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St. Gregory's Symbolic Light Arrives From
Armenia to Launch Fresno Celebrations

By John Ellis

Fresno Bee

FRESNO - A light flickers
ina pitin Armenia where St. Gre-
gory the Hluminator was impris-
oned 1,700 years ago.

In the early hours of Jan. 1,
Karekin i1 -- the 132nd successor
to St. Gregory as Catholicos of All
Armenians -- descended into the
pit and symbolically brought up
the hight.

It was taken to the church
of Holy Etchmiadzin, where it was
presented to the president of Ar-
mienia, Robert Kocharian.,

He took it to the capital,
Yerevan, where it was spread
throughout the country and then
the world. starting a yearlong cel-
ebration of the 1.700th anniver-
sary of Armenia's becoming the
first nation to adopt Christianity
as its official state religion.

in Fresno, the celebration
will be highlighted May 7-9 by the
first visit here by Karekin II.

It was St. Gregory who in
301 A.D. persuaded his captor, the
pagan Armenian sovereign Trdat
HI, to accept Christianity.

After his baptism, the king
proclaimed Christianity the na-
tional refigion. 1t wasn't until 313
that the Edict of Milan granted
religious freedom to Christians in
the Roman Empire.

Last week, a piece of St.
Gregory's symbolic light was in
the sanctuary of St. Paul Arme-
nian Church in Fresno as church
leaders gathered to announce cel-
ebration plans.

"This monumental event is
to raisc awareness of our Chris-
tian identity,” said Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, primate of the
Diocese of Canada and executive
secretary of the Holy Etchmiadzin
1700th Anniversary Committee.
"These celebrations have become
truly the source of new life which
will give us a new momentum to
five our Christian faith."”

Joining Derderian were
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, an Ar-
mentan studies lecturer at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno and
chairman of the local anniversary
committee; the Rev. Arshen Ai-
vazian. parish priest of St. Paul
Armenian Church; the Rev. Sahag
Kaishian, parish priest of St. Mary
Armenian Church in Yettem; the
Rev. Kevork Arakelian, parish
priest of St. Gregory the Ilumi-
nator Armenian Church in Fow-
ler; the Rev. Vartan Kasparian;
and the Rev. Vazken Movsesian,
parish priest of St. Gregory Arme-
nian Church in Pasadena.

Movsesian and Derderian
are on a three-city tour -- Los An-
geles, Fresno and San Francisco -

- - to promote the 1,700th anniver-

sary celebrations.

Events, which run through
September, include carnivals, re-
treats, music celebrations. divine
liturgies and a youth pilgrimage
to Armenia.

On April 14, there will be a

caravan to deliver the flame from
the light of St. Gregory to Valley
parishes.

On Junc 16, there will be the
Belfries of All Christendom,
which encourages churches world-
wide to join the Armenian Church
in ringing their bells in honor of
the FFeast of Holy Etchmiadzin.

And from May 7-9, Karekin
Il will make his first official pon-
tifical visit to the Valley to mark
the celebrations.

In Armenia, the highlight of
the year will come in mid-Septem-
ber with the consceeration of St
Gregory the Huminator Cathedral
in Yerevan, the celebration of the
10th anniversary of Armenia's in-
dependence and the blessing of the
Holy Murom at Etchmiadzin.
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---Speech titled “Britain and
Armenian Genocide”, 7:30 p.m.e
Feb. 20, California State
Umyersut_y, Fresno, University
‘ g:;gxs o(f):hnteé. Speech by Ara

e Gomi St

Details: 278-2669. das In;tltute
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Sarafian Will Speak

ion "Britain and the Armenian
enocide," Feb. 20, 7:30 p.m. at
CSUF's Alice Peters Audito-
um; University Business Center.

iSh Blue Book, "The Treatment
rmemans in the Ottoman Em-

HOuse_of Lords last December

Armeman Studles Program
the Armenian Students Orga-
tion of Fresno State.

Sarafian is a archival histo-

_an Empire and modern Arme-

~ Sarafian is the editor of the

“pire 1915-1916.. .[Uncensored.
on] by James Bryce andf"
nold Toynbee released at. the' "

| specializing on the- later Ot-

' history. He is currently edi-
of - Gomidas Institute-Books"
ico-editor of "Armenian Fo-
\rum:-A Journal of Contemporary -
LAﬁ"azrs " He has extensive experi- «
rence doing research in the ar- -

on 'Brltam and the

?Armenlan Genocide' at CSUF on Feb. 20

" FRESNO - Ara Sarafian of
Gomidas Institute, will speak-

chives of Armema in London
Boston,: Athens, . in: the National
Archives in: Washington;: D.C.,
and also.in: the Prime Ministry-
Archives of Istan-bul.::

_ " Hehas participated in many
conferences, including UCLA, the -
" Internationali Conference on
_ Genocide; Religion;; and Moder-
‘nity-at the U.S: Holocaust Memo-
.rial: Museum,, and’ Drew Umver-
ty; among others. . :
-Sarafian has edlted a series :

»,-.,on ‘Umted States: Official Docu--

‘ments on the Armienian Genoczde, ;
“'and the: recentlyx published’ Days
of T rageaiv Personal Experzences 5
in Harpoot 1 91 3zl 917.+
' The lecture is free and open-
to the public. Parkmg restrictions -
are relaxed on Lots A and J aﬁer
7 pumis : v

For more mformatlon con- -
tact. the’ ‘ Armenian: Studies.. Pro-.
gram at (559) 278-2669
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Dickran Kouymijian will serve on international committee

=% r. Dickran Kouymijian, director of
" Fresno State’s Armenian Studies
Program, has been invired to serve on
the selection committee of the Francqui
Scientific Prize, Belgium’s equivalent to

the Nobel Prize.

The jury is made up exclusively of inter-
nationally recognized non-Belgium
scholars, who after reviewing the
elaborate files of each candidare meer
for two days in Brussels to choose the
winner from a field of some dozen
candidates. In addition to Kouymjian,

there are three other jury members from
the United States, three from the United
Kingdom, two each from France and
Germany, and single scholars from the
Netherlands, Sweden and Taiwan.

The prize is awarded most years to
scholars in the hard sciences, but this year
it will go to a scholar in the humanities or
social sciences. The prize is named after
Emile Francqui, a banker and sometime
cabinet minister of Belgium who greatly
aided his countrymen during the famine
conditions of World War 1.

The award will be made on Saturday,
April 21, by King Albert II of Belgium.
On the evening before there will be a
banquert for the jury and the candidates.
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Society for Armenian Studies Holds Elections

FRESNO - The Society for
Armenian Studies announced
the results of recently held elec-
tions and the new Executive
Council includes Bar
Mugrdechian, President; Peter
Cowe, Vice President; Levon
Chorbajian, Treasurer, Houri
Berberian, Secretary; along
with council members-without-
portfolio Robert Hewsen, Rich-
ard Hovannisian. and Dickran
Kouymii Dennis Papazian.
as last year’s out-going Presi-
dent, will serve a one year term
as an ex-officio member of the
Executive Council.

George Bournoutian and
James Russell are leaving the
executive Council after serving
three-year terms.

In November of 2001, the
Society will be holding its an-
nual meeting in San Francisco
in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the Middle East
Studies Association. The Soci-
ety is planning several panels
on a variety of Armenian-
related topics.

The Society of Armenian
Studies is composed of schol-
ars, students and patrons of
Armenian Studies. Although
its membership is international,
the overwhelming majority of
members are based in the
United States and Canada.

The Secretariat of the Soci-
ety is now at the Armenian
Studies Program of California
State University, Fresno, 5245
N. Backer Ave. PB4, Fresno,
CA 93740-8001.

The Society for Armenian
Studies was founded in 1974
and is dedicated to the devel-
opment of Armenian Studies as
an academic discipline.

The aims of the Society for
Armenian Studies are to pro-
mote the study of Armenian
culture and society, including
history, language, literature,
art, and social, political, and
economic questions, to facili-
tate the exchange of scholarly
information pertaining to Ar-
menian studies around the
world, and to sponsor panels

and conferences on Armenian
studies.

The programs of the Society
include publication of a News-
letter (three times a year) on
the Society’s activities and on
current research on Armenia,
publication of The Journal of
the Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (annually), encouragement,
sponsorship and publication of
research on all facets of Arme-
nian culture and society, and
such other activities as the SAS
Executive Council may from
time to time determine.
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Aram Kouyoumdjian to Present One-Man Plays

FRESNO, CA - Aram
Kouyoumdjian of Sacramento,
California will be presenting
“Bedlam,” two one-man plays, at
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17,
2001 in the Alice Peters Audito-
rium, University Business Cen-
ter, on the California State Uni-
versity, Fresno campus. The
evening performance is co-spon-
sored by the Armenian Students

Organization at Fresno State and

the Armenian National Commit-
tee, Central California.

Combining prose and poetry,
“Bedlam” is a rumination of the
roles that choice and chance play
in shaping the course of human
lives. Mixing seemingly incon-
gruent images such as surfing,
marriage, food, and work, Mr.
Kouyoumdjian crafts a piece that
is both humorous and contem-
plative.

“Bedlam” premiered in 1996 in
Southern California as part of the
“Literary Corner” series of the
Glendale Public Library.

Mr. Kouyoumdjian is a co-
founder of Vista Players and
serves as that theater group’s
Artistic Director. He recently
won an Elly Award as Best Di-
rector of a Drama for the Vista
Players production of Three Ho-
tels, a Sacramento premiere that
was nominated for Best Overall
Production of a Drama. He had
been earlier nominated for di-
recting Vista Players’ premier
production, Six Degrees of Sepa-
ration, which was also nomi-
nated for Best Overall Produc-

tion of a Drama. Having directed
Marvin’s Room this past fall, Mr.
Kouyoumdjian will next helm
The Substance of Fire in the
spring. )
Alongside directing, Mr.
Kouyoumdjian authors and per-
forms solo works, among them
“Bedlam,” “Cosmic Collisions,”
and “Protest,” which he has per-
formed at various venues in
Southern California, including,
most recently, the Downey Mu-
seum of Art. Mr. Kouyoumdjian
has also performed, as solo
pieces, writings by Armenian
authors, such as Hagop Oshagan
and Krikor Beledian, in their
original language. He will return

to Los Angeles in March to”

present selections from Mr.
Beledian’s latest novel. -
The performance is free and
open to the public. Parking re-
strictions are relaxed on lots A
and J after 7:00 p.m. For more
information on the lecture or
about parking on campus, inter-
ested persons should contact the
Armenian Studies Program at
(559) 278-2669.
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Tom Bozigian Armenian Dance
Seniinar in Fresno May 4-5

FRESNO - Internationally
recognized dance instructor
Tom Bozigian will teach a
weekend of traditional Arme-
nian dance, on Friday, May 4
and Saturday, May 5. 2001.
The Friday session begins at
7:00 PM and continues until
10:00 PM in the South Gym.
Room 134 on the Fresno State
campus. Saturday’s class runs
from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. Mr.
Bozigian’s dance scminar is
sponsored by the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno
State.

There is a $50 per person
fee for the course and those
interested in registering should
contact the Division of Ex-
tended Education at (559) 278-
0333 to receive registration
materials. The Dance Seminar
is open to the public and is ex-
pected to fill quickly, so make
sure to register early.

Torn Bozigian was born in
Los Angeles. California to Ar-
menian parents and he was
raised and educated in Fresno.
California, receiving his B.A.
degree in Russian Area Studics
and M.A. in Education.

At the invitation of the So-
viet Armenian government in
the early 1970°s. Mr. Bozigian

traveled to Yerevan, Armenia
where he continued his classi-
cal and character dance train-
ing graduating from the State
Choreographic School Sayat
Nova in a three-year program
After returning to the United
States Mr. Bozigian devoted his
career to the preservation,
performance and instruction of

original Armenian song and

dance.

In 1975 Tom Bozigian
founded the International Song
and Dance Symposium and
directed the one week seminar
for 5 years at the University of
Hawaii Oahu campus and for
20 years at University of Cali-
fornia Santa-Barbara campus.
Many noted folk dance special-
ists presented their dance pro-
grams at these institutes.

Bozigian lives in Los Ange-

les where, today, the largest

concentration of Armenians
outside Armenia reside. He
continues his classical dance
training. studies musical ar-
rangement and harmony. He
also directs “Hye Bar Enter-
tainment” (a DJ service).
Bozigian is fluent in English,
Russian and Armenian.

For more information. con-
tact the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at (559) 278-2669.
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CSUF ASO and Armenian Studies Program
to Hold One Day Annual Film Festival April 20

FRESNO - The Armenian
Students  Organization  and
Armeman Studies Program of
California  State  University.
Fresno are co-sponsoring the
2™ Armenian Film Festival”
from 7:30-10:00 PM on Friday.
April 20, 2001 in the Alice
Peters  Auditorium  of  the.
Umversity Business Center on
the Fresno State campus.

Admission io the “2™ An-
nual Armenian Film Festival®
is free and filmgoers will have
the opportunity to ask the direc-
tors questions after the screcu-
ing of each short-film. The
films. while in the English lan-
guage. are all directed and pro-
duced by a new generation of
Armenian filmmakers.

The Armenian Students
Organization is proud to fea-
ture the films of a new genera-
tion of Armenian writers. pro-
ducers. and directors.

This program is supported.
in pant, by funds of the Univer-
sity Student Union Diversity
Awareness Program.

The following films will be
screened beginning at 7:30 PM:

“Gyumri-Armenia” by
Director Maria Hacopian Scott
(USA, Color. 20 minutes).

“Gyumri-Armenia”  is  a
docu-drama of post-carthquake
Armenia. It is a story as secn
through the eyes of two report-
ers who become involved in a
plot in the ancient city of
Gyumri, which seems in de-

spair. The film addresses the
poverty and hardship of people
trying to survive the cold win-
ter snow. but also reminds us of
the spirit of the Armenian peo-
ple.

“Stream of Social Inter-
course” by Producer/Director
Serj Minassians (USA. Color.
25 minutes).

“Stream of Social Inter-
course” has won six major
awards in various film festivals
around the world.

“Morning Execution™ by
Writer/Director Edwin Avaness
(USA. Color. 10 minutes).

Filmed in l6émm non sync-
sound and set in France in
World War II, “Morning Exe-
cution” is a complex narrative
about a partisan woman, whose
lover is killed by the Nazis.
She, then, takes revenge on a
German soldier.

Additional films may be
added to the program at a later
date. For more information on
the “2™ Armenian Film Festi-
val.” call the Armenian Studies
Program office at (559) 278-
2669. :
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Tom Bozigian Will Teach Armenian
Dance, May 4-5, at Fresno State

FRESNO - Internationally
recognized dance instructor Tom
Bozigian will teach a weekend of
traditional Armenian dance, May
4 and 5, at the Fresno State cam-
pus. The Friday class begins at 7
p.m. until 10 p.m. in the South
Gym, Room 134. Saturday's class
runs from 9 a.m. unti! 5 p.m. The
dance seminar is sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program at
Fresno State.

