te r r ib ly  s a d  th a t  w i th  h e r  a l l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  

s e a r c h in g ,  s h e  n e v e r  c a m e  c lo s e  to  a n y th in g  l ik e  

s h e  h a d  d r e a m e d  o f . I f e e l  v e r y  f o r tu n a te  to  h a v e  

c o m e  p r e t ty  c lo s e  to  th a t  tr ib a l in t im a c y  th a t  s o m e  

A m e r i c a n s  d r e a m  o f  r e tu r n in g  to  o r  o f  d is c o v e r ­

in g  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  B u t  I d o n ’t  w a n t  to  g e t  to o  

r o m a n t ic  a b o u t  a l l  th is . W e  h a v e  f a r  to o  m u c h  

r o m a n c e  a b o u t  h o w  th in g s  w e r e  in  t r i b a l  c o m ­

m u n i t ie s .  I th in k  it g iv e s  u s  a  w a y  o u t  s o  w e  d o n ’t 

h a v e  to  w o r k  a t  w a y s  to  r e - c r e a te  t h a t  s e n s e  o f  

p o w e r f u l  c o m m u n i t y  h e r e  a n d  n o w .

It t a k e s  m u c h  w o rk .  I t ta k e s  m u c h  w o r k  o n  

o n e s e l f  to  le t  g o  o f  th e  o b s e s s iv e  in d iv id u a l i s t i c  

t e n d e n c ie s  in  m o d e m  m a n  a n d  w o m a n .  M o s t  e v ­

e r y th in g  in  u s ,  o u r  m o d e rn i ty ,  o u r  d e lu s io n s ,  o u r  

d e n ia ls  a n d  d is t r a c t io n s  a n d  c o m p u ls io n s  a n d  a d ­

d ic t io n s  m i l i t a te  a g a in s t  w h a t  r e a l  c o m m u n i ty  is  

a l l  a b o u t .  O f te n  w e  w o u ld  s u c c u m b  to  b o u ts  o f  

m u r d e r o u s  je a lo u s ie s  o r  in d u lg e  in  th e  s e x u a l p e r ­

f o r m a n c e  c r a p  o r  s le e p i ly  w a l l o w  in  s e n s a t io n  

a n d  fo r g e t  w h o  w e  w e r e  w ith .  W h e n  th o s e  th in g s  

o c c u r r e d  w e  w e r e  e x p e c te d  to  b r e a k  o u t  o f  th e  

“ c u l t  o f  tw o ”  t r a p p in g s  a n d  a s k  f o r  h e lp  f ro m  

o th e r  p e o p le  in  th e  h o u s e  o r  th e  c o m m u n i ty .  C a n  

y o u  im a g in e  s u c h  a  r a d i c a l  a c t ,  le t  a l o n e  r a d ic a l  

id e a ?  C a n  y o u  im a g in e  y o u r  m o t h e r  c a l l i n g  u p  

h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d 's  h u s b a n d  a n d  h a v in g  th e m  b o th  

c o m e  o v e r  to  h e lp  y o u r  m o t h e r  d e a l  w i th  a  v e r y  

s t i c k y  a n d  h ig h ly  e m o t io n a l  f ig h t  a r o u n d  y o u r  

m o t h e r ’s h u s b a n d 's  in c e s s a n t  a n d  h a b i tu a l  s e x u a l 

d if f i c u l ty  ( w h a te v e r  it is )?  In  th e  c o m m u n i ty  th e re  

w a s  a  g r o w in g  a g r e e m e n t ,  a lb e i t  a  r e l u c ta n t  o n e ,  

th a t  w e  w o u ld  in t e r f e r e  i f  w e  s a w , h e a rd ,  s e n s e d  

o r  f e l t  i f  “ s o m e th in g  w a s  o f f .”

T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  m a n y  t i m e s  w h e n  lo v e r s  

w h o  h a d  g o n e  to  b e d  a n t ic ip a t in g  a  w o n d r o u s  

e v e n t  w o u ld  la te r  b e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  s o m e  o f  th e i r

m o s t  c h a l le n g i n g  p e r s o n a l  w o r k . . .  b e in g  c h a l ­

le n g e d  b y  y o u r  m a te  o f  s e x u a l ly  p e r f o r m i n g  a s  

a n  a u to m a to n  in  o r d e r  to  c o m p e n s a te  f o r  h is  o r  

h e r  u n s p o k e n  in s e c u r i t i e s ;  o r  s u d d e n ly  y o u r  p a r t ­

n e r  r a d i c a l l y  t r a n s f o r m s  in to  th e i r  m o t h e r  ( v ia  

p s y c h ic  p o s s e s s io n  o r  in v a s io n )  a n d  w a n ts  to  “ c u t  

y o u r  f u c k in g  b a l ls  o f f ’... o r  c o u n t le s s  o th e r  m in i ­

t r a g e d i e s  w h ic h  o f t e n  t i m e s  d e m a n d e d  o th e r  

p e o p le  e n t e r  in to  th e  s c e n e  s o  th in g s  c o u ld  b e  

w o r k e d  o u t ,  r e s o lv e d ,  u n d e r s to o d ,  h e a l e d . . .

S o ,  lo o k in g  b a c k  o n  i t  to d a y ,  th e r e  w e r e  

m a n y  a d v a n ta g e s  in  th e s e  r a d i c a l  e x p e r im e n ta l  

m e th o d o lo g ie s  to  a s s i s t  u s  in  o u r  s e x u a l  h e a l in g .  

L ik e  in  a n y  e n d e a v o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  t r a n s f o r ­

m a t iv e  p s y c h o lo g i e s  d e p a r tm e n t ,  th e y  a r e  r a m ­

p a n t  w i th  p a r a d o x e s .  O n e  p e r s o n ’s  h e a l in g  is  a n ­

o th e r  p e r s o n ’s n ig h t m a r e  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a .

B e c a u s e  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  a r e  to o  

le n g th y  to  d i s c u s s  in  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e s s a y ,  b o th  

c o m m u n i t i e s  t e n n in a t e d .  M is t r u s t ,  f e e l i n g s  o f  

a c u te  b e t r a y a l  a n d  f e e l in g s  o f  d e e p  g r i e f  a n d  lo s s , 

a s  w e l l  a s  r e l ie f ,  w e r e  e x p e r i e n c e d .  A s  f a r  a s  o u r  

s e x u a l i ty  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  m a n y  o f  th e  f o r m e r  m e m ­

b e r s  a r e  to t a l l y  r e l i e v e d  th a t  n o  o n e  is  w a tc h in g  

o v e r  th e m ;  n o  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r / c u l t  m e m b e r  

o r  f r ie n d  w i l l  c o m e  k n o c k i n g  o n  th e i r  d o o r  in  

th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n ig h t  w h e n  th e y  h e a r  s o u n d s  

o f  c r y in g ,  a n g e r  o r  a b u s e  a n d  d e m a n d  th a t  y o u  

w o r k  o n  y o u r  s tu f f .  M o s t  a r e  e i t h e r  c o u p l e d  o r  

l i v in g  a lo n e .  S o m e  o f  o u r  d e e p  b o n d s  h a v e  r e ­

m a in e d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  b e t r a y a l s  th a t  

e n s u e d .  S o m e  h a v e  e v e n  o p te d  f o r  s o m e  s im p le  

i n d i s c r im in a te  f u c k in g  to  o v e r c o m e  th e  in c e s ­

s a n t  d e m a n d  to  “ g o  d e e p e r ”  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  s e l f ­

t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o r  s p ir i tu a l  a m b i t io n .  N o w , i f  th e y  

s a y  “ g o  d e e p e r ,”  t h e y ’r e  p r o b a b ly  r e f e r r i n g  to  

th e  p e n i s  th r u s t i n g  to  th e  c e rv ix  t y p e  o f  g o in g  

d e e p e r .

S o m e  a r e  w o n d e r in g  i f  i t ’s  p o s s i b l e  th a t  

w e ’v e  b e e n  s e e k in g  a l l th e s e  a l t e r n a t iv e  w a y s  to  

a c tu a l ly  a v o id  th e  in e v i ta b le  s e t t l in g  d o w n  to  th e  

m a r i ta l  c o n v e n t io n .  B u t  s o m e  h a v e  b e e n  m a r ­

r ie d  a n d  s o m e  a r e  v e r y  c a p a b le  o f  l o v in g  m o r e  

th a n  o n e  p e r s o n .  S o m e  m a y  b e  f o o l in g  th e m ­

s e lv e s  a n d  s o m e  a r e  t r u ly  w o r k in g  o n  m a in ta in ­

in g  th e i r  in t e g r i t y  a n d  h o n e s ty  w h i l e  k e e p in g  

a l iv e  th e  w i ld n e s s .  W h e n  S te p h e n  L e v in e  [ c o ­

a u t h o r  w i th  O n d r e a  L e v in e  o f  E m b r a c in g  T h e  

B e lo v e d ]  w a s  a s k e d  i f  m o n o g a m y  w a s  e s s e n t ia l  

f o r  a  “ c o n s c io u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ”  to  w o r k  [ w h e re  

u s i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  a  p a t h  t o w a r d  s p i r i t u a l  

y o g a ] ,  h is  a n s w e r  w a s ,  “ A b s o l u te l y .  W i th o u t  

e x c e p t io n . . . I f  s o m e o n e  te l l s  u s  th a t  th e y  w a n t  to  

b e  in  a  c o n s c io u s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  a n d  n o t  b e  m o ­

n o g a m o u s ,  w e  j u s t  s a y  g o o d  lu c k .”

T h e r e  a r e  n o  s in g le  a n s w e r s ,  n o  r ig h t e o u s  

j u d g m e n t s  d e c la r in g  th a t  o n e  w a y  is  th e  r ig h t  w a y  

f o r  a l l  —  th a t  p r e s u p p o s e s  s o  m u c h  k n o t t e d  in ­

s e c u r i ty  in  o r d e r  to  p u s h  a n d  d e m a n d  a n d  d ic ta te  

w h a t  y o u  th in k  is  b e s t  o n to  o th e r s .  T o le r a n c e  a n d  

c o m p a s s io n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s ty le s ,  d i f f e r e n t  ta s te s ,  

a n d  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  o f  s e x u a l  b e h a v io r ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  p e o p l e ’s d e c is io n s ,  c h o ic e s ,  p r o c l iv i t i e s ,  la c k  

o f  d e c i s io n s ,  a d d ic t i o n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  in  a  m o d ­

e rn  g lo b a l  2 1 s t  c e n tu r y  s o c ie ty .

[ s e x u a l i t y  &  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ]





T h e  M e d i a :  A n d  T h e n  T h e r e  W e r e  S i x

D a v i d  B a r s a m i a n  I n t e r v i e w s  A u t h o r  a n d  M e d i a  C r i t i c

B E N  B A G D I K I A N

O n  T h e  R o l e s  o f  B i g  B u s i n e s s ,  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  I n d i v i d u a l s

i n  S h a p i n g  O u r  M e d i a  a n d  D e m o c r a c y

B e n  B a g d i k i a n  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  r e ­

s p e c t e d  c r i t i c s  o f  th e  m e d ia .  H e  is  th e  

w i n n e r  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  to p  p r i z e  in  

A m e r i c a n  j o u r n a l i s m ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  

P u l i t z e r .  H is  c a r e e r  a s  a  r e p o r t e r  a n d  

e d i t o r  s p a n s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s .  H e  

is  t h e  f o r m e r  D e a n  o f  th e  G r a d u a te  

S c h o o l  o f  J o u r n a l i s m  a t  th e  U n iv e r ­

s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  B e r k e l e y .  H is  

m e m o i r  is  D o u b le  V is io n . H is  c l a s s i c  

b o o k  T h e  M e d ia  M o n o p o ly  is  n o w  in  

i t s  s i x t h  e d i t i o n .  I n t e r v i e w e d  b y  

D a v id  B a r s a m ia n .  B e rk e le y ,  C a l i f o r ­

n ia ,  M a y  15 , 2 0 0 0 .

T h e  s ix th  e d i t i o n  p / 'T h c  M e d ia  M o ­

n o p o ly  j u s t  c a m e  o u t .  I n  1 9 8 3 , in  t h e  

f i r s t  e d i t io n ,  th e r e  w e r e  5 0  m a j o r  c o r ­

p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  

d o m i n a t e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  m e d ia .  S e c o n d  

e d i t io n ,  d o w n  to  2 9 . T h i r d  e d i t io n ,  

d o w n  to  2 3 . T h e n  th e r e  w e r e  14. T h e n  

th e r e  w e r e  te n . N o w  th e r e  a r e  s ix . D i d  

y o u  e x p e c t  th i s  k in d  o f  r a p i d  a c c e l ­

e r a t i o n  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ?

I d id  k n o w  th a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  te n d s  

to  m a k e  f o r  m o r e  c o n c e n t r a t io n .  I h a d  

a s s u m e d ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  a  W a s h in g to n  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  a  j o u r n a l i s t  f o r  

m a n y  y e a r s ,  a n d  s e e i n g  a n t i t r u s t  a c ­

t io n s  d u r in g  th e  19 5 0 s  a n d  19 6 0 s ,  th a t  

th e r e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  in t e r v e n t io n  

b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  a n d  

o th e r  in t e r e s te d  a g e n c ie s  l ik e  th e  F T C  

a n d  th e  F C C . W h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  h a s  

b e e n  th e  o p p o s i te .  T h e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  

e x t r e m e l y  p e r m is s i v e  a b o u t  m e r g e r s  

a n d  t a k e o v e r s  t h a t  in  th e  p a s t  w o u ld  

h a v e  i n v i t e d  c e r t a in  a n t i t r u s t  i n t e r ­

v e n t io n .  T h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  r e l ig io n ,  a n d  

i t ’s a l m o s t  a  f o r m  o f  th e o lo g y  in  th e  

m i n d s  o f  c o r p o r a t io n s ,  b e c a m e  e n ­

t r e n c h e d  w i t h  t h e  a s c e n d a n c y  o f  

R e a g a n  in  th e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 s .  I t h e l d  o f  

c o u r s e  th a t  i f  y o u  le a v e  th in g s  to  b u s i ­

n e s s ,  th e y  w il l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  p r o d u c e  

t h e  g o o d  s o c ie ty .  T h e r e  is  n o  s u c h  

t h i n g  a s  a  r e a l  f r e e  m a r k e t ,  n o r  h a s  

th e r e  e v e r  b e e n  d u r in g  th e  h i s to r y  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  A  f r e e  m a r k e t  

m e a n s  t h a t  b u s in e s s  is  f r e e  to  d o  a n y ­

t h i n g  it  w a n ts .  In  th e  n a t u r e  o f  c o m ­

p e t i t i o n ,  e v e r y  b u s in e s s  w a n ts  to  h a v e

a s  m u c h  o f  th e  s h a r e  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  a s  p o s s i b le ,  

w h e t h e r  y o u  r u n  a  c h o c o la t e  s to r e  o r  w h e t h e r  

y o u  r u n  G e n e r a l  M o to r s .  A s  o n e  s id e  s u c c e e d s ,  

t h e y  h a v e  e n o r m o u s  a d v a n ta g e s ,  m o r e  m o n e y ,  

e c o n o m ie s  o f  s c a l e  a n d  th e y  b e g i n  to  u s e  th e i r  

p o w e r s  a g a i n s t  s m a l l e r  c o m p a n i e s .  T h e r e  is  

s o m e t h in g  in  p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  m e d ia  c o r p o r a ­

t i o n s  th a t  is  n o t  s o  t r u e  in  s u c h  a  d e g r e e  w i th  

o t h e r  la r g e  c o r p o r a t io n s .  M e d ia  p o w e r  i s  p o l i t i ­

c a l  p o w e r .  T h e  m a s s  m e d ia  s t a n d  b e t w e e n  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  a n d  th e  p e o p l e  

w h o  v o te  f o r  th e m  o r  d o n ’t  v o t e  f o r  th e m .  T h e y  

m u s t  b e  f i l t e r e d  th r o u g h  th e  m a s s  m e d ia .  S o  th e  

m a s s  m e d ia  h a v e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r .  T h a t  p o w e r  

a n d  i t s  im p a c t  u p o n  g o v e r n m e n t  in  p r a c t i c a l l y  

im m o b i l i z i n g  a n t i t r u s t  a c t i o n  o n  m e d ia  m e r g ­

e r s  d id  s u r p r i s e  m e .

D o e s  t h a t  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  p e r m is s i v e n e s s  a s  y o u  

d e s c r i b e  i t ?

T h a t  p lu s  th e  e n d  o f  th e  C o ld  W a r. T h e  c o l l a p s e  

o f  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n  e n c o u r a g e d  th o s e  w h o  a r e  

f o r  n o  g o v e r n m e n t  in t e r v e n t io n  in  th e  e c o n o m y  

to  s a y , S e e ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  p l a n n in g  in  th e  S o v ie t  

U n io n  p r o d u c e d  f a i lu r e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w h a t  w e  

m u s t  h a v e  is  n o  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r v e n t io n .  T h e  

e p i to m e  o f  th a t  w a s  t h e  19 9 4  C o n g r e s s .  T h e y  

c a m e  in  w i th  th e  id e a  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  g o in g  to  

t r a s h  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  g e t  o u t  o f  to w n .  T h e y  

d id  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  t r a s h  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h ic h  

m e a n t  r e g u l a to r y  a g e n c i e s  a n d  s o  fo r th .  O n c e  

th e y  w e r e  th e r e  t h e y  d e c id e d  th e y  w o u l d  n o t  

g e t  o u t  o f  to w n .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  f o r  t e r m  l im i t s  

b e f o r e .  O n c e  th e y  g o t  in  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t e r m  l i m ­

its  w a s  a  b a d  id e a  n o w  th a t  th e y  w e r e  th e r e .  

W h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  h a s  b e e n  th a t  h i s to r i c  e v e n ts  

h a v e  g iv e n  th e  m e d ia  c o m p a n ie s  s u c h  p o w e r  

t h a t  th e y  p a s s e d  t h e  1 9 9 6  T e le c o m m u n ic a t i o n s  

A c t .  T h a t  w a s  d o n e  in  a  m o s t  b a ld  e x e r c i s e  o f  

c o r p o r a t e  p o w e r  th a t  1 c a n  r e m e m b e r .  T h e  R e ­

p u b l i c a n s  h a d  a  p r iv a t e  m e e t i n g  w i th  th e  l e a d ­

e r s  o f  t h e  t e l e c o m m u n ic a t i o n s  in d u s try .  A c c o r d ­

in g  to  t h e  W a ll S t r e e t  J o u r n a l , t h e y  s a id ,  in  e f ­

f e c t ,  to  th e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  in d u s t r y .  W h a t  d o  y o u  

w a n t  f r o m  C o n g r e s s ?  T h e  in d u s t r y  to ld  th e m ,  

a n d  th e  C o n g r e s s  g a v e  it t o  th e m .  I t w a s  a  d i ­

s a s t r o u s  a c t .  T h e  p u b l i c  w a s  to ld  b y  th e  n e w s  

m e d ia  th a t  th i s  w o u ld  in c r e a s e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  

l o w e r  y o u r  p h o n e  a n d  c a b le  b i l l s .  T h e  c o m p e t i ­

t i o n  w i l l  m e a n  m o r e  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  a f t e r  y o u r  

b u s in e s s  a n d  th e r e f o r e  y o u ’ ll p a y  le s s .  I d o n ’t

k n o w  a n y o n e  w h o s e  p h o n e  b i l l  o r  c a b l e  b i l l  h a s  

g o n e  d o w n .  9 9  p e r c e n t  o f  o u r  c i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  

c a b l e  h a v e  a  m o n o p o l y  in  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  

h a v e  s e e n  th e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t e l e p h o n e  c o m ­

p a n ie s  a n d  c a b le  c o m p a n ie s .  T h a t  le g i s la t io n  h a s  

a c c e l e r a t e d  th i s  a t  a n  e n o r m o u s  s p e e d .

B u t  w h y  a r e  y o u  p u t t i n g  th e  o n u s  o n  t h e  R e p u b ­

l i c a n s ?  C l in to n  a n d  G o r e  w e r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p ­

p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  T e le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  A c t.

T h e y  w e r e .  I t h i n k  th e y  w e r e  c a u g h t  u p  in  th e  

i d e a  th a t  n o w  th e  p o l i t i c a l  f u tu r e  is  in  m i n i m i z ­

in g  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  g e t t in g  th e  r e g u la to r y  a g e n ­

c i e s  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y . T h e  m a j o r  m e d ia  r e p o r t e d  

th i s  w i th  g r e a t  g l e e  w h e n  th e r e  w e r e  h e a r i n g s  

h e l d  o n  I R S  a b u s e s .  C o n g r e s s  s a id ,  O K ,  w e ’ ll 

c u t  th e  IR S  b u d g e t  a n d  th e y  w i l l  m a k e  f e w e r  

a u d i t s  o f  t a x p a y e r s .  W h a t  w e  h a v e  to d a y ,  f a c t u ­

a l l y  a n a ly z e d ,  is  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  a u d i t s  o f  

t h e  v e r y  r ic h  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  a u d i t s  o f  t h e  m i d d le  

c l a s s .  T h e  IR S  r e p o r t s  th a t  t h e y  a r e  c o l l e c t i n g  

le s s  th a n  th e y  d id  b e f o r e .  T h e  r i c h  f e e l  s a f e  f r o m  

h a v i n g  th e i r  q u e s t i o n a b le  d e d u c t io n s  a u d i te d .  

T h e  D e m o c r a t s  d e c id e d  t h a t  y o u  c a n ’t  f ig h t  th i s  

k in d  o f  t r e n d  a n d  th e r e f o r e  w e  w i l l  c o o p t  th e  

c o n s e r v a t iv e s  a n d  b e a t  th e m .  A n d  t h a t ’s  w h a t  

th e y  d id .  C l i n to n  p r e e m p t e d  th e  C o n g r e s s .  H e  

g r e a t ly  f r u s t r a t e d  th e m . I ’m  a f r a i d  w e  n o w  h a v e  

o n e  p a r t y  w i th  tw o  w in g s ,  o n e  m o r e  c o n s e r v a ­

t i v e  a n d  o n e  le s s  c o n s e r v a t iv e .  T h e y  b e h a v e  in  

r e m a r k a b ly  s i m i l a r  w a y s .

L e t ’s  g o  b a c k  to  1 9 8 3 , w h e n  y o u  id e n t i f i e d  5 0  

m a j o r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a s  d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  m e d ia  

in  t h e  U .S . W h a t  w a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  l i k e ?  W as i t  

s i g n i f i c a n t ly  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t o d a y ?

Y o u  h a v e  to  r e c o g n iz e  th a t  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  th e s e  

t h i n g s  w e r e  h a p p e n in g  a m o n g  th e  m e d ia ,  th e r e  

w e r e  o t h e r  g r e a t  t r e n d s  in  o u r  s o c ie ty .  F o r  e x ­

a m p le ,  m o r e  p e o p l e  w e n t  in to  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  

a n d  th a t  i n c lu d e d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  T h e y  g o t  a  l i t t l e  

b i t  m o r e  s o p h is t i c a te d .  T h e  p u b l i c  i t s e l f  b e c a m e  

m o r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  T h e  1 9 9 4  C o n g r e s s  a l e r t e d  

m a n y  p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  L a t in o s ,  a s  t o  w h o  th e  

e n e m y  w a s .  T h e  n e w  m e m b e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s  a n d  

th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  w a n te d  to  g e t  th e m  o u t  o f  th e  

w a y . A f f i r m a t iv e  a c t io n  is  b a d .  R e g u l a t i o n  is  

k i l l i n g  in d u s t r y .  N o n e  o f  th e  d a t a  s h o w  th a t  a t  

a l l. T h e  p o w e r  o f  in d u s t r y  h a s  c h a n g e d .  T h e  r a t io  

b e t w e e n  t a x e s  p a i d  b y  c o r p o r a t io n s  a n d  in d i ­

v id u a ls ,  i f  y o u  c o m p a r e  in  1 9 5 0  a n d  n o w , is  s tu n ­

n in g .  T a x p a y e r s  p a y  m a n y  t i m e s  m o r e  p r o p o r -



t i o n a l l y  th a n  c o r p o r a t io n s  d o ,  w h e r e a s  th e  r e ­

v e r s e  w a s  t r u e  fo r ty  y e a r s  a g o .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  th in g s  

h a p p e n e d  q u ie t ly .  T h e y  d id  n o t  g e t  m u c h  t r e a t ­

m e n t  in  th e  m a j o r  m e d ia .  I f  it w a s  r e p o r t e d  a t  

a l l ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  a  r a t h e r  a r c a n e  b u s in e s s  

s to ry .  T h e  p u b l i c  k n e w  s o m e t h in g  w a s  h a p p e n ­

in g  t h a t  m a d e  th e m  le s s  s e c u r e  in  t h e i r  j o b s ,  

m a d e  th e m  f a i l  w h e n  th e y  t r i e d  to  g e t  w a g e  in ­

c r e a s e s .  O n ly  n o w  is  i t  b e c o m i n g  c l e a r  to  m a n y  

w o r k e r s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d  b y  th e  

c o r p o r a t e  s y s t e m  a n d  b y  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e r e  

w e r e  m a s s iv e  la y o f f s  o f  e m p lo y e e s ,  o u t s o u r c i n g

o f  p a rti?  o f  o u r  i n d u s t r y  to  l o w - w a g e  c o u n t r i e s ,  

a n d  t h e n  f a c t o r i e s  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  d o i n g  

s h a m e f u l  t h i n g s  t o  t h e i r  w o r k e r s .  A l l  o f  th e s e  

th in g s  a r e  n o w  b e c o m in g  e v i d e n t  to  a  la rg e  n u m ­

b e r  o f  p e o p l e ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  th e m  a r e  b e c o m in g  

p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t iv e .  S o  I t h i n k  th a t  w e  a r e  g o in g  

to  s e e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  d y n a m ic s  o f  o u r  p o l i t i c s ,  

n o t  r a p id ,  n o t  o v e r n i g h t ,  b u t  i t ’s  g r o w in g .

B u t  a g a in ,  in  t e r m s  o f  J o h n  o r  J a n e  Q . P u b l ic ,  

h o w  h a v e  th e  m e d ia  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  1 9 8 3 ?  F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  a r e  y o u  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t  w a s  

b e t t e r  t h e n  th a n  i t  i s  n o w ?

I t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t .

I n  w h a t  w a y s ?

N o w  th e  m a j o r  m e d ia  a r e  m o r e  c a r e f u l  in  w a y s  

t h e y  r e p r e s s  s to r ie s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  i t  c o m e s  o u t .

T a k e  th e  B r o w n  a n d  W i l l i a m s o n  t o b a c c o  c a s e .  

T h e  m o v i e .  T h e  I n s i d e r  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o ­

p o s e d  m e r g e r  o f  W e s t in g h o u s e  a n d  C B S  m e a n t  

t h a t  6 0  M i n u t e s  w a s  f o r c e d  to  c a n c e l  a n  a n t i ­

t o b a c c o  p r o g r a m  n o t  f o r  l a c k  o f  s u b s t a n c e  b u t  

b e c a u s e  it w o u l d  h a v e  s o u r e d  t h e  d e a l .  In  a n ­

o t h e r  m o v i e ,  E r in  B r o c k o v i c h ,  P a c i f i c  G a s  a n d  

E l e c t r i c ,  a  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  u t i l i t y  d e n i e s  p o i s o n ­

in g  a  c o m m u n i t y  in  C a l i f o r n i a .  P G & E  is  e x ­

p o s e d .  T h e  p u b l i c  g o e s  t o  t h o s e  m o v i e s  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e y ’r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r o u p  o f  

d i r e c t o r s  in  H o l ly w o o d  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g

s o m e  g o o d  f i l m s .  T h e  p r i n t  m e d i a ,  s e e n  b y  

p e r h a p s  a  m o r e  e d u c a t e d  a n d  in f l u e n t i a l  p a r t  

o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a r e  n e r v o u s  a b o u t  l o s i n g  r e a d ­

e r s .  B u t  t h a t  c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  s lo w .  T h e r e  

a r e  s t i l l  t h i n g s  t h a t ,  i f  t h e y  a p p e a r  a t  a l l ,  o n ly  

a p p e a r  in  v e r y  o b s c u r e  w a y s .  T h o s e  p e o p l e  

w h o  a r e  n o t  s p e c i a l i s t s  c a n ’t  w o r m  o u t  th e  f o u r -  

p a r a g r a p h  s t o r y  i n  th e  b a c k  p a g e s  t h a t  t e l l s  

t h e m .  S o m e t h i n g 's  h a p p e n i n g  h e r e  t h a t  m i g h t  

a f f e c t  m e .  A l l  t h e y  k n o w  is  t h a t  t h e y  e i t h e r  g e t  

l a id  o f f  o r  t h e y  h a v e  lo s t  t h e i r  j o b  s e c u r i ty .  T h e

g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e  v e r y  r i c h  a n d  t h e  u n - r i c h  is  

g e t t i n g  g r e a t e r .  T h o s e  d a t a  a r e  n o t  m a d e  b ig  

s to r i e s .  T h e y  a p p e a r  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  d i s a p p e a r .  

B u t  t h e  p e o p l e  g e t  r e s t l e s s  a n d  n o w  t h e y ’r e  

g e t t i n g  c y n i c a l .  T h e r e ’s  a  s ig n  o f  p u b l i c  a n g e r  

a n d  c y n i c i s m .

W h ile  y o u  w e r e  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  s i x t h  e d i t io n  th e r e  

w e r e  tw o  m a j o r  m e d i a  m e r g e r s .  V ia c o m  t o o k  

o v e r  C B S  a n d  A O L  a n n o u n c e d  i t s  t a k e o v e r  o f  

T im e  W a rn er . H o w  d i d  t h a t  a f f e c t  w h a t  y o u  w e r e  

w r i t i n g  in  t e r m s  o f  y o u r  d e a d l in e ?

I h a d  to  te ll  th e  p u b l i s h e r ,  I c a n ’t  a v o i d  a d d i n g  

A O L .  W e  h a d  to  d o  s o m e t h in g  a b o u t  it. T h e y  

d id  in s e r t  a  l in e  s a y in g .  W h e r e v e r  th e r e  i s  a  r e f ­

e r e n c e  t o  T i m e  W a rn e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e a d  a s  

A O L - T i m e  W a rn e r .  T h a t  w a s  e m b l e m a t i c  o f  

h o w  th e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  th e r e  r e a l l y  i s n ’t  a  b ig  

p r o b le m  w i th  m o n o p o l y ,  b e c a u s e  l o o k  a t  a l l  th e  

n e w  c h a n n e l s  w e ’v e  g o t .  W e  h a v e  th e  I n te r n e t  

a n d  t h a t ’s  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  A O L  

b o u g h t  T im e  W a rn e r ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  m e d i a  c o m ­

p a n y  in  th e  w o r ld ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  n e e d e d  s o m e ­

th i n g  c a l l e d  “ c o n t e n t , ”  a s  t h o u g h  i t  w e r e  s o m e -



t h i n g  y o u  b u y  o f f  th e  s h e l f  o f  t h e  s u p e r m a r k e t .  

I ’d  l i k e  s o m e  c o n t e n t ,  p l e a s e .  C o n te n t  is  p r o ­

g r a m s  a n d  s t a r s .  W h e r e  d o  t h e s e  c e l e b r i t i e s  

c o m e  f r o m ?  W h e n  y o u  h a v e ,  a s  t h e s e  s ix  b i g ­

g e s t  m e d i a  c o m p a n i e s  d o ,  a  d o m i n a n t  p o s i t i o n  

in  e v e r y  s i n g l e  m e d i u m ,  n e w s p a p e r s ,  m a g a ­

z i n e s ,  b o o k s ,  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  c i n e m a ,  v id e o s ,  

y o u  u s e  o n e  p a r t  o f  y o u r  m e d ia  e m p i r e  t o  c r e a t e  

a  c e l e b r i t y  o r  a n  i d e a  in  th e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  i t .  

Y o u  h a v e  a  T V  p r o g r a m  a n d  y o u  p u t  th e  s t a r  o n  

th e  c o v e r  o f  y o u r  n a t io n a l  m a g a z in e .  T h a t  p e r ­

s o n  b e c o m e s  a n  in s ta n t  c e le b r i t y .  T h e y  th e n  s t a r  

in  o n e  o f  y o u r  m o v i e s .  I f  y o u  a r e  D is n e y ,  y o u  

p u t  in to  th e  c u t e  m o v i e s  a  n e w  k in d  o f  f lu f f y  

c h a r a c te r .  D i s n e y  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  1 ,4 0 0  s to r e s  

a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  t h a t  s e l l  n o th i n g  b u t  m e m o r a ­

b i l i a  f r o m  C in d e r e l l a  t o  M ic k e y  M o u s e .  I t ’s  a  

m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  D i s n e y  e m p i r e .  T a k e  f o r  e x ­

a m p le  T h e  L io n  K in g .  I f  y o u  g o  in t o  a  D i s n e y  

s to r e ,  y o u  c a n  b u y  a  d o l l  o r  t r i n k e t  o r  a  p a i n t e d  

a r t  s c e n e  f r o m  th e  m o v i e  f o r  $ 2 ,5 0 0 .  T h e r e  y o u  

g e t  th e  ta i l  w a g g in g  th e  d o g .  Y o u  c a n  s e e  a  u s e ­

f u l  s a l e  in  o n e  p a r t  o f  th e s e  h u g e  c o r p o r a t io n s  

b y  c h a n g in g  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  th e  m e d ia  in  a n o t h e r  

p a r t  o f  th e  s a m e  c o r p o r a t io n .  G E  o w n s  N B C  

a n d  a l l  o f  N B C  v a r i o u s  s u b c o m p a n ie s .  G E  a l s o  

is  a  m a jo r  p r o d u c e r  o f  n u c l e a r  r e a c to r s .  W e  h a v e  

y e t  t o  s e e  a  d o c u m e n ta r y  o n  N B C  o n  th e  p r o b ­

le m s  o f  n u c l e a r  w a s te .  W h a t  h a p p e n s  t h e n  is  

a n o t h e r  th in g ,  s e l f - c e n s o r s h ip  b y  th e  p e o p le  w h o  

w o r k  f o r  t h e m .  T h e y  k n o w  i t ’s  n o t  g o i n g  to  g e t  

e m p h a s i s .  T h e r e  is  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  e x c e p t io n ,  a n d  

i t ’s  s t a r t l in g .  T im e , f o r  e x a m p le ,  h a d  a n  e x c e l ­

l e n t  i s s u e  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  a g o  b y  tw o  o f  th e  b e s t  

in v e s t i g a t iv e  r e p o r t e r s  in  th e  c o u n t r y  o n  c o r p o ­

r a t e  w e l f a r e .

T h a t  w o u l d  b e  D o n a l d  B a r t l e t t  a n d  J a m e s  

S te e le .

F o r m e r ly  w i th  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  I n q u i r e r .  T h e  

f ig h t  in  C o n g r e s s  o n  w e l f a r e  f o r  th e  p o o r  w a s  a  

c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  e a r l ie r .  T h a t ’s  w h e n  th e  p u b l ic  

n e e d e d  th a t  in f o r m a t io n .  T h a t ’s  w h e n  th e y  h a d  

to  f in d  o u t  th a t  th e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g  l ik e  $  1 2 5 - 

$ 1 5 0  b i l l io n  in  c o r p o r a t e  w e lf a r e .  T h e  p r o b le m  

w a s  c o r p o r a t e  w e lf a r e .  I t w a s n ’t th e  p o o r  p e r s o n  

w h o  liv e s  in  th e  g h e t to .  T h e r e  a r e  p r o b le m s  w i th  

th a t .  I t  t a k e s  t i m e  a n d  m o n e y  a n d  r e b u i ld in g  

n e ig h b o r h o o d s  a n d  p u t t in g  g o o d  s c h o o ls  in  a n d  

d o in g  s o m e t h in g  a b o u t  th e  b a s ic  s o u r c e  o f  th is . 

B u t  t h a t ’s w h e n  th e  r e p o r t  o n  c o r p o r a t e  w e l f a r e  

w a s  n e e d e d .  S o  th a t  T im e, w h ic h  d id  th i s  to  its  

c r e d i t ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  d id  it w h e n  i t  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  

g o in g  to  in f lu e n c e  th e  l e g is la t io n  th a t  w a s  r e l a te d  

to  it . T h a t ’s  t h e  p r o b le m . W h e n  p e o p le  n e e d  in ­

fo r m a t io n  o n  k e y  i s s u e s ,  i f  t h e y  g e t  it a t  a l l ,  th e y  

g e t  i t  a f t e r  th a t  d e c i s io n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e .

S te v e  C a s e  i s  t h e  C E O  o f A O L . H e  to l d  C o n r a d  

B la c k ,  th e  C a n a d a - b a s e d  n e w s p a p e r  m a g n a t e  

t h a t  " th e  n e w s p a p e r  b u s in e s s  w a s  s o m e w h e r e  

b e t w e e n  b e l e a g u e r e d  a n d  d y in g .  ”  W h a t  d o  y o u  

th i n k  o f  t h a t  c o m m e n t  in  l i g h t  o f  r e p o r t s  t h a t  

p r i n t  c i r c u l a t i o n  is  s t a g n a n t  a n d  d e c l i n i n g ?

T h e r e ’s  n o  q u e s t i o n  th a t  n e w s p a p e r  s o - c a l l e d . . .  

p e n e t r a t i o n ,  th a t  is ,  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  h o u s e h o ld s  

in  th e  c o u n t r y  i t  s e l l s  p a p e r s  to ,  h a s  b e e n  g o in g  

d o w n  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  O n e  r e a s o n  is  t h a t  c o m ­

p e t in g  p a p e r s  h a v e  b e g u n  to  d i s a p p e a r .  9 9 %  o f  

o u r  c i t i e s  h a v e  a  m o n o p o l y  p a p e r .  T h a t ’s  o n e  

r e a s o n  c i r c u l a t i o n  is  g o i n g  d o w n .  T h e r e ’s  n o  

q u e s t i o n  t h a t  th e  d a i ly  n e w s p a p e r  i n d u s t r y  is  

in f l u e n c e d  b y  th e s e  o th e r  m e d ia .  B u t  w h e n  th e s e  

o t h e r  m e d ia  a r e  o w n e d  b y  th e  s a m e  c o m p a n ie s  

t h a t  o w n  th e  n e w s p a p e r ,  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s  n o w , 

a c c o r d i n g  to  S ta n d a r d  &  P o o r ’s ,  m a k e  m o r e  

th a n  2 0 %  p r o f i t  a  y e a r ,  t h e r e  a r e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  

w h o  w o u ld  w e e p  w i th  g r a t i tu d e  to  h a v e  h a l f  th a t  

p r o f i t .  I t ’s  n o w  u p  to  2 5 %  a n d  3 0 %  f o r  m e t r o ­

p o l i t a n  p a p e r s .  B r o a d c a s t  s t a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

m a k e  b e t w e e n  3 0 %  a n d  6 0 %  p r o f i t  a  y e a r .  I f  

y o u  c a n  s a y ,  n e w s p a p e r s  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  w e  

s h o u l d n ’t  p a y  to o  m u c h  a t t e n t io n  to  in  o u r  i n ­

v e s tm e n t ,  t h a t ’s  b e c a u s e  in  b r o a d c a s t in g  w e  c a n  

m a k e  m o r e  a n d  th e  f u tu r e  o f  th e  I n t e r n e t  w i l l  

m a k e  m o r e .  S o  t h e r e ’s  t h a t  f a c to r .  B u t  t h e r e ’s  

a n o t h e r  f a c to r ,  to o .  I f  y o u  s tu d y  th e  g r o w t h  o f  

c o m m u n ic a t io n s  th r o u g h  th e  c e n tu r i e s  o f  i n v e n ­

t i o n ,  t h e r e ’s  s o m e t h i n g  c a l l e d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

e u p h o r i a .  T h e r e ’s  a  m a r v e lo u s  n e w  in v e n t io n .  I 

r e c e n t ly  r e a d  a g a in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  t h e  t e l e g r a p h  

a n d  th e  t e l e p h o n e .  I t ’s  a m a z in g .  Y o u  h a v e  s t a t e ­

m e n t s  b y  im p o r t a n t  p e o p l e ,  s a y in g ,  T h i s  w i l l  

n o t  o n ly  t r a n s f o r m  th e  w o r ld ,  it  w i l l  m a k e  f o r  a  

b e t t e r ,  m o r e  p e a c e f u l ,  m o r e  j u s t  w o r ld .  R e m e m ­

b e r  t h a t  in  th e  1 9 6 0 s  w h e n  t e l e v i s i o n  b e c a m e  a  

u n i v e r s a l  h o u s e h o l d  a p p l i a n c e ,  M a r s h a l  

M c C lu h a n  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  “ g lo b a l  v i l l a g e ,”  w i th  

im p l ic a t i o n s  t h a t  th i s  w o u ld  p r o d u c e  p e a c e  o n  

e a r th .  It d i d n ’t. T h a t ’s  th e  t e c h n o lo g i c a l  e u p h o ­

r ia  t h a t  a  n e w  in v e n t io n ,  b e c a u s e  it w o r k s ,  w i l l  

b e  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  th a t  b e c a u s e  i t  is  s o  in g e n io u s ,  

it w i l l  m a k e  th e  w o r ld  a  b e t t e r  p la c e .  A l f r e d  

N o b e l  f o u n d  o u t .  H e  i n v e n te d  a  s ta b l e  e x p l o ­

s iv e ,  d y n a m i t e .  W h e n  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  

u s e f u l  in  w a r s  a n d  w o u ld  k i l l  m o r e  p e o p l e  m o r e  

e f f i c ie n t ly  t h a n  a n y t h in g  e l s e ,  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  

N o b e l  P e a c e  P r i z e .  W e  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  N o b e l  

P e a c e  P r iz e ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  m o r e  d e s t r u c t iv e  w a r s  

t h a n  e v e r .  T h e  te c h n o lo g i c a l  e u p h o r i a  h a s  a l ­

w a y s  p r o d u c e d  th i s  f e e l i n g  th a t  i f  it  w o r k s ,  i f  

i t ’s  c l e v e r  a n d  i f  y o u  h a v e  a  b ig  c o m p a n y  th a t  

k n o w s  h o w  to  m a k e  lo ts  o f  i t ,  i t ’s  g o i n g  to  m a k e  

th e  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r  p la c e .

C h o m s k y , M c C h e s n e y  a n d  o t h e r s  m a k e  a n  u r ­

g e n t  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  m e d i a  a n d  d e m o c ­

r a c y .

T h e r e ’s  n o  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  th a t .  D e m o c r a c y  d e ­

p e n d s  o n  a n  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  b y  t h e  v o t e r s .  I f  

y o u  k n o w  n o t h i n g  r e l e v a n t  a b o u t  t h e  c a n d i ­

d a t e s ,  i f  y o u  k n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  b a c k ­

g r o u n d ,  i f  y o u  k n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  w h a t  th e  

im p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  t h e y  e s p o u s e ,  

y o u ’r e  v o t i n g  b l i n d ly .  U n l e s s  y o u  h a v e  c i t i ­

z e n s  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a f f e c t  th e  

c e n t r a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e y  a r e  e i t h e r  v o t ­

in g  b l i n d ly ,  o r ,  a s  w e  a r e  s e e i n g ,  t h e y ’r e  s a y ­

in g ,  W e ’r e  n o t  g o i n g  to  v o te .  T h a t ’s  w h y  th e r e  

i s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  R a l p h  

N a d e r ’s  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  a  l i n e  o n  e v e r y  b a l l o t ,  

N o n e  O f  T h e  A b o v e .  T h a t ’s  a  m e s s a g e  s a y in g ,  

M a j o r  p a r t i e s ,  y o u ’d  b e t t e r  g i v e  u s  s o m e t h i n g  

m o r e  a p p e t i z i n g  o r  w e ’r e  g o i n g  to  s a y ,  A  p o x  

o n  a l l  y o u r  h o u s e s .

L e t ’s  t a l k  a b o u t  b o o k s .  C o in c id e n t a l l y ,  w e ’r e  

s i t t i n g  in  y o u r  d e n  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  m a n y  b o o k s .  

O n e  o f  t h e  s i x  m a j o r  m e d i a  m o n o p o l i e s  i s  th e  

G e r m a n - b a s e d  B e r t e l s m a n n .  Y ou  s a y ,  " I t s  

p o w e r  in  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  i s  u n m a tc h e d .  ”  T h e r e  

i s  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

B e r t e l s m a n n  s  N a z i  c o n n e c t io n .

B e r t e l s m a n n ,  l o c a t e d  in  a  r a t h e r  r e m o t e  to w n  

in  G e r m a n y ,  d i d n ’t  s e e m  to  b e h a v e  l i k e  m o s t  

c o r p o r a t i o n s .  T h e y  w e r e  r a t h e r  r e t i r i n g  in  t h e  

w a y  t h e y  w o r k e d  b u t  t h e y  q u i e t l y  b e c a m e  v e r y  

p o w e r f u l  a n d  b ig .  S i n c e  t h e y  a r e  a n  o ld  c o m ­

p a n y ,  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  N a z i  e r a ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is , 

W h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  th e m  d u r i n g  t h e  N a z i  e r a ?  

T h e y  s a id  in  t h e i r  c o m p a n y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  th a t  

t h e y  s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  N a z i  e r a .  T h e y  h a d  

t r i e d  to  s t a y  o u t  o f  th e  w h o l e  N a z i  c u l tu r e .  T h a t  

w a s  th e  s t a n d a r d  l i n e .  T h e n  a  G e r m a n  s c h o la r ,  

H e r s c h  F i s c h l e r ,  l o o k e d  in t o  th i s  m o r e  c a r e ­

fu lly . H e  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t ,  to  h i s  s u r p r i s e ,  B e r t e l s ­

m a n n  d u r i n g  th e  H i t l e r  r e g i m e  p u b l i s h e d  p a m ­

p h l e t s  f o r  t h e  B r o w n s h i r t s ,  m a n u a l s  f o r  th e  

G e r m a n  a r m y  t h a t  j u s t i f i e d  e x p a n s i o n  in t o  

P o l a n d  a n d  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i ­

c i a l  h i s t o r y  w a s  w r o n g .  B u t  h e  c o u l d n ’t g e t  it  

p u b l i s h e d  in  G e r m a n y .  B e r t e l s m a n n ,  w h o  o w n  

a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  m e d i a  in  G e r m a n y ,  is  s o  

p o w e r f u l  t h a t  e v e n  p a p e r s  t h e y  d i d n ’t o w n  

d i d n ’t w a n t  t o  t a n g l e  w i th  t h e m .  H e  h a d  to  g e t  

it  p u b l i s h e d  in  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  in  T h e  N a t i o n  

in  t h e  U . S .  T h a t ’s  h o w  i t  g o t  o u t .  T h e n  

B e r t e l s m a n n  a n n o u n c e d ,  W e  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  

c o m m i t t e e  t o  l o o k  m o r e  c l o s e l y  i n t o  t h e  h i s ­

t o r y  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  d e n y  

F i s c h l e r ’s  r e s e a r c h ,  t h a t  in  f a c t  t h e y  h a d  p r o ­

d u c e d  p a m p h l e t s  f o r  th e  N a z i s .



T h e s e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  w e  'v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

h a v e  n o t  g o n e  u n n o t i c e d ,  e v e n  b y  th e  N e w  Y o rk  

T im e s .  In  a n  e d i t o r i a l  l a s t  y e a r ,  th e y  s a id ,  “ th e  

n e w  m e d ia  e n v i r o n m e n t  h a s  t o u c h e d  o f f a  c h u r n ­

in g  d e b a t e  a m o n g  j o u r n a l i s t s  a b o u t  p r o f e s s io n a l  

s t a n d a r d s .  ”  W h a t  i s  t h a t  c h u r n i n g  d e b a t e  

a b o u t ?

I h e a r  f r o m  th e s e  j o u r n a l i s t s  a l l  th e  t im e .  W h a t ’s  

h a p p e n in g  a t  m a n y  p a p e r s ,  i n c lu d in g  s o m e  o f  

o u r  m o s t  p r e s t i g io u s  o n e s ,  is  th a t  th e  b u s in e s s  

s id e  o f  th e  p a p e r  h a s  b e g u n  to  d i c t a t e  th e  n e w s .  

T h e  e m b le m a t i c  e v e n t  w a s  th e  L .A . T im e s , o n e  

o f  th e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  p a p e r s  in  th e  c o u n t r y .  It 

b r o u g h t  in  M a r k  W i l le s ,  w h o  h a d  r u n  G e n e r a l  

M i l l s ,  a  c e r e a l  c o m p a n y .  H e  c h a n g e d  th e  e d i ­

to r s  o f  e a c h  s e c t io n  o f  th e  p a p e r .  T h e  n e w s  a n d  

e d i to r ia l  s e c t i o n  u s e d  to  b e  e d i t e d  b y  a  j o u r n a l ­

is t  e d i to r .  H e  a p p o i n t e d  c o - e d i to r s ,  o n e  a  j o u r ­

n a l i s t  a n d  o n e  f r o m  th e  b u s in e s s  d e p a r t m e n t .  

T o g e th e r  t h e y  w o u ld  s e l e c t  th e  n e w s .  H e  d i d n ’t 

i n c r e a s e  th e  c i r c u l a t i o n  s ig n i f i c a n t ly .  H e  d i d n ’t 

in c r e a s e  th e  p r o f i t s .  B u t  h e  h a d  th e  s to c k  p r ic e  

g o  u p  t w o - a n d - a - h a l f  t im e s .  A t  t h a t  p o in t  i t  b e ­

c a m e  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  th e  s t o c k h o l d e r s  a t  

T i m e s  M ir r o r ,  th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  L .A . T im e s , to  

h a v e  a  m e r g e r  w i th  a  b i g  c o m p a n y .  T h e  C h i ­

c a g o  T r ib u n e  C o m p a n y  h a s  n o w  b o u g h t  th e  L .A . 

T im e s . W i l l e s ’ g o a l  w a s  n o t  t o  im p r o v e  th e  p a ­

p e r . A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  h e  d e m o r a l i z e d  i t s  s ta f f .  

B u t  i t  w a s  t o  im p r o v e  th e  s to c k  v a l u e  o f  th e  

p a p e r  a n d  th e n  m e r g e .  I t is  a  c a s e  in  w h ic h  a l l 

th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  th e  o r d in a r y  p e r s o n  a r e  

b a d  a n d  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  th o s e  w i th  p o w e r  

a r e  g o o d .  T h a t ’s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  g r e a t  s h i f t .  T h a t ’s 

o n e  r e a s o n  w h y  w e  h a v e  th e s e  w id e  g a p s  n o t  

j u s t  in  i n c o m e ,  b u t  in  j o b  s e c u r i t y  a n d  o p p o r tu ­

n ity . I t  is  a  t r a g e d y  th a t  h a s  t o  b e  r e v e r s e d  b y  

a c t iv i s t s .  R a l p h  N a d e r ’s  c a m p a ig n  is  g o in g  to  

b r in g  u p  th e s e  im p o r ta n t  is s u e s .  P e o p le  w i l l  h e a r  

h im  a n d  s a y ,  T h a t ’s  r ig h t .  T h a t 's  w h a t  I 'v e  b e e n  

w o r r i e d  a b o u t ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ’t  p u t  it in  w o r d s .

To g o  b a c k  to  w h a t  y o u  d e s c r i b e  a s  th e  F C C  

a n d  o t h e r  r e g u l a t o r y  a g e n c i e s  h a v i n g  a l l  b u t  

r e t i r e d  f r o m  p r o t e c t i n g  th e  p u b l i c  f r o m  e x c e s ­

s iv e  p r i v a t e  p o w e r  a n d  e x o r b i t a n t  p r i c e s ,  y o u  

s e e  a n  i r o n y  in  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e  I n t e r n e t  a n d  

th e  s a t e l l i t e s  w e r e  a l m o s t  c o m p le t e ly  d e v e lo p e d  

b y  p u b l i c  m o n e y .

T h e y  w e r e .  T h e  t a x p a y e r s  p a i d  f o r  th o s e  s a t e l ­

l i t e s  t h a t  R u p e r t  M u r d o c h  u s e s  t o  c o v e r  E u r o p e  

a n d  p a r t  o f  th e  U .S .  I t  w a s  a l l  d o n e  w i th  t a x ­

p a y e r  m o n e y .  W h e n  t h e  s a t e l l i t e s  w e r e  p u t  u p ,  

th e r e  w e r e  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  a  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  s y s ­

t e m  w o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  in  t h e  U .S .  b y  t a k in g  a  

v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e  o f  

th o s e  s a t e l l i t e  c h a n n e l s  t o  f i n a n c e  a  m u l t i c h a n ­

n e l  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  p u b l ic  b r o a d c a s t in g  s y s t e m . 

T h a t  w a s  k i l l e d ,  b u t  i t  w a s  p u b l i c ly  p r o p o s e d .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s im i l a r  p r o p o s a l s  b u t  it  d o e s n ’t 

g e t  a n y w h e r e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  m e ­

d i a  t o  c o n t r o l  in f o r m a t i o n .  H o w  m a n y  c i t i z e n s  

r e a l i z e  t h a t  th i s  d i s h  t h e y  g e t  to  r e c e iv e  T V  p r o ­

g r a m s  w o r k s  o n ly  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p a i d  t a x e s  to  

c r e a t e  th a t  t e c h n o lo g y ?  L o o k  a t  a l l  th e  f o r tu n e s  

t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  m a d e  o n  th e  I n te r n e t .  W e  p a i d  to  

g iv e  c o r p o r a t io n s  th i s  l i t t l e  g a d g e t .  W e  m a d e  a  

b ig  m i s t a k e  n o t  to  s a y , W e  t a x p a y e r s  c r e a t e d  

th i s  f o r  y o u  a n d  w e ’r e  g o in g  t o  t a k e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  

o f  th a t  e v e r y  y e a r  a n d  w e ’r e  g o in g  to  u s e  it  to  

c r e a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  m e d ia  th a t  w i l l  b e  o p e n  

a n d  d iv e r s e .  W e  h a v e n ’t d o n e  it. T h e  r e v e r s e  is  

h a p p e n in g .  T h e  p u b l i c  is  l e a r n in g  m o r e .  P a r t  o f  

i t  is  c y n i c a l ,  p a r t  o f  it  is  a n g ry .  W e ’r e  g o i n g  to  

s e e  c h a n g e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  b e c a u s e  

w h e n  y o u  g e t  a  c y n i c a l  p u b l i c  s o m e t im e s  th e  

m a n  o n  h o r s e b a c k ,  th e  N a p o le o n s ,  b e g in  to  lo o k  

l i k e  th e  a n s w e r  t o  th e  p r o b le m .  W e  h a v e  to  b e  

s u r e  w e  le t  p e o p le  k n o w  y o u  c a n  u s e  d e m o c r a t i c  

p r o c e d u r e s  t o  c h a n g e  th i s ,  b u t  y o u  h a v e  to  b e  

a c t i v e  a n d  s p e a k  u p .  Y o u  h a v e  to  s u p p o r t  th o s e  

p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t s  t h a t  s e r v e  y o u r  in t e r e s t s  

a n d  n o t  t h o s e  o f  th e  c o r p o r a t io n s .  C o r p o r a t io n s  

a l r e a d y  h a v e  a l l  th e  p o w e r  a n d  th e  m o n e y  th a t  

th e y  n e e d .

G e o r g e  O r w e l l  is  m o s t  n o t e d  f o r  h i s  n o v e l s  1 9 8 4  

a n d  A n im a l  F a r m .  H e  a l s o  w r o te  a  n u m b e r  o f  

i m p o r t a n t  e s s a y s .  O n e  i s  c a l l e d  “P o l i t i c s  a n d  

th e  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e . "

T h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  e s s a y s  I ’v e  

e v e r  r e a d .  I t  le t  m e  s e e  c l e a r ly  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  

w h e n  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  a n  e v e n t  w a s  f r a m e d  b y  

th e  m e d ia  a n d  th a t  w o r d s  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n ­

in g s .  T r u e ,  y o u  m i g h t  w ip e  o u t  a  v i l l a g e  in  N ic a ­

r a g u a  o r  G u a te m a la  a n d  th a t  w o u ld  b e  a  v i c to r y  

f o r  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  p e o p l e  f i g h t in g  f o r  d e m o ­

c r a t i c  r ig h t s .  W h e n  y o u  f in d  o u t  w h a t  r e a l l y  

h a p p e n e d ,  l i k e  P in o c h e t  in  C h i l e  a n d  s im i l a r  

d i c t a t o r s  e l s e w h e r e ,  y o u  f i n d  th a t  t h e s e  w e r e n ’t 

a  v ic to r y  f o r  f r e e d o m .  T h i s  w a s  a  t e r r i b l e  h u ­

m a n  t r a g e d y  c o m m i t t e d  in  th e  n a m e  o f  a  d i c t a ­

to r . M u r d e r  d id  in d e e d  b e g i n  to  s o u n d  l ik e  c h a r ­

i t y  a n d  g o o d  w o r k s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  O r w e l l ’s  s a y ­

in g  th a t  m u r d e r  c a n  b e  m a d e  to  s o u n d  l ik e  s o m e ­

t h i n g  v e r y  s w e e t  a n d  w o n d e r f u l ,  w h e n  1 r e a d  

t h a t  I r e a l i z e d  th a t  i t  m a k e s  a  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  c r e ­

a t i n g  in  th e  m i n d  o f  th e  r e a d e r  th e  c o n t e x t  f o r  

t h e s e  a c ts .  Y o u  w a n t  g o o d  to  s u c c e e d  a g a in s t  

e v i l .  S o  y o u  h a v e  to  c h a r a c t e r i z e  th e  e n e m y  a l ­

w a y s  a s  e v i l .  I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  h a d  e v i l  e n e m ie s .  

H i t l e r  w a s  e v i l .  M y  g e n e r a t io n  is  t h e  o n e  w h o  

th i n k s  o f  W o r ld  W a r  II  a s  t h e  o n ly  m o r a l ly  j u s ­

t i f i e d  w a r .  I t h i n k  w e  r e a l ly  d id  h a v e  to  s to p  

H i t l e r .  B u t  s u b s e q u e n t  w a r s ,  K o r e a ,  V ie tn a m  

a n d  e l s e w h e r e ,  w e r e  a l l  m a d e  to  s o u n d  l i k e  i f  

o n e  d o m i n o  f a l l s ,  f r e e d o m  w i l l  b e  lo s t  a l l  o v e r  

th e  w o r ld .  It w a s  a  f a t a l  id e a .  I t m a d e  th e  w o r d s  

h a v e  r e v e r s e  m e a n in g s .  O r w e l l ’s  i n s ig h t s  s u d ­

d e n l y  m a d e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  

to  m a k e  m u r d e r  s o u n d  l i k e  c h a r i ty .

T a lk  a b o u t  s o m e  o f t h e  v e n e r a b l e  f i g u r e s  in  r a d i ­

c a l  A m e r i c a n  j o u r n a l i s m .  L e t ’s  s t a r t  w i th  

G e o r g e  S e ld e s .

W h e n  I w a s  a  y o u n g  r e p o r t e r  I c a m e  a c r o s s  h is  

w e e k l y  n e w s le t t e r  I n  f a c t .  I b e c a m e  in t e r e s t e d  

in  S e ld e s  b e c a u s e  I n  f a c t  r e p o r t e d  o n  w h a t  w a s  

h a p p e n in g  in  th e  w o r l d  a n d  in t e r p r e t i n g  it in  

w a y s  th a t  th e  m a in s t r e a m  m e d ia  w e r e  n o t .  I r e a d  

th e  b o o k  s h e  w r o te  a f t e r  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  d i s t i n ­

g u i s h e d  f o r e ig n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  R e a d in g  S e ld e s  

g r o u n d e d  m e  in  h o w  to  l o o k  a t  t h e  w o r l d  in  a  

w a y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  o f f ic ia l  v ie w .  I t w a s  n o t  

th a t  y o u  s im p l y  r e j e c t e d  i t  a l l ,  b u t  g e t  th e  b e s t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  c a n  a n d  b e  s k e p t i c a l  t h a t  th e  

w h o l e  s t o r y  i s  s i m p l y  in  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a n ­

n o u n c e m e n t s .  T o d a y  w h e n  I s e e  g o v e r n m e n t  

o f f i c i a l s  o n  T V , I s a y  to  m y  w i f e .  T h e y  a r e n ’t 

g o i n g  to  s a y  a n y t h in g .  T h e y  c a n ’t  s a y  a n y t h in g .  

T h e y  a r e  g o in g  to  s a y  s w e e t  n o th i n g s .  T h e y  a r e  

p o l i c y  p e o p le .  T h e y  m a k e  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n ts  th a t  

d o n ’t  r e v e a l  m u c h  a n d  t h a t  p e r m i t  t h e m  to  g o  

a n y  w h i c h  w a y .  S o  y o u  r e a d  s o m e o n e  l i k e  

S e ld e s ,  w h o  r e p o r t e d  w h a t  w a s  a c tu a l l y  h a p ­

p e n i n g ,  a n d  th e n  y o u  s a w  th e  r a t h e r  b la n d  o r  

s o m e t im e s  m i s l e a d i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  

a n d  b u s in e s s  l e a d e r s  a n d  y o u  d e v e lo p e d  a  b a s e  

o f  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  w a s n ’t  s im p l y  r e j e c t i n g  it 

a l l  b u t  s im p l y  s a y in g ,  T h e r e ’s  i n f o r m a t i o n  th a t  

th i s  p e r s o n  i s n ' t  g iv in g .  S o  I s u b s c r ib e d  to  h is  

n e w s le t t e r .  I t  w a s  a l w a y s  v e r y  c o m p a c t .  H e  h a d  

s p i r i t  a n d  v e r v e .  T h e n  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  w h o m  I 

c a m e  to  k n o w  a n d  b e c a m e  g o o d  f r i e n d s  w i th  

w a s  I .F . S to n e .  H e  w a s  a  f o r m a t iv e  i n f l u e n c e  

o n  m e  a s  a  y o u n g  r e p o r t e r .  H ie  I .F .  S t o n e s  

W e ek ly  w a s  a  v a l u a b le  s o u r c e  o f  in f o r m a t i o n .  

H e  t o o k  g o v e r n m e n t  d o c u m e n t s ,  t h a t  p r o v e d  

t h a t  w h a t  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  s a y in g  w a s  e i t h e r  j u s t  

th e  o p p o s i t e  o r  in  to t a l  i g n o r a n c e  o f  w h a t  w a s  

in  th o s e  r e c o r d s .  F r o m  S to n e  1 a g a in  le a r n e d ,  a  

v e r y  im p o r t a n t  le s s o n ,  b o th  in  v a l u e s  a n d  a s  a  

r e p o r t e r ,  d o  y o u r  h o m e w o r k  o n  a  s u b je c t  a n d  

o n ly  t h e n  c a n  y o u  r e a l ly  r e p o r t  th e  m e a n in g  o f  

w h a t  is  s a i d  p u b l i c ly .  L a t e r  in  h i s  l i f e  S to n e  

l e a r n e d  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  a n d  w r o t e  a  b o o k  o n  

S o c r a t e s .

To g e t  b a c k  to  S e ld e s , o n e  o f  h i s  b o o k s  w a s  L o r d s  

o f  t h e  P r e s s .

T h a t  w a s  a  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  b o o k .  H e  h a d  a  s e n s e  

o f  d r a m a  a n d  p a s s io n  w h e n  h e  w r o te ,  b u t  h e  

a l s o  h a d  in f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a  p o in t  o f  v ie w  th a t  

w a s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  c o n v e n t io n a l  w i s ­

d o m .  T h e  b o o k s  a b o u t  p u b l i s h e r s  w e r e  a l l  k in d  

o f  a  h i s to r y  o f  t h e  s a in t s .  Y o u  g o t  a  b io g r a p h y



a b o u t  a n y  b ig  p u b l i s h e r  a n d  i t  w a s  w h a t  a  

w o n d e r f u l  p e r s o n  h e  w a s .  S e l d e s  a n d  

S to n e  w e r e  p e o p l e  w h o  s a id ,  T h e y  h a v e  

f e e t  o f  c la y .  T h e y  h a v e  p o w e r .  Y o u  b e g a n  

to  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  h a p p e n s  in  th e  c o n ­

c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r .  I t c h a n g e s  n o t  j u s t  

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a l t h o u g h  it  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  

th a t ,  b u t  i t  c h a n g e s  th e  n a t u r e  o f  w h a t  th e y  

d o .  P e o p le  w h o  s i t  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  p o w e r  

p y r a m id s  s e e  th e  w o r l d  f r o m  a  v e r y  d i f ­

f e r e n t  p o in t  o f  v ie w  th a n  th o s e  w h o  a r e  

d o w n  a t  t h e  b o t t o m .

