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Paint and Place
ROLLIN PICKFORD EXHIBIT AT PG ART CENTER
CAPTURES THE ARTIST’S ‘SPIRITUAL HOME.’

Jan 11, 2007
By Maureen Davidson

Watery Pines: Rollin Pickford's keen observations of the Monterey
Bay coastline capture the essence of the place.

Purple-black watery clouds loom bottom-heavy
with pigment over a shining white farmland roof.
Under the dark sky the roof looks wet and
reflective, but is in fact white only because it has
been left unpainted. Far in the distance the dark-
bottomed thundercloud dissolves into a slanted
deluge, spreading and diluting its color over a
suggestion of hilly fields. Foreground is provided
with a few wide lines.

The painting is as sure and true and gestural as a
Japanese sumi painting, a work completed quickly,
brush sometimes loaded and wet, sometimes dry
and making scratchy lines.

“That White Roof” is one of about 50 watercolor
paintings now exhibited at the Pacific Grove Art
Center in The Way of Water, an homage to seven
decades of painting by Rollin Pickford.

“You used to see him out painting all the time,” a
viewer commented at a display of photos of the
artist along with his paint kit and sun hat. In fact,
according to Melissa Pickford Smith, daughter of
Rollin and organizer of the exhibition, Rollin
painted every single day until he lost his sight
recently. He is 94.

“Being an artist is like any other vocation; it
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Painter and art teacher
Mark Farina puts his own
stamp on local
landscapes.
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Duplex investment
opportunity
Charming and
spacious duplex in
desirable Antelope
Woods, totaling
2031 sqg. ft. 2/1 and
2/2 units. Fireplace
in 2 bedroom unit.
Quiet, private cul-
de-sac, individual
side and large back
vard. .

Island home for
island living
Custom designed &
built home in sunny
Kalapana SeaView
Estates on the big
island of Hawai'i -
designed with island
living in mind -
spacious open floor
plan, w/ lots...
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Best Priced House
in Sterling Park!
BEAUTIFULLY
MAINTAINED HOME
W/ 3BED,
2BATH*FORMAL
LIV/DIN ROOM
W/NEUTRAL
CARPET* FAMILY
ROOM W/WOOD
BURNING STOVE,
SLIDING GLASS
DOORS LEADING TO
BRICK PATIO*
UPDATED KITCHEN
W/NEW CABINETS,
APPLIANCES,
HARDWOOD FOOR
AND...

Spectacular Home
in Northern VA!
PCS to DC area?
Perfect home for
several military
installations. Located
west of the city on
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a peauuruny
landscaped, private
1/2 acre lot. Four
year old colonial

demands discipline,” Rollin said in a telephone
interview from his home in Fresno. “You just have

to paint and paint and paint and don't let anythlng it lots ofs.
impede you; everything will if you allow it.” v A s e
Tall, Dark and for sale ads
Rollin admits that family can get in the way of Handsome
work. He included his family in his working life. ?Oyl S:)t;la(\;t]Thomton
The Nuclear Whales
“| spent a lot of time with my children,” he says. Saxophone Orchestra’s
“Working at home, I'd take them outdoors to paint, leading man.

to play. As adults they have remarked how much
time | spent with them.”

Pickford’s Pacific Grove exhibition is testimony to

his children’s regard. A gorgeous 285-page 1998

color coffee table-sized book California Light, The .
Watercolors of Rollin Pickford, was organized by |
son Joel Pickford, with four essays and over 100

full page reproductions of painting of 60 years.

Rollin painted on location—he liked to kneel on the
ground to see from a low angle the fields, canals,
beaches, Victorian homes, orchards and crops he
captured under always-active skies. He was
dubbed “painter laureate of the San Joaquin ‘
Valley” because of his thousands of paintings of ‘
\

the vanishing rural world of Fresno, where he grew
up.

He says that his “spiritual home” was in the
Monterey Bay area, where he painted every
summer since the late 1960s. “It was a very

exciting place,” he says as his voice becomes
brighter—I can hear him smile. “I think of it now,

every grain of sand, every shell, the fog...so
different from the San Joaquin Valley.”

The Way of the Water exhibits the artist's central
technique of letting the water on the page flow
naturally, carrying the pigment along, and his
mastery of many styles: tight drybrush drawings of
village streets; a furiously painted abstracted
impression of the Santa Cruz Boardwalk alight with
color under a fanciful sky; wet-painted persimmons
blooming fuzzily and brilliantly on a calligraphic
branch; lowering Paynes Gray-colored skies over
an impressionistically-daubed wetland marsh.

“The thing you're trying to achieve is the essense
of the subject,” he says. ‘| use whatever technique
gets to that.”

THE WAY OF THE WATER continues
through Feb. 15 at Pacific Grove Art Center,
658 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove. A
screening of The Master of Light, a film
about Rollin Pickford, takes place at 2pm on

Jan. 21. 375-2208 or_pgartcenter.org
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