WE BECOME ARKIES

The temporary feeling of Fresno has been replaced by

a vision of Jerome.

As local residents contemplate following the lead of

the advance detachment, the thought brings to mind the
fame of Hot Springs and Arkansas's famous son, General
Pouglas MacArthur,

A few miles inlend ' from the sleepy Mississippi mndd
famous by Mark Twain, a new community is taking shape
es the last of ten wartime homes for the "problem child-
ven", Here in this partly-timbered, virgin land, the
some 5000 sojourners of Fresno will join with an equal
sumber of similar people from Santa Anita to work and
iive for the duration of the war, Straddling the baun=-
dary between Chicot and Desha Counties, hard-work awaits
the evacuees before the conversion into productivity,
Cotton, tomatoes, beets, melons, peas and beans will
ultimately be harvested from this rich, deita soil,
Opportunites challenging the dingenuity and industry of
the residenits will come in the'fovm of self~government,
cooperatlve lenterprises and operations fon' subsistonce.
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. At hls desk in Washingbon @ to direet this and other
War Relocation OCenters is Dillon S, Myer, director of
the WRA, FEquipped with long experience in social plan-
ning, liyer has held wvarious dmportant posts in goverm-
ment agriculture programs., Under his supervision, bthe
Iiberal WRA policy will be ‘administered through s sub-
ordinate project director, Provisions have been made
for ocsscntial necds---essentials but no luxuriss. Food,
shelter, medical care, oleémentary and high school odu-
cation, cooperative eonterprises, farm production, and
other projocts have boen stipulated in the bill that
guthorized the appropriaticon for this undertaking. Cagh
wage allowances will ©6 paidiat the rate 6f 12, 16, and
19 dollars with the majority of thc workers expectod to
be in the'mean classificabion. Clothing allotments will

be provided on a basis of'ago and the climetic condi-
tions ©of the arca,

Though local Centerites may: find the elimste differ-
ent in some respsecty, theoy will mnot f£ind great diffcr=
ernce in temperatures, Arkansas has long, humid summers,
but mild winters with over 50 inches of rainfall armusl-
1y. Residents with great oxpectations of undomesticated
noighbors will be disappointed singco)rumors arc unfound-
,6d as to the cxistence of boars, snakcs, mosquitocs and
tEher infestations. Though Californians porsist in plc-
Suring Arkansas's populsaec as being provincial and the
statc as Tbackward, thoy will discover that the pcople
are for the most part, of old anglo-ssxon stock and the
sbate contributing groatly to the war offort. Some 125

(Goutinved on page 74)
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