There is a $50 per person
fee for the course. To receive reg-
istration materials, interested per-
sons should contact the Division
of Extended Education at (559)
278-0333.

Bozigian was born in Los
Angeles and was raised and edu-
cated in Fresno, receiving a B.A.
degree in Russian Area Studies
and an M.A. in Education. At the
invitation of the Soviet Armenian
government in the early 1970s,

Bozigian traveled to Yer-
evan where he continued his clas-
sical and character dance train-
ing graduating from the State
Choreographic School Sayat
Nova in a three-year program.

Each year, Bozigian travels
to Armenia to continue his re-
search with various institutions
and dance specialists.

In addition to the dances of

the pre-1915 period and the Cau-
casian Armenian dances, Bozi-gian
specializes in new Armenian folk
dances as well as choreography. He
regularly tours the Orient and Eu-
rope teaching Armenian dance to
international folk dance collective
and to groups within Armenian
communities.

In 1975, Bozigian founded
the International Song and Dance
Symposium and directed the one-
week seminar for five years at the
University of Hawaii, Oahu cam-
pus, and for 20 years at the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Bar-
bara.

Bozigian lives in Los Ange-
les, and continues his dance train-
ing, studies musical arrangements
and harmony. He also directs "Hye
Bar Entertainment” a DJ service.
Bozigian is fluent in English, Rus-
sian and Armenian.

For more information, con-
tact the Armenian Studies Program
at (559) 278-2669.

PAGE: 1 of 1
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'‘Bedlam’ to be Presented at CSUF on April 17

FRESNO - Aram Kouy-
oumdjian of Sacramento, Calif.
will present "Bedlam,” two one-
man plays on April 17, in the
Alice Peters Auditorium, Univer-
sity Business Center, on the Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno
campus. The performance is co-
sponsored by the Armenian Stu-
dents Organization at Fresno State
and the Armenian National Com-
mittee, Central California. _

Combining prose and po-
etry, "Bedlam" is a rumination of
the roles that choice and chance
play in shaping the course of hu-
man lives. Mixing seemingly-in-
congruent images such as surfing,
marriage, food, and work,

Kouyoumdjian crafts a pie-
ce that is both humorous and con-
templative. He is a co-founder of
Vista Players and serves as that

theater group's Artistic Director.
He recently won an Elly Award as
Best Director of a Drama for the
Vista Players production of Three
Hotels, a Sacramento premiere
that was nominated for Best Over-
all Production of a Drama, as well
as being nominated for Six De-
grees of Separation.

Alongside directing, Kouy-
oumdjian authors and performs
solo works which he has per-
formed at various venues in South-
ern California. Kouyoumd-jian
has also performed, as solo pieces,

- writings by Armenian authors,

such as Hagop Oshagan and
Krikor Beledian, in their original
language.

The performartée is free. For
more information contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669. -

PAGE: 1 of 1
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SAS Elects

New Executive

FRESNO - The Society for
Armenian Studies recently held
elections and the new Executive
Council includes Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, President:; Peter
Cowe, Vice President; Levon
Chorbajian, Treasurer; Houri
Berberian, Secretary; along with
Council members-without-portfo-
lio Robert Hewsen, Richard Hov-
annisian, and Dickran Kouymjian.

In November of this year,
the Society will hold its annual
meeting in San Francisco in con-
junction with the annual meeting
of the Middle East Studies Asso-
ciation,

The Society is composed of
scholars, students and patrons of
Armenian Studies. Although its
membership is international, the
overwhelming majority of mem-
bers are based in the United States
and Canada.

The Society was founded in
1974 and is dedicated to the de-
velopment of Armenian Studies as
an academic discipline.

The aims of the Society are
to promote the study of Armenian
culture and society, including his-
tory, language, literature, art, and
social, political, and economic
questions, to facilitate the ex-
change of scholarly information

pertaining to Armenian
studies around the world, and to
sponsor panels and conferences on
Armenian studies.

The programs of the Soci-
ety include publication of a News-
letter (three times a year) on the
Society's activities and on current
research on Armenia, publication
of The Journal of the Society for
Armenian Studies (annually), en-
couragement, sponsorship and
publication of research on all fac-
ets of Armenian culture.
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SUBJECT : 2nd Annual Armenian Film Festival at Fresno State

Second Annual Fresno State
Armenian Film Festival

FRESNO—The Armenian Students
Organization and the Armenian Studies
Program of California State University, Fresno
are co-sponsoring the “2nd Armenian Film
Festival” from 7:30-10 p.m. on Friday, April
20, 2001 in the Alice Peters Auditorium of the
University Business Center on the Fresno
State campus.

Admission to the “2nd Annual Armenian
Film Festival” is free and film-goers will have
the opportunity to ask the directors
questions after the screening of each short-
film. The films, while in the English language,
are all directed and produced by a new
generation of Armenian film-makers.

“Gyumri-Armenia” by Director Maria
Hacopian Scott is the first filmbeing featured
(USA, Color, 20 minutes). Hacopian Scott’s
docu-drama of post-earthquake Armenia is a
story seen through the eyes of two reporters
who become involved in a plot in the ancient
city of Gyumnri, which seems in despair. The
film addresses the poverty and hardship of
people trying to survive the cold winter snow,

but also reminds us of the spirit of the
Armenian people.
The second film to be shown is “Stream

of Social Intercourse” by Producer/Director

Serj Minassians (USA, Color, 25 minutes).
“Stream of Social Intercourse” has won six
major awards in various film festivals around
the world.

“Morning Execution” by Writer/Director
Edwin Avaness (USA, Color, 10 minutes) is
the last film featured at this year’s festival.
Filmed in 16mm non sync-sound and set in
France in World War II, “Moming Execution”
is a complex narrative about a partisan woman,
who takes revenge on a German soldier after
her lover is killed by the Nazis.

Additional films may be added to the
programata later date. The programis supported,
in part, by funds of the University Student Union
Diversity Awareness Program.

For more information on the *2nd Armenian
Film Festival,” call the Armenian Studies
Program office at (559) 278-2669.
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(15th Annual Armenian Studies Banquet)

“An Evening on the Lake with
William Saroyan”

FRESNO, CA - The Armenian Studies Program of California
State University, Fresno invites the community to its 15th Anniversary
Banquet, “An Evening on the Lake with William Saroyan,” at 5:00
p-m. on Sunday, May 6, 2001.

Fresno photographer Paul Kalinian’s film, “William Saroyan,”" a docu-
mentary on the life of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Saroyan, will be shown
during the evening festivities. The film is winner of six international
film festival awards, including a gold award for best documentary.

* California State Senator Chuck Poochigian will be the Master of
Ceremonies during the banquet.

Cherie Chooljian will entertain guests on the piano. Her first love is
music and she plays the piano and sings, and has recorded Jazz and
Latin CDs. She has performed in the Boston area and, for the last ten
years, in San Francisco.

The banquet will be held at the home of Dr. Jane Kardashian and
Vatche Soghomonian, overlooking Millerton Lake.

Reservations may be made throtigh the Armenian Studies Program
office by phoning (559) 278-2669. Tickets cost $40 per person or $400
ger tablg of 10. Fresno State students benefit from a special price of

15. ‘

Deadline for reservations is April 20, 2001. '

Further details may be obtained by contacting the Armenian Studies
Program office at (559) 278-2669.
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Society for
Armenian

Studies Holds

Elections

FRESNO, CA - The Society
for Armenian Studies announced
the results of recently held elec-
tions, and the new Executive
Council includes Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, President; Peter
Cowe, Vice President; Levon
Chorbajian, Treasurer; Houri
Berberian, Secretary, along with
council members-without-portfo-
lio Robert Hewsen, Richard
Hovannisian, and Dickran
Kouymjian. Dennis Papazian, as
last year’s outgoing President, will
serve a one-year term as an ex-
officio member of the Executive
Council.

George Bournoutian and James
Russell are leaving the Executive
Council after serving three-year
terms.

In November of 2001, the So-
ciety will be holding its annual
meeting in San Francisco in con-
junction with the annual meeting
of the Middle East Studies Asso-
ciation. The Society is planning
several panels on a variety of Ar-
menian-related topics.

The Society of Armenian Stud-
ies is composed of scholars, stu-
dents and patrons of Armenian
Studies. Although its membership
is international, the overwhelming
majority of members are based in
the United States and Canada. -

The Secretariat of the Society is
now at the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram of California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, 5245 N. Backer Ave.
PB4, Fresno, CA 93740-8001.

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies was founded in 1974 and is
dedicated to the development of
Armenian Studies as an academic
discipline.

The aims of the Society for Ar-
menian Studies are to promote the
study of Armenian culture and
society, including history, lan-
guage, literature, art, and sqcial,
political, and economic questions;
to facilitate the exchange of schol-
arly information pertaining 0 Ar-
menian studies around the world;
and to sponsor panels and con-
ferences on Armenian studies.

The programs of the Society
include publication of a News-
letter (three times a year) on the
Society’s activities and on cur-
rent research on Armenia, publi-
cation of The Journal of the So-
ciety for Armenian Studies (an-
nually), encouragement, spon-
sorship and publication of re-
search on all facets of Armenian
culture and society, and such
other activities as the SAS Ex-
ecutive Council may from time
to time determine.
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Second Annual Armenian Film
Festival to Be Held at CSUF

FRESNO, CA - The Armenian Students Organization and Ar-
menian Studies Program of California State University, Fresno
are co-sponsoring the “2nd Armenian Film Festival” from 7:30-
10:00 p.m. on Friday, April 20, 2001 in the Alice Peters Audi-
torium of the University Business Center on the Fresno State
campus.

Admission to the “2nd Annual Armenian Film Festival” is
free, and film-goers will have the opportunity to ask the direc-
tors questions after the screening of each short film. The films,
while in the English language, are all directed and produced by
a new generation of Armenian filmmakers.

The Armenian Students Organization will feature the films of
a new generation of Armenian writers, producers, and direc-
tors.

This program is supported, in part, by funds of the University
Student Union Diversity Awareness Program.

The following films will be screened beginning at 7:30 p.m.:

“Gyumri-Armenia” by Director Maria Hacopian Scott (USA,
Color, 20 minutes).

“Gyumri-Armenia” is a docu-drama of post-earthquake Ar-
menia. It is a story as seen through the eyes of two reporters
who become involved in a plot in the ancient city of Gyumri,
which seems in despair. The film addresses the poverty and
hardship of people trying to survive the cold winter snow, but
also reminds us of the spirit of the Armenian people.

“Stream of Social Intercourse” by Producer/Director Serj
Minassians (USA, Color, 25 minutes).

“Stream of Social Intercourse” has won six major awards in
various film festivals around the world.

. “Morning Execution” by Writer/Director Edwin Avaness
(USA, Color, 10 minutes).

Filmed in 16mm non sync-sound and set in France in World
War 11, “Morning Execution” is a complex narrative about a
partisan woman, whose lover is killed by the Nazis. She then
takes revenge on a German soldier.

Additional films may be added 0 the program at a later date.
For more information on the ‘*2nd Armenian Film Festival,”
interested persons may call the Armenian Studies Program of-
fice at (559) 278-2669.
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Armenian Dance Seminar at
Fresno State in Beginning of May

FRESNO, CA - Internationally recognized dance instructor
Tom Bozigian will teach a weekend of traditional Armenian
dance, on Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5, 2001. The Friday
session begins at 7:00 p.m. and continues until 10:00 p.m. in the
South Gym, Room 134 on the Fresno State campus. Saturday’s
class runs from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Mr. Bozigian’s dance semi-
nar is sponsored by the Armenian Studies Program at Fresno
State. :

There is a $50-per-person fee for the course and those inter-
ested in registering should contact the Division of Extended Edu-
cation at (559) 278-0333 to receive registration materials. The
Dance Seminar is open to the public and is expected to fill
quickly, so make sure to register early.

Tom Bozigian was born in Los Angeles, California to Arme-
nian parents. He was raised and educated in Fresno, California,
receiving his B.A. degree in Russian Area Studies and M.A. in
Education. )

At the invitation of the Soviet Armenian government in the
early 1970’s, Mr. Bozigian traveled to Yerevan, Armenia where
he continued his classical and character dance training, gradu-
ating from the Sayat Nova State Choreographic School in a three-
year program. After returning to the United States, Mr. Bozigian
devoted his career to the preservation, performance and instruc-
tion of original Armenian song and dance.

Each year Mr. Bozigian travels to Armenia to continue his re-
search. He works with various institutions and dance specialists
and, at the same time, visits target areas throughout Armenia for
the purpose of drawing comparisons of original dances from
both Armenia and the Diaspora.

Tom Bozigian is particularly sought out for his extensive knowl-
edge of Armenian dances from the pre-1915 period.

In addition to the dances of the pre-1915 period and the Cau-
casian Armenian dances, Bozigian specializes in new Armenian
folk dances as well as choreography for stage presentation. He
regularly tours the Orient and Europe. teaching Armenian dance
to international folk dance collectives and to groups within Ar-
menian communilies.

In 1975 Tom Bozigian founded the International Song and
Dance Symposium. He directed the one-week seminar for five
years at the University of Hawaii Oahu campus and, for 20 years,
at University of Californta Santa Barbara campus. Many noted
folk dance specialists presented their dance programs at these
institutes. :

Bozigian lives in Los Angeles where, today, the largest con-
centration of Armenians outside Armenia resides. He continues
his classical dance training, and studies musical arrangement
and harmony. He also directs “Hye Bar Entertainment” (a DJ
service). Bozigian is fluent in English, Russian and Armenian.

For more information, interested persons should contact the
Armenian Studies Program at (559) 278-2669.
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Second Armenian Film Festival
Slated at CSUF Campus on April 20

FRESNO - The Armenian
Students Organization and Arme-
nian Studies Program of Califor-
nia State University, Fresno are co-
sponsoring the "2nd Armenian
Film Festival” on April 20 in the
Alice Peters Auditorium on the
Fresno State campus.

Admission is free and film-
goers will have the opportunity to
ask the directors questions after the
screening of each short-film. The
films, while in the English lan-
‘guage, are all directed and pro-
duced by a new generation of Ar-
menian filmmakers.

The program is supported,
in part, by funds of the University
Student Union Diversity Aware-
ness Program.

The following films will be
screened beginning at 7:30 p.m.:

"Gyumri-Armenia" by Di-
rector Maria Hacopian Scott
(USA, color, 20 minutes). The film
is a docu-drama of post-earthquake
Armenia. It is a story as seen
through the eyes of two reporters
who become involved in a plot in

the ancient city of Gyumri, which
seems in despair. The film ad-

- dresses the poverty and hardship

of people trying to survive the cold
winter snow, but also reminds us
of the spirit of the Armenian
people;

"Stream of Social Inter-
course” by Producer/Director Serj
Minassians (USA, color, 25 min-
utes). This film has won six ma-
Jjor awards in various film festi-
vals around the world:

"Morning Execution” by
Writer/Director Edwin Avaness
(USA, color, 10 minutes). Filmed
in 16 mm non sync-sound and set
in France in World War 11, "Mom-
ing Execution” is a complex nar-
rative about a partisan woman.
whose lover is kifled by the Na-
zis. She, then, takes revenge on a
German soldier.

