ROBLRT He GREHS
KUNSTHISTORIKER
'Wien VII., Neustiftgasse 9

ciions, Calif. Polytechnic
EEHEEY ) SuR ANLS 01500
Vienna 12th February 1938

Migs Julia Morgan
Architect
1135 Merchants fixchange

Sen_KYrancisco

Dear ladam:

I have received 2 letter from Trank r. Dow Co.
the forwarding agents in San francisco with the naws that
the Gothic doors which Fr. Bartel brought here in Vienna
wer: mark:d out by the custom authorities as b2ing not
antique and therefor were at my disposal. Further I was
informed that you, as the agent of Mr. Hearst, refuse to ac-
cept the doors in spite of repeated invitations to do 5o.
I shall herewith do my best to explain the whole matter to JOWUe

Mr. Bartel had a thorough inspection of the doors in
question and bought them at the price of 10000.- austrian
shillings after long discussions in regard to the price
‘from Castle Grelfensteln near the Danubs, where they wers=
originally built some centurics ago, psrhaps at the time
befor America was discovered. (It was wrong to do so.)

Mr. Bartzl himself took them over in ths stor: rooms of the
forwarding agent Herr BHuml hers in Vienna with the obli-
gation on his part of paying the above mention2d sum within
four weeks time only under the promise that thesc obli-
gation should be carried out in due tim:, did I give

the consent to send the doors to America. ™rom thcse ex-
planation you will able to understand the nature of my
claim. IMr. Bartel has bought the doors after repeat=d and
thorouek inspietion by himself and also by the expert on
antiquitics Dr. Ruprecht, the expert of the Dorotheum.

lMr. Bart:1l also has promised direcct payment. After a2ll thie
lir. Bartel is responsible for the obligations he undertook
and T intend to fight for my right with all the maans pos-
sible. Cince more than a yesar I have heen waiting £or my
mon:y and have boen put off again and again but sm not
williapg to walt any longsr. It docs In no way concern me
if the .imzrican custom authoritics have the iatention of
selline the doors by auction as I have nothing to do

either with them or with Mr. Hearst. I Have sold the doors
to Mr. vartel and shall know vhat to do in order to g2t my
money. 4s soon uas he enters Austria he will not be able to
leave her again before settliug accounts with me. “hen you
or your firm kecps agents in Zurope, vhich are well know asg
experts, these agents are responsible for the transactions
they maks for you. In my eage Mr. Bartel is responsible
for sverything. As the correspondence I had with him was
of no result I shall employ more drastic means in order

to get my money. T am not at all intersstad, what is roins
to happsn to the doors in America, as Mr. Bartol has taken
oven the fcousienment wi th' the obligation of paying in du-
time. If there havs been any objections in regard: to the
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genuinenegs of the antiquity of the doorgs they ought to have
made in Austria bzfore dismantling out of the walls in the

j castle. The visw of the american custom authoritics in re -
| gard to the genuinen:ess of the antiquity of the doors saems
. to go too far. They scem to regard antiquities only tkren
. genuine, when the dust of centuries still stick to them.
Anyhow should this be the case it ought to have been known
. to your agents and they should maks the burchases a ccordingly.

‘ [ hop:s to have given you all the explanations nzcesg-
sary and remain

-

falthfully

Yours

ROBIRT GREHS
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