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INTRODUCTION_____________________________________________________________________ VCCFW
1990-1991

The Com m ission f o r  Women began  th e  1990/1991  ye a r  wi t h  an A ugust 
O r g a n iz a t io n a l  R e tre a t:  M eetin g  to  re v ie w  th e  te n  Y ears o f  a c co m p lish m e n ts  
and to  v i s u a l i z e  w hat o p p o r tu n i t i e s  and  c h a l l e n g e s  la v  a h e ad  in  th e  n e x t 
t e n  y e a r s .  As we m ust l e a r n  from  o u r p a s t ,  we m ust a l s o  fo c u s  on and 
l e a r n  from  th e  p r e s e n t ,  so we can  a n t i c i p a t e  and be in  c h a rg e  o f  o u r 
f u t u r e .  P r i o r i t i e s  w ere s e t  w hich  e s t a b l i s h e d  new c o m m itte e s :  H e a lth  
Care f o r  Women and  C h i ld re n ,  a L o ca l A p p o in tm e n ts  C o a l i t i o n ,  and a Women's 
R eso u rce  C e n te r .  T hese i s s u e s  w ere e x t r a c t e d  from  o u r  o u t r e a c h  m e e tin g s  
and p re v io u s  n eed s  a s s e s s m e n ts .  Both c o m m ittee s  s e t  s h o r t  and lo n g  term  
g o a ls  and have b een  w o rk in g  a g g r e s s iv e l y  to  m eet th e  c h a l l e n g e s .

We a l s o  c o n tin u e d  w ith  c o m m ittee s  and c o - s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  e v e n ts  to  a d d re s s  
i s s u e s  o f  c h i l d  c a r e ,  d o m e s tic  v io le n c e ,  f i n a n c i a l  e d u c a t io n  and 
a f f o r d a b le  h o u s in g . We c o -s p o n s o re d  th e  "Women's H is to r y  P r o j e c t  Awards" 
e v e n t  w hich  h o n o re d  women in  V e n tu ra  C ountv  who have c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  
f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t io n  and a s  a com m unity a c t i v i s t  to  f u r t h e r  th e  g o a l o f  
"m aking women in  h i s t o r y  come a l i v e  in  th e  c la s s ro o m ."  We c o -s p o n s o re d  
th e  Women's F in a n c i a l  I n fo r m a t io n  P rogram , w hich  i s  an e x te n s iv e  e ig h t  
week p rogram  to  p ro v id e  in fo r m a t io n  and  to  e d u c a te  women on f i n a n c i a l  
n eed s  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  in v e s tm e n t  and e s t a t e  p la n n in g .  The " S u rv iv a l  
S k i l l s  Day" was a n o th e r  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n t  t h a t  b ro u g h t  r e s o u r c e s  and 
in fo r m a t io n  to  th e  p u b l i c ,  t a r g e t i n g  s i n g l e  w o m e n /h e a d -o f -h o u s e h o ld , 
o f f e r i n g  em ploym ent o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  resum e w r i t i n g ,  c o n t in u e d  e d u c a t io n  
in fo r m a t io n  and v a lu a b le  in fo r m a t io n  f o r  c h i l d  c u s t o d y / f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y .

As we c o n tin u e  m o n ito r in g  th e  two b a t t e r e d  w om en's s h e l t e r s  in  th e  c o u n ty , 
we have  a ls o  a c te d  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  to  s u p p o r t  b i l l s  t h a t  s e c u r e d  r i g h t s  f o r  
women d u r in g  c o u r t  c a s e s  t h a t  a llo w e d  f o r  p r e v io u s  b a t t e r e d  h i s t o r y  to  be 
in c lu d e d  in  th e  c a s e .  We m o n ito r  l e g i s l a t i o n  and l i s t e n  to  a d v o c a te s  in  
th e  wom en's com m unity to  a l e r t  us to  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .

A f fo rd a b le  h o u s in g  i s  an  i s s u e  in  a l l  o f  th e  s t a t e .  We have b een  a member 
o f  N e tw o rk in g  f o r  H o u sin g , and c o n tin u e  to  work w ith  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to  
p rom ote  th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  more a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s in g  in  V e n tu ra  C ounty .

C h ild  c a re  h a s  b e e n  a p r i o r i t y  o f  th e  Com m ission f o r  t e n  y e a r s .  Our 
s u c c e s s e s  can  be c o u n te d  in  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  5 C h ild  C are  A d v iso ry  
C o u n c ils  in  th e  c o u n ty , in  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  county  w ide C o a l i t i o n  t h a t  m eets 
m o n th ly  to  fo c u s  on th e  n e e d s . The C o a l i t i o n  was in s t r u m e n ta l  in  s e c u r in g  
g r a n t  m onies from  th e  M erv y n s/D av to n  Hudson F o u n d a tio n , t h a t  p ro v id e s  
t r a i n i n g  c o u rs e s  f o r  f a m ily  day c a re  p r o v id e r s ,  to  im prove and enh an ce  th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  c h i l d  c a re  in  th e  hom es.

The c u r r e n t  e f f o r t  o f  th e  C h ild  C are P la n n in g  C o u n c il  i s  a c o n s o r t iu m  o f  
p r o v id e r s ,  a d v o c a te s  and a g e n c ie s  t h a t  have  j o in e d  to  d e v e lo p  a county w ide 
p la n  to  s e c u re  f e d e r a l  C h ild  C are and D evelopm ent B lock  G ra n t fu n d s  in  
S ep tem b er; E s t im a te d  b e tw een  1-2  m i l l i o n ,  75% to  be f o r  low -incom e 
f a m i l i e s ;  5% f o r  q u a l i t y  enhancem en t and  th e  re m a in d e r  f o r  p ro g ra m s.
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INTRODUCTION ( c o n tin u e d )______________________________________________________ VCCFW
1990-1991

The C om m issioners a t t e n d e d  th e  S t a te  Com m ission f o r  Women's A nnual 
N e tw o rk in g  c o n fe r e n c e  in  S a c ra m en to , b r in g in g  b ack  new id e a s  to  o ld  
s o l u t i o n s ,  e n e rg y  to  g e n e ra te  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  o f  com m itm ent, an a  a r e s o lv e  
to  make a d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  c o u n ty f o r  women o f  a l l  n e e d s . As we work 
ah e ad  in to  th e  n e x t  y e a r ,  th e  g o a ls  a re  s e t ,  th e  c h a l le n g e  i s  t h e r e .  As 
we l e a r n  and  c o n t in u e  to  e v a lu a te  o u r s u c c e s s e s ,  th e  i s s u e s  a re  m a tu r in g , 
and  so do th e  s o l u t i o n s .  Our n e tw o rk  i s  s t r o n g e r ,  o u r  e f f o r t s  a re  known 
and  we c o n t in u e  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  com m unity to  w hich  we a re  a p p o in te d  to  
s e r v e ,  in  a m ost p r o f e s s i o n a l  and p r o a c t iv e  e n v iro n m e n t.



COMMISSIONER MILES HOURS

PROFESSIONAL HOURS. 
CHILD CARE AND MISC 
EXPENSES

Breyman 528 60 $1,850.00

De La Selva 125 20 $1,200.00

Flock 419 96 $2,976.00

Harris-Murray 135 6 $ 265.00

Lawrason 446 31 $ 930.00

Long * * * 360 279 $8,649.00

Mac Donald 1,086 278 $8,618.00

Maurer 82 16 $ 496.00

Mc Grath 93 28 $ 868.00

McVerry 376 87 $2,697.00

Montgomery 159 35 $1,085.00

Scovill 404 28 $ 868.00

Spencer 235 19 $ 589.00

Thomas *** 362 252 $7,812.00

3

COMMISSIONER'S 
In-Kind Contributions

(Executive Board Member ***)

Staff: Compensating time off given in exchange for time worked in excess 
of a 20 hour work week.

TOTAL MILES: 4.810

TOTAL HOURS: 1.235

TOTAL VALUE OF COMMISSIONER TIME (3 $30.00 PER HOUR:________ $37 .050 . 00______



YEAR NUMBER OF BIRTHS AT VCMC
1985 2 .2 6 7
1986 2 ,2 4 3
1987 2 ,5 8 2
1988 2, 782
1989 3 ,122
1990 3 ,627
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HEALTH CARE FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN'__________________________________________ VCCFW
1990-1991

R ecom m endations to  th e  V e n tu ra  C ountv Bo a rd  o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  from  th e  
V e n tu ra  C ounty  C om m ission f o r  Women:

In  1990. th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  Com m ission f o r  Women (VCCFW) i d e n t i f i e d  h e a l t h  
c a re  f o r  women and c h i l d r e n  as one o f  two p r i o r i t y  a r e a s  f o r  Com m ission 
a c t i v i t i e s  d u r in g  th e  1990-1991 f i s c a l  y e a r .  The Com m ission form ed a 
Com m ittee o f  C om m issioners and i n t e r e s t e d  com m unity members to  s tu d y  
h e a l t h  i s s u e s  o f  women and  c h i l d r e n  and  make rec o m m e n d a tio n s .

The VCCFW H e a l th  C are  Com m ittee r e p o r t  c o n ta in s  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t  s tu d y  
and i t s  re c o m m e n d a tio n s . T h is  r e p o r t  e m p h a s ize s  V e n tu ra  C o u n ty 's  sy s tem  
o f  p r e n a t a l  and o b s t e t r i c a l  c a re  f o r  low incom e women. The VCCFW 
re c o g n iz e s  th e  e f f o r t  made by th e  V e n tu ra  C ountv  B oard o f  S u p e r v is o r s  to  
m eet th e  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s  o f  th e  c o u n ty . The c o u n ty  m e d ic a l  sy s tem  
p ro v id e s  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e s e  s e r v i c e s  w ith  th e  l im i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  
a v a i l a b l e .  T h is  i s  an  a r e a  w here s e r io u s  p ro b lem s e x i s t  and w here th e r e  
a re  r e a l i s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  im provem ent.

FINDINGS ON OBSTETRICAL CARE

The C om m ission h a s  fo u n d  in a d e q u a te  p r o v i s io n s  o f  p r e n a t a l  and  o b s t e t r i c a l  
c a re  to  low incom e women in  V e n tu ra  C ounty  and f e e l s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  m ust 
be re m e d ie d . The u rg e n c y  o f  th e  p ro b lem  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  fo l lo w in g  
f i n d i n g s :

(a )  O b s t e t r i c a l  (OB) c a re  and p r e n a t a l  c a re  f o r  M ed i-C al and  p a t i e n t s  
w i th o u t  in s u r a n c e  i s  a lm o s t u n a v a i l a b l e  in  V e n tu ra  C ounty  o u t s id e  o f  
th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  H e a lth  C are Agency System .

(b) A lm ost a l l  o f  th e  M ed i-C al p a t i e n t s  a re  b e in g  s e n t  to  th e  V e n tu ra  
C ounty M e d ic a l C e n te r  (VCMC). In  1989, 83.3% o f  a l l  M ed i-C al 
d e l i v e r i e s  o c c u r r e d  a t  th e  VCMC. S in c e  1985. t h e r e  h a s  been  a 
s te a d y  i n c r e a s e  in  th e  num ber o f  d e l i v e r i e s  a t  VCMC a s  fo l lo w s :

(C) The VCMC OB U n it  i s  overw helm ed by M ed i-C al p a t i e n t s  and p a t i e n t s  
w i th o u t  any in s u r a n c e  who have b een  tu rn e d  away by o th e r  
f a c i l i t i e s .  S in c e  1985, th e  num ber o f  b i r t h s  a t  th e  VCMC has 
in c r e a s e d  by a b o u t 54%. H o s p i ta l  o f f i c i a l s  g iv e  two m ain re a s o n s  
f o r  th e  i n c r e a s e .
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HEALTH CARE FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN (c o n tin u e d )____________________________ VCCFW
1990-1991

(1) W ith d raw al o f  p r i v a t e  d o c to r s  and h o s p i t a l s  from  M ed i-C al 
c o n t r a c t s  b e c a u se  o f  v e ry  low re im b u rs e m e n ts .

