
ROB,Q'l' H. GR~HS 
KUNS THI STORIIv:R 
Wien VII., Neustiftgassc 9 

Miss Julia Morgan 
Arohitact 
1135 Merchants gxchnn F,e 

San .!<'rancl s co -------------
Dear 1-Iadam: 

Spec~ ::J (;,,:_;,-.,.'.::Q::1:;, C\il .tf , I'o1yte chn fc 
State Uni-., ~-;:-·,-;_/ r,j 1 $:iii' tu'Ji;' 6·ti 1::;·p'o­

Vienna 18th Fe bruary 1938 

I have rec e ived a letter from ?rnnk 1· . Dow Co. 
tha forvmrdlng agents in San ~'rancisco wi.th the n-3WS that 
the Gothic doors which I.Cr. llartel brought here in ViennR 
v,er,-~ marlmd out by the cust om authorities as b·3 ing not 
antique and therafor were at my disposal. Further I was 
inform0d that you, a s th e agent of M:r. Hearst, re fuse to ac­
cept the d oors in spite of repeated invitntionG to do so. 
I shall hcrewi. th do my best to explain the whole mu t t ·3 r to :1 ,' u. 

Mr. Hartel hnd a thorou~h inspection of th e doors in 
question end bought th em at the price of 10000.- nustrlan 
~hlllings aft e r long discussions in ro Rnrd to the price 

·fz'Jm Castle Gretfensteln n,3ar the Danub a , wh8r e they we r':3 
origtnally built some centuri0s ago, pe rhaps at the time 
befor A~erica wn s discovered. (It was ~ron~ to do so.) 
Mr. Barta l h i mse lf took .th2m ovar in tha slora rooms of the 
forwardin~ agent Herr B!uml h a ra in Vien na ~ith the obli­
gation on -his pa .rt of payinr.· the abo'\'e menti.on,~ d sum within 
four weeks t.lme only under the promis0 thn.t these obli­
guti.on shoul d b•J carrie d out in uue tim j , did I glv (} 
the consent to s crnd the doors to Ame r icA. :'.i'rom the se ex­
planation you will a ble to unde rst a nd the nature of my 
claim. !Jr. Bartel hDs bou ght the doors n ±'t•~r repe a t ~d n. n1l 
thoroil ph insp-, ction bJ himself o.nrl also by the e xp:nt on 
anti. quiti •:s Dr. ;1uprecht, the expt;rt of the Dorotheum. 
Ur. Bart-.:)1 also has promised dir0ct pnymnnt. ,\ft r: r all th h ' 
Mr. Eart 8 l is r e sponsible for the obliBa tions h e und0 rtook 
and I int e nd. to fi ght f or -:ny ri.p:ht vii. th all th ,., rn.,irns pos­
sible. Sinc <3 mo:r0 than a Y'.:) ar I h rn•e h8en wa i. ting f or my 
mon 1y and ha ve b8en put off u guin and again but em not 
willi:1r; to wait 11ny long :l r. It do,;s in no 1.•,ay conc•:rn mo 
i f the ,.mJricun custom author i ti ~1 s have the i:1 t cmt i.0:1 of 
sollin° the doo r s by auction us I ha ve nothing to d o 
either with th em or with Mr. He nrst. I Have sold t h<J do or s 
to Xr. Dnrt1.: l and shall knov, v.hat to c1o in order to r .i t my 
mone y. As soon ~she enters Austria h e will not he a ble to 
le u,· c h_:r u gain befor ,J s ,JttlL113= eceoun ts v;i th rile. • .. r. 8n ~:o u 
or yo u r firm kee! ps a gents in .ii:urope , \'lh ich are well lmo r, as 
experts, t h ese agents are rasponsible for the transactions 
they ma ks fo r you. In my case Ur. ?artel is responsibl0 
for e v oryth i ag. As th0 correspondence I hall with him wa s 
of no result I shall e mploy ~ore drastic means in orJe r 
to go t my mone y. I am not a t a l l i nt .:: r a st,:i d, ,·:h u t i s r ain ." 
to h111Jp•c:-n to th,i doo1·r, i.n Ameri t.:a , as Ur. Bnrt ,J l hn '.3 t 11'-:8 n 
ov en th •.3 coas ig·nm :J:1 t •11 i. th t he~ obli.f._rn tion of po.yinr- in du -! 
time . If th~l r e J-: D.V :! be en any ob,j e ctions in r0 gar d t o the 



~~i~~:l.:1 l 1i , · , l ,· -.1 : , , - •• . C.,J \ r , f' c1 1 v l a1> )H1 -\ ~ 
S;\i_a,t& Univ t, r r. 1ty, ~an Luh.1 OH ::i 11ti 

genuineness of the antiquity of the doors they oug-h t to have made in Austria ba for0 dismantling out of the walls in the castle. The view of the american custom authoriti e s in r a -gard to the genulnen,Jss of the anti quity of th0 door s s )et:ls to go too far. They s ~em to regard antiquities only tten genuine, whan th 0 dust of centuries still stick to them. Anyhow should this be the case it ou ght to have been kno·.m to your agents and they should ma.lea the purchas8 s a ccordi ngly. 

I hop0 to hav 2 given you all th e exp lanations ne ces­sary and r emain 

fat thfully 

Yours 

COPY 


