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Academic Senate Minutes 
February 27, 2020 

3:00 – 5:00, Ballrooms C&D 
 

Abstract 
 

Chair Report. Agenda – Approved. Minutes of 2/13/2020 – Approved. President 
Report. Provost Report. Vice Chair Report. VP of Administration and Finance Report. 
Special Report – Rebranding the University. Special Report – Student Affairs Division 
Organization. VP for Student Affairs Report. Associated Students Report. Statewide 
Senators Report. Staff Representative Report. APARC Report. EPC Report. FSAC 
Report. SAC Report. CFA Report.  
 
Present: Laura Watt, Melinda Milligan, Hope Ortiz, Catherine Nelson, Sam Brannen, 
Melissa Garvin, Jim Robison, Carlos Torres, Jeffrey Reeder, Joshua Glasgow, Angelo 
Camillo, Puspa Amri, Rajeev Virmani, Chiara Bacigalupa, Rita Premo, Izabela Kanaana, 
Mary Ellen Wilkosz, Adam Zagelbaum, Kevin Fang, Rick Luttmann, Amal Munayer, 
Cookie Garrett, Judy Sakaki, Joyce Lopes, Wm, Gregory Sawyer, Erma Jean Sims, 
Melissa Kadar, Arcelia Sandoval, Sean Place, Jenn Lillig, Hilary Smith 
 
Absent: Paula Lane 
 
Proxies: Karen Moranski for Lisa Vollendorf 
 
Guests: Michael Balasek, Laura Monje-Paulson, Kara Aabbit, Anna Reynolds Smith, 
Paul Gullixson, Susan Walling, Ryan Henny, Gerald Jones, Chris Deny, Kalli Sandburg 
 
Chair Report – L. Watt 
 

L. Watt reported that she was unable to attend the statewide Chairs meeting, but 
heard that they discussed creating more systemwide guidelines for campus closures 
due to natural disasters and the new corona virus outbreak.  

 
Approval of Agenda – Approved. 
 
Approval of Minutes of 2/13/2020 – Approved. 
 
President Report – J. Sakaki 
 

J. Sakaki reported on campus efforts on Super Sunday. She appreciated all the 
people who were present at the event to help out. She appreciated all the feedback 
on the Dean searches. She noted that VP Lopes will report on the campus response 
to the corona virus. She reported on a meeting with the Commission on Extended 
Education. CSU Presidents are discussing elevating extended education on 
campuses. The Governor’s budget does, currently, include money towards this 
effort. A member asked if Super Sunday would be including area mosques. VP 
Sawyer responded that there was no movement on it this year, but he thought they 
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would start including mosques in the future. The President noted that discussions 
were underway to see how Super Sunday could be more effective. 

 
Provost Report – K. Moranski for L. Vollendorf 
 

K. Moranski announced that the Teagle grants call is coming out. Teagle grants are 
focused on curriculum re-design that works towards GI 2025 goals. She noted there 
was another grant for online course re-design. There was funding for at least four 
new online courses. Questions for the Provost: How many tenure track searches 
were successful this year and how many searches are planned for next year. It was 
clarified that currently the Teagle grant was focused on undergraduate programs. 
She hoped to identify funding for graduate programs. Question for Provost: Does 
the campus have any historical data on candidates who have refused offers based on 
local housing costs and the cost of living.  

 
Vice Chair Report – M. Milligan 
 

M. Milligan noted that the results of the election were emailed out to all faculty. She 
noted that the at-large positions for the SEIE Dean search were still open for 
nominations. Senator Reeder was congratulated on his election to Chair and Jim 
Robison and Carlos Torres were congratulated on their re-election as Lecturer 
Senators.  

 
VP of Administration and Finance Report – J. Lopes 
 

J. Lopes reported on the campus efforts to prepare for the potential corona virus 
spread. Strategic Communications will send out information soon to the campus. 
She had just received communication about study abroad programs. She reminded 
everyone to wash their hands, and if anyone feels symptomatic, to stay home. There 
was discussion about limits on student and faculty travel. The Student Health 
Center will start doing actual screening for any students who present with flu 
symptoms.  

 
Special Report – Rebranding the University – J. Griffin-Desta, P. Gullixson, C. Deny,  
 

J. Griffin-Desta discussed the initiation of the effort to re-brand the university. P. 
Gullixson introduced the speakers – C. Deny and K. Sandburg. He discussed the 
process so far including: gathering all materials currently in use on campus, surveys 
with students, faculty, staff and admins, drafting elements for the branding, 
gathering more feedback and eventually creating a branding book. What will not 
change are: the campus seal, campus mascot, and color palette. The goal is to refresh 
the branding and formalize how we tell our story. The presentation shared the work 
so far and the images could not be included in these minutes. C. Deny requested 
feedback on their work.  
 