(2 ) L arge  i n f l u x  o f  im m ig ran ts  in to  th e  c o u n ty from  M exico a n d  
C e n t r a l  A m erica .

( d) The m ain  p r o v id e r  o f  OB c a re  to  M ed i-C a l p a t i e n t s  i s  th e  VCMC
th ro u g h  i t s  S a t e l l i t e  C l in ic s  and  th e  Women's C l i n ic  a t  VCMC. Low 
incom e women in  V e n tu ra  C ounty have v e ry  l i m i t e d  p r e n a t a l  c a re  
o p t io n s .  The w a i t in g  tim e to  o b t a i n  an a p p o in tm e n t f o r  a new OB 
p a t i e n t  a t  th e  Women's C l in ic  i s  f o u r  to  f iv e  w eek s. In a d e q u a te  
p r e n a t a l  c a re  u l t i m a t e l y  i n c r e a s e s  th e  c o s t  o f  o b s t e t r i c  and 
p e d i a t r i c  c a r e .  Lose o f  p r e n a t a l  c a re  r e s u l t s  in  an i n c r e a s e  in  low 
b i r t h  w e ig h t  b a b ie s ,  th u s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  h e a l t h  c a re  c o s t s .

(e )  S t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  a lm o s t 30% o f  c o u n ty b i r t h s  in  1989 w ere to  
M ed i-C al p a t i e n t s ;  in  1990 t h i s  f ig u r e  in c r e a s e d  to  35%. R e c e n t 
l e g i s l a t i o n  h as  in c r e a s e d  th e  num ber o f  women e l i g i b l e  f o r  M e d i-C a l, 
w i th o u t  i n c r e a s i n g  M edi-C al fu n d in g ;

(1 ) SB2579 i n c r e a s e d  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  p r e g n a n t  women to  185% o f  th e  
p o v e r ty  l e v e l  ($ 1 8 ,0 0 0  a n n u a l incom e f o r  a f a m ily  o f  t h r e e )

(2) SB175 e x te n d e d  M ed i-C al c o v e ra g e  to  in c lu d e  em ergency  and 
p re g n a n c y  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  to  im m ig ra n ts  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  
r e s id e n c y  s t a t u s .

FINDINGS ON PEDIATRIC CARE

(a )  T h is  a r e a  o f  p e d i a t r i c  c a re  w i l l  be e x p lo r e d  f u r t h e r  in  a f u tu r e  
r e p o r t  to  th e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .*

(b) T here  a re  a b o u t 1 5 0 ,000  c h i l d r e n  in  V e n tu ra  C oun ty , and  a l a r g e  
p e rc e n ta g e  o f  them  a re  from  u n in s u r e d  o r  w o rk in g  p o o r  L a t in o  
f a m i l i e s .  The P e d i a t r i c  C l in ic  had  7 .0 2 7  v i s i t s  in  1990, a d ra m a tic  
i n c r e a s e  o v e r  p r e v io u s  y e a r s .

(c )  S ic k  c h i l d r e n  from  p o o r and in d ig e n t  f a m i l i e s  e n t e r  th e  h e a l t h  c a re  
sy s te m  much l a t e r  in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e i r  i l l n e s s  and  may have had  no 
p r i o r  m e d ic a l  a t t e n t i o n  a t  a l l .

(d ) Many f a c t o r s  a f f e c t  th e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  m e d ic a l  c a re  t o r  low income 
c h i l d r e n .  W orking p a r e n t s  and la c k  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  make i t  h a rd  
f o r  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  be k e p t .  The P e d i a t r i c  C l i n ic  e x p e r ie n c e s  a 
h ig h  "no-show " r a t e  when th e  p a r e n t s  w ork o r  th e  f a m ily  la c k s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

a) I n c r e a s e  th e  o p e r a t in g  h o u rs  o f  th e  o u t p a t i e n t  c l i n i c s  to  in c lu d e
e v e n in g  h o u r s .  (T h is  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e s  to  
th e  w o rk in g  p o o r . )

(b) I n c r e a s e  th e  num ber o f  RNs. n u rs e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  and  d o c to r s  in  th e  
S a t e l l i t e  C l i n i c s .  E x p lo re  in n o v a t iv e  m ethods o f  h i r i n g  b i l i n g u a l  
s t a f f .

(c )  Expand th e  S im i V a l le y  C l in ic  to  f u l l  tim e  s t a t u s .  ( C u r r e n t ly ,  when 
th e  S im i V a l ie v  C l in ic  i s  n o t  open . M ed i-C al p a t i e n t s  m ust e i t h e r  
t r a v e l  th e  45 m in u te  d r iv e  to  th e  VCMC o r  go to  th e  em ergency  room 
a t  S im i V a l le y  A d v e n t is t  H o s p i t a l . )

(d) Expand th e  M oorpark  C l in ic  to  f u l l  tim e  s t a t u s .

(e )  E s t a b l i s h  a co m m ittee  to  m o n ito r  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  c o u n ty  
s a t e l l i t e  c l i n i c s  to  p r i v a t e  m anagem ent The c o m m ittee  w ould  in s u r e  
t h a t  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  p a t i e n t  c a re  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p a t i e n t  
s e r v i c e s  a r e  m a in ta in e d .

( f )  E s t a b l i s h  a p rog ram  o r  m echanism  to  f a c i l i t a t e  g r e a t e r  u se  o f  th e  
WIC (Women, I n f a n t ,  and C h i ld re n )  P rogram . (T h is  p ro g ram  h as  b een  
p ro v en  to  i n c r e a s e  th e  h e a l t h  o f  m o th e rs  and c h i l d r e n  in  a c o s t  
e f f e c t i v e  w ay .)

g) F in d  ways to  im prove t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  th e  c l i n i c s .  (Low income 
women o f t e n  do n o t  have t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  th e  c l i n i c s  and as a 
r e s u l t  o f t e n  m iss  s c h e d u le d  a p p o in tm e n ts .

(h ) P ro v id e  c h i l d  c a re  f o r  p a t i e n t s  a t  th e  VCMC and th e  c l i n i c s .  The 
e x i s t i n g  H ic k o ry  D ic k o rv  Doc F a c i l i t y  c o u ld  be u se d  f o r  t h i s  
p u rp o s e . (T h is  w ould  a llo w  n u r s e s  and o th e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  to  
more e f f e c t i v e l y  p r o v id e  p a t i e n t  c a r e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  im prom ptu c h i l d  
c a re  s e r v i c e .  A d d i t io n a l  sp a c e  m ust be p r o v id e d  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  
C u r r e n t ly ,  p a t i e n t s  o f t e n  m ust b r in g  t h e i r  own c h i l d r e n  w ith  them . 
th e y  a l s o  r e l y  on f r i e n d s  to  p r o v id e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  th e  c l i n i c s :  
th e  f r i e n d s  o f t e n  b r in g  t h e i r  own c h i l d r e n .  As a r e s u l t ,  many sm a ll 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n  th e  crow ded w a i t in g  room w ith  o th e r  c h i l d r e n  who 
have com m unicab le  d i s e a s e s  f o r  e x te n d e d  p e r io d s  o f  t im e . B ecause o f  
th e  la c k  o f  c h i l d  c a r e ,  young c h i l d r e n  o f t e n  accom pany t h e i r  m o th e rs  
in to  th e  e x a m in a t io n  ro o m .)

( i )  I n c r e a s e  e d u c a t io n a l  p rog ram s in  p r e v e n t iv e  c a r e ,  p r e n a t a l  c a r e ,  and 
AIDS. Make a l l  p rog ram s b i l i n g u a l .  (T hese  a re  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  ways 
o f  i n c r e a s i n g  com m unity h e a l t h . )

i,j) E x p lo re  p r i v a t e  fu n d in g  s o u rc e s  f o r  h e a l t h  e d u c a to r s  o r  e x p e r im e n ta l  
p rog ram s to  i n c r e a s e  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e .
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(k) Expand th e  C om prehensive  P e r i - N a t a l  S e r v ic e s  P rogram  (CPSP). 
( C u r r e n t ly ,  o n ly  th e  C l in ic a s  d e l  Camino R e a l u t i l i z e s  t h i s  
p ro g ram . CPSP i s  a s t a t e  fu n d ed  p ro g ra m .)

( l ) I n c r e a s e  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  C h ild  H e a lth  and D i s a b i l i t y
P r e v e n t io n  P rogram  (CHDP), a f r e e  p r e v e n t io n  h e a l t h  c a re  p rog ram . 
(The q u a l i f y i n g  incom e f o r  t h i s  p rog ram  i s  c u r r e n t l y  $ 2 5 ,4 0 0  f o r  a 
fa m ily  o f  f o u r .  The p rogram  p r o v id e s  f r e e  r e g u l a r  h e a l t h  c h e c k -u p s  
f o r  c h i l d r e n  from  b i r t h  to  age 1 3 .)

(m) F a c i l i t a t e  g r e a t e r  l o c a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  AB75 fu n d s .  (Funds
a v a i l a b l e  to  p h y s ic ia n s  f o r  u n c o m p e n sa te d  i n d ig e n t  c a r e ) .  C u r r e n t ly  
$ 1 .1  m i l l i o n  in  fu n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  c o u n ty . The c o u n ty  i s  
w o rk in g  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  p ap e rw o rk  r e q u i r e m e n ts  f o r  th e s e  fu n d s .

(n ) E x p lo re  th e  p o s s ib l e  u se  o f  th e  fo rm e r S t .  J o h n 's  H o s p i ta l  F a c i l i t y .  

SOURCES

"Baby Boom a t  H o s p i ta l  P u ts  S t r a i n  on S t a f f , "  Los A n g e le s  T im es. F e b ru a ry  
24, 1991.

"C u rin g  K id s ,"  Los A n g e le s  T im es. F e b ru a ry  21 , 1991

I n te r v ie w  w ith  D r. K a th e r in e  S te w a r t .  P h y s ic ia n  a t  th e  C o lo n ia  C l i n i c ,  
O x n a rd .

"Many Poor Women S t i l l  Forgo P r e n a t a l  C a re ."  Los A n g e le s  T im es. November 
18, 1990.

"More R isk  F or K id s ,"  S t a r  F ree  P r e s s .  F e b ru a ry  11, 1991

OB S e r v ic e s :  V e n tu ra  C ounty  1990: Dr. L. D odds, M .D ., V e n tu ra  C ounty  
P u b l ic  H e a l th

S t a t i s t i c s  from  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  H e a l th  C are  A gency, A m b u la to ry  C are 
D e p a r tm e n t.