Additional films may be
added to the program at a later
date. For more information, call
the Armenian Studies Program
office at (559) 278-2669.
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CSUF Armenian Studies Program Will Hold Banquet on May 6

FRESNO - The Armenian
Studies Program of California
State University, Fresno will hold
their 15th Anniversary Banquet,
"An Evening on the Lake with
William Saroyan," on May 6, at 5
p.m.

Fresno photographer Paul

Kalinian's film, "William Sa-
royan,” a documentary on the life
of the Pulitzer Prize-winning
Saroyan, will be shown during the
evening. The film is winner of six
international film festival awards,
including a gold award for best
documentary.

California state Senator
Chuck Poochigian will be the
banquet's Master of Ceremonies.

Reservations may be made
through the Armenian Studies
Program office at (559)278-2669.
Tickets are $40 per person.
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Display vandalized at Madden Library

By Lisa Papitia
The Coutecian

Fresno State officials have no
leads on who is to blame for the
vandalism of the Armenian Geno-
cide exhibit on display in the
Henry Madden Library.

“I think it’s sad. They can't
come out and say, ‘we don’t agree
with it,”” said Michael Harutinian,
president of the Armenian Stu-
dents Organization at Fresno
State. “They have to do it when
no one's looking.”

“It was very dlstxessmg I

'VANDAL

- grandfather moved remaining fam-
ily members to Lebanon.

For decades, Armenians have
waited for the Turkish government
to acknowledge and apologize for
the inhumane treatment of their
people, but the Turkish govern-
ment has refused.

Though it is not yet known who
might have been responsible for the
vandalism to the display, Tateosian
said he feels it would have to be
someone knowledgeable about the
genocide.

_Tateosian also said that tensions
between the Armenian and Turkish
cultures escalated recently when
France recognized the legitimacy of
the genocide.

In an act of retaliation, Turkey
withdrew from a $200 million satel-
lite with France, Tateosian said.

Susan Mangini, assistant to the
Dean of the Library, said the library
has never had a problem like this in

the 12 years of her employment. ~

She maintained, however, the li-
brary is not responsible for materi-
als on display citing the library’s
exhibit policy, which has been in
effect since 1984.

Mangini said the fact the display
was out in the open, instead of en-
closed in a protective case, might
have contributed to the offense.

thought it was an insult to our
people.” said B w__]
Mugrdechian a professor of Arme-
nian Studies.

Posters of pictures and historical
information regarding the Arme-
nian Genocide have been on dis-
play since April 11 on the second-
floor bridge of the library.

On Friday, some of the posters
were found smeared with caramel.
Other posters were littered with
Post-it notes that had the web ad-
dress of a pro-Turkish Web site
scribbled on them. A picture was

torn off the front of yet another

poster.

“It’s like an anger that I can't
describe,” said Sevag Tateosian,
vice-president of the Armenian
Students Organization.

Approximately 500 students
of Armenian descent attend
Fresno State.

“This is something that all of
our great-grandparents went
through,” Tateosian said.

April 24, 1915, is a date of
significance to the Armenian
people.

This date marks the anniver-
sary of the murders of hundreds

of thousands of Armenians massa-
cred by the Turkish government.
according to Der Mugrdechian. It
also was the beginning of the
forced deportation of the remain-
ing Armenians by the Turks. Ar
menians were raped, starved. and
murdered during these “death
marches,” as it is more widelv
known.

Tateosian's great-great grand-
parents were victims of the geno-
cide, leaving his great-grandfather
an orphan. Eventually, Tateosian’s

PLEASE SEE VAN DAL ON PAGET 2.
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Bush skirts reference to genoc1de

Armenians lash out at him as

he commemorates the

‘infamous killings’ in Turkey.

By MiCHAEL DOYLE

BEE WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON - Caught between a cam-
paign promise to Armenian-Americans and
the concerns of his own State Department,
President Bush sided with the diplomats

Tuesday.

Bush scrupulously avoided the term
in a written commemoration
Tuesday of what he termed instead as
“these infamous killings [that] darkened
the 20th century and continue to haunt us
to this day.” In so doing, Bush followed the
lead of his father but also antagonized the
Armenian-American activists who feel
once again misled by the White House.

“genocide”

President 1311 ISH
Pledc 1o R
Amenian ¢

“Armenian groups thought that this time

a presidential candidate who promised to
_ Please sec ARMENIA, Page A5
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CRAIG KOHLRUSS — THE FRESNO BEE
Harout Atikian, 12, of Fresno distributes fliers taking President Bush to task for not
recognizing the Armenian genaocide. “It's important to our history,” he said.

Armenia: Bush avoids term ‘genocide’

Continued from Page A1l

call the genocide a genocide if elected ...

would keep his word,” said _Dj

Kouymijan, director of the Armenian Studies
rogram at California State University, Fres-

no. “He has not.”

Said Rep. George Radanovich, R-Mariposa:
“I'm obviously disappointed. It didn't do
what we wanted it to do, but ] think it's some-
thing we just keep pursuing.”

Toward that end, Radanovich planned to
re-introduce legislation today that essential-
ly seeks to use the genocide term avoided by
the administration.

The Armenian National Committee of
America, which had bombarded the White
House with an estimated 100,000 postcards
in recent weeks, likewise described itself as
“profoundly disappointed” with what it
termed Bush's “broken promise.”

In Fresno, nearly 400 people packed the Pil-
grim Armenian Congregational Church in
Fresno Tuesday night to remember the 86th
anniversary of the Armenian genocide.
Young and old complained about Bush's deci-
sion and passed out leaflets, titled “Betrayed
Again,” that condemned the president for
breaking his pledge.

“The Turks killed more than 1.5 million Ar-
menians and took their land,” said Harout
Atikian, 12, of Fresno, who passed out leaf-
lets. “It is important to us that it is called a
genocide. It's important to our history.”

The Mass brought together the congrega-
tions of five Armenian churches. The requiem

and liturgy were spoken in Armenian, but the
priests of each church made their messages
clear in English.

“It doesn’'t matter what a president says,
said the Rev. Ara Guekguezian of Pilgrim Ar-
menian Congregational Church. “I know the
truth. It resides within me. Truth denied is
death.”

Deacon Allan Y. jendian of St. Paul Arme-
nian Church said: “The truth is the truth. It
cannot be rewritten.”

Members of Holy Trinity Armenian
Church, First Armenian Presbyterian Church
and St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem
were also present.

Said Alma Margosian, who attended:

“We are so terribly disappointed,” she said.
“We believed that, as a Christian man, Bush
would have honored his promise. This fight
will never stop until our government ac-
knowledges the genocide.”

After the service, children sang Armenian
songs, and Diane Goshgarian, author of “The
Arbitrary Sword,” a historical novel about the
genocide, gave a speech about the impor-
tance of remembering Armenian history.

She also slammed Bush, saying, “He made
a promise. If you can't trust the president,
who can you trust?”

During last year's presidential campaign,
while pursuing the roughly 1 million Ameri-
cans of Armenian descent, Bush employed
the key word that's the centerpiece of a long-
running dispute, saying that “the Armenians

”

were subjected to a genocidal campaign.”

The phrasing was carefully noted in Califor-
nia, home to an estimated 500,000 Armenian-
Americans. Bush further promised he would
“ensure that our nation properly recognizes
the tragic suffering of the Armenian people.”

Tuesday, neither Bush nor his press secre-
tary spoke publicly about the Armenians. In-
stead, the White House made public without
fanfare a five-paragraph statement that
praised “the spirit that survived again in the
face of the bitter fate that befell so many Ar-
menians at the end of the Ottoman Empire.”

Of the suffering, there's no question. But
assessments of what happened in the dying
days of the Ottoman Empire between 1915
and 1923 can vary intensely. Turkish officials
peg the number of Armenian deaths during
the period at about 600,000 and stress the
chaotic and mutually destructive nature of
the conflict.

“It was the Ottoman Armenians’ violent po-
litical alliance with the Russian forces, not
their ethnic or religious identity, which ren-
dered them subject to the relocation,” the As-
sembly of Turkish American Associations
said in a statement.

Armenian officials say the death toll

reached 1.5 million, and resulted from a cen-
trally planned, attempted destruction of an
entire people.
» The reporter can be reached at
mdoyle@mcclatchydc.com or (202) 383-0006.
Bee staff writer Pablo Lopez contributed to this
report.
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-
eremony recognizes
‘Armenian Genocide

By TamisHa Fetron
Te Cottecian

The sign behind the podium read:
«pArmenian Genocide: 1915-1923 — 2
million massacred.” -

Unfamiliar tunes escaped the
Middle Eastern instruments, grabbing
the attention of passersby.

An intimate crowd gathered.

Students, staff members and others
gathered at the model of the Armenian
Martyred Monument Tuesday to com-
memorate the Armenian Genocide.

Armenians memorialize the geno-
cide on April 24 because on that day,
in 1915, three hundred Armenian lead-
ers in Constantinople (present day
Istanbul) were killed, said Michael
Harutinian, president of the Armenian
Student Organization.

The Ottoman Empire carried out
the genocide, and from 1915 to 1923,
1.5 million Armenians were killed,

- Harutinian said.

Assimilation is the slowest form of
annihilation, said Deran Koligian,
Fresno County Supervisor. The key, he
said. is to find a balance and to be a
productive part of the United States
while retaining the Armenian culture.

“I see three million eyes looking
down at us, and they are saying what
asmall price to pay. All we have to do
Is give our attention; our ancestors gave
their lives,” Koligian said.

Itdoesn’t matter if the Turkish gov-
frnment acknowledges the genocide,
said Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the
Armenian Studies Program in the clos-

Ing ceremonies. The tradition will con-
ﬁnue :

(above) Michael Horutinian,
president of the Armenion
Students Associotion, listens
to Fresno County Supervisor
Deran Koligion speck to
students and guests gathered
in the Free,Speech area on
luesday to commemorote
the Armenion Genocide.
(left) Deran Koligicn ploces o
ceremonial flower on
replica of the Armenion
Mertyred Monument, while
the sign of the cross is
performed by o guest fo pay
tribute to the memory of the
Armenicn Genocide.

Jiil Richerds/ THE COLLEGIAN

3 .
We are here to commemorate this

PLEASE SEE ARMENIAN ON PAGE 3.
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day, and we will be here next year
and the vear after and the decade
after and forever,” he said.

Der Mugrdechian distributed
pink and white carnations to par-
ticipants and started a procession,
asking each to reflect. '

“Think about why you’re
here,” Der Mudgrdechian said.
“Think about the moment.”

The musicians made the
middle-eastern instruments reso-
nate calming sounds. The crowd
walked slowly while placing pink
and white carnations at the base of
the model of the Armenian

Martyred Monument.
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Armenian Studies Banquet Celebrates Saroyan

FRESNO, Calif. — The Armenian Studies
Program of California State University,
Fresno invites the community to its 15th
Anniversary Banquet, “An Evening on the
Lake with William Saroyan,” at 5:30 p.m. on
Sunday, May 6.

The film “William Saroyan,” a documen-
tary on the life of the Pulitzer Prize-winning
Saroyan by Fresno photographer Paul
Kalinian, will be shown during the evening

festivities. The film is winner of six interna- -

tional film festivals, including a gold award
for best documentary.

California state Sen. Chuck Poochigian
will be the master of ceremonies.

Cherie Chooljian will entertain guests on
the piano. Her first love is music and she
plays the piano and sings, and has recorded
Jazz and Latin CDs. She has performed for
the last 10 years in San Francisco.

The banquet will be held at the home of Dr.
Jane Kardashian.and Vatche Soghomonian,
over]ooking Millerton Lake.

Reservations may be made through the
Armenian Studies Program office.

|
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Fresno State’s Der Mugrdechian
Awarded Honorary Doctorate

FRESNO - Barlow Der Mugrdechian, lectyr- Economics between the two universities, As :
er in the Armenian Studies Program at part of the project, faculty visit each other’s
California State University, Fresno has been campuses to develop curricula, conduct joint
awarded an honorary doctorate degree from research and hold seminars and workshops,
Yerevan State University for more than a  The next visit will be in the fall, when foyr
decade of work with that institution, plus his Armenian professors visit Fresno State.
efforts in the field of Armenian studies and Der Mugrdechian is director of the project,
community service, whose goal is to contribute to economic and

Yerevan State University is a sister university  politica] stability in Armenja by fostering educa.
to Fresno State. Der Mugrdechian has conduct:  tigna) reform in the area of business/economics.

ed study tours of Armenia and made arrange. Der Mugrdechan is a graduate of Fresno
ments for students from Yerevan State to study  State and the Armenian Studjes program in lan.
at Fresno State, Buage and. literature at the University of

In 1999, he authbred a federal grant, which California at Los Angeles. He has been a lec.
has been extended to 2003, for a Faculty  turer i the Armenian Studies program at
Development Program in Business and Fresno State for 16 years.

_— S
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- Catliolicos Karekin II to Visit
| San Joaquin Valley

FRESNO, CA - His Holiness,
Karekin IT, Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of AllArmenians, will
soon be making his first pontifi-
cal visitation to the San Joaquin
Valley. Armenian and non-Arme-
nian faithful anxiously await the
arrival of His Holiness, as he is the
142" successor to the Holy
Aposts Thaddeus  and
Bartholomew ‘and the 132
Catholicos since Saint Gregory
the Illuminator. This year, the Ar-
menian Apostolic Orthodox
Church is celebrating the 1700"
anniversary of Armenia’s becom-
ing the first nation to accept Chris-
tianity as a state religion.

Catholicos. Karekin II will ar-
rive at the Fresno Air Terminal
in the Executive Terminal at 3:30
p.m., Monday, May 7. Upon de-
scending from the airplane, His
Holiness will conduct the tradi-
tional ceremony of “Blessing the-
Bread and Salt.” “Be among the
faithful as we gather to greet His
Holiness and witness the act of
sanctification,” stated Deacon
AllanY. Jendian, Regional Chair-

man of the Pontifical Reception -

Committee.
His Holiness to
Celebrate Badarak

Evening services, with the sing-
ing of Hrashapar and the celebra-
tion of a Pontifical Divine Liturgy
by His Holiness, will begin at 7:00
p-m. in the sanctuary of St. Paul
Armenian Church at 1* and Da-
kota. A combined choir from the
parishes of the Western Diocese
in the San Joaquin Valley will par-
ticipate:-St. Paul, Fresno; St. Gre-
gory the lluminator, Fowler; Sts.

Sahag-Mesrob, Reedley; St. Mary,

Yettem; and Holy Cross, Turlock.
Pastoral Visits to Valley
" Churches

- His Holiness will visit the out-

lying Valley parish communities
of the Western Diocese on Tues-
day, May 8, where the welcom-

ing Hrashapar services will be

conducted. -
Parish visitations will begin at

'St. Mary, Yettem, 10:30 a.m., Sts.