I n  D o u b le  V is io n  y o u  w r i te ,  “I n  c h i ld h o o d  

I  h a t e d  t h e  d i v i d e d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  in  m y  

f a m i ly  life . B u t  n o w , w ith  th e  lu x u r y  o f  

l o o k i n g  b a c k ,  I  w o u ld  n o t  c h a n g e  th e m . ’’

I c a l l  th e  b o o k  D o u b l e  V is io n  b e c a u s e  I 

t h i n k  w e  a l l  s e e  t h i n g s  in  m o r e  th a n  o n e  

w a y . I t ’s  a  g o o d  r e m i n d e r  to  j o u r n a l i s t s  

th a t  w h e n  th e y  t a lk  a b o u t  o b j e c t i v e  j o u r ­

n a l i s m ,  t h e r e ’s  n o th i n g  o b je c t i v e  a b o u t  it  

i f  y o u ’r e  t h i n k in g  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v ­

ity , l ik e  a d d i n g  u p  s o m e  f ig u r e s  a n d  e v ­

e r y o n e  t h a t ’s  c o m p e te n t  e n d s  u p  w i th  th e  

s a m e  a n s w e r .  N o  tw o  h u m a n  b e i n g s  lo o k  

a t  a  s c e n e  a n d  h a v e  e x a c t ly  t h e  s a m e  r e ­

a c t io n .  E a c h  p e r s o n  n e e d s  to  k n o w  h i m ­

s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f ,  t o  h a v e  s o m e  s e n s e  o f  

w h e r e  th e y  c a m e  f r o m  a n d  w h a t  s h a p e d  

th e m  s o  th a t  w h e n  th e  l o o k  u p o n  a  s c e n e ,  

t h e y ’r e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  w h a t  t h e  l e n s  is  

th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e y  lo o k .  T h e n  th e y  t r y  

to  l o o k  a t  it  f r o m  th e  l e n s  o f  s o m e b o d y  

e l s e .  Y o u  h a v e  b o th  th e  o b j e c t i v e  v ie w , 

y o u  s e e  t h e  o b v io u s  t h i n g s  th a t  a r e  m e a ­

s u r a b le  a n d  r e c o r d a b le ,  a n d  th e n  th e r e  a r e  

th e  i m p r e s s i o n s  t h a t  s n e a k  in to  y o u r  s u b ­

c o n s c i o u s ,  t h a t  c o m e  f r o m  y o u r  o w n  l i f e  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  fo r g o t t e n ,  b u t 

w h ic h  c o n d i t i o n  a  k in d  o f  e m o t io n a l  f e e l ­

in g  w h i c h  te l l s  y o u r  s e n s e s  w h a t  to  p a y  

a t t e n t io n  to .  I  u s e  a  c r u d e  e x a m p le  w i th  

s tu d e n t s .  A  r o o f e r  l o o k s  a t  a  h o u s e  a n d  

s a y s ,  I  t h i n k  th o s e  s h in g le s  s h o u ld  b e  r e ­

p la c e d .  A  p a i n t e r  l o o k s  a t  th e  h o u s e  a n d  

s a y s ,  T h e  s o u th  s id e  o f  t h a t  h o u s e  n e e d s  

a n o t h e r  c o a t  o f  p a in t .  T h e y ’r e  lo o k in g  a t  

th e  s a m e  h o u s e ,  b u t  th e y  h a v e  a  d i f f e r e n t  

r e a c t io n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o m e  f r o m  d i f f e r ­

e n t  a n g le s .  I t h i n k  t h a t ’s  th e  s a m e  f o r  e v ­

e r y  h u m a n  b e in g ,  i n c lu d in g  j o u r n a l i s t s .  

L o o k  a t  e v e r y  s c e n e .  *

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o b t a i n i n g  c a s s e t t e  

c o p i e s  o r  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  th i s  o r  o t h e r  p r o ­

g r a m s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

D a v id  B a r s a m ia n  /  A l t e r n a t i v e  R a d io  

P .O . B o x  5 5 1 ,  B o u ld e r ,  C O  8 0 3 0 6  
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S a y  i t  a i n ’t  s o  J o a n n e .

P u b l i c  R a d i o ,  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  M e c c a  e n ­

t r e n c h e d  a t  th e  l e f t  e n d  o f  t h e  d i a l ,  h i j a c k e d  b y  

g h o s t s  p e r f u m e d  in  H e a r s t  s p i r i t ?

In  a  r a s h  o f  i m p o s t e r  s i g h t i n g s  o f  la te ,  

f o lk s  c o a s t  to  c o a s t  h a v e  n o t i c e d  N P R  a n d  P a c i ­

f i c a  d o n n i n g  t h e  c l o a k  a n d  d a g g e r  o f  m a v e r ­

ic k  r a d i o ,  w h i l e  f a v o r i t e  a n d  v e n e r a t e d  s h o w s  

f a d e  i n t o  t h e  e t h e r  c o m p l i m e n t s  o f  a  n e w  c r o p  

o f  la tc h  k e y  m a n a g e m e n t  k id s  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  e a r s  

a n d  lo in s  w e t  in  iv y  l e a g u e  b o a r d  r o o m s  f a r  

f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h e a r t b e a t .

U n b u r d e n e d  b y  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  s p o n ­

s o r s h i p ,  P u b l ic  R a d i o  g e r m i n a t e d  in  th e  a f t e r -  

m a th  o f  W W 1 1. W i th  a  v o i c e  g r a c e d  in  t h e  

p l e a s u r e s  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  p e r s p e c ­

t i v e s ,  a n d  o f f -  t h e -  b e a t e n - p a t h  a r t s ,  i t  b e ­

c a m e . . .  a  w e l c o m e d  r a i n  i n  a  d e s e r t  o f  j a b b e r .

I n h e r i t i n g  th e  c o s m i c  f o d d e r  o f  s h o w s  th e  

l i k e s  o f  C h a r l i e  M c C a r t h y  a n d  E d g a r  B e r g e n ,  

( t h e  i r a s c i b l e  v e n t r i l o q u i s t  m i m i c k i n g  t h e  

d u m m y  b o s s ) ,  t h a t  l a m b a s t i n g  l e f t y  W a l t e r  

W i n c h e l l ,  a n d  W o o d y  G u t h r i e 's  H o o v e r v i l l e ,  

N P R  a s c e n d e d  l i k e  th e  s w e e t  s m o k e  o f  B lu e -  

g r a s s  s i n g i n g  o v e r  d i s t a n t  h i l l s .  A  s a c r e d  u n ­

to u c h a b l e  h a v e n .

I t  w a s  D i c k  G r e g o r y  t a l k i n g  M is s i s s i p p i  

h u n g e r ,  D o n a l d  S u th e r l a n d  d o i n g  N i x o n  a t  h i s  

W a t e r l o o . . e r r  g a t e .  V a ld e z ,  E a s t  T i m o r ,  N W A , 

a n d  R a g e .

A la s ,  C o m m u n i t y  R a d i o  R . I .P ?

A  w a y  o u t  w e s t ,  a  g r o u n d s w e l l  o f  p r o t e s t  

is  g a i n i n g  f i r e ,  a s  h o a r d s  o f  l i s t e n e r s ,  m u s i ­

c i a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e r s  a l i k e ,  r i s e  u p  to  th i s  

n e w  b r e w  o f  “ c o m p a s s i o n a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n , ”

a n d  h o k e y - c h o k y  c o n t r o l  b e i n g  d i s h e d  o u t  to  

t h e  s o n ic  V o lu n te e r s  o f  A m e r i c a .

U n c l o u d e d  in  t h e  s w i r l i n g  s p a t e  o f  c u r ­

r e n t  c o n t r o v e r s i e s ,  is  t h e  d e b a c l e  t h a t  h a s  b e ­

f a l l e n  th e  a w a r d  w i n n i n g  P a c i f i c a  a n d  N P R  

s h o w  “ D e m o c r a c y  N o w ! ”

H o s t  A m y  G o o d m a n  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  th e  

s t a n d a r d  s h o r t e r - l e a s h  s t r i p e s ,  a n d  to l d  in  n o  

u n c e r t a in  t e r m s  to  “ s u b m i t  c o n t e n t  f o r  r e v i e w ”  

b e f o r e  a i r in g .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  w i n n i n g  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  

G e o r g e  P o lk  A w a r d  f o r  i t s  p i e c e ,  “ D r i l l i n g  a n d  

K i l l i n g :  C h e v r o n  a n d  N i g e r i a ’s  M i l i t a r y  D ic ­

t a t o r s h i p ” , " D e m o c r a c y  N o w ! ”  h a s  g a r n e r e d  

a w a r d s  f o r  i t s  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  M u m i a  A b u -  

J a m a l  c a s e ,  a n d  i t s  s to r y :  “ M a s s a c r e :  T h e  S to r y  

o f  E a s t  T i m o r .”

I n  a n o t h e r  s l i p p e r y  t o w e r ,  P a c i f i c a ’s  f l a g ­

s h ip  K P F A  in  B e r k e le y ,  p l a y e d  h o s t  to  a  c r o t c h ­

e t y  b a n d  o f  r e n t - a - c o p s  w h o  t h e  s t a t i o n  h i r e d  

a n d  p l a c e d  in s id e  t h e  s t u d i o  t o  e s c o r t  a  p o p u ­

l a r  p r o g r a m m e r  o f f  th e  a i r  f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  th e  

p r o b l e m  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  p r o ­

g r a m  c o n t e n t .

S e v e n t e e n  d a r k  d a y s  la te r ,  t h e  w e a r y  s t a ­

t i o n  a w o k e ,  a n d  w e n t  b a c k  o n  a i r .  S o m e  s t a f f ­

e r s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  to  r e t u r n ,  o t h e r s  s e n t  p a c k ­

in g .

S in c e ,  th e  i n f e c t i o n  h a s  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  P a c i f i c a  g a l a x y ,  a n d  b y  g o l l y ,  e v e n  

s t r u c k  t h e  C i t y  o f  A n g e l s ,  w h e r e  is  t o l d  a n  i n ­

t i m a t e l y  d i a b o l i c a l  t a l e  o f  t h e  b e h e a d i n g  o f  a  

3 0 - y e a r  l a b o r  o f  lo v e .

I t  w a s  in  1 9 6 9 , a s  t h e  d u s t  o f  A l t a m o n t  

w a s  s e t t l i n g ,  w h e n  R o z  a n d  H o w a r d  L a r m a n  

h a u l e d  a  m a k e s h i f t  y e t  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  s t u d io



d o w n  t o  p u b l i c  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  K P F K  in  L o s  

A n g e le s .  W i th  e n g i n e e r  P e t e r  C u t l e r  in  to w ,  

th e y  t u r n e d  L .A .  o n  to  r o o t s  m u s i c ,  a n d  to  t h e  

b e s t  m u s i c i a n s  p o u r i n g  in  f r o m  b u r g s ,  h o l l e r s ,  

a n d  t o w n s  a c r o s s  t h e  m a p .  A s  F M  r a d i o  h ig h -  

t a i l e d  f o r  g r e e n e r  $  p a s tu r e s ,  t h e  L a r m a n s ’ p r o ­

g r a m ,  F o lk S c e n e ,  s e r v e d  u p  w i t h o u t - a - n e t  l iv e  

r a d i o ,  w h e r e  p e r f o r m e r s  s to o d  n a k e d  b e f o r e  a  

v e r y  u n f o r g i v i n g  m ic .

T h e  w h i m s i c a l  F o l k S c e n e  b e c a m e  t h e  

e p i c e n t e r  o f  a n  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h o  t u n e d  

in  e v e r y  S u n d a y  n i g h t  f o r  a  t h r e e - h o u r  f ix  o f  

i n t i m a t e ,  o f t e n  s o u l - b a r i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  “ I n  

a  c i t y  n o t  e x a c t l y  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  r o o t s  o r  s e n s e  

o f  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h i s  s h o w  w a s  q u i t e  a  f e a t , "  

s i n g e r - s o n g w r i t e r  P e t e r  C a s e  c o m m e n t e d .

T h e  w i d e - o p e n  s h o w  e v o l v e d  in t o  a n  i n ­

v a l u a b l e  l i v e  v e h i c l e  f o r  s o m e  o f  th e  f i n e s t  

r a g a m u f f i n s  t o l l i n g  L . A . ' s  b y w a y s .

T o m  W a i t s  c a m e  in  a n d  s a n g  “ H e a r t  O f  

S a t u r d a y  N i g h t ”  w h e n  h e  w a s  f r e s h  o f f  p a r k ­

in g  1 9 7 5  c a r s  o n  S u n s e t .  L u c i n d a  W i l l i a m s  

u s e d  t h r e e  c u t s  r e c o r d e d  o n  F o l k S c e n e  a s  th e  

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  h e r  c r o w n  j e w e l  “ P a s s i o n a t e  

K i s s e s . ”

T h e  m e r r y  r i d e  f l o a t e d  a l o n g  j u s t  f in e ,  

u n t i l  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n  P r o f e s s o r  F a t e  i n ­

t e r v e n e d  a n d  t r a n s f o r m e d  th e  s t a t i o n ’s  b l o o d  

f r o m  s w e e t  r o s e  t o  C h r o m i u m  6 .

K P F K  c a m e  u p  w i th  a  d a n d y  o f  a  g e n e r a l  

m a n a g e r  n a m e d  M a r k  S c h u b b ,  w h o  p r e s e n t e d  

a  s e l f - a u t h o r e d  “ Y 2 K  C o m p l i a n t  A g r e e m e n t ”  

to  th e  s t a t i o n ’s  p r o g r a m m e r s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  

r e p l e t e  w i th  a n  u l t i m a t u m  to  s ig n  o r  g o  p a c k ­

in g .  A s  th e  l e g i o n ’s  r a n  f o r  t h e i r  b i c  b a l l  p o in t s ,  

t h e  L a n n a n s  r a n  f o r  t h e  h i l l s .

S e e i n g  “ Y 2 K ”  a s  a  r u s e  c o n c o c t e d  to  g a i n  

a r t i s t i c  c o n t r o l  o v e r  F o lk S c e n e ,  T h e  L a r m a n s  

b e l i e v e d  t h e  ‘a g r e e m e n t ’ w a s  a  t r u m p  c a r d  

S c h u b b  d e a l t  a f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e i r  t w o  a c e  

“ F o l k S c e n e  C o l l e c t i o n ”  C D ’s  r e l e a s e d  w i t h ­

o u t  h i s  n a m e  a s  e x e c u t i v e  h o t s h o t .

T h e  C o l l e c t i o n ’s a r e  p a r t  o f  a  r i c h  l e g a c y  

o f  a r c h i v e s  a c c u m u la t e d  o v e r  th e  L a r m a n s ’ 3 0 -  

y e a r  t e n u r e .  S c h u b b  m a i n t a i n e d  h e  s a n c t i o n e d  

t h e m  W h ile  t u r n i n g  a  b l i n d  e y e  to  t h e  s t a t i o n  

p o l i c y  o f  n o t  a l l o w i n g  p r o g r a m m e r s  to  r e l e a s e  

m a t e r i a l  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  g a i n ,  b u t  c a n n o t  d o  

s o  in  t h e  f u tu r e .

“ I f  r e l e a s i n g  t h e  tw o  C D ’s  w e n t  a g a i n s t  

s t a t i o n  p o l i c y ,  w h y  d id  S c h u b b  g iv e  u s  a  g r e e n  

l i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e ,  a n d  w h y  d id  h e  a l l o w  u s  

t o  u s e  th e  C D ’s  a s  a  c a l l i n g  c a r d  f o r  f u n d  d r iv e s ,  

t h e n  g o  a n d  c a s h  c h e c k s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e m ? ”  

H o w a r d  L a r m a n  s a id .

T h o u g h  m o n e t a r y  g a i n  s e e m s  to  p l a y  s e c ­

o n d  f id d l e  to  c o n t r o l  in  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  t h e r e  a r e  

s ig n s  i t s  v o i c e  i s n ’t c o m p l e t e l y  b u r i e d  in  t h e  

f ra y . “ In  a  d i g i t a l  w o r l d ,  t h e s e  b r o a d c a s t s  a r e  

i n f i n i t e ly  r e u s a b l e . ”  S c h u b b  s a id .

“ A s  o f  n o w ,  n o n e  h a v e  u s  a r e  in  r e t i r e ­

m e n t  t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  th e  p r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  tw o  

C D ’s . ”  L a r m a n  s a id .

T h e  A g r e e m e n t  w o u l d  a s s i g n  a l l  c o p y ­

r i g h t  i n t e r e s t s  t o  K P F K  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  m e ­

d i u m ,  a n d  s u p p o s e d l y  i n d e m n i f y  t h e  s t a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  l i a b i l i t y  s u i t s  f r o m  t h e  a r t i s t s .

“ W e  s i g n  o u r  o w n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  

a r t i s t s  o n  o u r  C D ’s ,  w h e r e  w e  a s s u m e  l i a b i l i t y  

w h e n  t h e y  a g r e e  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e i r  s o n g s ” . 

H o w a r d  L a r m a n  c h i m e s  in .  “ A l l  t h e  a r t i s t s  

w e r e  s o  r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  c o o l  a b o u t  i t .  T o m  

W a its  s a y i n g  h e  d i d n ' t  g iv e  a  f u c k ,  s e n t  b a c k  

h i s  c o n t r a c t  n o  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d . ”

“ T h e  “ w o r k  f o r  h i r e ”  e n a b l e s  S c h u b b  to  

o w n  th e  c o p y r i g h t s  o f  o u r  l i f e ’s  w o r k .  H e ’d  

l i k e  t o  h a v e  to t a l  a r t i s t i c  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  m u ­

s i c ,  a n d  m a k e  t h e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d  c o m ­

p a n y ,  w h i c h  is  f i n e  e x c e p t  h e ’s  n o t  a  m u s i c  

p e r s o n . ”  R o z  L a r m a n  s a id .

I n  th e  w a k e  o f  th e  p r o g r a m ’s  q u i c k  d i s ­

a p p e a r i n g  a c t ,  l i s t e n e r s ’ p a s s i o n s  h a v e  f l a r e d .  

F o l k S c e n e  a l u m n i  s u c h  a s  P e t e r  C a s e ,  D a v e  

A l v i n ,  J a c k s o n  B r o w n e ,  J e n n i f e r  W a m e s ,  a n d  

K a ty  M o f f a t  r a l l i e d  r e c e n t l y  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  

t h e  t h e i r  la w y e r .

“ L o n g  r u n n i n g  r a d i o  s h o w s  a r e  t h e  l i f e ­

b lo o d  a n d  r o o t s  o f  th e  c i ty .  “ W e  c a n ’t  k e e p  

c u t t i n g  o u r  h i s to r y ,  c u t t i n g  o u r  r o o t s .  I t ’s  t h e  

t r e e  b i t i n g  t h e  f r u i t . ”  P e t e r  C a s e  s a id .

R o z  a n d  H o w a r d ’s  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  m u s i c  

w a s  u n b e l i e v a b l e .  T h e y  w e r e  c o m m i t t e d  to  

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  th a n  a  p a y c h e c k .  A s  C a p t a in  

B e e f h e a r t  o n c e  s a id  “ lo v e  o v e r  g o l d . ”

“ P e o p l e  d o n ’t  g o  in t o  f o lk  m u s i c  to  g e t  

r i c h ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  m e  t h e  L a n n a n s  w e r e  t h e  

e p i t o m e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e y  w e r e n ’t a b o u t  

p r o m o t i o n ,  t h e y  c o u l d n ’t b e  b o u g h t  o r  s o l d . ”  

C a s e  s ta t e d .

N o  b lo w  o r  b lo w  u p  d o l l s  f r o m  g o ld  c h a in  

H a r r y  c o m i n g  in  th e  s t a t i o n ’s  b a c k  d o o r  p im p in  

h i s  p r o m o ?

A  v o i c e  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  F o l k S c e n e  w a s  

f u l l  o f  d i r t - u n d e r - t h e - n a i l s  t a l c s  f r o m  m u d d y  

r i v e r  c o u n t r y ,  C e l t i c  j i g s  t o  F r e n c h  v a l s e s .  

T u n e s  r i n g i n g  o u t  f r o m  A p p a l a c h i a n  h i l l t o p s  

a n d  C a j u n  s w a m p s .  C l e a r - e y e d  s o u l  a d m i n i s ­

t e r e d  b y  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  r o a d  b u s k e r s  a n d  s e l f -  

s t y l e d  m i n s t r e l s  w h o  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  to  s a y  

a b o u t  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  h i t  p a r a d e ,  a n d  b a n d s  t h a t  

k n e w  th e  n a m e s  o f  f r o n t  d e s k  c l e r k s  a t  e v e r y  

b l u e - l i g h t  m o te l  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t .

“ T h e  th i n g  a b o u t  o u r  p r o g r a m  w e  l i k e  is  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  n o  b o u n d a r i e s ,  w e  p l a y  w h a t e v e r  

w e  l ik e .  W e  a l w a y s  t r e a t e d  t h e  s t u d i o  l i k e  o u r  

l i v in g  r o o m ,  a n d  w e  a l l  d id  i t  f o r  th e  l o v e  o f  

t h e  m u s i c . ”  R o z  L a r m a n  s a id .

“ W e  s t a r t e d  t a p i n g  s h o w s  a t  h o m e ,  a n d  

w h e n  w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e  s h o w  w e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  

t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i th  r e c o r d s  f r o m  F o lk w a y s  

a n d  R o u n d e r .  “ H o w a r d  L a r m a n  s a id .

“ W e  w e r e  o u t  r e c o r d i n g  l i v e  e v e n t s  a l l  

o v e r  t o w n  f o r  th e  m a r a th o n  f u n d  d r iv e s  w e  h a d  

in  t h o s e  d a y s ,  a n d  t h a t  le d  t o  b r i n g  in  g u e s t s  to  

p l a y  l i v e  o n  th e  s h o w .”

“ W e  d i d  D o n  M c C l e a n  l i v e  a t  t h e  

T r o p i c a n a  M o te l  a s  h e  p r e m i e r e d  “ A m e r i c a n

P i e ”  f o r  th e  W e s t  C o a s t  c r o w d .  P e t e  S e e g e r ,  

A r lo ,  H o y t  A x t o n ,  a n d  J o a n  B a e z  c a m e  in  

e a r l y  o n . ”  L a r m a n  s a id .

O v e r ,  1 5 0 0  m u s i c i a n s  c a m e  t h r o u g h  

F o l k S c e n e  i n c lu d in g :  M a r y  B l a c k ,  R a n d y  

N e w m a n ,  U ta h  P h i l i p s ,  R o s a l i e  S o r r e l s ,  

M a r i a  M u ld a u r ,  a n d  C a n a d i a n  l e g e n d  S ta n  

R o g e r s .

“ T h e  L a r m a n s  p l a y e d  s t u f f  y o u  j u s t  

d i d n ’t  h e a r  a n y w h e r e  e l s e .  I  r e m e m b e r  d r iv ­

in g  a r o u n d  t u n i n g  in  o n e  S u n d a y  n i g h t  a n d  

h e a r i n g  R o y  B o o k b in d e r . ”  P e t e r  C a s e  s a id .

“ I ’d  l i s t e n e d  to  t h e  L a r m a n s  in  th e  

e a r l y  7 0 s  w h e n  I w a s  a  f r y  c o o k ,  a n d  th e y  

h a d  K a te  W o l f  o n .  W h e n  I w a s  f i n a l ly  o n  

th e  s h o w  s o m e  y e a r s  la te r ,  i t  w a s  l i k e :  M a n !

I a i n ’t l i s t e n in g  to  i t ,  I ’m  o n  it! T h e  L a r m a n s  

s t a m p  o f  a p p r o v a l  s o r t  o f  v a l i d a t e d  m y  c a ­

r e e r . ”  D a v e  A l v i n  s a id .

“ F o r  t h e  h o u r  y o u  w e r e  o n  t h e i r  s h o w , 

t h e y  t r e a t e d  y o u  l i k e  y o u  w e r e  t h e  k in g  o f  

t h e  w o r l d .  T h e y  g a v e  y o u  a  f r e e  f o r u m  to  

t e l l  y o u r  s to r y ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  m e  t h e  L a n n a n s  

k n e w  t h e i r  s t u f f .  T h e y  e x p o s e d  m y  s o lo  

s t u f f  t o  a  w h o l e  n e w  a u d i e n c e  w h o  m a y  n o t  

h a v e  k n o w n  m y  w o r k  w i th  t h e  B la s t e r s .

In  t h e  9 0 's .  I r i s  D e m e n t ,  K e l l y  J o e  

P h e l p s ,  D a r  W i l l i a m s ,  P a t t y  L a r k i n ,  a n d  

G r e g  B r o w n ,  p u l l e d  in  a d d i n g  t h e i r  p r o d i ­

g i o u s  e n t r i e s  t o  t h e  v a s t ,  g r o w i n g  a r c h i v e  

o f  s p a r k l i n g  c l e a r  r e c o r d i n g s .

“ T h i s  m u s i c ’s  n o t  a  s e p i a  t o n e  r e ­

m i n d e r  o f  a  b y g o n e  e r a .  M o r e  m u s i c i a n s  

a r e  p l a y i n g  f o lk  s t u f f  t h a n  a n y t i m e  in  th e  

l a s t  4 0  y e a r s . ”  A lv in  s a id .  “ L e a r n e d  m u s i ­

c i a n s  c h o o s e  th i s  g e n r e .  I t  h a s n ’t  b e e n  a  

t h r e e  c h o r d ,  c a p o ,  T o m  D o o le y  th i n g  f o r  

q u i t e  a w h i l e . ”

W i th  A l v i n ’s  “ B a m  B u r n i n g ”  f o r e ­

c l o s e d  in  f a v o r  o f  t h a t  s m o l d e r i n g  c a m p ­

f i r e  f a v e  “ K u m b a y a ” , ( a n d  v in t a g e  H a n s o n ) ,  

w h e r e  w i l l  th e  n e x t  c r o p  o f  b u s k i n g  s t o r y ­

t e l l e r s  f i n d  a  l a u n c h i n g  p a d  o f  t h i s  c a l i b e r ?

F o r  n o w , F o l k S c e n e  f a n s  c a n  t u n e  in to  

I n t e r n e t  r a d i o  ( t h e  S a n ta  C r u z - b a s e d  s t a t i o n  

w w w .K P I G .c o m ) ,  w h e r e  th e  L a n n a n s  h a v e  

f o u n d  a  n e w ,  i f  t e m p o r a r y  h o m e .

“ F o l k S c e n e  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  l a s t  

[ p l a c e s ]  t o  h e a r  f o lk  a n d  r o o t s  m u s i c  l o ­

c a l ly ,”  o b s e r v e s  D a v e  A lv in .  “ T h i s  is  a  t r a g ­

e d y  b o r n  o f  t h e  m a r k e t - d r i v e n  s t a t e  o f  

t h i n g s .  W e ’v e  c o m e  to  e x p e c t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  

t h i n g  in  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  w o r l d  —  b u t  h e y ,  th i s  

is  p u b l i c  r a d i o ! ”

F o r  a d d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n :
• “ P u b lic  R ad io : In D e p th . . .o r  H ead  in  th e  S an d ? ” 
b y  E d  A yres in W orld  W atch , D e c e m b e r 20 0 0 .
• L o s  A n g e le s  T im e s  C a le n d a r  S e c t io n ’s o f  O c t 
2 1 , a n d  O c t. 2 7 ,2 0 0 0
• F a irn e ss  a n d  A c c u ra c y  in  R e p o r t in g : R ache l 
C o e n , C o m m u n ic a tio n s  c o o rd in a to r .
• M e d ia  A llia n c e  o f  S an  F ra n c isc o
•R o z  and  H ow ard  L a rm an  @  w w w .fo lk sce n e .co m  
P h o to  a b o v e  ta k en  f ro m  a  F o lk S c e n e  b e n e fit 11 / 
2 8 /0 0  in  L os A n g e le s  a t  th e  T roubadou r.



R E / E D U C A T I O N

" T h e r e  w i l l  b e  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  a  f a c e  t o  m e e t  t h e  f a c e s  t h a t  y o u  m e e t ;  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  t i m e  t o  m u r d e r  

a n d  c r e a t e . . .  T i m e  f o r  y o u  a n d  t i m e  f o r  m e ,  a n d  t i m e  y e t  f o r  a  h u n d r e d  i n d e c i s i o n ' s . . .  a  h u n d r e d  

v i s i o n s  a n d  r e v i s i o n s ,  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  o f  t o a s t  a n d  t e a . "  —T . S .  E l i o t .

I  m e t  a  m a n  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  D C w h o  a s k e d  f o r  $ . 5 0  t o  h e l p  p a y  f o r  a  h e a r t  t r a n s p l a n t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  

h i m ,  " i t ' s  a  m i r a c l e  I  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  m a n ,  m y  h e a r t ' s  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  d e f l a t e d  b a l l o o n .  Y o u  t a l k i n '  t o  a  
c o r p s e . ” I  d i d n ' t  q u i t e  s e e  h o w  t h e  $ . 5 0  w o u l d  h e l p  o u t  i n  t h e  g r a n d  p i c t u r e  o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  I  w a s  n o t  
s k e p t i c a l  e n o u g h  t o  d i s b e l i e v e  t h e  m a n ' s  s t o r y ,  s o  I  j u s t  l i s t e n e d  a t t e n t i v e l y .  I n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  w e r e  
t h e  s o u n d s  o f  a  c i t y  i n  a c t i o n ;  t h e  u g l y  r u m b l e  o f  o l d  t a x i ' s  a n d  t h e i r  d r i v e r s  s w e a r i n g  o n  t h e  s p e a k ­
e r s ,  t h e  s l u s h  o f  f e e t  o n  g r a v e l ,  t h e  h o r n  p l a y e r  w i t h  h i s  h a t  o n  t h e  g r a s s  w i t h  s p a r e  c h a n g e  s c a t t e r e d  
e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e  s u n  w a s  o u t ,  I  w a s  i n  a  b l a c k  s w e a t s h i r t ,  t h e  m a n  h a d  o n  a  m a r o o n  j a c k e t .  I  t h o u g h t  

a b o u t  h i m  w h e n  I  r o d e  t h e  T  b a c k  h o m e  a n d  i f  h i s  h e a r t  t r a n s p l a n t  w e n t  a l r i g h t .  T h e  T  i s  l o u d e r  a n d  

m o r e  o b t r u s i v e  h e r e ,  i t s  h a r d e r  t o  t a l k  t o  a  m a n  w i t h  a  h e a r t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  d e f l a t e d  b a l l o o n  w h e n  t h e  
p e r s o n  n e x t  t o  y o u  i s  y e l l i n g  i n  y o u r  e a r  o r  a c r o s s  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  t r a i n .  I  m i s s  t h a t .

I  m e t  a  w o m a n  i n  a  c o n v e n i e n c e  s t o r e  w h o  s a t  n e x t  t o  m e  w h i l e  I  w a s  o n  a  b r e a k  f r o m  w o r k .  I
n o d d e d  i n  a  p o l i t e  f a s h i g n  a s  s h e  s a t  a d j a c e n t  t o  m e .  S h e  s a t  a n d  r o c k e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  f o r  a  b i t ,  m y  

a t t e n t i o n  s l o w l y  l o s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  b o o k  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e ,  a n d  t h e n  s a i d ,  " W h a t ' s  y o u r  n a m e ? ” We 
e x c h a n g e d  n a m e s  a n d  s h e  t o l d  m e  a b o u t  h e r  f a t h e r  w h o  g a v e  h e r  m o n e y  t o  b u y  s o m e t h i n g  a t  t h e  s t o r e  b u t  
s h e  f o r g o t  w h a t .  W e t o o k  a  s l o w  w a l k  a r o u n d  t h e  s t o r e  t o  h e l p  h e r  r e m e m b e r .  S h e  n e e d e d  b r e a d .  I  w a s  
w e a r i n g  t a n  s l a c k s  a n d  a  d u n k i n ’ d o n u t s  s h i r t .  S h e  w a s  w e a r i n g  b l a c k  s t r e t c h  p a n t s  a n d  a  M i c k e y  M o u s e
s w e a t s h i r t ,  o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  c o v e r s  o n e ' s  k n e e s .  I  d o n ' t  w o r k  t h e r e  a n y m o r e ,  a n d  t h i n k i n g  b a c k ,  I  w o n ­
d e r  i f  a n y b o d y  t h e r e  n o t i c e s  h e r  p a c i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  i s l e s ,  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n f u s e d  a s  t o  w h a t  s h e  w a s  

s u p p o s e d  t o  g a t .  S h e  s t i l l  s i t s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r ,  
c o u n t i n g  c h a n g e  i n  h e r  h a n d  a n d  h u m m i n g  s o f t l y  t o  h e r s e l f ,  b a r e l y  a u d i b l e  
a m o n g s t  t h e  c l a t t e r  o f  q u i c k  c h a n g e  c o m m e r c e .  I  s o m e t i m e s  m i s s  w o r k i n g  

t h e r e  a n d  b r e a t h i n g  i t  i n .  I  w o r k  b e h i n d  a  c o u n t e r  n o w  a s  a  m e r e  e m p l o y ­
e e ,  n o t  h e l p i n g  i n  a n y  g i v e n  s i t u a t i o n ,  j u s t  c h e c k i n g  i n  a n d  o u t - e a s i l y  ,  
r e p l a c e a b l e  a n d  o f t e n  u n f u l f i l l e d .
A ND T H I S  I S  R E /E D U C A T IO N . T h e  i d e a  i s  a n  o p e n  m i n d  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  

e l e v a t i n g  y o u r s e l f  t o  a  p o i n t  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o m f o r t  w i t h  t h o s e  a r o u n d  
y o u .  R e / E d u c a t i o n  i s  a b o u t  b r e a t h i n g  d e e p e r  a n d  s e e i n g  c l e a r e r  a n d  
l o v i n g  t h i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  n o r m a l l y  d o e s .  I t s  a b o u t  c l o s i n g  t e x t  
b o o k s  a n d  m e e t i n g  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  
p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  r e a l  b o o k s  t a l l  y o u .  I t s  a b o u t  c a l l i n g  i n  s i c k  t o  

w o r k  s o  y o u  c a n  r i d e  y o u r  b i k e  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  a  p o n d  a n d  t o s s  
p e b b l e s  i n t o  i t .

R e / E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  m o s t  a g g r e s s i v e  a n d  p a s s i v e  f o r m  o f  
l i b e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  a g g r e s s i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  c a l l s  f o r  y o u  t o  b e  
c o m p l e t e l y  a u t o n o m o u s  i n  y o u r  a c t i o n s ;  t o  n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  s o c i e t a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  t o  l o v e  a s  y o u  l o v e  

a n d  f e e l  w h a t  y o u  f e e l .  I t  i s  p a s s i v e  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  n o t  
h u r t i n g  a n y o n e  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  y o u  a r e  e n g a g i n g  y o u r s e l f  i n  a  
m y r i a d  e x p e r i e n c e s  j u s t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  d o i n g  i t .  I t  i s  

t a l k i n g  a n d  s m i l i n g  t o  e v e r y o n e  y o u  w a l k  p a s t  o n  t h e  
s t r e e t ,  i t  i s  s i t t i n g  a l o n e  o n  a  b e n c h  e a t i n g  l u n c h  a n d  

w a t c h i n g  t h e  w o r l d  m o v e  a r o u n d  y o u  ( a n d  y o u  m o v i n g  w i t h  
i t ) .  I T S  A B O U T LO V E  AND C O M P A S S IO N  AND L E A R N IN G . I t  i s  

t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  f o r m  o f  r e b e l l i o n -  l o v e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  
o f  a l l  t h a t  y o u  d o  i n  a  c u l t u r e  t h a t  p r e f e r s  y o u r  c l a s ­
s i f i c a t i o n  o v e r  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  s e l f  a n d  
w o r l d .  E n g u l f i n g  y o u r s e l f  i n  a  p i l e  o f  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u ­
e n c e s ;  w a l k i n g  f a r t h e r ,  m a k i n g  n e w  p a i n t i n g s ,  b u i l d i n g  
n e w  s w i n g s ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
r e c o r d s ,  r e a d i n g  d i f f e r e n t  b o o k s ,  t r y i n g  n e w  f o o d 3 ,  

w a t c h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e d  m o v i e s ,  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  d i f ­
f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s -  a n d  i n  t r u t h ,  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  y o u r ­
s e l f .  P o e t r y  i n  m o t i o n ;  y o u r  l i f e  a n d  m i n e ,  ( i n  

m i n e )  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  c r e a t i n g  a n d  d e s t r o y i n g ,  m a k i n g  
t h e  m o s t  o f  o u r  t i m e .  W i t h  l o v e ,  p l e a s e  s h a r e .

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y  Y O U R  A F F I L I A T E S  A T  T H E  E L E C T R I C  P A J A M A  P A R T Y



H o l l y w o o d

a n d  t h e  B i g  ‘ b u s i n e s s  o f  

P r o p p i n g  U p  N a t i o n - S t a t e s :

M a r s h a l l  B e g g s  C o m m e n t s  o n  P r o o f  O f  L i f e

A f t e r  f e l l i n g  t h e  e v i l  t o b a c c o  c o r p o r a t i o n s  in  T h e  I n ­

s i d e r , i t  s e e m s  R u s s e l l  C r o w e  h a s  d e c i d e d  to  m a k e  a m e n d s  

f o r  b i t i n g  t h e  h a n d  t h a t  f e e d s  h im .  In  h is  l a t e s t  f i l m ,  P r o o f  

o f  L i f e  ( b a s e d  o n  W i l l i a m  P r o c h n a u ’s  a r t i c l e ,  “ A d v e n t u r e s  

in  t h e  R a n s o m  T r a d e , ”  a b o u t  r e a l - l i f e  g u e r r i l l a  k i d n a p p i n g s  

i n  C o l o m b i a ) ,  C r o w e  c h a l k s  o n e  u p  f o r  t h e  g o o d  g u y s ,  s a v ­

in g  a n  A m e r i c a n  c o r p o r a t e  b i g w i g — a  v e r y  g o o d  A m e r i ­

c a n  c o r p o r a t e  b i g w i g ,  m i n d  y o u — f r o m  t h e  c l u t c h e s  o f  e v i l  

d r u g - t r a f f i c k i n g  g u e r r i l l a s  o f  “ T e la c c a ”  ( C o l o m b i a ’s  f i c t i ­

t i o u s ,  H o l l y w o o d  s t u n t  d o u b l e ) .  O u t s i d e  C a s t l e  R o c k  

E n t e r t a i n m e n t ’s  g o o d - a n d - e v i l  w o r ld ,  h o w e v e r ,  l i e s  a n o t h e r  

t a l e ,  w h i c h  is  n o  e x c e p t i o n  to  t h e  r u l e  t h a t  t r u t h  is  o f t e n  s t r a n g e r  t h a n  

f i c t i o n .

T h e  R e a l  C o l u m b i a

C o l o m b i a  is  a  v i r t u a l  g o ld  m i n e  f o r  A m e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s .  T h i s  r e ­

s o u r c e - r i c h  c o u n t r y  is  b e i n g  p r im e d  f o r  t h e  u n f e t t e r e d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  th a t  

R e p u b l i c r a t s  l i k e  t o  d e s c r i b e  w i th  c o d e  w o r d s  l i k e  “ e m e r g i n g  d e m o c ­

r a c y ”  o r  “ d e v e l o p i n g  in d u s t r i a l  n a t i o n . ”  B u t  C o l o m b i a 's  m o s t  v a l u ­

a b l e  c o m m o d i t y  i s  n o t  th e  g o ld  o r  e v e n  th e  o i l  b e i n g  p i l f e r e d  f r o m  th e  

g r o u n d .  C h e a p  l a b o u r  a n d  l a x - t o - n o n e x i s t e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e g u l a ­

t i o n s  a r e  w h a t  r e a l l y  m a k e  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l i s t s  d r o o l .  W a g e s  o f  tw o  

d o l l a r s  a n  h o u r 1 a r e  o f t e n  m o r e  t h a n  e n o u g h  to  c o m p e l  p e a s a n t s  t o  h e l p  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  c a t  b u r g l a r  to  th e  c a r  w i th  t h e i r  o w n  b e l o n g i n g s .  W h i l e  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  e c o n o m y  v i r t u a l l y  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  t h e i r  v i c ­

t i m s — a s  t h e  n o w  p o o r e s t  c o u n t r y  in  t h e  w o r l d ,  H a i t i ,  c a n  a t t e s t — d o  

n o t  f a r e  n e a r l y  s o  w e l l .

I n  m a n y  c a s e s ,  A m e r i c a n  c o r p o r a t e  i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  m e t  w i t h  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  lo c a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h i s  is  w h y  i t  is  

u s u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  v i o l e n t  c l i e n t  r e g i m e s  to  b e  i n s t a l l e d  in  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

M e n  l i k e  S u h a r to  a n d  P i n o c h e t  to p  th e  l i s t  o f  m u r d e r e r s  p r o v i d e d  w i th  

a m p l e  f u n d i n g  f o r  “ i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y , ”  a n o t h e r  c o d e  w o r d  f o r  “ w a r  o n  

th e  p o p u la t i o n .” 2 T h i s  m e th o d  is  e f f e c t i v e ,  e x c e p t  w h e n  th e s e  p e t  k i l l e r s  

p u l l  to o  h a r d  o n  t h e i r  A m e r i c a n  le a s h e s ,  a s  in  t h e  c a s e s  o f  N o r e i g a  a n d  

H u s s e i n ;  t h e  U .S .  t o l e r a t e s  o n ly  e c o n o m i c a l l y  v i a b l e  a t r o c i t i e s .  T h e  

C o l o m b i a n  p u p p e t  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  a n  

o b e d i e n t  c l i e n t ,  b e c o m i n g  b o th  t h e  " l e a d i n g  r e c i p i e n t  o f  U .S .  m i l i t a r y  

a i d  in  L a t in  A m e r i c a  a n d . . .  a l s o  c o m p i l i n g ]  th e  w o r s t  h u m a n  r ig h t s  

r e c o r d ,  in  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  a  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  c o r r e l a t i o n . ” 3 W i th  

P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n ’s  r e c e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a  1 .3  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  “ a i d ”  

p a c k a g e ,  b o th  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to  i n c r e a s e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y .

W h i l e  th e  A m e r i c a n s  h a v e  a p p e a l e d  to  th e  " w a r  o n  d r u g s ”  to  j u s t i f y  

th i s  ( l a r g e ly )  m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  i t s  s c a r c e l y  h i d d e n  a g e n d a  is  t o  c r u s h  th e  

g u e r r i l l a  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t .  A  r e b e l  v i c t o r y — a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

s u b s e q u e n t  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  d e m o c r a t i c  r e f o r m s ,  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o u r  r i g h t s  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e y  

p r o p o s e — is  w h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d r e a d s  t h e  m o s t ,  s i n c e  it  w o u ld  

h a v e  a  d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  l o o t i n g  t h a t  

c o n t i n u e s  to d a y .  T h i s  i s  n o t h i n g  n e w .  C o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e r y  s a m e  

“ t h r e a t s ”  t o  A m e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s  in  C u b a  a n d  N i c a r a g u a  w a s  j u s t i f i e d  b y  

a p p e a l i n g  to  th e  m e n a c e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i s m .  W i th  th e  e n d  o f  

th e  C o l d  W a r, h o w e v e r ,  th e  l u d i c r o u s  n o t i o n  o f  a  t i n y  L a t in  A m e r i c a n  

c o u n t r y  t h r e a t e n i n g  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  th e  w o r l d ’s  g r e a t e s t  s u p e r p o w e r  is  a  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  t o u g h e r  s e l l .

T h e  d e m o n s  in  t h i s  d r u g  w a r  a r c  t h e  d r e a d e d  “ ‘n a r c o - g u e r r i l l a s , ’ a  

u s e f u l  c o n c e p t  a s  a  c o v e r  f o r  c o u n t e r i n s u r g e n c y ,  b u t  o n e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  

s h a r p l y  c r i t i c i z e d  o n  f a c t u a l  g r o u n d s . ” 4 F u r th e r  l i g h t  c a n  b e  s h e d  o n  

th e  o n  r e a l  m o t i v a t i o n  b e h i n d  A m e r i c a ’s d i r t y  d r u g  w a r  w h e n  e x a m i n ­

in g  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  t h e  g u e r r i l l a s  t h e m s e l v e s — w h i c h  a r e  m e n ­

t i o n e d  in  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  p r e s s  a b o u t  a s  o f te n  a s  th e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  r e c o r d  

o f  t h e  p a r a m i l i t a r y / g o v e m m e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n .

T h e  g u e r r i l l a s — m o s t l y  d i s p l a c e d  a n d  b r o k e n  p e a s a n t s — r e a l i z e  

t h a t  t h e i r  “ c o u n t r y  h a s  b e c o m e  a  p r i v i l e g e d  p l a c e  f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  b y  

th e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s ,  w h o  t a k e  e v e r y t h i n g ,  l e a v i n g  [ th e m ]  w i th  n o t h i n g

[ b u t]  t h e  p i l l a g e d  e a r t h .  [ T h e y ]  w a n t . . .  p e a c e ,  d e m o c r a c y ,  n a t io n a l  d i g ­

n i ty ,  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t . ”  T h e y  f ig h t  a g a i n s t  “ im p e r i a l i s t  

in t e r e s t s ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m o n o p o l i e s  a n d  th e  l a r g e  l a n d o w n ­

e r s ,  t h e  d r u g  t r a f f i c k e r s ,  t h e  p a r a m i l i t a r y  a n d  th o s e  w h o  b e a r  p r im a r y  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  w a r  a n d  t h e  c r i m e s  u n l e a s h e d  a g a i n s t  [ th e i r ]  

p e o p l e . ” 5

T h e  d e m a n d s  f r o m  th e  E L N  ( N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  A r m y )  a r e  s h a r e d  

b y  t h e  l a r g e r  a n d  b e t t e r  k n o w n  F A R C - E P  ( R e v o l u t i o n a r y  A i m e d  F o r c e s  

o f  C o l o m b i a — P e o p l e ’s  A r m y ) .  W h i l e  b o th  g r o u p s  h a v e  d e e p  h i s t o r i ­

c a l  r o o t s ,  n e i t h e r  g r o u p  a r e  g u e r r i l l a s  t o d a y  b y  c h o i c e ,  a s  t h e i r  m o s t  

r e c e n t  e f f o r t s  to  e n t e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  ( w h ic h ,  l i k e  A m e r i c a n 's  o w n  

“ d e m o c r a c y , ”  is  d o m i n a t e d  b y  t w o  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  p a r t i e s  r e p r e s e n t ­

in g  m o n e y e d  i n t e r e s t s )  a s  t h e  P a t r i o t i c  U n i o n  ( U P ) ,  w e r e  c r u s h e d .  

T h r o u g h o u t  th e  e i g h t i e s ,  U P  p a r t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  c a n d i d a t e s  w e r e  t a r ­

g e t e d  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  v i o l e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  “ th e  r a p i d  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  

3 ,0 0 0  a c t i v i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s ,  m a y o r s ,  a n d  l e g i s l a ­

t o r s "  . N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  g u e r r i l l a s  q u i c k l y  l e a r n e d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  

k in d  o f  d e m o c r a c y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f a v o r s  f o r  i t s  c l i e n t  s t a t e s  a n d  

v o w e d  n o t  t o  r e p e a t  t h e i r  m i s t a k e .  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  s o m e w h a t  

o f  a n  o b s t a c l e  f o r  p e a c e  ta lk s .

W h i l e  U .S .  a l ly ,  C o l o m b i a n  P r e s i d e n t  A n d r e s  P a s t r a n a  w a x e s  s o ­

p h i s t i c  a b o u t  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  a c h i e v e  p e a c e ,  h i s  a r m y  w o r k s  w i t h  p a r a ­

m i l i t a r y  m e r c e n a r i e s  t o  s l a u g h t e r  h i s  p e o p l e .  “ A n  e s t i m a t e d  7 8  p e r c e n t  

o f  C o l o m b i a ’s  r e p o r t e d  h u m a n  r ig h t s  a b u s e s  l a s t  y e a r ” 7 h a v e  b e e n  c o m ­

m i t t e d  b y  p a r a m i l i t a r y  d e a th  s q u a d s ,  t h a t  “ c o n t i n u e  to  o p e r a t e  w i th  th e  

s u p p o r t ,  a c q u i e s c e n c e  a n d  a t  t i m e s  w i th  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  [ g o v e r n ­

m e n t ]  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s . ” 8 T h e  r e m a i n i n g  2 2  p e r c e n t  o f  a b u s e s  a r e  d i ­

v i d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  C o l o m b i a n  a r m y  i t s e l f ,  t h e  g u e r i l l a s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

g r o u p s .  J u s t  a s  in  E a s t  T i m o r — in  w h ic h  A m e r i c a n  ( a n d  C a n a d i a n )  

s u p p o r t  h a s  e n a b le d  i t s  I n d o n e s i a n  a l l i e s  t o  m a s s a c r e  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  

p e o p l e  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n )  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  2 5  

y e a r s — U .S .  “ a i d "  h a s  c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  o f  t r a i n i n g  in  w a r f a r e  a n d  

t o r t u r e ,  a n d  s u p p l y i n g  w e a p o n s  t o  th e  l e a d in g  m u r d e r e r s  w h ic h ,  a s  p r e ­

v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  o n l y  n a t u r a l l y  r e s u l t s  in  a  d i r e c t l y  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  

r i s e  in  t h e  k i l l i n g s .

G i v e n  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in  C o l o m b i a ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  p l a y  u p  th e  d r u g  s to r y  t o  t h e  f u l l ;  n o  a t r o c i t i e s  a r e  

e v e r  c o m m i t t e d — b y  a n y  n a t i o n — w i t h o u t  f i r s t  f e i g n i n g  n o b l e  in t e n t .  

B y  s l a n d e r i n g  th e  g u e r i l l a s  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  a i d  s e n t  to  d e s t r o y  th e m  

c a n  b e  j u s t i f i e d ,  w h i l e  a t t e n t i o n  is  d r a w n  a w a y  f r o m  th e  r e a l  c u l p r i t s .

T h e  S to r y  H o l l y w o o d  T e l ls

P r o o f  o f  L i f e  p l a y s  t h e  “ n a r c o - g u e r r i l l a ”  l i e  f o r  a l l  i t  is  w o r t h .  In  

f a c t ,  t h e  l i e s  in  t h i s  m o v i e  a r e  s o  v u l g a r  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t  t h a t  s o m e o n e  

f e l t  it  w o u l d  b e  a  s e n s i b l e  p r e c a u t i o n  to  g iv e  a l l  th e  m a j o r  p l a y e r s  in  th e  

s to r y  n e w  n a m e s !  A l o n g  w i th  th e  C o l o m b i a / T e l a c c a  n a m e  c h a n g e ,  t h e  

r e d ,  y e l l o w  a n d  b lu e  C o lo m b ia n  f l a g  b e c o m e s  th e  r e d ,  y e l l o w  a n d  b l a c k  

f l a g  o f  T e l a c c a ;  t h e  r e d  a n d  b l a c k  in s i g n i a  o f  th e  E L N  b e c o m e s  t h e  r e d  

a n d  b l a c k  i n s ig n i a  o f  th e  “ E L T ” ; O c c i d e n ta l  O i l  b e c o m e s  “ O c to n a l  O i l . ”

E a r ly  in  t h e  m o v i e ,  C r o w e  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  t h e  d r e a d e d  

“ E L T ,”  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a  t h e y  o n c e  h a d  h a s  l o n g  

d e t e r i o r a t e d  a n d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  d r u g s  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .  L a t e r  s c e n e s  

d e p i c t  g u e r r i l l a s  w o r k in g  a n d  d e f e n d i n g  th e i r  “ c o c a in e  f a c t o r i e s . ”  W h i l e



t h e  a v e r a g e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  m i g h t  n o t  k n o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  a n y o n e  l i v in g  

in  C o l o m b i a ,  w o u l d  s e e  th i s  a s  lu d i c r o u s .  E v e n  P a s t r a n a  h i m s e l f  a d m i t s  

w h a t  is  c o m m o n  k n o w l e d g e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  g u e r r i l l a s :  “ t h e r e  is  n o  e v i d e n c e  

a t  th e  m o m e n t  t h a t  [ th e y ]  a r e  d r u g  t r a f f i c k e r s .  T h e y  d o  c h a r g e  th e  ‘n a r c o s ’ 

a  to l l .  B u t  t h e  F A R C  h a v e  a l w a y s  s a id  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  e r a d i c a t i n g  

i l l e g a l  c r o p s . ” 9

N o  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  p a r a m i l i t a r y  g r o u p s  is  m a d e  in  t h e  f i lm .  In  T e la c c a ,  

th e  g u e r r i l l a s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  c o m m i t t i n g  s e n s e l e s s  a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  o n  th e  

c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ;  t h e  g u e r r i l l a s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  t o r t u r e  t h e i r  h o s t a g e s .  

T h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  r e a l i t y  a n d  f i c t i o n  is ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e s t  s h o w n  b y  th e  

r e a c t i o n s  o f  f o r m e r  p r i s o n e r s .  I n  T e l a c c a ,  w e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i th  a  b a d l y  

w o r n  a n d  s t a r v i n g  I t a l i a n  w h o ,  u p o n  h i s  r e s c u e ,  h o l l e r s ,  “ T h e y  a r e  a n i ­

m a ls !  A n im a l s !  L o o k  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  to  m e ! ”  w h i l e  p o i n t i n g  to  a  

m i s s i n g  e a r .  In  C o l o m b i a ,  k id n a p p e d  c o i p o r a t e  e x e c u t i v e  F r a n k  S k e e  “ l i k ­

e n e d  h i s  t r i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  j u n g l e  t o  e c o t o u r i s m ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  u n d e r  

d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ‘c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  m a r k e t e d . ’” 10

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  f i l m  is  o n l y  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  a  s t e a d y  f l o w  o f  c o r p o r a t e  

m e d i a  i n t e n d e d  to  w h i t e w a s h  C l i n t o n ’s  b l o o d  m o n e y  in  th e  e y e s  o f  th e  

p u b l i c .  S o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  o n e - s id e d  r e p o r t s  v i l i f y in g  th e  g u e r r i l l a s ’ s t r u g g le  

h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  T i m e  W a r n e r  ( C N N ,  T i m e s ) ,  th e  p a r e n t  c o m p a n y  o f  C a s t l e  

R o c k  E n t e r t a i n m e n t — th e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  o u r  “ n a r c o - g u e r r i l l a ”  f l i c k !  

O f  c o u r s e ,  p a t r i o t i s m  o n l y  s t r e t c h e s  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  d o l l a r  b i l l ;  j u s t  l i k e  O c c i ­

d e n t a l  O i l ,  t h e  b i g  m e d i a  f i r m s  h a v e  a  p e r s o n a l  s t a k e  in  P l a n  C o l o m b i a  a s  

w e l l .  T i m e  W a r n e r / A O L  s e e s  C o l o m b i a  a s  “ a  k e y  l i n k  in  t h e  m e g a ­

c o m p a n y ’s  p l a n s  to  r o p e  a l l  o f  S o u th  A m e r i c a ’s r i s i n g  in t e r n e t  c o m m u n i t y  

i n t o  i t s  c y b e r n e t i c  e m p i r e ” 11, in  w h i c h ,  a s  b o a r d  m e m b e r  E d u a r d o  H a u s e r  

s u g g e s t e d ,  “ th e  g r o w t h  o p p o r tu n i ty  is  e n o r m o u s .” 12 A O L  c o f o u n d e r ,  J a m e s  

K i m s e y  h a s  e v e n  g o n e  s o  f a r  a s  t o  j o u r n e y  “ d o w n  to  m e e t  g u e r r i l l a  le a d e r s  

a n d  o p e n  t h e i r  e y e s  to  th e  m i r a c l e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m .” 13 I t ’s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  h e  

m a d e  m u c h  o f  a n  i m p r e s s i o n .  A s  f o r  o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  a r e  a l r e a d y  p r o p ­

e r l y  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  in  g r e e d  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  w e  h a v e  th e  l u x u r y  to  c l o s e  

o u r  e y e s  to  i t s  g h a s t l y  h u m a n  c o s t s  b e t w e e n  h a n d f u l s  o f  b u t t e r e d  p o p c o r n .

P r o o f  o f  L i f e  i s  o n l y  a n  e g g s h e l l  in  t h e  c o m p o s t  h e a p  o f  l i e s  a n d  p r o ­

p a g a n d a  c o v e r i n g  w h a t ,  f o r  m a n y ,  a r e  t h e i r  o n l y  w i n d o w s  to  t h e  w o r ld .  It 

is  v i t a l  t h a t  w e  th i n k  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  w h e n  K e a n u  R e e v e s  s h o w s  u s  t h a t  

b e i n g  a  s c a b  is  a  g o o d  a n d  h u m o u r o u s  t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  th e  g i r l s  d ig  y o u ,  

o r  w h e n  M a t t h e w  M c C o n a u g h e y  a c t s  o u t  a  r e v i s i o n i s t  d r a m a  a b o u t  w h ic h  

c o u n t r y  r e a l l y  c r a c k e d  th e  e n i g m a  c o d e .  I t is  t r u e ,  m o r e  s o  n o w  t h a n  e v e r ,  

t h a t— a s  O r w e l l  s o  a p t ly  p u t  i t— w e  h a v e  “ s u n k  to  a  d e p t h  a t  w h i c h  th e  

r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  o b v i o u s  is  t h e  f i r s t  d u ty  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  m e n . ”  U n f o r t u ­

n a t e ly ,  in  a  c u l t u r e  w h e r e  o u r  f i r s t  d u t y  is  t o  s c r a m b l e  f o r  p r o f i t ,  t h i n g s  j u s t  

d o n ’t s e e m  to  t u r n  o u t  t h a t  w a y .

1 D a r re n  F o n d a , “ G u e rr il la  C a p ita l is m .”  H a rp e rs  M a g a z in e  F eb . 2 0 0 0 , 60 .

2 N o a m  C h o m s k y  W h a t U n c le  S am  R e a lly  W an ts . O d o n ia n  P re s s  1993.
3 N o a m  C h o m s k y  “ T h e  C o lo m b ia  P la n .”  Z  M a g a z in e  A p ril 20 0 0 .

4 Ib id .

5 N a tio n a l L ib e ra tio n  A rm y  H o m e p a g e . A v a ila b le  at: h t tp : / /w w w .w e b .n e t/e ln / 
in d e x .h tm

6 C h o m sk y , ib id .

7 F o n d a , 61 .
8 A m n e s ty  In te r n a t io n a l .  “ T ra d e  A c t io n  R e p o r t”  19 9 9 . A v a ila b le  a t : h t tp : / /  
w w w .a m n e s ty .o rg /a i l ib / in tc a m /tu n io n /1 9 9 9 /c o lo m b ia .h tm

9 “ C o lo m b ia ’s P a s tra n a  P lay s  D o w n  F A R C  D ru g  L in k s .”  R u e te rs . J u ly  2 9 , 2 0 0 0 .

10 Ib id . H a rp e rs . 61 .
11 J u s t in  R a im o n d o , “ C a lig u la  in  C o lo m b ia — A  L e g a c y  o f  S h a m e ”  A u g u s t 7 .2 0 0 0 :  

a v a ila b le  a t h t tp :/ /w w w .a n tiw a r .c o m /ju s t in / j0 8 0 7 0 0 .h tm l
12 J u a n  C a r lo s  P e re z , P a u lo  A m a ra l , “A O L  F o rm s  J o in t  V en tu re  in  L a tin  A m e r ic a .”  

In te rn a tio n a l D a ta  G ro u p  D ec. 15, 1998.

13 P a tr ic k  S y m m e s , " M ira c u lo u s  F is h in g .”  H a rp e rs  M a g a z in e  D ec . 2 0 0 0 . 63 .

E s s e n t i a l  M e d i a

H o w a r d  Z i n n  " S t o r i e s  H o l l y w o o d  N e v e r  T e l l s ”

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t ,  e n g a g i n g  a n d  r a d i c a l  

p r o f e s s o r s  a r o u n d  to d a y ,  H o w a r d  Z i n n ,  t o o k  a  r e c e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k  a t  th e  T a o s  T a lk in g  F i lm  F e s t i v a l  in  

1 9 9 9  to  t a lk  a b o u t  t h e  s to r i e s  t h a t  h e  t h i n k s  H o l ly w o o d  

h a s  p u r p o s e l y  l e f t  o u t  o f  p u b l i c  e y e .  H e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  

s to r i e s  t h a t  H o l l y w o o d  t e l l s  a c tu a l l y  s e r v e  m o r e  t o  p r e s e n t  

a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t - e n d o r s e d  v e r s i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  

t h a t  d o e s n ' t  e x a c t l y  d o  m u c h  to  a c k n o w l e d g e  th e  r i c h  

h i s t o i y  o f  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g ,  a c t i n g ,  p l a y i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g  o n  

t h e i r  o w n  t e r m s .  I n  th i s  c a p t i v a t i n g  l e c tu r e ,  Z i n n  w e a v e s  

t h e  s to r i e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  t h a t  h e  t h i n k s  s h o u l d  b e  

i n c lu d e d  in  H o l ly w o o d ’s  r e p e r t o i r e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  H o l ly w o o d  

w o n ’t  b e  j u m p i n g  to  m a k e  f i l m s  t h a t  a r e  s y m p a t h e t i c  to  

f a r m e r s  s t r ik i n g  b a c k  a g a in s t  g o v e r n m e n t  ta x a t i o n ,  o r  c h i ld  

t e x t i l e  w o r k e r s  m a r c h i n g  t o  T e d d y  R o o s e v e l t 's  s u m m e r  

h o m e  in  O y s t e r  B a y ,  o r  th e  C o l u m b u s  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  

N a t i v e  A r a w a k  t r i b e s .

T h i s  C D  w a s  p r o d u c e d  

a n d  in t r o d u c e d  b y  D a v id  

B a r s a m i a n  o f  A l t e r n a t i v e  

R a d io .

- j a s o n  k u e s m a

C D  $  15 f r o m  A l t e r n a t i v e  

T e n t a c l e s  R e c o r d s ,  P O  

B o x  4 1 9 0 9 2 ,  S a n  

F r a n c i s c o ,  C A  9 4 1 4 1  

w w w .a l t c m a t i v e t e n t a c l e s . c o m

M e d i a  R e a d e r  J a n / F e b / M a r  2 0 0 1

T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i r d  i n s t a l l m e n t  in  a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  1 w a s  r e a l l y  

e x c i t e d  to  s e e  w h e n  i t  d e b u t e d .  M e d i a  R e a d e r  is  a  f r e e  

n e w s p r i n t  m a g a z i n e  o f  s o r t s  t h a t  c o m b i n e s  f e a t u r e - l e n g th  

a r t i c l e s ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,  i n s ig h t f u l  r e v i e w s ,  a n d  c r e a t i v e  a n d  

l e g i b l e  d e s i g n  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  r e a d e r  t h a t  s h o u ld  

d e f i n i t e l y  c o m e  o u t  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r  t i m e s  a  y e a r .  T h i s  

i s s u e  f e a t u r e s  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  J e l l o  B i a f r a ’s  s p e a k i n g  

e n g a g e m e n t s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h e  d i r t  b e h i n d  w h a t  w e n t  

d o w n  w i th  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  ( i f  n o t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y )  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  “ b u s i n e s s e s , ”  ( U n a m c r i c a n  A c t i v i t i e s )  

c o v e r a g e  o f  p r o t e s t s  in  P r a g u e  a n d  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a 

d o c t o r  o n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l th .  T h e  r e v i e w  s e c t i o n  is  

a m a z i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  n o t  

o n l y  c r i t i q u e s  t h e  m u s i c  

b u t  a l s o  a p p l i e s  a  r u b r i c  

t o  t h e  a e s t h e t i c s  o f  t h e  

p a c k a g e ’s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

- j a s o n  k u e s m a

M e d i a  R e a d e r  i s  f r e e  

( s e n d  s o m e  p o s t a g e )  b y  

w r i t i n g  M e d ia  R e a d e r ,  P O  

B o x  6 4 1 5 4 4 ,  C h i c a g o ,  IL  

6 0 6 6 4 - 1 5 4 4  

w w w .m e d i a r e a d e r .o r g





C a n  y o u  

t r u s t  y o u r  D o c t o r ?

W e s t e r n  M e d i c i n e /  B i g  M o n e y ,  a n d  T h e  C a n c e r  R a c k e t

b y  G a v i n  P h i l l i p s

" E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  

k n o w  t h a t  m o s t  c a n c e r  

r e s e a r c h  i s  l a r g e l y  a  

f r a u d . . . "

-  L i n u s  P a u l i n g ,  P h . D .  ( 1 9 0 1 -  

1 9 9 4 ) ,  t w o - t i m e  N o b e l  P r i z e  

w i n n e r

B y  t h e  t i m e  y o u  h a v e  f i n i s h e d  r e a d ­

i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  1 1  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  

h a v e  d i e d  f r o m  c a n c e r .  T h i s  y e a r ,  a b o u t  

1 .2  m i l l i o n  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  b e  d i a g n o s e d  w i th  

c a n c e r  a n d  s o m e  5 6 0 ,0 0 0  w i l l  d i e  f r o m  it . 

T h e s e  r a t e s  h a v e  d o u b l e d  in  l e s s  t h a n  4 0  y e a r s .