V e n tu ra  C ounty  H e a l th  C are  Forum s, D ecem ber 1990 and  A p r i l  1991

You Can Make a D i f f e r e n c e :  A P r e n a t a l  C are  A c tio n  K i t  f o r  C o r p o ra te .  
R e l ig io u s  and Community L e a d e rs , th e  S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a  C h i ld  H e a lth  
N etw ork o f  th e  C h i l d r e n 's  R e se a rc h  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  1989.
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HEALTH CARE COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

K aren  F lo c k . C h a ir .  C om m issioner D i s t .  I 
Anna M cV erry, R .N ., C om m issioner D i s t .  I l l  
E l iz a  Thomas, R .N ., C om m issioner D i s t .  V 
C onnie L aw rason , C om m issioner D i s t .  IV 
J e a n n e t t e  S c o v i l l ,  C om m issioner D i s t .  I I  
T i f f i n e y  L ew is , CFW S t a f f  L ia is o n  to  th e  C om m ittee 
B eth  Von G u n ten , Community Member 
N o e lia  C havez, E l C o n c i l io
M aria  L u is a  J im e n e z , S a t ic o y  H e a lth  C are  C e n te r
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"The d i s t a n c e  d o e s n 't  m a t te r :  on ly  th e  f i r s t  s te p  i s  d i f f i c u l t . "
-Mme. du D e ffa n a

INTRODUCTION

The c o n c e p t o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a V e n tu ra  C ounty  Women's R e so u rc e  C e n te r  i s  an 
i d e a l i s t i c  p r o j e c t .  I t  i s  th e  b e l i e f  o f  th e  C om m ission t h a t  a f a c i l i t y  
rem a in s  an im p o r ta n t  m is s in g  com ponent, n e c e s s a r y  in  th e  f o rm a tio n  o f  an 
e c o n o m ic a l, c o h e s iv e  and c o o r d in a te d  sy s te m  to  d e l i v e r  s e r v i c e s  d e s ig n e d  
f o r ,  and on b e h a l f  o f  th e  women and f a m i l i e s  o f  V e n tu ra  C oun ty .

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND OBJECTIVES

D uring  th e  C om m ission f o r  Women's a n n u a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  r e t r e a t  in  A ugust 
o f  1990, we w ere c h a l le n g e d  w ith  th e  t a s k  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  m ost 
s i g n i f i c a n t  n e e d s  o f  th e  women in  V e n tu ra  C oun ty . The g o a l  was to  c r e a t e  
a more e f f i c i e n t  and  e f f e c t i v e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  C om m ission f o r  Women to  
a c c o m p lis h  s p e c i f i c  g o a ls .  Our members a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  women r e p r e s e n t i n g  
many d iv e r s e  and  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s .  By c o l l e c t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  s p e c i f i c  
p r o j e c t s  we s e t  a b o u t to  c r e a t e  an e n v iro n m e n t w h ich  w ould  a llo w  us to  
b e t t e r  c h a n n e l  o u r  e n e rg y  in  th e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .

As a r e s u l t  o f  c r e a t i v e  b r a in s to r m in g  two s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s  w ere 
i d e n t i f i e d  and  fo c u s e d  on by th e  C om m ission f o r  1 9 9 0 /1 9 9 1 , w om en's h e a l t h  
i s s u e s  and a w om en's r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r .  T hrough  t h i s  p r o c e s s  th e  c o n c e p t 
and d e v e lo p m en t o f  a countryw ide Women's R e so u rc e  C e n te r  was f i r s t  e x p lo r e d  
and d e te rm in e d  to  be a c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  f a c in g  th e  women in  V e n tu ra  C ounty . 
The lo n g - r a n g e  p la n  d e v e lo p e d  th ro u g h  th e  C om m ission i s  o u t l i n e d  as 
f o l l o w s :

Women's R eso u rce  C e n te r  Long-Range P la n  

M iss io n  S ta te m e n t
P ro v id e  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  w here women c a n  r e c e iv e  a d v ic e ,  c o u n s e l in g ,  and 
o th e r  in f o r m a t io n  r e s o u r c e s  o r  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  to  m eet t h e i r  i n d iv i d u a l  
n e e d s .

S h o r t  Term G oal
P r e s e n t  a r e p o r t  on th e  n e e d s  and a c o n c e p t  f o r  a Women's R e so u rce  C e n te r  
to  th e  B oard o f  S u p e r v is o r s  f o r  a p p ro v a l  to  p ro c e e d  w ith  i t s  c r e a t i o n .
Time Fram e: S ep tem b er 1991
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Long Term Goal
Form a p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p  Women's R e so u rce  C e n te r .  Time Frame: 
1995 .

A c tio n  P la n
Form a R e se a rc h  and  D evelopm ent C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners and  com m unity 
members to  c o m p ile  a c o m p re h en s iv e  r e p o r t  by u s in g  e x i s t i n g  and a v a i l a b l e  
d a ta  and r e s o u r c e s .
- P r e s e n t  r e p o r t  to  C om m ission f o r  re v ie w , d i s c u s s io n  and  c o n s e n s u s .
- E s t a b l i s h  a T ask  F o rce  by A p r i l  1991. T ask  F o rce  R e p o r t  due J u l y /A u g u s t 
1991 to  C om m ission. S u b s e q u e n tly  r e p o r t  w i l l  be p r e s e n te d  to  th e  B oard o f  
S u p e r v is o r s .  S u b je c t  to  B oard  a p p ro v a l  - t a s k  f o r c e  w ould  d e v e lo p  f i n a l  
c o n c e p t f o r  th e  " C e n te r ."
- Long ran g e  p la n n in g / im p le m e n ta t io n  t e n t a t i v e l y  s c h e d u le d  f o r  
S e p te m b e r/O c to b e r  1991.

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

The co m m ittee  was c o m p rise d  o f  C o m m iss io n e rs , wom en's n e e d s  s e r v i c e  
p r o v id e r s  and  i n t e r e s t e d  com m unity members a t - l a r g e .  The p r im a ry  fo c u s  o f  
th e  co m m ittee  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  to  g a th e r  in f o r m a t io n  and 
i n v e s t i g a t e  C e n te rs  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  Time was a l s o  d e v o te d  to  e v a lu a t io n  
o f  e x i s t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  and  w om en's g ro u p s  and  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
E f f o r t s  w ere a l s o  made to  ta p  i n to  th e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  p e r s o n s  o p e r a t in g  
s in g le - p u r p o s e  c e n t e r s  su ch  as  th o s e  d e s ig n e d  f o r  v ic t im s  o f  p h y s ic a l  
a b u se , e t c .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s e r io u s  f o r e th o u g h t  was g iv e n  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  
o f  n o t  " r e i n v e n t in g  th e  w h e e l" , b u t  r a t h e r  to  b u i l d  th e  c e n t e r  u s in g  
e x i s t i n g  p rog ram s and  know-how.

The g o a l ,  s im p le  enou g h , was to  e s t a b l i s h  a f a c i l i t y  u t i l i z i n g  th e  
" o n e - s to p  s h o p p in g ,"  c o n c e p t  w here s e r v i c e s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  women a r e  h o u sed  
u n d e r  one r o o f .  The C onsensus o f  th e  C om m ittee was t h a t  we s t r a y e d  
som ewhat from  o u r  o r i g i n a l  p la n .  H ow ever, o p e r a t in g  from  th e  v a lu e  sy s tem  
t h a t  th e r e  a r e  "no a c c i d e n t s " , s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r e s s  was made b u t  i n  a 
som ewhat d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n .  Our id e a  o f  a Women's R e so u rc e  C e n te r  
h e lp e d  us to  d i s c o v e r  an  u n d e r ly in g  p ro b le m  w hich  we f e e l  m ust f i r s t  be 
a d d re s s e d  b e f o r e  th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  a c e n t e r  s h o u ld  be p u r s u e d .

T here  i s  s h a re d  c o n c e rn  among C o m m issio n ers  s e r v in g  on th e  C om m ittee t h a t  
th e  c o m p e t i t iv e  c o n d i t io n s  w h ich  e x i s t  f o r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  fu n d s , b o th  
p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  d o l l a r s ,  may have c r e a t e d  an  e n v iro n m e n t o f  ju d g em en t 
and r e l a t i v e  p rog ram  v a lu e  o f  each  o t h e r ' s  p rog ram s among some o f  th e  
s e r v i c e  p r o v id e r s .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  in  o r d e r  to  a c c o m p lis h  Che g o a l o f  a 
R eso u rce  C e n te r ,  th e  s u p p o r t  and "buy in "  o f  th e s e  i n d iv i d u a l  
o r g a n iz a t io n s  and  p r o v id e r s  i s  key  to  i t s  s u c c e s s .
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I t  becam e a p p a r e n t  to  us t h a t  th e  C e n te r  may be p e r c e iv e d  as  v e t  a n o th e r  
c o m p e t i to r  f o r  th e s e  few d o l l a r s .  T h is  i s  n o t  th e  c a s e .  One o f  th e  
b e n e f i t s  e n v is io n e d  when c o n c e iv in g  th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  a C e n te r  was b e t t e r  
u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  a v a i l a b l e  rev e n u e  b a se  by c o n s o l i d a t i n g  many o f  th e  
o v e rh e a d  c o s t s .  The p o t e n t i a l  a l s o  e x i s t s  to  re d u c e  and  ev en  e l i m i n a te  
d u p l i c a t e  s e r v i c e s .  I t  i s  n o t  u n r e a l i s t i c  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  by 
c o n s o l i d a t i n g  s e r v i c e s  and  h o u s in g  many o f  th e s e  s e r v i c e  p ro g ram s u n d e r  
one r o o f ,  e x p e n d i tu r e s  w ould  be more f o c a l i z e d ,  th u s  c r e a t i n g  an  
o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a more e f f i c i e n t  u se  o f  a v a i l a b l e  r e v e n u e s .

A p ro m is in g , a l b e i t  as  y e t  u n f o re s e e n ,  r e s u l t  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  s e r v i c e s  
and  e x p e n se s  i s  th e  p o t e n t i a l  to  en h an ce  e x i s t i n g  p ro g ram s and  p o s s ib l y  
p r o v id e  s e r v i c e s  p r e s e n t l y  u n a v a i l a b l e .

CONCLUSION

T h is  i s  a v e ry  v a lu a b le  p r o j e c t  and i t  demands a more s y s te m a t ic  and 
d e f in e d  a p p ro a c h  th a n  was b e in g  u t i l i z e d  by th e  C om m ittee . As a r e s u l t  o f  
t r y i n g  to  in c lu d e  e v e r y o n e 's  id e a s  and e n e rg y  in to  th e  p r o c e s s  we l o s t  
s i g h t  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  c o n c e p t  and  i n t e n t  o f  o u r  g o a l .  The C om m issioners  
s e r v in g  on th e  C om m ittee a re  now o f  th e  o p in io n ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  i n  th e s e  
e a r l y  s ta g e s  o f  b l u e p r i n t i n g  th e  c o n c e p t ,  o u r  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  w i l l  be 
g r e a t e r  i f  a m ore p r e c i s e  a c t i o n  p la n  i s  fo rm u la te d  b e f o r e  o u t s id e  
a g e n c ie s  and  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  members a r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  p r o c e s s .  We 
s e n se  th e  n e e d  to  f i r s t  e l im in a te  any f e a r  o r  c o n c e rn  t h a t  th e  i n t e n t  o f  
th e  C e n te r  i s  i n  any  way in te n d e d  to  r e p l a c e  e x i s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  and 
p ro g ra m s. T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  C om m ittee now p ro p o s e s  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  a f r e s h  
a p p ro a c h  to  b r in g i n g  a Women's R e so u rce  C e n te r  i n to  f r u i t i o n  f o r  th e  women 
in  V e n tu ra  C ou n ty . As we r e o r g a n iz e ,  a f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s in e s s  w i l l  be 
c o m p i la t io n  o f  d a ta  and  in f o r m a t io n  to  s u p p o r t  o u r  p re m ise  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  
f i n a n c i a l  a d v a n ta g e s  to  be r e a l i z e d  th ro u g h  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and  m u tu a l 
c o o p e r a t io n .

We know t h i s  i s  an  i d e a l i s t i c  and  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  e n d e a v o r ;  h o w ev er, we 
a l s o  know i t  i s  a r e a l i s t i c  and a t t a i n a b l e  g o a l ,  a c h ie v a b le  o n ly  in  
s t a g e s ,  and  by t a k in g  one s te p  a t  a t im e .

