THOUGHTS AFTER ALL HAD LEFT

THE DININGROOMS THAT WERE HIVES OF ACTIVITY FROM DAYLIGHT TO
DARK NOW STAND EMPTY AND SILENT.

THE STORE HAS NC CUSTOMERS OR EVEN CLERKS.

THE -OUTSIDE SOUNDS NOW PENETRATE TO THE CENTER COF THE ENCLOSURE.
THE ONLY THINGS LEFT BEHIND ARE PRODUCTS OF EVACUEES ENERGY.
THEY LEFT GENTLE MEMORIES OF GENTLE PEOPLE.

EVEN THE FOOT PRINTS IN THE SAND ARE BEING ERASED BY THE BREEZE
BUT THERE ARE A LQT OF UNERASEABLE PRINTS LEFT IN MY HEART.

THE ONLY SOUNDS SEEM TO BE THE ECHOS OF YOUR MEMORIES.

THEY LEFT FLOWERS BLOOMING IN THE DESERT.

THEY ALSO LEFT A MEMORABLE RECORD OF COCPERATIVE INTERNMENT.

THEY LEFT THINGS BETTER THAN THEY FOUND THEM. x
THEY LEFT BEHIND ORDERLINESS, CLEANLINESS AND IMPROVED FACILITIES.
THEY NOT ONLY TURNED OFF LIGHTS THEY TURNED OF LIFE IN THE CENTER.
THEY LEFT AN ABANDONED CITY THAT WILL NEVER LIVE AS A CITY AGAIN.
THEY LEFT EVIDENCE OD OCCUPANCY BY NEAT AND THOUGHTFUL RESIDENTS.

NOW YOU SEARCH THE PLACE FOR LIVING FORM AND FACE AND ENCOUNTER
ONL EMPTY SPACE.

NOTHING MOVES FROM PLACE TO PLACE EVERYTHING IS EMPTY SPACE.

EVEN THE BIRDS SEEM TO MISS THEM TO, AND THEY HAVE GONE TO PEOPLE X
WATCH SOMEOTHER PLACE.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SIX MONTHS I SEE A CAT IN "NO CATS LAND"

I REMEMBER HOW EAGER AND WILLING THEY WERE TO BE BUSY AT TASKS
NEEDED FOR THE WELFARE OF OTHERS.

I FIND IT DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE HOW THESE PEOPLE HAD MANAGED TO LIVE,
SUPPORT A FAMILY IN A FOREIGN LAND WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO SPEAK THE
LANGUAGE.

I REMEMBER THE TEEN.AGE BQY THAT TOLD ME HE HAD CONSIDERED HIMSELF
TO BE AN AMERICAN BANANA UNTIL SENT TO THE INTERNMENT CENTER (WHITE
ON THE INSIDE WITH YELLOW SKIN)

I WONDERED WHAT HAPPENED TO THE PICTURES THE ARMY SIGNAL CORPS TOOK
WHEN THEY CAM® TO PHOTOGRAPH THE CENTER. (THEY WERE THE ONLY PICTURES
ANYONE TOOK AT FRESNO)

IT HAD BEEN A VALIENT ATTEMPT AT HUMANITARIAN INTERNMENT OF ENEMY
ANCESTORED INDIVIDUALS OF ALL AGES, UNDER TURBULENT WAR CONDITIONS.

THE YOUNG ADULT MARRIED GROUP HAD IMPRESSED ME. THEY ALL SEEMED TO BE
WELL EDUCATED, COMPETENT INDIVIDUALS, ASSURED OF FUTURE SUCCESS.

FROM- HERE I GO TO WORK WITH NON-JAPANESE AMERICANS AT A BOOMING AREA
OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST WHERE THEY ARE BUILDING SHIPS FOR TH™ WAR
EFFORT - - THE CHANGE WILL BE DRAMATIC.

I GUESS THIS IS A PLACE WHERE MANY OF US LEARNED THAT FREEDOM IS
A PRECIOUS COMMODITY.

I WONDER HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE FOR TIME TO HEAL THE WOUNDS OF WAR X
WHEN WILL THESE GROUNDS AGAIN BE USED FOR ENTERTAINING AND NOT
CONTAINING PEOPLE?

THIS WAS,WHERE 5,00 AMERICAN. JAPANESE LEARNED WHAT IT MEANT TO BE
INTEFRNED