I n  1 9 7 1  P r e s id e n t  N i x o n  d e c l a r e d  t h e  f a ­

m o u s  “ w a r  o n  c a n c e r . ”  T h i r t y  y e a r s  a n d  s o m e  

3 0  b i l l i o n  r e s e a r c h  d o l l a r s  l a t e r  w e  a r e  s t i l l  

b e i n g  p r e s c r i b e d  th e  s a m e  t h r e e  f a i l i n g  t r e a t ­

m e n t s :  s u r g e r y ,  c h e m o t h e r a p y  a n d  r a d i a t i o n  

t r e a t m e n t .  W h y ?

T h r e e  C a s e  S t u d i e s

M y  a n s w e r  b e g i n s  w i th  a  s y n o p s i s  o f  th r e e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s u p ­

p r e s s e d  f o r  d e c a d e s  b y  o r t h o d o x  m e d i c i n e .  

F i r s t .  I m u s t  s t r e s s  th a t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  t r e a tm e n t s  

is  a  g u a r a n t e e d  c a n c e r  c u r e .  S o m e  w o r k  b e t t e r  

w i t h  o n e  p e r s o n  th a n  a n o t h e r ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  

t h e  t y p e  o f  c a n c e r .  A  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  is  

o n e  o f  a  s t r i c t  n u t r i t i o n a l  d ie t .

R o y a l  R a y m o n d  R i f e

T h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  is  a b o u t  t h e  R i f e  r a d i o  f r e ­

q u e n c y  m a c h i n e .  R o y a l  R a y m o n d  R i f e  w a s  

b o m  1 8 8 8 , in  E l k h o m ,  N e b r a s k a .  R i f e ’s p a s ­

s i o n s  w e r e  m i c r o s c o p e s ,  m i c r o b i o l o g y  a n d  

e l e c t r o n i c s .

R i f e ’s  g e n i u s  in  b u i l d i n g  in c r e d i b l y  c o m ­

p l e x  l i g h t  m i c r o s c o p e s  is  a n  u n d i s p u t e d  fa c t .  

R o y  b u i l t  f i v e  in  t o t a l .  T h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  

p o w e r f u l  w a s  h i s  “ U n i v e r s a l  M i c r o s c o p e , ”  

m a d e  w i th  j u s t  o v e r  5 ,2 0 0  p a r t s .  E l e c t r o n  m i ­

c r o s c o p e s  t o d a y  a r c  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  b u t  t h e y  

k i l l  t h e  m i n u te  o r g a n i s m s  R i f e  w a s  a t t e m p t i n g  

to  s e e .  Y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e m  a l i v e  in  

o r d e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e m  a n d ,  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ly ,  

i d e n t i f y  w h a t  k i l l s  t h e m .

I t  to o k  R i f e  a b o u t  12 y e a r s ,  b e t w e e n  1 9 2 0 -  

1 9 3 2 ,  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  c a n c e r  m i c r o b e .  H e  n a m e d  

i t  t h e  B X  v i r u s .  R if e  b e g a n  s u b j e c t i n g  t h e  c a n ­

c e r  m i c r o b e  to  d i f f e r e n t  r a d i o  f r e q u e n c i e s  to

s e e  i f  th e y  w e r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  it .

A f t e r  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

h o u r s ,  R i f e  d i s c o v e r e d  w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  

M o r t a l  O s c i l l a t o r y  R a t e  o f  t h e  c a n c e r  m i ­

c r o b e — s im p ly ,  t h e  e x a c t  f r e q u e n c y  th a t  k i l l e d  

i t .  R i f e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c u r e d  c a n c e r  i n  o v e r  4 0 0  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n i m a l s  b e f o r e  t e s t i n g  w a s  r e a d y  

f o r  h u m a n s .

D r .  M i l l b a n k  J o h n s o n ,  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  

R i f e ,  s e t  u p  t h e  S p e c i a l  M e d i c a l  R e s e a r c h  

C o m m i t t e e  t o  w i t n e s s  w h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  th i s  

f i r s t  c l i n i c .  I n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 3 4 , 16  t e r m i ­

n a l l y  il l c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  th r e e  m i n ­

u t e s  o f  th e  f r e q u e n c y  e v e r y  d a y .

T h e y  s o o n  l e a r n e d  th a t  th i s  w a s  t o o  m u c h  

b e c a u s e  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y  n e e d e d  m o r e  t i m e  to  

d i s p o s e  o f  th e  d e a d  t o x i n s .  T h e y  w e r e  g iv e n  

th r e e  m i n u t e s  e v e r y  t h i r d  d a y .  F o u r t e e n  o f  th e  

s u p p o s e d l y  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  c l e a r  

o f  c a n c e r  a n d  h e a l t h y  w h e n  t h e  c l i n i c  c l o s e d  

a f t e r  th r e e  m o n t h s .  T h e  o t h e r  tw o  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  

p r o n o u n c e d  c u r e d  o n e  m o n t h  a f t e r  t h e  c l i n i c  

c l o s e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  m i n i m a l ,  i f  a n y ,  s h o r t ­

t e r m  s id e  e f f e c t s .

R i f e  w r o t e  in  1 9 5 3 :  “ S i x t e e n  c a s e s  w e r e  

t r e a t e d  a t  t h e  c l i n i c  f o r  m a n y  ty p e s  o f  m a l i g ­

n a n c y . A f t e r  th r e e  m o n t h s ,  1 4  o f  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  

h o p e l e s s  c a s e s  w e r e  s i g n e d  o f f  a s  c l i n i c a l l y  

c u r e d  b y  t h e  s t a f f  o f  f i v e  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  a n d  

D r . A l v i n  G .  F o o r d ,  M .D . ,  p a t h o l o g i s t  f o r  th e  

g r o u p . ”

I n  1 9 3 7  R i f e  a n d  s o m e  c o l l e a g u e s  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  a  c o m p a n y  c a l l e d  B e a m  R a y .  T h e y  

m a n u f a c t u r e d  1 4  f r e q u e n c y  I n s t r u m e n t s .  D r. 

J a m e s  C o u c h e ,  w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c l i n i c ,  

u s e d  o n e  o f  R i f e ’s  m a c h i n e s  w i t h  g r e a t  s u c ­

c e s s  f o r  2 2  y e a r s .

T h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  m a n  in  m e d ic i n e  a t  th i s  

t i m e  w a s  D r . M o r r i s  F i s h b e in .  H e  w a s  c h i e f  

e d i t o r  o f  th e  A m e r i c a n  M e d ic a l  A s s o c i a t i o n s  

( A M A )  J o u r n a l .  F i s h b e in  h a d  f a i l e d  a n a to m y  

a n d  n e v e r  t r e a t e d  a  p a t i e n t  in  h i s  l i f e .  H is  o n ly  

m o t iv a t io n s  w e r e  m o n e y  a n d  p o w e r .  H e  d e ­

c i d e d  w h ic h  d r u g s  w e r e  to  b e  s o ld  to  t h e  p u b l i c  

b a s e d  s o l e l y  o n  th e  d r u g  m a n u f a c t u r e r ’s  w i l l ­

in g n e s s  to  p a y  th e  a d v e r t i s i n g  r a t e s  t h a t  h e  s e t .

[ p o l i t i c s ]



F is h b e in  h e a r d  a b o u t  R i f e ’s  f r e q u e n c y  m a ­

c h i n e  a n d  w a n t e d  to  b u y  a  s h a r e .  T h e  o f f e r  w a s  

r e f u s e d .  H e  th e n  o f f e r e d  P h i l  H o y la n d ,  a n  i n ­

v e s to r ,  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  e n a b le  h im  to  s te a l  

th e  c o m p a n y  f r o m  R i f e  a n d  th e  o t h e r  in v e s to r s .

T h e  t r i a l  o f  1 9 3 9  p u t  a n  e n d  to  a n y  p r o p e r  

s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  F r e q u e n c y  I n ­

s t r u m e n t .  T h i s  w a s  a  l a w s u i t  b r o u g h t  b y  

H o y la n d ,  f u n d e d  b y  F i s h b e i n ,  t o  t r y  a n d  s t e a l  

t h e  c o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  F r e q u e n c y  I n s t r u m e n t  

f r o m  R i f e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i n v e s t o r s .T h e  t r i a l  w a s  

t h e  u n d o i n g  o f  R i f e .  N o t  u s e d  to  b e i n g  s a v ­

a g e l y  a t t a c k e d  in  o p e n  c o u r t ,  h e  c r u m b l e d  u n ­

d e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e .  A l t h o u g h  R i f e  w o n  t h e  c a s e ,  

h e  t u r n e d  to  a l c o h o l  a n d  b e c a m e  a n  a l c o h o l i c .

F i s h b e in  u s e d  h i s  p e r v a s i v e  p o w e r  w i th i n  

t h e  A M A  t o  t h w a r t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f

R i f e ’s  w o r k .  D r . M i l l b a n k  J o h n s o n  d i e d  in  

1 9 4 4 . In  1 9 5 0  R i f e  j o i n e d  u p  w i th  J o h n  C r a n e ,  

a n  e l e c t r i c a l  e n g i n e e r .  T h e y  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  

f o r  10  y e a r s  b u i l d in g  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  f r e q u e n c y  

m a c h i n e s .  B u t  in  1 9 6 0  th e  A M A  c l o s e d  th e m  

d o w n .  C r a n e  w a s  im p r i s o n e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  

a n d  a  m o n t h ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  1 4  p a t i e n t s  t e s t i f i e d  

a s  to  th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  m a c h in e .  R i f e  d ie d  

in  1 9 7 1 .

A m y g d a l i n / L a e t r i l e

In  1 9 5 2  D r. E r n s t  K r e b s  f r o m  S a n  F r a n ­

c i s c o  a d v a n c e d  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  c a n c e r  is  a  d e ­

f i c i e n c y  d i s e a s e ,  s i m i l a r  t o  s c u r v y  o r  p e l l a g r a .  

H i s  t h e o r y  w a s  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  

w a s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a n  e s s e n t i a l  f o o d  c o m p o u n d  in  

m o d e m  m a n ’s  d i e t .  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  i t  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  n i t r i l o s i d e  f a m i ly ,  w h i c h  i s  f o u n d  in  o v e r  

1 ,2 0 0  e d i b l e  p l a n t s .  N i t r i l o s i d e ,  g e n e r a l l y  r e ­

f e r r e d  t o  a s  a m y g d a l i n ,  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  p r e v a l e n t  

i n  t h e  s e e d s  o f  a p r i c o t s ,  b l a c k t h o r n  c h e r r i e s ,  

n e c t a r i n e s ,  p e a c h e s ,  a p p l e s  a n d  o th e r s .

T h e  b e s t  w a y  f o r  K r e b s  t o  p r o v e  h i s  

t h e o r y  w o u l d  b e  t o  h a v e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  

e a t  a  d i e t  v e r y  h ig h  in  a m y g d a l i n  a n d  m o n i t o r  

t h e m — a m e n o r m o u s l y  c o s t l y  e x e r c i s e  t o  s a y  

th e  l e a s t .  F o r tu n a t e ly  f o r  K r e b s ,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  

h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t .

N e s t l e d  b e t w e e n  W e s t  P a k is ta n ,  I n d i a  a n d  

C h i n a ,  is  t h e  t i n y  k i n g d o m  o f  H u n z a .  T h e  

p e o p l e  o f  H u n z a  c o n s u m e  2 0 0  t i m e s  m o r e  

a m y g d a l i n  in  t h e i r  d i e t  th a n  th e  a v e r a g e  A m e r i ­

c a n .

V i s i t i n g  m e d ic a l  t e a m s  f o u n d  th e m  c a n ­

c e r  f r e e .  I n  1 9 7 3  P r in c e  M o h a m m e d  K h a n ,  s o n  

o f  t h e  M i r  o f  H u n z a ,  to l d  C h a r l e s  H i l l i n g e r  o f  

th e  L A  T i m e s  th e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  h i s  p e o p l e  is  

a b o u t  8 5 .  M o r e  im p o r t a n t ly ,  t h e y  l i v e  v i g o r ­

o u s  a n d  m e n t a l l y  a l e r t  l i v e s  u p  u n t i l  a  f e w  d a y s  

b e f o r e  t h e y  d ie .

O n l y  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a v e  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  

H u n z a  c a n c e r  c a s e s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d .  T h a t  is  d u e  

t o  a  n a r r o w  r o a d  b e i n g  c a r v e d  in  t h e  m o u n t a i n  

a n d  f o o d  f r o m  t h e  “ c i v i l i z e d ”  w o r l d  r e a c h i n g

H u n z a .

I n  th e  1 .9 7 0 s , t h e  F D A  m o u n t e d  a  w i d e ­

s p r e a d  a n d  e r r o n e o u s  m e d i a  c a m p a i g n  a l l e g ­

in g  t h a t  a m y g d a l i n  is  t o x i c  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  b e ­

c a u s e  i t  c o n t a i n s  c y a n i d e .  Y e s ,  i t  d o e s ,  in  

m i n u t e  q u a n t i t i e s .  I f  y o u  e a t  t h e  s e e d s  f r o m  a  

h u n d r e d  a p p l e s  in  a  d a y  y o u  r i s k  s e r i o u s  s id e  

e f f e c t s ,  p o s s i b l y  d e a th .  I f  y o u  e a t  e n o r m o u s  

a m o u n t s  o f  a n y t h i n g  y o u  r u n  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  

r i s k s .  A s p i r in  is  2 0  t i m e s  m o r e  t o x i c  t h a n  th e  

s a m e  a m o u n t  o f  a m y g d a l i n .

O r t h o d o x  m e d i c i n e  s a y s  t h a t  L a e t r i l e  ( a  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  f o r m  o f  a m y g d a l i n  d e v e l o p e d  b y  

D r . K r e b s )  w a s  t h o r o u g h l y  t e s t e d  a n d  f o u n d  

to  b e  w o r th l e s s .  T h e  l o n g e s t  a n d  m o s t  f a m o u s  

L a e t r i l e  t e s t s  e v e r  p e r f o r m e d  r a n  f o r  n e a r l y  f iv e  

y e a r s  a t  A m e r i c a ’s  m o s t  p r e s t i g i o u s  c a n c e r  r e ­

s e a r c h  c e n t e r ,  t h e  M e m o r i a l  S l o a n - K e t t e r i n g  

C a n c e r  C e n t e r  in  N e w  Y o rk .  A t  t h e  c o n c l u ­

s i o n  o f  t h e  t r i a l s ,  o n  J u n e  1 5 , 1 9 7 7 ,  t h e y  r e ­

l e a s e d  a  p r e s s  s t a t e m e n t  d e c l a r i n g ,  “ . . .L a e t r i l e  

w a s  f o u n d  to  p o s s e s s  n e i t h e r  p r e v e n t a t i v e ,  n o r  

t u m o r - r e g r e s s e n t ,  n o r  a n t i - m e ta s t a t i c ,  n o r  c u r a ­

t i v e  a n t i c a n c e r  a c t i v i t y . ”

S o  t h a t  is  i t  th e n ,  r i g h t ?  I t  d o c s  n o t  g e t  

m o r e  a d a m a n t  th a n  th a t .  W e  c a n  c l o s e  t h e  b o o k  

o n  L a e t r i l e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  a t  

S lo a n - K e t t e r in g  th e r e  w a s  a n  u n f o r e s e e n  p r o b ­

le m . W h e n  a  j o u r n a l i s t  a s k e d  D r. K a n e m a t s u  

S u g iu r a ,  “ D o  y o u  s t i c k  b y  y o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  L a ­

e t r i l e  s to p s  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  c a n c e r ? ”  h e  r e p l i e d .  

“ I  s t i c k . ”

T h o s e  tw o  w o r d s  w e r e  a  m a j o r  e m b a r ­

r a s s m e n t  t o  t h e  a c c u m u l a t e d  d e m i g o d s  o n  th e  

d a i s .  T h e  r e a s o n  b e i n g  is  t h a t  D r .  K a n e m a t s u  

S u g i u r a  w a s  t h e  p r e e m i n e n t  c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h e r  

in  A m e r i c a ,  p r o b a b l y  th e  w o r l d ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

N o b o d y  h a d  e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  S u g i u r a ’s  d a t a  in  

6 0  y e a r s  o f  c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h .  S u g iu r a  w a s  a s k e d  

w h y  S l o a n - K e t t e r i n g  w a s  a g a i n s t  L a e t r i l e .  

“ W h y  a r e  t h e y  s o  m u c h  a g a i n s t  i t ? ”  S u g i u r a  

a n s w e r e d ,  “ I  d o n ' t  k n o w . M a y b e  t h e  m e d ic a l  

p r o f e s s i o n  d o e s n ’t  l i k e  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  

m a k i n g  to o  m u c h  m o n e y .”

S u g i u r a  h a d  to  b e  p r o v e n  w r o n g .  B u t  

o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a d  o b ta in e d  s i m i l a r  p o s i t i v e  

r e s u l t s .  D r .  L l o y d  S c h l o e n ,  a  b i o c h e m i s t  a t  

S lo a n - K e t t e r in g ,  i n c lu d e d  p r o t e o ly t i c  e n z y m e s  

in  h i s  i n j e c t i o n s  a n d  r e p o r t e d  1 0 0 %  c u r e  r a t e  

a m o n g  h i s  a l b i n o  m ic e .  T h i s  d a t a  h a d  to  b e  

b u r i e d .  S l o a n - K e t t e r i n g  th e n  c h a n g e d  t h e  p r o ­

t o c o l s  o f  t h e  t e s t s  a n d  a m o u n t s  o f  L a e t r i l e  to  

m a k e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  th e y  f a i l e d .  N o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y  

t h e y  f a i l e d ,  a n d  t h a t  is  w h a t  th e y  r e p o r t e d .

S l o a n - K e t t e r i n g ’s  m o t i v e s  w e r e  c l e a r l y  

r e v e a l e d  in  th e  m i n u te s  o f  a  m e e t i n g  t h a t  to p  

o f f i c i a l s  h e l d  o n  J u ly  2 ,  1 9 7 4 . T h e  d i s c u s s io n s  

w e r e  p r iv a t e  a n d  c a n d id .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  n u m e r ­

o u s  S lo a n - K e t t e r in g  o f f ic ia l s  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  

o f  th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  a m y g d a l i n  is  o b v io u s ;  

th e y  j u s t  w e r e  n o t  s u r e  a s  t o  th e  d e g r e e  o f  i t s

e f f e c t iv e n e s s .  B u t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  

f u r th e r  t e s t i n g  o f  th i s  n a tu r a l  p r o d u c t .  T h e  m i n ­

u te s  r e a d ,  “ S lo a n - K e t t e r in g  is  n o t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

a b o u t  s tu d y in g  a m y g d a l i n  [ L a e t r i l e ]  b u t  w o u ld  

l i k e  t o  s tu d y  C N  ( c y a n i d e ) - r e l e a s in g  d r u g s .”

S l o a n - K e t t e r i n g  w a n t e d  a  m a n - m a d e ,  

“ p a t e n t a b l e ”  c h e m ic a l  t o  m i m i c  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  

f o u n d  in  a m y g d a l i n ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  is  w h e r e  t h e  

m o n e y  w a s .  I f  a  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  c a n c e r  t r e a t ­

m e n t  o r  c u r e  w a s  f o u n d  in  t h e  l o w ly  a p r i c o t  

s e e d ,  i t  w o u l d  s p e l l  e c o n o m i c  d i s a s t e r  f o r  th e  

c a n c e r  in d u s t r y .

T h e  H o x s e y  R e m e d i e s

H a r r y  H o x s e y ,  b o r n  1 9 0 1 , w a s  a n  e x - c o a l  

m i n e r  w i th  a n  e i g h t h  g r a d e  e d u c a t i o n .  F r o m

t h e  1 9 2 0 s  to  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  H a r r y  H o x s e y  a n d  h is  

n a t u r a l  r e m e d ie s  w o u ld  w a g e  th e  f i e r c e s t  b a t t l e  

w i t h  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m e d i c i n e  th i s  c o u n t r y  h a s  

e v e r  s e e n .  T h e  r e m e d i e s  w e r e  h a n d e d  d o w n  

b y  H a r r y ’s g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  J o h n  H o x s e y .  

J o h n ,  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  h a d  o b s e r v e d  a  h o r s e  h e  

o w n e d  h e a l  i t s e l f  o f  c a n c e r  b y  e a t i n g  c e r t a in  

h e r b s  in  h i s  p a s t u r e ,  a n d  h e  u s e d  t h e  h e r b s  to  

h e a l  o t h e r  a n i m a l s .

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  

w e r e  a d d e d  a n d  t h e  r e m e d y  w a s  t r i e d  o n  h u ­

m a n s .  T h e  H o x s e y  t r e a t m e n t  c o m p r i s e d  tw o  

c o m p o n e n t s — a n  h e r b a l  to n i c  t h a t  c l e a n s e d  th e  

b o d y  a n d  b o o s t e d  th e  i m m u n e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  a n  

e x t e r n a l  p a s t e  f o r  t u m o r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  b o d y .

H a r r y  o p e n e d  h i s  f i r s t  c l i n i c  i n  D a l l a s  in  

1 9 2 4 .  B y  1 9 5 0  h e  h a d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e l y -  

o w n e d  c a n c e r  c l i n i c  in  A m e r i c a ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  

in  1 7  s t a t e s .  A l t h o u g h  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c a n c e r  

p a t i e n t s  s w o r e  t h a t  H o x s e y  h a d  c u r e d  th e m  o f  

c a n c e r ,  H a r r y  w a s  b r a n d e d  a  q u a c k  a n d  a  c h a r ­

l a t a n  b y  t h e  m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y .

D a l l a s  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  A 1 T e m p l e t o n  

d e t e s t e d  H o x s e y  a n d  a r r e s t e d  h im  a n  u n p r e c ­

e d e n te d  1 0 0  t i m e s  i n  tw o  y e a r s .  H o x s e y  w o u l d  

b a i l  h i m s e l f  o u t  w i th i n  a  d a y  o r  t w o  b e c a u s e  

T e m p le to n  c o u l d  n e v e r  p e r s u a d e  a n y  o f  H a r r y ’s 

p a t i e n t s  t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  h i m .  T e m p l e t o n  

v o w e d  to  p u t  H o x s e y  a w a y  f o r  g o o d ,  u n t i l  h i s  

o w n  b r o t h e r  s e c r e t l y  u s e d  t h e  H o x s e y  th e r a p y .  

H is  c a n c e r  d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d  T e m p le to n  g a v e  

H o x s e y  t h e  c r e d i t .  In  a  s t a r t l i n g  a b o u t  f a c e ,  

A 1 T e m p le to n  b e c a m e  H o x s e y ’s  l a w y e r  a n d  

o n e  o f  h is  g r e a t e s t  a d v o c a t e s .

In  1 9 3 9  E s q u i r e  m a g a z i n e  w r i t e r  J a m e s  

W a k e f i e l d  B u r k e  w a s  a s k e d  to  w r i t e  a  p i e c e  

o n  H o x s e y  a n d  e x p o s e  h im  a s  a  q u a c k .  J a m e s  

r e c a l l s ,  “ I c a m e  to  T e x a s ,  I e x p e c t e d  to  s t a y  

a b o u t  a  d a y ,  g e t  m y  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  l e a v e .  I  

b e c a m e  f a s c i n a t e d .  I s t a y e d  f o r  s ix  w e e k s ,  e v ­

e r y  d a y  H a r r y  w o u l d  p i c k  m e  u p ,  b r i n g  m e  to  

t h e  c l i n i c . ”  J a m e s  c o n t i n u e s ,  “ . . .H e  w o u l d  p u t  

h i s  a r m  a r o u n d  th e s e  o l d  m e n  a n d  w o m a n ,  s a y ,  

‘D a d ,  t h e m  d o c t o r s  b e e n  c u t t i n g  y o u  u p ,  I a i n ’t 

g o n n a  le t  t h e m  s o n s - o - b i t c h e s  k i l l  y o u . . . ’ H e ’d



t r e a t  t h e m  a n d  t h e y ’d  g e t  b e t t e r  a n d  b e g i n  t o  

g e t  w e l l . ”

J a m e s  w r o t e  a n  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  “ T h e  

Q u a c k  T h a t  C u r e d  C a n c e r , ”  b u t  E s q u i r e  d id  

n o t  p u b l i s h  it . T h e  l a te  M i ld r e d  N e l s o n  t r e a t e d  

p e o p l e  w i th  th e  H o x s e y  m e th o d  f o r  s o m e  5 0  

y e a r s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i n i t i a l l y  s h e  a l s o  t h o u g h t  

H o x s e y  w a s  a  f r a u d .  M i l d r e d ’s  m o t h e r ,  D e l l a ,  

h a d  c o n t r a c t e d  u t e r i n e  c a n c e r  a n d  o r t h o d o x  

m e d i c i n e  h a d  g i v e n  u p  o n  h e r .  M i l d r e d ’s  

m o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r  w a n t e d  to  t r y  t h e  H o x s e y  

t r e a t m e n t .  S h e  r e c a l l s  t r y i n g  to  t a lk  t h e m  o u t  

o f  i t ,  “ T h e y  d i d n ’t  b u d g e .  S o  I t h o u g h t ,  w e l l ,  

I ’ ll g o  d o w n  th e r e  a n d  s e e  w h a t ’s  g o i n g  o n ,  

t h e n  I c a n  g e t  t h e m  o u t  o f  it . I c a l l e d  H a r r y  

a n d  a s k e d  h i m  i f  h e  s t i l l  n e e d e d  a  n u r s e .  T  s u r e  

d o ,  b e  h e r e  in  th e  m o r n i n g . '  . . .B y  t h e  e n d  o f  a

y e a r  1 b e g a n  to  r e a l i z e ,  g e e  th i s  d o e s  h e l p ,  m u m  

h a d  g o t t e n  b e t t e r  a n d  to  th i s  d a y  is  a l i v e  a n d  

s a s s y  a s  c a n  b e .”

M i l d r e d  N e l s o n  a n d  J a m e s  B u r k e  h a d  

d o n e  s o m e t h i n g  th e  N a t i o n a l  C a n c e r  I n s t i t u t e  

h a s  n e v e r  d o n e ;  i n v e s t i g a t e  H o x s e y  a n d  h i s  

t r e a t m e n t s  f i r s t  h a n d .  T h e y  f o u n d  h im  to  b e  a  

c a r i n g  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  h e a l e r  w h o  w a s  n o t  p r o f ­

i t i n g  f r o m  c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s .  H a r r y  h a d  s w o r n  

o n  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  d e a t h b e d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  

h a v e  a c c e s s  to  th e  r e m e d y ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  o r  

h e r  a b i l i t y  to  p a y .  A s  H a r r y  s a id ,  “ I d o n ’t  h a v e  

to  d o  th i s  k in d  o f  w o r k ;  I ’v e  g o t  m o r e  o i l  w e l l s  

t h a n  a  l o t  o f  m e n  w h o  c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  b i g  

p r o d u c e r s . . .A n y  m a n  t h a t  w o u ld  t r a f f i c  o n  s ic k ,  

d y i n g ,  o r  th e  b l i n d  c a u s e d  f r o m  c a n c e r  i s  t h e  

w o r s t  s c o u n d r e l  o n  e a r t h . ”

S t i l l ,  t h e  H o x s e y  t r e a t m e n t  d o e s  n o t  

w o r k  f o r  e v e r y b o d y .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  H o x s e y  h i m ­

s e l f  c o n t r a c t e d  p r o s t a t e  c a n c e r ,  b u t  h a d  to  r e ­

s o r t  t o  s u r g e r y  w h e n  h i s  r e m e d i e s  d i d  n o t  

w o r k .

I t  w a s  n o t  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  i n f a m o u s  M o r ­

r i s  F i s h b e i n  o f  t h e  A M A  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  

H o x s e y  t r e a tm e n t  a n d  w a n te d  to  b u y  s o le  r ig h t s  

to  i t ,  w i t h  s o m e  o t h e r  A M A  d o c t o r s .  H o x s e y  

w o u l d  o n ly  a g r e e  i f  it  s t a t e d  in  th e  c o n t r a c t  

t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  t h e  t r e a t ­

m e n t s ,  n o t  j u s t  a  w e a l t h y  f e w . F i s h b e in  r e f u s e d  

a n d  s o  b e g a n  a  2 5 - y e a r  m e d i a  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  

F i s h b e i n  a n d  H o x s e y .

T h e  m u d s l i n g i n g  c u l m i n a t e d  in  a  l a w s u i t  

b r o u g h t  b y  H o x s e y  a g a i n s t  F i s h b e in .  M u c h  

to  e v e r y o n e ’s  a m a z e m e n t ,  H o x s e y  w o n  t h e  

c a s e .  E v e n  s o ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  19 5 0 s  t h e  F D A  c l o s e d  

d o w n  a l l  o f  H o x s e y ’s  c l i n i c s .  M i l d r e d  N e l s o n  

t o o k  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  t o  T i ju a n a ,  M e x ic o  in  1 9 6 3 . 

M i ld r e d  t r e a t e d  th o u s a n d s  o f  p a t i e n t s  w i th  c a n ­

c e r  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  in  1 9 9 9  ( h e r  s i s t e r  h a s  t a k e n  

o v e r ) .  B y  a l l  a c c o u n t s ,  M i l d r e d  w a s  o n e  o f  

th e  f i n e s t ,  m o s t  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  c a r e g i v e r s  y o u  

a r e  e v e r  l i k e ly  t o  f in d .  W h i l e  t h o u s a n d s  s ta t e  

t h a t  M i l d r e d  c u r e d  th e m  o f  c a n c e r  a n d  w i th  

m e d ic a l  r e c o r d s  t o  p r o v e  it ,  th e  N a t i o n a l  C a n ­

c e r  I n s t i t u t e  t u r n s  a  b l i n d  e y e .

M a i n s t r e a m  M e d i c i n e  

v s .  A l t e r n a t i v e  T r e a t m e n t s

S o ,  w h a t  d o e s  m a i n s t r e a m  m e d i c i n e  s a y  

a b o u t  a l t e r n a t i v e  c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t s  in  g e n e r a l ?  

T h e  P a v l o v i a n  r e s p o n s e  is  a  r a t h e r  s u p e r c i l ­

io u s ,  " T h e y  r e l y  o n  a n e c d o t a l  e v i d e n c e  w h ic h  

is  n o t  s c i e n t i f i c . ”  S c i e n t i s t s  a t t e m p t  t o  s w e e p  

a l l  p a t i e n t  t e s t im o n y ,  v e r i f i e d  b y  a  d o c to F  o r  

n o t ,  i n t o  t h e  r e a l m s  o f  m y t h  a n d  l e g e n d .  T h e y  

t e l l  u s  t h a t  in  o r d e r  t o  t e s t  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  a  

c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t  it m u s t  b e  s u b j e c t e d  to  th e  

r i g o r  o f  c o u n t l e s s  d o u b l e - b l i n d  s t u d i e s ,  c l i n i ­

c a l  t r i a l s  a n d  p e e r  r e v i e w  g r o u p s .  I n  t h e o r y  

t h i s  s o u n d s  f in e ,  b u t  in  p r a c t i c e  s e v e r a l  f l a w s  

b e c o m e  a p p a r e n t .  In  5 0  y e a r s  o f  c a n c e r  r e ­

s e a r c h  a n d  u m p t e e n  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  n o  h e a d w a y

h a s  b e e n  m a d e  in  f i n d i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  t r e a t ­

m e n t  o r  c u r e  f o r  t h e  d e a d l i e s t  c a n c e r s .  A t  th e  

s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  i n c id e n c e  o f  c a n c e r  is  c o n t i n u ­

a l ly  o n  t h e  r i s e .

A n o t h e r  p o in t  is  th a t  t h e s e  s u p p o s e d  e x ­

a c t i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  d r u g  t r i a l s  a r e  in  f a c t  n o th i n g  

o f  th e  s o r t .  C l in ic a l  o n c o l o g i s t s  h a v e  a n  o b v i ­

o u s  v e s t e d  in t e r e s t  in  p r o d u c i n g  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  

f r o m  c a n c e r  d r u g  t r i a ls .  T h e r e  a r e  c a s e s  o f  o u t ­

r i g h t  f r a u d ,  a s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  in  th e  T a m o x i f e n  

tr i a ls .  T h e r e  is  a l s o  in t e n t io n a l  a n d  u n in t e n t io n a l  

b i a s  s u c h  a s  n o t  f o l l o w i n g  th e  p r o to c o l s  o f  th e  

e x p e r i m e n t ,  b u r y in g  n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s ,  p a t i e n t  

s e l e c t i o n  a n d  s ta t i s t i c a l  i n t e r p r e ta t io n .

T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  h e r e  t h a t  h a s  f a r  

m o r e  t o  d o  w i th  h u m a n  n a t u r e  th a n  s c i e n c e .  

B y  t r y i n g  to  e x c l u d e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  te s t im o n y ,  

s c i e n t i s t s  t r y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  p a t h  t o  t r u t h .  O n ly  

t h e y  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  m o r e  e x a c t i n g  t r u t h s  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o m p le x  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  m o u n d s  

o f  s ta t i s t i c s .  In  r e a l i ty ,  s c ie n t i s t s  h a v e  n o t  c o p y ­

r ig h t e d  t r u th .  T h e y  a r e  f a l l ib l e  m e n  a n d  w o m a n  

w h o  h a v e  f a l l e n  f o r  s o m e  a g e - o l d  h u m a n  p i t -  

f a l l s ,  e x t r e m e  a r r o g a n c e  a n d  t h e  c r a v i n g  f o r  

m o r e  p o w e r .  I w i l l  t a k e  t h e  w o r d  o f  a  r e l a t i v e  

o r  f r i e n d  w h o  h a s  c a n c e r  a n d  n o  a x  to  g r in d  

o v e r  t h e s e  s c i e n t i s t s  w i th  a l l  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  in t e r e s t s  to  s e r v e .

T h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t

N o w  I t u r n  m y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c a n c e r  e s ­

t a b l i s h m e n t .  T h e  a g e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d  a r e  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  C a n c e r  I n s t i t u t e  ( N C I ) ,  t h e  A m e r i ­

c a n  C a n c e r  S o c i e ty  ( A C S ) ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( F D A )  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A M A ) .  T h e s e  a g e n c i e s  

h a v e  a  l o n g  h i s to r y  o f  e n d e m i c  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  

c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i t h  t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

i n d u s t r y .  I  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  c a n c e r  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t ’s  t h r e e  p r i m a r y  t r e a t m e n t s :  s u r ­

g e r y ,  c h e m o t h e r a p y  a n d  r a d i a t i o n  t r e a tm e n t .

S u r g e r y  h a s  b e e n  a r o u n d  f o r  c e n tu r i e s  a n d  

is  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l .  S u r g e r y  is  m o s t  e f f e c ­

t i v e  a g a i n s t  l o c a l i z e d  t u m o r s ,  a  s m a l l  p e r c e n t ­

a g e  o f  c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s .  I f  t h e  c a n c e r  h a s  s p r e a d  

t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  i t  i s  f a r  l e s s  s u c c e s s ­

fu l .  I f  d u r i n g  s u r g e r y  o n ly  o n e  c a n c e r  c e l l  r e ­

e n t e r s  t h e  b lo o d  s t r e a m ,  c a n c e r  c a n  s t a r t  a g a in .  

H o w  m a n y  t i m e s  h a v e  c a n c e r  s u f f e r e r s  h e a r d  

t h e  w o r d s ,  “ w e  g o t  i t  a l l , ”  o n l y  to  f i n d  a  f e w  

m o n t h s  l a t e r  t h a t  i t  h a s  r e t u r n e d ?

C h e m o t h e r a p y  d r u g s  w e r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  

th e  m u s t a r d  g a s  e x p e r i m e n t s  d u r in g  W o r ld  W a r  

I I .  T h e y  w e r e  h e a v i l y  p r o m o t e d  in  t h e  e a r l y  

19 5 0 s  b y  C o r n e l i u s  R h o a d s ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  t h e n  

n e w l y  f o n n e d  S lo a n - K e t t e r in g  C e n t e r  f o r  C a n ­

c e r  R e s e a r c h .  C h e m o t h e r a p y  is  t o x i c ,  c a u s e s  

c a n c e r  a n d  w r e c k s  t h e  i m m u n e  s y s t e m .  C a n ­

c e r  p a t i e n t s  o f t e n  d i e  f r o m  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  i n ­

f e c t i o n s  o r  f r o m  th e  d r u g s  t h e m s e l v e s  d u e  to

t h e i r  h i g h  to x i c i t y .  C h e m o t h e r a p y  h a s  h a d  

g o o d  r e s u l t s  w i th  a  f e w  r a r e  c a n c e r s ,  a b o u t  f iv e  

p e r c e n t  o f  c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s  y e a r ly .  B u t  a c c o r d ­

in g  to  a u t h o r  R a lp h  M o s s ,  t h e  d r u g s  w e r e  g iv e n  

t o  a t  l e a s t  7 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  1 9 9 1  a l o n e .

I t  is  a l a r m i n g  to  n o t e  t h a t  v e r y  f e w  d o c ­

t o r s  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e i r  o w n  m e d i c i n e  i f  t h e y  

c o n t r a c t e d  c a n c e r .  I n  o n e  s u r v e y  o f  118  d o c ­

to r s ,  7 9  r e s p o n d e d .  F i f t y - e i g h t  ( 7 3  p e r c e n t )  

s a id  t h e y  w o u l d  n e v e r  t a k e  a n y  c h e m o t h e r a p y  

d u e  to  i t s  h ig h  t o x i c i t y  a n d  in e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  

T h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  m a k i n g  a  

f o r tu n e  t h o u g h .  C h e m o t h e r a p y  d r u g  s a le s  w e r e  

3 .1  b i l l i o n  in  1 9 8 9 . B y  1 9 9 5  th e y  h a d  a l m o s t  

t r i p l e d  t o  8 .6  b i l l i o n .  P r e d i c t e d  s a l e s  in  1 9 9 9  

w e r e  1 3 .7  b i l l i o n .

T h e  f i n a l  o p t i o n ,  r a d i a t i o n  t r e a t m e n t ,  h a s  

s i m i l a r  s i d e  e f f e c t s  t o  c h e m o t h e r a p y .  O n c e  

a g a i n ,  i t  h a s  p r o v e n  e f f e c t i v e  in  a  f e w  r a r e  c a n ­

c e r s ,  b u t  is  g iv e n  to  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s .  

T h e r e  is  a  m u l t i - b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  i n v e s t m e n t  in  

r a d i a t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  A m e r i c a ’s 

h o s p i t a l s  a n d  e n o r m o u s  p r o f i t s  t o  b e  m a d e  b y  

u s i n g  it .

A n o t h e r  g r u b b y  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  c a n c e r  e s ­

t a b l i s h m e n t  i s  t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  

c u r e d .  A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e m  y o u  a r e  c u r e d  i f  y o u  

r e m a i n  c a n c e r - f r e e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  I f  t h e  c a n ­

c e r  r e t u r n s  in  s ix  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  th e n  t h a t  b e ­

c o m e s  a  n e w  c a s e  t o  b e  c u r e d  a l l  o v e r  a g a in .

T h i s  b r i n g s  a b o u t  th e  a b s u r d  s i t u a t i o n  o f  

s o m e  p e o p l e  b e i n g  c u r e d  tw o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  in  

a  2 0 - y e a r  p e r i o d .  T h e  f a c t  is  o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  n e v e r  c u r e d  a t  a l l ,  j u s t  s e n t  i n t o  l e n g th y  

r e m i s s i o n s .  B u t  i t  is  a  c o n v e n i e n t  w a y  f o r  th e  

c a n c e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t o  a r t i f i c i a l l y  in f l a t e  th e i r  

s u c c e s s  r a t e s .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a n c e r  I n s t i t u t e

T h e  N C I  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1 9 3 7  a n d  w a s  

s u p p o s e d  to  f i n d  a  c a n c e r  c u r e  o r  e f f e c t i v e  

t r e a t m e n t .  I n  6 0  y e a r s  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  

s m a l l  s u c c e s s e s  w i t h  r a r e r  c a n c e r s  a n d  s o m e  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s .  B u t  f o r  m o s t  c a n c e r



p a t i e n t s ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  s u r v i v i n g  h a v e  n o t  

c h a n g e d  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 5 0 s .

I t  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t  i f  t h e  N C I  w a s  e v e n  h a l f  

a s  g o o d  a t  c o n t r o l l i n g  c a n c e r  a s  t h e i r  p u b l i c  

r e l a t i o n s  d e p a r t m e n t  is  a t  p r o n o u n c i n g  i t s  i m ­

m i n e n t  d e m is e .  O v e r  th e  y e a r s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  

d o z e n s  o f  h e a d l i n e - s m a s h i n g  “ m i r a c l e "  d r u g s  

t h a t  i n v a r i a b l y  f a i l e d  t o  p e r f o r m  a n y w h e r e  

c l o s e  t o  t h e  h y p e r b o l e .

I n  t h e  m i d - 1 9 6 0 s ,  D r . L a w r e n c e  B u r to n  

p r o d u c e d  a  v e r y  p r o m i s i n g  t r e a t m e n t  c a l l e d  

I m m u n o - A u g m e n t a t i v e  T h e r a p y .  T h e  t r e a t ­

m e n t  b o o s t e d  th e  p a t i e n t ’s im m u n e  s y s t e m .  H e  

m o v e d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  t o  t h e  B a h a m a s  in  1 9 7 7 . 

B u r t o n  c l a i m e d  t h e  N C I  t r i e d  to  s t e a l  h i s  f o r ­

m u l a  a n d  th e n  t a k e  c r e d i t  f o r  it.

D r . J o h n  B e a t y  s e n t  2 0  a d v a n c e d  c a n c e r

p a t i e n t s  t o  

B u r t o n ’s c l i n i c .

T e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  

t u m o r  r e g r e s s io n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  

B e a t y ,  “ A l l  t e n  

o w e  th e i r  s u r v iv a l  

t o  D r .  B u r t o n ’s 

t r e a t m e n t . . . ”

In  1 9 8 5  th e  

n e w s p a p e r s  c a r ­

r i e d  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  

B u r t o n ’s  t r e a t ­

m e n t  h a d  b e c o m e  

i n f e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  A I D S  v i r u s .  T h e  c l i n i c  w a s  

c l o s e d  d o w n .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  it  w a s  r e ­

v e a l e d  t h a t  a  t o p  N C I  o f f i c i a l  h a d  s p r e a d  l i e s  

w h i c h  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  A M  A  j o u r n a l  a n d  

in  th e  p r e s s  in  o r d e r  to  c l o s e  th e  c l i n i c .  In  1 9 8 7  

D r. V in c e n t  D e V i ta ,  h e a d  o f  N C I  f r o m  1 9 8 0 -  

19 8 8 ,  r e c o m m e n d e d  to  1 3 ,0 0 0  c a n c e r  s p e c i a l ­

is ts  in  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  t o  g i v e  c h e m o t h e r a p y  

a n d  s u r g e r y  t o  a l l  w o m a n  w i t h  b r e a s t  c a n c e r ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  i t  h a d  s p r e a d .  D e V i ta  w a s  

a  c h e m o t h e r a p y  s p e c i a l i s t .  D r. A la n  L e v in  o f  

th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  p u t  t h e  a r g u m e n t  

a g a i n s t  D d V i ta  b lu n t ly ,  “ M o s t  c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s  

in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  d i e  o f  C h e m o t h e r a p y . ”

In  1 9 8 8  D e V i t a  l e f t  N C I  f o r a  $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  

y e a r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  S l o a n - K e t t e r i n g  in  N e w  

Y o r k  a s  p h y s i c i a n - i n - c h i e f  o f  th e  c a n c e r  r e ­

s e a r c h  a r e a .

A  m a j o r  s c a n d a l  r o c k e d  t h e  N C I  in  1 9 9 4  

w h e n  th e  C h i c a g o  T r i b u n e  b r o k e  th e  s t o r y  o f  

l a r g e - s c a l e  f r a u d  in  t h e  T a m o x i f e n  d r u g  t r i a l s .  

D r . B e r n a r d  F i s h e r  w a s  in  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  t a x ­

p a y e r - f u n d e d  N a t i o n a l  S u r g i c a l  A d j u v a n t  

B r e a s t  a n d  B o w e l  P r o j e c t  o f  N C I  ( a b o u t  6 8  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ) .  F i s h e r  u s e d  d a t a  h e  k n e w  to  

b e  f r a u d u l e n t  in  a n  a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  N e w  

E n g l a n d  J o u r n a l  o f  M e d i c i n e .  S a m u e l  B r o d e r ,  

d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N C I ,  w a s  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  

th e  f r a u d  b u t  r e m a i n e d  s i l e n t .

T a m o x i f e n  r e c e i v e d  e n o r m o u s  m e d ia  e x ­

p o s u r e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  N C I .  T h e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  in

c l in i c a l  t r i a l s  i t  h a d  a  s u c c e s s  r a t e  o f  p r e v e n t ­

in g  c a n c e r  i% 4 5  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  w o m a n  w h o  

to o k  p a r t .  B u t  tw o  s m a l l e r  t r i a l s  o f  T a m o x i f e n  

in  E n g l a n d  a n d  I t a ly  s h o w e d  n o  p r e v e n t a t i v e  

b e n e f i t .  T a m o x i f e n  m a y  j u s t  d e l a y  t h e  o n s e t  

o f  b r e a s t  c a n c e r .

T h e  N C I  h a r d l y  m e n t i o n s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

T a m o x i f e n  is  a  k n o w n  c a r c in o g e n .  I t  i n c r e a s e s  

t h e  r i s k  o f  u t e r i n e  c a n c e r  f o r  w o m a n  u n d e r  5 0  

b y  tw o  t i m e s  a n d  w o m a n  o v e r  5 0  b y  f o u r  t im e s ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  s e r i o u s  s id e  e f f e c t s .  Y e t  th i s  

d r u g  i s  a p p r o v e d  f o r  c a n c e r  p r e v e n t i o n  in  

h e a l t h y  w o m a n .

A f t e r  t h e  e m b a r r a s s i n g  T a m o x i f e n  e p i ­

s o d e ,  N C I  d i r e c t o r  S a m u e l  B r o d e r  r e s i g n e d  in  

1 9 9 5 .  H e  t o o k  a  p o s i t i o n  a t  I v a x ,  I n c ,  a  c o m ­

p a n y  p r o d u c i n g  c h e m o t h e r a p y  d r u g s .  H is  s a l ­

a r y  is  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

t w i c e  w h a t  h e  w a s  

e a r n i n g  a t  th e  N C I .

A n o t h e r  l i t t l e  

k n o w n  f a c t  i s  t h a t  

m a n y  d r u g s  d e v e l ­

o p e d  b y  th e  N C I ,  a t  

t a x p a y e r  e x p e n s e ,  

a r e  th e n  h a n d e d  o v e r  

t o  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

c o m p a n i e s  w h o  r e a p  

th e  m a s s iv e  p r o f i t s .  A  

g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  th i s  

i s  t h e  a n t i - c a n c e r  

d r u g  T a x o l  th a t  w a s  a p p r o v e d  in  1 9 9 2 . T h e  N C I  

h a d  s p e n t  a  f o r t u n e  o n  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  a n d  d e ­

v e l o p i n g  th e  d r u g s ’ m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s .  

T h e y  t h e n  g a v e  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t s  t o  B r i s t o l -  

M y e r s  S q u ib b  w h o  c h a r g e  u s  $ 4 .8 7  p e r  m i l l i ­

g r a m ,  2 0  t i m e s  w h a t  i t  c o s t s  to  m a k e .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r  S o c i e t y

F o r m e d  in  1 9 1 3 ,  th e  A C S  w a s  r e o r g a ­

n i z e d  in  1 9 4 4 .  T h e  n e w  l e a d e r s h i p  c o m p r i s e d  

o f  A l b e r t  L a s k e r ,  a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  ty c o o n ,  a n d  

E l m e r  B o b s t ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  tw o  d r u g  c o m p a n ie s .  

L a s k e r ”  w i f e ,  M a r y ,  r a n  t h e  A C S  f o r  3 0 -  s o m e  

y e a r s .  M a r y  w a s  o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  r e s e a r c h ­

in g  p r o f i t - m o t i v a t e d ,  “ p a t e n t a b l e ”  d r u g s .

T h e  b i g  p a y o f f  f o r  M a r y  c a m e  in  D e c e m ­

b e r  1 9 7 1 , w h e n  P r e s id e n t  N ix o n  s i g n e d  in to  la w  

th e  “ w a r  o n  c a n c e r .”  D u r in g  th e  d e c a d e  o f  th e  

1 9 7 0 s ,  M a r y  L a s k e r  a n d  p r o m i n e n t  p r iv a t e  c a n ­

c e r  r e s e a r c h  h o s p i t a l s  s u c h  a s  M e m o r i a l  S lo a n -  

K e t t e r in g  r u l e d  t h e  n a t io n a l  c a n c e r  p r o g r a m .

T h e  A C S  h a s  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n y  

d o c t o r  p r e s c r ib i n g  t r e a tm e n t s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  e n ­

d o r s e d .  F o r  y e a r s ,  t h e  A C S ’s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  

U n p r o v e n  M e th o d s  o f  C a n c e r  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

th e  A M A ’s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Q u a c k e r y  ( d i s b a n d e d  

1 9 7 4 )  c o l la b o r a t e d  in  p e r s e c u t in g  a n y o n e  th r e a t ­

e n i n g  th e  s t a t u s  q u o .  A c c o r d in g  to  j o u r n a l i s t  

R u th  R o s e n b a u m ,  t h e y  “ f o r m  a  n e t w o r k  o f  v ig i ­

l a n te s  p r e p a r e d  to  p o u n c e  o n  a n y o n e  w h o  p r o ­

m o t e s  a  c a n c e r  t h e r a p y  t h a t  r u n s  a g a in s t  t h e i r  

s u b s t a n t i a l  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  p r o f i t s . ”

S a m u e l  E p s t e in  w r i t e s  a b o u t  t h e  A C S ’s 

C o m m i t t e e  o n  U n p r o v e n  M e t h o d s  o f  C a n c e r  

M a n a g e m e n t ,  “ P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

u p d a t e s  i t s  s t a t e m e n t s  o n  ‘ u n p r o v e n  

m e t h o d s ’ . . .O n c e  a  c l i n i c i a n  o r  o n c o l o g i s t  b e ­

c o m e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  ‘u n p r o v e n  m e t h o d s , ’ h e  

o r  s h e  i s  b l a c k b a l l e d  b y  t h e  c a n c e r  e s t a b l i s h ­

m e n t .  F u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  a c c u s e d  ‘q u a c k ’ b e ­

c o m e s  i n a c c e s s i b l e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  s y s t e m a t i c  

h a r a s s m e n t . ”

W h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l l i o n s  

o f  d o l l a r s  th e  A C S  c o l l e c t s  e v e r y  y e a r ?  In  S e p ­

t e m b e r  1 9 9 0 , a  s t u d y  b y  D r . J a m e s  T . B e n n e t t  

o f  G e o r g e  M a s o n  U n i v e r s i t y  c o n c l u d e d ,  “ T h e  

A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r  S o c i e ty . . .h a d  a  f u n d  b a l a n c e

o f  $ 4 2 6 .2  m i l l i o n  in  1 9 8 8 ,  a n d  i t  h e l d  n e t  i n ­

v e s t m e n t s  ( a f t e r  d e p r e c i a t i o n )  in  la n d ,  b u i l d ­

in g s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  o f  $ 6 9  m i l l i o n .  T h a t  s a m e  

y e a r ,  t h e  A C S  s p e n t  o n l y  $ 8 9 .2  m i l l i o n ,  o r  2 6  

p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  b u d g e t  o n  m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h . ”

T h e  A C S  is  f a m o u s  f o r  m a k in g  h ig h ly  e x ­

a g g e ra te d  a n d  m i s l e a d in g  s ta t e m e n ts .  O n  M a r c h  

1 5 ,1 9 8 7 ,  th e  A C S  o f f ic ia l ly  a n n o u n c e d .  " C a u g h t  

e a r ly  e n o u g h ,  b r e a s t  c a n c e r  h a s  c u r e  r a te s  a p ­

p r o a c h i n g  1 0 0  p e r c e n t .”  T h e r e  is  n o  s u c h  th in g  

a s  a  c u r e  f o r  b r e a s t  c a n c e r ,  o n ly  s u r v iv a l  r a te s .  

A s  D r. D e a n  B u r k  s a id ,  " T h e y  ( A C S )  lie  l ik e  

s c o u n d r e l s .”

T h e  A C S  a n d  N C I  h a v e  b e e n  i n t e r t w i n e d  

s i n c e  t h e  1 9 5 0 s .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  th e  A C S  b o a r d  

is  c o m p r i s e d  o f  o n c o l o g i s t s ,  r a d i o l o g i s t s ,  c l i ­

n i c i a n s  a n d  o th e r s  w i th  a  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  in  t r a ­

d i t i o n a l  c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h .  K e y  A C S  a n d  N C I  

o f f i c i a l s  o f t e n  s i t  o n  e a c h  o t h e r ’s  c o m m i t t e e s .  

A C S  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  r e ­

c e iv e  g r a n t s  f r o m  o n e  o r  b o th  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h i s  

o l d - b o y s  n e t w o r k  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  a n d  

g u a r a n t e e s  t h a t  th e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  f u n d i n g  

s t a y s  w i t h i n  o r t h o d o x  m e d ic i n e .

T h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

I n  1 9 7 0  f o r m e r  F D A  c o m m i s s i o n e r  D r . 

H e r b e r t  L e y  s a id ,  “ T h e  th i n g  t h a t  b u g s  m e  is  

t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h e  F D A  is  p r o t e c t i n g  

th e m .  I t  i s n ’t. W h a t  t h e  F D A  is  d o i n g  a n d  w h a t  

t h e  p u b l i c  t h i n k s  it  is  d o i n g  a r e  a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  

n i g h t  a n d  d a y .”  I n  1 9 7 4 ,  11 F D A  s c i e n t i s t s  

t e s t i f i e d  in  t h e  S e n a t e  “ . . . t h a t  th e y  w e r e  h a ­

r a s s e d  b y  a g e n c y  o f f i c i a l s . . . W h e n e v e r  t h e y  

r e c o m m e n d e d  a g a i n s t  a p p r o v a l  o f  m a r k e t i n g  

s o m e  n e w  d r u g . ”

T h e  F D A ’s g e n e r i c  d r u g  s c a n d a l  h i t  th e  

n e w s  in  1 9 8 9 . S e v e r a l  F D A  r e v i e w e r s  w e r e  

a c c e p t i n g  b r ib e s  f r o m  s o m e  d r u g  c o m p a n i e s  

t o  s p e e d  t h e i r  d r u g s  t h r o u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  a n d  

d e r a i l  t h o s e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  c o m p e t i n g  c o m p a ­

n i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  a  T u f t s  U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d y  

r e l e a s e d  in  1 9 9 0 ,  i t  n o w  t a k e s  12 y e a r s  a n d  

c o s t s  2 3 1  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  r e s e a r c h ,  t e s t  a n d



o b t a i n  a p p r o v a l  f o r  a  n e w  d r u g .  B e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  F D A ’s  g l a c i a l l y  s l o w  a n d  i n e p t  b u r e a u ­

c r a c y ,  m a n y  p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l  d r u g s  c a n n o t  b e  

b r o u g h t  t o  m a r k e t  d u e  to  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  c o s t  

a n d  t i m e  in v o l v e d .

A  b a t t l e  b e i n g  f o u g h t  n o w  e p i t o m i z e s  

h o w  f a r  t h e  F D A  w i l l  g o  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  

d r u g  c o m p a n i e s  p r o f i t s .  F o r  o v e r  a  y e a r ,  J im  

a n d  D o n n a  N a v a r r o  h a v e  f o u g h t  t h e  F D A  f o r  

th e  r i g h t  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  f i v e - y e a r - o l d  s o n ,  T h o ­

m a s ,  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t .  T h o m a s  s u f f e r s  

w i t h  M e d u l l o b l a s t o m a ,  a  t y p e  o f  m a l i g n a n t  

b r a i n  c a n c e r .  A f t e r  s u r g e r y ,  c h e m o t h e r a p y  w a s  

r e c o m m e n d e d .  J i m  a n d  D o n n a  a s k e d  w h a t  th e  

s id e  e f f e c t s  w e r e . .  F lu id  o n  th e  m i d d le  e a r ,  h e a r ­

in g  lo s s ,  m e m o r y  lo s s ,  h y p e r t h y r o i d i s m ,  s p i ­

n a l  g r o w t h  d e f i c i t . . .  t h e  l i s t  w e n t  o n .  W o r s e ,  

p e r m a n e n t  r e t a r d a t i o n .  J i m  a n d  D o n n a  r e ­

s e a r c h e d  t h e i r  s o n ’s c a n c e r  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

h o u r s .  T h e y  f o u n d  D r . B u r z y n s k i ’s  t r e a t m e n t  

( a n t i n e o p l a s t o n s )  in  F l o u s t o n .  t h a t  h a s  h a d  

s o m e  v e r y  g o o d  s u c c e s s  w i th  t h i s  t y p e  o f  b r a i n  

c a n c e r ,  w i t h  m i n i m a l  s h o r t - t e r m  s id e  e f f e c t s .

T h e  F D A  h a s  b e e n  p e r s e c u t i n g  

B u r z y n s k i  f o r  o v e r  15  y e a r s .  T h e y  r e f u s e  to  

a l l o w  B u r z y s n k i  t o  t r e a t  T h o m a s  u n t i l  h e  h a s  

u n d e r g o n e  c h e m o t h e r a p y  a n d  r a d i a t i o n  t r e a t ­

m e n t .  J im  a n d  D o n n a  h a v e  p l e a d e d  w i t h  th e  

F D A  c o m m i s s i o n e r  J a n e  H e n n e y ,  h e r  s u p e r i o r  

D o n n a  S h a la l a ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  a l l  to  

n o  a v a i l .  T h e  F D A  w o u l d  r a t h e r  s e e  T h o m a s  

N a v a r r o  d e a d  th a n  t a k e  th e  m e d ic i n e  o f  h is  p a r ­

e n t s ’ c h o i c e .

T h e  F D A ’s m o t i v e s  a r e  e x p l i c i t l y  c l e a r .  

P r o m i n e n t  F D A  o f f i c i a l s  p r o t e c t  t h e  p h a r m a ­

c e u t i c a l  c o m p a n i e s ’ p r o f i t  m a r g in s  a n d  a r e  l a t e r  

r e w a r d e d  w i th  l u c r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h o s e  

s a m e  c o m p a n ie s .  A s  B u r z y s n k i  s a y s ,  “ T h e  p a s t  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  F D A — n o w  h e  is  a n  o f f i ­

c i a l  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  c o m ­

p a n i e s ,  w i th  a  s a l a r y  o f  $ 2  m i l l i o n  a  y e a r . ”

I f  th e  F D A  a l lo w  T h o m a s  N a v a r r o  a c c e s s  

t o  B u r z y n s k i ’s  t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  

t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  d e m a n d i n g  t h e  s a m e  o p t i o n .  

V e ry  s o o n  p e o p l e  w i l l  w a n t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  

a n y  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t .  T h a t  is  a  r o a d  th e  

F D A  d e f i n i t e l y  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t o  g o  d o w n .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

T h e  A M A  is  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  o f  

a l l  p h y s i c i a n s  in  A m e r i c a .  T h e y  p l a y  a n  i m ­

p o r t a n t  r o l e  in  s u p p r e s s i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t ­

m e n t s  b y  n e t w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  A C S  a n d  F D A  

in  i d e n t i f y i n g  a n d  p u n i s h i n g  d o c t o r s  t h a t  s t e p  

o u t  o f  l in e .

S in c e  M o r r i s  F i s h b e i n ’s d a y ,  th e  A M A  h a s  

r e l i e d  o n  r e v e n u e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  d r u g  m a n u ­

f a c t u r e r s  w h o  a d v e r t i s e  i n  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  m e d i ­

c a l  j o u r n a l s .

O n  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  tw o  f o r m e r  c h a i r ­

m e n  a n d  o n e  v i c e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  A M A ’s  c o u n c i l

o n  d r u g s  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  s a id  t h a t  

t h e  A M A  w a s  “ . . .A  c a p t i v e  o f  a n d  b e h o l d e n  t o  t h e  

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  i n d u s t r y . ”  I n  1 9 8 7  t h e  A M A  w a s  

f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  c o n s p i r i n g  f o r  2 0  y e a r s  t o  d e s t r o y  

t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  c h i r o p r a c t i t i o n e r s .

T h e  W a r  O n  C a n c e r

T h e  s u p p o s e d  w a r  o n  c a n c e r  is  l i t t l e  m o r e  

th a n  a  g r a n d  i l l u s io n  c o n j u r e d  u p  b y  t h e  c a n c e r  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t ’s  p r o p a g a n d a  g u r u s .  T h e  f o r m u l a  is  

e o n s  o l d .  R e p e a t e d l y  c h i s e l  y o u r  m e s s a g e  in t o  

p e o p l e ’s  p s y c h e s ,  “ c a n c e r  b r e a k t h r o u g h ; ”  s c i e n ­

t i s t s  s a y  t h e y  a r e  " t u r n i n g  t h e  t i d e  o n  c a n c e r . ”  W e  

b e c o m e  u n w i t t i n g  h u m a n  s a t e l l i t e s ,  b o u n c i n g  th e  

d e c e p t i o n  f r o m  o n e  p e r s o n  to  a n o t h e r .

T h e r e  n e v e r  w a s  a  d e t e r m i n e d ,  n o - h o l d s -

b a r r e d  w a r  o n  c a n c e r .  T h e r e  i s  a  f a n a t i c a l  a n d  h a t e -  

f i l l e d  w a r  b e i n g  w a g e d  a g a in s t  th e  f e w  c o u r a g e o u s  

d o c t o r s  a n d  i n n o v a t iv e  h e a l e r s  w h o  p r e s c r ib e  n a t u ­

r a l  t r e a t m e n t s .  T h e r e  i s  a  w a r  o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s m .  

P r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  g r a n t  

m o n e y  t r o u g h ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p h a r ­

m a c e u t i c a l  c a r t e l ’s  m o n o p o l y .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  d o z e n s  o f  v e r y  e n c o u r a g ­

in g  c a n c e r  t r e a tm e n t s  in  th e  l a s t  7 0  y e a r s — t h e  R i f e  

f r e q u e n c y  m a c h i n e ,  L a e t r i l e ,  H o x s e y ,  

A n t i n e o p l a s t o n s ,  C o l e y ’s  T o x i n s ,  H y d r a z i n e  S u l ­

f a t e ,  K r e b i o z e n ,  I m m u n o - A u g m e n t a t i v e  T h e r a p y ,  

D r. M a x  G e r s o n ’s  D ie t ,  t o  n a m e  a  f e w . T h e y  a l l 

h a v e  tw o  t h i n g s  in  c o m m o n .  T h e  p e o p l e  a d v o c a t ­

i n g  t h e  t h e r a p y  a r e  b r a n d e d  c h a r l a t a n s  o r  q u a c k s  

a n d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  is  d e n o u n c e d  a s  w o r t h l e s s  b y  

s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  s e l l i n g  u s  o u t  f o r  g e n ­

e r a t i o n s .

A  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  in  c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h  i s  n e e d e d .  

N a t u r a l ,  n u t r i t i o n a l  a n d  o t h e r  i n n o v a t i v e  a p ­

p r o a c h e s  s h o u l d  b e  s t u d i e d  a n d  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to  

c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s  im m e d ia te ly .  M o s t  im p o r t a n t ly ,  w e  

m u s t  h a v e  m e d ic a l  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e .  F o r  u s  to  

a c h i e v e  t h o s e  c h a n g e s ,  w e  h a v e  to  o v e r c o m e  a  f a r  

t o u g h e r  o p p o n e n t  t h a n  c a n c e r .  A  b a t t l e  r o y a l  

a g a i n s t  t h e  $ 1 1 0  b i l l i o n  a  y e a r  c a n c e r  in d u s t r y .  

U l t i m a t e l y ,  o u r  g r e a t e s t  e n e m y  i s  a p a th y .  T o  s u c ­

c e e d ,  w e  w i l l  n e e d  p e o p l e  w i l l i n g  to  s t e p  u p  to  th e  

p l a t e  a n d  s p e a k  o u t ,  u n d e t e r r e d  b y  b e i n g  l a b e l e d  

p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c o r r e c t — p e o p l e  w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  g o o d  

o l d - f a s h i o n e d  g u ts ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  a n  i r o n  w i l l  to  

s e e  i t  t h r o u g h  u n t i l  th e  j o b  is  d o n e .  W e  w i l l  p r e ­

v a i l .  I t ’s  i n e v i t a b l e .  B e c a u s e  w h e n  g o o d  p e o p l e  

p u t  t h e i r  m i n d s  to  s o m e t h i n g ,  t h e  m i g h t i e s t  w a l l s  

o f  o p p r e s s i o n  c a n  a n d  w i l l  b e  s h a t t e r e d .

* * *

T his a r t i c l e  is  in  no  w ay  m e a n t to  b e  a  s u b s t i tu te  f o r  
p ro fe s s io n a l m e d ic a l c a re  o r  a tten tio n . A lw ays c h e c k  with 

a  q u a l if ie d  h e a lth  c a re  p ro v id e r  f o r  a l l  h e a lth  c a r e  c o n ­

c e rn s . F o r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  p le a s e  v is it G a v in  P h ill ip s  ’ 
w e b s ite :  w w w .g e o c itie s .c o m /fre e e 8 0 / o r  r e f e r  to  th e  l is t 

o f  re s o u rc e s  in c lu d e d  w ith  th is  a r t ic le .