Sahag-Mesrob, Reedley, 12 noon,
and St. Gregory, Fowler, 1:30 p.m.

Each parish has prepared some- .

thing special to welcome His Ho-
liness on his first visit to their
church. “The faithful are invited
to take part in the welcoming of,

and ‘worshipping with, the

Catholicos,” stated Deacon Varouj
Altebarmakian, Diocesan Coun-
cil Chairman.
- Youth Rally: Conversation
with His Holiness
During the first pontifical visita-
tion to the San Joaquin Valley, His

Holiness Karekin II will be meeting

with the youth of the Valley.

Prior to the blessed opportunity
of having a “Conversation with
His Holiness,” worship services
will begin at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday,
May 8 at St. Paul Armenian
Church. Dialogue between the
spiritual leader and the faithful
youth will follow and conclude the

-eminent evening,

“During the significant celebra-

-tion of Armenia’s 1700" anniver-

sary of Christianity, youth are en-
couraged to embrace this unique
opportunity to meet the
Catholicos, join him in worship,
hear his message, and participate
in the interactive session,” said
Deacon Matthew Jendian, Youth
Rally Chairman. “Become in-
volved and get energized.”

The youth are a primary focus
and interest of the Catholicos. His
Holiness will also speak to the

children at the Armenian Commu-

nity. School of Fresno and to the
students at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno.
Pontifical Banquet to
Honor Karekin II

A Pontifical Banquet, held in
honor of His Holiness Karekin 11, is
scheduled to commence at 7:00

-p.m., Wednesday, May 9 at the

Radisson Hotel Grand Ballroom.
“The evening will include a capti-
vating and meaningful address from

. His Holiness and an opportunity to

be gathered amongst the faithful and
the Chief Bishop of the Armenian

. Church,” said Ben Krikorian, Pon-

tifical Banquet Chairman. For res-
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ervations to attend this distinctevent

with the Catholicos, interested per-

sons should call St. Paul Church Of-

fice at 226-6343 by April 30.

“The faithful of the Armenian

Church are encouraged to mark their

calendars and plan to join together’

to honor and meet their Chief Spiri-
tual Leader, the Catholicos of All
Armenians,” said. Megan Jendian,
Publicity Chair of the Pontifical Re-
ception Committee.

R
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Der Mugrdechian
Awarded Honorary
Doctorate from YSU

FRESNO - Barlow Der.
Mugrechian, lecturer in the Arme-.
nian Studies Program at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno for 16

_ years,. hasbeenawardedanHon— -
orary Doctorate degree from Yer-

" evan State University for more
than a decade of work with that
institution, plus his efforts in Ar-
menian Studies and commumty B
service.

Yerevan State isa sister uni-
versity to Fresno State. Der
Mugrdechian has conducted study -
tours of Armenia and made ar-
rangements for students from Yer-

. evan State to study at Fresno State.

In 1999, he authored a fed-
eral grant which has been ex-
tended to 2003, for a Faculty De-
velopment Program in Business
and Economics between the two
universities. faculties visit each
other's campuses to develop cur-
ricula, conduct joint research and
hold seminars and workshops. In
the fall four Armenian professors
visit Fresno State.

A director of the prOJect, Der
Mugrdechian is a graduate of
Fresno State and the Armenian
Studies Program in language and
literature at UCLA.
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Prof. Kouymjian Selected to Elite
Jury for Belgian Scientific Prize

" FRESNO - Just as Sweden
has its Nobel Prizes and the United
States its Pulitzer, Belgium has its
annual Francqui Scientific Prize
giventoan outstanding young (un-
der 50) Belgian scholar. The yearly
prize of sqme four million Belgian
francs is the country's most cov-
eted academic distinction. ‘

- Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Di-
rector of Fresno State's Armenian
Studies Program, has been invited
to serve on this year's selection
committee, which is made up ex-

_ clusively of internationally recog-

nized non-Belgian scholars. .
Kouymijian said he was

_taken aback, but pleasantly sur-

prised by his nomination to the
jury. His attributes this honor to
several colleagues in Belgium and
the fact that he has given lectures.
at the Catholic University in
Louvain-la-Neuve.

This year's jury is made up
of scholars from the U.S,, the
United Kingdbm, France, Ger-
many, the Netherlands, Sweden
and Taiwan.

King Albert II of Belgium

. presented the award on April 21,

following a banquet for the jury

‘and the candidates the evening

before.
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Armenian Studies Program at CSUF
Prepares Students Academically and
Administratively

, By Jack Arikian

FRESNO, CA (Hye Sharzhoom) - Armenian culture dates back
centuries, but little is mentioned in historical textbooks. Fresno
State prides itself in being one of the very few campuses nation-
wide that has an Armenian Studies Program.

Since its inception, the CSUF program has provided a unique
opportunity for college students to enlighten themselves about
Armenian language and history and, for most, to learn about
their own ancestry. The Armenian Studies Program provides
students with historical information unavailable elsewhere. It
offers an array of courses covering art, literature, language as
well as history. Courses also cover topics such as Genocide, Ar-
menian architecture, miniature painting, William Saroyan and
Armenian film.

Students have the opportunity to earn a minor in Armenian by
completing 24-26 units of such classes. The minor in Armenian
Studies not only affords an excellent opportunity to gain an aca-
demic background on one of the important Middle Eastern mi-
nority groups in America, but also prepares students for admin-
istrative positions in an ever-increasing number of Armenian
cultural, social, and benevolent organizations.

Furthermore, the Armenian Studies Program offers a gener-
ous number of scholarships every year to students who take
courses or plan to minor in Armenian Studies.

Students who take courses and minor in Armenian studies have
the special- opportunity to-access information about Armenian
culture that is often difficult to locate. The Armenian Studies
Program acts as a center of Armenian information in Fresno
through its regular lecture series where well-known scholars in
Armenian and Middle Eastern Studies are invited to the Univer-
sity to discuss current events and other relevant topics.

The Program encourages students with a minor to enter Ar-
menian cultural or social fields, or continue studies with gradu-
ate work in Armenian doctoral programs. Simply stated, the
necessity to spread the history of the Armenians is tremendous
and the program would like as many of its graduates to be able
to spread the knowledge they have gained.

The faculty at Fresno State, Dr. Dickran Kouymjian and Barlow
Der Mugrdechian, understand the importance of the course con-
tent they offer for the intellectual well being of the students and
community and do a tremendous job communicating this. They
have developed a comprehensive program to provide students
with the skills to foster a lifelong interest in Armenian culture.
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REACHING QU

Karekin II will bring
the message of
God’s love to youth
in the Valley.

By RoNx ORrROZCO
THE FRESNO BEE

arekin i, spiritual leader of

the Armenian Church, will

bring messages of unifica-

tion, celebration and

outreach to youth when he
visits the central San Joaquin Valley next
week on his first pontifical visit since
being elected Catholicos of All Arme-
nians.

“For the faithful in this area, this is the
most exciting moment in the last few
years,” says Barlow Der Mugrdechian, a
lecturer in Armenian studies at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno.

“We have an opportunity to celebrate
the historic occasion with the leader of
the Armenian Church. This is generating
excitement among Armenians in the
Valley.”

Karekin is scheduled to arrive at

ABOUT KARERIN 1

B Born: Karekin Nersissian 1951 in
Voskehat, Armenia.

& Education: At 14, entered Theologi-
cal Seminary of the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin. Graduated 1971. Taught
New Testament at the seminary 1972.

B Ordination: 1970, as deacon; 1972,
as priest.

W Appointments: 1980, assistant to
the vicar general of the Araratian
Pontifical Diocese in Yerevan, Armenia;
1983, vicar general of the catholicos.

B Election: Oct. 27, 1999, as
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians. Takes the name Karekin i,

Fresno Yosemite International Airport at
3:30 p.m. Monday and will depart Thurs-
day morning for Southern California.

The purpose of Karekin's United States
visit — beginning today in San Francisco
— is to commemorate the 1,700th anni-
versary of Armenia adopting Christianity
as its official religion.

Valley Armenian leaders expect
Karekin also to bring a message of con-
nection to Armenians descended from
those who fled their homeland in the
early 20th century to escape genocide.

And his schedule includes three events
designed to make a special connection
with young people: a youth rally
Tuesday evening, a visit to the Armenian
Community School in Fresno and a
lecture at a Fresno State Armenian
Studies class, both Wednesday.

For Matthew Jendian, a sociology
instructor at Fresno State, Karekin's
focus on young people is noteworthy.
“He's very loving, especially with
children,” says Jendian, adding that
Karekin has been involved in several
projects over the years to promote the
church among the young.

Jendian, who is organizing the youth
rally, expects 200 young people to
participate. Jendian says Valley youth
want to know where Karekin grew up,
how he came to know God as a boy and
why he decided to become a priest.
“Because of Karekin's personality, we're
hoping to have a more intimate conversa-
tion,” Jendian says of the Fresno rally.

The visit by Karekin, 50, also thanks
the 25 delegates — some from the Valley
— who represented the Western Diocese
at his election in October 1999. As
catholicos, Karekin is the universal
spiritual head of the Armenian Church,
which counts as members 6.3 million of

Please see KAREKIN, Page H™
7/’;
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Karekin: Armenian patriarch hopes
to reach others outside of his flock

Continued from Page H1
the world's 7 million Arme-
nians. Karekin's Valley flock
numbers about 40,000.

“He sees us as his faithful
sons and daughters,” says
Armen Devejian, a deacon at St.
Paul Armenian Church. "He
wants to assume the leadership
of the church but also to be that
caring bishop to his flock.”

This marks the fourth visit by
a catholicos to the Valley.
Vazken 1 visited in 1962 and
'87. Karekin visited in 1996,
three years before he died of
cancer.

After Karekin’s death, just
three of the church’s 46 bishops
submitted their names to
become eligible for election as
catholicos. Elections in the
Armenian Church are conducted
by the National Assembly with
participation from representa-
tives from all dioceses through-
out the world.

Der Mugrdechian and
Devejian were among the
Fresno delegates who supported
Archbishop Karekin Nersissian,
who took the name Karekin 11
when elected catholicos.

Karekin's visit “is a historic
event in the life of the Fresno
community,” Devejian says.
“Armenians have been here
over 100 years, but they felt
disconnected because Armenia
was so far away. It was more
than an ocean away — it was a
world away.”

Part of that disconnection
occurred in the early 20th
century when 1.5 million Ar-
menians were killed by Turks.
Thousands of other Armenians
took refuge in the United States,
the Middle East and other
places.

Devejian says Karekin's visit
is part of his outreach to
Armenians who were dispersed
around the world from their
traditional homelands. “The
catholicos sees an obligation as
chief bishop to come out to the
diaspora and say: ‘We are one
church, one people, regardless
of borders that separate us, and
we have that common bond.’ It
is important in the diaspora to
remember that.”

Nersissian served 10 years as

patriarchal vicar of the Arara-
tian Diocese in Yerevan, the
Armeriian capital. As primate,
Nersissian was the administra-
tive head of his region and
worked closely with his pre-
decessor.

“Over the years. what I've
been impressed with is his
work ethic,” says Der Mugrde-
chian, who has kncwn Nersis-
sian for 10 years. “He's a hard
worker” who has helped restore
churches and founded a semi-
nary.

Karekin is the 132nd catholi-
cos since 301, when Christianity
was established as the state
religion in Armenia. St. Gregory
the [lluminator was the first
catholicos. However, the Ar-
menian Church traces its foun-
dation to the Apostles Thaddeus
and Bartholomew,

Karekin II's tenure began in
Yerevan the day nationalist
gunmen stormed the parlia-
ment building, killing Prime
Minister Vaskin Sarkisian and
seven others.

The assassination postpontd
Karekin II's consecration to later
in the week. However, Der
Mugrdechian, Devejian and
others in their delegation
weren't able to reschedule
return flights and missed the
ceremony. For Valley residents
who were there, this week's
visit is the first opportunity to
see him as catholicos.

Karekin's visit also is generat-
ing enthusiasm among area
spiritual leaders outside the
Armenian community.

“It's always important for a
community of faith to under-
stand its wider community
connection,” says the Rev.
Marcia Free of College Commu-
nity Congregational Church and
co-chair of the Interfaith
Alliance of Central California.
“So | would offer my blessings
to our Armenian brothers and
sisters and welcome the
catholicos.”

The Rev. Walt Parry, execu-
tive director of Fresno Metro
Ministry, believes it's an honor
when the leader of a major
religion visits the Valley.

“The people of Armenian
heritage that are in Fresno have

played a very significant role in
the history of Fresno and the
Valley, and | would celebrate
with them in this privilege and
honor. having their spiritual
leader come into our communi-
ty.” Parrv savs.

Karekin ii's title is Cat! i
of Ali Armenians. yet mast of
the events planned in his honor
involve the four Valley parishes
in the Western Diocese: St.
Mary in Yettem, Saints Sahag-
Mesrob in Reedley, St. Gregory
the llluminator in Fowler and
St. Paul in Fresno.

Armenians who worship in
different faiths, such as Roman
Catholic, Protestant, Presbyteri-
an, Baptist and Congregational,
have received invitations to
attend the Valley events, Der
Mugrdechian says. “Because of
the national character of the
Armenian Church, they also
look to him as a national leader
and as a spiritual leader,
although not necessarily theirs,
per se, with doctrinal issues,”
Der Mugrdechian says.

As example, Der Mugrdechian
says the difference between
worshippers at Holy Trinity
Armenian Apostolic Church and
St. Paul Armenian Church is
jurisdiction. Holy Trinity's
Jurisdiction is the Sea of Cilicia.
“All doctrinal and religious
beliefs are the same,” Der
Mugrdechian says. Holy Trinity
would still welcome Karekin Ii
as a spiritual leader of the
Church.”

The new catholicos has an
engaging smile, speaks several
languages, including English,
and is reputed to be a strict
administrator, which according
to Der Mugrdechian, is impor-
tant. The Armenian Church had
been under Soviet rule for 70
years before becoming indepen-
dent 10 years ago.

Pressing issues for Karekin
are the church's organization,
relationships with dioceses, the
church constitution, and
recruiting and training new
priests to help make up for a
shortage.

P The reporter can be reached at
rorozco@fresnobee.com or 441-
6304.
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Fresnan is Belgium award judge

Literature, medical
experts vie for Francqui

By BeETHANY CLOUGH
STAFF WRITER
It's Belgium’s equivalent of the Nobel
Prize, and one of Fresno’s own got to pick
the winner,

jian, Director of the Ar-
menian Studies Program at California
State University, Fresno, was one of a
group of international scholars who se-
fected the winner of Belgium's Francqui
Prize. The prize is a top honor awarded to
a Belgian citizen each year in science,
medicine or the humanities. The award

will go to a scholar in the humanities this
year at a ceremeny in late May or early
June. Until then, Kouymjian — who splits
his time between Fresno and Paris and is
now in Paris — is sworn to secrecy.
Kouymyjian is one of 14 jurors from the
United States, Europe and Taiwan each
chosen because they specialize in the
same area as one of the 14 nominees.
One nominee specialized in several
types of literature, including Armenian.
The foundation that sponsors the award
paid to fly Kouymjian and his wife to
Brussels and stay in one of its best hotels.
Non-Belgians are picked to ensure im-
partiality. After poring over information
about the nominees and their published
works over one day — some had pub-

lished 35 books and 700 artic:zs — 2
jurors deliberated for another dav. Denb-
erations were conducted in Engiisii.