"E v e ry  w o r th w h ile  a c c o m p lish m e n t, b ig  o r  l i t t l e ,  
h a s  i t s  s ta g e s  o f  d ru d g e ry  and tr iu m p h ; 

a b e g in n in g , a s t r u g g l e ,  and  a v i c t o r y . "
-Anonymous

S u b m itte d  by C o m m iss io n e rs :

S ta c e y  B. Mac D on a ld . D i s t .  I l l  
C om m ittee C o -C h a ir

Suz M. M ontgom ery , D i s t .  I 
C om m ittee C o -C h a ir
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CHILD CARE COMMITTEE___________________________________________________________ VCCFW
1 9 9 0 -1991

C h ild  c a re  i s  one o f  th e  h o t t e s t  p o l i t i c a l  t o p ic s  o f  th e  1 9 9 0 's  on b o th  a 
n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  l e v e l .  T h is  has a l s o  b een  a y e a r  o f  g row th  f o r  c h i l d  
c a re  a d v o c a te s  th ro u g h o u t  V e n tu ra  C ountv  and  i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  an 
a w a ren e ss  o f  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  i s s u e  i s  r i s i n g  w i th in  l o c a l  c o m m u n itie s .

Many c h i l d  c a r e  co m m ittee  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s c r ib e d  in  l a s t  y e a r 's  a n n u a l 
r e p o r t  w ere t r a n s l a t e d  i n to  c o n c re te  a c t i o n  d u r in g  1 989 -1990 . T h is  g row th  
i s  e v id e n c e d  by th e  f o l lo w in g :

* C o n tin u e d  fu n d in g  o f  a C h i ld  C are C o o rd in a to r  f o r  th e  C ounty 
o f  V e n tu ra .

* C o n tin u e d  fu n d in g  o f  a C h ild  C are  C o o rd in a to r  f o r  th e  C ity  
o f  V e n tu ra  and th e  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e lo p m en t o f  th e  A l l ia n c e  
f o r  C h i ld  C are S o lu t io n s .

* O pening  o f  th e  C o u n ty 's  f i r s t  p rog ram  f o r  m ild ly  i l l  
c h i l d r e n  (H ic k o ry  D ick o rv  Doc a t  V e n tu ra  C ounty  H o s p i ta l )  
l a s t  y e a r  h a s  now b een  opened  to  e m p lo y e e s /e m p lo y e rs  in  th e  
V e n tu ra  a r e a .

* C o n tin u e d  e f f o r t s  o f  C h ild  C are C o u n c ils  in  C a m a r i l lo ,  Sim i 
V a l le y ,  V e n tu ra , S a n ta  P a u la ,  O ja i  and  O xnard  P l a in s .

* "F a m ily  to  F am ily" fu n d s  g r a n te d  to  C h ild  D evelopm ent & 
R e s o u rc e s  f o r  r e c r u i tm e n t ,  t r a i n i n g  and  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  
f a m i ly  day c a re  p r o v id e r s .

* D evelopm ent and im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a V e n tu ra  C ounty  C h ild  
C are  P la n n in g  C o u n c il  to  a s s e s s  th e  n e e d s  f o r  c h i l d  c a re  in  
V e n tu ra  C ounty  and to  d e v e lo p  a p la n  to  m eet th o s e  needs 
w i t h in  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  th e  C h i ld  C are and D evelopm ent - B lock  
G ra n t w hich  h a s  b een  fu n d ed  by th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m en t.

The c o m m is s io n 's  c h i l d  c a re  co m m ittee  c o n t in u e s  to  s u p p o r t  th e s e  e f f o r t s  
and to  e n c o u ra g e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  o th e r  v i a b l e  c h i l d  c a re  s o l u t i o n s  th ro u g h  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  c h i l d  c a re  t a s k  f o r c e s ,  s e r v in g  on ad  hoc c o m m itte e s , 
s p e a k in g  on p a n e l s ,  a t t e n d in g  se m in a rs  and  c o n fe r e n c e s  and d o in g  w h a te v e r  
m ust be done to  p ro m o te  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  c h i l d  c a re  f o r  V e n tu ra  C o u n ty 's  
c h i l d r e n  and f a m i l i e s .

Our fo c u s  in  t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  to  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  th e  n eed  f o r  c h i l d  c a re  
( r e c e n t l y  a s s e s s e d  by C h ild  D evelopm ent R e so u rc e s  to  t o t a l  o v e r  144 ,000  
c h i l d r e n  in  V e n tu ra  C ounty  n e e d in g  c a re  by o n ly  16 ,100  l i c e n s e d  c h i l d  c a re  
sp a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  them ) b u t  to  a l s o  a d d re s s  th e  i s s u e s  o f  
a f f o r d a b i l i t y ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and  q u a l i t y  o f  c h i l d  c a re  b e n e f i t s  f o r  
em ployees w ith  o p t io n s  ra n g in g  from  p a r e n t in g  s e m in a rs ,  to  DCAP p rogram s 
to  o n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s .
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C h ild  C are C om m ittee ( c o n t in u e d ) _____________________________________________ VCCFW
1990-1991

T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  a c t i n g  as a c h i l d  c a re  r e s o u r c e  in  th e  c o u n tv  
and a c t i v i t y  s t i m u l a t i n g  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  c r e a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s ,  s t r o n g  
s u p p o r t  w i l l  be g iv e n  by th e  com m ission  to  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  a c c o m p lis h e s  th e  f o l lo w in g  p r i o r i t i e s :

1. P ro v id e s  c h i l d  c a re  a s s i s t a n c e  to  low incom e f a m i l i e s  w ith  
s u b s id i e s  b a s e d  on a s l i d i n g  incom e s c a l e .

2. P ro v id e  fu n d s  to  s t a r t  a n d /o r  expand  c h i l d  c a re  p ro g ra m s.

3. T r a in  and  p ro v id e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to  c h i l d  c a re  p r o v id e r s  
( w i th in  c e n t e r s  o r  f a m ily  day c a re  hom es).

4 . E s t a b l i s h  p ro g ram s to  h e lp  p a r e n t s  to  make in fo rm e d  c h i l d  c a re  
d e c i s i o n s .

The co m m issio n  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  a s  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  w o rk in g  
m o th e rs  i n  th e  w o rk fo rc e  i n c r e a s e s ,  more and more c h i l d r e n  w i l l  
be p la c e d  in  c h i l d  c a re  s i t u a t i o n s .  S tro n g  c h i l d  c a re  ad v o cacy  
e f f o r t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i f  a l l  c h i l d r e n  p la c e d  in  o u t-o f -h o m e  c a re  
a r e  to  be a s s u r e d  o f  s a f e ,  a f f o r d a b l e ,  h ig h  q u a l i t y  c a r e .  The 
p ro b le m  i s  t h a t  q u a l i t y  c a re  i s  v e ry  e x p e n s iv e  and  someone h as  
to  pay  th e  p r i c e .

A n i ta  Garaway -F u rta w  C h a ir  12 /89  - 4 /9 1  
C a ro l B reyman C h a ir  4 /9 1  to  p r e s e n t
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NETWORKING FOR HOUSING IN VENTURA COUNTY___________________________________ VCCFW
1 9 9 0 -1 991

The C om m ission i s  a member o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  N e tw o rk in g  f o r  H ousing  i n 
V e n tu ra  C ountv  (N e tw o rk in g ) , a c o a l i t i o n  o f  p u b ic  and  p r i v a t e  g ro u p s c h a t  
s e e k s  to  in c r e a s e  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d e c e n t  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s in g  f o r  l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t s  whose incom es a re  80% o r  l e s s  o f  th e  m edian  incom e in  th e  
c o u n ty . N e tw o rk in g  p ro c e e d s  from  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  p e o p le  a re  e n t i t l e d  
to  d e c e n t  h o u s in g , and w i l l  work to  g e n e ra te  an  e n v iro n m e n t f o r  th e  
c r e a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  o f  h o u s in g  p ro b le m s. N e tw o rk in g 's  a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d e  
e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  p u b l i c ,  ad v o cacy  r e g a r d in g  h o u s in g  p o l i c i e s ,  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  e f f o r t s  o f  d i v e r s e  a g e n c ie s ,  
and i n i t i a t i o n  and  s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro g ra m s. I t  w orks 
th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n ty  and s e e k s  th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  
governm en t and  th e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .

N e tw o rk in g 's  member o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e a ch  o f  w h ich  h a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on 
th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  in c lu d e :  A f fo rd a b le  C om m u n itie s , th e  A rea H ousing  
A u th o r i ty  o f  th e  C ounty  o f  V e n tu ra , B lack s  in  G overnm ent, C a b r i l l o  
Econom ic D evelopm ent C o r p o r a t io n ,  E l C o n c i l io  d e l  Condado de V e n tu ra ,
Many M an sio n s , NAACP, P r o je c t  U n d e rs ta n d in g , th e  R e l ig io u s  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
th e  H om eless, and  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty Com m ission on Human C o n c e rn s , as  w e l l  
a s  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  Com m ission f o r  Women.

N etw o rk in g  h a s  c o n t in u e d  to  b u i ld  up i t s  A f f o rd a b le  H ousing  R e v o lv in g  Loan 
Fund to  a s s i s t  i n  p re d e v e lo p m e n t a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s in g  f o r  low 
incom e f a m i l i e s .  T h is  y e a r  th e  Fund made lo a n  com m itm ents to  a 150 u n i t  
s e n io r  h o u s in g  p r o j e c t  s p o n s o re d  by th e  C a b r i l l o  Econom ic D evelopm ent 
C o r p o r a t io n  in  S a n ta  P a u la , w hich i s  now u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  and a s e n io r  
h o u s in g  p r o j e c t  i n  S im i V a lle y  s p o n s o re d  by th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  Economic 
D evelopm ent A s s o c ia t io n  to  s p o n s o r  an A f f o rd a b le  H ousing  T ask  F o rc e .

K aren  F lo c k
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER MONITORING SERVICES_____________________________ VCCFW
1990-1991

The Com m ission f o r  wom en's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c o n t in u e  m o n ito r in g  th e  e a s t  
c o u n ty  s h e l t e r  in  Simi Va l l e y  and th e  w e s t c o u n tv  s h e l t e r  i n  V e n tu ra  on a 
q u a r t e r l y  b a s e s .

S h e l t e r  s e r v i c e s  in  th e  e a s t  c o u n ty a r e a  a re  b e in g  p r o v id e d  by I n t e r f a c e  
and in  th e  w e s t  c o u n ty  by th e  C o a l i t i o n  A g a in s t  H o u seh o ld  V io le n c e  to  th e  
v ic t im s  o f  d o m e s tic  v io le n c e  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

The C o n t r a c t s  aw arded  by th e  C ounty  o f  V e n tu ra  f o r  th e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  th e s e  
s e r v i c e s  i s  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  C h a p te r  146 o f  th e  S t a t u t e s  o f  1980.
W e lfa re  & I n s t i t u t i o n s  Code S e c t io n  189290 e t  s e a .

F und ing  f o r  th e  c o n t r a c t s  comes th ro u g h  th e  C ountv  D om estic  V io le n c e  
P rogram s S p e c ia l  Fund, commonly r e f e r r e d  to  as  th e  P r e s l e y  money, o r  th e  
P r e s le y  b i l l .