B O O K S .

T h e  C a n c e r  C u re  T h a t W o rk ed : F if ty  
Y ears  o f  S u p p re s s io n  

B y  B a rry  L y n es

T h e  H e a lin g  O f  C a n c e r :  T h e  C u re s , th e  
C o v e r-u p s  a n d  th e  S o lu tio n  N o w !

B y  B a rry  L y n e s

W o rld  W ith o u t C a n c e r: T h e  S to ry  o f  
V ita m in  B 17 

B y  G . E d w a rd  G riff in

T h e  C a n c e r  In d u s try : T h e  C la s s ic  E x p o s e ’ 
o n  th e  C a n c e r  E s ta b lis h m e n t 

B y  R a lp h  W . M o ss , P h .D .

Q u e s tio n in g  C h e m o th e ra p y  
B y  R a lp h  W . M o ss , P h .D .

T h e  P o lit ic s  o f  C a n c e r  R e v is i te d  
B y  S a m u e l E p s te in  M .D .

A R T IC L E S

L ife  E x te n s io n  M a g a z in e  M ay  1999 
h ttp :/ /w w w .le f .o rg /m a g a z in e /m a g 9 9 / 

m a y 9 9 -c o v e r .h tm l

“T A M O X IF E N  F O R  H E A L T H Y
W O M E N ,”  N a tio n a l W o m e n ’s H e a lth  
N e tw o rk

h ttp :/ /w w w .o u rh o d ie s o u rs e lv e s .o rg /
ta m o x ife .h tm

C N N  In te ra c tiv e : “ B r it is h , I ta lia n  s tu d ie s  
f in d  n o  p r o o f  d ru g  p re v e n ts  b re a s t 
c a n c e r ,”  J u ly  9 , 1998 

h ttp :/ /w w w .c n n .c o m /H E A L T H /9 8 0 7 /0 9 / 
b r i ta in .b re a s t .c a n c e r /

C N N  In te ra c tiv e : “ F D A  p a n e l a p p ro v e s  
p o te n tia lly  p o w e r fu l b re a s t  c a n c e r  
d ru g ”

h ttp :/ /w w w .c n n .c o m /H E A L T H /9 8 0 9 /0 2 /
b re a s t .c a n c e r .d ru g .0 2 /

“ S c ie n tif ic  G e n iu s  D ie s ; S a w  W o rk  
D is c re d i te d ”  T h e  D a ily  C a lifo rn ia , 
W e d n esd a y , A u g u s t 11, 1971

T h e  S m ith so n ia n  R e p o r t 1944 
h ttp :/ /w w w .r ife .d e /m s c o p e /m s c o p e 6 .h tm

“ R a c k e te e r in g  in  M e d ic in e -T h e
S u p p re s s io n  o f  A lte rn a tiv e s ,”  J a m e s  P. 
C a rte r , M .D ,. D r. P .H .

“ A n  F D A  F a b le ,”  R o b e r t  H ig g s , R e a so n  
M a g a z in e  O c t 1994

“ A lte rn a tiv e  M e d ic in e  a n d  th e  W a r on  
C a n c e r ,”  P e te r  B a rry  C h o w k a

D O C U M E N T A R Y

“ H o x se y -H o w  H e a lin g  B e c o m e s  a 
C r im e .”

W E B S IT E S :

h ttp :/ /w w w .c a n c e rb u s te rs .c o m

h ttp :/ /n a tu ra lh e a l th lin e .c o m

h ttp :/ /w w w .ra lp h m o ss .c o m

http://www.geocities.com/freee80/
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R I C A N S T R U C T I O N

T H E  P O L I T I C S  O F  M U S I C

T o w a r d s  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  C L A M O R  

a s k e d  m e  i f  I w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  d o i n g  a n  

i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  N e w  Y o r k - b a s e d  b a n d ,  

R ic a n s t r u c t io n .  M y  in i t ia l  r e s p o n s e  w a s  n o t  t h e  

m o s t  p r o m i s i n g .  I e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I w o u l d  o n ly  

b e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  s u c h  a  p r o j e c t  i f  t h e  b a n d  is  

h e a v y  o n  t h e  c o n t e n t .  I f  n o t ,  t h e  b a n d  w o u l d  

r e a l l y  n e e d  to  b e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  e x p e r i m e n ­

ta l .  I t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  I h a d  n o  d e s i r e  t o  d i s c u s s  

r i f f a g e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  t r i f l e s  f o r  t h e  e n t e r t a i n ­

m e n t  o f  s o m e  b a n d ’s  f a n s ;  b u t  t h a t  I  w a s  o p e n  

to  r e a d i n g  t h e  l y r i c s ,  l i s t e n i n g  to  th e  C D s ,  a n d  

g iv i n g  i t  a  t ry .  I h a d  n e v e r  d o n e  a  b a n d  in t e r ­

v ie w  b e f o r e ,  a n d  m o s t  I h a d  r e a d  w e r e  h a r d l y  

w o r th  th e  w h o l e  p r e s s  r u n  o f  a  m a g a z in e .  I 

u s u a l l y  f i n d  th e m  to  b e  s e l f - i n d u l g e n t  o r  a i m e d  

to  p l e a s e  t h e  f o lk s  w h o  h a v e  t h e  b a n d ’s  r e c o r d  

a n d  a r e  l o o k i n g  to  b u y  a  n e w  o n e .  W i th  a l l  

t h o s e  d i s h e a r t e n i n g  w o r d s ,  1 w a s  u n s u r e  i f  

C L A M O R  w o u l d  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r  m e  t h e  p e r s o n  

f o r  t h e  j o b .  T h e y  r e s p o n d e d  b y  b e i n g  e v e n  

m o r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  I w a s  a  f i t  f o r  th i s  i n t e r ­

v ie w .  T h e y  s e n t  m e  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n 's  tw o  C D s  

a n d  s o m e  i n t e r v i e w s  th a t  th e y  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  

d o n e .  1 r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e  i s s u e s  th i s  b a n d  a d ­

d r e s s e s  a r e  a s  u r g e n t  a s  t h e y  a r e  n e g l e c t e d .  S o  

I u n d e r t o o k  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  i t  

w o u l d  t u r n  o u t  l i k e  a n y  g o o d  a r t i c l e  f o r  

C L A M O R — g i v i n g  v o i c e  t o  a n

u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  s t r u g g le .

T h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  o v e r  e - m a i l  b e ­

t w e e n  N o v e m b e r  2 0  a n d  N o v e m b e r  2 9  w i th  

A la n o  B a e z  a . k . a  N o t 4 P r o p h e t ,  v o c a l i s t  f r o m  

R ic a n s t r u c t io n .  - R i c h a r d  G i lm a n  O p a l s k y

C L A M O R :  O n e  v e r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h i n g  

a b o u t  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b a n d  

c l a i m s  to  b e  " A n t i - p o l i t i c a l l y  p o l i t i c a l ,  ”  a n d  

to  b e  g e n e r a l l y  l e e r y  a b o u t  “ m e s s in g  w ith  p o l i ­

t ic s .  " A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e , y o u  s p e a k  m o s t ly  a b o u t  

i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  o v e r t l y  p o l i t i c a l .  W h y  n o t  j u s t  

" f e s s  u p  ' a b o u t  b e i n g  a n  ‘i n - y o u r - f a c e  'p o l i t i ­

c a l  b a n d ?  W h y  e v e n  b o t h e r  w i th  t r y i n g  to  o b ­

s c u r e  o r  m y s t i f y  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  s b s v e r t l y  p o ­

l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t ?

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n :  W e ’v e  n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  o b s c u r e  

o r  m y s t i f y  w h e r e  w e ’r e  c o m in g  f r o m .  W e  d o n ’t 

d e f i n e  o u r s e l v e s  a s  a n  “ in  y o u r  f a c e  p o l i t i c a l  

b a n d ”  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  s h i t s t e m ’s  A m e r i ­

c a n  H e r i t a g e  D ic t io n a r y ,  j u s t  a s  w e  a l s o  r e f u s e  

t o  a c c e p t  t h e  s l a v e m a s t e r ’s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  u s  a s  

“ s l a v e s ’ . A s  M a r c u s  G a r v e y  s a id ,  “ i t ’s  n o w  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e e  o u r s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  o u r  o w n  

b i f o c a l s . ”  A n d  w h a t  w e  s e e  v e r y  c l e a r l y  i s  t h a t  

w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  h a d  s o m e o n e  e l s e ’s p o l i t i c s  in  

O U R  f a c e .  O u r  5 0 0  p l u s  y e a r  c o l o n i a l  c o n d i ­

t i o n  is  s o m e o n e  e l s e ’s  p o l i t i c s  in  o u r  f a c e .  O u r  

i m p e r i a l i z a t i o n  is  t h e i r  p o l i t i c s .  O u r  e n s l a v e ­

m e n t  i s  t h e i r  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  O u r  c o l o r  i s  t h e i r  

c a p i t a l i s m .  T h e  g e n o c id e  w e  s u r v iv e d ,  t h e  p o v ­

e r t y  a n d  h o m e l e s s n e s s  w e  e n d u r e ,  t h e  r a c i s m  

w e  f a c e ,  t h e  g h e t t o i z a t i o n  a n d  s t a r v a t i o n  a n d  

s t e r i l i z a t i o n ;  t h e  d r u g s  w e  s e l l  o r  t h e  f o o d  w e  

s t e a l ,  a n d  t h e  b o m b s  th e y  d r o p ,  a r e  a l l  s o m e -



o n e  e l s e ’s  p o l i t i c s .  W e ’r e  j u s t  a r t i s t s  w h o  p a i n t  

o n  w a l l s  a n d  p l a y  g u i t a r s ,  a n d  t a lk  a b o u t  t h e  

w o r l d  w e  k n o w . W e  h a v e  n e i t h e r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  

n o r  t h e  p o w e r  t o  p e r c e i v e  o u r s e l v e s  a s  s o m e  

“ in  y o u r  f a c e ”  p o l i t i c a l  p u n x  w h o  a r e  g o n n a  

s a v e  u s  f r o m  o u r s e l v e s .  T h e  f a c t  is  w e ’r e  j u s t  

t r y n a  s a v e  o u r s e l v e s .  R i g h t  n o w , a f t e r  e v e r y ­

t h i n g  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  a w a y  f r o m  u s ,  t h e  o n ly  

t h i n g  t h a t  w e  h a v e  in  o u r  p o s s e s s i o n ,  is  th e  

a b i l i t y  t o  r e a c t  a n d  th e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  r e s i s t .  O u r s  

is  a  l i f e  o f  s e l f - d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  s o m e o n e  e l s e ’s 

p o l i t i c s .  W e  d e f e n d  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  w e  r e s i s t ,  

a n d  s o m e  o f  u s  e v e n  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s r u p t  o r  d e ­

s t r o y  t h e s e  “ p o l i t r i c k s . ”  W h a t  m a y  b e  p o l i t i c s  

f o r  y o u  is  r e s i s t a n c e  f o r  u s .  W e ’r e  n o t  o n  s o m e  

( s e l f )  r i g h t e o u s  c r u s a d e .  T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  

B a b y l o n ’s p o l i t i c s  a r e  k i l l i n g  U S .

C a n  y o u  g i v e  u s  a  b r i e f  e d u c a t i o n  o f  w h a t  th e  

P u e r t o  R ic o  L i b e r a t i o n  M o v e m e n t  i s ?  A ls o ,  

c o u l d  y o u  t e l l  u s  w h a t  is  a t  s t a k e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  P u e r t o  R ic o  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  th i s  s t r u g g l e  

f o r  l i b e r a t i o n ?

W h a t ’s a t  s t a k e  f o r  P u e r to  R ic a n s  i s  t h e i r  v e r y  

e x i s t e n c e .  P u e r t o  R i c o ’s  c o l o n i a l  c o n d i t i o n  

m e a n s  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  d e c i m a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  c u l tu r e ,  a n d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  P u e r to  

R i c a n  p e o p l e .  P u e r t o  R ic o  w a s  i n v a d e d  b y  th e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  1 8 9 8  d u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h  

A m e r i c a n  w a r  a n d  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  P u e r t o  

R ic a n s  h a v e  e n d u r e d ,  r e s i s t e d  a n d  s u r v iv e d  th e  

e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  d o w n p r e s s i o n  t h a t  

g o e s  h a n d  in  h a n d  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o l o ­

n i a l i s m  a n d  im p e r i a l i s m .  P u e r to  R ic a n s  w e r e  

g i v e n ,  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  r e q u e s t ,  U S  c i t i z e n s h i p  in  

1 9 1 6  -  j u s t  in  t i m e  to  b e  s e n t  t o  f i g h t  in  w o r l d  

w a r  I in  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n u m b e r s .  S in c e  t h e n ,  

th e y  h a v e  b e e n  c a n n o n  f o d d e r  in  e v e r y  w a r ,  

“ c o n f l i c t ”  o r  in v a s i o n  t h a t  th e  U S  h a s  e n g a g e d  

in . M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e s e  “ U S  c i t i z e n s ”  w h o  h a v e  

a n  in a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  to  b e  k i l l e d ,  d o n ’t  h a v e  th e  

r i g h t  t o  v o t e  in  U S  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  o r  to  

p o l i t i c a l l y  d e c id e  t h e i r  o w n  f a t e .  A n y  d e c i s io n s  

o f  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  f r o m  w h o  w i l l  r u l e  t h e i r  c o u n ­

t ry ,  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  P u e r t o  R ic a n s  h a v e  a  

“ r i g h t ”  t o  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  is  d e c i d e d  b y  th e  

U S  c o n g r e s s .  P u e r to  R ic a n  l a n d  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  

s e i z e d  b y  t h e  U S  g o v e r n m e n t  to  b e  u s e d  f o r  

t o u r i s m ,  a n d  a s  m i l i t a r y  in s t a l l a t i o n s  w h e r e  w a r  

g a m e s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d ,  b o m b s  a r e  d r o p p e d ,  a n d  

L a t in  A m e r i c a n  d i c t a t o r s  a r e  t r a in e d .  T h e  c a n ­

c e r  a n d  s u i c i d e  r a t e s  in  P u e r to  R ic o  a r e  s o m e  

o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  in  t h e  “ U S , ”  a s  a r e  d r u g  a d d i c ­

t i o n  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t ;  a n d  th e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  

is  t h e  h i g h e s t  in  t h e  U S .  R a d i a t i o n  e x p e r i m e n ­

t a t i o n  a n d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  

a n d  in f l i c t e d  o n  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s ,  a n d  s t e r i l ­

i z a t i o n  c a m p a i g n s  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  

P u e r to  R ic a n  w o m e n  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e .  

M o s t  o f  P u e r t o  R ic o  is  o w n e d  b y  U S  b u s i n e s s ­

m e n  w h o  m a k e  h u g e  p r o f i t s  o f f  P u e r to  R ic a n s  

w h o  a r e  c a p t i v e  c o n s u m e r s  f o r  U S  g o o d s .  A n d  

t h e  U S  o w n e d  t o u r i s m  t r a d e  r a k e s  in  b i l l i o n s  

o f  t a x  f r e e  d o l l a r s  f o r  U S  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  w h i l e

p r o v i d i n g  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  j o b s  a s  w a i t e r s ,  

m a i d s ,  a n d  p r o s t i t u t e s  f o r  P u e r t o  R ic a n s .  C u r ­

r e n t ly ,  o n e  t h i r d  o f  th e  P u e r to  R ic a n  n a t io n  l iv e s  

i n  e x i l e  o u t s i d e  o f  P u e r to  R ic o  in  o r d e r  to  s u r ­

v iv e .  B u t  t h o s e  in  t h e  D i a s p o r a  a r e  m e t  w i th  

t h e  s a m e  i l l s  t h a t  p l a g u e  t h e  n a t i o n l e s s  n a t io n  

o f  P u e r t o  R ic o .  B a c k  in  t h e  d a y ,  t h e  P u e r to  

R i c a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  P e d r o  A l b i z u  C a m p o s  

s a id ,  r e f e r r i n g  to  P u e r to  R i c o ’s  c o l o n i a l  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  U S ,  t h a t  th e  U S  w a n t s  “ th e  

b i r d  c a g e  w i t h o u t  t h e  b i r d . ”  T h i s  h a s  p r o v e n  

to  b e  t r u e .

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  th i s  in t e r v ie w ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  e x p l o ­

s iv e  ‘m e d i a  s c a n d a l ' s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  B u s h /  

G o r e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  U S , t h e  s o -  

c a l l e d  ‘g r e a t e s t  d e m o c r a t i c  p o w e r ,  ’ c a n n o t  

e v e n  m a n a g e  to  c o u n t  i t s  v o te s .  I  u s e d  to  t e l l  

p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a r  c h o i c e  in  a  p r e s i d e n ­

t i a l  e l e c t i o n  is  a l w a y s  o v e r r u l e d  b y  t h e  c h o i c e  

o f  t h e  E l e c t o r a l  C o l l e g e .  1  t r i e d  to  e x p l a i n  t h a t  

t h e r e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t h r e e  e l e c t i o n s  in  U S  

h i s t o r y  w h e r e  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  

p e o p l e  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  o n e  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  

E l e c t o r a l  C o l l e g e .  I n  t h o s e  t h r e e  c a s e s  t h e  

p e o p l e  s  c h o i c e  o f  p r e s i d e n t  l o s t  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  

b e c a u s e  “d i r e c t  d e m o c r a c y  "  w a s  a l r e a d y  w r i t ­

te n  o u t  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a n  im p o s s ib i l i t y .  

M a n y  o f  t h e  f o l k s  I  w o u l d  t e l l  th i s  t o  w o u ld  

e i t h e r  b e  p e r p l e x e d  b y  t h e  n e w s ,  o r  th e y  w o u ld  

f l a t l y  r e j e c t  i t  a s  a  l ie . A s  y o u  k n o w , b o th  G o r e  

a n d  B u s h  h a v e  d e c id e d ly  r e g r e s s iv e ,  r i g h t - w i n g  

a g e n d a s  a n d  a g r e e  o n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  c a p i t o l  

p u n i s h m e n t ,  a n d  m i l i t a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t —  A n d  

G o r e  is  N O T , a s  m a n y  p e o p l e  d o n ’t  e v e n  r e a l ­

iz e , f o r  a b o r t i o n  (h e  r e j e c t e d  a  b i l l  w h ic h  w o u ld  

h a v e  p r o v i d e d  s o m e  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  to  p o o r  

w o m e n  s e e k i n g  a n  a b o r t i o n  a n d  h e  s u p p o r t s  

s t r i c t e r  p a r e n t - n o t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s —  b o t h  o f  

w h ic h  m e a n  t h a t  h e  is  o n ly  f o r  a  w o m a n  s  r i g h t  

to  c h o o s e  i f  s h e  h a s  a  d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e  a n d  

is  o v e r  181). A s  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m ,  h e  w o u l d  

r a t h e r  d r i l l  f o r  o i l  in  C o lo m b ia ,  o n  th e  l a n d s  

o f  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  w h o  s u r v i v e  o f f  o f  t h a t  

l a n d ,  t h a n  in  A la s k a  w h e r e  o u r  o w n  p r e c i o u s  

s c e n e r y  is  d e e m e d  m o r e  v a l u a b le .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  

t h e  o n ly  g o o d  t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  c o m e  f r o m  th i s  

‘m e d i a  s c a n d a l ' w o u l d  b e  a n  e d u c a t i o n  a b o u t  

o u r  l a c k  o f  r e a l  d e m o c r a c y .  P e o p l e  m a y  b e  

f o r c e d  to  l e a r n  th e  m a th  o f  h o w  e l e c t i o n s  r u n ,  

a n d  h o w  th e y  f a i l  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

th e  p e o p l e .  W h a t  is  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  e x c lu d e d  

P u e r t o  R i c a n  ‘c i t i z e n s  ‘w h o  a r e  f o r c e d  to  w a tc h  

th i s  o l i g a r c h i c  c i r c u s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  g iv e n  a  

v o t e ?  D o  y o u  th i n k  t h a t  a n y  r e a l  c h a n g e  c a n  

c o m e  f r o m  th e  b a l l o t  b o x ?

T h e  P u e r t o  R ic a n  L i b e r a t i o n  M o v e m e n t  h a s  

a l w a y s  h a d  a  p r e t t y  h e a l t h y  a n d  c l e a r  v i e w  o f  

U S  p o l i t r i c k s .  I t ’s  th e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  

n o t  t o  e n g a g e  in  a n y  a c t i v i t y  w h e r e  t h e  U S  

g o v e r n m e n t  i s  i n v o l v e d ,  b e c a u s e  t o  d o  s o  

w o u l d  b e  to  l e g i t i m i z e  t h e  i l l e g a l  o c c u p a t i o n  

a n d  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  P u e r to  R ic o .  E v e n  t h e  “ l e ­

g i t i m a t e ”  P u e r t o  R ic a n  I n d e p e n d e n c e  p a r t y  is

s h u n n e d  b y  th e  r e a l  i n d e p e n d e n t i s t a s  b e c a u s e  

i t  h a s  c h o s e n  to  e n g a g e  in  U S  s a n c t i o n e d  p o l i ­

t i c s  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  g a i n i n g  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  

P u e r t o  R ic o .  I f  w e  e v e n  m e n t i o n  t h e  f a c t  th a t  

P u e r t o  R ic a n s  d o n ’t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  i t ’s 

m e r e l y  t o  p u t  o u r  c o l o n ia l  c o n d i t i o n  in  a  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  m o r e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  to  

t h o s e  w h o  r e f u s e  to  a c c e p t  th a t ,  i n  t h i s  d a y  a n d  

a g e ,  t h e  U S  s t i l l  o w n s  a  c o lo n y .  In  t e r m s  o f  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a n y  r e a l  c h a n g e  c a n  c o m e  o u t  

o f  t h e  b a l l o t  b o x ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  

t h e  e l i g i b l e  v o t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  b o t h e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  i s  a  c l e a r  i n d i c a ­

t i o n  t h a t  i n  th e  U S  i t s e l f  t h e  p e o p l e  d o n ’t  b e ­

l i e v e  t h a t  a n y  r e a l  c h a n g e  c a n  c o m e  th r o u g h  

t h i s  p r o c e s s .  I t h i n k  w h e t h e r  w e ’r e  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a b u s e d  b y  t h i s  s h i t s t e m ’s 

p o l i t i c s  a n d  a r e  in  t h e  g h e t t o s  s o m e w h e r e  s i m ­

p l y  t r y i n g  to  s u r v iv e ;  o r  t h o s e  w h o  f e e l  o u t ­

s id e  o f  th i s  s y s t e m ’s p o l i t i c s  a n d  a r e  o u t  i n  t h e  

s t r e e t s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a n d  a g i t a t i n g  f o r  c h a n g e ;  

o r  t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  t h i s  s y s t e m ’s  n o t  a l l  i t  

s h o u ld  b e  a n d  a r e  o n  t h e  c a m p u s e s  t r y i n g  to  

m o v e  p e o p l e  t o w a r d s  a l t e r n a t i v e  p a r t i e s ;  o r  

t h o s e  w h o  h a t e  t h e  s y s t e m  a n d  a r e  t h r o w i n g  

s t o n e s  t h r o u g h  th e  w i n d o w s  o f  N i k e -  W e  a r e  

a l l  g a i n i n g  a  c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e v e r y  d a y  

o f  w h a t  th i s  s h i t s t e m  is  a l l  a b o u t .  J u s t  l i k e  th e r e  

a r e  a  lo t  o f  f o lk s  w h o  d i d n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  

E l e c t o r a l  C o l l e g e  i s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a  l o t  o f  

p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  a n a r c h i s t  a n d  d o n ’t  k n o w  it 

y e t .

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  h a v e  a  p r e t t y  h ig h  i d e a  o f  a n a r ­

c h i s m ,  a n d  I  a m  n o t  s u r e  w h a t  y o u  m e a n  w h e n  

y o u  s a y ,  “ t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  

a n a r c h i s t  a n d  d o n ’t k n o w  i t  y e t .  ”  A n a r c h i s m  

h a s  a l w a y s  s t r u c k  m e  a s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  

c o n s c i o u s  a n d  s e l f - a w a r e  p h i l o s o p h y .  D o  y o u  

r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  b e  a n a r c h i s t  a n d  

u n c o n s c i o u s  o f t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  a r e ?  S e c o n d ly ,  

i t  s e e m s  to  m e  t h a t  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c a n  L i b e r a ­

t i o n  M o v e m e n t  h a s  a l m o s t  n o  v i s ib i l i t y  in  t h e  

U S , a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  e v e n  in  t h e  m a r g i n s  o f  r a d i ­

c a l  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  S i n c e  t h e  U S  is  th e  

c o l o n i z e r  o f  P u e r t o  R ic o ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  w o r k  

t o w a r d s  th i s  c a u s e  m u s t  t a k e  p l a c e  h e r e ,  in  th e  

h e a r t  o f  t h e  c o l o n i z i n g  f o r c e .  B l a c k l i s t e d  f r o m  

t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  m e d ia ,  w h a t  k i n d  o f  a c t i v i t y  

c a n  w e  t a k e  u p  h e r e  in  t h e  U S  to  s t r e n g t h e n  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  P u e r t o  R i c a n  L i b e r a t i o n ?

A n s w e r i n g  y o u r  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  f i r s t ,  t h e  

P u e r to  R ic a n  L i b e r a t i o n  M o v e m e n t  i s  n o t  o n  

t h e  m a r g in s  o f  th e  r a d i c a l  P u e r to  R ic a n  c o m ­

m u n i ty  i n  t h e  U S ;  i t ’s  o n  o u r  m i n d s  e v e r y  s e c ­

o n d  o f  e v e r y  d a y .  W e  f e e l  i t  a n d  w e  k n o w  it . 

T h i s  is  o u r  r e a l i t y .  W e  a l s o  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h a t  t h e  “ m a i n s t r e a m ”  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  m e d ia  

w i l l  n e v e r  p u b l i c i z e  o r  g l o r i f y  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  

P u e r to  R i c o ’s  c o l o n ia l  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  l i b e r a t io n  

s t r u g g le .  A f t e r  a l l ,  w e ’r e  n o t  s o m e  “ f a r  o f f ’ 

i s s u e  in  s o m e  “ f a r  o f f ’ l a n d ;  w e ' r e  n o t  a  c o l o n y  

o f  t h e  “ e v i l ”  C h i n e s e ,  o r  th e  “ b a d ”  c o m m u ­

n i s t s .  W e  a r e ,  a s  J o s e  M a r t i  s a id ,  “ in  t h e  e n -



t r a i l s  o f  th e  m o n s te r ,  a n d  o u r  w e a p o n  is  D a v i d ’s 

s l i n g . ”  B u t  j u s t  l i k e  D a v i d  t h e  p u n k  w e  r e l y  o n  

o t h e r  m e a n s  t o  g e t  o u r  m e s s a g e  a c r o s s .  T h e  

u n d e r g r o u n d ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  m i n d e d  m e d i a  is  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  c o l l a b o r a t o r  i n  h e l p i n g  p u t  t h e  m e s ­

s a g e  o f  th i s  s t r u g g l e  o u t  t o  th e  m a s s e s .  A f t e r  

a l l ,  i s n ’t t h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  l i k e  

C L A M O R S  B u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h o s e  in  th e  

P u e r to  R i c a n  L i b e r a t i o n  M o v e m e n t  c a r r y  n o  

i l l u s i o n s  t h a t  o u r s  is  a  g l a m o u r  i s s u e  t h a t  th e  

“ l i b e r a t o r s - c o m e - l a t e ly ”  w i l l  e m b r a c e  a n d  r a l ly  

b e h i n d .  B u t  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o n - P u e r t o  R ic a n  a c ­

t i v i s t s  a n d  s y m p a t h i z e r s  a r e  m o r e  th a n  w e l ­

c o m e  to  t a k e  t o  th e  s t r e e t s  in  th e  s t r u g g l e  to  

f r e e  P u e r to  R ic o .  I t ’s  a s  s i m p l e  a s  t h a t .  A f t e r  

a l l ,  w h e n  w e  lo o k  a t  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  s t r u g g l e s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  W T O ,  th e  R e p u b l i c r a t s ,  t h e  f ig h t  

t o  f r e e  a n d  c o n s e r v e  th e  l a n d ,  t h e  b a t t l e  a g a in s t  

r a c i s m ,  s e x i s m ,  th e  A I D S  c r i s i s ,  i n j u s t i c e ,  e x ­

p l o i t a t i o n ,  c a p i t a l i s m ,  i m p e r i a l i s m -  a l l  r o a d s  

l e a d  b a c k  to  t h e  o ld e s t  c o l o n y  in  t h e  w o r ld .  

B u t  in  t h e  m e a n t i m e  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  o c ­

c u p y  U S  m i l i t a r y  b o m b i n g  z o n e s ,  s q u a t  U S  

g o v e r n m e n t - o w n e d  la n d ,  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  a g i t a t e ,  

d i s o b e y ,  s e iz e  th e  s ta t u e  o f  l i b e r ty ,  s e i z e  m i n d s ,  

s e i z e  t h e  t i m e ,  b e  t h e  f l y  o n  t h e  e l e p h a n t ’s  a s s  

a n d  m a y b e  o n e  d a y ,  t u r n  th i s  w h o l e  s h i t s t e m  

o n  i t s  f u c k i n g  h e a d .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

a n a r c h i s m  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  I c a n ’t  s p e a k  f o r  h ig h -  

m i n d e d  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  h ig h  b r o w  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  

o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  h i g h  r o l l e r s  e i t h e r ,  b u t  

w h e n  y o u  g e t  p a s t  a l l  th e  o b s t a c l e s  o f  i d e o l ­

o g y ,  th e  b o r d e r s  o f  d o c t r i n e ,  a n d  t h e  p a s s p o r t s  

o f  p r o t o c o l ,  t h e n  a n a r c h y  b e c o m e s  a c t i o n .  S o  

w h e n  y o u ’r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  c a n  

b a r e l y  r e a d ,  b u t  a r e  f e e d i n g ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h e l ­

t e r i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a u t o n o m o u s  

z o n e s  t h a t  e x i s t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s h i t s t e m ,  t h e n  

y o u ’r e  d e a l i n g  w i th  a c t i o n .  W h e n  y o u ’r e  d e a l ­

in g  w i th  f o lk s  w h o  d o n ’t k n o w  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  B a k u n i n  a n d  b o m b s  b u t  a r e ,  t h r o u g h  

r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  e x i s t e n c e ,  s l o w ly  c h i p p in g  a w a y  

a t  th e  m a c h i n e  a n d  a t t e m p t i n g  to  c r e a t e  a  w o r ld  

w i t h o u t  m a s t e r s  o r  s l a v e s ,  p r e s i d e n t s  o r  p a u ­

p e r s ,  l e a d e r s  o r  l i a r s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r  c o r p s e s ,  

th e n  y o u ’r e  d e a l i n g  w i th  a c t i o n .  B u t  y o u  k n o w ,  

th e  f a c t  i s , \ v e  d o n ’t  h a v e  to  c a l l  it  a n a r c h i s m ,  

o r  c o m m u n i s m ,  o r  s o c i a l i s m ,  o r  e v e n  t e r r o r ­

is m .  F u c k  “ i s m s ”  a n d  s c h i s m s ,  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  

a l l is  s a id ,  a n d  s a id  a g a in ,  w e  j u s t  g o t t a  d o  w h a t  

w e  g o t t a  d o .

I t  is  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p h e n o m e n o n  ( a l t h o u g h  e n ­

t i r e ly  p r e d i c t a b l e )  t h a t  t h e  U S  m e d i a  h a s  c o v ­

e r e d  t h e  E a s t  T ib e ta n  s t r u g g l e  o n ly  b e c a u s e  i t  

i s  a  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  C h in a ,  a n d  n o t  a g a i n s t  

t h e  U S . W ith  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c a n  L i b e r a t i o n  

M o v e m e n t ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  a  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  

a d d r e s s e s  U S  im p e r i a l i s m  a n d  c o l o n iz a t io n ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  l a r g e - s c a l e  a t t e n t i o n  h e r e .  

W h i l e  w e  d o  h a v e  t h i n g s  l i k e  p u n k  a n d  

C L A M O R ,  w e  a l s o  h a v e  t h i n g s  in  t h e  n o t - s o -  

d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  l i k e  w h e n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p l e s  

f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  a s s e m b l e d  a r m e d  m i ­

l i t i a s  i n  1 9 3 6  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r i s e  o f

F r a n c o  s  f a s c i s t  a r m y  in  S p a in .  I  s u p p o s e  a  

q u e s t i o n  t h a t  e v e r y  a c t i v i s t  ( o r  a n y  p e r s o n  c o n ­

c e r n e d  w i th  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  c h a n g e )  i s  f o r c e d  

to  f a c e  a t  s o m e  p o i n t  i s  h o w  m u c h  p r o g r e s s  

c a n  b e  c a u s e d  th r o u g h  p e a c e f u l ,  n o n v i o l e n t  

a c t i o n s ?  C o u l d  y o u  e x p l a in  w h a t  r o l e ,  i f  a n y , 

f o r c e f u l  o r  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  c o u l d  p l a y  in  t h e  f u r ­

t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c a n  c a u s e ?

T h e  P u e r t o  R i c a n  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e  h a s  u t i ­

l i z e d  b o t h  n o n - v i o l e n t  a c t i o n ,  a s  w e ’r e  c u r ­

r e n t l y  s e e i n g  in  t h e  s t r u g g le  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  U S  

m i l i t a r y  f r o m  P u e r t o  R ic a n  la n d ,  a n d  r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  v i o l e n c e ,  a s  w e ’v e  s e e n  in  th e  a c t i o n s  

o f  P u e r t o  R ic a n  c l a n d e s t i n e  a r m e d  u n i t s  s u c h

a s  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  f o r  N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  

( F A L N ) ,  a n d  t h e  P u e r to  R i c a n  P e o p l e s  A r m y -  

M a c h e t e r o s  ( E P B ) ,  t o  e n g e n d e r  a  r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  in  t h e  p e o p l e .  O r ,  a s  B o b  

M a r l e y  p u t  i t ,  t o  h e l p  u s  “ e m a n c i p a t e  o u r s e lv e s  

f r o m  m e n t a l  s l a v e r y .”  B u t  i t  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  b e  

r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  w e ’r e  u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  m o s t  

p o w e r f u l ,  t r e a c h e r o u s  a n d  v i o l e n t  e m p i r e  in  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m a n k i n d ,  s o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e s e  

t a c t i c s  o n  t h e  s l a v e m a s t e r  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  s o  

c l e a r  t o  t h e  e y e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  h i s t o r y  h a s  s h o w n  

u s  t h a t  w e  n e e d  b o th  n o n - v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  a n d  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i o l e n c e  i f  w e ’r e  g o i n g  to  f r e e  

o u r s e lv e s .  B u t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  th i s  

v i o l e n c e ,  o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i o l e n c e ,  is  a  n e c -



e s s a r y  r e a c t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s l a v e  t o  t h e  

d o w n p r e s s i v e  v i o l e n c e  h e  h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  

t o  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  s l a v e m a s t e r .  A s  F a n o n  

s a id ,  “ c o l o n i a l i s m  is  b u i l t  o n  s y s t e m i c  s t r u c ­

tu r a l  v i o l e n c e  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  t r i g g e r s  a  v i o ­

l e n t  r e a c t i o n . ”  B u t ,  a s  F a n o n  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  

t h a t  v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n  c a n  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a  c a t h a r ­

s is  b e c a u s e  i t  “ c a n  d i s s o lv e  th e  i n f e r io r i t y  c o m ­

p le x  o f  th e  c o l o n i z e d  ... w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  in ­

s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  b o d y  d u r i n g  a  l i f e t i m e  o f  v i o ­

l e n t  o p p r e s s i o n . ”

P e o p l e  in  s o - c a l l e d  “d e v e lo p in g  "  c o u n t r i e s  a l l  

a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e  h a v e  b e e n  k i c k i n g  a n d  

s c r e a m i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c ts  o f  W T O , 

W o r ld  B a n k  a n d  I M F  p o l i c i e s  f o r  o v e r  th e  p a s t  

2 0  y e a r s .  Yet n o n e  o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e v e n  

f l i n c h e d  u n t i l  g r a s s r o o t s  a c t i v i t y  in  th e  W e st­

e r n  W o r ld  f l a r e d  u p  d u r i n g  th e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

N o w , th e y  a r e  s u d d e n l y  c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  r h e t o ­

r i c  to  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  b y  p r o t e s t o r s  

in  A m e r i c a ,  P r a g u e ,  G e r m a n y  a n d  F r a n c e .  

S t i l l ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  g e t  a n y t h i n g  

b e t t e r  t h a n  r h e t o r i c a l  c h a n g e s  f r o m  t h e s e  p i ­

l o t s  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  

t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  s u p p o s e d  to  

b e  th e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h i s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  w i th  

t h e  p e o p l e  in  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  d i r e c t l y  

“ d o w n p r e s s e d "  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  g e t  th e  k i n d  o f  

r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  w e  n e e d ?

T h e  o n ly  t h i n g  th e  p r i v i l e g e d  c a n  d o  is  d i v e s t  

t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e .  T h e  o n ly  t h i n g  a 

r a c i s t  c a n  d o  is  b e c o m e  a  r a c e  t r a i to r .  T h e  o n ly  

t h i n g  th e  s l a v e m a s t e r  c a n  d o  is  s t o p  b e i n g  a 

s l a v e m a s t e r .  B u t  th e  s l a v e  h a s  s t i l l  g o t t a  b r e a k  

h i s  o w n  c h a in s .

T h i s  l e a d s  m e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  s  m u s ic .  I n  v a r i o u s  in t e r v i e w s  

w i th  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n ,  y o u 'v e  t a l k e d  q u i t e  a  b i t  

a b o u t  p u n k .  A ls o ,  y o u  t a lk  a  l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  

v a r i o u s  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  m u s i c  s u c h  a s  A f r o -  

C a r i b b e a n  m u s ic  a n d  s a l s a .  Y o u r m u s i c a l  i n ­

t e r e s t s  a r e  r a t h e r  d iv e r s e ,  y e t  p u n k  i s  a m o n g s t  

t h e  m o s t  w h i te ,  m a l e - d o m i n a t e d  m u s i c  s c e n e s  

t h a t  o n e  c o u l d  e v e r  f in d .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  

n u m e r o u s  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  th i s ,  b u t  th e y  a r e  s t i l l  

e x c e p t i o n s  t o  a  p r e t t y  s h a m e f u l  r u l e .  I f  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  is  a b o u t  t h e  k in d  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  

w e 'v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s in g ,  th e n  w h y  f o r m  a  b a n d  

t h a t  f i t s  w i th i n  t h e  p u n k  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  g a i n s  

m o s t  o f  i t s  s u p p o r t  f r o m  a  p u n k  c o n s t i t u e n c y ?  

T h e  p e o p l e  w h o  n e e d  to  b e  m o b i l i z e d  th e  m o s t ,  

b y  y o u r  o w n  a c c o u n t ,  m a k e  u p  t h e  s m a l l e s t  

p o p u l a t i o n  in  th e  h a r d c o r e / p u n k  c o m m u n i ty .  

W h y  n o t  i n f i l t r a t e  a  s c e n e  t h a t  c o u l d  b e t t e r  

m o b i l i z e  m a r g i n a l i z e d  p e o p l e s ?

W e  n e v e r  b e l i e v e d  in  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  a n y  

“ s c e n e , ”  b u t  w e  d o n ’t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m i n d  w h e n  

w e ’r e  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  “ p u n x ”  b e c a u s e  i t  t e n d s  to  

c o m e  f r o m  a  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o u r  a t t i t u d e  a n d  

p o l i t i c s ,  o r  s h o u l d  I s a y  a n t i - p o l i t i c s ?  A n d  p u n k  

h a s  a  r i c h  a n d  p r e t t y  i m p r e s s i v e  h i s to r y  o f  d i s ­

s e n t ,  D IY , a n d  d i r t  u n d e r  i t s  f i n g e r n a i l s .  I f  p u n x  

“ r u l e ”  is  s t i l l  o n e  o f  “ W h i t e  m a le  D o m in a t io n ,”  

t h e n  p u n k  n e e d s  u s  m o r e  t h a n  w e  n e e d  p u n k .  

B u t  r e a l ly ,  r a c e ,  j u s t  l i k e  g e n t r i f i c a t i o n ,  i s  a  

c o n s t r u c t  t h a t  c a m e  a b o u t  f o r  n o  g o o d  p u r p o s e .  

T h e  t r i c k  i s n ’t  t o  b e  c a t e g o r i z e d ,  th e  k e y  is  to  

c o n f o u n d  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n ,  c r e a t e  n e w  t e r m s  f o r  

f r e e d o m ,  a n d  r i c a n s t r u c t  p e r c e p t i o n s .  Y o u r  

h e a d  m a y  b e  f r e e ,  a n d  y o u r  r e c o r d  c o l l e c t i o n  

m a y  b e  a l p h a b e t i z e d ,  b u t  w h e n  y o u  g o  in to  

y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  r e c a  s t o ’ , t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a l l  

s o r t s  o f  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  s u b - c a t e g o r i e s .  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  w a s n ’t  f o r m e d  to  f i t  i n t o  a n y  

p a r t i c u l a r  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  W e  g r e w  u p  l i s t e n i n g  

to  m u s i c ,  p l a in  a n d  s im p l e ,  a n d  n e v e r  c a t e g o ­

r i z e d  it .  F r o m  S o - c a l l e d  p u n k ,  t o  s o - c a l l e d  

s a l s a ,  to  s o - c a l l e d  r e g g a e ,  f u n k ,  j a z z ,  m a m b o ,  

s k a ,  b o o g a l o o ,  b o m b a  y  p le n a ,  h ip - h o p ,  b e  b o p ,  

f o lk  a n d  f o l k l o r i c o .  W e  w e r e  a n d  a r e  o p e n  to  it 

a l l .  W e  n e v e r  c a r e d  w h e t h e r  J im i  H e n d r ix  w a s  

r o c k  o r  s o u l ,  o r  B a d  B r a i n s  w a s  h a r d c o r e  o r  

r e g g a e ,  o r  w h e t h e r  C o l t r a n e  w a s  j a z z  o r  e v e n  

p u n k .  J u s t  l i k e  w e  n e v e r  c a l l e d  o u r s e l v e s  a  

p o l i t i c a l  b a n d ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  s im p l y  m a d e  m u s ic  

a b o u t  o u r  l i v e s ,  w h i c h  o th e r s  c a l l e d  p o l i t i c a l .  

W e ’v e  p l a y e d  s o - c a l l e d  h i p - h o p  s h o w s  f o r  

M u m i a  a n d  L e o n a r d  P e l t i e r ,  s o - c a l l e d  p u n k  

s h o w s  f o r  t h e  Z a p a t i s t a s  a n d  t h e  s q u a t t i n g  

m o v e m e n t ,  m e r i n g u e  b l o c k  p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e  

h o m e l e s s  a n d  h u r r i c a n e  v i c t im s ,  a n d  w e  m i g h t  

e v e n  p l a y  j a z z  c l u b s  f o r  t h e  h e l l  o f  i t ,  i f  th e  

c o v e r  w a s n ’t  s o  h ig h .  W e ’v e  d o n e  s h o w s  w h e r e  

“ a n a r c h o - p u n x ”  a r e  s l a m m i n ’ w i th  “ S a n te r o s ” , 

a n d  h a r d c o r e  “ h i p - h o p  h e a d s ”  a r e  r a g i n ’ w i t ’ 

“ r a s t a s ” . T h i s  t o  u s  f e e l s  l i k e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  r e a l  

r e v o l u t io n .  Y e a h ,  w e  r e a l i z e  th a t  w e  g o t t a  u n i f y  

i f  w e ’r e  g o n n a  m a k e  c h a n g e ,  b u t  s t i l l ,  a f t e r  a l l 

i s  p l a y e d ,  a n d  p l a y e d  a g a i n ,  w e  a l s o  k n o w  th a t  

e a c h  o f  u s  s t i l l  h a s  o u r  o w n  c h a i n s  t o  b r e a k ;  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  t h e  c h a i n s  o f  s l a v e r y  a n d  

d o w n p r e s s i o n ,  d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  p r i v i l e g e ,  o r  

r a c e  a n d  r a c i s m .  I t ’s  n o t  a n  e a s y  t h i n g ,  b u t  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  i f  w e  c a n  d o  a w a y  w i th  c o n c e p t s  o f  

w h a t  is  “ B l a c k ”  a n d  w h a t  is  “ W h i t e , ”  a n d  in ­

s t e a d  l o o k  a t  w h a t  is  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a n d  w h a t  is  

n o t ,  w e  m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  b e  w e l l  o n  o u r  w a y  to  

w r i t i n g  t h e  s o u n d t r a c k  f o r  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  w e  

a l l  t a l k i n ’ a b o u t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  w h e n  t h e  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  c o m e s ,  i t  w i l l  s o u n d  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  

y o u ’v e  e v e r  h e a r d  a n d  n o t h i n g  y o u ’v e  e v e r  

h e a r d .

I  w a s  w o n d e r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n .  E v e t y  i n t e r v i e w  I ’v e  s e e n  w i th  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  u l t i m a t e l y  b e e n  a n  i n t e r ­

v ie w  w i th  o n e  m e m b e r -  y o u .  S o m e  b a n d s  l ik e  

t o  s a y  t h a t  e a c h  m e m b e r  s p e a k s  t h r o u g h  h i s  

o r  h e r  i n s t r u m e n t  a n d  t h a t  i s  h o w  t h e i r  v o ic e  

c o m e s  in t o  t h e  b a n d .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  f o u n d  t h a t  

to  b e  a  r o m a n t i c  l o a d  o f  c r a p . . .  T h e  i d e a  t h a t  

t h e y  d o n ’t  h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  w o r d s  to  c o n v e y  o r  

a n y t h i n g  to  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  b a n d  a n d  w h a t  i t  

r e p r e s e n t s .  T o o  o f te n ,  t h e  o t h e r  b a n d  m e m b e r s  

e n d  u p  b e i n g  r e d u c e d  to  a  b a c k - u p  b a n d  f o r  

o n e  p e r s o n . . .  I n  th e  w o r s t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e y  d o n ’t

e v e n  h a v e  t h e i r  h e a r t s  i n  t h e  w o r d s  t h a t  th e  

v o c a l i s t  is  s i n g in g . . .  t h e y  ju s t  w a n t  to  r o c k ,  a n d  

to  n o t  b e  b o t h e r e d  b y  t h e  i s s u e s .  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  

to  a s k  y o u  to  s p e a k  f o r  th e m , b u t  i n a s m u c h  a s  

t h i s  i s  a  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  in t e r v ie w ,  y o u  a l r e a d y  

a r e .  W h e re  a r e  th e y , a n d  h o w  d o  th e y  i n t e r a c t  

w i th  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  s  a n t i - p o l i t i c a l  p o l i t i c s ?

W e l l ,  I c a n ’t  s p e a k  f o r  o t h e r  b a n d s  o r  o t h e r  

p e o p l e  a s  t o  w h y  t h e y  d o  w h a t  t h e y  d o ,  n o r  d o  

I c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  t o  b e  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o n  w h a t  is  

“ r o m a n t i c  c r a p ”  a n d  w h a t  i s  n o t .  B u t  w h e n  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  c a m e  to  b e ,  w e  w e r e  j u s t  f o u r  

P u e r t o  R ic a n s  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  i n n e r - c i t y  g h e t to ,  

w h o  k n e w  w h a t  i t  w a s  to  b e g ,  b o r r o w ,  a n d  s te a l  

t o  s u r v i v e ,  a n d  w h o  b e l i e v e d  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  in  

t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  o u r  h o m e l a n d ,  P u e r to  R ic o .  

W e ’d  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s q u a t t e r s  m o v e m e n t ,  w e  

w r o t e  o n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  s m o k e d  th e  h o ly  

s a c r a m e n t ,  b e e n  h a r a s s e d  o r  b r u t a l i z e d  b y  th e  

p ig s ,  h a d  s h i t  j o b s  o r  w e r e  u n e m p l o y e d  o r  “ u n ­

e m p l o y a b l e , ”  a n d  b r o k e  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  w i n ­

d o w . W e 'd  a l l  r e a d  “ T h e  A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  

M a l c o l m  X ,”  “ T h e  W r e t c h e d  o f  t h e  E a r t h , ”  

“ T h e  B o l i v i a n  D i a r i e s , ”  “ T h e  A r t  o f  W a r ,”  a n d  

“ T h e  P e d a g o g y  o f  t h e  O p p r e s s e d , ”  a n d  w e  a l l  

w a n t e d  f r e e d o m  f o r  M u m i a  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  

B la c k  l i b e r a t i o n i s t s ,  a n d  L e o n a r d  P e l t i e r ,  a n d  

t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  N a t i o n s .  W e ’d  a l l  b e e n  

b e a t e n  d o w n ,  b u t  n o t  o u t ,  b y  r a c i s m ,  a n d  w e  

a l l  k n e w  t h a t  s l a v e r y  w a s  s t i l l  in  e f f e c t .  W e  

m a d e  m u s i c  a s  a n  o u t l e t  f o r  o u r  a n g e r ,  o u r  s u f ­

f e r i n g ,  o u r  d e f e r r e d  d r e a m s ,  a n d  o u r  d a s h e d  

id e a s ;  b u t  a l s o  f o r  o u r  j o y ,  p r i d e ,  a n d  lo v e ,  a n d  

to  s e t  o u r s e l v e s  f r e e -  i f  o n ly  f o r  t h a t  m o m e n t .  

W e  m a d e  m u s i c  b e c a u s e  t o  u s  it  s o u n d e d  l i k e  

r e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  y e s ,  w e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  m a d e  

m u s ic  s i m p l y  to  r o c k .  W h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  m a k ­

in g  m u s ic ,  w e  d i d n ’t h a v e  to  a s k  e a c h  o t h e r  i f  

w e  w e r e  d a n c i n g  to  t h e  s a m e  d r u m m e r .  W e  

k n e w  w e  w e r e .  W h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  w r i t i n g ,  w e  

d i d n ’t h a v e  to  a s k  e a c h  o t h e r  i f  w e  s p o k e  th e  

s a m e  l a n g u a g e .  W e  d id .  W e  n e v e r  g a v e  m u c h  

t h o u g h t  to  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  w h o  w o u l d  d o  “ e m ,  

a n d  w e  n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  o u r s e l v e s  t o  b e  

s p o k e s p e r s o n s  f o r  a n y t h in g  in  p a r t i c u l a r .  W h e n  

w e  d id  d o  i n t e r v i e w s  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  

a p p r o a c h e d  b y  a  c o o l  “ z i n e  l i k e  P r o f a n e  E x ­

i s t e n c e  o r  J e r s e y  B e a t .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  “ z i n e s  

t e n d e d  to  a p p r o a c h  m e  b e c a u s e  I w a s  p e r c e iv e d  

a s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  s i n c e  I w a s  th e  

“ t h r o a t . ”  A n y w a y ,  s o m e w h e r e  a l o n g  t h e  l in e ,  

1 g o t  e l e c t e d ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  E l e c t o r a l  C o l l e g e ,  

t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  “ M i n i s t e r  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n , ”  

o r  a s  I ’m  o t h e r w i s e  k n o w n ,  “ N o t  f o r  P r o p h e t  

o f  R a g e  f o r  t h e  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  a n t i - A r m y .”  

A l t h o u g h  I p e r s o n a l l y  d o n ’t  c a r e  m u c h  f o r  

d o i n g  i n t e r v i e w s ,  I  s t i l l  t h i n k  t h e y ’r e  u s e f u l  

w h e n  y o u  c a n  d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  t h a t  m i g h t  i n s p i r e  

o t h e r s ,  w h e t h e r  t h o s e  i s s u e s  a r e  “ p o l i t i c a l ”  o r  

p e r s o n a l ,  a r t i s t i c  o r  a n a r c h i s t i c .  F o r  t h a t  r e a ­

s o n ,  I ’v e  c o n t i n u e d  to  d o  th e m .  A n y w a y ,  t h a t ’s  

t h e  w a y  i t  i s ,  a n d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  in  t i m e ,  w h o ­

e v e r  d o n ’t l i k e  i t ,  s h o u l d n ’t  r e a l l y  b o t h e r  to  

t a lk  t o  u s  a t  a l l .  B u t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I t h i n k  th i s  is



k i n d  o f  a  s t u p id  q u e s t i o n -  s o  p e r h a p s  I ’m  n o t  

t h e  b e s t  p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  j o b .

H o p e f u l ly ,  y o u  w o n ’t  f i n d  m y  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  

q u e s t i o n s  a s  “ s t u p i d "  a s  t h e  l a s t  o n e .  I  w a s  

j u s t  t r y i n g  to  u n d e r s t a n d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  a b o u t  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n ,  I  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  b a n d  is  n o t  j u s t  

y o u ,  a n d  y o u   e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  y o u  a l l  c a m e  

t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t ,  a  

c o m m o n  s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e  a n d  c o m m o n  e x p e ­

r i e n c e .  I  th i n k  y o u  ’l l  a g r e e  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  

h a v e  a  l o t  to  d o  w i th  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  m o v e ­

m e n t ,  a n d  s o  I  D O  t h i n k  i t ’s  i m p o r t a n t .  B u t  

m o v i n g  o n -  y o u  u s e d  to  d o  s p o k e n  w o r d  p e r ­

f o r m a n c e s  b e f o r e  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n .  C o u l d  y o u  

e x p l a in  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  s h o r t c o m i n g s  

o f  s p o k e n  w o r d  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n ?  F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  b u i l d i n g  r e ­

s i s t a n c e  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r o v o c a t i o n ,  

h o w  d o e s  s p o k e n  w o r d  c o m p a r e  t o  p l a y i n g  

m u s i c ?

I ’v e  f o u n d  t h a t  b o t h  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  c a n  

b e  e f f e c t i v e  t o o l s  f o r  p r o v o c a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a ­

t i o n .  P e o p le  c o m e  to  a r t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  

a n d  t h e y  c o m e  to  " p o l i t i c a l ”  a r t  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  

a v e n u e s .  S o  w h a t  w i l l  m o v e  a n d  m o t iv a t e  th e m  

w i l l  d e p e n d  o n  w h e r e  t h e i r  h e a d s  a r e  a t  th e  

t i m e .  S o m e  l i k e  th e  m o r e  i n t im a te ,  a n d  o f te n  

m o r e  p e r s o n a l ,  s o u l  s e a r c h i n g  o f  s p o k e n  w o r d ,  

w h i l e  o th e r s  p r e f e r  t h e  c a t h a r s i s  o f  a  k in d  o f  

fu ll  o n  s o n ic  s a b o ta g e .  I ’v e  h a d  p e o p l e  s a y  th e y  

c o u l d n ’t  g e t  i n t o  R ic a n s t r u c t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

c o u l d n ’t  h e a r  t h e  l y r i c s  b u t  o th e r s  w a n t e d ,  o r  

n e e d e d ,  th e  p o w e r  a n d  r e l e a s e  o f  th e  m u s i c  a n d  

d i d n ’t r e a l l y  g i v e  a  s h i t  w h a t  I w a s  s a y in g .  

W h i c h  is  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  o n e  is  a n y  m o r e  " p o ­

l i t i c a l l y ”  m i n d e d  t h a n  t h e  o th e r ;  i t ’s  j u s t  th e  

d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  o f  g e t t i n ’ y o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

g r o o v e  o n .  F o r m e ,  p e r s o n a l ly ,  I l ik e  th e  p o w e r  

o f  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  s o m e  c a l l  “ p u n k  r o c k . ”  T o  

m e  i t  s o u n d s  l i k e  l i b e r a t i o n .  A n d  I p r e f e r  th e  

b a n d  f o r m a t  b e c a u s e  i t  a l l o w s  m e  to  i n t e r a c t  

w i th  m y  b r o t h e r s  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  I w a s n ’t w h e n  

1 w a s  t h e  lo n e  “ p o e t ”  o n  a  b a r e  s ta g e .  I f o u n d  

th a t  1 n e e d e d  t h a t  a r t i s t i c  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  in t e r ­

a c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h r o u g h  o u r  m u s i c  e a c h  o n e  o f  

u s  w a s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g  v o lu m e s .  W h ic h  

m a y  b e  w h y  I c o u l d n ’t  q u i t e  g e t  w i th  y o u r  

q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  w h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n ’s  h e a d s  w e r e .  B u t  in  t e r m s  o f  

th e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  th e  s t r u g g le ,  i t  r e a l l y  i s  b i g ­

g e r  t h a n  h ip - h o p ,  o r  p u n k ,  o r  s p o k e n  w o r d ,  o r  

a l l  th e  o t h e r  g e n r e s  a n d  s t y l e s  a n d  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Y o u  c a n  b a n g  o n  a n  o i l  c a n  o r  b a n g  o n  th e  d o o r s  

o f  t h e  W T O ,  o r  s c r e a m  o n  t h e  s t a g e  o r  s c r e a m  

o n  th e  ( w a l l )  s t r e e t s ,  o r  p l a y  a  g u i t a r  o r  p l a y  

w a r  ( g a m e s ) ,  o r  m a k e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  o r  m a k e  

th e  n e c e s s a r y  t o o l s  t o  t e a r  d o w n  th e  w a l l s  o f  

J e r i c h o .  T h e  k e y  is  to  d o  s o m e t h in g .

R e v i s i t in g  y o u r  f u l l - l e n g t h  C D , L i b e r a t i o n  D a v , 

t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  j u s t  c a n ' t  ig n o r e . . .  I t  

b a r e l y  c o m e s  c l o s e  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t ­

in g  t h e  d e p t h  a n d  v i s io n  o f  y o u r  p o l i t i c a l  o b ­

j e c t i v e s .  B a s i c a l l y ,  y o u  g e t  th e  m u s i c  a n d  th e  

ly r i c s ,  a n d  a d m i t t e d l y  a m a z i n g  c o v e r  a r t .  H a v ­

i n g  g r o w n  u p  a r o u n d  p u n k ,  I 'm  s u r e  y o u  v e  

s e e n  s o m e  e l a b o r a t e  p a c k a g i n g  f o r  m u s i c .  

R e v o l u t i o n a i y  m u s i c  f r o m  C r a s s  to  S u b m is s io n  

H o l d  h a s  d o n e  i t s  b e s t  t o  g i v e  u s  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  

c a n  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  ‘I t s  M o v e m e n t  ’. S u re ly ,  y o u  

k n o w  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  g iv e n  u s  m o r e  c o n ­

t e n t  to  a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  m u s i c  a n d  ly r i c s . . .  A s  

i t  is , w e  d o n ’t  h a v e  a n y  o f  y o u r  e l a b o r a t i o n  o n  

t h e  l y r i c s  o r  d e t a i l e d  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  i s s u e s  a t  h a n d  in  t h e  P u e r t o  R ic a n  L i b ­

e r a t i o n  M o v e m e n t .  I  d o n  1 b r i n g  th i s  u p  to  m a k e  

a  c o s m e t i c  p o i n t  a b o u t  ‘p a c k a g i n g ’: 

R i c a n s t r u c t i o n  c l e a r l y  h a s  a  h e l l  o f  a  l o t  m o r e  

t o  s a y  t h a n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r  s u p p o s e d l y  p o ­

l i t i c a l  b a n d s ,  a n d  th e  l y r i c s  ( b y  th e m s e lv e s )  

d o n ’t  e v e n  g i v e  u s  w h a t  w e  c a n  g e t  in  a  s h o r t  

in te r v ie w . . .  N o t  e v e r y o n e  is  g o i n g  to  g e t  to  r e a d  

t h e  in t e r v i e w s .  M y  q u e s t i o n  i s -  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f

a n  in f o r m e d  r e s i s t a n c e ,  w h y  n o t  u s e  y o u r  r e ­

l e a s e s  t o  s h a r e  m o r e  o f  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  to  o f ­

f e r ?

O u r  s im p l e  s o n g s  a r e  n o t  a  m a n u a l  o r  a  m a n i ­

f e s to ,  n o r  a r e  t h e y  in t e n d e d  to  b e ,  a n d  w e ’r e  

n o t  a  “ s h i n i n g  p a t h ”  o r  t h e  “ P u e r t o  R i c a n  

P e o p le s  A r m y .”  W e  a r e ,  to  t h e  b e s t  o f  o u r  a b i l ­

i t y  a n d  w i th i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a  “ p u n k ”  ( c o n t r a )  

b a n d ,  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

s o c i e ty ,  o u r s e l v e s  in  t h i s  s o c ie ty ,  a n d  t h e  n a ­

tu r e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  a n d  i t s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  

B a b y l o n .  B u t  w e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  s o m e  

k i n d  o f  “ l e a d e r - l i b e r a t o r - l y r i c i s t s ”  w i t h  a l l  t h e  

a n s w e r s  o n  h o w  to  g e t  f r e e ,  a n d  i t  w o u l d  b e  

p r e s u m p t u o u s  f o r  u s  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  o r  

t h e  p a t h ,  o r  t h e  “ id e o l o g y ”  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  

o th e r s .  A s  C h e  G u e v a r a  s a id ,  “ t h e r e  is  n o  s u c h  

t h i n g s  a s  a  l i b e r a t o r ;  t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  l i b e r a t e  

t h e m s e l v e s . ”  S o  i t ’s  n o  l o n g e r  a b o u t  f o l l o w -



i n g  t h e  “ l e a d e r , ”  o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  th e  

p a m p h l e t ,  o r  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  o r  t h e  b o o k l e t ,  o r  

t h e  b i b l e ,  o r  t h e  “ m a n ”  w i t h  t h e  a n s w e r s  a n d  

t h e  p l a n .  W e ’v e  b e e n  in  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  

w e ’v e  r e a d  t h e  p a m p h l e t  a n d  t h e  b o o k l e t  a n d  

t h e  b i b l e ,  a n d  s e e n  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  f o l l o w e d  

th e  “ m a n ”  a n d  th e  p la n ,  a n d  a l l  o u r  l e a d e r s  w e r e  

f a l s e ,  a n d  a l l  o u r  i c o n s  w e r e  c r u c i f i e d ,  a n d  th e  

o n l y  r e a l  a n s w e r  w e  g o t  w a s  t o  l o o k  to  o u r ­

s e l v e s .  Y e s ,  r e a d  e v e r y t h i n g ,  h e a r  e v e r y t h i n g ,  

s e e  e v e r y t h i n g ,  d o  e v e r y t h i n g ,  b e  e v e r y t h i n g ,  

t a k e  f r o m  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  e v e r y o n e ,  f i n d  th e  

s o u r c e s ,  b e  y o u r  o w n  s o u r c e  a n d ,  a s  A m i r i  

B a r a k a  s a id  “ l e a v e  th e  b i t t e r  r o t t e n  w h i t e  p a r t s  

a l o n e . ”  W h a t  p e o p l e  n e e d  is  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  

i m a g in a t io n s  c h a l l e n g e d ,  a n d  th e i r  h e a d s  f r e e d .  

T h e r e ’s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  to  b e  g a i n e d  f r o m  a l l o w ­

i n g  p e o p l e  to  t h i n k  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  d r a w  

t h e i r  o w n  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  a n d  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  

d e c i s i o n s ,  a n d  d e c i d e  t h e i r  o w n  w a y  to  l i b e r a ­

t i o n  d a y .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s  p e o p l e  a r r i v e  a t  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i t  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  k in d  

o f  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  a t  t h a t  p o in t ,  

w h o  f e e l s  i t  k n o w s  it .  W h a t  d i d  L K J *  s a y :  “ D o  

w e  n e e d  a n o t h e r  M o s e s  t o  t a k e  w e  a c r o s s  th e  

s e a ,  a n d  s a y  g w a m * * ,  w a lk  c r o s s ,  w e  n o w  f r e e ,  

w e  n o w  f r e e ,  a s  w e  e n t e r  t h e  21  s t  c e n tu r y .  A r e  

w e  lo n g  p a s t  t h a t  e r a ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s t a g e ,  a n d  i t ’s 

e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  t h a t  h a s  to  r i s e  n o w  to  m e e t  

t h e  d a w n i n g  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  a g e . ”  

* L K J  is  L i n to n  K w e s i  J o h n s o n -  a  c o n s c i o u s  

d u b  p o e t  f r o m  E n g l a n d ,  b y  w a y  o f  J a m a i c a .

* *  G w a r n  ” m e a n s  " g o  o n  ”  in  J a m a i c a n  p a ­

to i s .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  R i c a n s t r u c t i o n ,  

c h e c k  o u t  t h e i r  w e b  s i t e  a t  

w w w .r i c a n s t r u c t i o n .n e t .