Although the award is an honor, it's an
honor to become a juror, too, Kouymjian
said. Barlow Der Mugrdechian, a Fresno
State Armenian Studies program lectur-
er, said he’s not surprised Kouymjian
was asked to be a juror.

Kouymjian is well known within his
field and was invited to Fresno State to
start the Armenian Studies or: 2
the Armenian stucznt news:
Mugrdechian said.

Despite the honor, Kouymj:ian was
happy to spend time in Brussels. He lived
there for four months while covering the
1958 Brussels World's Fair for Down

Beat magazine.

But Kouymjian admitted that he had
never heard of the Francqui prize before
being asked to be on the jury. He was
familiar with just three of the 14 candi-
dates for the award. Aside from a few eco-
nomics professors at Fresno State, the av-
erage educated Fresnan wouldn't be fa-
miliar with the candidates either,
Kouymjian said.

He is invited to the ceremony in which
Belgium's King Albert Il will present the
award. He is promised a second-row seat
~ behind the barons, counts and aristoc-
racy on the foundation's board — and a
chance to meet the king.

B Readers can e-mail Bethany Clough
at bclough@fresnoneighbors.com.
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Church Youth Organiza- |

Armenian pontiff visited

Fresno on Tuesday. He
continue his Valley tour

Catholicos Karekin I
shares a smile with
Lindsay Hovannisian,
12, a member of Holy |
Trinity Armenian

tion, after a youth rally |
at St. Paul Armenian |
Church in Fresno. The |

churches in Tulare
County, Reedley and

today.

CRAIG KOHLRUSS
THE FRESNO BEE

By RoN ORrROZzCO
THE FRESNO BEE

Of all the events squeezed into his cen-
tral San Joaquin Valley schedule Tuesday,
the most poignant for His Holiness
Karekin II, the 132nd Catholicos of All Ar-
menians, was an unscheduled stop in a
northern Tulare County plum orchard.

It happened after more than 60 farm-
workers, most of them Hispanic, putdown
their tools, spaced themselves a few feet
apartalong Road 384 and saluted the spiri-

‘Hispanics salute catholicos

tual leader of Armenia with right hands to
their chests.

Karekin and his motorcade continued
past the workers to the first stop on the
day's itinerary, St. Mary Armenian Church
in the tiny community of Yettem.,

But the pontiff was so moved by the ges-
ture that he asked orchard owner Harry
Davidian to lead the motorcade back to
the workers so he could thank them after
the ceremonies in Yettem,

With the sun beating down on crops

Please see CATHOLICOS, Page A14
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continued from Page A1

that give the Valley its reputation as the
world's agricultural king, the descendant to
the throne first occupied by St. Gregory the

crown Victoria onto the dusty soil to place
old crosses in the workers' hands.

| was born and raised in Yettem, so what
else can | do for Yettem?" Davidian said of his
request to the harvest crew to salute the pon-
iff. “They were all willing to stand there and
wait until he passed by."

The purpose of Karekin's U.S. visit is to cele-
brate the 1,700th anniversary of Armenia
adopting Christianity as its official religion.
The pontiff didn't expect, however, that he
would be so deeply moved by the signifi-
cance of his visit to Yettem, where Armenians
established a settlement after fleeing their
homeland in the early 20th century to escape
genocide, and then by the gesture of respect
by the farmworkers.

“I'saw a deeper meaning in what they did,”
Karekin told St. Mary parishioners about the
farmworkers’ salute. “Their actions showed
how they are treated by you and the great
love they have for you.”

The rest of the day, with parish visits to
Saints Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church in Reedley and St. Gregory the [llumi-
nator Armenian Apostolic Church in Fowler,
had a new theme based on the welcome
shown Karekin by strangers. At both stops, he
told those in attendance, "I can't hide my emo-
tions.”

_Each parish welcomed Karekin with a spe-
tal service and with flowers presented by
children. The excitement of Karekin's visit
tuld be felt at each parish, particularly at
h|§tor|c St. Mary.

‘This means my whole life,” Margaret
Shapazian of Dinuba said. “I've been waiting
%0 long for this. He's going to give his bless-
Ings to all of us.”

Betty Farsakian, the organist at St. Mary,
551q she was swept up with joy by the catholi-
(s visit. “This is something that just does
ot happen very often.”

fluminator stepped out of his glearning Ford:

Karekin's unscheduled stop 1n the orchard
put him 17 minutes behind schedule at
Saints Sahag-Mesrob, but Richard Bedoian, a
Reedley businessman was philosophical
about the reason for the delay. “That's what
it's all about,” he said of the pontiff's thank
you. “It's about stopping to meet the people.
He didn't just drive by them. He stopped.”

Karekin showed his humor at Saints Sahag-
Mesrob, which has no permanent priest. “Are
you ready to make me your parish priest?”
Karekin asked, looking over his shoulder to
Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, primate of the
Western Diocese.

Hovsepian smiled before giving one of
those don't-look-at-me looks and telling
nearly 100 parishioners, “He is my boss.”

Karekin told Reedley parishioners that Ar-
menia, after 71 years under Soviet domina-
tion, is experiencing “free life” as an indepen-
dent nation with an independent church.

“But the fight for liberation in Armenia
hasn't come to an end,” the prelate said. "It
continues in rebuilding the country, renew-
ing our Christian faith and renewing our
churches.”

Measured against those challenges, it
seemed a small task when Karekin pledged to
find a parish priest at Saints Sahag-Mesrob
“so the glory of God will be among you.” Pa-
rishioners smiled back.

Sam Estes, senior pastor of Reedley's First
Baptist Church, was among those in the
Saints Sahag-Mesrob congregation. “It's im-

portant for those of us in the Christian faith to

fatholicos: Hispanics move Karekin
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/ Al 7 VA (TN THE N
E KAREKIN 1S SCHEDULE
§ TODAY
£ 10:30 a.m.: Visit, Armenian Community

t School, 1940 N. Fresno St., Fresno
Noon: Lecture, California State University,
Fresno, Armenian Studies Program, Alice
i Peters Auditorium
2:30 p.m.: Visit, California Armenian Home,
6720 E. Kings Canyon Road, Fresno
7 p.m.: Pontifical banquet, Radisson Hotei
& Grand Ballroom, 2233 E. Ventura Ave.,

¢ Fresno

? THURSDAY
& 10 a.m.: Departs from Fresno Yosemite
| International Airport

¥ ON THE WEB

& Check out fresnobee.com for more on the
. visit of the catholicos and photos of his

E consecration

be together,” Estes said. “We believe the
whole body of Christ needs to be here. We
want to be part of what God wants to do in
Reedley.”

More than 200 parishioners were waiting
in the cool of St. Gregory’s parish when the
Rev. Kevork Arakelian broke the news that
the pontiff was running 30 minutes behind
schedule. Arakelian urged parishioners to
pray for their families and the Fowler commu-
nity.

“This is a great honor for us,” Arakelian
said. “We pray his holiness has great vision
for the church and for the people so the peo-
ple can have a deeper cammitment in Jesus
Christ.”

Sandra Donabedian, 10, was one of the first
to greet Karekin in Fowler on Tuesday, hand-
ing him a bouquet of irises, then telling him,
“Orhnetzek vehapar der,” or “Bless me, your
Holiness."” Karekin replied with a smile and
touched the girl's cheek.

Karekin's encounter with Sandra was far
from his only interaction with a young per-
son Tuesday. In the early evening, he spoke
with nearly 200 youths gathered for a rally at
St. Paul Armenian Church in Fresno.

After being on his feet all day, Karekin sat
in a carved, high-back chair for the two

hours. With great respect, the young people
hung on the pontiff's every word.

Karekin told the story of his father’s wishes
that he enter Theological Seminary School of
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. A bish-
op asked Karekin's father: “Don’t you want to
give him to the seminary?” Karekin remem-
bered his father replying: “Sold!” The young
people roared.

“This really brings everybody together,”
said Chris Sheklian, 15, a sophomore at Visa-
lia's Mount Whitney High School. “This di-
rects us — the whole Armenian church, the
community, the Valley.”

Karekin said Armenian church leaders
must show an interest in young people while
building a relationship with them. “We must
meet the youth at their point of interest,”
Karekin said. “That's where the work begins.
It should not be imposing to them.”

Nicole Boudakian. 13, an eighth-grader at
Kastner Intermediate School, said Armenian-
American youths often don't understand por-
tions of services conducted in Armenian.
“Some of us believe services should be in En-
glish,” Boudakian said.

Sareen Bedoyan, a seventh-grader at Ten-
aya Middle School, said Armenian-American
youths also wish the Armenian Church Youth
Organization didn't place an age limitation of
17 on pilgrimages to Armenia. Tamar Bedoy-
an, 14, a freshman at Bullard High School,
agreed.

“For those under 17, we want to know if
they're planning anything for us here in the
United States,” Bedoyan said.

The pontiff begins today's schedule with
young people, too, visiting the Armenian
Community School of Fresno. He also plans a

noon lecture to Armenian Studies students at .

California State University, Fresno, a visit to
the California Armenian Home for seniors
and a banquet this evening.

Karekin is scheduled to depart Fresno on
Thursday morning for Southern California,
the final stop on his first pontifical visit to the
United States since his election as catholicos
in 1999.

» The reporter can be reached at
rorozco@fresnobee.com or 441-6304.
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their service, tells youths
to cherish their heritage.

By Joun ELLIS
AnD RoN OROZCO
THE FRESNO BEE

His Holiness Karekin I sat among
his hooded entourage, looking out
over a room full of Armenians.

He was ready for questions.

After a short silence, Henry Jacob
spoke up, asking in English whether
the pontiff was schooled in England.
Actually, Karekin replied through an
interpreter, it was Germany and Vien-
na.
Jacob quickly followed with a com-
ment in Armenian. “l am 91 years
old.” he said, “and | have served the

ARCHIVE
SOURCE:  The Fresno Bee; Fresno, Ca DATE: May 10, 2001
SUBJECT: His Holiness Karekin IIT1 VISITS FRESNO PAGE: 1 of 2
He hOHOfS Sehiors fOr church all my life, the last 41 as a choir

member.”

Replied Karekin: I thank you for
your service. | bow before your ser-
vice, which is an example for us.”

Watching the exchange, the Rev. Ar-
shen Aivazian, pastor of St. Paul Arme-
nian Church in Fresno, called it “one of
the most touching moments of this
trip.”

Time and again during his Wednes-
day afternoon visit to the California
Armenian Home on East Kings Can-
yon, the 132nd Catholicos of All Arme-
nians stressed the work and sacrifices
of the older generation.

And so it was with Jacob.

Earlier in the day. the prelate mixed
with the youngest generation, start-
ing his day at the Armenian Communi-
ty School. There, he encouraged the
students to treasure their Armenian
heritage.

Please see VISIT, Page B3

[
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He then moved to the next genera-
tion, speaking at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, where he touched on
the challenges Christian churches are
facing in a secular world. He finished
with a dinner at the Radisson Hotel's
Grand Ballroom in downtown Fresno
where Fresno Mayor Alan Autry gave
him a key to the city.

[t was at the Armenian home, how-
ever, that the catholicos seemed most
touched. Walking the halls, he greet-
ed resident and employee alike. “God
bless you,” he said in English to a
group of employees. “Thank you,”
they replied.

Down another hall, the pontiff
leaned over Paris Kenosian, who was
sitting below a map of historical Arme-
nia. He blessed her. “I have lots to say
to you, but I can't put it in words,” she
said.

Wherever he was Wednesday, it
was hard not to recognize Karekin.
When he walked with six other black-
hooded priests of the Armenian
Church, though, it was especially hard
fofl; children to tell which was the pon-
tiff.

Two doves were released as
Karekin walked onto the grounds of
Armenian Community School. Not re-
alizing the prelate had stopped in
front of her, preschool student Rita
Adehlian, 5, did alt but pull the back of
Karekin's vestments as she. asked,
“Where is the vehapar?”

Karekin turned and smiled. Rita
asked cautiously, “Are you the ve-
hapar?” Karekin asked, “What is your
name?” Rita needed the encourage-
ment of her teacher, Vicky Kataroyan,
to respond. Then the child gave him
fuchsias and chrysanthemums.

“You gave me a flower; | give you a
cross,” the prelate said.

Karekin listened as 130 students
sang hymns and recited poems. 1
can't think of a better way to start a
day than to be here,” he told them.

After urging the students to trea-
sure their Armenian heritage, Karekin
mingled, asking questions. “Do you
know where Armenia is?” One stu-
dent shot back her answer: “I have an
uncle there.” Everyone laughed.

With an ever-present smile,
Karekin asked, “How many have fami-
ly there?" A bunch of hands went up.

“How many have seen Mount Ararat,
even in pictures?” More hands up.

Not just the students were excited,
either. “That's him — he comes down
and joins the people,” said the Rev.
Aivazian of St. Paul, where Karekin
was a guest at a youth rally the night
before. “He loves children.”

Seth Atamian, the principal, visited
the pontiff's base cathedral at Etchmi-
adzin, Armenia, with 30 students and
parents on Palm Sunday. But the
group saw Karekin only from a dis-
tance. This time, it was up close.

At California State University, Fres-
no, Karekin gave a brief lecture to
about 150 people as part of the Arme-
nian Studies program.

“The Christian church has concerns
that various Christian nations of the
world and their common values will
be replaced by worship of secularism
and human materialism,” Karekin
read from his prepared text.

About halfway through, however,
Karekin removed his giasses and
stopped reading. He later explained,
“I was feeling uncomfortable as | was
reading it, so | summarized what I
wanted to say.” .

Michae! Harutinian, a senior agri-
cultural business major and president
of the Armenian Studies organization,
said Karekin's task is huge.

“There are obstacles facing the Ar-
menian Church,” he said. “it's no long-
er a church administering to one coun-
try. Since the genocide, it has had to
administer to a worldwide flock.

“He not only has to identify Arme-
nians in Armenia, but also Armenians
in Europe, North America and South
America.”

Arakel Arisian, majoring in finance
and the Fresno State student presi-
dent, said Karekin's words touched
him since he’s part of a group bound
for Armenia next month.

“We need to incorporate our indi-
vidual values into our everyday lives
as we move toward globalization,” Ari-
sian said. “We need to use technologi-
cal advances to magnify the message
that we're trying to bring.”

The pontiff's Valley visit ends this
morning when he flies to Southern
California.