C o n tr a c ts  f o r  s e r v i c e s  a r e  aw arded  and m o n ito re d  by th e  P u b ic  S o c ia l  
S e r v ic e s  A gency. The W est C ounty  S h e l t e r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e v e lo p in g  
s u p p o r t iv e  p ro g ram s f o r  women and  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  The p h y s ic a l  
e n v iro n m e n t i s  warm and  i n v i t i n g  and e x tr e m e ly  r e s p o n s iv e  to  a b u sed  
womens' n e e d s  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  e d u c a t io n  and  d e v e lo p m en t o f  r e s o u r c e .

S e v e ra l  o f  th e  s h e l t e r ' s  bedroom s have b e e n  r e d e c o r a t e d  by l o c a l  s e r v i c e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  new to y s  p u rc h a s e d  f o r  th e  c h i l d r e n .  A new k i t c h e n  and 
r e n o v a te d  b a th  have  b een  added  w i th in  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  A lso  an  i n v i t i n g  
b ack  y a rd  h a s  b e e n  r e n o v a te d  f o r  u se  by f a m i l i e s  and  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

Two members o f  th e  C om m ission f o r  Women a s s i s t  in  m o n i to r in g  th e  c o n t r a c t s  
th ro u g h  o n - s i t e  v i s i t s  to  th e  s h e l t e r s ,  re v ie w  o f  th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  
and d i s c u s s io n s  w i th  th e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s e r v i c e s .  T h e i r  r e p o r t s  a re  made to  
th e  PSSA's P rogram  M anager and to  th e  f u l l  C om m ission.

Both s h e l t e r s  a r e  v e ry  w e l l  k e p t  w i th  a p l e a s a n t  e n v iro n m e n t m aking one 
f e e l  w elcom e. The rooms a re  l a r g e  enough to  accom oda te  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  a 
b a t t e r e d  woman, and  th e  f a c i l i t y  h e lp s  th e  women w ith  b a b y s i t t i n g ,  
c o u n s e l in g  and  em ploym ent. B a t te r e d  women a re  from  a l l  sp e c tru m s  o f  ra c e  
and econom ic c o n d i t i o n s ,  o f t e n  a woman w i l l  e n d u re  f r e q u e n t  a b u se  r a t h e r  
th e n  le a v e  h e r  s e c u r e  e n v iro n m e n t;  b u t  b o th  o f  th e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  w ith  a 24 
h o u r s t a f f ,  c l o t h i n g ,  fo o d  and  t o i l e t r i e s  make th e  t r a n s i t i o n  e a s i e r  and 
o f f e r  e m o tio n a l  s u p p o r t  to  th e  women.

A n ita  Garaway -F u rta w  
M o n ito r W est C ounty  S h e l t e r

B e v e r le e  Me G ra th  
M o n ito rs  E a s t/W e s t  C ounty  

S h e l t e r s
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LOCAL APPOINTMENTS COALITION__________________________________________________VCCFW
1990-1991

T h is  i s  a new co m m ittee  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  Com m ission t h i s  y e a r  and i s  
s t r u c t u r e d  a f t e r  a c o a l i t i o n  e f f o r t  by th e  C a l i f o r n i a  E le c te d  Women's 
A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  E d u c a tio n  and R e se a rc h  ( CEWAER), and th e  C a l i f o r n i a  Women 
L e g i s l a to r s  C aucus.

The m is s io n  o f  th e  Women's P o l i t i c a l  A p p o in tm en ts  C o a l i t i o n  o f  V e n tu ra  
C ounty i s  to  a c h ie v e  g e n d e r  - b a la n c e  on b o a rd s  and co m m issio n s th ro u g h o u t  
V e n tu ra  c o u n ty , e n s u r in g  t h a t  women o f  a l l  b a c k g ro u n d s  have e q u a l  a c c e s s  
to  th e  a p p o in tm e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The C o a l i t i o n  e f f o r t  i s  to  be 
b ro a d -b a s e d , r e f l e c t i n g  th e  e t h n i c ,  econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  d i v e r s i t y  o f  
women in  V e n tu ra  c o u n ty , and  to  a c t  a s  a c le a r in g h o u s e  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  and 
o u t r e a c h .  E ndorsem en t o f  s p e c i f i c  c a n d id a te s  i s  n o t  a g o a l ,  as th e  
C o a l i t io n  i s  a n o n - p a r t i s a n  e f f o r t .

Through th e  C o a l i t i o n 's  e f f o r t s ,  a l a r g e r  a p p l i c a n t  p o o l o f  women 
c a n d id a te s  f o r  a p p o in tm e n ts  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  a p p o in t in g  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and th e  e x p e c t a t i o n  f o r  e q u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  be 
en h an ced . Em phasis w i l l  be p la c e d  on i d e n t i f y i n g  a s u b s e t  o f  a p p o in tm e n ts  
to  "pow er b o a rd s "  and  th e  "n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l " b o a rd s  f o r  r e c r u i t i n g .  The 
C o a l i t io n  w i l l  p ro v id e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  in f o r m a t io n ,  t r a i n i n g  and  s u p p o r t  to  
a s s i s t  a p p l i c a n t s  w i th  d e v e lo p in g  resum es and  lo b b y in g  to  s e c u re  
a p p o in tm e n ts  to  a d v is o r y  b o a rd s  and c o m m iss io n s . The C o a l i t i o n  w i l l  work 
w ith  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  to  im prove th e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  f o r  a p p o in tm e n t 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , t r a c k in g  o f  o p e n in g s , and o th e r  ch an g es  t h a t  may c a l l  f o r  
te rm  s u n s e ts  and g e n d e r  b a la n c e  o r d in a n c e s .

The C o a l i t i o n  h as  e s t a b l i s h e d  an E x e c u tiv e  B oard com posed o f  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  th e  League o f  Women V o te r s ,  AAUW. and o th e r  
p r o f e s s io n a l  and com m unity a c t i v i s t  women. T h e ir  i n i t i a l  w ork i s  to  
r e f i n e  a " T a le n t  Bank" form  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s ,  to  a s s i s t  in  b u i ld i n g  a d a ta  
b an k . A d d i t io n a l l y ,  a county  w ide w orkshop i s  b e in g  p la n n e d  f o r  th e  F a l l ,  
w hich w i l l  in c lu d e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  CEWAER, women in  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e ,  
and a n e tw o rk  o f  w om en's o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

T h is  i s  an  e x c i t i n g  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  Com m ission to  make a d i f f e r e n c e  in  
th e  p r o c e s s ,  th e  n e tw o rk , and  to  im prove th e  num bers o f  women 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a .  A n t i c ip a te d  to  be an  e ig h te e n  
m onth p r o j e c t ,  w i th  c o n t in u in g  lo n g  term  m anagem ent, th e  Com m ission is  
p ro u d  to  be a l e a d e r  in  b r in g in g  t h i s  c o n c e p t  to  r e a l i t y  f o r  th e  women in  
V e n tu ra  c o u n ty .

K athy I . Long 
C h a irp e rs o n
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1991 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION______________________________________ VCCFW
1990-1991

WOMEN OF ACHIEVEMENT

Category and winner's Name:

"The Arts" 
Marianne Torrance Elcar 

Santa Paula

"Business"
Juanita Sanford 

Oxnard

"Community Service" 
Gail Beltramo 

Camarillo

"Community Service" 
Cathy W . Mullins 

Ojai

"Community Service" 
Dorothy J . Engel 
Thousand Oaks

"Media"
Nancy S. Cloutier 

Ventura

"Health"
Mary E. Schrock, R.N. 

Oxnard

"Education" 
Jacqueline Richardson 

Simi valley

"Law Enforcement"
Lisa C. Ragone 

Ventura

"Young woman of the Year" 
Melissa M. Macias 

Santa Paula
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KAREN FLOCK 
SUZ MONTGOMERY 
HELEN SPENCER
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KAREN FLOCK/BIOGRAPHY

K aren F lo c k  was a p p o in te d  to  th e  Com m ission by S u p e r v is o r  S usan  L acey in  
1985. S in c e  1981, she  h as  w orked as a P r o je c t  M anager f o r  th e  C a b r i l lo  
Economic D evelopm ent C o rp o ra t io n  (CEDC), a n o n - p r o f i t  d e v e lo p e r  o f  low 
incom e and a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s in g . Ms. F lo c k  s e rv e s  on th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c to r s  
o f  N e tw o rk in g  f o r  H ousing  in  V e n tu ra  C ounty , r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  Com m ission: 
a s  th e  V ice  C h a irp e r s o n  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  Non 
P r o f i t  H ousing  (SCANPH); a s  th e  C h a irp e r s o n  o f  H a b i ta t  f o r  H um anity  o f  
V e n tu ra  C ounty ; and  as  C o -C h a ir  o f  th e  C om m ittee on Women in  A g r i c u l t u r e .  
Ms. F lo c k  l i v e s  i n  V e n tu ra  C ounty w ith  C l a s s i c ,  h e r  N orw egian  E lkhound , 
w here she  h a s  a d ro u g h t  t o l e r a n t  g a rd e n  o f  n a t i v e  p l a n t s .  She i s  an 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  h i k e r  in  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  b ack  c o u n tr y .
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SUZ MONTGOMERY/BIOGRAPHY

Suz was appointed to the Commission in August 1990 by Supervisor Susan 
Lacey, First Supervisorial District.

She is presently the Program Administrator for Lynn Horton, M.D. Health 
Management Resources in addition to owner of Creative Concepts. This 
consulting business has primary focus in Public Relations and Marketing, 
Professional Non-Profit Fund Raising and new business start up for women.

She also provides business assessment and evaluation consultation to 
medical and dental practices in trouble. She also teaches behavior sales 
techniques, classes in marketing and interpreting prospective target 
markets (i.e. demographics, feasibility studies, etc).

She is UCLA graduate in Business Administration as well as graduate in 
Dental Hygiene from Cal State Los Angeles. She was also a School Board 
Member in Valencia California.

Professional Affiliations and Organizations include: Board Member/Fund 
Raising Chair of CAAN (Child Abuse and Neglect in Ventura); Arthritis 
Foundation of Ventura County; Board Member/Fund Raising Chair of VORP 
(Victim Offender Reconciliation Program of Ventura County) which has 
recently become affiliated with Interface; NSFRE member; Co-Chair 
Women's Resource Center Committee Ventura County Commission for Women.

My Mission Statement:

It is my personal dream and private agenda item to see a Women's Resource 
Center become a reality. Even though it wasn't there when I needed it 
such a center would enable Ventura County women to have a better quality 
of life, help make a difference by touching lives, and by sharing the 
gifts that were given me.

Suz is a six year resident of Ventura County, single with two grown 
children Lisa, 23 and Stephen, 21.
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HELEN H. SPENCER/BIOGRAPHY

H elen  S p en ce r i s  a r e c e n t  a p p o in te e  o f  S u p e rv is o r  S usan  L acey , F i r s t  
S u p e r v i s o r i a l  D i s t r i c t .

Her p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a c k g ro u n d  in  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h i g h l i g h t s  s t r o n g  s k i l l s  in  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  tim e  m anagem ent, w r i t i n g / e d i t i n g ,  b u d g e tin g , p u b l ic  
r e l a t i o n s  to  name b u t  a few .

She h o ld s  a M a s te r  o f  A r ts  from  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  D enver, D enver 
C o lo ra d o . (C u rr ic u lu m  D evelopm ent and I n s t r u c t i o n ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
R e la t io n s  and  G lo b a l P e r s p e c t i v e s ) .  C o n tin u in g  E d u c a tio n  - 
G u id a n c e /C o u n s e lin g , E x c e p tio n a l  S tu d e n ts ,  E m o tio n a lly  D is tu r b e d  S tu d e n ts ,  
I n d i v i d u a l l y  G u ided  E d u c a tio n , R em ed ia l R e a d in g , L e a d e rs h ip  T r a in in g ,  
S ch o o l B u d g e t/F in a n c e , S choo l Law, G r a n ts /P r o p o s a l  W r i t in g ,  C lassroom  
M anagem ent, A e ro sp ac e  E d u c a tio n . B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n c e , N o rth w e s t M is s o u r i  
S t a te  U n i v e r s i ty ,  M usic E d u c a tio n  and B u s in e s s .