T h e  P o l i t i c a l  a n d  

t h e  S a c r e d :

A  C o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h

S t a r h a w k

b y  Y a e l  G r a u e r

S ta r h a w k  is  a  s o c ia l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v ­

i s t ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  e m b r a c i n g  n o n v i o l e n t  c iv i l  

d i s o b e d i e n c e  in  v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g le s  ( i n ­

c l u d in g  t h o s e  a g a in s t  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s ,  c o r p o ­

r a t e  r u l e  a n d  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  o ld  g r o w th  f o r ­

e s t s )  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  S h e ’s  a l s o  a  r a d i c a l  W i tc h  

a n d  th e  a u t h o r  o f  m a n y  p r o m i n e n t  b o o k s ,  i n ­

c l u d i n g  T h e  S p i r a l  D a n c e :  A  R e b i r t h  o f  th e  

A n c ie n t  R e l ig io n  o f  t h e  G r e a t  G o d d e s s :  D r e a m ­

i n g  t h e  D a r k :  M a g ic ,  S e x , a n d  P o l i t i c s ;  a n d  

T ru th  o r  D a r e :  E n c o u n t e r s  w ith  P o w e r ,  A u th o r ­

i t y  a n d  M y s te r y .  W h e n  n o t  t r a v e l l i n g  a r o u n d  

g iv i n g  le c tu r e s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s ,  S ta r h a w k  w o r k s  

w i t h  R e c l a i m i n g , a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f f e r i n g  

c l a s s e s ,  p u b l i c  r i t u a l s  a n d  t r a in in g  in  t h e  G o d ­

d e s s  t r a d i t i o n .  Y a e l  G r a u e r  w a s  f in a l ly  a b l e  to  

c a t c h  u p  w i th  h e r  in  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 0 .

D i d  y o u  g e t  in v o l v e d  w i th  a c t i v i s m  b e f o r e  y o u  

w e r e  a  P a g a n ,  o r  w a s  i t  t h e  o t h e r  w a y  a r o u n d ?

1 g u e s s  I g o t  i n v o l v e d  w i th  a c t i v i s m  e v e n  b e ­

f o r e  I w a s  a  P a g a n ,  b e c a u s e  I w a s  i n v o l v e d  in  

h ig h  s c h o o l  in  a c t i o n s  a g a in s t  th e  V ie t n a m  W a r. 

T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  1 g o t  a r r e s t e d  w a s  w h e n  I w a s  15 , 

f o r  h a n d i n g  o u t  b a l lo o n s  t h a t  s a id :  P e a c e  o n



E a r th ,  S to p  t h e  W a r  in  V ie t n a m .  W e  h a d  a n  

a c t iv e  a n t i - w a r  g r o u p  a n d  s tu d e n t s ’ r ig h t s  g ro u p . 

I t w a s n ’t u n t i l  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  l a t e r  w h e n  I 

w a s  in  c o l l e g e  t h a t  I d i s c o v e r e d  P a g a n i s m .

Y o u 'v e  b e e n  in v o l v e d  w i th  a  l o t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i s ­

s u e s  t h a t  m a n y  P a g a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  e m ­

b r a c e d .  W h y  d o  y o u  th i n k  t h a t  W i tc h e s  a r e  

m o r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  in v o l v e d  t h a n  m o s t  o t h e r  r e l i ­

g i o n s  ( e x c e p t  U n i t a r i a n s  a n d  Q u a k e r s ) ?

I t h i n k  it  h e l p s  i f  y o u  h a v e  a  s p i r i t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  

th a t  s a y s  t h e  e a r t h  is  s a c r e d  a n d  w e  h a v e  to  b e  

in v o l v e d  w i th  it a n d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  th i s  e a r t h  a n d  

th e  G o d d e s s  is  i n v o l v e d  w i th  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s .  

E v e r y  e c o s y s t e m  o n  e a r t h  is  u n d e r  a s s a u l t ;  

e v e r y  i n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t y  is  e i t h e r  s u f f e r ­

in g  o r  in  a  to o t h - a n d - n a i l  s t r u g g le  f o r  t h e i r  la n d .  

S o  th a t  h e lp s  p e o p l e  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  

o f  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  n o t  j u s t  s t a n d i n g  b a c k  

a n d  l e t t i n g  th e  e a r t h  b e  c r u c i f i e d .

A l o t  o f  W i tc h e s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  m u n d a n e  a n d  th e  

m y s t i c a l  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  b o u n d .  D o  y o u  th i n k  

t h a t  e v e n  a c t i v i s t s  w h o  c a l l  t h e m s e lv e s  a t h e ­

i s t s  a r e  e n g a g i n g  in  a  f o r m  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y ?

B y  m y  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d  th e  s a c r e d ,  

1 t h i n k  th e y  a r e .  T h e  w o r d  s a c r e d  is  r e l a t e d  to  

th e  s a m e  r o o t  a s  s a c r i f i c e .  T h a t ’s w h a t  m a k e s  

w h a t  th e y  a r e  d o i n g  s a c r e d .  I f  y o u  a r e  w i l l i n g  

to  m a k e  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  t o  t a k e  a  

s t a n d  o r  r i s k  y o u r s e l f ,  t h e n  y o u  a r e  a c t i n g  in  a  

s a c r e d  w a y  e v e n  i f  y o u  d o n ’t c o n s i d e r  y o u r ­

s e l f  s p i r i t u a l .

W h e n  y o u ’r e  o u t  t h e r e  in  t h e  s t r e e t s  a n d  

in  th e  f o r e s t s ,  p u t t i n g  y o u r s e l v e s  o n  t h e  l i n e  

b e c a u s e  y o u  c a r e  a b o u t  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  d e e p ly  

t h a n  y o u r  o w n  c o m f o r t  o r  p r o f i t . . . t h a t ’s  th e  r e a l  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y .

W e 'v e  h e a r d  t h a t  y o u 'v e  h a d  p e o p l e  c o n t a c t  

y o u  f r o m  j a i l s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  p r a c t i c e  

W ic c a  i n  t h e r e  a n d  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  s  s o m e o n e  in  c h a r g e .

R e c l a i m in g  h a s  h a d  p e o p l e  c o n t a c t  u s  f r o m  j a i l ,  

a n d  w e ’v e  h a d  p e o p l e  g o  in  to  t e a c h  r i t u a l s .  

Y o u  c a n  h a v e  a  p r i e s t  o r  a  r a b b i  c o m e  in to  j a i l s ,  

a n d  t h e y ’r e  s u p p o s e d  to  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i th  r e l i ­

g io u s  s e r v i c e s .  I t  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  c h a p l a i n ’s 

j u d g m e n t  w h e t h e r  g r o u p s  l i k e  R e c l a i m i n g  c a n  

c o m e  in .  W e  h a v e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  

o r d a i n e d  w h o  d o  th a t .  P r i s o n e r s  w h o  a r e  i n ­

t e r e s t e d  c a n  w r i t e  t o  R e c l a i m i n g  i f  t h e y ’r e  in  

a n  a r e a  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  a  g r o u p ,  o r  i f  w e  k n o w  

a  g r o u p  in  t h e i r  a r e a  w h o  c a n  p r o v i d e  s o m e ­

o n e .  W e ’ ll a l s o  s e n d  c o p i e s  o f  o u r  m a g a z i n e  

t o  p r i s o n e r s .

You w r o te  a b o u t  A I D S  v ic t im s  a s  s a c r e d  m a r ­

ty r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w h o  c a u g h t  t h e  d i s e a s e  

t h r o u g h  i n t e r c o u r s e , a s  t h o s e  w h o  d i e  in  s e r ­

v ic e  o f  t h e  e r o t i c  G o d d e s s .  D o e s  t h a t  v ie w  h a v e  

a n  h i s t o r i c a l  b a s i s ?

T h a t  w a s  s o m e t h in g  th a t  c a m e  to  m e  in  a  r i t u a l ,  

in  a  v i s i o n .  J p a n n a ,  th e  a n c i e n t  S u m e r i a n  g o d ­

d e s s  o f  l o v e  a n d  t h e  e r o t i c  s a id  t o  m e ,  t h e s e  

p e o p l e  a r e  m y  h o ly  m a r ty r s .  O u r  c u l t u r e  t e l l s  

u s  t h a t  i f  y o u  g e t  a  d i s e a s e  b e c a u s e  y o u ' r e  

s e x u a l ,  y o u ’r e  b a d ,  a n d  s h e  w a s  s a y i n g  n o ,  

y o u ’r e  g o o d ,  t h a t ’s  h o ly ;  i t ’s  m y  f o r m  o f  w o r ­

s h ip .  I f  p e o p l e  g e t  h u r t  d o i n g  i t  w e  s h o u ld  

h o n o r  t h e i r  s e x u a l  f r e e d o m  a n d  t h e i r  w i l l i n g ­

n e s s  t o  t a k e  r i s k s .

H o w  d o  y o u  r e c o n c i l e  b e i n g  J e w i s h  a n d  b e i n g  

a  W itc h ?

F o r  m e ,  J u d a i s m  is  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  m y  a n c e s ­

to r s ,  a n d  I ’m  v e r y  b o n d e d  to  i t  in  t h a t  i t ’s  m y  

r o o t s .  T h e r e  a r e  o ld  P a g a n  r o o t s  t h a t  a r e  s i m i ­

la r  to  J u d a i s m  in  t e r m s  o f  c o n n e c t i o n  to  th e  

l a n d  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  th e  s e a s o n s  a n d  c y c l e s .  

W h a t  I p r a c t i c e  m y s e l f ,  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  is  m y  d i ­

r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  to  n a t u r e  in  t h e  G o d d e s s  t r a d i ­

t i o n .  I f  I w a s  10  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  I p r o b a b l y  

w o u l d ’v e  e n d e d  u p  a s  a  r a b b i  i n s t e a d  o f  a  

W i tc h ,  b u t  in  m y  f o r m a t iv e  y e a r s  t h e r e  w e r e n ’t 

a n y  w o m y n  r a b b i s .  I t  w a s  u n h e a r d  o f .  T h e r e  

w e r e  n o  w o m y n  in  c h a r g e  o f  a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t  

m a y b e  H a d a s s a h  o r  t e a c h in g  in  H e b r e w  s c h o o l ,  

a n d  b y  th e  t i m e  th e r e  w e r e  I w a s  a l r e a d y  u s e d  

t o  s t r i p p i n g  o f f  a l l  m y  c l o t h e s  a n d  j u m p i n g  

n a k e d  in t o  t h e  o c e a n  a t  W i n te r  S o l s t i c e .  T h e r e  

u s e d  to  b e  a  W i c c a n - J e w is h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h e r e  

t h a t  d id  b e a u t i f u l  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  r i t u a l s .  T h e y  

d i d  1 I ig h  H o ly  D a y  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  w e  c a l l e d  in  

A s h e r a h ,  a n d  w e  d r u m m e d  a n d  s a n g .

C a n  y o u  c h a n g e  y o u r  a n g e r  to  w i l l ?

O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  r e a l ly  n e e d  to  l e a r n  h o w  

to  d o  is  t o  c h a n g e  o u r  a n g e r  t o  w i l l ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e ’ ll b e  a  lo t  o f  a n g e r  w h e n  y o u  r e a l l y  s t a r t  

l o o k i n g  a t  t h i n g s ,  a n d  a  l o t  o f  g r i e f ,  d e s p a i r ,  

h e l p l e s s n e s s .  S t i r  in  a  b u n c h  o f  a b j e c t  f e a r  a n d  

t e r r o r ,  a n d  y o u  c a n  h a v e  i n t e r e s t i n g  m i x .  Y o u  

c a n  w r i t e  a  G r e e k  t r a g e d y !  O r  y o u  c a n  b u m  

o u t  a n d  s c r e a m  a t  y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  o r  y o u  c a n  g o  

f r o m  a c t io n  to  a c t i o n  to  a c t i o n  u n t i l  y o u  c o l ­

l a p s e  f r o m  e x h a u s t i o n .  O r  y o u  c a n  s e e  a n g e r  

a s  e n e r g y ,  a s  l i f e  f o r c e  e n e r g y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is , 

i t ’s  y o u r  l i f e  r i s i n g  u p  a n d  s a y in g ,  “ w e ’r e  u n ­

d e r  a t t a c k  h e r e ”  a n d  t e l l i n g  y o u  to  d o  s o m e ­

t h i n g ,  f i g h t ,  f l e e ,  t a k e  a c t i o n .  B u t  y o u  n e e d  to  

l e a n t  h o w  to  c o n t a in  i t ,  s o  y o u  c a n  s l e e p  s o m e ­

t i m e s ,  s o  y o u  c a n  k i c k  b a c k  a n d  r e l a x .  A n d  

th e n  a n g e r  b e c o m e s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  s o u r c e  o f  

c r e a t iv i t y ,  a n d  w h a t  w e  n e e d  to  k e e p  u s  t h i n k ­

in g  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  c a n  d o  to  k e e p  c h a n g i n g  

th e  s y s t e m .

A n d  t h e  f e a r . . . y o u 'v e  s a i d  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e r e 's  

f e a r ,  t h e r e  s  p o w e r .

In  a  s e n s e  w h e n  y o u  d o  a  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  y o u ’r e  

c o n f r o n t i n g  s o m e  o f  y o u r  g r e a t e s t  f e a r s .  

T h e r e ’s  a n  a b s o l u t e  m a s s  o f  p o w e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

a n d  t h e  p o l i c e .  Y o u  c a n  g e t  p h y s i c a l l y  h a r m e d

o r  d a m a g e d .  Y o u  c a n  g e t  s e n t e n c e d  t o  j a i l .  B u t  

i t ’s  t r e m e n d o u s l y  p o w e r f u l  to  d o  it a n y w a y  a n d  

n o t  le t  f e a r  s to p  y o u ,  a n d  t h e n  y o u  c a n  f i n d  

o t h e r  s u b t l e  w a y s  in  y o u r  l i f e  in  w h i c h  y o u ’r e  

n o t  d o i n g  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  to  d o ,  i n  w h i c h  f e a r  

i s  a  p o w e r  u s e d  to  s to p  u s .  I f  w e  s to p  l e t t i n g  it  

g e t  in  t h e  w a y  o f  y o u r  a c t i o n s ,  w e  h a v e  a  p o w ­

e r f u l  l e v e r  t o  m o v e  t h e  s y s t e m .

C a n  y o u  s a y  a  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  m y th  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  d r e a m ?

A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  i n d i v id u a l - o r i ­

e n t e d .  T h e r e ’s  a  lo t  l e s s  o f  a  s e n s e  o f  c o l l e c ­

t i v e  a c t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s  a s  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s .  I t ’s 

k in d  o f  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  i f  y o u ’r e  

n o t  s u c c e s s f u l ,  i t ’s  y o u r  o w n  f a u l t ,  y o u ’r e  n o t  

a s  s m a r t ,  n o t  w o r k i n g  a s  h a r d ,  y o u ' r e  l a z y  o r  

i n c o m p e t e n t .  B u t  t h e  t r u t h  is  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  

w h o  a r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m e  f r o m  

s o m e  b a s e  o f  p r i v i l e g e  to  b e g i n  w i th .  T h e r e ’s 

s o m e  r o o m  o n  th e  e d g e s  t o  m o v e  a r o u n d ,  j u s t  

e n o u g h  to  k e e p  p e o p l e  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  e v e r y ­

o n e  c a n  b e  p r e s i d e n t ,  e v e r y o n e  c a n  r i s e  t o  th e  

to p  i f  t h e y  w o r k  h a r d  e n o u g h .  E v e r y  o n c e  in  a  

w h i l e  y o u  g e t  a  B i l l  C l i n t o n ,  w h o  w a s  p o o r ,  

b u t  r e a l l y  y o u  u s u a l l y  g e t  a  G o r e  o r  a  B u s h ,  

w h o  a r e  b o t h  c o m p e t i n g  f o r  t h e  O v a l  O f f i c e  

a n d  b o th  c o m e  f r o m  p r i v i l e g e d  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k ­

g r o u n d s .  In  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  a  s y s t e m  w h e r e  e v ­

e r y o n e  c a n  b e  p r e s i d e n t ,  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n  

l i v e  a  d e e p  a n d  a b u n d a n t  l i f e ,  w e  n e e d  to  

c h a n g e  th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  B e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  

a  lo t  o f  p e o p l e .  T h e  o d d s  a r e  r e a l l y  s t a c k e d  

a g a i n s t  t h e m  a n d  a  lo t  o f  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

e v e r y o n e  c a n  im p r o v e  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  r i s e  

a b o v e  it . P e o p le  l i k e  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s o  t h e y  

w o n ’t  f e e l  h o p e l e s s ,  b u t  i t ’s  n o t  r e a l l y  l i k e  t h a t  

y e t .

I n  T h e  S p i r a l  D a n c e ,  y o u  w r o t e  “p o l i t i c a l  

a w a r e n e s s  c a n  b e c o m e  a  t y r a n n y  o f  i t s  o w n , 

n o t  l e a s t  b e c a u s e  i t  lo c k s  u s  i n t o  t h e  i s s u e s  a n d  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  tim e '. ”  C a n  y o u  

s a y  m o r e  o n  t h a t ?

1 t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a n  a s p e c t  to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v ­

is m  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  s e n s e  o f  u r ­

g e n c y ,  p e o p l e  t h i n k i n g ,  “ I a b s o l u t e l y  k n o w  

w h a t  is  r i g h t . ”  A n d  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a d v o c a t e s  t h a t  

p e o p l e  s t e p  b a c k ,  r e f l e c t ,  a n d  a p p r o a c h  th e  

w o r l d  w i th  a  s e n s e  o f  m y s t e r y  -  t h a t  m a y b e  

th e y  d o n ’t  a l w a y s  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  i s  r ig h t .

1 t h i n k  th i s  is  a  g o o d  q u a l i t y  to  b r i n g  in to  a c ­

t i v i s m ,  to  lo o k  a t  s o m e  o f  th e  d e e p e r  i s s u e s  

t h a t  w a y .  A l s o  in  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m  t h e r e ’s  a l ­

w a y s  a n  i s s u e  o r  a  f a d  o f  t h e  m o m e n t ,  a n d  y o u  

c a n ’t a l w a y s  te l l  w h ic h  o n e s  a r e  g o i n g  to  b e  

l o n g - l a s t i n g  s t r u g g le s  a n d  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  t h i n g s  

t h a t  d o n ’t  h o ld  u p .  Y o u  c a n  u n d e r m i n e  th e  

d e p t h  a n d  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  w h a t  y o u  d o  s p i r i t u ­

a l l y  w h e n  y o u  a r e  n o t  c o n n e c t e d  t o  w h a t  y o u  

d o  o n  a  d e e p e r  l e v e l .  I t h i n k  i t ’s  i m p o r t a n t  to  

t h i n k  o u t s i d e  t h e  l i n e s  a n d  b e  a  s o r t  o f  h e r e t i c ,  

w h e t h e r  t h a t ’s  a  s p i r i t u a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  h e r e t i c .



T h e  m o r e  y o u  lo c k  y o u r s e l f  in to  a  l i n e ,  t h e  le s s  

p o l i t i c a l l y  s m a r t  w e  g e t .

Y o u 'v e  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  s e v e r a l  d o z e n  t im e s  f o r  

n o n v i o l e n t  c i v i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e .  D o  y o u  th i n k  

i t 's  n e c e s s a r y  a t  th i s  p o i n t  in  t im e  to  g e t  a r ­

r e s t e d ,  in  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  f a c i l i t a t e  s y s t e m i c  

c h a n g e ?

I t h i n k  i t ’s  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  in  t i m e  f o r  

p e o p l e  t o  t a k e  s o m e  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  r i s k s .  I 

t h i n k  i t ’s  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  in  

o r d e r  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  f r e e d o m s  to  

s o m e t i m e s  r i s k  l o s i n g  y o u r  f r e e d o m  f o r  a  

t i m e .  I d o n ’t  t h i n k  g e t t i n g  a r r e s t e d  is  t h e  p o i n t  

o f  d o i n g  a c t i o n s .  I t ’s  n o t  t h e  g o a l ,  t h o u g h  i t ’s 

s o m e t i m e s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e .  A n d  w h e n  i t  i s  a  

c o n s e q u e n c e ,  I t h i n k  i t ’s  v e r y  p o w e r f u l .  

T h e r e ’s  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  f e w  d a y s  in  j a i l  t o  h e l p  

y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i n n e r  w o r k i n g s  o f  t h e  s y s ­

t e m ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  o f  t h e  l a y e r s  t h a t  e x i s t  to  

m a k e  t h e  s y s t e m  lo o k  g o o d  a n d  h e l p f u l  a r e  

s t r i p p e d  a w a y .  A n d  t h e  t i m e s  I h a v e  b e e n  

a r r e s t e d ,  w h e n  I g e t  o u t  i t ’s  a l m o s t  h a r d e r  th a n  

b e i n g  in ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  a w a r e n e s s  d o e s n ’t  g o  

a w a y .  Y o u  c o m e  b a c k  to  s y s t e m s  t h a t  a r e  

s u p p o s e d  to  b e  b e n i g n ,  b u t  a r e  r e a l l y  o p p r e s ­

s iv e .

Y ou w r i t e  a b o u t  p o w e r  o v e r  ( d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  

c o n t r o l ) ,  p o w e r  f r o m  w i th in  ( c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  

a n d  a b i l i t y )  a n d  p o w e r  w i th  ( in f l u e n c e ) .  C a n  

y o u  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  in  t e r m s  o f  n o n v i o l e n t  c i v i l  

d i s o b e d i e n c e ?

W h e n  y o u ’r e  d o i n g  n o n v i o l e n t  c i v i l  d i s o b e d i ­

e n c e ,  y o u  n e e d  to  b e  in  t o u c h  w i t h  y o u r  p e r ­

s o n a l  p o w e r ,  t o  r e a l i z e  i t  m a y  n o t  l o o k  l i k e  i t  

b u t  I a c t u a l l y  h a v e  a  c h o i c e  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t io n .  

T h e y  w a n t  y o u  to  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a l l  t h e  

m o n e y  a n d  a l l  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  t h e r e ’s  n o t h i n g  

y o u  c a n  d o  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  y o u  c a n .Y o u  c a n  p u t  

y o u r  b o d ie s  in  t h e  w a y ,  y o u  c a n  g e t  i n  t h e  w a y  

o f  t h e i r  f u n c t io n s ,  y o u  c a n  m a k e  th e m  p a y  a t ­

t e n t i o n  to  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c o n c e r n s .  A n d  t h a t  

c o m e s  f r o m  p o w e r  f r o m  w i th i n  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  

c o l l e c t i v e  p o w e r  o f  w o r k i n g  to g e th e r .  W h e n  

y o u  e x p r e s s  y o u r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  a n g e r  in  a  c r e ­

a t i v e  w a y ,  t h e n  y o u  c a n  d o  a m a z i n g  t h i n g s ,  

a n d  s h i f t  t h a t  “ p o w e r - o v e r . ”  P o w e r - o v e r  d e ­

p e n d s  o n  c o n s e n t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  c o m p l i a n c e  o f  

o t h e r  p e o p l e .  Y o u  s e e  th i s  in  p r i s o n .  A  lo t  o f  

w h a t  k e e p s  t h a t  s y s t e m  w o r k i n g  is  f e a r ;  a  lo t  

o f  t h e  p e o p l e  in  j a i l  c o m p l y  b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r .  

A n d  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  m a k e  t h e  r u l e s  a r e  n o t  th e  

o n e s  a c t u a l l y  e n f o r c i n g  th e m .  I t ’s l e f t  t o  o t h ­

e r s ,  c o p s ,  p r i s o n  g u a r d s ,  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  a l s o  

e x p l o i t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y ’r e  g iv e n  th i s  s m a l l  l e v e l  

o f  p o w e r .  B u t  i t ’s  w i t h i n  a  s y s t e m  t h a t  d o e s n ’t  

r e a l l y  b e n e f i t  t h e m s e l v e s  o r  t h e i r  c l a s s .  W e  

n e e d  to  c h a l l e n g e  th i s  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e  o n  e v ­

e r y  s i n g l e  l e v e l .

T h e r e 's  a n  o n g o i n g  d e b a t e  a b o u t  t h e  b i g  a c ­

t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  r e c e n t ly ,  a n d  w h e th e r

p e o p l e  s h o u l d  k e e p  i n v e s t i n g  s o  m u c h  e n e r g y  

in  th e m  o r  f o c u s  o n  m o r e  l o c a l  a c t i o n s .

1 t h i n k  w e  n e e d  b o th .  1 t h i n k  w e  n e e d  to  t a k e  

s o m e  o f  o u r  e n e r g y  a n d  b r i n g  it b a c k  to  o u r  

h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o r g a n i z e  l o c a l ly .  B u t  

b i g  m a s s  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  c a r r i e s  a n  e n e r g y  w i th  

i t ,  a  p o w e r  t h a t  u n i t e s  p e o p l e  t h a t ’s  h a r d e r  to  

d o  lo c a l ly .  L a s t  y e a r  w a s  i n s a n e ,  w i th  S e a t t l e ,  

D C , th e  R N C ,  t h e  D N C ,  P r a g u e ,  o n e  a f t e r  a n ­

o th e r .  T h o u g h  i t ’s  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e  

d o i n g  t h e  s a m e  a c t io n s ,  th e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  w i th  

s o m e  k in d  o f  s e n s e  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  th e  

w h o l e  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s  

g o i n g  o n  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e .  P e o p l e  h a v e  to  f i n d  

s o m e  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r io r i t y ,  s o  y o u  c a n  

k e e p  y o u r  s a n i t y  a n d  n o t  b u m  o u t .  W h e n  I  g e t  

o v e r w h e l m e d  j u s t  b y  r e a d i n g  t h e  e - m a i l  a n ­

n o u n c e m e n t s  a b o u t  a c t i o n s  b e f o r e  I e v e n  g e t  

t o  t h e m ,  I k n o w  I n e e d  to  h a v e  a  s e n s e  o f  p r i ­

o r i t y  o f  w h a t  I w a n t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  w i th .

I n  D r e a m i n g  t h e  D a r k  y o u  w r o t e  t h a t  y o u  d e ­

f i n e d  v io l e n c e  a s  th e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  p o w e r - o v e r ,  

t h a t  a  m a n a g e r  w h o  im p o s e s  a  s p e e d - u p  o n  a  

t i n e  c a n  b e  i n f l i c t i n g  

v i o l e n c e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  

s m i l i n g  a n d  s o f t - s p o k e n ,  

a n d  t h a t  a  D i n e  w o m y n  

w h o  p o i n t s  a  r i f l e  a t  a  

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l  w h o  

is  t r y i n g  to  f o r c e  h e r  o f f  

h e r  l a n d  is  r e s i s t i n g  v io ­

l e n c e .  T h e r e  s  k in d  o f  a  

m o v e m e n t - w i d e  d e b a t e  

r i g h t  n o w  a b o u t  w h a t  

e x a c t l y  v io l e n c e  is  a n d  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t ’s  n e c ­

e s s a r y .

I t h i n k  i t ’s  a  c o m p l e x  

d e b a t e  a b o u t  v i o l e n c e  

v e r s u s  n o n v i o l e n c e .  I n  

s o m e  w a y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  v i o l e n c e  o n  t h e  p l a n e t  

i s  i m p o s e d  b y  s m i l in g  m e n  w h o  n e v e r  p i c k  u p  

g u n s ,  n e v e r  p u n c h  s o m e o n e  o r  k i c k  s o m e o n e ,  

b u t  th e y  p u n c h  b u t t o n s  a n d  h a v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  

t h a t  a f f e c t  p e o p l e  in  w a y s  t h e y  n e v e r  s e e  -  th a t  

l e a d  to  c h i l d r e n  d y i n g  a n d  p e o p l e  s t a r v i n g .  I 

t h i n k  th e  d e b a t e  a b o u t  v i o l e n c e  a n d  n o n v i o ­

le n c e  is  n o t  a l l  t h a t  i l l u m i n a t i n g  s i n c e  p e o p l e  

s e e m  to  t a k e  o n e  m o r a l  p o s i t i o n  a n d  a r g u e  it , 

w h e t h e r  t h e y ’r e  s a y in g ,  “ v i o l e n c e  is  b a d ,  d o n ’t 

d o  i t ”  o r  “ w e  n e e d  to  u s e  a n y  m e a n s  n e c e s ­

s a r y ,  a n d  i f  y o u  s a y  w e  s h o u l d n ’t  y o u ’r e  b e i n g  

d i v i s i v e . ”  I t h i n k  w e  n e e d  t o  l o o k  a t  n o n v i o ­

le n c e  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  w a y .  I t ’s  n o t  a b o u t  m a k i n g  

y o u r s e l f  lo o k  b e t te r ;  i t ’s  a b o u t  m o b i l i z in g  th e s e  

g r e a t  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  c o m i n g  f r o m  o u r  

im a g in a t io n  a n d  c r e a t iv i ty .  W e  d e a l  w i th  a  g r e a t  

a m o u n t  o f  r a g e ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  

a b o u t  it . I h a v e  to  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  s o  I 

w o n ’t  r u n  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e  s c r e a m i n g  a n d  

b r e a k i n g  t h i n g s .  I t ’s  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  u n ­

j u s t  w o r ld  w e  l i v e  in , a n d  I c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y

s o m e o n e  w h o  f e e l s  t h a t  r a g e  w o u l d  w a n t  to  

s m a s h  M c D o n a ld s  o r  e v e n  f ig h t  t h e  p o l i c e .  B u t  

I a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  a s  s o o n  a s  y o u  p i c k  u p  t h a t  

r o c k  y o u  b u y  in t o  w h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  is  t e l l i n g  u s  

-  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  is  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  m e a n s  o f  p o w e r ,  

a n d  b e l i e v i n g  th i s  c l o s e s  y o u  o f f  f r o m  y o u r  

i m a g i n a t i o n .  W e  w a n t  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  

M c D o n a l d s  w a l k i n g  o u t  a n d  j o i n i n g  u s ,  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  s t a k e  w e  d o .  T h e  

w o r k e r s  a r c  p o o r  a n d  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  a n d  d o n ’t  

h a v e  a  lo t  o f  o p t i o n s .  I n s t e a d  o f  s m a s h i n g  

M c D o n a l d s ,  h o w  d o  w e  c l o s e  d o w n  

M c D o n a l d s  -  r e a l l y  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  s y s t e m  s o  

t h a t  i t  d o e s n ’t  e v e n  e x i s t  a n y m o r e ?  A n d  f o r  

t h a t  w e  n e e d  a  m a s s  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  is  b i g g e r  

a n d  b r o a d e r  th a n  a n y t h i n g  w e  h a v e  n o w . W e  

n e e d  to  l o o k  m o r e  w i d e l y  a t  w h a t  o u r  a c t i o n s  

a r e  a n d  s p e a k  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  t o  p e o p l e  w h o  

d o n ’t  a l r e a d y  th i n k  l i k e  u s .  I f  y o u  p u t  o n  a  

m a s k  a t  a n  a c t i o n  a n d  h i d e  y o u r  f a c e ,  h o w  c a n  

y o u  c o m m u n ic a t e ?  H o w  c a n  p e o p l e  k n o w  w h o  

y o u  a r e  a n d  t r u s t  y o u ?  I ’m  n o t  s a y i n g  y o u  

s h o u l d  n e v e r  c o v e r  y o u r  f a c e ,  b u t  y o u  n e e d  to  

k n o w  c l e a r l y  w h a t  y o u r  g o a l  is .  In  s o m e  c i r ­

c u m s t a n c e s ,  m a y b e  y o u r  g r e a t e r  g o a l  i s  s h u t ­

t i n g  d o w n  a  m e e t ­

in g  b u t  o t h e r  t i m e s  

i t  m a y  b e  b u i l d i n g  

a  b r o a d - b a s e d  

c o m m u n i t y  a c t io n .  

A n d  w e  n e e d  to  

t h i n k  a b o u t  w h o  

w e  w a n t  t o  b e  j o i n ­

in g  u s  in  f a c i n g  p o ­

l i c e  l i n e s  o r  c h a n g ­

i n g  t h e  s y s t e m .  

W h a t  k i n d  o f  c o m ­

m u n i c a t i o n  a r e  w e

h a v i n g  w i th  t h e m ?

I s a w  t h e  a n t i - w a r  m o v e m e n t  in  t h e  ’6 0 s ,  

t h a t  w a s  b i g g e r  a n d  b r o a d e r  a n d  d e e p e r  t h a n  

t h e  o n e  w e  h a v e  n o w ,  t h a t  s h u t  d o w n  e v e r y  

c a m p u s  in  t h e  U .S .  A n d  I  a l s o  s a w  i t  e v a p o ­

r a t e ,  o u t  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  i t  d i d n ’t s e e m  

l i k e  w e  w e r e  h a v i n g  a n  i m p a c t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

W h e n  w e  l o o k  b a c k  a t  i t ,  i t ’s  o b v i o u s  w e  w e r e  

h a v i n g  a n  im p a c t .  B u t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i t  d i d n ’t  s e e m  

l i k e  i t ,  s o  p e o p l e  g o t  m o r e  m i l i t a n t  b e c a u s e  o f



t h a t  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  b a s e  t o  s u p ­

p o r t  t h a t .  S o  w e  s p e n t  a  lo t  o f  e n e r g y  y e l l i n g  

a n d  a r g u i n g  a b o u t  w h ic h  g r o u p  w a s  p o l i t i c a l l y  

c o r r e c t  o r  p u r e .  A n d  g r o u p s  g o t  m o r e  m i l i t a n t  

a n d  m o r e  i s o l a t e d  a n d  s m a l l e r  a n d  le s s  e f f e c ­

t i v e ,  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  a  l o t  o f  t h e m  s e l f - d e ­

s t r u c t e d .

T h e r e  s  a  l o t  o f  t h a t  g o i n g  o n  n o w ;  t h e r e  s  a  lo t  

o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  h e a v i ly  in v o l v e d  in  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i s m  b u t  s t i c k  m o s t l y  t o  t h e i r  o w n  g r o u p s  

a n d  d o n ’t  r e a l l y  i n t e r a c t  w i th  t h e  p e o p l e  th e y  

b e l i e v e  t h e y  'r e  h e l p in g .

I t ’s  e a s y  to  h a n g  o u t  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  t h i n k  

th e  w a y  y o u  d o .  T h e y ’r e  s u p p o r t i v e ,  a n d  y o u  

n e e d  to  d o  t h a t  i f  y o u r  th i n k i n g  is  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  

m o s t  p e o p l e ’s . B u t  i t ’s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l ­

iz e  t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a r e  p e o p l e  to o ,  a n d  y o u  

n e e d  to  b e  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i th  t h e m ;  y o u  

c a n  le a r n  a  t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  f r o m  t h a t  c o m ­

m u n i c a t io n .

Y ou s p e a k  o f  n o n v i o l e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n s  a s  

a n  e n e r g y  w o r k i n g ,  o f  m a g i c  t h r o u g h  c o n ­

n e c t i o n .  C a n  y o u  e x p l a i n  t h a t ?

N o n v i o l e n c e  is  v e r y  m u c h  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  th e  

e n e r g y  o f  a c t u a t i o n ;  v i o l e n c e  i s  a n  e n e r g e t i c  

p a t t e r n  t h a t  p e o p l e  ( b a n k s t e r s ,  p o l i c e ,  e t c . )  a r e  

f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  C o n t r o l  a n d  p o w e r - o v e r  a r e  

w h a t  th e y  k n o w .  N o n v i o l e n c e  is  i n t e r r u p t i n g  

th a t  p o w e r ,  d o i n g  s o m e t h in g  u n e x p e c t e d .  Y a m  

[ a  t a c t i c  u s e d  in  D C ]  w a s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  in  

k e e p i n g  th e  p o l i c e  a w a y ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  n o t  in  

t h e i r  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  o r  r e a l i t y .  B a r r i c a d e s  

th e y  k n o w  h o w  to  d e a l  w i th .  T h e r e  is  a n  a t t i ­

t u d e  in  j a i l  t h a t  c a n  g e t  y o u  b e a t  u p  o r  s in g l e d  

o u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y ’ ll t h i n k  y o u ’r e  a n  i n s t i g a to r ,  

t h a t  y o u ’r e  g o i n g  to  g e t  e v e r y b o d y  a l l  r i l e d  u p  

a n d  s t a r t  a  r io t .  T o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  o r g a n i z e  

in  j a i l ,  d o n ’t p u t  o u t  t h a t  e n e rg y .  Y o u  h a v e  to  

n o t  b e  s o  o b v i o u s ,  t o  b e  m o r e  l o w  k e y ,  h a v e  a  

d i f f e r e n t  t o n e  a n d  b o d y  l a n g u a g e  a n d  th e n  y o u  

c a n  b e  in  t h e r e  a n d  b e  a n  i n s t i g a t o r  a n d  o r g a ­

n i z e  a n d  g i v e  p e o p l e  l e g a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  g e t  

c o n s e n s u s  a n d  t h e y ’ll n e v e r  n o t i c e .  I t h i n k  th i s  

is  a n  a s p e c t  o f  m a g i c ,  o f  c h a n g i n g  c o n s c i o u s ­

n e s s  a t  w i l l .

C a n  y o u  d e s c r i b e  h o w  y o u  v i e w e d  t h e  

p r o t e s t s  i n  S e a t t l e  a s  s i m i l a r  t o  a n  i n i ­

t i a t i o n ?

I t  s t r u c k  m e  a s  s o m e  o f  th e  s a m e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

h a p p e n . . . i n  in i t i a t io n ,  y o u ’r e  s t r i p p e d  b a r e ,  a n d  

i t ’s  t h e  s a m e  g o i n g  in t o  a c t i o n s .  I t a k e  o f f  th e  

n e c k l a c e  I a l w a y s  w e a r  a n d  l e a v e  it  b e h i n d  

b e c a u s e  i f  I ’m  a r r e s t e d  I d o n ’t  w a n t  a n y t h i n g  

to  h a p p e n  to  i t .  I t ’s  s i m i l a r  t o  I n a n n a ’s s to r y  

w h e r e  t h e r e ’s  s e v e n  g a t e s  t o  t h e  u n d e r w o r l d  

a n d  in  e a c h  g a t e  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  i s  t a k e n  o f f .  

T h a t ’s  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  u s  i n  S e a t t l e .  I n  o n e  

a r e a ,  th e y  t o o k  o u r  p a c k s  a n d  t h a t  w a s  o n e  

l a y e r ,  h a v i n g  a l l  o f  o u r  s t u f f  t a k e n  a w a y ,  a n d  

t h e n  w e ’r e  p u t  i n  a  h o l d i n g  c e l l ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  

r e m o v e  o u r  s h o e l a c e s ,  a n d  t h e n  o u r  c l o th e s  

a n d  w e ’r e  p u t  i n t o  t h e  s a m e  u n i f o r m  j a i l  

c l o th e s .  I t  r e a l l y  s e e m s  l i k e  a n  i n i t i a t o r y  p r o ­

c e s s .
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i s  P .O . B o x  1 4 4 0 4 ,  S F  C A  9 4 1 1 4 .  P h o t o s  o n  

f a c i n g  p a g e  b y  E l i z a b e t h  G o r e l ik .

E s s e n t i a l  P o l i t i c s

H o w a r d  Z i n n  " H e r o e s  a n d  

M a r t y r s "

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  C L A M O R ,  w e  

i n c l u d e d  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  f a m e d  

r a d i c a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  H o w a r d  Z i n n .  I n  t h e  

f i l m  G O O D  W I L L  H U N T I N G ,  t h e  

s i m p l e  m e n t i o n  th a t  s o m e o n e  s h o u ld  

l e a r n  w h a t  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d  in  U S  

H i s to r y  b y  r e a d i n g  H o w a r d  Z i n n 's  " A  

P e o p l e 's  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s "  

b o o s t e d  s a l e s  o f  t h e  b o o k  b y  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s .  C h a n c e s  a r e ,  y o u  

k n o w  w h o  H o w a r d  Z i n n  is .  Y e a h ,  h e 's  p r o b a b l y  th e  c o o l e s t  r a d i c a l  

p r o f e s s o r  a r o u n d  t o d a y .  A r m e d  w i t h  a  w i t  t h a t  s t r i k e s  s h a r p  a n d  a  

p o l i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s e s  r a c i a l - ,  c l a s s - ,  a n d  s e x - b a s e d  

i s s u e s ,  Z i n n  c a n  w e a v e  a  h i s t o r i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  m a n a g e s  t o  t u r n  th e  

l e c tu r e  in t o  a n  a c t i v e  m o m e n t  o f  e n g a g i n g  s t o r y t e l l i n g .  T h i s  d o u b le -  

C D  r e l e a s e  t e l l s  r e l e v a n t  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  E m m a  G o l d m a n  a n d  t h e  

p e r s e c u t io n  o f  h e r  c h a r a c te r ,  l i f e s ty l e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e  th a t  s p e a k s  

v o l u m e s  to  u s  to d a y .  T h e  s a m e  is  t r u e  f o r  t h e  r e t e l l i n g  o f  th e  e v e n ts  

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  I t a l i a n  i m m i g r a n t  a n a r c h i s t s  S a c c o  a n d  

V a n z e t t i .  H o w a r d  Z i n n  b e l i e v e s  f i r m l y  in  d i g g i n g  a r o u n d  in  h i s to r y  

n o t  s o  w e  c a n  b e c o m e  l o s t  in  w h a t  u s e d  to  b e ,  b u t  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  le a r n  

v a l u a b l e  l e s s o n s ,  a p p l y  th e m  to  th e  p r e s e n t  a n d  e n v i s i o n  a  w o r l d  th e  

w a y  it c o u l d  a n d  s h o u l d  b e .  T h e s e  tw o  C D 's  w i l l  i n s p i r e  a n d  e n r a g e  

y o u .  B o th  o f  w h i c h  a r e  v i t a l  s i g n s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  a l i v e  a n d  c o n s c i o u s  o f  

w h a t  is  g o i n g  o n  a r o u n d  y o u .

- j a s o n  k u c s m a

D o u b l e  C D  $  15 f r o m  A l t e r n a t i v e  T e n ta c l e s  R e c o r d s ,  P O  B o x  4 1 9 0 9 2 ,  

S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C A  9 4 1 4 1 - 9 0 9 2 ,  w w w .a l t e r n a t i v e t e n t a c l e s . c o m

J u l i a  B u t t e r f l y  H il l

J u l i a  B u t t e r f l y  H i l l  s p e n t  t w o  

y e a r s  l i v i n g  i n  a  t r e e  i n  t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  R e d w o o d s .  H e r  

n a m e  s t i r s  c o n t e m p t  b y  s o m e  

( l o g g e r s ,  s o m e  a c t i v i s t s )  a n d  

e n d e a r i n g  l o v e  b y  o t h e r s  

( l o g g e r s  [ s e e  t h e  v id e o ] ,  s o m e  

a c t i v i s t s ) .  O n  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  s h e  

s p o k e  a t  B a t e s  C o l l e g e  in  

M a i n e  a b o u t  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  

l i v i n g  in  L u n a  ( t h e  t r e e  s h e  s a t  

in )  a n d  c a p t iv a t e d  th e  a u d i e n c e  

w i th  w e l l  o v e r  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  

h a l f  o f  s e a m le s s  n a r r a t i v e s .  F o r  w h a t e v e r  y o u r  p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e  

is  o n  J u l i a  a n d  h e r  a c t i o n ,  s h e  is  a n  a m a z i n g  s t o r y t e l l e r  a n d  

m a n a g e s  t o  m e s m e r i z e  w i th  t a l e s  o f  h o w  s h e  g o t  i n v o l v e d ,  

w h a t  s h e  d id  in  th e  m i d d l e  o f  th e  t r e e  s i t  a n d  h o w  s h e  f e e l s  

n o w  t h a t  it is  o v e r  a n d  s h e  h a s  m o v e d  o n  to  o t h e r  th i n g s .  

T h i s  t a p e  w o u l d  b e  a  g r e a t  f u n d - r a i s i n g  to o l  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i s t s .  S h e  is  a s  i n s p i r i n g  a s  s h e  

i s  e n t e r t a i n i n g .

- j a s o n  k u c s m a

S 11 f o r  a u d i o t a p e  ( s p e e c h  o n ly )  a n d  $ 2 0  f o r  v id e o ta p e  ( s p e e c h  

p lu s  0  & A )  to  R a d i o  F r e e  M a i n e  /  P O  B o x  2 7 0 5  /  A u g u s t a ,  

M E  0 4 3 3 8



D E S C H O O L I N G  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  B Y  S U N F R O G

W h y  d o  r a d i c a l  t h i n k e r s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  t o  w o r k  

in  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ?  A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  f l o a t i n g  b e t w e e n  v o l u n ­

t a r y  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  f r e e - l a n c e  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m u n d a n e  

M c J o b s ,  I f o u n d  m y s e l f  in  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l ,  e m b a r k i n g  o n  a  p a t h  

t o w a r d s  a  c a r e e r  a s  a  t e a c h e r .  N o w ,  I w o r k  p a r t  t i m e  t e a c h i n g  w r i t ­

in g ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  f e m i n i s m .  A s  a  r a d i c a l  e d u c a t o r ,  I k n o w  I 'm  in  

g o o d  c o m p a n y .  P a u l o  F r e i r e ,  I r a  S h o r ,  B e l l  H o o k s ,  P a u l  G o o d m a n ,  

I v a n  I l l i c i t ,  A .S .  N e i l l ,  a n d  L e o  T o l s t o y  c o m p r i s e  a  p a r t i a l  l i s t  o f  

s o m e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e  p e d a g o g i c a l  “ m e n t o r s ”  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

t h i n k e r s  w h o  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  i s s u e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  w o r k  

o f  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  M a n y  p e o p l e  c o r r e c t l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  

f u n d a m e n t a l l y  d y s f u n c t i o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  o u r  a l i e n a t e d  s o c i e t y  h a s  

i t s  r o o t s  in  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i ly ,  a n d  

t h u s ,  t h e y  a r g u e  t h a t  l o n g  l a s t i n g  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  m u s t  b e g i n  b y  

t r a n s f o r m i n g  ( o r  a b o l i s h i n g )  t h o s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s i t e s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  

to  f o r g e  s p a c e s  f o r  e m a n c i p a t i o n .

A s  a n  a n a r c h i s t ,  m y  r o l e  a s  c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r  a t  a  p u b l i c  u n i ­

v e r s i t y  s e e m s  s t e e p e d  in  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  A s  a n  a n a r c h i s t ,  I d o  n o t  

b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  b u t  t h e  S t a t e  h e l p s  p a y  m y  

b i l l s .  A s  a n  a n a r c h i s t ,  I  r e j e c t  a r b i t r a r y  a u t h o r i t y  in  a l l  i t s  g u i s e s  

b u t  h a v e  b e e n  h i r e d  t o  e n a c t  a n d  r e i n f o r c e  a  r i g i d l y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  m o d e l .  T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  m y t h i ­

c a l  m c n t o r - a n d - a p p r e n t i c e  o r  ( s a d l y  m o r e  t r u e )  t y r a n t - a n d - s l a v e  

d y n a m i c  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s .

A s  a n  a n t i - a u t h o r i t a r i a n  a c t i v i s t ,  o n e  o f  m y  f i r s t  t a s k s  i s  to  

c i t h e r  c o n f r o n t  o r  m a k e  p e a c e  w i th  t h e s e  e t h i c a l  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s .  

A s  f o r  t h e  f o r m e r ,  I  s t i l l  s e e  t h e  S t a t e  a s  m y  e n e m y .  A s  a  t e m p o ­

r a r y ,  p a r t - t i m e ,  u n d e r p a i d ,  a n d  u n i n s u r e d  a d j u n c t  f a c u l ty ,  I f e e l  n o  

f a l s e  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  m y  b o s s ,  t h e  S t a t e .  O n l y  t h r o u g h  a n  a d j u n c t  

u n i o n  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  c o u l d  a  t e n t a t i v e  p e a c e  b e  g a i n e d  

w i t h  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  e m p l o y s  a n d  t a k e s  a d v a n t a g e  o f  m y  t i m e  a n d  

in t e l l i g e n c e .  C u r r e n t l y ,  n o  s u c h  u n i o n  e x i s t s  in  m y  “ r i g h t - t o - w o r k ”  

s t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e — r e c e n t l y  r a n k e d  a s  4 5 t h  in  t h e  n a t i o n  f o r  h ig h e r  

e d u c a t i o n — a n d  I c o u l d  m a k e  m o r e  m o n e y  a n d  h a v e  s u p e r i o r  b e n ­

e f i t s  a s  a  l o w - l e v e l  m a n a g e r  a t  W a l - M a r t .

A t  s c h o o l ,  m y  t r u e  l o y a l t y  i s  t o  m y  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  h e r e ,  I m a k e  

p e a c e  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d  a m b i v a l e n c e  b y  s u b v e r t i n g  a n d  a b o l i s h i n g  

m y  o w n  a u t h o r i t y  i n  th e  c l a s s r o o m  to  th e  

g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h i s  g e s t u r e ,

I s e e  t h e  c o l l e g e  c l a s s  a s  a  d e m o c r a t i c  

l e a r n i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  a n d  m y s e l f  a s  m e r e  

f a c i l i t a t o r .  W i th  t h e  l e s s o n s  I ’v e  l e a r n e d  

a b o u t  d i r e c t  d e m o c r a c y ,  s h a r e d  p o w e r ,  

a n d  c o o p e r a t i v e  w o r k  f r o m  r a d i c a l  a c ­

t i v i s m  a n d  c o m m u n a l  l i v i n g ,  I t r y  t o  i n ­

c o r p o r a t e  a n d  a p p l y  t h e s e  i d e a l s  a n d  

p r a c t i c e s  in  t e a c h i n g .  S o  f a r ,  t h i s  h a s  

b e e n  t h e  m o s t  r e w a r d i n g  a n d  e m p o w e r ­

i n g  a s p e c t  o f  m y  j o b — f o r  m e  a n d  f o r  

m y  s t u d e n t s .  A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  a  f r e s h ­

m a n  c o m p o s i t i o n  c l a s s ,  o n e  o f  m y  s t u ­

d e n t s  r e f l e c t e d ,  “ F r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n ­

n i n g ,  w e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  

h e l d  n o  g r e a t e r  p o w e r  t h a n  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  I t  w a s n ’t  a  c l a s s  w h e r e  

t h e  t e a c h e r  t o l d  u s  w h a t  w e  “ s h o u l d "  h a v e  l e a r n e d .  W e  w e r e  a b l e  

t o  w o r k  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  v e r y  e f f i c i e n t l y  in  a  r e l a x e d  e n v i r o n m e n t  

a n d  t u r n e d  a  c l a s s  t h a t  c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y  b e  b o r i n g ,  m o n o t o n o u s ,  

l i f e l e s s ,  a n d  m u n d a n e  in t o  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l

c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  t o p i c s ,  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  d e b a t e s . ”  I n  th e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  l e a r n ­

i n g ,  t h e  r e a l  d e s c h o o l i n g  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t r a n s p i r e s .  D e s c h o o l i n g  

n e g a t e s  a n d  s u b v e r t s  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  e d i f i c e  o f  a c a d e m i c  c o n f o r m i t y  

w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  u n l e a s h i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o m m u n a l  

p o w e r  o f  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  in q u i r y ,  a n d  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g .

I n  a n  i d e a l  w o r l d ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l i b e r a t i o n  w o u l d  v i r t u a l l y  b e  

s y n o n y m s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w h e n  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s c h o o l i n g  c o n f i n e s  

t h e  a d v e n t u r e  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

t h r e a t e n s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g r o w t h  a n d  c r e a t i v e  f r e e ­

d o m .  T h u s ,  s c h o o l i n g  i t s e l f  b e c o m e s  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  o p p r e s s i o n .  

A s  a  c o n c e p t  a n d  a  m o v e m e n t ,  d e s c h o o l i n g  e m e r g e s  t o  r e c l a i m  

a n d  r e d e f i n e  e d u c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  o f  a n  a n t i d e m o c r a t i c ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

c o n t e x t .

In  h is  e n g a g i n g  a n d  e n e r g i z i n g  b o o k  D e s c h o o l i n g  S o c ie ty ,  I v a n  

I l l i c h  m a k e s  t r a n s p a r e n t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  a s  l i m i t i n g  

p l a c e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  a s  l i b e r a t o r y  p r o c e s s  ( I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  1 9 7 0  t r e a ­

t i s e  m a y  m a r k  t h e  f i r s t  u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m  d e s c h o o l i n g ,  t h u s  c o m ­

m e n c i n g  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  u s e  o f  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  i d e a  a n d  i t s  s u b s e ­

q u e n t  m o v e m e n t ) .  O f  n u m e r o u s  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s ,  a  f e w  s t a n d  o u t  

a s  t h e  m o s t  l u c i d  o f  I l l i c h ’s a t t a c k s  o n  s c h o o l i n g  a n d  h i s  l i v e l y  

p r o p o s a l s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a l t e r n a t i v e s .

I l l i c h ’s  “ p h e n o m e n o l o g y  o f  s c h o o l ”  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  

p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a r e  t o  ( 1 )  s e g r e g a t e  c h i l ­

d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  ( 2 )  p r o v i d e  

j o b s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  ( 3 )  d o m e s t i c a t e  t h e  a u ­

to n o m y ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  a n d  v i s i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s .

E v e n  t h e  m o s t  i n s p i r e d  a n d  o p e n - m i n d e d  e d u c a t o r s  o f t e n  f i n d  

t h e m s e l v e s  c o r n e r e d  b y  t h e i r  o w n  a u t h o r i t y .  I n s t e a d  o f  e n c o u r a g ­

in g  f r e e  l e a r n i n g ,  t e a c h e r s  m u s t  e n f o r c e  f a c i l e  o b e d i e n c e .  I n s t e a d  

o f  a c t i n g  a s  i n v e n t o r ,  m e d i a t o r ,  o r  t h i n k e r ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  m u s t  s u c ­

c u m b  to  t h e  r i t u a l i z e d  r o l e s  o f  c o p ,  p r e a c h e r ,  a n d  t h e r a p i s t .

F o r  I l l i c h ,  r e f o r m i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  e d i f i c e  c a n  h a r d l y  c o m p a r e  

w i t h  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d e s c h o o l i n g .  R a t h e r  t h a n  t e a r ­

in g  d o w n  o l d  s c h o o l s  o n l y  t o  b u i l d  n e w  o n e s ,  I l l i c h  r e j e c t s  t h e  

n o t i o n  t h a t  r a d i c a l  r e f o r m  is  e v e n  p o s s i b l e .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  c o n s t r u c t s  

a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  v i s i o n  f o r  “ a  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  n o w  e x i s t ”  

e v e n  a s  h e  i m p l i e s  t h a t  a  r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y  s u b v e r s i o n  o f  c o m m o d i f i e d  l e a r n ­

in g  m i g h t  in  i t s e l f  l e a d  to  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  a  n e w  s o c i e t y  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  e c o ­

n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p r i o r i t i e s .  H i s  v i ­

s io n  o f  “ l e a r n i n g  w e b s ”  a v o i d s  b u r e a u ­

c r a c y  a n d  b u i l d s  n e t w o r k s  f o r  r e a l  

l e a r n i n g .  W i th  a n  i m m e d i a t e ,  n o n p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l ,  a n d  h o r i z o n t a l  e m p h a s i s ,  

p e o p l e  w h o  w a n t  t o  l e a r n  c o u l d  h a v e  

m e a n s  t o  f i n d  o t h e r s  w i t h  w h o m  to  

s h a r e  s k i l l s ,  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

t o o l s ,  c o - c r e a t e  e n g a g e d  in q u i r y ,  a n d  

p u r s u e  s p e c i f i c  v o c a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .

In  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  I l l i c h  p e n n e d  h i s  

v i s i o n a r y  c r i t i q u e  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  a g o ,  

t h e  w i d e s t  e m b r a c e  o f  d e s c h o o l i n g  i d e a l s  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  p a r e n t s  

a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  p r o v i d i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  f r o m  k i n ­

d e r g a r t e n  t h r o u g h  h i g h  s c h o o l .  A s  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  b e c o m e s  i n ­

c r e a s i n g l y  s t a n d a r d i z e d  a n d  m i l i t a r i z e d ,  m a n y  t e e n a g e r s  t a k e  b a c k  

t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  le a r n  o n  t h e i r  o w n .  In  f a c t ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o s t  r a d i c a l



a n d  f a s c i n a t i n g  p r o j e c t s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  o c c u r  i n  t h e  u n r e g i m e n t e d  

l i v e s  o f  d e s c h o o l e d  t e e n a g e r s ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  i n s p i r e d  b y  d y ­

n a m i c  t e x t s  l i k e  t h e  T e e n a g e  L i b e r a t i o n  H a n d b o o k  a n d  t h e  a n t h o l ­

o g y  D e s c h o o l i n g  O u r  L iv e s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  g e t  s w a l l o w e d  b y  th e  

m o u t h  o f  a  m e ta l  d e t e c t o r ,  c a g e d  b y  t h e  c l a w s  o f  a n  e n c l o s e d  c u r ­

r i c u l u m ,  c h e w e d  u p  b y  a  g e n e r i c  d r e s s  c o d e ,  a n d  d i g e s t e d  b y  th e  

p o l i c e  s t a t e  o f  a n t i - d r u g  h y s t e r i a ,  d e s c h o o l e d  t e e n s  c r e a t e  a  c o n ­

t e x t  f o r  l e a r n i n g  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  o w n  d e s i r e s .

F o r  a d u l t s ,  t h e  b e s t  e x a m p l e s  o f  d e s c h o o l i n g  o c c u r  o u t s i d e  

a n y  f o r m a l  f r a m e w o r k  a n d  r e s e m b l e  t h e  “ l e a r n i n g  w e b s ”  s u g g e s t e d  

b y  I l l i c i t .  R e a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r m i n g  s t u d y  g r o u p s ,  d e b a t e  s o c i e t ­

i e s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  s a l o n s  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  d e s c h o o l i n g ;  a l s o ,  v i r ­

t u a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  l i k e  c h a t r o o m s  a n d  l i s t s e r v s  c a n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

b e c o m e  f o r u m s  f o r  d e s c h o o l i n g .  T h i s  c o n c e p t  o n l y  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  

a c a d e m y  f r o n t  t h e  m a r g in s .  T o d a y ,  o n l i n e  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  

p r o g r a m s  i n c o r p o r a t e  s o m e  d e s c h o o l i n g  i d e a l s  in  a  d e p o l i t i c i z e d  

f a s h i o n ,  b u t  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e m p i r e  r e m a i n s  

a s  m i l i t a r i z e d ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d ,  a n d  m e c h a n i z e d  a s  e v e r .

L a t e l y ,  w e ’v e  s e e n  a  lo t  o f  h o l i e r - t h a n - t h o u  h u b b u b  a b o u t  

s c h o o l  a n d  i t s  p r o b l e m s  f r o m  p u n d i t s  o n  t h e  l e f t  a n d  t h e  r i g h t .  T h e  

c o m m o n  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  c o l l e g e  s u g g e s t  a  

b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d  s e c u l a r  s u b v e r s i o n  a n d  a  t r a i n i n g  c a m p  f o r  l e f t -  

w i n g  a c t i v i s m .  In  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  f o r  a  m o r e  

m u l t i c u l t u r a l ,  f e m i n i s t ,  a n d  “ p o l i t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t ”  c u r r i c u l u m  h a v e  

i n s p i r e d  t h e  r a c i s t  a n d  h e t e r o s e x i s t  d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h e  “ W e s t e r n  i n ­

t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n ”  t o  s l i n g  i n s u l t s ,  i n v o k e  f e a r ,  a n d  p r e d i c t  th e  

e n d  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f .  W h i l e  th e  r e q u i r e d  r e a d i n g  l i s t s  f o r  f i r s t -  

y e a r  h u m a n i t i e s ’ c l a s s e s  m a y  h a v e  c h a n g e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  t h e  p r i ­

m a r y  p u r p o s e ,  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  h a s  n o t .  In

f a c t ,  s o - c a l l e d  t e n u r e d  r a d i c a l s  h a v e  b e e n  b o u g h t  a n d  f u l l y  a s s i m i ­

l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  v e r y  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  o n c e  h o p e d  t o  r e v o l u ­

t i o n i z e .  In  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t i g h t  a n d  t o u g h  m a r k e t a e e s p e c i a l l y  in  

E n g l i s h ,  h i s to r y ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  s o c i o l o g y ,  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  c u l t u r a l  s t u d ­

i e s ,  e t c .< e m a n y  p r o f e s s o r s  c l i n g  q u i t e  d e a r l y  t o  t h e i r  m i d d l e - i n c o m e  

s a l a r i e s  a n d  t h e  s t a t u s  t h a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  p r o v i d e .  T h u s ,  t h e  b o o k s  

t h a t  a  t e a c h e r  a s k s  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e a d  m a y  o s t e n s i b l y  b e  r a d i c a l ,  

b u t  h i s  c l a s s r o o m  s t r u c t u r e  p r o b a b l y  i s  n o t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t ’s  e n ­

t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  m i x  r a d i c a l  c o n t e n t  w i t h  a  r e a c t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s .  

D e s c h o o l i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  th e  p o l i ­

t i c s  o f  h o w  w e  t e a c h  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  w h a t  w e  t e a c h .

S o m e  p r i m a r y  f e a t u r e s  o f  a  d e s c h o o l e d  c o l l e g e  c l a s s r o o m  m i g h t  

i n c l u d e :  s h a r e d  p o w e r  in  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  d i a l o g u e  t h a t  

l e t s  t h e  t e a c h e r  l i s t e n  i n s t e a d  o f  l e a d ;  a  m u t u a l  l e a r n i n g  c o n t r a c t  o f  

s h a r e d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  e n t e r e d  in t o  b e t w e e n  t e a c h e r  a n d  s t u d e n t  a t  th e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s e m e s t e r ;  a  f l e x i b l e  a n d  n e g o t i a b l e  g r a d i n g  s y s ­

t e m  o r  n o  g r a d i n g  s y s t e m  a t  a l l ;  t h e  c o - c r e a t i o n  o f  a s s i g n m e n t s  t h a t  

d r a w  a s  m u c h  f r o m  a  s t u d e n t ’s  d e s i r e s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  f r o m  a  

t e a c h e r ’s  e x p e r t i s e ;  t h e  e n d  o f  b o r i n g  c h a l k - a n d - t a l k  m o n o t o n e  l e c ­

t u r e s ;  d i r e c t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p r e c o n c e p t i o n s  a n d  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  

r a c e ,  c l a s s ,  g e n d e r ,  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  p o l i t i c s  w i t h  a  

l i b e r t a r i a n  r e s p e c t  f o r  a l l  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a n  e y e  f o r  h o w  t h e s e  i s s u e s  

i n f l u e n c e  a  c l a s s r o o m  d y n a m i c ;  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s t u d e n t  f r o m  p a s s i v e  c o n s u m e r  i n t o  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t .

U n t i l  w e  a b o l i s h  s c h o o l  a s  w e  k n o w  i t  a n d  r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  r e a l  

l e a r n i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s  in  a l l  c o n t e x t s ,  s o m e  r a d i c a l s  w i l l  

a t t e n d  c o l l e g e  o r  w o r k  in  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  A r m e d  w i t h  i d e a s  

a n d  d i s a r m i n g  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  w e  m i g h t  s u b t l y  s u b v e r t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y -  

a s - i n f o r m a t i o n - f a c t o r y  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  d e s c h o o l i n g .  *
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S a t a n  i s  i n  t h e  n e w s  a g a i n .  H e  b u r s t  o u t  o f  

t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n  a n d  i n t o  W e s t  M e m p h i s ,  A r k a n ­

s a s  w i t h  a n  e n t o u r a g e  o f  w i t c h e s ,  a  b i z a r r e  

r i t u a l  t h a t  l e f t  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  d e a d ,  a n d  

l o t s  o f  l o u d  r o c k  a n d  r o l l .  

T h e  s m a l l  t o w n  r e s p o n d e d  

w i t h  a l l  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  h y s t e ­

r i a .  A  w i t c h  h u n t  e n s u e d .

T h r e e  m o r e  v i c t i m s  w e r e  

f o u n d ,  t r i e d  in  a  c o u r t  o f  la w ,  f o u n d  

t o  b e  w i t c h e s ,  a n d  s e n t e n c e d  t o  l i f e  

i m p r i s o n m e n t .  O n e  o f  t h e  w i t c h e s  

w a s  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h .  T h e n ,  s o m e ­

t h i n g  s t r a n g e  h a p p e n e d .  V o i c e s  o f  

r e a s o n  s t a r t e d  t o  c a l l  o u t  f r o m  t h e  

w o o d s .  O n e  v o i c e  m a d e  a  d o c u m e n ­

ta r y .  O n e  s t a r t e d  a  w e b  p a g e .  O n e  r e ­

l e a s e d  a  c o m p i l a t i o n  C D  t h a t  i n ­

c l u d e d  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  T o m  W a i t s  a n d  

J o h n  D o e .  T h a t  t h i r d  v o i c e  w a s  E d d i e  

S p a g h e t t i ,  t h e  l e a d  s i n g e r  o f  t h e  

S u p e r s u c k e r s .  I m a n a g e d  t o  s p e a k  

w i t h  h i m  r e c e n t l y .  I a s k e d  h i m  w h o  

t h i s  S a t a n  w a s  a n d  w h a t  h e  h a d  to  

d o  w i t h  r o c k  a n d  r o l l .