» The reporters can be reached at
jellis@fresnobee.com, rorozco
@fresnobee.com or 441-6330.
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Kouymjian Chosen {o Serve on
Jury of Prestigious Scientific Prize

FRESNO, CA - Just as Sweden has its Nobel Prizes and the
United States its Pulitzer, Belgium has its annual Francqui Scientific
Prize given to the outstanding young (under fifty) Belgian scholar. The
yearly prize of some four million Belgian francs is the country’s most
coveted academic distinction and its most famous award of any kind. It
is the only honor given personally by the King of Belgiumto the winner
during a special ceremony in Brussels.

Dr. Dickran Kouymyjian, Director of Fresno State’s Armenian Stud-
jes Program, has been invited to serve on this year’s selection commit-
tee. The jury is made up exclusively of internationally recognized non-
Belgium scholars who, after reviewing the elaborate files of each candi-

-date, meet for two days in the Belgjan capital to choose the winner out
of a field of some dozen candidates. This year’s jury is made up of
scholars from the U.S., United Kingdom, France, Germany, the Nether-
lands, Sweden, and Taiwan. .

The prize is named after Emile Francqui, a banker and sometime
cabinet minister of Belgium who greatly aided his countrymen during
the famine conditions of WWL Francqui was a business rival of Herbert
Hoover, but later aclose friend of the American President. They worked
closely together in amassive Belgian relief project at the end of the First
World War, which eventually became the Belgian American Educa-
tional Foundation. This, in turn, together with Francqui’s own funds,
helpedestablished the Francqui Foundationin 1932. Like the Rockefeller
and Camegie Foundations in this country, the Francqui Foundation
touches every sector of Belgian scientific and educational life.

The prize is awarded most years to scholars in the hard sciences, but
this year it will go to a scholar in the humanities or social sciences. The
field of candidates reads like a'Who'’s Who of Belgian intellectuals and
scholars. Kouymyjian was taken aback by his nomination to the jury,
though he has several colleagues in Belgium and has given lectures at
the Catholic University in Louvain-la-Neuve. Kouymjian says he was
- surprised by the honor of serving, but absolutely delighted by it.

King Albert II gave the award will on Saturday, April 21, following a

. banquet for the jury and the candidates the evening before. Interest-

ingly, all proceedings and documents for the Francqui Prize are in En-
glish rather than French or Flemish, the official languages of Belgium.
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Prof. Kouymjian
Serves on Jury
Of Prestigious
Scientific Prize

BRUSSELS — Just as Sweden has its
Nobel Prizes and the United States its
Pulitzer, Belgium has its annual Francqui
Scientific Prize given to the outstanding
young (under 50) Belgian scholar. The year-
ly prize of some four million Belgian francs
is the country’s most coveted academic dis-
tinction and its most famous award of any
kind. It is the only honor given personally
by the King of Belgium to the winner dur-
ing a special ceremony in Brussels.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, director of Fresno
State’s Armenian Studies Program, was invit-
ed to serve on this year's selection committee.
The jury was
made up exclusive-
ly of international-
ly recognized non-
Belgian scholars,
who after review-
ing the elaborate
files of each candi-
date meet for two
days in the
Belgian capital to

: choose the winner
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian  out of a field of
some dozen candi-
dates. This year’s
jury was made up of scholars from the US,
United Kingdom, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Sweden and Taiwan.

The prize is named after Emile Francqui,
a banker and sometime cabinet minister of
Belgium who greatly aided his countrymen
during the famine conditions of World War
L. Francqui was a business rival of Herbert
Hoover, but later a close friend of the
American President. They worked closely
together in the massive Belgian relief pro-
ject at the end of the First World War, which
eventually became the Belgian American
Educational Foundation. This in turn,
together with Francqui’s own funds, helped
established the Francqui Foundation in
1932.

‘before.

The prize is awarded most years to schol-
ars in the hard sciences, but this year it went
to a scholar in the humanities or social sci-
ences. The field of candidates reads like a
“Who’s Who” of Belgian intellectuals and
scholars. Kouymjian startled aback by his
nomination to the jury, though he has sev-
eral colleagues in Belgium and has given
lectures at the Catholic University in
Louvainla-Neuve. Kouymjian says he was

surprised by the honor of serving, but

absolutely delighted by it.-
King Albert II gave the award on

Saturday, April 21 following a banquet for

the jury and the candidates the evening’
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Central California Pontifical Visit of His Holiness
Catholicos of All Armenians

Karekin I,

By MEGAN JENDIAN

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY -
1tis Molincss. Karckin 11, Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos
of All Armicnians madc a his-
1onic first pontifical visit to the
Western Diocese of the Arme-
wan Church of North America
duning the jubilee vear of Ar-
menia’s 1700™ anniversary as
the first nation 1o accept Chris-
tanity as a State Religion.

His Holincss is the 142"
successor to the Holy Apostics
Thaddens  and  Bartholomew
and 132" Catholicos  since
Saint Gregory the Enlighiencr.

Afler depanting  from  his
residence in the historical center
of the Armenian Church, Holy
Etchmiadzin, founded in 301
A D.. His Holiness first visited
Northern Catifornia. Prior to the
Southern California visit, His
Holiness  Karckin 11 visited
suany Contral California where
he deft. and was left with, quite
it lasting, impression.

Arrival in

San Joaquin Valley

Upon arrival &t the Fresno
Aar Terminal on Monday. May
i, His Holiness carricd a radi-
ant smife and received a wann
welcome Srom ihe faithful gath-
cred to greet him. Archbishop
Vaiche Hovscpian,  Primate-
Western Diocese.  Archbishop
Hovman  Derderian.  Primate-
Canadian Diocese, Bishop Na-
vasard Kjoyan. Vicar-Pontifical
Diocese of Ararat, Father Ardak
Vartabed Khachatryan, Chicl of
Staff, Father Vasken Apcgha
Nanyan. Staflf Bearcr. Father
Arshen Avak Kahana Aivazian,
Official  Translator. and Mr.
Soorcn Der Krikorian, Vidco-
grapher accosnpanied the Ca-
tholicos.

Dressed in decorative Ar-
menian - costumes,  Carolina
Nil hian and Maria Alte-
barmakian, presented bread and
salt for His Holiness to conduct

A young child reccives Holy C

from His

Karckin H during the Divine Liturgy at St. Paul Armenian
Church of Fresno.

m"'*

While visiting Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Cburch in Reed-

ley, His Ilolincss offers a gift from Holy Etchmiadain to the

Reedicy Mayor as Jerry Surabi

an, Fr. Arshen Aivazian and

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian of Canada lock on.

procession) led the pontifl,
clergy, deacons, and altar scrv-
crs into the sanctuary. The cele-
bration of this Pomifical Divinc
Liturgy by His Holincss. was
attended by over 700 [faithful
who fifled the pews and spilled
around the back and sides of the

the iradi 1 bl g. Aficr

C | the ~

some  thoughtful - welcoming
remarks  offered by Deacon
Altan Y. Jendioan, Regional
“Chair of the SJV Pomtifical Re-
ception Commitiee, His Holi-
ness then addressed the curious
crond prior to speaking with
the media al a special press
conference. “Thank you very
much for your warm welcome
in Fresno. God bless you. | am
glad 10 be here with the prayers
of Holy Eichmiadzin, our fove
and grecting from the fatheriand
| Armenial.”
Pontifical
Divine Liturgy

His Holincss and bis cntou-
rage arsived Monday evening at
Saint. Panl Armenian Church
where the  singing of
“Hrashapar™  (the  wclcoming

service, and Nlling both the
church and hearts of the people
with their beautiful singing. was
a combincd choir from the par-
ishes of the Western Diocese in
the San Joaquin Valicy dirccied
by Svellana Epremian and ac-
companicd by Ben Krikorian at
the organ: participating choir
members were from St Paul.
Fresno, St. Gregory the lllumi-
nator, Fowler, Slts.  Sabag-
Mcsrob, Reedley, St Mary,
Yeutem, and Holy Cross. Tur-
lock,

His Holincss delivercd an
enlightcning and enc i

once again, that on this distant
but blessed and prosperous soil
of Amcrica, the descendants of
our people have kept alive and
well the faith of their forefa-
thers, the Christian heritage of
our Mother Church and the
spirit of our nation.”
Pastoral Visits to
Valley Churches

His Holiness visited the
outlying Vallcy parish commu-
nitics of the Western Diocese
on Tucsday, May 8%, Wclcom-
ing “Hrashapar” scrvices were
conducted at St. Mary, Ycttem,
Sts.  Sahag-Mcsrob, Reedley,
and St. Gregory. Fowler. Each
parish grected the Catholicos
cnthusiastically and presented
him with gifts and bountiful
trays of Valley-famous fruits.
Although the Armcnian com-
munitics that cxist outside of
Fresno arc small. their members
arc itted  individuals,

scrinon, "Toward Light and
Life”. and commented: “Your
presence here in such  great
numbers fills our hcart with
greater joy and rcassurcs us

strong in character. who con-
tribnlc to a cohesive group.
Father Sahak Kaishian spe-
cifically spoke of the Yetiem
parish, “We may be small in

nuinber, but not weak in faith.”
His Holiness praised the con-
gregation in English for their
dedication and their works. “l
can scc goodncss in your cyes. |
am very proud of you." Asidc
from his valuablc intangiblc gift
of the spoken word, His Holi-
ness also dclivered a tangible
gift. cach parish reccived a
hand-carved wooden  plaque
depicting Holy Etchmiadzin.

Following scrvices in the
sanctuary, a gathering in the
fcllowship hall of cach church
included a pleasant and per-
sonal exchange bctween His
Holiness and the Parish Pricst.
church members and commu-
nity Jeaders. Most notable were
the following cvenls: While
driving to and from St. Mary.
His Holincss was greeted by
farm workers who stood along-
side the road and the orchards
to pay their respects. Rather
than simply waving back
through the car window. His
Holiness stopped to personaily
greet them afler fecling moved
by their gesture that illustrated
the conncction betwecn them
and their cmployer,  Harry
Davidian.

The church beils at Sts. Sa-
hag-Mesrob rang loudly and
clcarly as His Holincss was met
with children carrying bread
and salt to be blessed. In the
reception hall, decorated with a
magnificent  cross-shaped  ice
sculpture, His Holiness pre-
scnted the Mayor of Reedley
with a gift from Holy Etchmi-
adzin.

Briiliantly colosed fiowers
in hand, children stood at the
stcps of St. Gregory while anx-

lian introduced them to the Ca-
tholicos, while also naming
cach member who approached
His Holiness during “Atcha-
hampooyr” to reecive a cross.
Al the iuncheon, the Catholicos
respectfully acknowledged Fr.
Kevork for his personal rela-
tionship wilh his parishioncrs.

The faithful in cach com-
munity of the San Joaquin Val-
lcy took with them the beauty
that was shared amidst the visit
of their Chicf Spiritual Leader |
and will keep that mcimory alive
for years to come.

Youth Rally:
Conversation with Bis
Holiness

During the first pontifical
visilation to the San . Joaquin
Valley, His Holincss met with
the youth of the Valley, as they
arc a primary focus and inlcrest
to him. On Tucsday cvening.
May 8", ncarly 100 youth gath-
cred in the Sanctuary of St. Paul
Armienian Church. Following a
bricl service in which altar
servers from each of the Valley
churches participaled, a per-
sonal and inlcractive dialoguc
cnsucd.

Dcacon Matthew Jendian,
Chair of the Youth Rally Com-
mittee, welcomed His Holiness
1o the gathering and informed

“those present of the collabora-

tive cfforts of sceveral members
of the Valley Anmenian Church
Youth Organizations 1o makc

iously awailing His 1
arrival. Father Kevork Arake-

for a 4 be-
Pleasc Turn to Page §

His Moliness and Abp. Vatche Hovsepian share a picture with
Youth Rally Chair Deacon Matthew Jendian, front center,
flankced by Committec members Mcegan Jendian, left, and
Dcanna Garbedian.
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tween  them  and  Vehapar.
Youth Rally Commiltcc mem-
ber, Deanna Garabedian, asked
the Catholicos to sharc somc
information about his lifc as a
boy and how hc came to know
and scrve Christ and the
Church.

Vchapar offered vivid im-
ages and  descriptive  experi-
ences of his childhood and rc-
calied, “1 can remember the
journey 1o church  (Holy
Etchmiadzin) cvery  Sunday.
walking next to my father. with
my family. all of my brothers
and sisters. and we would kneel
at the entrance gates of Holy
Eirchmiadzin and make our wav
10 the church on our knees.™ He
and his siblings were taught to
view cach stonc in the church
building as a living thing that
contained the prayers of our
ancestors.

Dcacon Matthew  thanked
Vchapar for his pcrsonal re-
marks, “One could rcad a hun-
dred biographics and not learn
of the things 1hat you have
shared with us. You have given
all of us a ncw way of looking
at the church and you have
given us a window into your
life.” Aficr the Catholicos was
asked about the role of prayer in
his life, he mentioncd the trust,
devotion and dedication to al-
ways end his prayers with.
“Lord, Thy will be done.”

Upon the conclusion of an
open qucstion and answer scs-
sion, the youth individually
approached Vehapar for
“Atchahampooyr” and reccived
a cross from Holy Erchmiadzin.
Following the: Yonth Rally. a
reception. organizcd by Zar Der
Mugrdechian. was held in the
Haig Berberian Hall. Prior to
the Youth Rally, His Holincss
cnicred the Holy Trinity Arme-
nmian  Church  sanciuary  with
mcmbers of his ciourage and
offered a prayer in the chancel
before the alar

Visitations throughout
the Vatley

His Holincss was scheduled
for a day Nlled with visitations
on Wednesday, May 9™ Fol-
fowing the breakfast meeting
with the Valley clergy of the
Western Diocese. His Holincss
and his cnourage visited the
Armcnian Commumity School
of Fresno. He was showered
with heantfch grectings by smil-
ing children who held carnation
Rowers and balloons in their
hands.  The students ccrtainly
posscssed a glow in their eyes
as they stood in awe of Ve-
hapar’s presence. Upon his ar-
rival, three doves were sct free
into the sky and the bicssing of
the bread and sall 100k place on
the green-grassed fickd in front,
of the schoo!

As His toliness procceded

into the auditorivm, 135 stu-
dents aged 3 (o 14 et their bal-
loons drift above them by (he
wind. Students sang songs and
recited  prosc  for  Vehapar,
which brought smiles upon his
facc.. Dr. Berj Kalamkarian,
Chair of the Anncnian Com-
muaity School Visit, served as
Master of Cercmonics and pro-
vided His Holiness with a bricl
tustory of the school, Scth Ata-
mian, principal of the Armenian
Comanmity  School,  thanked
Vehapar  for including  the
school as pant of his #incrary
and for visiing them. “This was
the highhght of our school
year.” The Catholicos presented
a4 wonderful.  waler-colored
puinting of Christ’s resurrection
1o Mr. Atamian for thc school.
His Helincss appeared ox-
tremely joyfut 1o be in the pres-
cnce of the young oncs and he
descended from the stage (o talk
with and walk amongst the stu-
dents. With a chuckle, he asked
them “Who am 17 Do you know
where Armenia is located?” A
young studemt replicd. “1 have a
Keree (uncle) there.” Laughter
spread throughout the room.
Each student was blessed with
Vchapar's presence and  will
cherish his visit, along with the
cross he individually handed 1o
them,
California Staic University,

(i

During the St.-Gregory pa
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‘His Holiness Visiting the Central California Parishes and Institutions

h visitation and luncheon in Fowler, His Holiness Karckin 11 pre-
.sents a gift to Rev. Fro Kevork Arakelian a ¢ift from Huly Etchmiadzin. Far left, Fr. Sahak Kai-

shian of Yettem. To the right: Abp. Vatche Hovsepian, Abp. Hovnan Derderian and Deacon

Allan Y. Jendian,

scnied an impressively woven
rug, adorncd with a cross in the
center, to the ASO. The stu-
dents were gratcful and hum-
bled in his presence.