A member suggested that the branding highlight social justice and civic engagement 
goals of the campus. A member requested more language about sustainability and 
resilience. There were a couple of specific questions about the implementation of the 
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new branding for departments. There was a suggestion to create a virtual map that 
students could use to explore the campus.  

 
Special Report – Student Affairs Division Organization – L. Monje-Paulson, Wm. 
Gregory Sawyer 
 

Wm. Gregory Sawyer shared that they often hear that Student Affairs changes a lot 
and that is due to the students changing. He noted that in the past two years they 
have worked hard to renew the Student Affairs division and now are one of the 
most promising places to work in Student Affairs. This presentation will show the 
services Student Affairs is providing for student success and engagement through 
co-curricular programs.  
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The Chair thanked the presenters for this helpful presentation.  
 
VP of Administration and Finance Report continued 
 

J. Lopes updated the members on the Athletic Director search and the Chief of Police 
search. She praised Laura Lupei for receiving the Outstanding Staff award at the 
Chancellor’s office. She noted the campus is working on a solar array project and 
micro grid to help with PSPSs. The AS rep asked if the campus will provide help for 
students to protect themselves from the corona virus. J. Lopes responded that the 
communication about that will come out soon.  

 
VP for Student Affairs Report – Wm G. Sawyer 
 

Wm. G. Sawyer reported on the Director of Student Conduct search and the Basic 
Needs initiative as well as the search for the Director of REACH. He reported on 
efforts to become a military friendly institution.  

 
Associated Students Report – M. Kadar 
 

M. Kadar reminded everyone that the primary election is coming up next Tuesday 
and encouraged all to vote. AS elections start after that. The AS is reviewing several 
resolutions. A group will be attending the Student Higher Education summit in 
Sacramento and Sonoma snowglobes was a great event that they hope will 
continue. Approximately 1000 students attended. JUMP will put on events for Earth 
Day about sustainability. A member asked if green composting would be available 
in the Res Halls soon. M. Kadar said she will check. 
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Statewide Senators Report – C. Nelson 
 

C. Nelson reported that the CSU study abroad has suspended their program in 
South Korea. The Chancellor’s search continues and the expectation is for an 
announcement in March. A member asked about the Ethnic Studies requirement bill 
in the legislature. C. Nelson responded that there was no new information.  

 
Staff Representative Report – A. Sandoval 
 

A. Sandoval noted staff positions available to staff for application.  
 
APARC Report – S. Place 
 

S. Place reported that APARC had an eye-opening and frank discussion with AVP 
Dana Twedell about the classroom conditions survey results. They learned about 
some of the limitations facilities has surrounding custodial work. He also discussed 
concerns raised by faculty about the design of new classrooms in the Stevenson Hall 
remodel and stated he will bring those concerns forward to the remodel committee. 
A member asked what was eye opening in the discussion with custodial services. S. 
Place discussed the report and the thinking that there might be more overlap 
between day and night workers. During the meeting, the AVP also walked them 
through budgetary limitations. S. Place thought the report would help them make 
workable recommendations. A substantial conversation ensued focusing on 
bathroom cleanliness. VP Lopes discussed the current efforts of custodial services to 
address the concerns discussed.  

 
EPC Report – J. Lillig  
 

J. Lillig reported that EPC talked about GE implementation at its last meeting. They 
discussed how to facilitate the process going forward and help GE with their 
workload. She will be visiting GE and talk about their discussion. She noted that 
faculty not in School of S&T, could take advantage of the Teagle grant to help with 
GE changes. She discussed the second reading of the internship policy and said they 
will continue talking about it. Eventually it will come to the Senate. She discussed 
the AAC&U conference where she and others presented on SSU’s GE process. They 
learned a lot and brought back some great handouts which will be posted on the 
EPC website. They also heard great ideas about how students can talk about GE 
experiences on their resumes.  

 
FSAC Report – A. Camillo for P. Lane 
 

A. Camillo reported that FSAC is working on the survey results for the RTP policy 
revision.  

 
SAC Report – H. Smith 
 

H. Smith said they heard a report outs from the Scholarship Subcommittee and ATI. 
She discussed a universal access hub that will be a one stop shop for accessibility 
issues and will open April 28th near IT. She noted the open house for the student 
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services on the first floor of the Library on March 4th from 4 - 6. The event is open to 
students and faculty.  

 
CFA Report – E. J. Sims 
  

E. J. Sims reported that CFA tries to have fun and next Thursday will be a solidarity 
social in Lobos to relax, share information and meet other faculty across campus. A 
séance will be held to talk to Lucy Parsons about strategies for successful contract 
negotiations.  

 
Adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by L. Holmstrom-Keyes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