“ S a t a n  is  a  c a r t o o n  c h a r a c t e r , ”  

E d d i e  t o l d  m e .  “ S a t a n  is  t h e  E a s t e r  

B u n n y  o r  S a n t a  C l a u s  o r  a n y t h i n g  

l i k e  t h a t .  H e ’s  j u s t  a  g u y  w h o  r e p r e ­

s e n t s  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e .  

T o  m e ,  y o u  k n o w .  S a t a n  d r i v e s  a  c o o l  

h o t  r o d .  S a t a n  h a s  a l l  t h e  d r u g s  a n d  

a l l  t h e  c h i c k s  a n d  a l l  t h e  s t u f f  i n  l i f e  

t h a t  i s  r o c k  a n d  r o l l .

“ I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h e r e ’s  a n y t h i n g  

i n h e r e n t l y  e v i l  a b o u t  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  

T h e r e ’s a  l o t  o f  e v i l  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  

T h e r e 's  n o  d o u b t  a b o u t  t h a t .  B u t  r e a l  

e v i l  l i e s  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  I t  l i e s  i n  r a c ­

i s m  a n d  i n  p e o p l e  t r e a t i n g  o t h e r  

p e o p l e  p o o r l y .  I d o n ’t  s e e  h o w  t h e s e  

t h i n g s  c o n n e c t . ”

I ,  t o o ,  h a v e  t r o u b l e  s e e i n g  h o w  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  c o n n e c t ,  b u t  t h e y  a l l  

c o n n e c t e d  in  W e s t  M e m p h i s ,  A r k a n ­

s a s .  L e t  m e  e x p l a i n .

S A T A N  A N D  T H E  W E S T  M E M P H I S  

THREE T h e  T r u e  S t o r y  o f  a  M o d e r n  W i t c h  H u n t :  I n t o l e r a n c e  a n d  I n j u s t i c e  i n  A r k a n s a s   b y  S e a n  C a r s w e l l



TH E RO BIN  HO O D H ILLS M U RDERS

T h r e e  e i g h t - y e a r - o l d  b o y s  ( C h r i s t o p h e r  

B y e r s ,  S t e v e  B r a n c h ,  a n d  M i c h a e l  M o o r e )  

d i s a p p e a r e d  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  s c h o o l  b u t  b e ­

f o r e  d i n n e r t i m e  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  M a y  5 ,  

1 9 9 3 .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  t h r e e  

b o y s  w e r e  f o u n d  d e a d  in  a  c r e e k  in  a  w o o d e d  

a r e a  k n o w n  a s  t h e  R o b i n  H o o d  H i l l s .  T h e  

b o d i e s  w e r e  s o  m u t i l a t e d  a n d  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  

t h e  b o y s  s o  b r u t a l  t h a t  t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  

P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  

o n l y  b e  a n  a c t  o f  S a t a n  o r  h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  A  

j u n i o r  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  w h o  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  

o n  t h e  s c e n e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  k n e w  o f  a  k i d  

w h o  w a s  S a t a n i c .  S i n c e  t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  

P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  n o  e x p e r i e n c e  h a n ­

d l i n g  a  m u r d e r  c a s e  o f  t h i s  m a g n i t u d e ,  a n d  

s i n c e  t h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  n e g l i g e n t l y  d e s t r o y e d  

a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  c r i m e  s c e n e  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e y  

d e c i d e d  to  f o c u s  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n  th i s  

a l l e g e d  d e v i l  w o r s h i p p e r .

THE WITCHES

T h e  d e v i l  w o r s h i p p e r  in  q u e s t i o n  is  a  

y o u n g  m a n  n a m e d  D a m i e n  E c h o l s .  E c h o l s  

d i d n ’t  f i t  i n t o  t h e  t y p i c a l  W e s t  M e m p h i s  

m o l d .  H e  s p e n t  a  lo t  o f  t i m e  a l o n e ,  a  l o t  o f  

t i m e  r e a d i n g  b o o k s  b y  a u t h o r s  l i k e  S t e p h e n  

K i n g  a n d  A n n e  R i c e .  H e  l i s t e n e d  t o  a  l o t  o f  

h e a v y  m e t a l ,  b a n d s  l i k e  M e t a l l i c a  a n d  S la y e r .  

In  h i s  e a r l y  t e e n s ,  h e  b e g a n  to  q u e s t i o n  th e  

s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  f i r e - a n d - b r i m s t o n e  

c h u r c h .  H e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  a n d  

w h i l e  s t u d y i n g  C a t h o l i c  h i s t o r y ,  h e  b e c a m e  

s o  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  F a t h e r  D a m i e n ,  t h e  n i n e ­

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p r i e s t  w h o  c a r e d  f o r  t h e  l e p ­

e r s  o n  t h t  H a w a i i a n  i s l a n d  o f  M o l o k a i ,  t h a t  

E c h o l s  t o o k  o n  t h e  p r i e s t ’s  f i r s t  n a m e  

( E c h o l s ’ o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  n a m e  w a s  M i c h a e l ) .

E v e n t u a l l y ,  E c h o l s ’ s p i r i t u a l  b e l i e f s  

d r i f t e d  a w a y  f r o m  C a t h o l i c i s m  a n d  m o r e  t o ­

w a r d s  p a g a n i s m .  E c h o l s  d e f i n e s  p a g a n i s m  

a s  a  “ w o r s h i p  o f  n a t u r e - e a r t h ,  a i r ,  w a t e r ,  f i r e ;  

a l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s . ”  H e  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  

b e l i e f s  t o  A r k a n s a s  T im e s  j o u r n a l i s t  M a r a  

L e v e r i t t ,  s a y i n g ,  “ I m a y  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  e v ­

e r y t h i n g  t h e  p a g a n s  t e a c h ,  b u t  w h a t  1 b e l i e v e  

is  l o g i c a l .  W e  a l l  h a v e  to  c o m e  f r o m  s o m e ­

w h e r e .  A n d  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  l i k e  k a r m a ,  c a n  

b e  p r o v e n .  W e  k n o w  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t h a t  e v ­

e r y  a c t i o n  h a s  a n  e q u a l  a n d  o p p o s i t e  r e a c ­

t i o n .  W h a t  i s  t h a t  b u t  k a r m a ? ”

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 9 2 ,  E c h o l s ’ 

g i r l f r i e n d ’s  p a r e n t s  t h r e w  h e r  o u t  o f  t h e i r  

h o u s e .  S h e  a n d  E c h o l s  d e c i d e d  t o  r u n  a w a y .

T h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e y  b r o k e  i n t o  a n  a b a n d o n e d  

h o u s e  t o  t a k e  s h e l t e r  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  T h e y  w e r e  

a r r e s t e d  w i t h i n  a n  h o u r .  T h i s  l e d  t o  E c h o l s ’ 

f a t e f u l  m e e t i n g  w i t h  j u n i o r  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  

J e r r y  D r iv e r .  “ E v e n  w h e n  I  f i r s t  m e t  D r i v e r , ”  

E c h o l s  t o l d  L e v e r i t t ,  “ h e  w a s  o n  t h i s  s a t a n i c  

t r i p .  H e  s t a r t e d  a s k i n g  m e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  

S a t a n  o n c e ,  s o  I s t a r t e d  t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  

h i m  [ p a g a n i s m ] . ”  E c h o l s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  

w i t c h e s  a n d  W i c c a  w e r e  o l d  w o r d s  f o r  p a ­

g a n s ,  a n d  h e  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  i d e a s  a b o u t  e a r t h ,  

a i r ,  w a t e r ,  f i r e ,  a n d  k a r m a .  D r i v e r ,  a  d e v o u t  

s o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t ,  t o o k  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  a n  

a d m i s s i o n  o f  S a t a n i s m .

A f t e r  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  D r i v e r  b e g a n  

a p p r o a c h i n g  E c h o l s  w h e n e v e r  s o m e t h i n g  u n ­

e x p l a i n e d  h a p p e n e d  in  t h e  a r e a .  A c c o r d i n g  

to  s c r e e n w r i t e r  B u r k  S a u l s ,  w h o  h e l p e d  c r e ­

a t e  a  W e b  s i t e  o n  t h e  c a s e ,  “ W h e n  a  p i e c e  o f  

g u i d a n c e  e q u i p m e n t  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  a  t r a in  

t h a t  h a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  W e s t  M e m p h i s ,  

D a m i e n  w a s  q u e s t i o n e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  

t r a i n  d i d n ’t  e v e n  s l o w  d o w n  w h e n  i t  p a s s e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s m a l l  t r u c k  s t o p  to w n .  W h e n  a  

g i r l  w a s  k i l l e d  1 0 0  m i l e s  a w a y ,  D a m i e n  w a s  

q u e s t i o n e d . ”  S o  w h e n  t h r e e  y o u n g  b o y s  w e r e  

b r u t a l l y  m u r d e r e d ,  D r i v e r  d r o v e  t h e  p o l i c e  

t o  E c h o l s ’ f r o n t  d o o r .

A N Y  W I T C H  W I L L  D O

T h e  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  m u r ­

d e r  o f  t h e  b o y s  l e f t  t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  p o ­

l i c e  w i t h  n o t h i n g ,  s o  t h e y  s w i t c h e d  t a c t i c s  

a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  V i c k y  H u t c h e s o n  i n t o  t h e  

p i c t u r e .  H u t c h e s o n  w a s  in  t r o u b l e  a l r e a d y  f o r  

w r i t i n g  b a d  c h e c k s .  P e r h a p s  t o  m a k e  t h i s  

t r o u b l e  g o  a w a y  o r  p e r h a p s  c h a s i n g  t h e  

$ 3 0 , 0 0 0  r e w a r d  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  p o l i c e ,  

H u t c h e s o n  m e t  w i t h  E c h o l s  a n d  t r i e d  t o  e l i c i t  

a  c o n f e s s i o n .  W h e n  th i s  d i d n ’t  w o r k ,  s h e  s e n t  

h e r  s o n  to  t h e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  

h e  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  b o y s  o n  t h e  n i g h t  

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m u r d e r e d .  H e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  

h e ’d  m a n a g e d  t o  e s c a p e ,  a n d  h e  k n e w  w h o  

t h e  m u r d e r e r s  w e r e .  H u t c h e s o n ’s  s o n  e v e n ­

t u a l l y  p o i n t e d  t h e  f i n g e r  a t  E c h o l s ,  b u t  h i s  

s t o r i e s  w e r e  t o o  f a r - f e t c h e d  f o r  t h e  W e s t  

M e m p h i s  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t .

F i n a l l y ,  H u t c h e s o n  s e n t  J e s s i e  M i s s k e l l e y ,  a  

1 7 - y e a r - o l d  b o y  w i t h  a n  I Q  o f  7 2 ,  t o  g i v e  a n  

e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t .  T w e l v e  h o u r s  a f t e r  

w a l k i n g  in t o  t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  P o l i c e  S t a ­

t i o n ,  M i s s k e l l e y  h a d  c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h e  m u r ­

d e r s  a n d  i m p l i c a t e d  b o t h  E c h o l s  a n d  E c h o l s ’ 

s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  f r i e n d ,  J a s o n  B a l d w i n .  

T h u s ,  t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  T h r e e  w e r e  b o r n .  

T h e  c o n f e s s i o n  b e c a m e  t h e  c r u x  o f  t h e  

p r o s e c u t i o n ’s a r g u m e n t .

M i s s k e l l e y ’s c o n f e s s i o n  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  

q u e s t i o n a b l e  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  

p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r o o m  s h o w  a  

b a s e b a l l  b a t  in  t h e  c o r n e r .  S e c o n d ,  P u l i t z e r  

P r i z e - w i n n i n g  e x p e r t  o n  f a l s e  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  

D r .  R i c h a r d  O f s h e ,  w a s  s o  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

M i s s k e l l e y ’s  c o n f e s s i o n  w a s  c o e r c e d  b y  t h e  

p o l i c e  t h a t  O f s h e  a g r e e d  t o  t e s t i f y  e v e n  

t h o u g h  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  d o  s o  a t  h i s  o w n  

e x p e n s e .  D r .  O f s h e  d i d  in  f a c t ,  t e s t i f y  i n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  t r i a l  t h a t  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  w a s  c o e r c e d ,  

t h o u g h  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  w a s  

s t r i c k e n  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d .  F i n a l l y ,  

M i s s k e l l e y ’s  l a w y e r ,  D a n  S t i d h a m ,  o u t l i n e d  

s e v e n  m a j o r  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  b e t w e e n  

M i s s k e l l e y ’s  c o n f e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  

c r i m e .  A m o n g  t h o s e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  

M i s s k e l l e y  m i s j u d g e d  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e a t h  b y  

t w e l v e  h o u r s ;  h e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  E c h o l s  h a d  

s t r a n g l e d  o n e  o f  t h e  b o y s ,  t h o u g h  n o n e  o f  

t h e  v i c t i m s  s h o w e d  a n y  s i g n s  o f  s t r a n g u l a ­

t i o n ;  h e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  b o y s  h a d  b e e n  

r a p e d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r ’s  r e p o r t  

s h o w e d  n o  t r a u m a  to  t h e  a n u s e s  o f  t h e  v i c ­

t i m s ;  a n d  M i s s k e l l e y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  b o y s ,  

w h o ’d  b e e n  f o u n d  h o g - t i e d ,  w e r e  t i e d  w i t h  

a  r o p e  w h e n  t h e y  h a d ,  in  f a c t ,  b e e n  t i e d  w i t h  

a  s h o e s t r i n g .  R e c e n t  e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

M i s s k e l l e y  a l s o  m i s j u d g e d  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  

t h e  m u r d e r s  o c c u r r e d.IF HE DON'T DROWN, THEN HE'S A WITCH 

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  a  w a v e  o f  h y s t e r i a  s u r

r o u n d e d  b o t h  t r i a l s .  M i s s k e l l e y ’s  c o n f e s s i o n  

q u i c k l y  c o n d e m n e d  h i m  t o  l i f e  p l u s  f o r t y  

y e a r s  in  p r i s o n .  E c h o l s  a n d  B a l d w i n ,  w h o  

w e r e  t r i e d  t o g e t h e r , c a u s e d  m o r e  o f  a  s t i r .  

W e s t  M e m p h i s  l o c a l s ,  p e t r i f i e d  b y  e x a g g e r

a t e d  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  a  S a t a n i c  c u l t  in  t h e i r  b a c k

w o o d s ,  c a m e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  c o r r o b o r a t i v e  t e s

t i m o n i e s .  T w o  l o c a l  g i r l s ,  12  a n d  1 5 , c l a i m e d  

to  h a v e  b e e n  in  t h e  s t a n d s  o f  a  s o f t b a l l  g a m e  

w h e n  t h e y  o v e r h e a r d  E c h o l s  c o n f e s s  t o  t h e  

m u r d e r s  ( t h o u g h  b o t h  g i r l s  c o n f u s e d  t h e  

c h r o n o l o g y  o f  t h e  e v e n t s ) .  M i c h a e l  C a r s o n ,  

a  f e l l o w  j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  c e n t e r  i n m a t e  o f  

J a s o n  B a l d w i n ,  c l a i m e d  t h a t  B a l d w i n  c o n

f e s s e d  t h e  m u r d e r s  t o  C a r s o n .  C a r s o n ’s  c o u n

s e l o r  f r o m  t h e  j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  c e n t e r  i m

m e d i a t e l y  d i s p u t e d  C a r s o n ’s  t e s t i m o n y ,  b u t  

t h e  c o u n s e l o r  w a s n ’t  a l l o w e d  t o  t e s t i f y ,  l e s t  

h e  b r e a k  c o u n s e l o r - p a t i e n t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .

P r o s e c u t o r  J o h n  F o g l e m a n  t h e n  t u r n e d  

u p  t h e  S a t a n i c  h e a t .  H e  o f f e r e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  

B a l d w i n ’s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b l a c k  h e a v y  m e t a l  

t - s h i r t s ,  E c h o l s ’ b o o k s  o n  W i c c a  a n d  D r u

id s ,  a n d  h i s  S t e p h e n  K i n g  a n d  A n n e  R ic e  c o l -



l e c t i o n .  H e  s t a t e d ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h a t  i t ’s  o k a y  

t o  w e a r  b l a c k ,  r e a d  b o o k s  o n  P a g a n i s m ,  a n d  

l i s t e n  t o  h e a v y  m e t a l ,  b u t  w h e n  y o u  d o  a l l  

t h r e e ,  t h e r e ’s  “ n o  s o u l  t h e r e . ”  T o  c o r r o b o ­

r a t e  t h i s ,  F o g l e m a n  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  s t a n d  D r . 

D a l e  G r i f f i s ,  w h o  r e c e i v e d  a  d o c t o r a t e  

t h r o u g h  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  m a i l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

c o u r s e s  g i v e n  b y  C o l u m b i a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r ­

s i ty .  D r .  G r i f f i s  h a s  m a d e  a  c a r e e r  o n  b e i n g  

a n  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  in  a d o l e s c e n t  S a t a n i c  a c ­

t i v i t i e s .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  w e r e  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  S a t a n i c  r i t u a l s  f o r  s e v e r a l  

r e a s o n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h r e e  k i d s  w e r e  k i l l e d  

a n d  t h r e e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  i n  P a g a n  

r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  

a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  e i g h t  h a s  p a g a n  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  

a n d  t h e  m u r d e r s  o c c u r r e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f u l l  

m o o n  a f t e r  a  P a g a n  h o l i d a y .  T h i s  e v i d e n c e  

w a s  e n o u g h  f o r  a  j u r y  o f  t w e l v e  t o  c o n d e m n  

B a l d w i n  ( w h o  w a s  s t i l l  a  m i n o r  a t  t h e  t i m e )  

t o  l i f e  w i t h o u t  p a r o l e  a n d  to  c o n d e m n  E c h o l s  

t o  d e a t h  b y  l e th a l  i n j e c t i o n .

O f  c o u r s e ,  E c h o l s  a n d  B a l d w i n  a p p e a l e d  

t h e  c o n v i c t i o n .  T h e  a p p e a l  w a s  d e n i e d .  A c ­

c o r d i n g  to  R o b e r t  H . D u d le y ,  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  

J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r k a n s a s ,  i t  is  n o t  th e  

j o b  o f  t h e  c o u r t  t o  “ e x c l u d e  e v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  

h y p o t h e s i s . ”  I n s t e a d ,  i t  is  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t ’s  

“ r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r . . . t h e  j u r y  

c o u l d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n  w i t h o u t  r e ­

s o r t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t i o n  o r  c o n j e c t u r e . ”  In  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  j u d g i n g  g u i l t  b e y o n d  a  r e a s o n a b l e  

d o u b t  i s n ’t th e  j o b  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  T h e y  

n e e d  o n l y  t o  d e c i d e  i f  t h e  j u r y  c o u l d  h a v e  p o s ­

s i b l y  b e e n  r i g h t .  U n d e r  t h e s e  r i g i d  s t a n d a r d s ,  

t h e y  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  c r i m e  c o u l d  h a v e  c o n c e i v ­

a b l y  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  b y  E c h o l s  a n d  B a l d w i n .  

A m o n g  t h e i r  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e y  f o u n d  c l o t h i n g  

f i b e r s  o n  t h e  b o d y  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  t h a t  

w e r e  m i c r o s c o p i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  f i b e r s  f o u n d  

o n  J a s o n  B a l d w i n ’s  m o t h e r ’s  h o u s e c o a t ,  a n d ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  D r . G r i f f i s ’ t e s t i m o n y  s u p p l i e d  s u f ­

f i c i e n t  m o t i v e .  B e y o n d  t h a t ,  t h e y  c o u l d  p l a c e  

E c h o l s  n e a r  t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  c r i m e  b e c a u s e  

w i t n e s s e s  h a d  t e s t i f i e d  t o  s e e i n g  E c h o l s  a n d  

h i s  g i r l f r i e n d ,  D o m i n i  T e e r ,  a t  a  t r u c k  s to p  

n e a r  t h e  R o b i n  H o o d  H i l l s  a f t e r  9 :3 0 .  A c c o r d ­

in g  to  J u s t i c e  D u d le y ,  “ T h e  w i t n e s s e s  t e s t i ­

f i e d  t h a t  E c h o l s  h a d  o n  a  d a r k - c o l o r e d  s h i r t  

a n d  t h a t  h i s  c l o t h e s  w e r e  d i r t y . ”  A n d  t h o u g h  

w i t n e s s e s  p a s s i n g  in  a  c a r  w e r e  a b l e  t o  n o t i c e  

d i r t  o n  a  b l a c k  s h i r t  a t  n i g h t t i m e ,  J u s t i c e  

D u d l e y  a l s o  c o n c l u d e d ,  “ o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  e s ­

t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  D o m i n i  T e e r  m i g h t  b e  c o n f u s e d  

w i t h  B a l d w i n  a s  b o t h  h a d  l o n g  h a i r  a n d  w e r e  

o f  s l i g h t  b u i l d . ”

J e s s i e  M i s s k e l l e y ’s  1 9 9 5  a p p e a l  w a s  d e ­

n i e d  o n  e q u a l l y  d a m n i n g  e v i d e n c e .

NEW EVIDENCE 

T h e  a p p e a l s  h a v e n ’t  r u n  o u t  y e t ,  t h o u g h .  

T h e  f i r s t  a p p e a l s  w e r e  b a s e d  s o l e l y  o n  e v i ­

d e n c e  p r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  t r i a l s .  T h o u g h  

t h a t  e v i d e n c e  i t s e l f  s h o u l d  b e  e n o u g h  to  c a l l  

i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  g u i l t  o f  M is s k e l l e y ,  B a l d w i n ,  

a n d  E c h o l s ,  t h e r e  is  e v e n  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  to  

s u g g e s t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t .  F i r s t ,  o n  t h e  n i g h t  

w h e n  t h e  m u r d e r s  o c c u r r e d ,  p o l i c e  w e r e  

c a l l e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  d e r a n g e d  

m a n  w h o  h a d  w a l k e d  in t o  a  B o j a n g l e s  R e s ­

t a u r a n t  m u d d y  a n d  b l e e d i n g .  O f f i c e r  R e g i n a  

M e e k  i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  d r i v i n g  u p  to  t h e  d r i v e -  

in  w i n d o w ,  a s k i n g  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  a l l  r i g h t ,  

t h e n  d r i v i n g  o f f .  T w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  d e ­

t e c t i v e  B r y n  R i d g e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  B o j a n g l e s  

a n d  t o o k  b l o o d  s c r a p i n g s  f r o m  t h e  w a l l s ,  b u t  

d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  m u r d e r  

o f  t h e  t h r e e  b o y s ,  a n d  l o s t  t h e  b l o o d  s c r a p i n g s .  

S e c o n d ,  t h e  O n t a r i o  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  R e l i g i o u s  

T o l e r a n c e  r e s p o n d e d  t o  D r .  G r i f f i s ’ c l a i m s  o f  

a  S a t a n i c  r i t u a l  b y  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  

t h e  n u m b e r  t h r e e  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  C h r i s t i a n ­

i t y  ( t h e  T r i n i t y :  F a t h e r ,  S o n ,  H o l y  G h o s t ) ,  th e  

n u m b e r  t h r e e  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  e i g h t  h a v e  n o  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  P a g a n i s m .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  is  n o  

P a g a n  h o l i d a y  o n  t h e  F i f t h  o f  M a y ,  a n d  

S a t a n i s t s  d o  n o t  h o l d  r i t u a l s  o n  a  f u l l  o r  n e w  

m o o n .  M o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  

t h a t  “ n o  e v i d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  t h a t  a n y  

c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  r i t u a l l y  m u r d e r e d  in  t h e  

p a s t  c e n t u r y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b y  t h e  f o l ­

l o w e r s  o f  a n y  r e l i g i o n . ”

T h e  m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  n e w  e v i d e n c e  

c a m e  f r o m  B r e n t  T u r v e y .  T u r v e y  i s  a n  e x p e ­

r i e n c e d  f o r e n s i c  s c i e n t i s t  a n d  c r i m i n a l  

p r o f i l e r .  D e f e n s e  a t t o r n e y  D a n  S t i d h a m  w a s  

u n a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  T u r v e y ’s  s e r v i c e s  b e f o r e  th e  

o r i g i n a l  t r i a l ,  b u t  T u r v e y  h a s  s i n c e  a g r e e d  

t o  r e v i e w  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o n  a  p r o  b o n o  b a s i s .  

A f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  a u t o p s y  r e p o r t s ,  p o l i c e  r e ­

p o r t s ,  e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t s ,  t h e  c r i m e  s c e n e  

v i d e o ,  a u t o p s y  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r e n s i c  e v i d e n c e ,  T u r v e y  c a m e  to  

c o n c l u s i o n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  

W e s t  M e m p h i s  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r .  B a s e d  o n  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n j u r i e s  a n d  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  

o f  t h e  w o u n d s ,  T u r v e y  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  a t t a c k s  

t o  a  f i t  o f  r a g e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c h i l d  a b u s e ,  

n o t  a  S a t a n i c  r i t u a l .  T u r v e y  w e n t  o n  t o  d e ­

v e l o p  a n  i n - d e p t h  c r i m i n a l  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  m u r ­

d e r e r .  T h e  p r o f i l e  c a m e  c h i l l i n g l y  c l o s e  t o  

d e s c r i b i n g  v i c t i m  C h r i s t o p h e r  B y e r s ’ s t e p ­

f a t h e r ,  J o h n  M a r k  B y e r s .  J o h n  M a r k  B y e r s  

w a s  a l s o  f o u n d  to  b e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  k n i f e  

t h a t  h e l d  t r a c e s  o f  b o t h  h e  a n d  h i s  s o n ’s 

b l o o d ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  in  a n d  o u t  o f  j a i l  a n d  

m e n t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b o t h  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  

m u r d e r s ,  a n d  w a s  s e e n  b e a t i n g  h i s  o t h e r  s o n ,  

R y a n ,  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  o n  t h e  n i g h t  

o f  t h e  m u r d e r s .

W h i l e  I  w o u l d  b e  h e s i t a n t  t o  c o n v i c t  

J o h n  M a r k  B y e r s  o r  t h e  s t r a n g e  m a n  f r o m  

B o j a n g l e s  o n  s u c h  f l i m s y  e v i d e n c e ,  s u r e l y  a  

j u r y  s h o u l d  b e  h e s i t a n t  t o  c o n v i c t  M is s k e l l e y ,  

B a l d w i n ,  a n d  E c h o l s  o n  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  o f

f l i m s y  e v i d e n c e .

T u r v e y  u n e a r t h e d  a  f i n a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  

p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e .  H e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  w o u n d s  

o r i g i n a l l y  b e l i e v e d  to  b e  c a u s e d  b y  a  s e r r a t e d  

k n i f e  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  b i t e  m a r k s .  T h i s  o p i n ­

i o n  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  b y  f o r e n s i c  o d o n t o l o g i s t  

D r . T h o m a s  D a v i d .  D r .  D a v i d  w e n t  o n  to  

c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e  b i t e  m a r k s  d i d  n o t  m a t c h  

b i t e  i m p r e s s i o n s  b y  M i s s k e l l e y ,  B a l d w i n ,  o r  

E c h o l s .  W h i l e  t h i s  s h o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  r a i s e  a  

r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t  t o  t h e  g u i l t  o f  t h e  W e s t  

M e m p h i s  T h r e e ,  d u r i n g  a  R u l e  3 7  h e a r i n g  

( a  h e a r i n g  w h e r e  a n  a p p e a l  is  m a d e  o r  n e w  

e v i d e n c e  i s  i n t r o d u c e d ) ,  A r k a n s a s  J u d g e  

D a v i d  B u r n e t t  ( t h e  s a m e  j u d g e  w h o  p r e s i d e d  

o v e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r i a l )  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  e v i ­

d e n c e ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d n ’t  t h i n k  t h e  

m a r k s  w e r e  b i t e  m a r k s .  H e  l a t e r  s a i d  t h a t  

“ h e ’d  n e v e r  e v e n  h e a r d  o f  o d o n t o l o g y  b e ­

f o r e . ”

T h e  V o i c e s  o f  R e a s o n

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  r e a s o n  s t a r t e d  t o  

a p p e a r .  F i l m m a k e r s  J o e  B e r l i n g e r  a n d  B r u c e  

S i n o f s k y  b r o u g h t  a l l  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  o f  

t h e  t r i a l  t o  l i g h t  i n  P a r a d i s e  L o s t :  T h e  C h i l d  

M u r d e r s  a t  R o b i n  H o o d  H i l l s .  H B O  h a s  

g i v e n  t h e  f i l m  a  l o t  o f  a i r t i m e ,  a n d  i t  h a s  h a d  

i t s  e f f e c t s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  E d d i e  S p a g h e t t i ,  

“ E v e r y b o d y  w h o  s e e s  t h e  f i l m ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  

t h e y  t h i n k  a b o u t  i s ,  w h a t  c a n  I d o ? ”

P h o t o g r a p h e r  G r o v e  P a s h l e y ,  s c r e e n ­

w r i t e r  B u r k  S a u l s ,  a n d  a r t  d i r e c t o r  K a t h y  

B a k k e n  a s k e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  

d o ,  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  W e s t  

M e m p h i s  T h r e e  w e b  s i t e  w w w . w m 3 . o r g . T h e  

s i t e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  c a s e  s y n o p s i s ,  t r i a l  t r a n ­

s c r i p t s ,  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  l a w y e r s ,  e x a m i ­

n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e ,  p o l i c e  r e p o r t s ,  s t a t e ­

m e n t s  b y  t h e  v i c t i m s ’ p a r e n t s ,  p o l y g r a p h  

t e s t s ,  u p d a t e s ,  a n d  l i n k s  t o  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a ­

t i o n .  O n  M a r c h  2 0 ,  2 0 0 0 ,  Y a h o o  p i c k e d  th e  

s i t e  a s  t h e i r  p i c k  o f  t h e  w e e k .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  

t h e  s i t e  i s  r e p o r t i n g  f o u r  t o  e i g h t  t h o u s a n d  

h i t s  a  d a y .

T r e y  P a r k e r  o f  S o u t h  P a r k ,  h i m s e l f  a  

c r e a t o r  o f  a  c a r t o o n  S a t a n  a n d  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  

p u r i t a n  v a l u e s  ( t h e  M o t i o n  P i c t u r e  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a  t h r e a t e n e d  to  g i v e  t h e  S o u t h  

P a r k  m o v i e  a n  N C - 1 7  r a t i n g  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  

t a k e  o u t  t h e  l i n e  “ I f  I h a d  a  n i c k e l  f o r  e v e r y  

t i m e  G o d  f u c k e d  m e  in  t h e  a s s ,  I c o u l d  b u y  

s o m e  t r o p i c a l  c r e a m  f o r  m y  a s s ” ) ,  w a s  s e e n  

w e a r i n g  a  W e s t  M e m p h i s  T h r e e  t - s h i r t  o n  

A c c e s s  H o l l y w o o d .  H e  a l s o  s h o u t e d  “ F r e e  

t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  T h r e e ”  w h i l e  r e c e i v i n g  

a n  a w a r d  a t  t h e  M T V  V i d e o  A w a r d s .  M o s t  

r e c e n t l y ,  m u s i c i a n s  l i k e  R o c k e t  f r o m  t h e  

C r y p t ,  L 7 ,  t h e  S u p e r s u c k e r s ,  J o e  S t r u m m e r ,  

a n d  t h e  M u r d e r  C i t y  D e v i l s  h a v e  p u t  o u t  t h e  

“ F r e e  t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  T h r e e ”  c o m p i l a -
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t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  i t  w i l l  g o  t o  

M i s s k e l l e y ,  B a l d w i n ,  a n d  E c h o l s  “ w h e n  t h e y  

g e t  o u t  o f  j a i l , ”  S p a g h e t t i  s a y s .  “ W e  d e s i g n e d  

it t h a t  w a y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  w e  w a n t  t o  

s e n d  o u t  a  m e s s a g e  t h a t  w e  

r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y ’ r e  

g o i n g  t o  g e t  o u t . ”

G E T T I N G  O U T

D a m i e n  E c h o l s  t o l d  

S a l o n . c o m  t h a t  h e  t a k e s  

s o m e  c o m f o r t  i n  k n o w i n g  

t h a t  h e ’ l l  g e t  o u t  o f  j a i l .

“ T h i s  m a y  s o u n d  k i n d  o f  

m o r b i d , ”  E c h o l s  t o l d  r e ­

p o r t e r  S t e p h e n  L e m o n s ,  “ b u t  

I ’m  o n  d e a t h  r o w .  S o  a t  l e a s t  

I  k n o w  t h a t  o n e  w a y  o r  a n ­

o t h e r  I w i l l  g e t  o u t .  E i t h e r  

I ’ ll w a l k  o u t  o r  t h e y ’ l l  c a r r y  

m e  o u t . ”  I d e a l l y ,  E c h o l s  w i l l  

w a l k  o u t .

T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  h e l p i n g  

t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  T h r e e  

g a i n  t h e i r  f r e e d o m  i s  t o  u n ­

d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  h a s  

m o r e  t o  d o  w i t h  p o l i t i c s  t h a n  

i t  d o e s  w i th  j u s t i c e .  T a k e ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  p r o s e c u t o r  J o h n  

F o g l e m a n .  T h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  

c o n v i c t i n g  M i s s k e l l e y ,

E c h o l s ,  a n d  B a l d w i n ,

F o g l e m a n  t o l d  P h o e n i x  N e w  

T im e s  r e p o r t e r  M . V . M o o r e h e a d ,  “ T h e r e  w a s  

a  r e m a r k a b l e  l a c k  o f  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  

a g a i n s t  a n y b o d y . ”  F o g l e m a n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

k n e w  t h i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t r i a l .  H e  a l s o  

k n e w  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  w h i r l ­

w i n d  o f  h y s t e r i a .  I f  h e  d i d n ’t g a i n  a  c o n v i c ­

t i o n ,  h i s  c a r e e r  w o u l d  s u f f e r .  S o  h e  u s e d  t h e  

h y s t e r i a  t o  h i s  a d v a n t a g e  a n d  p r o s e c u t e d  

M i s s k e l l e y ,  B a l d w i n ,  a n d  E c h o l s  n o t  f o r  

m u r d e r  b fc t f o r  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  c r i m e  o f  b e ­

i n g  d i f f e r e n t .  H e  m a y  h a v e  s t r u n g  u p  t h r e e  

y o u n g  m e n  w h o  w e r e  v e r y  l i k e l y  n o t  g u i l t y ,  

b u t  h i s  c a r e e r  b e n e f i t e d .  F o g l e m a n  is  n o w  a  

C i r c u i t  C o u r t  j u d g e  f o r  C r i t t e n d e n  C o u n t y ,  

a n d  h e ’s  in  a  s o l i d  p o s i t i o n  to  r u n  f o r  a n  e v e n  

h i g h e r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  J u d g e  D a v i d  B u r n e t t  

m a y  h a v e  u n j u s t l y  b a r r e d  l e g i t i m a t e  e v i ­

d e n c e — e v i d e n c e  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  a  

c o n v i c t i o n — f r o m  b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  in  c o u r t ,  

b u t  h e  k e p t  h i s  j o b  a n d  h i s  h i g h  s t a n d i n g  in  

h i s  c o m m u n i t y .  A n d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  W e s t  

M e m p h i s  m a y  v e r y  w e l l  h a v e  c a p t u r e d  t h e  

w r o n g  w i t c h e s ,  b u t  t h e y  c a n  r e s t  k n o w i n g  

t h a t  s o m e o n e  w a s  p u n i s h e d  f o r  t h e  h o r r i b l e  

d e a t h s  o f  t h o s e  t h r e e  b o y s .  B u t  a l s o  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  g o  b o t h  w a y s .  I f  a  m a n  

l i k e  J o h n  F o g l e m a n  h a s  n o  s c r u p l e s  a b o u t

c o n d e m n i n g  a  m a n  to  d e a t h  w i t h  n o  p h y s i ­

c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e n  c e r t a i n l y  h e ’d  h a v e  n o  

s c r u p l e s  a b o u t  f r e e i n g  t h a t  s a m e  m a n  i f  p u b ­

l i c  o p i n i o n  d e m a n d e d  i t .

T H E  W O R L D  O U T S ID E  O F  W E S T  

MEMPHIS

A t  f i r s t ,  i t ’s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s o m e ­

t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  c o u l d  h a p p e n  in  m o d e r n  t i m e s .  

I t ’s  s c a r y .  W h e n  I  t h i n k  t h a t  E c h o l s  a n d  

B a l d w i n  w e r e  c o n v i c t e d  f o r  b e i n g  i n t o  s u c h  

m a i n s t r e a m  b a n d s  a s  M e t a l l i c a  a n d  s u c h  

m a i n s t r e a m  a u t h o r s  a s  S t e p h e n  K i n g ,  i t  

m a k e s  m e  s c a r e d  to  t h i n k  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  

p o l i c e  c o u l d  f i n d  in  m y  a p a r t m e n t ,  i n  

a n y o n e ’s  h o m e .  I f  A n n e  R i c e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  

t h e  O c c u l t ,  t h e n  d o e s  N a b o k o v ’s  L o l i t a  b e ­

c o m e  e v i d e n c e  o f  p e d o p h i l i a ?  A n d  w h a t  

a b o u t  t h e  N O F X  a l b u m  w i t h  t h e  s o n g  “ M u r ­

d e r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ” ?  I s  t h a t  p r o o f  o f  t e r ­

r o r i s m ?  “ I f  a l l o w e d  to  g o  f a r  e n o u g h , ”  J e l l o  

B i a f r a  a r g u e s  o n  t h e  F r e e  t h e  W e s t  M e m p h i s  

T h r e e  c o m p ,  “ t h i s  c o u l d  h a p p e n  to  a n y o n e .  I t 

c o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  m e .  I t  c o u l d  h a p p e n  to  y o u . ”  

B u t  is  t h i s  t r e n d  c o n t i n u i n g ?

L a s t  y e a r ,  C a l i f o r n i a  p a s s e d  P r o p o s i t i o n  

2 1 ,  w h i c h  b a s i c a l l y  m a d e  i t  e a s i e r  t o  t r y  c h i l ­

d r e n  a s  a d u l t s ,  m a d e  i t  a  c r i m e  to  b e  in  a  g a n g ,  

a n d  d e f i n e d  g a n g  b y  s o m e  v e r y  l o o s e ,  v a g u e

t e r m s .  O r e g o n  h a s  d e c l a r e d  t h e  a n a r c h y  s y m ­

b o l  ( a n  A  w i th  a  c i r c l e  a r o u n d  i t )  a s  a  “ g a n g  

s y m b o l . ”  A m e r i c a  n o w  h a s  2 5  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

w o r l d ’s  p r i s o n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i s o n  

p o p u l a t i o n  p e r  c a p i t a  o f  

a n y  c o u n t r y  e v e r ,  w i t h  

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

f o r m e r  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  

a p a r t h e i d - e r a  S o u t h  A f ­

r i c a .  T h e r e  a r e  n o w  t h r e e  

t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  o n  d e a th  

r o w ,  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

T h e  J u s t i c e  P r o j e c t  

(w w w .th e Ju s ticeP ro jec t.o ig ), 

t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  “ s e r io u s ,  

r e v e r s i b l e  e r r o r  f o u n d  in  

n e a r l y  s e v e n  o u t  o f  t e n  

c a p i t a l  c a s e s  i n  [ a ]  2 3  

y e a r  p e r i o d . ”  T h e r e  a r e  

o v e r  7 , 4 0 0  m i n o r s  i n  

a d u l t  p r i s o n s ,  a n d  t h e  

n u m b e r  h a s  r i s e n  c o n s i s ­

t e n t l y  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  15  

y e a r s  ( m o r e  t h a n  d o u ­

b l i n g  s i n c e  1 9 8 3 ) .  S o ,  

a g a i n ,  i n  o u r  r u s h  to  b e  

t o u g h  o n  c r i m e  a n d  e x ­

e c u t e  o u r  c r i m i n a l s ,  a r e  

w e  s u p p o r t i n g  a  t r e n d  

t h a t  a l l o w s  p o l i c e  a n d  

p r o s e c u t o r s  t o  i n c a r c e r ­

a t e  p e o p l e  s i m p l y  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  

p o o r ,  a n d  p o w e r l e s s ?  I s  

t h i s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e ­

t w e e n  S a t a n ,  t h e  u n d e r ­

g r o u n d  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  t h e  r e a l  e v i l  i n  

p e o p l e  t r e a t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  p o o r l y ?  *
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B i t i n g  t h e  H a n d  

T h a t  F e d  M e  

G r o w i n g  U p  

a  B r i t i s h  E x p a t r i a t e  

i n  B a h r a i n

H i s t o r y  L e s s o n

A t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t e e n  I r e m e m b e r  f i n a l l y  s t a r t i n g  to  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  a t  s c h o o l .  1 w a s  a t t e n d ­

i n g  a  B r i t i s h  s c h o o l  in  t h e  P e r s i a n / A r a b i a n  G u l f  s t a t e  o f  B a h r a i n ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  s t u d y i n g  th e  

C iv i l  R ig h t s  M o v e m e n t  o f  19 5 0 s  a n d  6 0 s  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s .  W e  w e r e  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  R o s a  

P a r k s ,  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K in g  a n d  n o n - v i o l e n t  p e a c e f u l  p r o t e s t s .  H o w e v e r ,  it  w a s  t h e  tw o  m i n ­

u t e s  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  M a l c o l m  X  u t i l i z i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s  s u c h  a s  “ h a t e  

m o n g e r , ”  “ s e p a r a t i s t , ”  “ r a c i s t , ”  a n d  “ e x t r e m i s t ”  t h a t  c a u g h t  m y  a t t e n t i o n .  1 i m m e d i a t e l y  b o r ­

r o w e d  M a lc o lm  X ’s a u t o b i o g r a p h y  f r o m  a  f r i e n d ’s  f a t h e r  a n d  it  b e c a m e  th e  f a s t e s t  b o o k  I 

h a d  r e a d  u p  to  t h a t  p o in t .  U p o n  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  b o o k ,  I f e l t  s m u g  k n o w i n g  th a t  m y  t e a c h e r  w a s  

w r o n g  in  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  M a lc o lm  X ;  t h i n g s  w e r e  n o t  s o  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a n d  M a lc o lm  

w e n t  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  i d e o lo g ic a l  c h a n g e s .  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t ly ,  I l e a r n e d  n o t  to  b l i n d ly  a c c e p t  

w h a t  I w a s  t a u g h t  in  s c h o o l .  I w a s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  I w a s  n o w  a b l e  t o  t h i n k  f o r  m y s e l f .  S o  I 

c a r r i e d  o n  m y  o w n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s tu d y  in t o  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  a n d  h i s t o r y  ( a n  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  is  s t i l l  w i th  

m e  t o d a y )  t h i n k i n g  I w a s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l  a w a k e n i n g .

H o w e v e r ,  w h i l e  I w a s  b u s y  t r y i n g  to  m a k e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  c o m m i t t e d  a g a i n s t  A m e r i c a n s  o f  A f r i ­

c a n  o r i g i n  a n d  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  1 r e m a i n e d  ig n o r a n t  o f  B a h r a in i  

c u l tu r e .  I w a s  b l i s s f u l l y  u n a w a r e  o f  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  h u m a n i t y  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  c o m m i t t e d  e v e r y d a y  u n d e r  m y  

n o s e ,  o n  t h e  s u n n y ,  p a l m  t r e e - d e n s e  i s l a n d s .  I n e v e r  s t o p p e d  to  p o n d e r  th e  s t a t e  o f  d e m o c r a c y  o r  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  

in  B a h r a in .  1 n e v e r  s t o p p e d  to  c o n s i d e r  th e  h u g e  d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  r i c h  a n d  t h e  p o o r .  I n e v e r  s t o p p e d  to  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  a n  e x p a t r i a t e  i n  s u c h  a  c u l tu r e .  A n d  a s  a  B r i t i s h  t e e n a g e r ,  i t  w a s  n o t  in  m y  

i n t e r e s t  t o  d o  s o .

T h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  o f  h i s t o r y  c r a m m e d  in t o  a  f e w  m e a g e r  p a r a g r a p h s

B a h r a i n  is  a n  a r c h i p e l a g o  o f  3 3  i s l a n d s  t u c k e d  a w a y  in  a  c o m e r  o f  t h e  A r a b i a n  G u l f ,  w i th  S a u d i  A r a b i a  to  

th e  W e s t  a n d  Q a t a r  t o  t h e  s o u th .  I n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a  D a n i s h  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  b e c a m e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  B a h r a i n  w a s  th e  

s i t e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  D i lm u n  ( 3 0 0 0  B C ) ,  w h i c h  l a s t e d  f o r  tw o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s .  A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  

e x c a v a t i o n  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b u r i a l  m o u n d s  b y  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c r e w  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s ,  it  is  n o w  

w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  B a h r a in  w a s  i n d e e d  th e  c e n t e r  o f  D i lm u n  ( w h i c h  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  in  h i s t o r y  c o v e r e d  a  

l a r g e  a r e a  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G u l f  a n d  E a s t e r n  S a u d i  A r a b i a ) .  C o n s i d e r i n g  i t s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  lo c a t i o n ,  i t  w a s  a n d  

s t i l l  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f e r t i l e  a n d  g r e e n  d u e  to  t h e  f r e s h w a t e r  s p r in g s  th a t  b u b b l e  u p  f r o m  b e n e a t h  th e  l a n d  a n d  

s e a  ( t h e  n a m e  B a h - r a i n ,  m e a n s  “ tw o  s e a s ”  r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e  s a l t  w a t e r  s e a  a n d  th e  f r e s h  w a t e r  s p r i n g s  t h a t  l ie  

b e n e a t h  i t ) .  T h e  i s l a n d s  a r e  in  a  k e y  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t r a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  E a s t  a n d  M i d d l e  E a s t .  A s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  

t r a d e r s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h ,  D i lm u n  a n d  l a t e r  B a h r a in  b e c a m e  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  a b u n d a n c e  in  p e a r l s  a n d  th e  s k i l l e d  

d iv e r s  t h a t  h a r v e s t e d  th e m .  U n t i l  th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l ,  ( in  1 9 3 2  B a h r a i n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  G u l f  n a t i o n  to  d i s c o v e r  o il  

a n d  th e  f i r s t  t o  r e a p  i t s  b e n e f i t s )  p e a r l s  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  i s l a n d s .

H o w e v e r ,  l o c a t i o n ,  f e r t i l e  la n d ,  f r e s h  w a t e r  a n d  w e a l th  a l s o  e n s u r e d  th a t  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  h i s to r y  B a h r a in  h a s  

b e e n  s u b je c t  to  c o n q u e s t  a n d  o c c u p a t io n  b y  a  v a r i e ty  o f  o u t s id e  p e o p le s .  U p  u n ti l  1 9 7 1 , B a h r a in  h a d  b e e n  a t  o n e  

t i m e  b e e n  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  B a b y l o n ia n s ,  th e  P e r s ia n s ,  th e  G r e e k s ,  th e  O m a n i s ,  t h e  P o r tu g u e s e  a n d  th e  B r i t i s h



b y  a  g u i l t y  e x p a t

E m p i r e .  M a n y  B a h r a in i s  w i l l  a r g u e  th a t  B a h r a in  is  s t i l l  u n d e r  o c c u p a t io n  

b y  p e o p l e  w h o  d o  n o t  b e l o n g  th e r e .

T h e  c u r r e n t  r u le r s  o f  B a h r a in  a r r i v e d  o n  th e  i s l a n d s  d u r in g  th e  m i d ­

e i g h te e n t h  c e n tu r y .  T h e  A l - K h a l i f a s  a r e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  a  p o w e r f u l  n o ­

m a d ic  t r i b e  f r o m  m a in l a n d  A r a b ia .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  n a t iv e  t o  t h e  i s la n d s .  

T h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  o f  B a h r a in ,  o f te n  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  B a h a m a h s ,  a r e  o f  

P e r s i a n  d e s c e n t .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  A l - K h a l i f a s  a n d  th e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  a r e  

p r e d o m in a t e ly  S u n n i  M u s l im s ,  w h e r e a s  th e  n a t iv e  B a h r a in i s  a r e  S h i ’a  

M u s l im s .  T h e s e  e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g io u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  a t  th e  c o r e  b u t  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  o n g o in g  t e n s i o n s  in  th e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  B r i t ­

i s h  e n s u r e d  th e  r u l e  o f  th e  A l - K h a l i f a s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  o w n  o c c u p a t io n ,  

u n t i l  B a h r a in  g a i n e d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in  1 9 7 1 . F o r  th r e e  y e a r s  B a h r a in  h a d  

a  N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b ly ,  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  ( d r a w n  u p  w i th  t h e  a id  o f  B r i t a in )  

a n d  a  s y s t e m  t h a t  r e s e m b le d  s o m e  f o r m  o f  d e m o c r a c y  u n t i l  i t  w a s  g r a d u ­

a l ly  b r o k e n  u p  a n d  d i s s o lv e d  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  w e r e  o u t l a w e d .  Y e t, 

th e  B r i t i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  c o n t in u e  to  h e l p  a d v i s e  a n d  m a n a g e  a l l  a s ­

p e c t s  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s e c u r i t y  a n d  m i l i t a r y .

W h y  t h e  S h i  'a  a r e  u p r i s in g .

P r e s e n t l y ,  B a h r a in  h a s  a  m a j o r i t y  S h i ’a  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n  ( t h e  

m a jo r i t y  s t i l l  m a d e  u p  o f  n a t i v e  B a h a m a h s )  b u t  is  s t i l l  g o v e r n e d  a n d  

r u le d  b y  th e  m i n o r i t y  S u n n i  M u s l im  f a m i l i e s ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  A l - K l i a l i f a  

r o y a l  f a m i ly .  H u m a n  R ig h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  

th e  U S  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e  a l l  i n  a g r e e m e n t ,  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e ,  o v e r  th e  c u r ­

r e n t  a b s e n c e  o f  d e m o c r a c y ,  b a s i c  f r e e d o m s  a n d  c i v i l / h u m a n  r i g h t s .  Y e t, 

T h e y  a l s o  a g r e e  t h a t  B a h r a i n  e n j o y s  a  9 0  p e r c e n t  l i t e r a c y  r a t e  ( i n c l u d ­

in g  w o m e n )  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  f e w  p o o r .  I t  h a s  t o  b e  s a i d  t h a t

B a h r a in  is  o f t e n  c i t e d  a s  a  s h in in g  e x a m p le ,  w i th in  

t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  o f  a  r e l a t i v e l y  p e a c e f u l ,  h a r m o ­

n i o u s  a n d  l i b e r a l  c o u n t r y .  F o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  B a h r a in  ( S h i ’a ,  S u n n i  a n d  o t h e r s )  e n ­

j o y  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  h o u s in g .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  B a h r a i n i s  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  h e r i ­

t a g e ,  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  a n d  e v e n  t h e i r  r o y a l  f a m i ly .  

L o c a l  B a h r a i n i s  a l s o  p r i d e  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  s o  

m a n y  f o r e i g n e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  c o m e  to  

B a h r a i n  t o  m a k e  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .

H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  o n l y  h e l p s  c o n c e a l  t h e  

r o o t s  o f  a  v e r y  d e s p e r a t e  p r o b le m .  A  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  o n l y  h a s  to  

w a l k  in to  a  S h i ’a  v i l l a g e  t o  s e e  p e o p l e  l i v in g  in  w o o d e n  s h a c k s  a n d  

w a lk i n g  a r o u n d  b a r e f o o t .  M a n y  o th e r s  c a n  b e  s e e n  b e g g i n g  in  t h e  c a p i ta l  

c i t y  o f  M a n a m a .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  h id d e n  “ s h a n t y ”  t o w n s  t h a t  

h a v e  b e e n  b a r r i c a d e d  f r o m  t h e  v i e w  o f  th e  m a in  r o a d s ,  s c a t t e r e d  a r o u n d  

s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w e a l t h  g o e s  t o  t h e  S u n n i  w h o - m a k e  u p  a n  

e s t i m a t e d  2 0 - 3 0  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  S h i ’a  e x p e r i e n c e  m a n y  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  t r y i n g  to  m a k e  t h e i r  w a y  u p  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  l a d d e r .  J o b s  

w i th  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  m a n a g e r i a l  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e ly  t o  g o  to  

a  S u n n i .  H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a tc h  s t a t e s  t h a t  b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 9 8 1  a n d  

1 9 9 1 ,  1 5 ,8 0 0  o f  7 4 ,2 0 0  n e w  j o b s  in  t h e  e c o n o m y  w e r e  f i l l e d  b y  e x p a ­

t r i a t e s ,  a n d  t h a t  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a m o n g s t  y o u n g  m e n  in  S h i ’a  c o m m u ­

n i t i e s  w a s  t w i c e  t h a t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  1 9 9 4 /9 5  r a t e  o f  15 p e r c e n t  ( “ B a h r a in :  

R o u t i n e  A b u s e ,  R o u t i n e  D e n i a l .  C iv i l  R ig h t s  a n d  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  C r i s i s  in  

B a h r a i n ”  J u n e  1 9 9 7 ,  H u m a n  R ig h t s  W a tc h  - w w w .h r w .o r g ) .

T h e  “ P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ”  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  l a r g e ly  P a k i s t a n i  e x p a t r i a t e s .  

E x p a t r i a t e s  f r o m  B r i t a i n ,  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s ,  

A s i a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a r e  e m p l o y e d  to  d o  

s k i l l e d  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  w o r k .  M e n i a l  l a b o r  a n d  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s  a r e  

im p o r t e d  f r o m  th e  A s i a n  s u b c o n t i n e n t ,  th e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  A s i a n  

c o u n t r i e s .  M a n y  b i a s e d  e x p a t r i a t e s  a r g u e  t h a t  B a h r a i n i s  a r e  n o t  y e t  

t r a i n e d  o r  e d u c a t e d  w e l l  e n o u g h  to  o c c u p y  s k i l l e d  j o b s  a n d  a r e  u n p r e ­

p a r e d  to  w o r k  f o r  s u c h  a  l o w  w a g e  a s  th e  p e o p l e  f r o m  c o u n t r i e s  s u c h  a s  

I n d ia ,  S r i  L a n k a ,  B a n g l a d e s h  o r  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  w h o  o c c u p y  m e n ia l  

p o s i t i o n s .

O b v io u s ly ,  t h e r e  a r e  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  r o l e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  f r o m  v a r i ­

o u s  b a c k g r o u n d s  a r e  f o r c e d  to  a s s u m e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I n d i a n  a n d  o t h e r



p e o p l e  f r o m  th e  A s i a n  s u b - c o n t i n e n t  d o  o c c u p y  h ig h  p a y i n g  s k i l l e d /  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l / m a n a g e r i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  S h i ’a  d o  m a k e  t h e i r  w a y  u p  to  w e l l ­

p a y i n g  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  S h i 'a  d i s s i d e n t s  c l a i m  t h a t  t o  b e  

a n  e x c e p t i o n  h a s  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  h ig h  c o s t .  I t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  u n k n o w n  f o r  a  

S h i ' a  B a h r a in i  t o  d i s a p p e a r  f o r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  a n d  c o m e  b a c k  to  w o r k  a  

s h a d o w  o f  h i s / h e r  f o r m e r  s e l f .  W h y  is  t h e  c o u n t r y  s e t  u p  t h i s  w a y ?  

B e c a u s e  n o t h i n g  s h o u l d  p o s e  a n y  r e m o t e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s e c u r e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  A l - K h a l i f a  r e g i m e .

T h e r e  is  a l l e g e d  f r e e d o m  o f  th e  p r e s s ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s u g g e s ­

t i o n s  t h a t  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  to  s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e s ,  th e  n e w s p a p e r s  r e c e iv e  th e i r  

“ n e w s ”  f r o m  th e  M in i s t r y  o f  I n f o r m a t io n .  T h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k in g  m e d ia  

( n e w s p a p e r s ,  T V  a n d  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s )  a r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  B r i t i s h  a n d  m u l t i n a ­

t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t e r s ,  r e p o r t e r s  a n d  e n t e r t a i n e r s .  B a h r a in i  A r a b ic  j o u r n a l ­

i s t s  h a v e  to  b e  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  r e p o r t  a n d  t h e  o p in i o n s  t h e y  o f fe r . 

H u m a n  R ig h t s  W a tc h /M i d d le  E a s t  a l s o  r e p o r t s  o f  w a r n in g s  i s s u e d  to  

f o r e i g n  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  w h o  m a y  b e  t r y i n g  to  c o v e r  d e l i c a t e  is s u e s .

I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  k n o w  w h e r e  t o  b e g i n  w i th  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  o p ­

p r e s s io n  th a t  th e  S h i ’a  v i l l a g e r s  f a c e  f r o m  d a y  to  d a y .  S in c e  th e  p l i g h t  o f  

o c c u p ie d  P a l e s t i n e  h a s  f l a r e d  in to  b lo o d s h e d  y e t  a g a in  a n d  h a s  m o b i ­

l i z e d  th e  A r a b  w o r ld ,  I w i l l  b e g i n  th e r e .  O b v io u s ly ,  t h e  w o r k in g  c l a s s ,  

v i l l a g e - d w e l l i n g  n a t iv e  B a h r a in i s  f e e l  v e r y  p a s s io n a t e ly  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n ­

ia n s  a n d  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  t r e m e n d o u s  d i s p l a y s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n ­

ia n  c a u s e .  T h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  th i s  a n d  h a v e  o r g a n i z e d  s e v ­

e r a l  “ le g a l ”  r a l l i e s  in  s o l id a r i t y  w i th  P a l e s t i n e .  W h i l e  th i s  s e e m s  h a r m ­

le s s ,  p e o p l e  w e r e  p o s i t i o n e d  w i th i n  t h e  c r o w d  w a v in g  p i c tu r e s  o f  th e  

A m i r  a n d  P r im e  M in i s t e r  a n d  p r o te s t e r s  w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  o r  “ p e r s u a d e d ”  

to  c h a n t  p r o  A l - K h a l i f a  s lo g a n s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  w h e n  th e  p e o p l e  d e c id e d  

to  o r g a n i z e  t h e i r  o w n  r a l l y  o u t s id e  th e  A m e r i c a n  E m b a s s y  to  p r o t e s t  th e  

o b v io u s  p r o - I s r a e l i  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  m e t  w i th  

r u b b e r  b u l l e t s  a n d  t e a r  g a s .  A t  th e  t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g ,  th e  U S  E m b a s s y  a n d  

th e  A m e r i c a n  h ig h  s c h o o l  h a v e  b o th  r e m a in e d  c l o s e d  a s  th e  U S  a u t h o r i ­

t i e s  h a v e  a n n o u n c e d  a  “ D e l t a ”  s ta t e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  in  B a h r a in .

T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d  is  b e c a u s e  m o s t  r a l l i e s  in  

B a h r a in  a r e  a  c a l l  f o r  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  j u s t i c e .  T h e y  a r e  p l e a s  f o r  t h e  r e -  

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a h r a in i  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  th e  r e l e a s e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s .  M o s t  d i s s i d e n t s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  c a l l i n g  f o r  th e  A l -  

K h a l i f a s  t o  s t e p  d o w n ,  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  a s k i n g  f o r  m o r e  o f  a  s a y  in  th e  

r u n n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  a n  e n d  to  th e  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  a  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  

S h i ’a .

T h i s  is  t h e  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  I g r e w  u p ,  f r o m  t h e  a g e  o f  n in e  t o  e i g h ­

t e e n .  T h e  s a m e  p l a c e  in  w h i c h  p e o p l e  a r e  e x i l e d  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  w r o n g  

p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s ;  w h e r e  t e e n a g e r s  a r e  h e l d  in  c a p t i v i t y  f o r  s p r a y - p a i n t ­

in g  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  g r a f f i t i .  W h e r e  p r i s o n e r s  a r e  h e l d  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  

o r  t r i a l  f o r  m o n t h s ,  i f  n o t  y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  r e g u l a r  a l l e g a ­

t i o n s  t h a t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  t o r t u r e d  in  r e m o t e  p r i s o n s ,  

w h e r e  p r i s o n e r s  a r e  w h i p p e d  a n d  b e a t e n  o r  h a v e  t h e i r  f i n g e r n a i l s  p u l l e d  

o u t  t o  m a k e  th e m  c o n f e s s  to  h a v i n g  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  o p i n i o n s .  I f  th a t  

f a i l s  th e n  e l e c t r i c  s h o c k  t o r t u r e  m a y  b e  u s e d  to  f o r c e  t h e m  to  g i v e  u p  

th e  r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n — a l l  t h e  w h i l e  B r i t i s h  s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r s  w a tc h  

o v e r  t h e  a t r o c i t y .

W h e re  t h e  h e l l  i s  t h a t  t h e n ?

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  B a h r a i n  in  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d

P e o p le  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d  g e t  t o  h e a r  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  

B a h r a in .  S in c e  m a n y  p e o p l e  h a v e  s u c h  d i f f i c u l t y  f i n d i n g  B a h r a in  o n  a  

m a p ,  i t  is  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  th a t  t h e y  k n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c s  a n d  

c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  Y e t, th i s  i g n o r a n c e  is  a l s o  tw o  s id e d .  M y  in t e r e s t  

a n d  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  B a h r a in i  c u l tu r e  a n d  p o l i t i c s  w a s  n o t  r e a l l y  s p a r k e d  

u n t i l  I s t a r t e d  t o  l o o k  b a c k  o n  e v e n t s  I w i t n e s s e d  a n d  e x a m i n e  th e m  

a l o n g  s id e  c u r r e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

O n e  e v e n t  t h a t  1 t e n d  to  lo o k  b a c k  o n  f r e q u e n t l y  i s  a n  e v e n t  th a t  

p u t  th e  P e r s ia n  G u l f ,  in c lu d in g  B a h r a in ,  o n  th e  m a p .  T h a t  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

t h e  G u l f  W a r. T h e  w a r  h ig h l i g h t e d  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  B a h r a in .

F i r s t ,  t h e  “ s p e c i a l ”  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  

W e s t  ( T h e  U S  n a v y  b a s e  f o r  t h e  P e r s i a n  

G u l f  i s  in  B a h r a in ) .  T h e  U n i t e d  S a t e s  a n d  

B r i t a in  c o n t i n u e  to  d e e m  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  

b e  o n  g o o d  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  B a h r a in  d u e  to  

i t s  g e o - p o l i t i c a l  l o c a t i o n .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  is  

w h y  th e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  o v e r l o o k  t h e  l a c k  

o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  d e m o c r a c y  t h a t  th e y  s ta t e  

a s  r e a s o n s  t o  g o  to  w a r  in  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .

A n d  w h y  t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  i g n o r e  r e ­

p o r t s  b y  n u m e r o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  a g e n ­

c i e s  a b o u t  a l l e g e d  a b u s e s  o f  h u m a n  r ig h t s ,  

t h a t  th e y  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  p u b l i c l y  c o n ­

d e m n .  T h e  G u l f  W a r  a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  W o r l d  W a r  

II  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  B r i t a i n  w i l l  t a k e  

e x t r e m e  m e a s u r e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  d o m i n a n c e  in  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e y  

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  p r e t e n d  to  c r u s h  o n e  o p p r e s s i v e  r e g i m e  w h i l e  

s u p p o r t i n g  a n o t h e r ,  i f  i t  is  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  o i l ,  a r m s  t r a d e  

o r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n .

T h e  w a r  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  B a h r a in i  d i s s i d e n t s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  r e n e w  t h e i r  c a m p a i g n  f o r  r e f o r m s  a n d  th e  r e - i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  p a r t  t h e y  w e r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  K u w a i t i s  w h o  

to o k  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t h e  r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  t o  m a k e  

s o m e  p o s i t i v e  ( a l b e i t  m e a g e r )  c h a n g e s  t o w a r d s  a  m o r e  o p e n  a n d  

d e m o c r a t i c  s o c ie ty .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  a w a r e  t h a t  B a h r a in  w a s  n o w  

o n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a g e  a n d  p e r h a p s  s o m e b o d y  w o u l d  l i s t e n  

t o  t h e i r  c a u s e .

O f  r e c e n t ,  B a h r a i n  h a s  f o u n d  i t s  w a y  b a c k  in t o  t h e  m e d i a  

s p o t l i g h t  a g a in .  T h e  f i r s t  e v e n t  i n v o l v e d  a  U S  m a r i n e  w h o  h e l p e d  

a n  A 1 K h a l i f a  p r i n c e s s  e s c a p e  to  h i s  c o u n t r y  s o  h e  c o u l d  m a r r y  

h e r .  T h i s  w a s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r y  a b o u t  tw o  p e o p l e  w h o  n e v e r  

s h o u l d  h a v e  h a d  a n y  i n t e r a c t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

s o c i e t y  in  B a h r a in .  M o s t  m a i n s t r e a m  m e d i a  r e p o r t e d  i t  a s  a  r o ­

m a n t i c  s to r y  w h e r e  l o v e  s e e s  n o  c u l tu r a l  b a r r i e r s  a n d  t r i u m p h s  

o v e r  e v e r y t h i n g .  Y e t ,  e v e n  t h e  b r i e f e s t  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  h a d  to  

q u e s t i o n  w h y  s h e  h a d  s u c h  d i f f i c u l t y  e s c a p i n g  a n d  w h a t  t h i s  s u g g e s t s  

a b o u t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  w o m e n  in  B a h r a in .  S o  w h i l e  th e  s t o r y  d i d  l i t t l e  to  

h ig h l ig h t  th e  p r o - d e m o c r a c y  c a u s e ,  it  d id  g i v e  th e  o u t s id e  w o r l d  a  c h a n c e  

to  p o n d e r  o v e r  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  m a n y  B a h r a i n i s  m i g h t  b e  f a c i n g .  T h e  

p l i g h t  o f  M u s l im  w o m e n  t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  c l a s s  l i n e s  a n d  d iv i s i o n s  a n d  is  

a n  i s s u e  t h a t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  h i g h l i g h t e d ,  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t ,  d u r i n g  th e  r e ­

c e n t  u p r i s in g s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  B a h r a i n i  w o m e n  p e ­

t i t i o n e d  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  b a s i c  r i g h t s ,  o n ly  

to  b e  t h r e a t e n e d  w i th  t h e  lo s s  i f  t h e i r  j o b s  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  w i t h d r a w  th e  

p e t i t i o n .

