


SW EEPING view of newly expanded 
Palm Springs Tenn is Club Hotel, 
nestled at the base of Mount San 
Jacinto is seen above. At top of op­
posite page is close view of wall 
detail, showing attractive planter 
boxes ottqched to masonry wall. 

IN THREE PICTURES below are shown 
exterior wall details of the Palm 
Springs Tennis Club Hotel, showing 
rugged splitface concrete block 
blending naturally into desert back­
ground• 

MASONRY INDUSTRY 
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o BACK IN TH E THIRTIES, long before 
the spor t of tennis had reached its 
new crescendo of popu lar ity, the Palm 
Springs Tennis Club was fo unded by 
Lhe late Pearl McCa llum McManus, 
pioneer " first la dy" of th e desert re~ 
sort, as a gathering place for the 
elite. Nestled on the McM-anus family's 
property, at the very base of massive 
10;200-fool high Mounl San J acinto, 
the club catered to the great and near 
great in the tennis and social world. 
In the recen t years a few hotel rooms 
were added to accommodate guests and 
the character of the fac ility changed 
from a priva te club to a deluxe public 
hotel. Last year, swept up in the new 
rage for tennis and the over-al l hotel 
needs of the desert resort, the Palm 
Spri ngs Tennis Club Hotel expanded 
its plant by the major addition of 
guest rooms, placi ng the hotel in the 
forefronl among Palm Springs' 'luxury 
hotels. 

The newly expanded faci liLy, com­
pleted last November, is a long, ram­
bling two-story structure, with base­
ment parking, constructed with ma­
sonry structura l walls in combination 
with poured-in-place concrete fl oo r and 
ceiling slabs. 

Architect William F. Cody of nearby 
Pa lm Desert, famous for his man y 

MANY INTERIOR walls of hotel are of 
exposed spli tface concrete b lock , la id 
up in stack bond . 

desert homes and other build ings, when 
given the assignment for the new ad­
diLion , was confronted with a very 
tight , long si te, restricted by code to 
two-story height. This necessitated a 
long, linear concept. Cody came up with 
a masterful plan with open corridors 
heav ily festooned with planters and a 
bu ilding whose mater ials and color 
blend into the mountain selling behind . 
The structu re is so snug against the 
mountain base that it was actuall y 
necessary to dy namite the side of the 
mountain to make room for the hotel. 

The beige-colored , splitface concrete 
block used for a ll the wa lls, laid up in 
stack bond, are in keeping wi th the 
rugged mountain backdrop and blend 
perfectl y into the desert color scheme. 
Moreover, they provide excellent insul­
ation from the hot deser t sun and mini­
mize the air cond ition ing load at a 
time when "save energy" is the theme 
of the day. □ 

owner/developer/ 
generol controctor: HARRY CHADDICK 

architect , WILLIAM F. CODY 
project dHigner , PATRICK SHEEHY 

masonry controctor , JOHN BARAJAS MASONRY [CCMCA ) 
ma , anry supplier: ANGElUS BLOCK CO . 