P r o f e s s io n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n :  N a t io n a l  E d u c a tio n  A s s o c ia t io n .

S in c e  r e l o c a t i n g  to  C a l i f o r n i a  in  1988, h e r  com m unity in v o lv e m e n t in c lu d e s  
Community C u rr ic u lu m  C om m ittee f o r  V e n tu ra  Chamber o f  Commerce to  th e  
V e n tu ra  U n i f ie d  S ch o o l D i s t r i c t ;  Y outh and E d u c a tio n  C om m ittee and 
G ov ern m en ta l R e la t io n s  C om m ittee to  th e  G r e a te r  V e n tu ra  Chamber o f  
Commerce; and  r e p r e s e n te d  t h i s  " G re a te r"  Chamber a t  th e  T r i-C o u n ty  
E d u c a tio n  C o a l i t i o n  (V e n tu ra , S a n ta  B a rb a ra  and San L u is  O bispo  c o u n t i e s ) .
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ANITA CARAWAY-FURTAW/BIOGRAPHY

A n ita  G araw ay-F u rtaw  was o r i g i n a l l y  a p p o in te d  to  th e  Com m ission by 
S u p e rv is o r  Madge S c h a e fe r  and r e - a p p o in t e d  by S u p e rv is o r  M aria  V anderK olk 
in  e a r l y  1990. She i s  th e  D i r e c to r  o f  F am ily  S e r v ic e s  f o r  th e  L o s t Arrow 
C o r p o r a t io n , V e n tu ra , w hich  o p e r a te s  an em p loyer - s u p p o r te d  c h i l d  c a re  
s y s te m .

She i s  a l s o  a p a r t - t i m e  i n s t r u c t o r  in  C h ild  D evelopm ent a t  C a l i f o r n i a  
L u th e ra n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  in  Thousand O aks. She d i r e c t s  w orkshops f o r  E a r ly  
C h ild h o o d  P r o f e s s io n a l s  d e a l in g  w ith  su ch  to p ic s  a s  c r e a t i n g  r e s p o n s iv e  
l e a r n in g  e n v iro n m e n ts  f o r  young c h i l d r e n ;  p a r e n t / t e a c h e r  c o n fe r e n c e s ;  
e f f e c t i v e  co m m u n ica tio n s  in  th e  e a r l y  c h ild h o o d  c la s s ro o m  and ad v an ced  
i s s u e s  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  w i th in  th e  E a r ly  C h ild h o o d  s e t t i n g .  She has 
s e rv e d  in  a v a r i e t y  o f  l e a d e r s h ip  r o l e s  w ith  th e  T r i - C o u n t ie s  A s s o c ia t io n  
f o r  th e  E d u c a tio n  o f  Young C h i ld re n  and i s  a member o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  E d u c a tio n  o f  Young C h i ld re n .  She s e rv e d  as  th e  p a s t  
C o -C h a irp e rs o n  o f  th e  V e n tu ra  C i ty  C h ild  C are C o o r d in a t in g  C o u n c il  and  has 
p a s t  in v o lv e m e n t i n  th e  U n ite d  W ay's C h ild  C are T ask  F o rce  and 
Im p le m e n ta tio n  C om m ittee and V e n tu ra  S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  C h ild  C are A ssessm en t 
Team.

E d i t o r 's  N o te :
C om m issioner G araw ay-F u rtaw  r e s ig n e d  from  th e  Com m ission A p r i l  4 , 1991 to  
a c c e p t  a new p o s i t i o n  w ith  th e  L o s t Arrow C o rp o r a t io n  as  D i r e c to r  o f  F am ily
S e r v ic e s :  " I  f i n d  t h a t  my new p o s i t i o n .  . . .  r e p r e s e n t s  an  i n c r e a s i n g ..........
com m itm ent o f  tim e  and  e n e rg y  and com b in in g  t h a t  com m itm ent w ith  my fa m ily  
l i f e  i s  becom ing  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t " .

Her l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  c o n t in u e s :  " th e  C om m ission f o r  Women h a s  b een  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  m aking c h i l d  c a re  an  im p o r ta n t  i s s u e  in  V e n tu ra  C ounty . 
Em ployers h ave  b e e n  e d u c a te d  a b o u t th e  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  p r o v id in g  
s e r v i c e s  to  em p loyees  and  th e  C ounty  h as  h i r e d  a C h ild  C are C o o r d in a to r .  
Groups a r e  n e tw o rk in g  and  th e  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e in g  m et th ro u g h  a 
w ide v a r i e t y  o f  q u a l i t y  o p t io n s .  I t ' s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  C o m m iss io n 's  
ad v o cacy  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and  com m itm ent to  an  i n c r e a s in g  a w a re n e ss  i f  t h e i r  
n eed  h a s  p a id  o f f .  P le a s e  c o n tin u e  to  u se  me as  a r e s o u r c e  when you have 
q u e s t io n s  r e l a t e d  to  c h i l d  c a r e .  My fo c u s  c o n t in u e s  to  be q u a l i t y  c a re  f o r  
a l l  c h i l d r e n " .

A n i ta  w i l l  be g r e a t l y  m is se d  b u t  h e r  d e d ic a t i o n  to  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  c o n tin u e  
as  p rog ram s in  w h ich  sh e  p la y e d  a m ajo r  r o l e  a re  im p lem en ted  th ro u g h o u t  
V e n tu ra  C ounty .
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CAROL BREYMAN/BIOGRAPHY

C a ro l Ann Breyman was a p p o in te d  by S u p e r v is o r  M aria  V a n d e rk o lk  in  
J a n u a ry ,  1991. She r e c e iv e d  a B a c h e lo r  o f  A r ts  in  E d u c a tio n  from  
A riz o n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i ty .  C a r o l 's  d iv e r s e  b ack g ro u n d  in c lu d e s  f iv e  
y e a r s  as E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c to r  o f  P hoen ix  S p e c ia l  P ro g ram s, I n c .  (a  
n o n - p r o f i t  e d u c a t io n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n ) ,  as w e ll  a s ,  w o rk in g  as  an a g e n t  
f o r  C o ld w e ll B anker and m anaging  Beck R e a l ty .  A f te r  f i n i s h i n g  h e r  
d e g re e , C a ro l com bined  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  and becam e a p rogram  
c o n s u l t a n t  to  b u s in e s s  and  s c h o o ls .  She c o n d u c te d  a n e ed s  a s s e s s m e n t  
and d e s ig n e d  com m unity s c h o o l  p rog ram s f o r  th e  C re ig h to n  E le m e n ta ry  
S choo l D i s t r i c t .  H er com m unity and p o l i t i c a l  in v o lv e m e n t l e d  h e r  to  
s e rv e  as  m anager o f  th e  cam paign  o f f i c e  f o r  h e r  f r i e n d ,  C a ro ly n  
W arner, when she  r a n  f o r  G overnor o f  A r iz o n a .

D uring  h e r  t e n u r e  a s  a h i s t o r y  te a c h e r  a t  an  i n t e r - u r b a n  h ig h  s c h o o l  
in  P h o e n ix , C a ro l was th e  Academ ic D e c a th lo n  Coach, and  g i f t e d  
f a c i l i t a t o r .  In  a d d i t i o n  she  s e rv e d  as  s c h o o l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  th e  
d i s t r i c t  U .S . Core Com petency P rogram . A t th e  s c h o o l  l e v e l ,  she  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  d e v e lo p in g  a U .S . H is to r y  outcom e b a s e d  c u r r ic u lu m . 
Her i n t e r e s t  in  e d u c a t io n  e x te n d e d  to  s e r v in g  as  a c o u n s e lo r  f o r  P h i 
D e l ta  K a p p a 's  W e ste rn  camp f o r  p r o s p e c t iv e  t e a c h e r s  f o r  two y e a r s  
p r i o r  to  m oving to  C a l i f o r n i a .

Her s p e c i a l t y ,  "w om en's h i s t o r y " ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e  as  a 
s in g l e  woman f o r  15 y e a r s  l e d  to  an  i n t e r e s t  in  w om en's i s s u e s .  T h is  
i n t e r e s t  was f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f i e d  a s  she  saw th e  n eed s  o f  u n r e s o lv e d  
w om en's i s s u e s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  s tu d e n t s  she  t a u g h t  and  l e d  to  
a c c e p t in g  an  a p p o in tm e n t to  th e  Com m ission f o r  Women.

S in c e  j o i n i n g  th e  co m m issio n , C a ro l h a s  s e rv e d  on th e  su b co m m ittee  
f o r  th e  Women's R e so u rce  C om m ittee , l i a i s o n  to  th e  Women's H is to r y  
P r o j e c t  Awards N ig h t ,  L o c a l A p p o in tm en ts  C o a l i t i o n  ad  in te r im  l i a i s o n  
to  th e  C h i ld  C are C o o r d in a t in g  C o u n c il .
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PAT HARRIS-MURRAY/BIOGRAPHY

P a t H a r r i s - M u r r a y , was a p p o in te d  to  The V e n tu ra  C ounty Com m ission f o r  Women 
in  May 1991 by S u p e r v is o r  M aria  V a n d e rk o lk . A r e g i s t e r e d  n u rs e  f o r  o v e r  18 
y e a r s ,  P a t h as  b een  in  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  as a p s y c h i a t r i c  n u r s e  t h e r a p i s t  
f o r  th e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s .  Her p r a c t i c e  s p e c i a l t i e s  in c lu d e  a d u l t s  w ith  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s s u e s  su ch  as  a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l c o h o l i c s ,  c o d e p e n d e n ts  and 
a d u l t s  w ith  d e p r e s s io n .  She a l s o  te a c h e s  s t r e s s  m anagem ent and p ro v id e s  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  p e rs o n s  l i v i n g  w ith  c h ro n ic  i l l n e s s .  S in c e  1986, 
she  h a s  b e e n  an  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  The L e a rn in g  T ree  in  T housand  O a k s , and h as  
t a u g h t  su ch  v a r i e d  c o u rs e s  a s :  m e d i ta t io n  and  r e l a x a t i o n ,  a s s e r t i v e  
co m m u n ica tio n , a n g e r  w o rk sh o p s , th e  m in d /b o d y  c o n n e c t io n ,  g r i e f  work and 
t h e r a p e u t i c  co m m u n ica tio n . She r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  "T e a c h e r  Award f o r  
E x c e lle n c e "  in  1987 and a g a in  in  1990.

As a com m unity v o l u n te e r ,  P a t  h a s  p r e s e n te d  v a r io u s  m e n ta l  h e a l t h  se m in a rs  
and w orkshops th ro u g h o u t  V e n tu ra  C oun ty . She h a s  b e e n  a w orkshop 
i n s t r u c t o r  f o r  " C r e a t iv e  O p tio n s  A Day f o r  Women" a t  C a l i f o r n i a  Lutheran 
U n iv e r s i ty  e v e ry  y e a r  s in c e  1987.