A  f e w  m o n t h s  l a t e r  th e  U S S  C o le  w a s  o n  it s  w a y  b a c k  to  B a h r a in  

a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g  in  Y e m e n ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  th e  t a r g e t  o f  a n  a l l e g e d  s u i c i d e  

a t t a c k ,  p r e s u m a b l y  to  p r o t e s t  U S  b a c k i n g  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i s .  A l l  U S  m i l i ­

ta r y ,  d i p l o m a t s ,  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  w e r e  s o o n  p u t  o n  r e d  a l e r t .  C o n ­

s e q u e n t ly ,  w h e n  t h e  B a h r a in i  p e o p l e  p u t  o n  t h e i r  o w n  u n a u t h o r i z e d  

d i s p l a y  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  s o l i d a r i t y  o u t s i d e  th e  A m e r i c a n  E m b a s s y ,  th e  

e m b a s s y  w a s  s h u t  d o w n  a n d  b a r r i c a d e d .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l  w a s  

c l o s e d  a n d  e x p a t r i a t e s  f r o m  m o s t  w e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  i s s u e d  w a r n ­

in g s  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  e m b a s s i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  o f  t e r ­

r o r i s t  a t t a c k s .  W h i l e  th i s  w a s  a n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  th e  S h i ’a  a n d  

o t h e r  d i s s i d e n t s  to  m a k e  t h e i r  v o i c e  h e a r d ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  d id  

m o r e  t o  p r o m o t e  a n t i - A r a b  s e n t i m e n t s .  T h e  c o n f l i c t  in  I s r a e l ,  P a l e s t i n e  

a n d  t h e  o c c u p i e d  t e r r i t o r i e s  h a s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  p o l a r i z e d  p e o p l e  a n d  it 

s e e m s  m a n y  p e o p l e  in  th e  W e s t  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  in  s y m p a t h i z i n g  w i th  

A r a b s .  T h i s  m i g h t  b e  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  l a b e l e d  a n  a n t i - S e m i t e  

o r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m e d i a ’s b i a s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  O r  it  

m i g h t  s i m p l y  b e  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  

e v e n  f e a r  o f  A r a b s  a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .

A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  t u r n  o u t  in  th e  t h o u s a n d s  to  s h o w  s u p p o r t  f o r  T i -



b e t a n s  s u f f e r i n g  

u n d e r  C h i n e s e  

o c c u p a t i o n .  

R o c k  s t a r s  

t h r o w  c o n c e r t s .  

B u m p e r  s t i c k e r s  

f r o m  P o r t l a n d ,

M a in e  t o  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n  s c r e a m  o u t  “ F r e e  T i b e t . ”  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

e v e n  p r e t e n d s  to  c o n f r o n t  t h e  C h i n e s e  o n  t h e i r  h u m a n  r ig h t s  r e c o r d  

b e f o r e  s i g n i n g  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s .  M e a n w h i l e ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  p e o p l e  s u f f e r  n e e d l e s s l y  u n d e r  b o m b i n g  r a i d s  a n d  i n h u m a n e  s a n c ­

t i o n s  a g a i n s t  I r a q .  P a l e s t i n i a n  c h i l d r e n  w h o  t h r o w  r o c k s  a r e  b e i n g  s h o t  

a t  b y  a  U S - f u n d e d  m i l i t a r y .  T h e  K u r d i s h  p e o p l e  a r e  f l e e i n g  to  th e  h i l l s  

a n d  b e i n g  b e a t e n  a n d  r a p e d  in  T u r k i s h  a n d  I r a q i  p r i s o n s .  A n d  h u n d r e d s  

o f  m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n  a r e  b e i n g  h a r a s s e d ,  d e t a in e d  w i th o u t  c h a r g e  

a n d  t o r t u r e d  in  B a h r a in i  p r i s o n s ,  w h i l e  B r i t i s h  s e c u r i t y  a d v i s o r s  w a tc h  

o v e r  i t  a l l .

" W h i te  p i t h  a n d  e a s y  l i v i n g ”

W e s t e r n  e x p a t r i a t e s  e n j o y  a  l i f e s ty l e  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  

h o m e  c o u n t r i e s .  I t  i s  a  l i f e  o n  a  s u n n y  p a l m  t r e e  c o v e r e d  d e s e r t  i s l a n d .  

O f  s p o r t s  c l u b s  a n d  n i g h t c l u b s .  O f  f r i e n d s  o f  m u l t i t u d i n o u s  n a t i o n a l i ­

t i e s .  O f  s a i l i n g  a n d  d i v i n g  a m o n g s t  c o r a l  r e e f s .  O f  f i s h i n g  a n d  w a t c h ­

in g  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  s u n s e t s .  O f  w a n d e r i n g  in  th e  Z o u k  

to  b u y  c h e a p  g o ld  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c s .  O f  l i v i n g  in  e n c l o s e d  “ c o m p o u n d s ”  

w i th  s w i m m i n g  p o o l s ,  t e n n i s  c o u r t s  a n d  s q u a s h  c o u r t s .  G a te d  c o m m u ­

n i t i e s  g u a r d e d  b y  e x - g u e r k a s .

T h e r e  w a s  e v e n  a  b e a c h  c a l l e d  t h e  “ S h e i k h ’s  b e a c h , ”  w h e r e  th e  

c u r r e n t  A m i r ’s  f a t h e r ,  S h e ik h  I s a ,  h a d  a  b e a c h  h o u s e .  T h e  r u l e s  w e r e  

s im p l e :  N o  A r a b s ,  n o  I n d i a n s  ( o r  a n y  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  A s i a n  s u b - c o n t i ­

n e n t ) ,  a n d  n o  c a m e r a s .  T h i s  w a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  w h i t e  s a n d  b e a c h  w i th  f r e e  

d r in k s  f o r  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  w h i t e  w e s t e r n e r s .  I n  t h e o r y ,  p e o p l e  o f  c o lo r ,  

s u c h  a s  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s ,  w e r e  a l l o w e d  in ,  b u t  t h e y  w o u l d  o f t e n  h a v e  

to  p r o v e  t h e i r  n a t io n a l i t y .  I r e m e m b e r  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  h a v i n g  to  

s m u g g le  in  A r a b  a n d  n o n - w h i t e  f r i e n d s  o f  m i n e  in  th e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c a r . 

T h i s  b e a c h  w a s  c l o s e d  w h e n  S h e ik h  I s a  d i e d  a n d  h i s  s o n  t o o k  o v e r .

T h i s  is  n o t  t o  s a y  t h e r e  is  n o  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  th e  

lo c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  M a n y  B a h r a in i s  a t t e n d  A m e r i ­

c a n  a n d  B r i t i s h  s c h o o l s  a n d  p e o p l e  a r e  f r e e  to  m ix  

a n d  s o c i a l i z e  a s  t h e y  p l e a s e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  is  u s u a l l y  

b e t w e e n  “ w e l l  to  d o ”  B a h r a i n i s  w h o  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  g o  

to  s u c h  s c h o o l s .  E x p a t r i a t e s  c a n  u s u a l l y  f e e l  s a f e  to  

w a l k  i n t o  a  v i l l a g e  t o  e n j o y  c h e a p  b u t  t a s t y  f o o d  a n d  

e n j o y  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  lo c a l  p e o p l e .  L i k e w is e  

m a n y  w e s t e r n e r s  e n j o y  g o o d  w o r k  a n d  s o c i a l  r e l a ­

t i o n s  w i th  B a h r a in i s  o f  a l l  s e c t s ,  e t h n i c  o r i g i n s  a n d  

e c o n o m i c  l e v e l s .  O n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  B a h r a in  a p p e a r s  to  

b e  a n  i d y l l i c  p l a c e  t o  g r o w  u p  o r  r a i s e  a  f a m i l y  w h i l e  

e a r n i n g  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  t a x - f r e e  s a la r y .  T h o s e  in  

p o w e r  t h r i v e  o n  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  c o m f o r t  o f  th e  

A m e r i c a n s  a n d  B r i t s .  I f  t h e y  a r e  h a p p y ,  t h e y  a r e  l e s s  

l i k e ly  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  t h i n g s .  L e s s  l i k e ly  t o  j e o p a r ­

d i z e  t h e i r  t e m p o r a r y  b u t  c o m f o r t a b l e  ( o f t e n  l u x u r i ­

o u s )  l i f e - s ty l e .

D u r in g  m y  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s  in  B a h r a in ,  I r e m e m b e r  t h e r e  w a s  

l i m i t e d  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  lo c a l  B a h r a i n i s  f r o m  th e  n e a r b y  v i l l a g e .  

W e  d i d  n o t  s p e a k  e a c h  o t h e r ’s  l a n g u a g e s  v e r y  w e l l  b u t  w e  s h a r e d  

s o m e  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s  in  r i d i n g  B M X  b ik e s  a n d  b r e a k d a n c i n g .  

W e  d i d  l e a r n  t o  s w e a r  a t  e a c h  o t h e r  in  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  l a n g u a g e  

a n d  e v e n  d e v e l o p e d  s o m e  f o r m  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  b u t  i t  d id  n o t  l a s t  

l o n g .  I t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  th a t  a s  w e  b e c a m e  t e e n a g e r s  o u r  in t e r e s t s  

c h a n g e d  to  th e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a n y  c o m m o n  g r o u n d .  

Y e t ,  l o o k i n g  b a c k  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  la te  8 0 s  a n d  e a r l y  9 0 s ,  

t h e  e x p a t r i a t e  a n d  lo c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  b e c a m e  in c r e a s i n g l y  s e g r e ­

g a t e d .

N e w  w e s t e r n - s t y l e  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s  w e r e  s p r i n g i n g  u p .  C a b l e  a n d  

s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d .  P e o p le  b e c a m e  o b s e s s e d  w i th  f a n c y  

c a r s  a n d  n e w  t e c h n o lo g y .  T h e  p a g e r  a n d  m o b i l e  p h o n e  b e c a m e  a  p a r t  

o f  w e a l t h y  e x p a t r i a t e  a n d  p r i v i l e g e d  B a h r a in  c u l t u r e  l o n g  b e f o r e  it  d id  

e l s e w h e r e .  M c D o n a l d ’s  i n e v i t a b ly  f o u n d  it s  w a y  to  B a h r a in — n o w  th e r e  

a r e  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  o n  th e  m a in  i s l a n d .  M i l l e r .  M T V . V H 1 .  S o m e  r e l a t i v e s  

b a c k  h o m e  s t i l l  a s k e d  w h e th e r  th e r e  w a s  r u n n in g  w a t e r  o r  n o t ,  o r  w h e th e r  

w e  r o d e  c a m e l s  t o  s c h o o l  b u t  w e  p r o b a b l y  l i v e d  w i t h  m o r e  t e c h n o l o g y  

a n d  l u x u r y  th a n  th e y  d id .  I f  y o u  a v o i d e d  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  B a h r a i n  b e g a n  to  

r e s e m b l e  a n y  w e s t e r n  c i t y  w i th  i t s  b i l l b o a r d s  a n d  c h a i n  s to r e s .  C o c a -  

C o l a ,  D a i r y  Q u e e n ,  J C  P e n n y ,  B r i t i s h  H o m e  S t o r e s ,  H e i n e k e n ,  

M a r l b o r o .  M o s t  o f  w h i c h  w a s  o u t  o f  r e a c h  to  a l l  b u t  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  

B a h r a i n i s  a n d  e x p a t r i a t e s .  Y o u  c o u l d  g o  f r o m  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  h o u s e  to  

a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  c a r  to  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  j o b / s c h o o l  t o  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  c lu b  

a n d  b a c k  h o m e  a g a in  a n d  b a r e l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  v i l l a g e ­

d w e l l i n g  B a h r a in i s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a n y  n e e d  f o r  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  B a h r a in i s .

E x p a t r i a t e s  a n d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B a h r a i n

D u r in g  th e  m i d - 9 0 s ,  t h e  u n r e s t  in  B a h r a in  b e c a m e  a  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  

to  th e  c o m f o r t a b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w e s t e r n  e x p a t r i a t e s .  S to r i e s  h a d  c i r c u ­

la t e d  f o r  y e a r s  a b o u t  h o w  2 0  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  a  w h i t e  p e r s o n  c o u l d  n o t  

d r iv e  t h r o u g h  a  v i l l a g e  w i th o u t  h a v i n g  th e i r  c a r  a t t a c k e d ,  b u t  m o s t  p e o p l e  

f e l t  B a h r a i n  w a s  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  “ c i v i l i z e d . ”  T h e r e f o r e ,  m o s t  p e o p l e  

c h o s e  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  r a l l i e s ,  p r o t e s t s ,  g r a f f i t i  a n d  o d d  e x p l o s i o n s  in  th e  

n ig h t .  V e r y  f e w  s t o p p e d  to  r e a l l y  c o n s i d e r  w h y  B a h r a i n i s  w e r e  t a k i n g  

s u c h  a c t io n s .  T h e n  m i d - n i g h t  e x p l o s i o n s  b e g a n  to  o c c u r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  

a n d  t h e  g r a f f i t i  b e g a n  to  m a k e  i t s  w a y  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  a n d  o n to  

c o m p o u n d  w a l l s  w h e r e  th e  “ e x p a t s ”  l i v e d .

M o s t  p e o p l e  c h o s e  t o  c o n d e m n  t h e s e  a c t i o n s ,  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  c o n ­

s i d e r i n g  w h y  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  T h e r e  is  o f t e n  t h e  f e e l  o f  a  n e o ­

c o l o n i a l i s t  m e n t a l i t y  t h a t  p r o p a g a t e s  d i s t r u s t  f o r  lo c a l  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  

t i m e s  o f  t e n s i o n .  P u t  s im p l y ,  e x p a t r i a t e s  k n o w  v e r y  w e l l  t h a t  t h e i r  j o b s  

a r e  s e c u r e d  b y  t h e  r e g i m e  t h a t  d i s s i d e n t s  a r e  r i s i n g  u p  a g a in s t .  N o  m a t ­

t e r  h o w  p r o - d e m o c r a t i c  o r  o u t r a g e d  b y  l a c k  o f  c i v i l  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s



e n l i g h t e n e d  e x p a t s  m a y  b e ,  t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  g o i n g  to  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  

i d e n t i f y  w i th  f o r c e s  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  w a n t  t h e m  o u t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  

is  n o t  to  s a y  t h a t  B a h r a in i s  a r e  x e n o p h o b i c ,  th e y  j u s t  w a n t  m o r e  a u ­

to n o m y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  u n t i l  f o r e i g n  w o r k e r s  h a v e  m a d e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to  

r e t u r n  c o m f o r t a b l y  b a c k  to  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e y  w i l l  c o n ­

t i n u e  to  f e a r  a  B a h r a in i  u p r i s i n g .

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  r i s i n g  t e n s i o n s  a n d  a c t s  

o f  v io l e n c e  in  th e  M i d d l e  E a s t  s i n c e  th e  

f i r s t  p a r t  o f  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 0 ,  th e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  S t a t e  i s  e x t r e m e l y  c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  v io l e n t  a c t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  a n d  in ­

t e r e s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n .  U S  S a te  

D e p a r t m e n t  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 0

W h o  a m  I  to  c o m m e n t  o r  j u d g e ?

I n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 4 , 1 w a s  v i s i t i n g  

B a h r a i n  d u r i n g  a  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  u p r i s i n g  

h a d  f o u n d  r e n e w e d  e n e r g y  a n d  e n t h u ­

s i a s m .  I h a d  h e a r d  s e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  

p r o t e s t s  a n d  r i o t s  i n  th e  v i l l a g e s ,  e x ­

p l o d i n g  g a s  c a n i s t e r s ,  r o a d s  b l o c k a d e d  w i th  b u r n i n g  t i r e s  

a n d  i s o l a t e d  a t t a c k s  o n  w o r k e r s  f r o m  th e  A s i a n  s u b - c o n t i ­

n e n t  a n d  s e v e r a l  w e s t e r n  e x p a t r i a t e s .  I h a d  n o  w a y  o f  d e ­

t e r m i n i n g  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e s e  s to r i e s  a s  r u m o r s  s p r e a d  

a r o u n d  th e  i s l a n d  l i k e  w i l d  f i r e .  H o w e v e r ,  I c o u l d  n o t  i g ­

n o r e  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t / A l - K h a l i f a ,  p r o ­

d e m o c r a c y  s l o g a n s  s p r a y - p a i n t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  a n d  

t h e  h u g e  b a r b e d  w i r e  t o p p e d  c o m p o u n d  w a l l s  w h e r e  e x p a ­

t r i a t e s  r e s id e .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  s lo g a n s  h a d  b e e n  p a i n t e d  o v e r  

b y  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  b u t  m o r e  w o u ld  a p p e a r .  E v e n  w h e n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  

a t t e m p t e d  to  p a i n t  o v e r  th e  s lo g a n s  i t  w a s  o b v i o u s  t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  to  

h i d e  s o m e t h in g .

M y  b r o th e r ,  a  f r i e n d ,  a n d  I d e c i d e d  to  d r i v e  a r o u n d  th e  i s l a n d  o n e  

a f t e r n o o n  to  h a v e  a  l o o k  a t  a l l  th e  g r a f f i t i .  W e  w e r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  c i ty  

c e n t e r  w h e n  w e  s a w  s e e  s e v e r a l  h e l i c o p t e r s  h o v e r i n g  o v e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

a r e a .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  c o l u m n s  o f  b l a c k  s m o k e  r i s i n g  f r o m  th e  a r e a .  W e  

d e c i d e d  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  d r o v e  o v e r  t o  w h a t  w e  d e t e r m i n e d  w a s  th e  

S h i ’a  v i l l a g e  o f  J id h a f s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  h e a v y  p o l i c e  p r e s e n c e  o n  t h e  r o a d s  

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s o  w e  d r o v e  in  t h r o u g h  t h e  n a r r o w  b a c k  a l l e y s .  

A s  w e  g o t  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  c o u l d  s e e  h u n d r e d s  o f  p e o p l e  

w a v i n g  b l a c k  f l a g s  a n d  c h a n t i n g  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  h e a v i l y  a r m e d  s e c u ­

r i t y  w h o  w e r e  m a r c h i n g  to w a r d s  th e m .  A  t h i c k  b l a c k  s m o k e  w a s  in  th e  

a i r  f r o m  th e  b u r n i n g  t i r e s  t h a t  a r e  p o p u l a r  t o  s e t  o n  f i r e  d u r i n g  p r o t e s t s .  

T h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  w e r e  u n l i k e  a n y  1 h a d  s e e n  b e f o r e  in  B a h r a in .  T h e y  

w e r e  d r e s s e d  in  a l l  b l a c k  c o m b a t  g e a r  w i t h  r i o t  h e l m e t s  a n d  s h ie l d s .  

W e  t r i e d  t o  d r i v e  c l o s e r  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  l o o k  w h e n  w e  c a m e  a c r o s s  o n e  

o f  t h e  s e c u r i t y / p o l i c e m e n .  H e  m o t i o n e d  w i l d l y  f o r  u s  to  h i m  a r o u n d  

b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  c a r s  b e h i n d  u s  a n d  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t u r n  in  th e  

c o n f i n e d  a r e a .  T h e n  t h e  t e a r  g a s  b e g a n  to  f ly . W e  w e r e  t r y i n g  to  t u r n  th e  

c a r  a r o u n d  w h e n  a  t e a r  g a s  c a n i s t e r  w a s  s h o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r  t o w a r d s  u s  

a n d  l a n d e d  a b o u t  5 0  f e e t  a w a y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  c o u l d  n o t  t u r n  th e  a i r  

- c o n d i t i o n i n g  o f f  b e f o r e  s o m e  o f  i t  l e a k e d  in t o  t h e  c a r .  O n  o u r  w a y  o u t  

o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  I a t t e m p t e d  to  t a k e  a  f e w  p i c t u r e s  w i t h  m y  f r i e n d ’s  c a m ­

e r a  b u t  p a n i c k e d  a s  th e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  f u r i o u s l y  d i r e c t e d  u s  o u t  o f  th e  

s c e n e .  O n  th e  w a y  h o m e  w e  s t o p p e d  b y  th e  s i g h t  o f  th e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  

a n o t h e r  p r o t e s t  a n d  f o u n d  a  b u r n t  f l a g .  I  c a n  s a y  t h a t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  I 

k n e w  I  h a d  w i t n e s s e d  s o m e t h i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l  a n d  i t  w a s  m y  r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y  n o t  t o  i g n o r e  w h a t  I h a d  s e e n .  E l s e w h e r e  t h e  i s l a n d  w a s  p e a c e f u l  

a n d  c a lm  a s  u s u a l .  T h e  p e o p l e  in  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  o f  M a n a m a  h a d  n o  c lu e  

w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  j u s t  a  c o u p l e  o f  m i l e s  a w a y .

T h e  B a h r a in i  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h e n  q u e s t i o n e d  b y  o u t s i d e  p a r t i e s

a b o u t  th e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  d i s s id e n t s  in  B a h r a in ,  r e p e a t e d l y  in s i s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  

p e o p l e  a r e  I s l a m i c  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  t e r r o r i s t s  ( a  m i l i t a r y  w i n g  o f  

H i z b o l l a h - B a h r a i n ) .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  t a k e  o n  th e  t e n s i o n s  in  th e  c o u n t r y  is  

t h a t  i t  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  I r a n  a n d  t h e  I r a n i a n  r e v o l u ­

t i o n .  T h i s  v i e w  p o s i t s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  a b u s e  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s  in  B a h r a in  

a n d  th a t  t e r r o r i s t s  c o n s t r u c t  r u m o r s  to  a i d  t h e i r  c a u s e ,  w h ic h  is  to  

r e p l a c e  t h e  B a h r a i n i  g o v e r n m e n t  w i th  a  p r o - I r a n i a n  r e g i m e .  S u c h  

a n  o p i n i o n  c e r t a i n l y  h e l p e d  d e t e r  s y m p a t h y  f o r  B a h r a in i  d i s s i d e n t s  

a n d  c o v e r s  u p  s o m e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  to  t a c k l e .  

H o w e v e r ,  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  B a h r a in  F r e e d o m  M o v e m e n t  ( B F M )  

a n d  t h e  P o p u l a r  F r o n t  ( P F )  f o r  th e  L i b e r a t i o n  o f  B a h r a i n  a n d  th e  

N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t  ( N L F )  a r e  m a d e  u p  o f  B a h r a i n i s  f r o m  

d i v e r s e  s e c t o r s  o f  s o c i e ty  w h o  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  S h i ’a  f u n d a m e n ­

t a l i s t s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c a l l i n g  f o r  a n y t h i n g  

t h a t  r a d i c a l ,  n o r  a r e  th e y  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  o v e r ­

t h r o w  o f  th e  A l - K h a l i f a  r e g i m e .  W h i l e  t h e r e  

i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  p r o - I r a n i a n  I s ­

l a m ic  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  e l e m e n t  to  t h e  o p p o s i ­

t i o n  f o r c e s ,  m o s t  B a h r a i n i s  a r e  s i m p l y  c a l l i n g  

f o r  t h e  r e - i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a s s e m ­

b l y  a n d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  h e l p e d  

d r a w  u p  f o r  B a h r a i n ’s i n d e p e n d e n c e .  T h e y  

w a n t  th e  f r e e d o m  to  c a l l  f o r  r e f o r m s  w i t h o u t  

f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  j o b s  o r  b e i n g  h a r a s s e d .  

T h e y  w a n t  t h e  l e e w a y  to  p e t i t i o n  th e  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  th e  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  w o m e n  a n d  t h e  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m .  

T h e y  w a n t  a n  e n d  to  t h e  a r r e s t s ,  d e t a i n i n g  a n d  

t o r t u r e  o f  a n y b o d y  s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g  c r i t i c a l  

o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e g i m e .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  

s e v e r a l  h o r r i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  

b y  s o m e  o p p o s i t i o n  f o r c e s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e i r  

c a u s e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a  g r o u p  o f  B a n g l a d e s h i  w o r k e r s  w e r e  b u n t e d  a l i v e  

a n d  a  r e s t a u r a n t  t h a t  B r i t i s h  p e o p l e  w e r e  k n o w n  to  f r e q u e n t  w a s  a t ­

t a c k e d .  W h i l e  i t  is  e a s y  to  c o n d e m n  s u c h  t a c t i c s ,  i t  d o e s  h i g h l i g h t  th e  

d e s p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  in v o l v e d .  W h i l e  v i o l e n c e  a n d  k i l l i n g  s h o u ld  

n e v e r  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  i t  is  h a r d  t o  l e c t u r e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  a n d  

s e e n  f r i e n d  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  s u f f e r  c o n t i n u a l  a b u s e  o f  t h e  s a m e  s c a l e  b y  

th e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  l a r g e l y  p e a c e f u l  m o v e m e n t  d o e s  n o t  

c o n d o n e  s u c h  a t t a c k s .

I n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  f r i e n d s  w h o  h a v e  l i v e d  in  B a h r a in ,  t h e r e  is  o f t e n  

d e b a t e  o v e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  B a h r a in i  o p p o s i t i o n  g r o u p s  a r e  a n y  b e t t e r  th a n  

t h e  r e g i m e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  to  r e f o r m  o r  a l l e g e d l y  o v e r t h r o w .  W h i l e  

I a m  n o t  a r g u i n g  f o r  a  p r o - I r a n i a n  r e g i m e  o r  a n  I s l a m ic  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  is  

n o t  u p  t o  u s  t o  d e c id e .  E v e n  i f  B a h r a i n i  d i s s i d e n t s  a r e  c a l l i n g  f o r  r e v o ­

l u t io n  ( w h i c h  i t  a p p e a r s  th e y  a r e  n o t ) ,  i t  is  u p  to  t h e m .  A s  p e o p l e  w h o  

g r e w  u p  a s  e x p a t r i a t e  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  a  p r i v i l e g e d  ( in  c o m p a r i s o n  to  

m a n y  B a h r a i n i s )  l i f e s t y l e ,  i t  i s  u p  to  u s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  

w h a t  a r e  p r e s e n c e  in  B a h r a i n  i m p l i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  

o u r  p a r e n t s ,  b y  t h e i r  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  h i n d e r e d  s t e p s  t o w a r d s  e g a l i t a r i a n ­

i s m .  T h a t  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  t a u g h t  a b o u t  f r e e d o m  a n d  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  th e  

s t r u g g l e s  to  a t t a i n  i t  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  i n  s c h o o l ,  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  r i g h t  

n e x t  t o  u s  w e r e  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  b a s i c  r i g h t s  a n d  m a n y  o f  u s  w e r e  

o b l i v i o u s  t o  th i s  d e s p e r a t e  s t r u g g le .  I t  is  t i m e  t h a t  t h e s e  d o u b l e  s t a n ­

d a r d s  w e r e  r e a l i z e d  a n d  c r u s h e d .  *

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t :

w w w .v o b .o r g  ( B a h r a i n  F r e e d o m  M o v e m e n t )  

w w w .h r w .o r g  ( H u m a n  R ig h t s  W a tc h )  

w w w .s t a t e . g o v / w w w / g l o b a l h u a m n . r i g h t s / 9 9 h r p _ i n d e x .h t m l  

( O f f i c i a l  U S  o p in i o n )

w w w .g u l f - d a i l y - n e w s . c o m  ( E n g l i s h  “ n e w s p a p e r ” ) 

w w w .w e l c o m e . t o / b h r o /  ( B a h r a i n  H u m a n  R i g h t s  O r g a n i z a t i o n )  

w w w .a m n e s ty .o r g



T H E

Z I N E

Y E A R B O O K

Is  n o w  a c c e p t i n g  n o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  

V o l u m e  V : e x c e r p t s  f r o m  z i n e s  

p r i n t e d  in  2 0 0 0 .  R e a d  a n y t h i n g  

g o o d  in  a  z i n e  l a s t  y e a r ?  T e l l  u s  

a b o u t  i t .  A ll n o m i n a t i o n s  d u e  b y  

M a r c h  3 1 ,  2 0 0 1 .  B o o k  a v a i l a b l e  

s t a r t i n g  J u n e  2 0 0 1 .  F o r  c o m p l e t e  

g u i d e l i n e s  o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

T h e  Z i n e  Y e a r b o o k  /  P O  B o x  1 2 2 5  

B o w l i n g  G r e e n  O H  4 3 4 0 2 /  

z i n e y e a r b o o k @ y a h o o . c o m  

P r e v i o u s  e d i t i o n s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e .

A l t e r n a t i v e  R a d i o

P r o g r a m s  f e a t u r i n g  A m i r i  B a r a k a ,  N o a m  

C h o m s k y ,  A n g e l a  D a v i s ,  B a r b a r a  

E h r e n r e i c h ,  R a l p h  N a d e r ,  M ic h a e l  P a r c n t i ,  

C o r n e l  W e s t ,  V a n d a n a  S h i v a ,  H o w a r d  

Z i n n ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s .

F o r  l i v e s t r e a m  w e b c a s t s :  

w w w . a l t e r n a t i v e r a d i o . o r g

S e e  W h e r e  t o  H e a r  A R

F o r  a  f r e e  c a t a l o g u e :

8 0 0 - 4 4 4 - 1 9 7 7

a r @ o r c i . c o m

A R  B o x  5 5 1  B o u l d e r ,  C O  8 0 3 0 6

T i r e d  o f  b i t c h i n g  a n d  

w h i n i n g  a t  t h e  

w o r l d ?  W a n t  a  n e w  

k i n d  o f  a c t i v i s m  

t h a t  i s  p o s i t i v e ,  

h o p e f u l  a n d  

i n s p i r i n g ?

L e a r n  a b o u t  g o i n g  b e y o n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  n e w  r e a l m  

o f  e c o l o g i c a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  a n d  r a d i c a l  

l i f e s t y l e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .

R e a d  h o w  l o c a l  p e o p l e  a r e  s o l v i n g  g l o b a l  p r o b l e m s .  

R e a d  h o w  o n e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a c t i v i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o a s t  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a . . .  a n d  b e y o n d . . . .

$  1 0  f o r  6  i s s u e s ;  $ 3  f o r  a  s a m p l e  i s s u e .

C l i c k  t o  w w w . h o p e d a n c e . o r g  o r  e m a i l  h o p e d a n c e @ a o l . c o m  o r  m a i l  

t o  H o p e D a n c e  M a g a z i n e ,  P O B  1 5 6 0 9 ,  S a n  L u i s  O b i s p o ,  C A  9 3 4 0 6 .

http://www.hopedance.org


W O R D S  A S  

W E A P O N S



J a m e s  D e  L a  V e g a  

S u b c o m a n d a n t e  M a r c o s  

a n d  Z a p a t a s o s !

w o r d s  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  G r e y  F u c h s

J a m e s  D e  L a  V e g a  t e a m e d  u p  

w i t h  j Z a p a t a s o s !  t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  

i n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t i n u ­

i n g  Z a p a t i s t a  s t r u g g l e  i n  C h i a p a s ,  

M e x ic o .  B y  e x t e n s io n  t h e i r  s t r e e t  t h e ­

a t e r  a n n o u n c e d  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  O u r  

W o rd  I s  O u r  W e a p o n  S e l e c t e d  W rit­

i n g  o f  S u b c o m a n d a n t e  M a r c o s  

( S e v e n  S t o r i e s  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 ) .  J u a n a  

P o n c e  D e  L e o n ,  e d i t o r  o f  M a r c o s ’ 

c o l l e c t i o n ,  i n t r o d u c e d  D e  L a  V e g a  to  

R e b e c c a  R a m i r e z ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  a r t ­

i s t  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  j Z a p a t a s o s !

O n  N e w  Y e a r ’s  E v e ,  1 9 9 3 ,  t h e  

M e x i c a n  s t a t e  o f  C h i a p a s  e n t e r e d  th e  

in t e r n a t io n a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h e n  th e  

Z a p a t i s t a  g u e r r i l l a  a r m y  s e i z e d  c o n ­

t r o l  o f  t h e  c o l o n ia l  c i t y  o f  S a n  C r i s tb a l  

d e  l a s  C a s a s  a s  w e l l  a s  f i v e  t o w n s  in  

t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  C h i a p a s  h ig h l a n d s .  

T h e y  d e c l a r e d  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  a  r e ­

s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  N o r th  

A m e r i c a n  F r e e  T r a d e  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  

c a l l e d  f o r  f r e e d o m  o f  a l l  i n d i g e n o u s  

p e o p l e s .

B e f o r e  t h i s  d a y  t h e y  w e r e  i n v i s ­

ib l e  l i k e  m o s t  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  in  

t h e  m o d e r n  w o r l d .  T h e i r  g o a l  h a s  

b e e n  to  c o l l e c t i v e l y  r e v e r s e  5 0 0  y e a r s  

o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  a n d  d e  f a c t o  g e n o c i d e  

b y  d e m a n d i n g  in d e p e n d e n c e .

M a r c o s ,  t h e  s p o k e s p e r s o n  a n d  

s t r a t e g i s t  f o r  t h e  Z a p a t i s t a s ,  a l s o  is  

in v i s i b l e .  H e  h a s  g o n e  m a s k e d  a n d  

u n k n o w n  s i n c e  t h e  u p r i s i n g  i n  

C h i a p a s  b e g a n  J a n u a r y  1 , 1 9 9 4 .  H is  

p o w e r  l i e s  i n  h i s  i n v i s i b i l i t y .  T h e  

m a s k  w o n t  b y  a l l  Z a p a t i s t a s  c h a l ­

l e n g e s  a n d  c r i t i q u e s  t h e  c r a s s  i n d i ­

v i d u a l i s m  a n d  s t r o n g  p a t r i a r c h a l  

p o w e r ,  o f t e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  f a c e  

o f  t h e  f a t h e r ,  a  n a t i o n ’s  l e a d e r ,  a r e  

b o th  h a l lm a r k s  o f  W e s te r n  c a p i ta l i s m .

J a m e s  D e  L a  V e g a  t o o  is  i n v i s ­

ib l e .  E v e r y b o d y  o n  t h e  L o w e r  E a s t  

S id e  h a s  r e a d  h i s  w r i t i n g  o n  t h e  s i d e ­

w a l k s  b u t  f e w  p e o p l e  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  

s e e n  h im .  Y o u  m a y  w a l k  o v e r  a  s e n ­

t e n c e  o r  e n i g m a t i c  p h r a s e  w r i t t e n  in  

c h a l k ,  f o r  e x a m p l e , .  “ C a p i t a l i s m  

B r e e d s  D i s h o n e s t  M e n  - M a r c o s , ”  b u t  

y o u  w o n ’t  s e e  w h o  w r o t e  i t .  W h i c h  

is  n o t  u n l i k e  a n y  w r i t e r  r e a l ly .  H o w  

m a n y  p e o p l e  w o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  e v e n  

J o h n  G r i s h a m  o n  a  N e w  Y o rk  C i t y



s id e w a l k ?  Y e t ,  D e  L a  V e g a ’s  s t e a l t h  is  v i t a l  to  

h i s  s u r v i v a l  u n l i k e  G r i s h a m ’s . M a n y  g r a f f i t i  

w r i t e r s  a n d  t a g g e r s  r u n  t h e  r i s k  o f  f in e s  o r  e v e n  

a r r e s t .

R e v e r e n d  B i l ly ,  a n o t h e r  d o w n t o w n  p e r ­

f o r m a n c e  a r t i s t  a n d  M i n i s t e r  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  

N o t  S h o p p in g ,  in  t h e  J o n e s  D i n e r  a s k e d ,  “ Y o u  

k n o w  t h a t  g u y ?  D o e s  D e  L a  V e g a  l i v e  in  t h e  

n e i g h b o r h o o d ?  I n e v e r  s e e  t h a t  g u y .  H o w  d o  

y o u  k n o w  h e ’s  n o t  m e ? ”

S e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 0  th e  

j Z a p a t a s o s l ,  a r r i v e d  o n  v a r i o u s  h i g h l y  t r a f ­

f i c k e d  p u b l i c  s p o t s  in  N e w  Y o rk  C i t y  d r e s s e d  

a s  Z a p a t i s t a s ,  w e a r i n g  s k i  m a s k s  o r  r e d  b a n ­

d a n n a s  a n d  m i l i t a r y - g r e e n  s h i r t s .  T h e y  

m a r c h e d ,  c a r r y i n g  p e n s  a s  l o n g  a s  r i f l e s  

t h r o u g h  A s t o r  P l a c e ,  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S to c k  E x ­

c h a n g e ,  S p a n i s h  H a r l e m ,  U n io n  S q u a r e  P a r k ,  

a n d  th e  W e s t  4 t h  S t r e e t  S u b w a y  p l a t f o r m .  A t  

e a c h  lo c a t i o n  t h e y  w o u l d  s to p  to  p e r f o r m  a  

s c r ip t  t h a t  R a m i r e z ’ w r o t e  i n s p i r e d  b y  M a r c o s ’ 

w r i t i n g .

T h e  f i r s t  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a c t u a l l y  a  r e ­

h e a r s a l ,  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l .  

T h e  Z a p a t a s o s ! , m e t  D e  L a  V e g a  a t  U n io n  

S q u a r e .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  s c r ip t  s o  t h e y  

m a r c h e d  a r o u n d  U n io n  S q u a r e  S o u th  s i l e n t ly  

w h i l e  D e  L a  V e g a  th r e w - u p  a  d r a w in g  in  m a s k ­

in g  t a p e  o f  S u b c o m a n d a n t e  M a r c o s .  W h i l e  D e  

L a  V e g a  l a id  d o w n  t h e  t a p e  t h e  Z a p a t a s o s ,  

m a r c h e d  a r o u n d  h im .  M o n i c a  B a n i s ,  a n  o f f i c e r  

w i th  t h e  c i t y  p a r k  s e r v i c e s ,  p r o v i d e d  a n  u n ­

p l a n n e d  d r a m a t i c  e n d i n g .  S h e  s h o w e d  u p  

t o w e d  b y  a  U n i o n  S q u a r e  s a n i t a t i o n  w o r k e r  

t h r e a t e n i n g  to  f i n e  o r  a r r e s t  e v e r y o n e  in v o l v e d  

a n d  p u l l e d - u p  t h e  t a p e  d r a w in g .

T r u e  to  h i s  n a t u r e ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  

a l l .  D e  L a  V e g a  m i s s e d  t h e  t h r e e  o t h e r  

j Z a p a t a s o s l ,  p e r f o r m a n c e s  I a t t e n d e d .  T h e  b e s t  

o f  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  in  th e  l o w e r  M a n h a t t a n  f i ­

n a n c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  j Z a p a t a s o s l ,  m a r c h e d  s o l ­

e m n l y  a r o u n d  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S to c k  E x c h a n g e ,  

th e  e p i c e n t e r  o f  W e s t e r n  c a p i t a l i s m ;  th e  b e l ly  

o f  t h e  b e a s t .  N e a r  th e  e n t r a n c e  o f  th e  E x c h a n g e  

t h e  j Z a p a t a s o s l  p e r f o r m e d  f o r  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  

h a s t i l y  p a s s i n g  t r a d e r s ,  b r o k e r s ,  s e c u r i t y  

g u a r d s ,  a n d  t o u r i s t s .

[ c u l t u r e ]



a  f e w  w o r d s  f r o m  t h e  

Z a p a t a s o s

Z a p a ta so s !  Z a p a ta so s !  Z a p a ta s o s !  Z a p a ta so s !

M e x ic o / M e jic o

B lu e  o c e a n s , b ro w n  s k in , w h ite  sk in , a n d  b lu e  s k ie s , c o lo rfu l d o lla rs  a n d  sh in y  p e s o s . 

T h e  oh  so  b e a u tifu l la n d  th a t  p ic tu re s  a n d  c o m m e rc ia ls  show .

A A H ! (re s t)

T h e  o c e a n  w a v e s  th a t so u n d , n e a r  th e  c ru ise  sh ip s  a n d  g o ld e n  sun .

A m e r ic a / C o rp o ra te  A m e r ic a

T h o s e  s a m e  w a v e s  a re  c ra s h in g  h e re , lik e  b a re  fe e t on  a sp h a lt.

T h e  tru e d  so u n d  o f  p e o p le  ru n n in g  to  a r r iv e  in  A m e ric a .

B a re fo o t in  th e  la n d  w h e re  d re a m s  c o m e  tru e .

P e o p le  le a v e  th e re  o w n  c o u n try  

( s to m p in g )

A  c o u n try  w ith o u t e d u c a tio n ,

N o  jo b s ,  n o  m o n e y , n o  fo o d .

T h e  P o lit ic s  o f  M e x ic o

M e x ic o  h a s  b ee n  c o n tro lle d  b y  th e  P R I fo r  th e  la s t 75  y ea rs .

P o lit ic a l P a r ty  P R I h a s  ta k e n  u lt im a te  co n tro l.

P R ls  w o rk  in g ia n t p a la c e s  th a t a re  b u il t  to  re e l in  m e m b e rs  o f  h ig h  s o c ie ty  to  w o rk  

A s  u n d e rc o v e r  o f f ic ia ls  a c tin g  as  th e y  a re  w o rk in g  fo r  th e  p e o p le  o f  M ex ic o .

M en  sh o u t o n  p o d iu m s , “ W e w a n t to  s a v e  M e x c ic o !”

W o rk in g  fo r  th e  s y s te m . W o rk in g  fo r  th e  S y s te m , W o rk in g  fo r  th e  sy s te m  A n d  

p o c k e tin g  $

M e x ic o 's  s e c o n d  to  la s t p re s id e n t b e c a m e  a  m ill io n a ire  fo r  th e  so -c a l le d  jo b  o f  

“ S a v in g  th e  M e x ic a n o s !”

“ O h  n o , I a m  n o t a  m i ll io n a ire .”

M e a n w h ile  C h ia p a s , th e  th ird  la rg e s t p ro d u c e r  o f  a g r ic u ltu re  c o n tin u e s  r e c e iv in g  

n o th in g  fo r  th e  e n d le s s  e ffo r ts  o f  la b o r

H ere  in  th is  p a r t o f  M e x ic o , 3 4 %  o f  in h a b ita n ts  a re  il l i te ra te  6 5 %  h a v e  n o t c o m p le te d  

th e ir  p r im a ry  e d u c a tio n .

S ta te  d w e ll in g s  la c k  e le c tr ic ity , d ra in a g e , s a n ita ry  se rv ic e s .

2 2 %  o f  th e  w o rk in g  p o p u la tio n  re c e iv e s  n o  in c o m e  (4 X )

N e a rly  4 0 %  re c e iv e s  le ss  th a n  $ 2 .0 0  a d ay  

P e r  day

T h e  M e x ic a n  P a la c e  o f  O ff ic ia ls  b e c o m e s  la rg e  w h ile  th e se  # ’s in c re a se .

T h e  P a la c e  is  g ro w in g  in  m o n e y , m o n e y , m o n e y  

W h ile  th e  p e o p le  a re  g ro w in g  fa tte r , fa tte r , a n d  fa tte r  

M e x ic o ’s P o lit ic ia n s  h a v e  b e c o m e  u n d e rc o v e r  

ro b b e rs /th ie v e s /s m u g g le rs /a n d  c r im in a ls .

N o b o d y  ca n  s to p  th e m .

N o b o d y  ca n  see  it b e c a u se  th e re , n o b o d y  see s .

W h y  D o n ’t T h in g s  c h a n g e ?

P o lit ic ian s  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  ig n o ra n c e  c a u se d  b y  th e  il l i te ra c y  th a t they  

h e lp e d  c rea te .

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t s p e c if ic a l ly  k n o w s  th a t p o o r  p e o p le  d o n ’t k n o w  th e  rea l s itu a tio n . 

T h e  p o p u la tio n  b e l ie v e s  w h a t p o li t ic ia n s  te ll.

G o v e rn m e n t o f f ic ia ls  ru n n in g  fo r  o ff ic e  h a n d  o u t g u m  a n d  c a n d y  to  v o te rs .

IC h ic le t, C h ic le t , si v o ta n  p a ra  e l p re s id e n te  d e  P R I  

T h e  p e o p le  a c c e p t th is  g a rb a g e  b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  ig n o ra n ce .

T h e  la ck  a w a re n e ss , T h e  la c k  o f  e d u c a tio n , th e  la ck  o f  $  to  b u y  a  n e w s p a p e r  

W h o  w ill c h a n g e  it?

T h e  Z a p a tis ta  m o v e m e n t

T h e  Z a p a tis ta  m o v e m e n t is a  p e a c e fu l e f fo r t b y  a rm e d  p eo p le .

A rtic le  3 9  o f  th e  p o li t ic a l  c o n s ti tu tio n  o f  th e  U n ite d  M e x ic a n  S ta tes  

d e c la re s  th a t p e o p le  h a v e  th e  r ig h t to  c h a n g e  th e  g o v e rn m e n t.

Y et c o r ru p tio n  h a s  n o t a l lo w e d  a n y  ch a n g :

T e llev o  a la  c r a c e l / I w ill ta k e  y o u  to  ja il

T e p ag o  c in c o  m il p e so s , v e te ! /I  w ill p a y  y o u  5 0 0 0  p e s o s , n o w  go!

T e m a to ! /1  w ill k il l  you !

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t fe a rs  th e  M e x ic a n  p e o p le

T h a t is w h y  y o u  see  so  m a n y  s o ld ie rs , s o ld ie rs , s o ld ie rs , a n d  p o lic e , 

p o lic e  e v e ry w h e re  y o u  tu rn .

Z a p a tis ta s  a re  f ig h t in g  fo r  a  d e m o c ra tic  c h a n g e  in  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  M ex ic o . 

Z a p a tis ta s  a re  f ig h t in g  fo r  l ib e r ty  a n d  ju s t ic e  fo r  th e  m a jo rity .

Z a p a tis ta s  a n d  th e ir  c u r re n t le ad e r, S u b c o m a n d a n te  M a rc o  w ill c o n tin u e  to  f ig h t.

T h e y  w ill o n e  d a y  a t ta in  f re e d o m , d e m o c ra c y , a n d  ju s tic e .

T ie rra  y  lib e r ta d -V iv a  Z a p a ta .



M o r e  P e o p l e  O n  B i k e s !

C L A M O R  t a l k s  w i t h  f o l k s  f r o m  T h e  B i k e  C l u b  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n

D o  y o u  d e s p a i r  a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  t a k ­

i n g  y o u r  b i k e  t o  a  s h o p ,  p a y i n g  t o o  

m u c h  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  c o u l d  p r o b ­

a b l y  f i g u r e  o u t  h o w  t o  d o  i f  y o u  h a d  

t h e  c h a n c e ,  a c c e s s  t o  t o o l s ,  a n d  a  

s p a c e  t o  d o  s o  t h a t  w a s n ’ t  i n t i m i d a t ­

i n g ?

T h e  B ik e  C lu b  is  a  b ik e  w o r k s h o p  a n d  b i ­

c y c l e  l e n d i n g  l i b r a r y  in  t h e  b a s e m e n t  o f  a  

h o u s e  in  N E  P o r t l a n d .  E v e r y  S u n d a y  th e y  o p e n  

i t  u p  a n d  h a v e  a  d a y  w h e r e  a n y o n e  is  w e lc o m e  

to  c o m e  a n d  u s e  t o o l s ,  b o o k s  a n d  g e t  a  l i t t l e  

h e l p  f i x i n g  u p  t h e i r  b ik e .  I t ’s  a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i n ­

s p i r e s  th e  h e l l  o u t  o f  m e  a n d  is  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  

t r e n d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  th e  B ik e  C h u r c h  in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a ,  t h e  b i c y c l e  l e n d in g  l i b r a r y  a n d  f r e e -  

s h o p  in  O a k l a n d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Y e l l o w  B ik e  

P r o j e c t .

T h e  B ik e  C lu b  is  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  to  

t a k e  a n  id e a  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a n d  d o  it . I t c a n  b e  

t h a t  s im p l e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  th i s  s o r t  o f  c a s u a l  d i ­

r e c t  a c t i o n  a l s o  f i t s  in t o  l a r g e r  t r e n d s  w i th i n  

v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  r i g h t  n o w  t o w a r d s  d i r e c t  

g r a s s r o o t s  a c t iv i ty .  T h a t  g r a s s r o o t s  e n e r g y  a n d  

t h o s e  id e a s  a r e  g e t t i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  

i n t o  th e  s t r e e t s  a n d  h a v e  to  b e  r e a l i z e d  in  o u r  

e v e r y d a y  l i v e s ,  a n d  p r o j e c t s  l i k e  th i s  a r e  o n e  

w a y  o f  d o i n g  th a t .

T h i s  i n t e r v i e w  a d d r e s s e s  h o w  to  t a k e  y o u r  

id e a ,  h a v e  f u n  a n d  s e e  t h a t  i t  c a r r i e s  o u t  y o u r  

i d e a l s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  p o s i t i v e  

c h a n g e .  I t e x p l o r e s  th e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  t h a t  

h a p p e n s  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t a k i n g  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  

th i s  o n .  I t a l s o  t o u c h e s  o n  h o w  to  m a k e  y o u r  

p r o j e c t  s u s t a i n a b l e ,  a  p r o b l e m  t h a t  c a n  b e  a  

t r e m e n d o u s  h u r d le .  A n d  w h i l e  t h e r e  a r e n ’t  n e c ­

e s s a r i l y  a n y  a n s w e r s  o f f e r e d ,  I t h i n k  t h e  p e r ­

s p e c t iv e  t h a t  is  i l l u m i n a t e d  is  a n  im p o r t a n t  o n e .

It s e e m s  l i k e  th e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  I c o n ­

s i d e r  m y s e l f  a  p a r t  o f  a l l  h a v e  a  f e w  c o m m o n  

th r e a d s  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n ­

s c i o u s n e s s  t h e s e  d a y s ;  g a r d e n s ,  b i c y c l e s ,  

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  a u t o n o m y ,  j u s t  to  n a m e  a  

f e w . I t ’s n o t  a l l  b r a n d  n e w , b u t  I f e e l  l i k e  t h e r e  

h a s  b e e n  a n  u p s u r g e  in  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  

a m a z i n g  p r o j e c t s  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s .

T h e  B ik e  C lu b  is  o n e  o f  t h o s e  p r o j e c t s .  

H e a t h e r ,  M ik e ,  P e te  a n d  R a k i  w e r e  in t e r v i e w e d  

f o r  C L A M O R  b y  J o h n  G e r k e n

A g o o d  p l a c e  to  s t a r t  m i g h t  b e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  h o w  th i s  c a m e  to  b e .

H e a t h e r :  I t h i n k  T h e  B ik e  C lu b  c a m e  to  b e  o v e r  

a  S c r a b b l e  g a m e  in  th e  r a i n ,  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  a  

m o n t h  a f t e r  M ik e  m o v e d  o u t  h e r e  f r o m  P h i l a ­

d e l p h ia .  I ’d  b e e n  l i v in g  h e r e  a t  1 9 Ih S t r e e t  f o r  

a  f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  M ik e  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  s t u f f  

to  g e t  i n v o l v e d  w i th  a n d  I w a s  w a n t i n g  to  d o  

s o m e t h i n g  w i th  th i s  s p a c e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  in  th e  

b a s e m e n t .  I t ’s a  p r e t ty  a m a z in g  s p a c e  a n d  th e r e  

w a s  j u s t  a  h u g e  m o u n t a i n  o f  b i k e s  t h a t  w e r e  

k n o t t e d  u p  to g e t h e r  a n d  w e r e n ’t r u n n in g .  P e t e  

a n d  I h a d  b e e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  

to o ;  w e  m o s t l y  j u s t  w a n t e d  to  g e t  th e  b ik e s  

r u n n in g  a n d  th e n  c l e a r  o u t  th e  s p a c e  t o  s e e  w h a t  

w e  c o u l d  d o  w i th  it. S o  M ik e  a n d  I p r o b a b l y  

c l e a n e d  t h e  b a s e m e n t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  tw o  m o n t h s .  

A n d  th e n ,  o n c e  t h a t  h a p p e n e d . . .

M ik e :  I t h i n k  o n c e  w e  h a d  t h e  b i k e s  a l l  h a n g ­

in g  o n  h o o k s  in  a  c l e a r  s p a c e ,  w h a t  s h o u ld  h a p ­

p e n  n e x t  j u s t  k in d  o f  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f .

H e a t h e r :  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  r e a l l y  

d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  w h e n  w e  s a i d ,  “ W h a t  t h e  f u c k  

a r e  w e  d o i n g ? ”  T h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  c o n v e r ­

s a t i o n s  e v e r y  w e e k  a s k i n g  w h a t  e x a c t l y  a r e  

w e  t r y i n g  t o  c r e a t e  h e r e ?  W e  k n e w  t h a t  w e  

w a n t e d  to  w o r k  o n  b i k e s ,  w e  k n e w  t h a t  w e  

w a n t e d  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o  w o r k  o n  b i k e s  a n d  

w e  k n e w  t h a t  w e  w a n t e d  p e o p l e  t o  c o m e  d o  

i t  w i t h  u s .

P e te :  B a s i c a l l y  w h a t  is  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th i s  

s p a c e  a n d  w h a t  is  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  u s  f i x i n g  u p  

t h e s e  b i k e s ,  a n d  o n c e  w e  h a v e  th e m  f ix e d  u p  

w h a t  a r e  w e  g o i n g  to  d o  w i t h  t h e m ?  W e  d e f i ­

n i t e l y  t h r e w  a r o u n d  a  l o t  o f  i d e a s  a n d  th e  o n e  

t h a t  s e e m e d  to  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  s e n s e  w a s  to  

h a v e  a  l e n d in g  l i b r a r y .  I t m a d e  s e n s e  t o  m e  

j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  t r a v e l e r s  c o m ­

in g  th r o u g h  P o r t l a n d ,  a n d  p e o p l e  g e t  b i k e s  s t o ­

le n ,  p e o p l e ’s  b i k e s  b r e a k  d o w n  . . .  a l s o ,  i f  w e  

c r e a t e  a  s p a c e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  c a n  j u s t  c o m e  a n d  

w o r k  o n  t h e i r  b i k e s  a n d  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  b o o k s  

a b o u t  h o w  to  f i x  b i k e s ,  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  h a v e  a c ­

c e s s  t o  t o o l s  a n d  p a r t s ,  p e o p l e  c a n  b e  s o r t  o f  

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  b i k e  

s h o p s  t o  d o  it .

H e a t h e r :  T h a t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  w h e r e  a  lo t  o f  m y  

d e s i r e  c a m e  f r o m .  I h a d n ’t  h a d  a  b ik e  f o r  a 

w h i l e ,  b u t  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  I w a s  r i d i n g  m y  b ik e  

e v e r y w h e r e  a n d  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h o w  it w a s  r u n ­

n in g  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e .  I w a s  t a k i n g  m o r e  

o f  a n  i n t e r e s t  in  l e a r n i n g  h o w  to  d o  t h a t  b y



m y s e l f .  B u t  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  h a r d  t o  g e t  p e o p l e  t o  

s h o w  m e  h o w  to  d o  i t  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  o v e r b e a r ­

in g ,  t o  g i v e  m e  g u i d a n c e  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  o v e r  

a n d  b e i n g  p u s h y .  I  w a s  i n s e c u r e  b e c a u s e  I 

d i d n ’t k n o w  w h a t  I w a s  d o in g .  I t h i n k  a  lo t  o f  

p e o p l e  a r e  l i k e  t h a t ,  th e y  w a n t  t o  k n o w  h o w  to  

w o r k  o n  t h e i r  b i k e s  b u t  i t ’s  h a r d  w h e n  y o u  

d o n ’t  r e a l l y  k n o w  w h e r e  t o  b e g i n  a n d  y o u  f e e l  

l i k e  y o u  s h o u l d  k n o w . I w a n t e d  to  c r e a t e  a  

s p a c e  w h e r e  I f e l t  c o m f o r t a b l e  t o  f u c k  u p  a s  

m u c h  a s  I w a n t e d  to ,  o r  a s  m u c h  a s  I e n d e d  u p  

f u c k i n g  u p .  A n d  w h e r e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  f e l t  c o m ­

f o r t a b l e  d o i n g  t h a t  to o .

T h a t  s  o n e  t h i n g  I  t h i n k  y o u  h a v e  d o n e .  I t ’s  n o t  

a n  i n t i m i d a t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  to  c o m e  d o  s o m e ­

th i n g  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  n o t  k n o w  h o w  to  d o  a t  

a l l .

M ik e :  I t ’s  p r e t t y  c o o l  b e c a u s e  n o n e  o f  u s  r e ­

a l ly  k n e w  w h a t  w e  w e r e  d o in g .  A n d  o b v i o u s l y  

w e ’r e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g .  I t ’s  a  c o o l  t h i n g  w h e n  

p e o p l e  c o m e  in  w i th  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  t h e y  s a y ,  

" I  d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  to  f i x  t h i s . ”  A n d  w e ’r e  l i k e ,  

“ Y e a h ,  w e  d o n ’t k n o w  h o w  to  f ix  t h a t  e i t h e r . ”  

A n d  th e n  w e  b u s t  o u t  t h e  b o o k s ,  a n d  w e  j u s t  

p o o l  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a k e  i t  h a p p e n .  W h i c h  is  

p r e t t y  m u c h  t h e  c o o l e s t  t h i n g  in  th e  w o r l d  a s  

f a r  a s  I ’m  c o n c e r n e d .

H e a t h e r :  T h a t ’s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n c r e d ­

ib l e  t h i n g s  t o  l e a r n  i s  t h a t  i t ’s  j u s t  s o  m u c h  

e a s i e r  t o  t a c k l e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  k n o w  n o t h ­

in g  a b o u t  w i t h  s o m e b o d y  w h o  k n o w s  a s  l i t t l e  

a s  y o u  d o .  J u s t  h a v i n g  s o m e o n e  t h e r e  t o  p l u g  

th r o u g h  it  w i th  y o u ,  i t ’s  a m a z i n g  w h a t  p e o p l e  

c a n  l e a r n  i f  t h e y  j u s t  g o  a t  i t  t o g e t h e r .

A n d  w h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  w e  d i d n ’t h a v e  to o l s .  

T h e r e  w a s  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  

l i t t l e  b i k e  a n g e l s  s h o w i n g  u p ,  l i k e  w e ’d  g o  

d o w n  in  th e  s h o p  a n d  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  s ta n d  

th e r e .

M ik e :  W e ’v e  h a d  a m a z i n g  d o n a t io n s .

A n d  t h a t ’s a m w  y o u ’v e  g o t t e n  m o s t  o f  y o u r  

s t u f f !

M ik e :  Y e s .

H e a t h e r :  I t ’s  a l w a y s  e a s y  to  g e t  b ik e s  d o n a t e d .  

T h e r e  a r e  b i k e s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t ’s  t h e  

o t h e r  f o r c e  b e h i n d  th i s  p r o j e c t  is  t h a t  w e  w e r e  

s e e i n g  b i k e s  t r a s h e d  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  e v e r y w h e r e .

P e te :  O r  in  p e o p l e ’s  b a s e m e n t s .

H e a t h e r :  W e  j u s t  s t a r t e d  b y  g e t t i n g  in  t h e  v a n ,  

o r  M ik e  s a y i n g  “ I f o u n d  a  p i l e  o f  b i k e s  o n  th e  

s id e  o f  t h e  r o a d  a n d  I p i c k e d  th e m  u p .”  B u t  

p a r t s  a n d  t o o l s  a n d  t h e  s t a n d s  a n d  s t u f f  s h o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c q u i r e  th a n  th e y  

r e a l l y  w e r e .

M ik e :  W e ’v e  h a d  a  f e w  g o o d  f u n d r a i s e r s ,  o n e  

r u m m a g e  s a l e  a n d  a  o n e - y e a r  a n n i v e r s a r y  p o t -  

lu c k / r a f f l e / s h o w .

H e a t h e r :  A n d  t h a t  w a s  a  b r e a k t h r o u g h  b e c a u s e  

t h e  y a r d  s a l e  w a s  s o  m u c h  w o r k .  S o  i t  w a s  r e ­

a l l y  a w e s o m e  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  r e a l l y  a l l  w e  h a d  

to  d o  w a s  t h r o w  a  p a r t y  t o  r a i s e  s o m e  m o n e y .  

G i v e  a w a y  s o m e  b e e r  a n d  a s k  f o r  d o n a t io n s  

f o r  it .

S o  s o m e o n e  t h a t  j u s t  w a lk s  i n  h e r e ,  s h o w s  u p  

h e r e  o n  S u n d a y ,  w h a t  d o  t h e y  g e t ?  W h a t ’s  

a v a i l a b l e ?

H e a t h e r :  I t  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  t h e y ’r e  lo o k i n g  

fo r .

M ik e :  S o m e w h e r e  a r o u n d  f i f t e e n  b i k e s  a r e  a l ­

w a y s  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  g iv e  o r  t a k e  a  f e w . D e ­

p e n d i n g  o n  h o w  m a n y  w e  h a v e ,  th o s e  a r e  a v a i l ­

a b l e .

H e a t h e r :  S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  b i k e s  t o  l e n d  

o u t ,  s o m e t i m e s  a l l  t h e  b i k e s  a r e  in .

M ik e :  S u m m e r ’s  b e e n  a  l i t t l e  c r a z y  th a t  w a y , 

t h e  l a s t  f e w  w e e k s  a l l  t h e  b i k e s  a r e  o u t .  M o r e  

t h a n  a n y t h i n g  I t h i n k  p e o p l e  u s e  i t  a s  s h o p  

s p a c e .  I t h i n k  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  c o m e  

b y  d o  s o  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e i r  b ik e s .

S o  w h a t  s  t h e  s y s t e m  t h a t  y o u  ’v e  g o t  n o w ?  A n d  

i s  i t  w o r k i n g  w e l l ?

M ik e :  W e ’v e  g o t  a  c h a l k b o a r d  w h i c h  l i s t s  a l l  

t h e  l i b r a r y  b i k e s  a n d  w e ’v e  g o t  a  n o t e b o o k  s o  

y o u  c a n  s ig n  y o u r  n a m e  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  

s i g n  u p  o n  t h e  b o a r d  s o  w h e n  p e o p l e  c o m e  in  

t h e y  c a n  s e e  r i g h t  a w a y  w h a t ’s  a v a i l a b l e .

H e a t h e r :  W e  a s k  f o r  a  f i v e  d o l l a r  d e p o s i t  t h a t ’s  

r e f u n d a b l e  i f  t h e  b i k e  c o m e s  b a c k  w i t h i n  a  

w e e k  a n d  i f  i t  c o m e s  b a c k  in  t h e  s a m e  s h a p e .  

T h e  s y s t e m  w o r k s  p r e t t y  w e l l .

T h a t  m i g h t  b e  a  c o o l  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  f i v e  d o l l a r s  

p l u s  a n  h o u r  o f  c o m i n g  in  a n d j u s t  w o r k in g  o n  

s o m e  b ik e .

P e te :  I d e a l ly ,  y o u  t r y  t o  c o n v e y  t h a t  t o  p e o p l e .  

B u t  i t ’s  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  h o w  m u c h  e f f o r t  d o  w e  

w a n t  t o  p u t  in  t o  m a k in g  s u r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  c o m e  

a n d  d o  t h e i r  t i m e ?  W e  j u s t  d o  th i s  f o r  f u n ,  a n d  

w e  w a n t  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s e r v i c e  f o r  p e o p l e .  I t ’s  

r e a l l y  h a r d  t o  e n f o r c e  t h a t ,  t o  c a l l  u p  p e o p l e  

w h o  a r e  m a y b e  in  t o w n  f o r  a  m o n t h  a n d  d o n ’t 

r e a l l y  h a v e  a  p h o n e  n u m b e r  t h a t ’s  s t e a d y ,  to  

t r y  t o  t r a c k  th e m  d o w n  a n d  s a y ,  “ H e y  y o u  

h a v e n ’t  c o m e  e v e r y  S u n d a y  to  g i v e  a n  h o u r  

w o r t h  o f  w o r k . ”

M ik e :  O n e  t h i n g  w e  f i g u r e d  o u t  t o o  is  th e  

p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  to  d o n a t e  t i m e  a r e  g o in g  

to  d o n a t e  t i m e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  

b o r r o w i n g  a  b ik e  o r  n o t .  1 t h i n k  w e ’v e  f o u n d



i t  w o r k s  o u t  a  lo t  b e t t e r  f o r  u s  i f  w e  d o n ’t g i v e  

i t  t o o  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  p r e t t y  m u c h  

o u t  o f  o u r  h a n d s .  W h e n  w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  o u t  w e  

w e r e  t r y i n g  to  b e  p r e t t y  h a r d c o r e  a b o u t  t h a t  

e x c h a n g e ,  i f  s o m e o n e  w o u l d  b o r r o w  a  b ik e  to  

p u t  s o m e  t i m e  in .  B u t  t h e n  t h a t  j u s t  t o o k  u p  

to o  m u c h  e n e rg y .  A n d  i t  w o r k s  i t s e l f  o u t .  I t ’s  

b e e n  a  c o n t i n u a l  l e a r n in g  p r o c e s s  f o r  h o w  to  

m a k e  i t  w o r k  s m o o t h l y  a n d  m a k e  i t  a  p o s i t i v e  

e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l  i n v o l v e d .