Following Decr Mugrdech-
ian's introduction of His Holi-
ness in the lecture hall filled
with approximately 150 stu-

contact with onc another.”

The California  Armenian
Home Visit. Chaired by Board
Presid Jack  Bed
brought Vehapar to an audicace
of the older generation. His
Holi spent  Wednesday's
latc afiernoon walking the halls
while grecting both resid

wis honored at a privale recep-
tion where the Bencefactors and
Patrons were introduced by
Dcacon Allan and Fundraising
Chair. Dcacon Nishan Kochian.

Decacon Alian also intro-
duced the members scaled at
the head table. the Orthodox

dents, faculty and y
members, Vehapar opened with
the reciting of (he Lord’s
Praycr. The Catholicos then
spoke mostly in Armenian rc-
garding the eflects of globaliza-
tion and tcchnology. while Fa-

Fresno was the third scheduled
visit of the day. Outsidc the
Alicc  Peters  Auditorium
adorned with signs of welcome
for Vchapar. students lincd up
along the walkway (o grect His
Holincss. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian. instructor in the
Armcnian. Studics Program and
Chair of the CSUF visit. ar-
ranged for the Armenian Stu-
dents Orpanization (ASO) ex-
ccutive commitice 1o briclly
mect with the Catholicos prior
to the fecture. His Holiness pre-

Vehapar preseating & painting from Armenia to Seth Atamian,

ther Arshen Aivazian supcrbly
translated, Vchapar discussed
the impact of globalization on
the faithful in an increasingly
sccular world and stated that the
Church s concerned  (hat
“Christian values will be re-
placed by the worship of hu-
manly created malcrialistic val-
ucs.” Vehapar also acknow!-
cdged the positive aspect of
technology that is “providing an
opportunity  for  Armenians
around the world 10 come in

principal of the Armenian Community Schoot of Fresno

and ployces, ™ S
you." He later had an opportu-
nity for a moving cxchange
with a room-full of clderly to
whom he offcred blessings and
also honored. bowing to them
for their many ycars of scrvice
10 community and church lifc.
Pontifical Banquet

and P clergy present in
the banquet hall, and the local
dignitarics who joincd the cve-
ning's cvent. Fresno Mayor.
Alan  Autry. expressed  his
honor in mccting His Holincss
and presented him with a key to
the city. Steve Sanclian. Gov-
crnmental Relations Chair. ac-
knowledged and presented the
futi and procl i

In honor of His Holi

Karckin 1}, on the occasion of"

his first pontifical visil to the
San Joaquin Vallcy. a banquct
connnenced  Wednesday - cve-
ning al the Radisson Hoicl
Grand Ballroom. Along with
the creative and diligent cfToris
of his commitice. Banquet
Chair Ben Krikorian success-
fully arranged o memorable
event. While the procession of
His Holincss swept the periph-
cry of the ballroom. members of
the Armenian Church Choirs
beawifully rendered a'pontificad
hymn, :
Shonly after the invocation
by His Holiness Karckin 1l
Dcacon Varouj Alicbarmakian,
MD. Diocesan Council
Chairman offcred a toast. Dea-
con Allan Y. Jendian. Regional
Chairman of the SIV Pontifical
Reception  Comniittee,  wel-
comed Vcehapar 10 “the San
Joaquin Valley which Fresno's
own William  Sarovan called
TArmenia again.”t Anoextra
special thanks was dclivered to
all the Powmtifical  Receprion
Committee Mcmbers and the
many Benefactors and Patrons
who unsclfishly contribuled so
the cvents in honor of His Holi-
ness and the 1700™ anmversan
af Christianity could material-
ize in the San Joaquin Vallcy
Preceding the Banquct. Vehapar

reccived from various govern-
ment dignitarics, Both Autny
and Samuclian were presented
with gifts brought from Holy
Erchiniadzin by the Catholicos

His LEminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian grected over
500 gucsts and spoke of the
creatively  decorated  crosscs
that adornced the pancls around
the room. Hovuian Surpazin
reporicd that the youth of the
Valley had  prepared 1699
ciosses for the 1700 ansiver-
sary and wished 1o have lis
Holiness attach the finad cross
1o the displa.

His Emincice  Archbishop
Viche Hovsepian also sharcd
his remarks  and  gratclully
thanked  Vahan and  Anoush
Chamlian for their cxtremcly
gencrous $100.000 donation 10
Vchapar on this jovous "occa-
sion.  Vaichc Surmpazan also
thanked Dcacon Varouj for his
cforts as (he Diocesan Counci!
Chairnan and General Chair of
the Pontifical Visit. the CHP
Sccurity for their tircless and
protcctive ¢flonts arranged by
Deacon” Armen Devejian: Dea-
con Allan. whom he smiled a
and  rcferred 10, as the
“Amenayn Havots  Sargavak”™
(xeacon of All Armeaii for
s contributions to the Church.

Picase Turn t Page 16
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Central California Pontifical Visit of His Holiness
Karekin Il, Catholicos of All Armenians

By MEGAN JENDIAN

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY -
His Holiness. Karckin 11, Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos
of All Armenians made a his-
toric first pontifical visit to the
Western Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of North Amcrica
during the jubilee year of Ar-
menia’s 1700™ anniversary as
the first nation 10 accept Chris-
tanity as a State Religion,

His Holincss is the 142
successor 1o the Holy Apostles
Thaddeus  and  Bartholomew
and 132" Catholicos  since
Saint Gregory the Enlightencr.

Afier depanting from  his
residence in the historical center
of the Armenian Church, Holy
Eichmiadzin, founded in 301
A.D.. His Holiness first visited
Northern California. Prior 1o the
Southern California visit, His
Holiness  Karckin 11 visited
sunny Central California where
he feft, and was left with, quite
a lasting impression.

Arrival in

San Joaquin Valley

Upon arrival at the Fresno
Air Terminal on Monday. May
71h, His Holiness carricd a radi-
ant smile and reccived a warm
welcome from the faithful gath-
cred 1o greet him. Archbishop
Vatche  Hovsepian.  Primate-
Western  Diocese.  Archbishop
Hovnan  Derderian.  Primate-
Canadian Diocese, Bishop Na-
vasard Kjoyan. Vicar-Pontifical
Diocese of Ararat, Father Ardak
Vartabed Khachatryan, Chief of
Stall, Father Vasken Apcgha
Nanyan, Stafl Bearer, Father
Arshen Avak Kahana Aivazian,
Officinl Translator. and Mr,
Sooren Der Krikorian, Vidco-
grapher accompanicd the Ca-
tholicos.

Dressed in decorative Ar-
i costumes,  Carolina
inn and Maria Alle-
an. presented bread and
salt for His Holiness to conduct
the iraditional blessing. Aficr
some  thonghtful  welcoming
remarks  offered by Deacon
Allan Y. Jendian,  Regional
‘Chair of the SJV Pontifical Re-
ception Commitiee, His Holi-
ness then addressed the curious
crowd prior 1o speaking with
the media - a special press
conference. “Thank you very
much for your warm welcome
in Fresno. God bless you. I am
glad 10 be here with the pravers
of Haly Etchmiadzin, onr love
and greeting from the fatherland
JArmenial.”

Pontifical
Divine Liturgy

His Holincss and his cntou-
rage arrived Monday cvening at
Saint Panl Armenian Chorch
where  the  singing  of
“Hrashapar™  (the  welcoming

While visiting Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Church in Reed-

- LR\
A young child reccives Holy
Karckin Il during the Divine Liturgy at St. Paul Armenian
Church of Fresno.

Communion from His Holincss

ley, His Holiness offers a gift from Holy Etchmiadzin to the
Reedley Mayor as Jerry Surabian, Fr. Arshen Aivazian and
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian of Canada look on.

procession) led the  pontifl,
clergy, deacons. and altar serv-
crs into the sanctuary. The ccle-
bration of this Pontifical Divinc
Liturgy by His Holiness. was
attended by over 700 faithful
who filled the pews and spilled
around the back and sides of the

sanctuary. Complementing the -

service, and filling both the
church and heans of the people
with their beautiful singing, was
a combined choir from the par-
ishes of the Western Diocesc in
the San Joaquin Valley dirccted
by Svetlana Epremian and ac-
compinicd by Ben Krikorian at
the organ: participating choir
members were from St Paul,
Fresno, St. Gregory the Hlumi-
nator, Fowler,  Sts.  Sahag-
Mesrob, Recdley, St. Man.,
Yettem, and Haoly Cross, Tur-
lock.

His Holiness delivered an
cnlightening and cncouraging
scrmon, “Toward Light and
Life”. and commented: “Your
presence here in such great
numbers 1ills our heart with
preater joy and reassurcs  us

ance again, that on this distant
but blessed and prosperous soil
of Amcrica, the descendants of
our people have kept alive and
well the faith of their forefa-
thers, the Christian heritage of
our Mother Church and the
spint of our nation.”
Pastoral Visits to
Valley Churches
His  Holincss visited the
outlying Valley parish commu-
mtics of the \Western Diocese
on Tucsday, May 8", Welcom-
ing “Hrashapar™ services were
conducted at St. Mary, Yettem,
Sis. Sahag-Mcsrob, Reedley,
and St. Gregory. Fowler. Each
parish greeted the Catholicos
enthusiastically and  presented
him with gifts and bountiful
trays of Valley-famous fruits.
Although the Armenian com-
munitics that exist outside of
Fresna arc small, their members
are committed  individuals,
strong in character, who con-
tnbute to a cohesive group.
Father Sahak Kaishian spe-
cifically spoke of the Yctiem
pansh. “We may be small in

number, but not weak in faith.”
His Holiness praised the con-
gregation in Enghsh for their
dedication and their works. )
can scc goodness in your cyes. |
am very proud of you." Aside
from his valuable imangible gift
of the spoken word, His Holi-
ness also dehivered a tangible
gift: cach parish reccived a
hand-carved wooden  plaque
depicting Holy Etchmiadzin.

Following scrvices in the
sanctuary, a gathering in the
fellowship hall of cach church
included a plcasant and per-
sonal cxchange between His
Holiness and the Parish Pricst,
church members and commu-
nity leaders. Most notable were
the following cvents:  While
driving to and from St. Mary,
His Holincss was greeted by
farm workers who stood along-
sidc the road and the orchards
to pay their respects. Rather
than  simply waving  back
through the car window, His
Holiness stopped to personally
greet them afier fecling moved
by their gesture that illustrated
the connection between them
and their  cmplover.  Harry
Davidian.

The church bells at Sts. Sa-
hag-Mcsrob rang loudly and
clearly as His Holincss was mct
with children carrying brcad
and salt 10 be blessed. In the
reception hall, decorated with a
magnificent  cross-shaped icc
sculpture, His Holiness pre-
scnted the Mayor of Reedley
with a gift from Holy Etchmi-
adzin.

Brilliantly -colored flowers
in hand. children stood at the
steps of St. Gregory while anx-
iously awaiting His Holiness’
arrival. Father Kevork Arake-

lian introduced them to the Ca-
tholicos. while also naming
cach member who approached
His Holiness during “Aicha-
hampooyr™ 10 reccive a cross.
At the luncheon, the Catholicos
respectfully acknowledged Fr.
Kevork for his personal rela-
tionship with his parishioncrs.

The faithful in cach com-
munity of the San Joaquin Val-
ley took with them the beauty
that was shared amidst the visit
of their Chicf Spiritual Leader |
and will keep that memory alive
for years to come.

Youth Rally:
Conversation with His
Holincss

During the first pontifical
visitation to the San . Joaquin
Valley, His Holiness met with
the youth of the Valley, as they
arc a primary focus and interest
to him. On Tuesday cvening,
May 8%, nearly 100 youth gath-
cred in the Sanctuary of St. Paul
Armcnian Church. Following a
briel scrvice in which ahar
servers from each of the Valley
churches participated. a per-
sonal and intcractive dialoguc
censucd.

Dcacon Matthew Jendian,
Chair of the Youth Rally Com-
mittee, welcomed His Holiness
to the gathering and informed

“those present of the collabora-

tive cfTorts of scveral members
of the Valley Armenian Church
Youth Organizations to make
for a mcaningful exchange be-

Plcase Turn to Page §

His Holiness and Abp. Vatche Hovsepian share a picture with
Youth Rally Chair Dcacon Matthew Jendian, froant center,
flanked by Committce members Mepan Jendian, left, and
Deanna Garbedian,
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tween them and  Vchapar.
Youth Rally Commiticc mem-
ber, Deanna Garabedian, asked
the Catholicos to sharc somc
information about his lifc as a
boy and how hc came 1o know
and scrve Christ and the
Church. -

Vchapar offered vivid im-
ages and descriptive cxperi-
cnces of his childhood and rc-

- called. “1 can remember the

journcy 1o church  (Holy
Etchimiadzin) every  Sunday.
walking nest to my father. with

~my family. all of my brothers

and sisters. and we would knecl
at the entrance gates of Holy
Erchmiadzin and make our way
10 the church on our knees.™ He
and his siblings were taught 1o
view cach stone in the church
building as a living thing that
containcd the prayers of our
anccestors.

Dcacon Matthew  thanked
Vchapar for his personal re-
marks, “One could rcad a hun-
dred biographics and not learn
of the things that you have
shared with us. You have given
all of us a ncw way of looking
at the church and you have
given us a window into your
life.” Afier the Catholicos was
asked aboul the role of prayer in
his life, he mentioned the trust,
devotion and dedication to al-
ways end his prayers with,
“Lord, Thy will be done.™

Upon the conclusion of an
open question and answer scs-
sion, the youth individually
approached ~ Vchapar for
*Atchahampooyr™ and received
a cross from Holy Etchmiadzin.
Following the: Youth Rally. a
reception, organized by Zar Der
Mugrdechian: was held in the
Haig Berberian Hall. Prior to
the Youth Rally. His Holincss
cntered the Holy Trinity Arme-
nian  Church sanctuary  with
members of his cnourage and
offered a prayer in the chancel
before the altar.