B e fo re  e a r n in g  h e r  M a s te r 's  D egree in  Community M en ta l H e a l th  from  UCLA, in  
1985, P a t  w orked  a s  a h o s p i t a l  n u r s e  in  th e  a c u te  c a re  u n i t s  (ICU, CCU, and 
em ergency  room s) o f  v a r io u s  Los A n g e le s  h o s p i t a l s .  She w orked  as  a s t a f f  
n u r s e ,  h ead  n u r s e  and  s u p e r v i s o r .  I n  1977, she  moved to  K e tc h ik a n , A la sk a  
and  was th e  h o s p i t a l ' s  e v e n in g  s u p e r v i s o r .  In  1980 she  r e t u r n e d  to  Los 
A n g e les  to  c o n t in u e  h e r  n u r s in g  e d u c a t io n  and w orked a s  a s t a f f  n u r s e  in  
a c u te  c a re  w h ile  sh e  a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e .  In  1982 she  m a r r ie d  as  sh e  s t a t e s :
" my w o n d e rfu l  h u s b a n d " , R ic h a rd . They moved to  Oak P a rk  i n  1986.

" I  h ave  b e e n  lo o k in g  f o r  a way to  become more in v o lv e d  in  my com m unity and 
to  g iv e  b a c k  some o f  th e  g i f t s  and jo y s  I have  come to  know. I work w ith  
women and t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e s  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  My v a r i e d  b a c k g ro u n d  h as  
g iv e n  me a k e e n  a w a re n e ss  o f  th e  i s s u e s  o f  women in  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  and I lo o k  
fo rw a rd  to  f u r t h e r  s e r v i c e  on th e  C om m ission f o r  Women".
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JEANNETTE SCOVILL/BIOGRAPHY

M rs. J e a n n e t t e  S c o v i l l  s t a r t e d  h e r  f a m ily  and p la n te d  a b a c k y a rd  g a rd e n  27 
y e a r s  ago in  M arin  C o ., n o r th  o f  San F r a n c is c o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  As h e r  g a rd e n  
grew  she  b eg an  c o m p a ss in g . As h e r  f a m ily  grew  she d e v e lo p e d  a summer 
r e c r e a t i o n  p rog ram  f o r  th e  l o c a l  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l and b eg an  b a c k p a c k in g  
in  th e  S i e r r a  N evada m o u n ta in s . Soon she  becam e a T r a in in g  D i r e c to r  f o r  
th e  Camp F i r e  G i r l s  o f  A m erica  and ta u g h t  Camp F i r e  L e a d e rs  how to  be 
r e s o u r c e f u l  in  p la n n in g  program m ing and how to  u se  r e c y c le d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
c r a f t  p r o j e c t s .

A f te r  m oving to  th e  c o u n tr y  w here she  c o u ld  have  h o r s e s  and  a l a r g e r  
g a rd e n  (an d  a l a r g e r  com post p i l e )  she  d i s c o v e r e d  th e y  d o n 't  p ro v id e  
g a rb a g e  p ic k u p  o u t s id e  th e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  So she  b e g an  r e c y c l i n g  - 
e v e r y t h in g .

Moving b a c k  to  G i l r o y  she  s t a r t e d  a p rog ram  to  p r o v id e  a l i b r a r y  f o r  th e  
l o c a l  s c h o o l  and  becam e a Cub S c o u t Den L e a d e r . W orking w ith  th e  c i t y  and 
and d e v e lo p e rs  sh e  im p lem en ted  a w a te r  c o n s e r v a t io n  p rog ram  w hich  soon  had  
Cub S c o u ts  i n s t a l l i n g  c o n s e r v a t io n  d e v ic e s  th ro u g h o u t  h e r  com m unity.

In  S a l in a s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  she  d e v e lo p e d  and  im p lem en ted  a Women's R e - e n tr y  
Program  f o r  th e  H a r tn e l l  Community C o l le g e .  She was a l s o  e l e c t e d  to  
r e p r e s e n t  th e  103 com m unity c o l l e g e s  and  i t s  1 .2 5  m i l l i o n  s tu d e n t s  to  th e  
C a l i f o r n i a  P o s t  S ec o n d a ry  E d u c a tio n  C om m ission.

When h e r  h u sb a n d  was t r a n s f e r r e d  to  M ary lan d , she  becam e th e  S t a te  
C hairm an o f  th e  A r ts  f o r  th e  M ary land  Women's C lu b . She a l s o  m anaged a 
company c a l l e d  W rap-Away. Her company was f e a t u r e d  on th e  O prah W in frey  
Show. When she  and  h e r  h u sb an d  came to  T housand  O aks, she  m anaged a l o c a l  
v i ta m in  s t o r e ,  th e n  a h e a l t h  fo o d  s t o r e .  As P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  A m erican  
N u t r i t i o n  S o c ie ty ,  she  p ro v id e d  th e  C onejo  V a l le y  w ith  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  
n u t r i t i o n a l  e d u c a t io n  and  ta u g h t  a l l e r g y  f r e e  c o o k in g .

R e c e n tly ,  sh e  was e l e c t e d  f o r  a se co n d  te rm  as  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  B oard 
o f  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  V e g e ta r ia n  A s s o c ia t io n ,  a s t a t e w id e ,  n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e v o te d  to  im p ro v in g  o u r e n v iro n m e n t by p ro m o tin g  th e  
v e g e t a r i a n  l i f e s t y l e .  F o r th e  l a s t  y e a r  she  h a s  a l s o  b een  th e  P r e s id e n t  
o f  th e  T r i - V a l l e y  E n v iro n m e n ta l C om m ittee . I t  was in  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
she  b ro u g h t  E a r th  Day 1990 to  th e  T r i - V a l le y  R eg ion  and  to  C a l i f o r n i a  
L u th e ra n  U n i v e r s i t y  campus e v e n ts  w hich  drew  15 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  to  a l l  day 
w o rk sh o p s , e x h i b i t s  and  e n te r ta in m e n t .

She i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  p la n n in g  th e  f o u r t h  s e r i e s  o f  P u b l ic  
A ccess t e l e v i s i o n s  show s, t h i s  one w i l l  f e a t u r e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  V e g e ta r ia n  
C u i s in e .
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KATHY I .  LONG/BIOGRAPHY

K athy I .  Long was a p p o in te d  by S u p e r v is o r  M aggie E r ic k s o n  In  1988. 
C om m issioner Long s e rv e d  as  th e  C o -C h a ir  f o r  th e  Com m ission t h i s  p a s t  
y e a r  and as  a member o f  th e  E x e c u tiv e  C om m ittee . She a l s o  c o n tin u e d  
w ith  th e  P u b l ic  R e la t io n s  n eed s  f o r  th e  C om m ission w ith  p r e s s  
r e l e a s e s  and  m edia  c o n t a c t s .  She i s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g  th e  a r t i c l e s  
and p r e p a r in g  th e  la y o u t  f o r  th e  A ugust n e w s l e t t e r .  P re s s  r e l e a s e s  
and c o n ta c t s  w ere made f o r  th e  1 0 th  A nnual S a lu te  to  Women's e v e n t  in  
A u g u s t, and  "Community O u tre a c h "  m e e t in g s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  she  s e rv e d  
a s  a member o f  th e  C o m m iss io n 's  C h ild  C are  C om m ittee , th e  C ounty  
A d v iso ry  C h i ld  C are  C om m ittee , th e  C a m a r i l lo  C h ild  C are  A d v iso ry  
C o u n c il , and  as  a member o f  th e  Women's R eso u rce  C om m ittee . A new 
p r o j e c t  f o r  1990 /1991  i s  th e  L o ca l A p p o in tm en ts  C o a l i t i o n ,  c h a i r e d  by 
C om m issioner Long. T h is  co m m ittee  i s  fo c u s e d  on d e v e lo p in g  a t a l e n t  
bank  o f  women i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  A d v iso ry  C o u n c ils  and 
C om m issions th ro u g h o u t  th e  C ounty .

C om m issioner Long i s  c u r r e n t l y  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  C a m a r i l lo  Chamber 
o f  Commerce, and  i s  a member o f  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  P r o f e s s io n a l  
Women's N etw ork . She and  h e r  h u sb an d  Randy own " F l e a b u s t e r s " o f  
V e n tu ra /S a n ta  B a rb a ra /S a n  L u is  O bispo  C o u n t ie s ,  and P e r f e c t l y  Dry 
C a rp e t  C a re . They have  an  18 m onth o ld  son  A u s t in ,  and  r e s i d e  in  
C a m a r i l lo .
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STACEY B. MACDONALD/BIOGRAPHY

S ta c e y  B. M acDonald i s  a 1990 a p p o in te e  to  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  
Com m ission f o r  Women in  S u p e r v i s o r i a l  D i s t r i c t  3, and  i s  p r e s e n t l y  
s e r v in g  as  th e  1991/1992  Com m ission f o r  Women C h a irp e r s o n . She has  
s p e n t  m ost o f  h e r  l i f e  in  V e n tu ra  C ounty  and now, a lo n g  w ith  h e r  
h u sb an d  J a c k  and t h e i r  two c h i l d r e n ,  C a r r ie - B e th  15, and J a s o n  14, 
r e s i d e  in  th e  b e a u t i f u l  S a n ta  C la ra  V a l le y ,  C ity  o f  S a n ta  P a u la .

S ta c e y  h a s  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  governm en t a t  b o th  th e  S t a te  and 
L o c a l l e v e l s  s in c e  th e  l a t e  1 9 7 0 's ,  f i r s t  a s  D i s t r i c t  O f f ic e  s t a f f  in  
th e  3 6 th  A ssem bly  D i s t r i c t  and s in c e  1982 s e rv e d  on S t a f f  w i th  th e  
C i ty  o f  S a n ta  P a u la .  She h a s  h e ld  th e  e l e c t e d  O f f ic e  o f  C i ty  C le rk  
in  S a n ta  P a u la  s in c e  1984, and i s  a l s o  th e  C i t y 's  A d m in is t r a t iv e  
A n a ly s t .  S ta c e y  i s  p r e s e n t l y  s e r v in g  as  th e  S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a  C ity  
C l e r k 's  A s s o c ia t io n  F i r s t  V ice  P r e s i d e n t .

S ta c e y  i s  b o th  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and p e r s o n a l ly  a c t i v e  i n  th e  com m unity 
s u p p o r t in g  many v o l u n te e r  e f f o r t s .  She i s  a member o f  th e  S a n ta  
P a u la  Women's C lub and  s e rv e s  a s  th e  C i t y 's  l i a i s o n  to  C i t i z e n s  
A g a in s t  S u b s ta n c e  Abuse (CASA), and  was r e c e n t l y  a p p o in te d  a s  th e  
C i t y 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  H om eless C o a l i t i o n .

S ta c e y  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  th e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  s ta t e w id e  aw ards from  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h o n o r in g  h e r  e x c e l le n c e  and  in n o v a t io n  f o r  
s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to  com m unity im provem en t, a s  w e l l  a s  o th e r  
p u b l ic  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e s .  As a C e r t i f i e d  T r a in e r  in  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d e v e lo p m en t she  p a r t i c i p a t e s  and 
t r a i n s  in  a s ta t e w id e  p rogram  on l e a d e r s h ip  and p r o f e s s io n a l i s m  f o r  
p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s .  She h a s  d e s ig n e d  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  w orkshops and 
s e m in a rs  f o c u s in g  on p e r s o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  d ev e lo p m en t f o r  men 
and women in  a l l  a r e a s  and  l e v e l s  o f  l o c a l  g o v ern m en t.
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ANNA MCVERRY/BIOGRAPHY

Anna M cVerry was a p p o in te d  to  th e  C om m ission f o r  Women by S u p e rv is o r  
M aggie E r ic k s o n  K ild e e  in  J a n u a ry  1991. She i s  s e r v in g  on th e  
C o m m iss io n 's  H e a l th  C are C om m ittee and th e  S e l e c t io n  C om m ittee f o r  
th e  1 0 th  A nnual S a lu te  to  Women's Award Cerem ony.