H e a t h e r :  I t ’s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  

c o m e  h e l p  o u t  b e c a u s e  e v e r y b o d y  h a s  d i f f e r ­

e n t  l e v e l s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  a l m o s t  t a k e s  m o r e  

t i m e  f o r  u s  t o  s h o w  p e o p l e  h o w  to  w o r k  o n  

t h i n g s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  g r e a t  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  r e ­

a l l y  a r e  t r u l y  m o t i v a t e d  to  l e a r n  h o w  to  w o r k  

o n  b ik e s .

B u t  i t  s  n o t  l i k e  a  f r e e  b ik e  s h o p ,  y o u  c a n ' t  j u s t  

c o m e  h e r e  a n d  g e t  s t u f f  f i x e d .

H e a t h e r :  Y e a h ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  c o n f u s i o n .  A  

lo t  o f  p e o p l e  a t  th e  b e g i n n in g  w o u ld  b r in g  t h e i r  

b i k e s  b y  a n d  w a n t e d  u s  t o  w o r k  o n  th e m .  N o w  

I t h i n k  w e ’v e  j u s t  g o t t e n  i n t o  t h e  h a b i t  o f  s a y ­

i n g ,  “ W e ’r e  n o t  a  b i k e  s h o p ,  w e  p r o v i d e  a  

s p a c e ,  w e  c a n  c h i m e  in  i f  y o u  n e e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  

o f  h e l p . ”  T h e  id e a  is  t h a t  p e o p l e  s h o u ld  c o m e  
r e a d y  to  t a k e  o n  t h e i r  o w n  p r o j e c t s .

M ik e :  A n d  g iv e n  th a t ,  I ’d  s a y  a  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  

o u r  t i m e  is  s p e n t  w o r k i n g  w i th  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  

W e  d o n ’t  j u s t  s a y ,  “ S ta y  a w a y ! ”  W e  d e f i n i t e l y  

w o r k  w i th  p e o p l e  o n  s tu f f .

D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e r e  m i g h t  s o o n  b e  a n  e f f o r t  to  

m a k e  th i s  m o r e  o f  a n  o r g a n i z e d  t h i n g ?

P e te :  I f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  w a s  t h e r e  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  

i t  l i k e  th a t .  I t is  p r e t t y  o r g a n i z e d ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  

is  i t  s e e m s  p r e t t y  f a r f e t c h e d  to  h a v e  it  b e c o m e  

a n  i n s t i t u t i o n .

T h a t ’s  w h a t  I  w a s  g e t t i n g  a t ,  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e ­

tw e e n  th i s  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  m o r e  o f  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n .

M ik e :  I  t h i n k  e i t h e r  w a y  i t ’s  a  to u g h  th i n g  f o r  

a  p e r s o n  to  j u s t  c o m e  a n d  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  

j o i n i n g  u p  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s .  

W e ’r e  a l l  g o o d  f r i e n d s  h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t ’s g o t  to  

b e  a  w e i r d  t h i n g .  T h a t ’s  w h e r e  I f e e l  l i k e  s o m e

o f  i t ’s  o n  u s  t o  m a k e  o u r s e l v e s  m o r e  a c c e s ­

s ib l e ,  s o m e h o w .  A t  l e a s t  i n  m y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n y  

g r o u p s  t h a t  I ’v e  g o n e  to  c h e c k  o u t  a t  a  m e e t ­

in g  o r  s o m e t h in g ,  i t ’s  p r e t t y  w e i r d  to  g o  in  th e r e  

a n d  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  h a n g i n g  o u t  f o r  

w e e k s  a n d  w e e k s .  I t ’s  i n t i m i d a t i n g  e v e n  i f  i t ’s 

t h e  n i c e s t  p e o p l e  in  t h e  w o r ld .

H e a t h e r :  A n d  w e ’v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  is  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  i t ’s c o n s i s ­

t e n t l y  f u n  f o r  u s .  R e a l l y  i f  w e  w a n t e d  to  m a k e  

i t  m o r e  s u s t a in a b le  a n d  m a k e  i t  m o r e  o r g a n i z e d  

a n d  m a k e  i t  m o r e  o f  a  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  i t  w o u ld  

t a k e  m o r e  e f f o r t  o n  o u r  p a r t s .  I t  w o u l d  t a k e  

m o r e  t h a n  a  S u n d a y .  I t  w o u ld  t a k e  p l a n n i n g  

m e e t i n g s  a n d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  a n d  th e  b o t t o m  

l i n e  is  p r e t t y  m u c h  w e  h a v e  S u n d a y s  t o  o f f e r .

M ik e :  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e ’v e  b e e n  d o i n g  i t  a  y e a r  

a n d  a  h a l f  is  p r e t t y  w i l d  t o  m e ,  j u s t  b e c a u s e  

w e  d i d n ’t  r e a l l y  h a v e  a  r e a l  c l e a r  a g e n d a .  T h a t ’s 

p r e t t y  y o u n g  a s  f a r  a s  a n y t h i n g ’s  r e a l l y  c o n ­

c e r n e d  a n d  I f e e l  l i k e  i t  h a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  g o t t e n  

b e t te r .  S o  I ’m  p r e t t y  c o n f i d e n t  i t  w i l l  g r o w  in to  

w h a t e v e r  i t ’s  g o in g  to  b e c o m e ,  b u t  I ’m  n o t  s u r e  

e x a c t l y  w h e n  o r  w h a t  f o r m .  B u t  it  w i l l  h a p ­

p e n .  T h i s  c o m p a r e d  to  e v e n  s ix  m o n t h s  a g o  is  

q u i t e  a  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e ,  I t h i n k .  I t ’s  j u s t  a  p r e t t y  

s lo w  p a c e ,  w h i c h  is  c o o l .  I ’m  n o t  in  a  h u r r y .

H e a t h e r :  I t ’s  a l s o  l i m i t i n g  to  b e  d o i n g  s o m e ­

th i n g  l i k e  t h i s  o u t  o f  a  h o m e .

T h a t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  o n e  o f  m y  q u e s t i o n s  is  h o w  

t h a t  is , to  h a v e  t h a t  b e  a  p a r t  o f  y o u r  o w n  p e r ­

s o n a l  s p a c e .

P e te :  I t ’s  i n t e r e s t i n g  j u s t  b e c a u s e  y o u  g e t  k id s  

c o m i n g  o v e r ,  l i k e  y o u  g e t  o f f  o f  w o r k  a n d  

t h e r e ’s a  k i d  s h o w i n g  u p  a t  y o u r  d o o r  o n  a  

T h u r s d a y  n ig h t  s a y in g ,  “ F ix  m y  b ik e !  M y  t i r e ’s 

f l a t ! ”  I t ’s  a l m o s t  k in d  o f  s u r r e a l ,  I ’v e  j u s t  b e e n  

l i f t i n g  l u m b e r  a l l  d a y  a n d  t h e n  t h e r e ’s s o m e  

r u d e  t e n  y e a r - o l d  a t  th e  b a c k  d o o r  l o o k i n g  f o r  

s o m e t h i n g  b e c a u s e  h e  h e a r d  t h a t  t h i s  h o u s e  is  

a  b ik e  s h o p .  B u t  a g a in ,  i f  w e  w a n t e d  th i s  to  

b e c o m e  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  w e  c o u l d  f i n d  a  s p a c e  

to  d o  th a t .

H e a t h e r :  I t s o m e t im e s  p o s e s  c h a l l e n g e s  to  h a v e  

i t  o u t  o f  a  h o m e  b u t  I  l i k e  t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  i t .  I 

l i k e  t h a t  w e  o p e n  u p  o u r  b a c k y a r d .  I t h i n k  i t ’s  

g o o d  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  o p e n  u p  o u r  b a c k ­

y a r d  a n d  b e  t h e r e  e v e r y  

w e e k  d o in g  s o m e t h i n g  f u n  

a n d  p r o d u c t i v e .

S o  d o  y o u  g e t  a  l o t  o f  

p e o p l e  f r o m  th i s  n e i g h b o r ­

h o o d  c o m in g  b y ?

M ik e :  M o s t l y  k id s ,  y o u n g  

k id s .

H e a t h e r :  T h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  

o u r  m a j o r  d e b a t e s  a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  to o ;  d o  w e  r e a l ly  

w a n t  t o  d o  th i s  p r o j e c t  j u s t  

f o r  p u n k  k id s  o r  d o  w e  w a n t

to  o p e n  i t  u p  a n d  i n v o l v e  m o r e  p e o p l e  o f  d i f ­

f e r e n t  b a c k g r o u n d s ?

M ik e :  I t h i n k  w i th  t h a t  t o o  i t  w i l l  b e  a n o t h e r  

t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  s lo w ly .  I m e a n ,  w e  c a n ’t 

h a n d l e  m o r e  th a n  th e  p u n k  k id s  a n d  t h e  n e i g h ­

b o r h o o d  k id s  r i g h t  n o w . B u t  o n c e  w e  g e t  t o  a  

p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e r e ’s  m o r e  p e o p l e ,  h o p e f u l l y  

w e ’ l l  b e  a b l e  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s c o p e  a  l i t t l e .

I  t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  to o  is  t h a t  w e  a l l  h a v e  a  

b u n c h  o f  o t h e r  s t u f f  t h a t  g o e s  o n  in  o u r  l i v e s  

to o .  T h i s  is  m y  e v e r y  S u n d a y ,  I lo v e  i t ,  b u t  

t h a t ’s a l l  I c a n  r e a l l y  g iv e  t o  i t .  S o  t h a t ’s  l i m ­

i t e d  t o  a  d e g r e e  to o  b e c a u s e  w e  a l l  d o  h a v e  

o t h e r  s t u f f  g o i n g  o n .

1  w a n t e d  to  a s k  t h a t ,  w h a t  c o m p r o m is e s  y o u  

c o u l d  f o r e s e e  in  m a k i n g  th i s  m o r e  o f  a n  i n s t i ­

tu t io n .  A n d  I  c a n  h e a r  t h a t  p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  in  

w h a t  y o u  'r e  s a y i n g  a b o u t  i t  a s  s o m e t h i n g  f u n ,  

a n d  i t  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  t h a t  in  a  l o t  o f  r e a l l y  

p o s i t i v e  w a y s ,  b u t  a t  th e  c o r e  o f  i t  i t s  j u s t  s o m e ­

t h i n g  y o u  w a n t e d  to  d o  t h a t  i s  f u n .

P e te :  I t ’s  h a r d  to  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  r e ­

a l l y  t r y  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  p e o p l e  o r  w h a te v e r .  I 

f e e l  l i k e  I ’m  o p e n i n g  u p  m y  h o u s e ,  i t ’s a  r e ­

s o u r c e  t h a t  is  h e r e ,  w e  h a v e  a l l  k i n d s  o f  t o o l s  

a n d  p a r t s  a n d  b o o k s  a n d  s o m e  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  

s o m e t i m e s  I a m  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I j u s t  w a n t  t o  h e l p  

s o m e b o d y  g e t  t h e i r  b i k e  r u n n i n g  g r e a t .  B u t  o n  

o t h e r  d a y s ,  I j u s t  c a n ’t. A n d  I d o n ’t  w a n t  t h a t  

p r e s s u r e  o f  h a v i n g  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  th e  

c o m m u n i t y  t o  d o  th a t .  B u t  I t h i n k  i t ’s  g r e a t  i f  

i t  i s  h e l p i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h a t ’s  o b v i o u s l y  

p a r t  o f  it b u t  th e  u n d e r l y i n g  t h i n g  f o r  m e  is  

t h a t  I ’m  l e a r n i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  t h a t  i t ’s  fu n .

M ik e :  1 t h i n k  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  it b e i n g  f u n  a n d  

th e n  th e  p o s i t i v e  t h i n g s  t h a t  c o m e  o f  i t ,  i t ’s  a l l  

k in d  o f  t h e  s a m e  d e a l .  I t ’s  f u n  to  m e  b e c a u s e  

o f  th e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  k i d s  t h a t  c o m e  b y , a n d  

b e c a u s e  I c a n  s h o w  s o m e o n e  h o w  to  d o  s o m e ­

t h i n g  o r  l e a r n  h o w  to  d o  s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  s o m e ­

b o d y .  T h a t ’s  w h y  i t ’s  f u n ;  i t ’s  n o t  s e p a r a t e .  I 

h a v e  f u n  th r o u g h  t h e  w h o le  p r o c e s s  o f  i t .  E v ­

e r y  s t e p  o f  i t  i s  p r e t t y  e n j o y a b l e  e v e n  i f  i t ’s 

k in d  o f  t e r r i b l e .  T h e  s t r u g g l e s  a r e  k in d  o f  f u n  

a s  w e l l ,  i n  a  w e i r d  s o r t  o f  w a y ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  a  

l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .

P e te :  T h e r e  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  t i m e s  w h e r e  S u n ­

d a y  c o m e s  a r o u n d  a n d  I ’m  e x h a u s t e d  a l r e a d y  

f r o m  a  c r a z y  w e e k e n d ,  a n d  th e n  i t ’s  h e c t i c  h e r e  

a n d  I j u s t  t o t a l l y  a b a n d o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  I s t a r t e d  

in  th e  m o r n i n g  b e c a u s e  I ’m  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  o u t  

a n d  1 g e t  f r u s t r a t e d .  B u t  t h e n  I  u s u a l l y  c o m e  

a w a y  f r o m  i t  t h i n k i n g ,  “ W e l l ,  I l e a r n e d  a  b e t ­

t e r  w a y  to  d e a l  w i t h  y o u n g  k id s ,  o r  I l e a r n e d  

h o w  to  t e a c h  s o m e b o d y  h o w  to  d o  th i s ,  o r  I 

l e a r n e d  a  b e t t e r  w a y  to  d o  th i s  f o r  m y s e l f . ”

M ik e :  T h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e s  w h e r e  a t  1 1 :3 0  

S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  B ik e  C lu b  is  th e  l a s t  t h i n g  

in  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  I f e e l  l i k e  d o in g .  B u t  I ' l l  s t i l l  

c o m e ,  a n d  I ’ ll g e t  s t a r t e d  a n d  I ’ ll g e t  i n t o  i t  

a n d  I ’ ll l e a v e  a n d  b e  r e a l l y  g l a d  t h a t  I c a m e .

S o  w h a t  is  y o u r  d r e a m  s c e n a r i o  f o r  t h i s ?



M ik e :  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  w e ’r e  t o o  fa r .  E i g h t e e n  

b ik e s  in  a  b ik e  l i b r a r y ,  t h a t ’s  p r e t t y  c o o l ,  b u t  

th i s  s u m m e r ’s b e e n  a  r e a l  s h in in g  e x a m p le  t h a t  

t h a t ’s  n o w h e r e  n e a r  e n o u g h .

H e a t h e r :  I t ’s  h a r d  to  h a v e  a  d r e a m  b i g g e r  th a n  

th i s ,  w h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  c l e a n i n g  o u t  t h e  b a s e ­

m e n t  a n d  w e  h a v e  m e m b e r s h i p  c a r d s  n o w !

R a k i :  W h e n  I t e l l  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h i s ,  l i k e  I to ld  

m y  d a d  a n d  h e  w a s  l i k e ,  “ I w i s h  I h a d  t h a t ! ”  

I ’m  j u s t  t o t a l l y  im p r e s s e d  a n d  i t ’s  j u s t  a m a z ­

in g  to  m e  w i th  w h e r e  i t ’s a t .  A n d  i t ’s c o o l  t h a t  

i t ’s s o  g r a s s r o o t s  a n d  t h e r e ’s  n o  s h i t ,  l i k e  i f  it  

w a s  a  s h o p .  I t ’s  j u s t  h a n g i n g  o u t ,  t h e r e ’s n o  

b u r e a u c r a c y .

P e te :  M y  d r e a m  is  t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o  g e t  s o m e ­

t h i n g  o u t  o f  th i s  r e s o u r c e  w i l l  j u s t  r e s p e c t  it  

a n d  m a k e  s o m e  s o r t  o f  a n  a t t e m p t  to  g iv e  s o m e ­

t h i n g  b a c k  to  i t .  I g u e s s  y o u  j u s t  k in d  o f  h a v e  

to  c o m e  to  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  e v e n  i f  y o u ’r e  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  in  

y o u r  o w n  c o m m u n i t y ,  

l i k e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  t h e r e  

a r e  s o m e  g o o d  p e o p l e  

a n d  s o m e  b a d  p e o p l e .

A n d  s o m e  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  

g i v e  b a c k  a n d  s o m e  

a r e n ’t.

H e a t h e r :  T h a t ’s s o m e ­

t h i n g  w e ’v e  h a d  to  le a r n  

to o ,  is  h o w  to  f e e l  c o m ­

f o r t a b l e  e x p r e s s i n g  t h a t  

to  p e o p l e  w h e n  w e  g e t  le t  

d o w n .  M y  d r e a m  is  t h a t  

it w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  e x i s t i n g  

w i th  o r  w i t h o u t  u s .  T h a t  

m o r e  p e o p l e  w i l l  g e t  i n ­

v o lv e d .  I t  w o u l d  b e  n i c e  

t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  

e n o u g h  p e o p l e  in v o l v e d  

t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  s u s t a i n ­

a b l e .  I ’v e  g o t  a  l o t  o f  

i d e a s  f o r  h o w  t o  b u i l d  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  th a t ,  b u t  

l i k e  w e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  e a r l i e r ,  I d o n ’t  k n o w  i f  

w e  r e a l l y  h a v e  t h e  t i m e  o r  th e  e n e r g y  to  w o r k  

to w a r d s  t h a t .

I  f e e l  l i k e  I  s e e  t h a t  w i th  a  l o t  o f  p r o j e c t s ,  

e v e n  w h e n  th e y  ’r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r o o t e d  in  

j u s t  h a v i n g  f u n ,  l i k e  F o o d  N o t  B o m b s  o r  s o m e ­

th in g ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t h r e e  p e o p l e  d o ­

in g  a  t o n  o f  t h e  w o r k  a n d  w h e n  th e y  c a n ' t  

m a k e  it ,  o r  w h e n  th e y  ’r e  b u r n t  o u t  a f t e r  d o ­

i n g  i t  f o r  tw o  y e a r s ,  i t 's  g o i n g  to  e n d .  E v e n  

t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  w h o  

a r e  s u p p o r t i v e ,  a n d  th e y  s h o w  u p  b u t  m a y b e  

th e y  d o n ' t  f e e l  i n c l u d e d  o r  i n c l i n e d  to  k e e p  

g o in g .  W ith  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  r e a l l y  g r a s s r o o t s  

I  t h i n k  i t ’s  a  r e a l l y  h a r d  t h i n g  to  n e g o t i a t e  

th a t ,  f i g u r i n g  o u t  h o w  to  m a k e  t h a t  a c c e s s i b l e  

a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  f l e x i b l e  a n d  a c t u a l l y  s t i l l  

c o n t i n u e  w h e n  t h e  f e w  p e o p l e  w h o s e  p a s s i o n  

a n d  m o t i v a t i o n  m a d e  i t  h a p p e n  d e c i d e  t h a t ,  

f o r  o n e  r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e y  c a n ’t  m a k e  i t  
a n y m o r e .

H e a t h e r :  W e ’v e  k in d  o f  j u s t  s t e p p e d  b a c k  a n d  

b e e n  e n j o y i n g  w h a t  w e ’ re  d o i n g  n o w . W e ’v e  

s to p p e d  m a k i i i g  a n  e f f o r t  to  m a k e  it b ig g e r  th a n  

i t  r e a l l y  is .  B u t ,  a s  w i th  a n y  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  m o r e  

p e o p l e  y o u  h a v e  in v o l v e d ,  t h e  m o r e  id e a s  y o u  

h a v e ,  t h e  l e s s  w o r k  e v e r y o n e  h a s  t o  d o .  T h e  

m o r e  f u l f i l l e d  p e o p l e  a r e ,  t h e  m o r e  p e o p l e  c a n  

b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  s k i l l s  a n d  a d d  th a t .  A n d  r i g h t  

n o w ,  w e  h a v e  e n o u g h  s t u f f  w h e r e  w e  c o u l d  

g e t  s o m e b o d y  s t a r t e d  w i th  t h e i r  o w n  B ik e  C lu b  

o n  th e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  to w n .  W e  c o u l d  d o n a t e  

t w e n t y  b ik e s  r i g h t  n o w  to  s o m e b o d y  e l s e ’s 

b a s e m e n t ,  a n d  w e  c o u l d  t h r o w  th e m  a  p a r t y  

a n d  g e t  t h e m  s o m e  m o n e y .  S o  t h a t ’s a  n e a t  id e a ,  

to o ,  g e t t i n g  p e o p l e  to  s t a r t  t h e i r  o w n  s p a c e s  

l i k e  th i s  s o  t h a t  w e ’ re  n o t  s o  o v e r l o a d e d  a n d  

s o  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  j o y  o f  s t a r t ­

in g  a  p r o j e c t  f r o m  th e  b o t t o m  u p .

A n d  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  th e  w h o le  i d e a  o f  i f  y o u  

e v e r  f e e !  l i k e  y o u  s h o u l d  g e t  a  s p a c e ,  a n d  w ith  

t h a t  b e c o m e  m o r e  o f  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  c o u l d  

j u s t  s p r e a d  o u t  l a t e r ­

a l l y  i n s t e a d ,  t o  d i f f e r ­

e n t  h o u s e s .

M ik e :  T h a t  w o u l d  b e  

g r e a t .  “ I d o n ’t  t h i n k  

w e  c a n  h e l p  y o u  h e r e ,  

b u t  y o u  c a n  g o  d o w n  

to  T h e  B ik e  C lu b  o n  
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t h i n k  t h e y ’ l l  h a v e  

w h a t  y o u ’r e  l o o k i n g  

f o r .”  T h a t  w o u l d  b e  i n ­

c r e d i b l e .  T h a t  w o u l d  

b e  t h e  id e a l .

W h e n  w e  w e r e  f i r s t  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  

P e te ,  y o u  w e r e  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  h o w  i t  a l s o  

c a m e  o u t  o f  a  c o m m i t ­

m e n t  o r  p a s s i o n  f o r  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t r a n s p o r ­

ta t i o n .

P e te :  A b s o l u t e l y .  B ik e s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  m y  p a s ­

s io n ,  o n e  o f  t h e m  a n y w a y .  A n d  I g u e s s  t h e  p o ­

l i t i c a l  s i d e  o f  i t  w e  h a v e n ’t r e a l l y  t o u c h e d  o n ,  

b u t  o b v i o u s l y  i t ’s  f u n  f o r  u s  t o  g e t  b i k e s  w o r k ­

in g  b e c a u s e  th e  i d e a  i s  t h a t  w e ’r e  d o i n g  s o m e ­

t h i n g  t h a t  is  e n h a n c i n g  th e  c o m m u n i t y .

H e a t h e r :  I t h i n k  e v e r y t h i n g  w e ’r e  d o i n g  is  p o ­

l i t i c a l ,  e v e n  i f  w e  d o n ’t s a y  it . E v e r y th in g ,  f r o m  

o p e n i n g  u p  th e  h o u s e  a n d  b e i n g  o u t  in  th e  c o m ­

m u n i t y  w h e r e  p e o p l e  s e e  u s ,  g e t t i n g  p e o p l e  o n  

b ik e s  w h i c h  is  j u s t  s o  i m p o r t a n t .

P e te :  I d id  a n  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  a t  a  s h o p  b e c a u s e  

I t h o u g h t  m a y b e  I w a n te d  to  w o r k  o n  b i k e s  f o r  

a  l i v in g .  T h a t  w a s  a  s t r a n g e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  

I ’m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  I d o  w a n t  to  

d o  o r  n o t .  B u t  1 k n o w  th a t  I d o  w a n t  t o  w o r k  

o n  b ik e s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  I ’ m  g e t t i n g  p a i d  

f o r  i t  o r  n o t ,  b e c a u s e  b a s i c a l l y  I h a t e  c a r s .  

T h a t ’s  a  b ig  p a r t  o f  it .  I f e e l  l i k e  t h e r e ’s g o t  to  

b e  a  t u r n a r o u n d  a t  s o m e  p o in t  b e c a u s e  b ik e

r i d e r s h i p  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is  s o  lo w  r ig h t  

n o w , l i k e  k id s  j u s t  d o n ’t  r i d e  b ik e s  t h a t  m u c h  

a n y m o r e .  I t ’s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  c o o l  to  r i d e  y o u r  

b ik e  t o  s c h o o l .  A t  s o m e  p o i n t  t h a t ’s  g o i n g  to  

t u r n  a r o u n d ,  a n d  i f  w e ’r e  h e r e  to  h e l p  a  k id  

o u t  a n d  g e t  a  b ik e  g o i n g ,  a n d  m a k e  th e  b ik e  

l o o k  c o o l ,  th e n  t h a t  is  k in d  o f  s e t t i n g  a n  e x ­

a m p le .  W e ’r e  n o t  t e l l i n g  t h e m ,  “ B i k i n g ’s r e ­

a l l y  c o o l ,  y o u  s h o u l d  r i d e  y o u r  b ik e  m o r e ! ”

H e a t h e r :  “ H e y  t e n - y e a r - o l d ,  d o  y o u  k n o w  h o w  

y o u r  b i c y c l e  r i d i n g  is  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n ­

m e n t ? ”

P e te :  Y e a h ,  t h e y  a s k  u s  w h y  w e ’r e  d o i n g  th i s ,  

t h e y  th i n k  i t ’s a  s h o p  a n d  t h e y  a s k  h o w  m u c h  

t h i n g s  c o s t .  “ W e ll ,  it d o e s n ’t c o s t  a n y t h in g ,  b u t  

i t  w o u l d  b e  g o o d  i f  y o u  c o u l d  l e a r n  to  d o  th i s  

f o r  y o u r s e l f  s o  t h a t  n e x t  t i m e  y o u  d o n ’t h a v e  

to  a s k  u s . ”  I t ’s  n o t  l i k e  w e  l e c t u r e  p e o p l e ,  

“ Y o u ’ll  b e  a  b e t t e r  p e r s o n  f o r  k n o w i n g  t h i s ! ”  

I t ’s j u s t  t h a t  th i s  is  w h a t  w e  k n o w ,  a n d  i t ’s n o t  

s o m e  e x c l u s i v e  t h i n g .  I t ’s  e a s y  s t u f f  a n d  it 

w o u l d  b e  c o o l  i f  k id s  k n e w  h o w  to  d o  it .

H e a t h e r :  I t ’s  j u s t  r e a l l y  e m p o w e r i n g  to  le a r n  

h o w  a  m a c h i n e  w o r k s ,  f o r  a n y o n e .  T o  le a r n  

h o w  to  d o  s o m e t h i n g  o n  y o u r  o w n  is  s o  e m ­

p o w e r i n g ,  e v e n  i f  i t ’s  th e  s m a l l e s t  t h i n g .

I  t h i n k  t h a t ’s  w h a t  s  r e a l l y  g r e a t  a b o u t  t h e  a p ­

p r o a c h  o f  i t  n o t  b e i n g  a  c o - o p  s h o p .  I t  s  n o t  

l i k e  th e  E c o  B ik e , h e r e 's  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  

D I Y  d u b .  I t ’s  j u s t ,  h e r e 's  t h e  s t u f f  a n d  y o u ’v e  

g o t  t o  d o  it. W h i le  t h a t  m a y  p u t  s o m e  p e o p l e  

o f f  i t ’s  l i k e  y o u  s a id ,  i t  s  v e r y  e m p o w e r i n g  to o .  

A n d  I  t h i n k  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e ,  w i t h o u t  e v e n  r e a l ­

i z i n g  it , c a n  a b s o r b  t h a t  a t t i t u d e .  L ik e  t h e y  ’l l  

b r i n g  a  f r i e n d  a n d  s h o w  th e m , lo o k ,  y o u  j u s t  

p i c k  i t  u p  a n d  d o  it.

P e te :  T h a t ’s w h y  w e  d o n ’t  h a v e  s ig n s  t h a t  s a y ,  

R id e  a  B ik e ,  i t ’s  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  

a l l  th i s  k in d  o f  s tu f f .  I t ’s  j u s t  o b v i o u s .  M a y b e  

w e  d o n ’t p r o m o t e  t h a t  e n o u g h ,  b u t  i t ’s  j u s t  t h a t  

th i s  is  s o m e t h i n g  w e  b e l i e v e  in .  I f  y o u  w a n t  to  

k n o w  w h y ,  y o u  c a n  a s k  u s ,  b u t  it  h a s n ’t  b e e n  

l i k e  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  to  p u s h  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

a g e n d a .

H e a t h e r :  H o n e s t ly ,  I w o u l d  m u c h  r a t h e r  w o r k  

o n  a  b ik e  o n  S u n d a y  t h a n  p r o t e s t  s o m e t h i n g  

o u t s i d e  o f  s o m e  b u i l d in g .

A n d  m a y b e  t h a t  g e t s  t h r o u g h  to  p e o p l e  m o re ,  

o n  s o m e  le v e ls .

H e a t h e r :  I t ’s  b e e n  r e a l l y  h a r d  to  p u t  o n  p a p e r  

j u s t  w h a t  w e ’r e  d o in g .  M a y b e  s o m e d a y  w e ’ ll 

s i t  d o w n  a n d  t r y  t o  w r i t e  o u t  o r  v e r b a l i z e  w h y  

w e ' r e  d o i n g  it .  I t ’s  j u s t  s o  i m p l i c i t  f o r  a l l  o f  

u s ,  I t h i n k .  *

c o n t a c t  T h e  B ik e  C l u b  

C /O  H e a t h e r  P e t  o n  

P O  B o x  1 9 0 2  

P o r t l a n d ,  O R  9 7 2 0 7  

( 5 0 3 )  2 8 2 - 9 0 4 8  a s k  f o r  P e te .



B I K I N G  

F L O R I D A

I ’v e  b e e n  r i d i n g  m y  b i k e  a r o u n d  

s i n c e  I w a s  a  k i d ,  b u t  i t ’ s  o n l y  i n  

t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  t h a t  I ’v e  n o t i c e d  

t h a t  a l l  m y  f r i e n d s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k ­

i n g  t h e s e  a m a z i n g  t r i p s  u s i n g  j u s t  

t h e i r  b i c y c l e s  a n d  s e n s e  o f  a d v e n ­

t u r e .  L i k e  t h e  b i c y c l e ,  t h e  b e a u t y  

l i e s  i n  i t s  s i m p l i c i t y .  Y o u  p e d a l .  

Y o u  g o .  S o ,  i n  h o p e s  o f  i n s p i r i n g  

f u t u r e  a u t o n o m o u s  f u n ,  h e r e  a r e  

8  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o ’v e  

t a k e n  o f f  o n  t h e i r  b i k e s .

I n t e r v i e w s  b y  T r a v i s  F r i s t o e

N a m e :  D a n  G a c e d o n  

A g e :  2 4

P r o f e s s i o n :  b i k e  m e c h a n i c

W h e r e ’d  y o u  g o ?

G a in e s v i l l e  t o  S t. A u g u s t in e .  F o r  m y  

b i r t h d a y .  4 8  h r s .  o r  s o  ( a t  l e a s t  t h a t ’s 

w h a t  I  i n t e n d e d  to  d o ) .  I t ’s  a  s h o r t  

r i d e .  8 5  m i l e s  r o u g h l y  o n e - w a y .

I  j u s t  t h o u g h t  i t ’d  b e  g r e a t  t o  r i d e  

t o  t h e  c o a s t .  L i k e  i t ’d  b e  a  f a n ­

t a s t i c  j o u r n e y .

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  t a k e ?

M y  r o a d  r a c i n g  b ik e .  L i k e  I  s a y ,  i t  w a s  o n l y  a  

s h o r t  r i d e .  I c o u l d  g o  in t o  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  th e  

b i k e  i t s e l f ,  b u t  I ’ ll s p a r e  y o u .  L e t ’s  j u s t  s a y  

s m a l l ,  l i g h t  a n d  f a s t .

P r o v i s i o n s ?

L e t ’s  s e e .  M y  f r i e n d s  d o n a t e d  c a s e s  o f  s o m e  

g r o s s  c h o c o l a t e  “ h e a l th  b a r ”  s o  I h a d  a b o u t  10 

o f  th o s e .  B e y o n d  th a t :  2  w a t e r  b o t t l e s ,  o n e  f o r  

s t r a i g h t  w a te r ,  o n e  f o r  s o m e  s o r t  o f  j u i c e ;  p lu s  

o n e  o f  th o s e  w a t e r - h o l d i n g  b a c k p a c k s  w h ic h  

h e l d  a b o u t  7 0  o z .  o f  w a te r ;  a  c o u p l e  o f  tu b e s  

( o n e  b a d .  t h a t  s u c k e d ) ;  t i r e  i r o n s ;  a l i e n

w r e n c h e s ;  a  m a p ;  

a r m  &  l e g  w a r m ­

e r s ;  1 0  o r  2 0  

b u c k s ;  b u t  o h  th o s e  

“ b a l a n c e ”  b a r s .  u g h .

H o w  f a s t  ( m i l e s  p e r  

d a y ? )

W e l l ,  I le f t  a t  3 p m  t h e  f i r s t  d a y

b e c a u s e  I h a d  to  w o r k  f o r  a  w h i l e .  A n d  I 

r o l l e d  b a c k  in to  to w n  a t  3 p m  th e  n e x t  d a y .  1 7 0  

m i l e s  in  2 4  h o u r s .  G o d ,  i t  w a s  b r u t a l .  I g o t  4  

h o u r s  s le e p  o n  s o m e  d u m p s te r e d  c a r d b o a r d  a n d  

a  t o w e l  I s t o l e  o f f  a  c o n d o  p o r c h .  A n d  th e n  

b a c k  o n  t h e  b ik e .

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c ?

N o n e .  1 p r a i s e d  c l o s e - t o - t h e - s h o u l d e r - r i d i n g  

t r u c k e r s  f o r  t h e  ta i l  w i n d s .  I ’m  s e r io u s .  B y  

m i l e  1 4 0  o r  s o  I w a s  n e e d in g  a l l  t h e  h e l p  I  c o u l d  

g e t .

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

S u r e .  I d o  i t  a  l o t  i f  I g e t  t h e  c h a n c e .  T h r o w  

c a u t io n  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  to  th e  w in d .  W h y  n o t? !  

I w o u l d  c a r r y  g o o d  tu b e s  n e x t  t i m e .

W h y 'd  y o u  d o  i t ?

L i k e  I s a y ,  i t  w a s  a  t r e k  t o  t h e  o c e a n .  A n d  

r e a l ly  I f e e l  m y  b e s t  w h i l e  p e d a l i n g .  J u s t  th e  

m e c h a n ic  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  m y  le g s ;  it  l e ts  m y  m i n d  

j u s t  g o  a n d  m y  t h i n k i n g  g e t s  a s  m e c h a n i c a l  a s  

m y  m o v e m e n t .  A n d  f o r  t h e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  

o f  h u m a n - p o w e r e d  t r a n s p o r t .

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  t r i p ?

G O !  T r u s t  y o u r  b ik e .  R e l a x .  Y o u r  b i k e  i s  t h e  

b e s t  i n v e n t i o n  E V E R .  N o  m a t t e r  y o u r  p a c e .  

N e v e r  m i n d  f a n c y  s tu f f .  J u s t  k e e p  e v e r y t h i n g  

in  g o o d  s h a p e .  G e t  t o  k n o w  y o u r  b ik e  w e l l .



N a m e :  Y v e t t e  K o c h  

A g e :  2 3

P r o f e s s i o n :  W o m e n ’s H e a l t h  

C a r e  /  A b o r t i o n  C o u n s e l o r

W h e r e ’d  y o u  g o ?

F r o m  G a i n e s v i l l e  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  

F l o r i d a  ( S t .  A u g u s t i n e ) ,  t h e n  t o  

B r u n s w i c k ,  G e o r g i a  &  th e  h o s te l  in  th e  

w o o d s  t h e r e .  T h e n  b a c k  h o m e .

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  t a k e ?

A  r o a d  b ik e  t h a t  I p u t  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  m y  

T E A M  F U J I  g o t  s to le n .  I t w a s  a  M IY A T A  

t h r e e  t e n  t h a t  m y  f r i e n d  D a n  h e l p e d  m e  

b u i l d  a  w e e k  b e f o r e  I le f t .

P r o v i s i o n s ?

T h e  w o r k s ,  s o r t  o f .  S to l e n  t r a i l  m ix  &  d r i e d  

f r u i t  t o  s t o c k p i l e  t h e  v e g a n  r e v o l u t i o n ;  a  b o r ­

r o w e d  t e n t  t h a t  b a r e l y  s t a y e d  u p  a n d  t h e n  w a s  

u s e d  o n ly  o n c e ;  b ik e  l i g h t s  t h a t  I f o r g o t  t o  t a k e  

o u t  a t  n ig h t ;  a n d  o n e  c h a n g e  o f  c l o t h e s  ( f r o m  

b ik e  t o  c i v i l i z e d  p u n k ! ) .

N a m e :  D o n  F i t z p a t r i c k

A g e :  2 9

P r o f e s s i o n :  t e a c h e r  ( m i d d l e  s c h o o l )  

W h e r e ’d  y o u  g o ?

I r o d e  m y  b ik e  f r o m  G a i n e s v i l l e  to  T a m p a  

a n d  b a c k  o v e r  a  S p r in g  B r e a k  a b o u t  4  y e a r s  

a g o .  I u s e d  s m a l l  r o a d s ,  m o s t l y  2  l a n e s .  I 

w e n t  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  c o o l  s m a l l  t o w n s .  I a t e  

p e a n u t  b u t t e r  s a n d w i c h e s  in  a  g a z e b o  

o u t s i d e  a  t o w n  h a l l .  W o m e n  c r o s s e d  th e  

s t r e e t  t o  t e e  w h a t  1 w a s  u p  to .  T h e y  o f f e r e d  

f r u i t  &  t e a .  I s t o p p e d  in  lo t s  o f  c o o l  p l a c e s  

to  d r i n k ,  r e a d  &  e a t .  I  p u s h e d  m y  b i k e  

t h r o u g h  h i g h w a y  s h r u b s  a n d  p e e d  b e h i n d  

t r e e s .  I s a t  u n d e r  s h a d e  t r e e s  a n d  p o n d e r e d  

t h e  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  o f  m y  l i f e .  I  w a n d e r e d  

a l o n g  a  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  in  W i l d w o o d  a n d  

t h o u g h t  a b o u t  h o w  m u c h  f a s t e r  t h e  t r a i n  w a s  

g o in g  c o m p a r e d  to  m e .

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  t a k e ?

I r o d e  a  b i g ,  b l u e  G I A N T  m o u n t a i n  b i k e  t h a t  

I ’d  h a d  s i n c e  1 9 8 9 . I t  h a d  a  g r e e n  P u b l ix  

m i lk  c r a t e  o n  t h e  b a c k .  I l o v e  t h e  b ik e  

b e c a u s e  I  h a d  i t  w h e n  I  m o v e d  to  

G a i n e s v i l l e .  I f e l l  in  l o v e  w i th  G a i n e s v i l l e  

a n d  p r o b a b l y  m y s e l f  o n  t h e  s e a t  o f  th i s  b ik e .  

I t  w a s  n i c e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  r i d e  i t  b a c k  to  

t h e  h o m e  o f  m y  p a r e n t s .

H o w  f a s t  

( m i l e s  p e r  d a y ? )

B e t w e e n  7 0 - 8 0  m i l e s  a  d a y .

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c ?

J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  h a t e s  b i k e  t r a f f i c .  E v ­

e r y o n e  l o o k e d  a t  m e  l i k e  I w a s  a  s p a c e  a l i e n  in  

m y  h e l m e t  &  I  e n d e d  u p  u n w i t t i n g l y  r i d i n g  

o v e r  a  b r i d g e  t h a t  h a d  a  o n e - f o o t - w i d e  r a i s e d  

s h o u ld e r .  I t t o o k  o v e r  2 0  m i n u t e s  f o r  m e  to  

w a l k  o v e r  w h e n  I g o t  to o  p i s s - s c a r e d  to  r i d e  

m o r e .

P r o v i s i o n s ?

I  t o o k  w a te r ,  p e a n u t  b u t t e r ,  b r e a d ,  C o m e tb u s  

# 4 2 ,  a  b ik e  p u m p ,  a n  i n n e r  t u b e  &  s o m e  

e x t r a  c l o th e s .  P r e p a r a t i o n  w a s  n o t  v e r y  

c o m p l e t e .  I w a s  o f  th e  m i n d  t h a t  i f  I t h o u g h t  

a b o u t  i t  t o o  m u c h ,  I m i g h t  j u s t  l a m e  o u t  a n d  

d r i v e  h o m e .  A l s o ,  I  w a s n ’t  p u t t i n g  m y s e l f  in  

h a r m ’s  w a y .  H e l p  w a s  a t  m o s t  1 .5  h o u r s  

a w a y .

H o w  f a s t  ( m i l e s  p e r  d a y ? )

I a v e r a g e d  a b o u t  1 0  m p h .  I t  t o o k  m e  m a y b e  

12  h o u r s  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  r id e .  I  t o o k  lo t s  o f  

b r e a k s .  I w a s  t i r e d ,  b u t  a l s o  C o m e tb u s  w a s  

s o  g o o d  t h a t  I  k e p t  w a n t i n g  to  s to p  a n d  r e a d .  

M y  b u t t  s t a r t e d  h u r t i n g  a f t e r  a  f e w  h o u r s .  I 

r o d e  th e  l a s t  3  h o u r s  w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  m y  b u t t  

t o u c h  th e  s e a t .  I w a s n ’t  w e a r i n g  b i k e  s h o r t s  

a n d  th e  b i k e  s e a t  w a s  th e  o n e  it c a m e  w i th .  

M y  h a n d s  a l s o  h u r t  a  lo t .  I ’d  s h a k e  th e m  a  

b u n c h  to  t r y  to  k e e p  th e m  f r e s h .  I  h a d  o n e  

r e c u r r i n g  th o u g h t :  g lo v e s !

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c ?

I h a d  n o  t r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c .  O c a l a  

w a s  a  b i t  s k e t c h y  b e c a u s e  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  

r o a d  a n d  t h e  c u r b  w e r e  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .  T h e  

t r a f f i c  w a s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  to  m e .  S o m e  o f  t h e

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

I n  a  s e c o n d !  B u t  n o w ,  k n o w i n g  t h e  w o r k  i t  

t a k e s ,  I ’d  p r o b a b l y  b e  a  m u c h  b i g g e r  w h i n e r  

a b o u t  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d .  I t  is  a  s t r a i n  t o  m y  n e c k ,  

b a c k  &  c r o t c h  to  b e  o n  a  b i k e  f o r  s o  l o n g .

W h y ’d  y o u  d o  i t ?

W h y  n o t?  I w a n t e d  to  g o  to  N i c a r a g u a  b u t  

c o u l d n ’t  a f f o r d  i t .  S o  g i v e n  th e  f e w  t r a v e l  

o p t i o n s  in  th e  U .S .  th a t  d o n ’t  c o m p l e t e l y  

r e l y  o n  s p e n d i n g  m o n e y  e v e r y d a y ,  r i d i n g  

y o u r  b ik e  is  n o t  o n ly  p u n k  b u t  c o m p le t e ly  

s e l f - p r o p e l l e d .  T r a v e l  s l o t  /  g u t  is  n o t  a  

q u e s t i o n .

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  t r i p ?

M a k e  s u r e  y o u  k n o w  s o m e  e l e m e n t a r y  b ik e  

m e c h a n i c  r u l e s .  D o n ’t  t r y  t o  s l e e p  o n  t h e  S t. 

A u g u s t i n e  b e a c h  w h e n  y o u r  b o d y  is  d e l i r i o u s ly  

e x h a u s t e d !  L e a v e  e a r l y  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  s o  y o u  

c a n  r i d e  f o r  a  f e w  h o u r s  o n  s l e e p  f u e l .  T a k e  a  

f e w  h o u r s  t o  e a t  t o a s t ,  r e a d ,  w r i t e ,  a n d  r e - e n -  

e r g i z e  w i t h  c o f f e e ;  t h e n  f i n i s h  o f f  th e  d a y  r id i n g  

u n t i l  s u n s e t  i n  t h e  w o r s t  F l o r i d a  h e a t .  I t ’s  

a m a z in g .

h i g h w a y s  w e r e  w h i t e  l i n e s  e n d i n g  a t  th e  

c o n c r e t e ’s  e d g e ,  b u t  a l l  t h e  t r a f f i c  s lo w e d  

d o w n  a n d  w e n t  w e l l  a r o u n d  m e .  O n e  t r u c k  

s c a r e d  m e  w i t h  i t s  r u s h  o f  s o u n d  a n d  a ir .

O n e  l a d y  l o c k e d  h e r  d o o r  w h e n  !  p u l l e d  u p  

n e x t  t o  h e r .

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

I  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  d o  i t  a g a i n .  I w a n t  t o  r i d e  &  

c a m p  &  s e e  m o r e  s m a l l  t o w n s .

W h y ’d  y o u  d o  i t ?

I  d i d  t h e  r i d e  b e c a u s e  t h e  J e f f  Z e n i c k  z i n e s  

a r e  s o  g o o d .  D e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  E t e r n a l  M i n o r  

L e a g u e s  ($ 1  to  P O  B o x  8 7 7  /  T a l l a h a s s e ,  F L  

3 2 3 0 2 )  a n d  t h e  r e s t  a r e  a l l  a b o u t  h a v i n g  fu n  

r i d i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  t o w n s  n e a r  y o u r  to w n .  H e  

c a m p s ,  d r a w s  &  h a n g s  o u t .  T h a t  w a s  m y  

in i t i a l  m o t iv a t o r .  A l s o ,  M o n i c a  h a d  d o n e  th e  

r i d e  a n d  s a i d  i t  w a s  f u n .

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  

t r i p ?

W e a r  p a d d e d  s h o r t s .  A f t e r  a b o u t  4  h o u r s ,  

m y  b u t t  h u r t  s o  b a d  I c o u l d n ’t  s i t  d o w n .

W e a r  s u n s c r e e n .



N a m e :  C a r i s s a  B e n j a m i n  

A g e :  2 5

P r o f e s s i o n :  m a s s a g e  t h e r a p i s t  /  i n s t r u c t o r  

a n d  s t u d e n t .

W h e r e ’d  y o u  g o ?

E a s t  C o a s t -  V i r g in i a  t o  S . M a in e .  T h e n  w e  

t o o k  a  f e r r y  ( t h e  S c o t i a  P r i n c e )  t o  N o v a  

S c o t i a  &  r o d e  s o u th  s h o r e  &  u p  th r o u g h  

H a l i f a x  a n d  n o r th  to  P i c t u a  w h e r e  w e  f e r ­

r i e d  t o  P r in c e  E d w a r d  I s l a n d  &  r o d e  th e r e  

a l s o .  1 6 0 0  m i le s .

H o w  f a s t  ( m i l e s  p e r  d a y ? )

W e  s t a r t e d  s lo w ,  a b o u t  3 0 - 5 0  m i l e s / d a y .  T h e n  

a b o u t  6 0 - 7 0  a n d  th e  l o n g e s t  d a y  w a s  9 7  m i l e s .  A v ­

e r a g i n g  a b o u t  10  m i l e s / h o u r ,  b u t  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  a l l 

o u r  r e s t s ,  b r e a k s  &  h i l l s  w i th  h e a v y ,  h e a v y  b ik e s .  

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c ?

N o t  r e a l ly .  A l m o s t  g o t  h i t  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  b u t  t h a t  w a s  

b e c a u s e  I f e l l  in  f r o n t  o f  o n c o m i n g  c a r s .  A  h e a v i ly -  

w e i g h t e d  b ik e  &  n e w  S P D - c l i p - l e s s  p e d a l s  a f f e c t e d  

m y  a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  b a l a n c e .  A t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y  it  

d id .

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  t a k e ?  O h  m y  G o d ,  y e s !  B u t  I ’m  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t o u r i n g

T R E K  m o u n t a i n  b ik e  w i t h  t o u r i n g  s ty l e  t i r e s  -  8 0 0  s e r i e s .  O n e  g u y  in  a  N e w o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  o r  th e  W e s t  C o a s t  w h e r e  b i k e  t o u r i n g  is  m o r e  c o m m o n  

Y o r k  b ik e  s h o p  a c t u a l l y  l a u g h e d  a t  o u r  b ik e s ,  a s k i n g  u s ,  “ D o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t b e c a u s e  i t ’s  g r e a t  to  t a lk  w i th  o t h e r  c y c l i s t s ,  

y o u ’r e  r i d i n g  e n t r y  l e v e l  b i k e s ? ”  Y e a h ,  s o  w h a t ?  Y o u  c a n  t a k e  a n y t h in g .

W h y ’d  y o u  d o  i t ?

P r o v i s i o n s ?  1 d o n ’t h a v e  a  c a r  a n d  w a n t e d  to  t r a v e l .  A  w o m a n  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  h a d

I d o  r e c o m m e n d  u p g r a d i n g  c o m p o n e n t s  o n  a n  o ld  b ik e .  I h a d  2  r e a r  p a n - m e n t i o n e d  s h e  w e n t  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  o n  a  b i k e  s o  i t  j u s t  m a d e  s e n s e ,  

n i e r s ,  a  h a n d l e  b a g  &  a  s l e e p i n g  b a g .  W e  c a r r i e d  o n e  t e n t  b e t w e e n  u s .

N a m e :  d a v i d h a y e s . c o m  

A g e :  3 7

P r o f e s s i o n :  s o o n  t o  b e  u n k n o w n  

W h e r e ’d  y o u  g o ?

G a i n e s v i l l e  F L  to  C e d a r  K e y  F L .  ( B u t  d o n ’t 

g e t  m e  s t a r t e d . . .  2  w e e k s  in  C a l i f o r n i a  b i k e /  

t r a i n  i n  1 9 8 0 ;  1 m o n t h  C A  &  O R  1 9 8 1 ;  2  

m o n t h s ! :  C A ,  N V , U T , A Z  in  1 9 8 2 ) .

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  t a k e ?

S c h w i n n  'H e a v y  D u t i ' I - s p e e d  c o a s t e r  b r a k e  

c r u i s e r  w i th  b a s k e t .  R o l l  ( p a r t n e r  in  c r i m e )  =  

b o r r o w e d  m o u n t a i n  b ik e .

P r o v i s i o n s ?

W a te r  b o t t l e s ,  s l e e p i n g  b a g s ,  t e n t  &  c a s h .  S e ­

v e r e  b a c k f i r e :  s u m m e r  p lu s  G u l f s i d e  F l o r i d a  

e q u a l s  6 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  m o s q u i t o e s  a t  5  p m .  E i t h e r  

g e t  in  t e e n y  t e n t  a n d  s t a y  t h e r e  f r o m  5 p m  to  

s u n r i s e  o r  g e t  m o t e l .  M o te l  g o t t e n .

H o w  f a s t  ( m i l e s  p e r  d a y ? )

5 0  s o m e t h in g .

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c ?

O n l y  n e a r  g a r b a g e  d u m p  &  r a m p a g i n g  r e e k ­

in g  g a r b a g e  t r u c k s .

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

H e l l  y e e e a h .  F o u n d  a  G a t o r  s k e l e to n .

W h y ’d  y o u  d o  i t ?

U m m . ..  I t e n d  to  g e t  a n  i d e a  a n d  j u s t  g o  w i th  

i t .

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  t r i p ?

G e t  a  g o o d  m a p  a n d  t r a v e l  t h e  b a c k  r o a d s .  I 

t h i n k  o n  m y  8 0 ’s t r i p s  w e  a v e r a g e d  7 0  m i l e s  a  

d a y  ( t h a t ' s  0  to  1 0 0 + ) ,  a n d  w e  f ig u r e d  $ 1 0  a  

d a y  ( 2 0 - w / /? -y e a r s  a g o ) .  I h a t e  t o  s a y  i t  th i s  

w a y  b u t . . . J U S T  D O  IT .

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  t r i p ?

J u s t  g o .  M a k e  it h a p p e n .  D o n ’t  l e t  p e o p l e  d i s c o u r a g e  y o u .  W h e n  w e  

to l d  p e o p l e  w h a t  w e  w e r e  d o i n g  t h e y  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  n u t s ;  " T w o  g i r l s ,  

a l o n e  o n  b ik e s  -  C a n a d a ?  W h a t ? ”  T h e y  d i d n ’t g e t  it &  w e r e n ’t  to o  

s u p p o r t i v e .  D o n ’t  l i s t e n .  I t ’s  a m a z i n g  &  e a s i e r  &  m o r e  fu n  th a n  o n e  

m i g h t  e x p e c t .  E v e r y o n e  w a s  g r e a t .  W e  h o n e s t l y  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  h a v e  a n y  

b a d  e x p e r i e n c e s .

N a m e :  M i k e  T a y l o r

A g e :  2 4

P r o f e s s i o n :  p o s t - i n t e l l e c t u a l . . .  

u h ,  p o s t - i n t e l l e c t u a l

W h e r e ’d  y o u  g o ?

W e  c y c l e d  f i r s t  t o  S t .  A u g u s t in e ,  

w h i c h  i s  o n  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  

F l o r i d a ,  t h e n  n o r t h  t o  

B r u n s w i c k ,  G e o r g i a .

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  

t a k e ?

A  ( r i g g e d )  S P E C I A L I Z E D  

" H a r d  R o c k " ,  w h i c h  is  m a r ­

k e t e d  a s  a  h y b r i d  ( m o u n t a i n -  

s t r e e t ) ,  b u t  is  b a s i c a l l y  a  m o u n ­

t a in  b i k e  f r a m e .

P r o v i s i o n s ?

T o o  m a n y . . .  Y v e t t e  c a r r i e d  a  

t e n t  o n  h e r  r e a r  r a c k .  I c a r r i e d  

s a d d l e  b a g s  ( t h e y  h a v e  b i k e  

n a m e s  w h i c h  I c a n ’t  r e m e m b e r )  

f u l l  o f  C L I F  b a r s ,  d r i e d  f o o d ,  

f r u i t ,  r a i n  g e a r ,  b i k e  t o o l s ,  f l a s h ­

l i g h t ,  e x t r a  s p o k e s ,  m u l t i - t o o l s ,  

p la s t i c  t a r p  to  c o v e r  th e  t e n t ,  s u n ­

s c r e e n ,  s p a r e  b i k e  tu b e s .  Y v e t t e  

h a d  a  h e l m e t ,  I h a d  a  b a s e b a l l

ca p .

A n d , 

y e a h ,  

w  e  

w o r e  

b i k e  

s h o r t s .

H o w  

f a s t  

( m i l e s  

p e r  d a y ? )

W e  a v e r -  a g e d  a b o u t  1 7  m i l e s  p e r

h o u r .  A  f e w  t i m e s  w e  k e p t  i t  a r o u n d  2 2 ,  w h e n  

w e  w e r e  t i r e d  i t  w a s  a r o u n d  1 5 . T h e  f i r s t  d a y  

w e  d id  a b o u t  8 0  m i l e s ,  w h i c h  is  m o r e  t h a n  w e  

m e a n t  to .  A n  e a s y  d a y  w a s  4 0  m i le s .  6 0  w a s  

a  r e a s o n a b l e  g o a l .

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c ?

O n c e ,  o n  a  b r i d g e  in  d o w n t o w n  J a c k s o n v i l l e .  

W e  k i n d  o f  g o t  s t u c k  o n  t h a t  r o u t e ;  w e  w a n te d  

to  v i s i t  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  th e  o n ly  w a y



N a m e :  M o n i c a  R e e d y  

A g e :  2 3

P r o f e s s i o n :  p u n k  r o c k e r  

W h e r e ’d  y o u  g o ?

G a i n e s v i l l e  t o  T a m p a ,  m o s t l y  u s i n g  U .S .  3 0 1 .

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  t a k e ?

It w a s  a  S C H W I N N  “F r a n t i c  ’’ - j u s t  y o u r  b a s i c  h y b r id ,  p r e t t y  u n r e m a r k ­

a b l e  in  e v e r y  w a y  b u t  f u n c t io n a l .

P r o v i s i o n s ?

T i r e  l e v e r s ,  a  s p a r e  t u b e ,  a  p a t c h  k i t ,  a  m a p ,  5 C l i f f  B a r s  a n d  2  b o t t l e s  o f  

w a te r ,  w h i c h  I r e f i l l e d  a b o u t  e v e r y  3 h o u r s .  O h  y e a h ,  a n d  s u n s c r e e n .  

H o w  f a s t  ( m i l e s  p e r  d a y ? )

I ’m  n o t  s u r e  e x a c t ly .  I t  t o o k  m e  a b o u t  13 h o u r s  a n d  I t h i n k  G a i n e s v i l l e  

a n d  T a m p a  a r e  a b o u t  1 3 0  m i l e s  a p a r t .

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a f f i c ?

to  c r o s s  t h e  S t. J o h n s  R i v e r  b e s id e s  I n t e r s t a t e  

7 5  w a s  a  f i n e  c h o i c e  o f  d a n g e r o u s  s u s p e n s i o n  

b r id g e s  w i t h  n o  s h o u l d e r s ,  l a n e  c h a n g e s ,  a n d  

l i t t e r e d  w i th  g l a s s .  O n e  o f  t h e  s c a r i e s t  m o ­

m e n t s  o f  m y  l i f e .

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

I w i l l  d o  i t  a g a in ,  b u t  b e t t e r .

W h y ’d  y o u  d o  i t ?

W e  c o u l d n ’t g e t  t h e  t i m e  o r  m o n e y  to  f l y  to  

N i c a r a g u a  a n d  w e  n e e d e d  a  v a c a t io n .  B ik e s  

a r e  th e  i m m e d i a t e  o p t i o n ,  t h e  p o l a r  o p p o s i t e  

o f  v i r t u a l  s p a c e .  A n d  w e  a r e  t h e  p u n k s .

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  t r i p ?

T r a in .  L e a m  to  f i x  t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  c o u l d  g o  

w r o n g .  D o  y o u r  s t r e t c h e s  r e l i g io u s ly .  W e a r  

g lo v e s  s o  y o u r  h a n d s  d o n ’t g o  n u m b .  D r i n k  

lo t s  o f  w a t e r ;  e a t  s m a l l  m e a l s  o f t e n .  P l a n  y o u r  

r o u t e  &  h a v e  a  r o u g h  id e a  o f  w h e r e  y o u  w a n t  

to  s le e p .  I f  I d o  a  F l o r i d a  t r i p  a g a i n .  I ’m  t a k ­

in g  b u g  r e p e l l a n t .

J u s t  w h a t  y o u ’d  e x p e c t  -  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  b o t t l e  w a s  t h r o w n  ( n o n e  o f  

t h e m  h i t  m e ;  I d o n ’t  t h i n k  th e y  w e r e  t r y i n g )  a n d  th e  o c c a s i o n a l  i n ­

s u l t  s h o u te d .  U .S .  3 0 1  h a s  s o m e  p r e t t y  d e s e r t e d  s t r e t c h e s  a n d  1 

t h i n k  t h e  a s s h o l e s  w e r e  j u s t  b o r e d .

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

A b s o l u t e l y ,  I s h o u ld  h a v e  a l r e a d y .

W h y ’d  y o u  d o  i t ?

U m . . . w h y  n o t?

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  t r i p ?

2  t h i n g s -  s u n s c r e e n  a n d  m a c e .  I u s e d  a  lo t  o f  s u n s c r e e n  o n  m y  f a c e  

a n d  a r m s  b u t  n o t  m y  l e g s ,  f o r  s o m e  s t u p i d  r e a s o n ,  a n d  I s p e n t  t h e  

n e x t  tw o  w e e k s  p u l l i n g  s h e e t s  o f  s k in  o f f  t h e  t o p s  o f  m y  le g s .  T h e  

m a c e  is  f o r  d o g s  -  o n e  c h a s e d  m e  f o r  a  w h i l e  o u t s i d e  o f  D a d e  C ity .  

B y  t h a t  p o i n t  I w a s  s o  e x h a u s t e d  i t  w a s  o u t r u n n i n g  m e .  I  t h i n k  it  

s t o p p e d  b e c a u s e  1 w a s  t o o  e a s y  t o  c a tc h .

N a m e :  K u r t  

B u r j a  

A g e :  2 7  

P r o f e s s i o n :

E n g l i s h  

t e a c h e r  /

G r a d u a t e  

s t u d e n t

W h e r e ’d  

y o u  

g o ?

( S u m -  

m  e  r

1 9 9 9 )  I w e n t  o n  a  

5 - d a y  b i k e  t r i p  a c r o s s  t h e  

N e t h e r l a n d s  w i t h  m y  f r i e n d  

T h e u n .  W e  r o d e  f r o m  t h e  

H a g u e  ( w h ic h  is  o n  t h e  W e s t  

C o a s t )  t o  M a a s t r i c h t  ( w h i c h  is  

i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  b e ­

t w e e n  B e l g iu m  &  G e r m a n y ) .

W h a t  k i n d  o f  b i k e  d i d  y o u  

t a k e ?

I  d o n ’t  r e m e m b e r — i t  w a s  

T h e u n ’s  b r o t h e r ’s  m o u n t a i n  

b ik e .  N o th in g  f a n c y  b u t  it  r o d e  

g r e a t .

P r o v i s i o n s ?

L e t ’s  s e e :  w e  b r o u g h t  a  2 - p e r ­

s o n  te n t ,  s l e e p i n g  b a g s ,  m a t s ,  

a  s to v e ,  c o o k i n g  g e a r ,  r a in  g e a r  

&  s o m e  e a s i l y  t r a n s p o r t e d  

f o o d  ( d r y  s o u p ,  e t c . ) .

H o w  f a s t  ( m i l e s  p e r  d a y ? )

E v e r y th in g  w a s  in  k i l o m e t e r s  

s o  I  d o n ’t  r e m e m b e r  e x a c t ly ,

b u t  I t h i n k  a b o u t  5 0 -  

6 0  m i l e s  a  d a y .

T r o u b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  

t r a f f i c ?

N o .  C y c l in g  in  th e  N e t h ­

e r l a n d s  i s  i d e a l  i n  s o  

m a n y  w a y s .  N o t  t h e  l e a s t  

o f  w h i c h  b e i n g  t h a t  b ik e  

t r a i l s  c r i s s - c r o s s  th e  e n t i r e  

c o u n t r y  a n d  b i c y c l e s  h a v e  

t h e i r  o w n  s e p a r a t e  t r a f f i c  

l a n e s  a l o n g s i d e  a l l  r o a d s .

W o u l d  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ?

A b s o l u t e l y .

W h y ’d  y o u  d o  i t ?

T h e u n  &  I h a d  b e e n  p l a n n i n g  a  b i k e  t r i p  f o r  

a w h i l e ,  a n d  e v e r  s i n c e  I ’d  l i v e d  i n  t h e  N e t h e r ­

la n d s  I ’d  w a n t e d  to  c y c l e  f r o m  o n e  e n d  to  th e  

o th e r .

A d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  a  b i k e  t r i p ?

1. T r a in  a  l i t t l e .  D o n ’t  h o p  o n  a  b i k e  a n d  

e x p e c t  to  r i d e  f o r  d a y s .  D o  s o m e  r id e s  

b e f o r e h a n d .

2 . U s e  a  g o o d  s e a t .  H o n e s t ly ,  o n e  o f  th e  l i f e -  

s a v e r s .

3 . C y c l i n g  c o m p u t e r :  a  m u s t  f o r  k e e p i n g  

t r a c k  o f  d i s t a n c e ,  a v e r a g e  s p e e d ,  e tc .

4 .  S u n  b lo c k ,  w a te r ,  C l i f f  b a r s  /  L u n a  b a r s .







N o b o d y  c a n  s t o p  t h e m .

N o b o d y  c a n  s e e  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ,  n o b o d y  s e e s .

W h y  D o n ' t  T h i n g s  c h a n g e ?  

P o l i t i c i a n s  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  i l l i t e r a c y  t h a t  t h e y  h e l p e d  r e a t e .  

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  k n o w s  t h a t  p o o r  p e o p l e  d o n ' t  k n o w  t h e  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n .

Z a p a t a s o s !  p e r f o r m i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S t o c k  E x c h a n g e ,  ( s t o r y  p .  7 8 )