Visitations throughout
the Valley

His Holincss was scheduled
for a day filled with visitations
on Wednesday, May 9", Fol-
lowing the breakfast mecting
with the Valley clergy of the
Western Diocese. His Holincss
and his cntourage visited the
Armcnian Community  School
of Fresno. He was showered
with heartfelt greetings by smil-
ing children who held carnation
flowers and balloons in their
hands.  The students centainly
possessed a glow in their cycs
as they stood in awe of Ve-
hapar's presence. Upon his ar-.
rival, three doves were set free
into the sky and the blessing of
the bread and sali 100k place on
the green-grassed ficld in front
of the school '

As His Holiness procceded

into the auditorium. 135 stu-
dents aged 3 10 14 It their bal-
loons drift above them by the
wind. Students sang songs and
recited  prosc  for  Vchapar,
which brought smilcs upon his
face. Dr. Berj Kalamkarian,
Chair of the Armenian Com-
munity School Visit, senved as
Master of Ceremonies and pro-
vided His Holiness with a bricl
lustory of the school. Scth Ata-
mian, principal of the Armeman
Commumty  School.  thanked
Vehapar  for —including  the
school as pant of his iuncrany
and for visiting them. “This was
the lighlight of our school
vear.” The Cathalicos presented
a wonderful,  waler-colored
painting of Christ’s resurrection
1o Mr. Alamian for the schoal.

His Holiness appearcd cx-
tremely joyful to be in the pres-
cnce of the young ones and he
descended from the stage to talk
with and walk amongst the stu-
dents. With a chuckle, he asked
them “Who am 1?7 Do you know
where Armcnia is located?” A
young student replicd, “1 have a
Keree (uncle) there.™ Laughter
sprcad throughout the room.
Each student was blessed with
Vchapar's presence and  will
cherish his visit, along with the
cross he individually handed 1o
them.

California State University.
Fresno was the third scheduled
visit of the day. Outside the
Alicc  Peters  Auditorium
adorned with signs of welcome
for Vchapar. students lined up
along the walkway 1o greet His
Holincss. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, instnuctor in the
Armenian.Studics Program and
Chair of the CSUF visit, ar-
ranged for the Armcnian Stu-
dents Organization (ASO) ex-
ccutive commitice 1o bricly

meet with the Catholicos prior
1o the lecture. His Haliness pre-

Vehapar presenting

painting from Ar
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During the $t.-Gregory parish visitation and luncheon in Fowler, His Holiness Karckin 11 pre-

.sents a gift to Rev, Fro Kevork Arakelian a pift from Holy Etchmiadzin, Far left, Fr. Sahak Kai-

shian of Yettem. To the right: Abp. Vatche Hovsepian, Abp. Hovaan Derderian and Deacon

Allan Y. Jendian,

sented an impressively woven
rug. adorned with a cross in the
center, 1o the ASO. The stu-
dents were grateful and hum-
bled in his presence.

Following Der Mugrdech-
ian's introduction of His Holi-
ness in the lecture hall filled
with approximately 150 stu-
dents, faculty and community
members, Vehapar opened with
the reciting of the Lord's
Prayer. The Catholicos then
spoke mostly in Armenian re-
garding the effects of globaliza-
tion and technology. while Fa-
ther Arshen Aivazian superbly
translated.  Vchapar discussed
the impact of globalization on
the faithful in an increasingly
sccular world and stated that the
Church is  concerned  that
“Christian values will be rc-
placed by the worship of hu-
manly created materialistic val-
ues.” Vehapar also acknowl-
cdged the positive aspect of
tcchnalogy that is “providing im
opportunity  for  Armenians
around the world 10 come in

principal of the Armenian Community School ol Fresno

contact with anc another.”

The California  Armenian
Home Visil. Chaired by Board
President  Jack  Bedrosian.
brought Vchapar to an audicnce
of the older generation. His
Holi spent Wednesday's
late aficrnoon walking the halls
while grecting both residents
and cmployces. “God  bless
you.™ Hc later had an opportu-
nity for a moving cxchange
with a room-full of eclderly 1o
whom he offcred blessings and
also honored. bowing to them
for their many years of scrvice
10 community and church life.

Pontifical Banquet
In honor of His Holincss.

Karckin 1. on the occasion of”

his first pontifical visit to the
San Joaquin Valley. a banguet
commenced  Wednesday  eve-
ning at the Radisson Hotcl
Grand Ballroom. Along with
the creative and diligent cfTorts
of his commitice.  Banquet
Chair Ben Krikarian success-
fully arranged a mcmorable
cvent. While the procession of
His Holiness swept the periph-
cery of the ballroam, members off
the Armenian Church Choirs
beamtifully rendered a'pontifical
hymn, !
Shortly after the invocation
by His Holiness Karckin 1.
Deacon Varouj Altcharmakian,
MD.. Diocesan Council
Chairman offered a toast. Dea-
con Allan Y. Jendian, Regional
Chairman of the SJV Ponnfical
Reception  Commiitice,  wel-
comed Vchapar 1o “the San
Joaquin Valley which Fresno's
own  William  Saroyan called
TArmenia again.T Ano extia
special thanks was delivered 10
all the  Pontifical  Reception
Commitice Members and  the
many Benefactors and Patrons
wha unsclfishly contribuied so
the events in honor of His Holi-
ness and the 1700™ anmiversiny
of Christianity conld matenial-
ize in the San Joaquin Valley
Preceding the Banquet. Vehapar

was honored at a private recep-
tion where the Benefactors and
Patrons were introduced by
Deacon Allan and Fundraising
Chair. Deacon Nishan Kochian.

Decacon  Allan also intro-
duced the members scated at
the head table. the Orthodox
and Protestant clergy present in
the banquet hall, and the local
dignitarics who joined the eve-
ning’s cvent, Fresno Mayor.
Alan  Autry, cxpressed  his
honor in mecting His Holincss
and presented him with a key (o
the city. Steve Samuclian. Gov-
crnmental Relations Chair. ac-
knowledged and presented the
resolutions and proclamations
received from various govern-
ment dignitanes. Both  Auiny
and Samuclian were presented
with gifts brought from Holy
Etchmiadzin by the Cathalicos

His LEmincnce Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian greeied over
300 guests and spoke of the
creatively  decorated  crosscs
that adorned the pancls around
the room.  Hovian  Surpazim
reporied that the youth of the
Valley  had  prepared 1699
crosses for the 1700™ anniver-
sany and wished 1o have 1His
Holiness attach the final cross
10 the display.

His Emincnce  Archbishop
Vaiche Hovsepian alsa shared
his remarks  and  gratefully
thanked  Vahan and  Anoush
Chamlian for their cextremcly
gencrous $100.000 danation 1o
Vehapar on this joyous ‘occil-
sion.  Vatche Surpazan also
thanked Deacon Varouj for his
cfforts as the Diocesan Council
Chairman and General Chair of
the Pontifical Visit: the CHP
Sccurity for their ticless and
protective cffons a
Deacon Armen Devej
con Allan, whom he smiled i
and  referred 10, as the
“Amenayn Hayols S
(Deacon of All Armenians). for
lis contnbutions 1o the Church,

Please Turn t Page 16
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the Dioccse. and the Comntit-
tee: and Roscmary. as well, for
her support. ’

His Holincss concluded the
cvening with a captivating ad-
dress and a thoughtful request.
“I must not lecave Fresno with-
out cxtending an invitalion (o
cach of you (o visit Armcnia.
This old Christian land will
speak to your heart.” Through-
out the cvening. Vchapar's
cver-present siile was a picas-
urc o witness as he was
amongst the faithful gathered in
his honor.

Pontifical Visit
Drawn to a Close

The faithful of the Arme-
nian  Apostolic  Orthodox
Church in the San Joaquin Val-
ley werc blessed with the op-
portunity to greet and meet His
Holincss. Karckin I1, Catholicos
of All Armenians on-the occa-
sion of his first pontifical visit
during Armenia’s 1700" anni-

versary of Christianity, Those

in attendance cxperienced a
breath of rencwat and hope.

* The SJV Pontifical Recep-
tion Comunittce planned, organ-
ized, and implenented an itin-
crary of activities that enabled a
successful visit of His Holiness.
The cfforts of the many dedi-
cated committce members de-
serve  recognition. Acknowl-
cdgements are listed in the in-
sert of the commenorative
booklet provided by the Dio-
cese. which also included a
special history insert. preparcd
by Deacon Arra Avakian, “Ar-
mcnian Rcligious Life in the

San Joaquin Valley.” Other

chairpersons  noteworthy  of
mention include: Sub-Deacon
Ara Movscsian and Jerry Baker,
Lodging accommodations;
Levon  Karakashian, Airport
Arrival; and Jennifer Zahigian
and Mcgan Jendian, Photos.

With the visit of their Chief
Spiritual Leader, the faithful of
the Armenian Apostolic Ortho-
dox Church in the San Joaquin
Valley were spiritually rejuve-
nated to receive His Holiness’
greelings, blessings and direc-
tion. .
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Dr. Kouymjian's Latest Tome
Is About Movses Khorenatsi

FRESNO (Hye Sharzhoom)
- A volume of scholarly essays de-
voted to the. father of Armenian

“history, Movses of Khoren, is the

latest contribution to Armenian
studies by Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
Haig & Isabel-Berberian Profes-
sor of Armenian Studies at CSUF.

Traditionally, Movses Kho-
renatsi is considered a fifth cen-
tury author, part of Armenia’s
golden age, though some scholars,
mostly in the West, attribute his
"History of the Armenians" to a
later century. The new book,
"Moise de Khoreneet 'historio-

graphie armenienne des origines”.

(Moses of Khoren and Armenian
Historiography from its Origines)
was released by the publishing
house of the Catholicosate of the
Great House of Cilicia in Antelias,
Lebanon. The work was published
under the auspices of Catholicos
Aram [ and is volume 7 in the se-
ries of publications to commemo-
rate the 1700th anniversary of the
conversion of Armenia to Chris-
tianity.

The 10 essays in the book

were originally papers given at a

conference on Movses with the
same title, organized by Prof.
Kouymjian in Paris in January
1991 under the auspices of the
Institut national des langues and
civilizations orientales, the Cen-
tre de recherches sur la diaspora
armenienne (CRDA) and the
Ecole pratique des haute etudes.

The essays are by the world's
foremost authorities on Movses
including the late Gagik Sarkis-
sian of the Armenian Academy of
Sciences, Marc Nichanian, Co-
lumbia University, Robert Thom-
son, Oxford University, Dickran
Kouymjian, CSU Fresno, Jean-
Pierre Mahe, EPHE Paris, Bernard
Outtier, CNRS, Paris, and the Uni-
versity of Geneva, Jean-Michel
Thierry, EPHE Paris, Krikor
Beledian, INALCO and the Uni-
versity of Lyon, Levon Zekiyan,
University of Venice, and Giusto
Traina of the University of Lecce,
Italy. :

_ The 223-page volume can be
obtained through the web page of
the Cilician Catholicosate:
www.cathcil.org.

- _—
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FRESNO - A volume of

~ scholarly essays devoted to the -

father of Armenian history,
Movses of Khoren, is the latest
contribution to Armenian Stud-
ies by-Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
Haig & Isabel Berberian Pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies at

CSUF. Traditionally, Movses -
* Khorenats’i is considered a

fifth century author, part of
Armenia’s golden age, though
some scholars, mostly in the
west, attribute his History of
the Armenians to a later cen-

tury. The new 'book entitled

Moise de Khorene et I’historio-
graphie _ armenienne  des
origines, [Moses of Khoren and
Armenian Historiography from
Its Beginnings] was released by
the publishing house of the
Catholicosate of the Great
House of Cilicia in Antelias,
Lebanon. The work was pub-

~ lished under auspices of His
Holiness  Catholicos Aram 1

and is volume 7 in the series of

publications to 'commemorate
the 1700% anniversary of the -

conversion of Armenia to
Christianity. ’ :

The ten essays.in the book -

were originally papers given at

“toriography from Its Beginnings”

“a conference on Movses with
the same title, organized by
Prof. Kouyoumjian in Paris in

. January 1991 under auspices of -

the Institut national des longues

et civilizations  orientales

(INALCO), the Centre de re-
cherches sur la diaspora ar-
menienne (CRDA), and the
Ecole pratique des haute etudes
(EPHE). The essays are by the
world’s foremost authorities on
Movses including the late

Gagik Sarkissian of the Arme-

‘nian - Academy of Sciences,
Marc Nichanian, = Columbia
University, Robert Thomson,
Oxford ~ University, Dickran
Kouymjian, CSU Fresno, Jean-
Pierre Mahe, EPHE Paris. Ber-
nard Outtier, CNRS, Paris and
.the University of Geneva, Jean-
"Michel Thierry, EPHE Paris,
Krikor Beledian, INALCO and

‘the University of Lyon, Levon -
. Zekiyan, University of Venice,

and  Giusto ~ Traina of the
University of Lecce, Italy.

The handsomely bound 223
page volume can be. obtained
_through the web page of the
Cilician ‘Catholicosate:
www.cathil.org. ‘
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Showing of Paul Kalinian's Film on William Saroyan
Benefits Cal State Fresno's Armenian Studies Program

By Edna Shamlian Harvey

FRESNO - The latest show-

ing of Paul Kalinian's film, "Wil-

liam Saroyan: The Man The
Writer," was shown at a benefit
dinner for the Armenian Studies
Program of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, on May 6. Vatche

Soghomonian and his wife, Dr.-

Jane Kardashian hosted and un-
derwrote the benefit dinner at their
home overlooking Lake Millerton.

California State Senator
Chuck Poochigian addressed the

gathering of approximately 200

guests.
U.S. Representative George

Radanovich was represented by ..

his district director, Steve Samue-
lian, who spoke of his days in
Fresno State's Armenian Studies
program and praised its contribu-
tion to his own education, and its
benefit to others.

Professor Barlow Der Mugr-
dechian recognized student lead-
ers, students from Armenia, schol-
arship recipients and outlined a
busy, productive year for the de-
partment,

Kalinian's biographical film

. of William Saroyan has won six

international film festival awards,
including a Gold award for best
documentary. Much of the narra®
tion was by Saroyan himself, Ad-
ditional narration was done by in-

Soghomonian.

ternationally known actor, Mike
Connors.

Since 1991, the Kalinians
have shown this film to over one
million people in 19 countries and

53 cities around the world, includ-

ing the United States, Canada,
Australia, Europe, the Middle
East, and Armenia. All the pro-
ceeds have directly benefited lo-
cal charities. The Kalinians will

‘eventually premiere the film in

South America, Africa, and Japan.
Another European film tour is un-
derway for next year.

A surprise appearance at the

Fresno presentation was made by
Susie Kalinian, producer of the
film and daughter of Paul Kalin-

....me left to right: Paul Kalinian, Susie Kalinian, and Vatche

ian. As an alumni of the Arme-
nian Studies Program and CSUF,
she spoke of her fond memories
and praised the program. She cur-
rently lives in Boston, Mass.,
where she is a pre-doctoral student
at Tufts School of Dental Medi-
cine. Also present was Paul's wife,
Araxie, and son Harold, the film's
technical engineer.

On Oct. 27 and 28, the film
will be shown at the Fresno Me-
morial Auditorium organized by
the Fresno County Public Library.