Anna i s  a n u r s e ,  g r a d u a t in g  from  th e  U .S .C . S choo l o f  N u rs in g  in  
1976. She h a s  w orked  a t  th e  Los A n g e les  C ounty  - U .S .C  M ed ica l 
C e n te r ,  The H o s p i ta l  f o r  S ic k  C h i ld re n  in  W ash in g to n  D .C ., a s  a 
v i s i t i n g  n u r s e  in  Los A n g e les  and  a p e d i a t r i c  n u rs e  w ith  th e  V e n tu ra  
C ounty  M e d ic a l C e n te r .  W hile w i th  th e  P e d i a t r i c  C l i n i c  a t  V e n tu ra  
C ounty M ed ica l C e n te r ,  she  h e lp e d  o r g a n iz e  th e  h o s p i t a l ' s  f i r s t  
P e d i a t r i c  H em ato lo g y /O n co lo g y  C l in ic  and P e d i a t r i c  N e u ro lo g y  C l i n i c .

Anna l i v e s  i n  C a m a r i l lo  w i th  h e r  h u sb an d  K ev in , a la w y e r , and  t h e i r  
two d a u g h te r s ,  C a th e r in e  9, and M a rg a re t 7.
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CONNIE LAWRASON/BIOGRAPHY

C onnie L aw rason , a p p o in te d  by S u p e rv is o r  V icky  Howard. F o u r th  
S u p e r v i s o r i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  to  s e rv e  on th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  Com m ission f o r  
Women in  J a n u a r y ,  1991.

C onnie s a y s  she  i s  r e a l l y  a "D om estic  E n g in e e r"  b u t  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  p ro v e  
o th e r w is e .  She c h a i r s  CTAC/SSTAC ( C i t i z e n s  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  A d v iso ry  
C o m m itte e /S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee ; i s  
CTAC/SSTAC's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  CPP ( County wide P la n n in g  P rogram  - C i t iz e n s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee ; C P P 's a l t e r n a t e  to  ALTAC ( A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land T r u s t  
A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e ) .

W ith in  th e  c i t y  o f  M oorpark  C onnie s e rv e s  on th e  B oard  o f  K iw an is  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and  sh e  and  h u sb an d  P a u l a re  th e  f i r s t  c o u p le  to  e v e r  be 
cham ber members o f  a K iw an is  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C lub ; V P /B oard  Member o f  
M oorpark  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  and L i f e  Member, B oard o f  M oorpark  
B e a u t i f u l / L i f e  Member; B oard  o f  V e n tu ra  C ounty  Crime S to p p e r s ;  member o f  
M oorpark  Woman's F o r t n i g h t l y  C lub ; s e rv e d  on h e r  a lm o n e rs  a s s o c i a t i o n  
b o a rd ;  and  i s  a c i t i z e n  member to  M o o rp a rk 's  D i s a s t e r  C om m ittee .

C onnie S e rv e d  on th e  1988-1989 V e n tu ra  C ounty  G rand J u r y .

C onnie i s  m a r r ie d  to  P au l L aw rason , D i r e c to r  o f  C o n t r a c t s / P r i c i n g  f o r  
T e l e f l e x  C o n tro l  System s in  O xnard , and  he i s  a l s o  th e  f i r s t  e l e c t e d  Mayor 
o f  M oorpark . They h ave  two grown c h i l d r e n  and fo u r  g r a n d c h i ld r e n .
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MARILYN MAURER/BIOGRAPHY

M a rily n  M aurer i s  a r e c e n t  a p p o in te e  o f  S u p e r v is o r  V icky  Howard, 4 th  
S u p e r v i s o r i a l  D i s t r i c t .

M a rily n  i s  a r e t i r e d  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  w ith  th e  Los A n g e le s  S ch o o l D i s t r i c t .  
Her e d u c a t io n  i s  B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n c e  (Home Econom ics M ajo r) UCLA and h o ld s  
a L i f e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a te  T e a ch in g  C r e d e n t i a l .

She i s  a c t i v e  in  h e r  com m unity on th e  N e ighbo rhood  C o u n c il  #2 ; S im i V a lle y  
Chamber o f  Commerce ( r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  th e  S im i V a l le y  R e p u b lic a n  Women's 
C lu b ) ; S im i V a l le y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  and th e  S im i V a l le y  C u l t u r a l  A r ts  
A s s o c ia t io n .

O th e r  c lu b s  and  o r g a n iz a t io n s  w h ich  sh e  i s  in v o lv e d :  A m erican  Home 
Econom ics A s s o c ia t io n ;  F u tu re  Homemakers o f  A m erica  (C h a p te r  o r g a n iz e r  
and A d v is o r , 5 y e a r s ) ;  C oncerned  Women o f  A m erica ; I n t e r c e s s o r s  f o r  
A m erica  and  th e  R ig h t to  L i fe  F o u n d a tio n . She h a s  b e e n  th e  P a s t  P r e s id e n t  
f o r  2 te rm s o f  th e  S im i V a l le y  R e p u b lic a n  Women's C lub ; C a l i f o r n i a  
F e d e r a t io n  o f  R e p u b lic a n  Women, S o u th e rn  D iv is io n ;  V e n tu ra  C ounty 
R e p u b lic a n  C e n t r a l  C om m ittee and a fo u n d in g  member o f  th e  R o n a ld  R eagan 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  L ib r a r y  F o u n d a tio n .

M a rily n  i s  m a r r ie d  to  A nthony L. M au re r. No c h i l d r e n .  G u a rd ia n  to  n e ic e ,  
M ic h e le . And a C a l i f o r n i a  r e s i d e n t  s in c e  1954.
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BEVERLEE MCGRATH/BIOGRAPHY

B e v e r le e  M cGrath a p p o in te d  by Jo h n  F ly n n .

C u r r e n t ly  s p o n s o r  o f  AB110 and lo b b y in g  c o o r d in a to r  ( s t a te w id e )  f o r  
C a l i f o r n i a  L e g i s l a t i o n  d e a l in g  w ith  a n im a ls  u se d  in  p ro d u c e  t e s t i n g .  
M em bership c h a irm a n  o f  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  R e p u b lic a n  Women, th e  AIDS 
C o u n c il and V e n tu ra  C ounty  Humane S o c ie ty .  She h a s  a lw ay s b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  
in  com m unity a f f a i r s  r e c e n t l y  p a s t - p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  O xnard R e p u b lic a n  
Women, h a v in g  a l s o  s e rv e d  as  v ic e  p r e s i d e n t ,  P rogram  c h a irm a n  and 
c h a p la in .  She s p e a rh e a d e d  and im p lem en ted  a s e n io r  c i t i z e n ' s  r e f e r r a l  
p ro g ram , p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  fo rm in g  th e  C u l t u r a l  C o u n c il ,  s e rv e d  as 
C ongressm an Bob L a g o m e rs in o ' s a l t e r n a t e  on th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty  C e n t r a l  
C om m ittee V ice  P r e s i d e n t  o f  B ig  B r o th e r s /B ig  S i s t e r s ,  s p o k e s p e rs o n  f o r  th e  
R ig h t to  L i f e  L eague, C a th o l ic  C h a r i t i e s  b o a rd  member, and p e e r - c o u n s e lo r  
a t  th e  C o ls to n  Home f o r  G i r l s .

B e v e r le e  h a s  w orked  as  a f e a t u r e d  n ig h tc lu b  e n t e r t a i n e r  w o rk in g  n a t i o n a l l y  
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  a p p e a re d  in  m ajo r  f i lm s  and t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s  as  w e ll  
a s  num erous TV c o m m e rc ia ls . She r e c e n t l y  r e c e iv e d  a d e c en c y  aw ard  from  
th e  Academy o f  M otion  P i c tu r e  A r ts  and  S c ie n c e s .

B e v e r le e  h a s  b ee  m a r r ie d  f o r  30 y e a r s  to  S u p e r io r  C o u rt Ju d g e  C h a r le s  R. 
M cG rath, h a s  r a i s e d  4 c h i l d r e n  and  i s  c u r r e n t l y  en g ag ed  in  p r o p e r ty  
m anagem ent.
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ELIZA THOMAS/BIOGRAPHY

E l iz a  W illia m s  Thomas was a p p o in te d  by S u p e rv is o r  Jo h n  F ly n n  in  1989. She 
r e c e iv e d  a B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n c e  D egree in  N u rs in g  in  1965, from  F lo r i d a  A&M 
U n iv e r s i ty ;  a M a s te rs  D egree in  N u rs in g  in  1972 and a G ra d u a te  
C e r t i f i c a t e  in  G e ro n to lo g y  in  1986 from  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Los 
A n g e le s , and  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a .  E l iz a  h as  s e rv e d  as 
A s s i s t a n t  to  th e  D i r e c to r  o f  H e a lth  S c ie n c e s  a t  V e n tu ra  C o lle g e  and h a s  
ta u g h t  in  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  f o r  18 y e a r s .  She h a s  s e rv e d  on v a r io u s  com m unity 
a d v is o r y  c o m m itte e s . E l i z a  in t r o d u c e d  and was c o - fo u n d e r  o f  V e n tu ra  
C ounty  A d o p t A  G ra n d p a re n t P rogram . She i s  a c t i v e  in  th e  S t a t e  D ep artm en t 
o f  E d u c a tio n  and  p r e s e n t l y  s e rv e s  as  c o n s u l t a n t  on r e c r u i tm e n t  and 
r e t e n t i o n  o f  d i s a d v a n ta g e d  s tu d e n t s .

A lso  1990-1991  C o -C h a ir  o f  th e  C om m ission.
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BONNIE M. WARRINGTON/BIOGRAPHY

Bonnie M. Warrington is currently the Administrative Aide to the Ventura 
County Commission for Women. Her involvement with the Commission 
stretches back to its inception in 1981 when she served on various 
Committees as a community member.

Later she was appointed to the Commission, by Supervisor Jim Dougherty to 
be one of the representatives from Supervisorial District 4. As a 
Commissioner she served as Executive Secretary, member of the Child Care 
Task Force and was Chair of the Family Law Task Force with implemented the 
first Family Law Forum in 1988.

She continues active involvement in her community as a member of the Simi 
Valley Unified School District's Family Life Education sub-committee; 
currently District Finance Chair of the Monte Grande District, Ventura 
County Council Boy Scouts of America, "Silver Beaver" recipient and 
recently honored by BSA for 25 years service as adult leader and 
Citizenship Merit Badge Counselor. Additionally, she is currently a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Widowed Persons Service (of 
Ventura County) and recently re-appointed to the Ventura County Council on 
Self Esteem and Social Responsibility by Supervisor Vicky Howard, 4th 
Supervisorial District.

She was honored in October 1990 by Oxnard College as the Woman of the Year 
at their 4th Annual Oxnard Women's Day. She served as a Facilitator 
Trainer of the Commission sponsored Women's Financial Information Program 
in conjunction with AARP and Ventura County Superintendent of Schools.
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TIFFINEY B. LEWIS/BIOGRAPHY

Tiffiney B. Lewis is currently an Office Assistant III to the Ventura 
County Commission for Women. She serves as staff liaison to "Health Care 
for Women and Children Committee". She is a graduate of Sawyer College as 
a Legal Word Processor, she is currently enrolled at Ventura College.

She has been with the County of Ventura for seven years in October of 
1991. Her employment began with JTPA (Job Training Placement 
Association), later with VCMC (Ventura County Medical Association) 
Insurance Department, Building and Safety (Camarillo Branch) and last with 
the Probation Department DUI (Driving Under the Influence) Team before 
moving on to the Commission in 1989.

Tiffiney though originating from Tulsa, Oklahoma, has been a Ventura 
County resident since 1978. She, her husband Mark and daughter Vanessa (5 
years old) live in Port Hueneme.


