
INTERVIEW 

INTERVIEWER This is the first part of our interview. I 

guess the first 9uestion, Gabe, is to tell us some personal 

information. 

GABE REYES 

address is 

My name is Gabriel Allan Reyes. My present 

Its in the 

area. I was born in 1944 in Los Angeles. I was married in 

1971. I have four children, four dau9hters: ages 15,12,10 

and 8. 

INTERVIEWER Why don't we talk about when you were a child 

about some of those experiences, beiause I know from my own 

that it does have a big impact. Why don;t you talk about 

where you lived. We~e you there for a long time? Was there a 

lot of movement in the beginning part of your life? 

GABE REYES O.K. My parents were living in Los Angeles at 

the time 11was born, but we moved to San Jose after I was 

about t~ree months old. This was probably the second time 

that my parents had come up' to San Jose. I was the seventh 

child. My dad was primarily a farm laborer mierant. 

Occasionally he worked in packing houses and canneries. He 

did a lot of ranch work. My mom was primarily a housewife. 

She worked in the canneries. Well,she always worked in the 

fields when we worked in the fields. In later years she 

worked in the canneries here when the kids were old enough. 

They didn't need somebody at home all the time. Even then 

she worked only at nights. She worked the night shift. We 

moved up to San Jose ~ecause mi mom had wanted a stable 

place to live, because as I've mentioned I was the seventh 

kid and they had done a-lot of moving around. 

INTERVIEWER So you were the youngest of the family? 

GABE REYES I was the second to the youngest. 1· had one 

younger brother. My dad got a job here in San Jose in the 

packing house, Mayfair packin9 house. My mom wanted to stay 

INTERVIEW 

INTERVIEWER This is the first part of our interview. I 

guess the first 9uestion, Gabe, is to tell us some personal 

information. 

GABE REYES 

address is 

My name is Gabriel Allan Reyes. My present 

Its in the 

area. I was born in 1944 in Los Angeles. I was married in 

1971. I have four children, four dau9hters: ages 15,12,10 

and 8. 

INTERVIEWER Why don't we talk about when you were a child 

about some of those experiences, beiause I know from my own 

that it does have a big impact. Why don;t you talk about 

where you lived. We~e you there for a long time? Was there a 

lot of movement in the beginning part of your life? 

GABE REYES O.K. My parents were living in Los Angeles at 

the time 11was born, but we moved to San Jose after I was 

about t~ree months old. This was probably the second time 

that my parents had come up' to San Jose. I was the seventh 

child. My dad was primarily a farm laborer mierant. 

Occasionally he worked in packing houses and canneries. He 

did a lot of ranch work. My mom was primarily a housewife. 

She worked in the canneries. Well,she always worked in the 

fields when we worked in the fields. In later years she 

worked in the canneries here when the kids were old enough. 

They didn't need somebody at home all the time. Even then 

she worked only at nights. She worked the night shift. We 

moved up to San Jose ~ecause mi mom had wanted a stable 

place to live, because as I've mentioned I was the seventh 

kid and they had done a-lot of moving around. 

INTERVIEWER So you were the youngest of the family? 

GABE REYES I was the second to the youngest. 1· had one 

younger brother. My dad got a job here in San Jose in the 

packing house, Mayfair packin9 house. My mom wanted to stay 

INTERVIEW 

INTERVIEWER This is the first 

guess the first question, Gabe, is 

information. 

Part of our interview. I 

to tell us some personal 

GABE REYES 

address is 

My name is Gabriel Allan Reyes. My present 

It= in the � 
area. I was born in 1944 in Los Angeles. I was married in 

1971. I have four children, four daughters: ages 15,12,10 

and 8. 

INTERVIEWER Why don't we talk about when you were a child 

about some of those experiences, because I know from my own 

that it does have a big impact. Why don't you talk about 

where you lived. Were you there for a long time? Was there a 

lot of movement in the beginning Part of your life? 

GABE REYES 0.K. My Parents were living in Los Angeles at 

the time I
, was born, 

about three months 

but we moved to San Jose after I 

old. This was probably the second 

WAS 

time 
I 

that my Parents had come up to San Jose. I was the seventh 

child. My dad was primarily a farm laborer migrant. 

Occasionally he worked in Packing houses and canneries. He 

did a lot of ranch work. My mom was primarily a housewife. 

She worked in the canneries. Well.she always worked in the 

fields when we worked in the fields. In later years she 

worked in the canneries here when the kids were old enough. 

They didn't need somebody at home all the time. Even then 

she worked only at nights. She worked the night shift. We 

moved up to San Jose because my mom had wanted a stable 

place to live, because as I've mentioned I was the seventh 

kid and they had done a lot of moving around. 

INTERVIEWER So you were the youngest of the family? 

GABE REYES I was the second to the youngest. I had one 

younger brother. My dad got a job here in San Jose in the 

packing house, Mayfair Packing house. My mom wanted to stay 



here so we stayed here from that point on. My dad did the 

pe.ckin9 house work and every summer we wo,·ked in the fields. 

Generally before the end of the school year and up into 

probably the ·third week of school we ,~ould work in the 

fields. 

INTERVIE\~ER Here in San Jose? 

GABE REYES Yeah, pretty much here in San Jose. 

Occasionally my older brotl1ers and sisters and my dad would 

go up to Tracy to pick cotton or other places that were 

somewhat in the vicinity. They would have to 90 and stay 

there for a matter of a few weeks, but pretty much we did 

apricots, prunes, strawberries and string beans. That was 

what was in the area here and pears and cherries. There was 

a lat of crops here, so we did a lot of crops. Every summer 

we did craps. That was from when I was very young because me 

and my younger brother would be in the crib or~ my mom even 

said in the prune box, when I was smaller. She would put me 

in the box in the shade and work the raws. So that was every 

summer. My alder brothers and sisters all 

probably around the tenth grade. 

left school, 

INTERVIEWER Sa you were the first high school graduate? 

GABE REYES one of my older brothers 

graduated from Tech, not from an actual high school but from 

Tech. I think my second oldest sister might have graduated 

from high school and I think my third oldest sister also 

graduated and then myself. My younger brother, I don't know. 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

eight. 

I NT ERV I E~JER 

GABE REYES 

So most of them graduated from high school? 

We 11, I think three of us did, three of the 

Did your younger brother graduate? 

Na 

' ·:;. 

here so we stayed here from that point on. My dad did the 

packing house work and every summer we worked in the fields. 

Generally before the end of the school year and up into 

probably the third week of school we would work in the 

fields. 

INTERVIEWER Here in San Jose? 

GABE REYES Yeah, Pretty much here in San 

Occasionally my older brothers and sisters and my dad 

9° up to Tracy to pick cotton or other Places that 

somewhat in the vicinity. They would have to go and 

there for a matter of a few weeks, but pretty much we 

Jose. 

would 

were 

stay 

did 

apricots, Prunes, strawberries and string beans. That was 

what was in the area here and pears and cherries. There was 

a lot of crops here, so we did a lot of crops. Every summer 

we did crops. That was from when I was very young because me 

and my younger brother would be in the crib or, my mom even 

said in the prune box, when I was smaller. She would put me 

in the box in the shade and work the rows. 

summer. My older brothers and sisters 

probably around the tenth grade. 

So that was every 

all left school, 

INTERVIEWER So you were the first high school graduate? 

GABE REYES Let me think. No, one of my older brothers 

graduated from Tech, not from an actual high school but from 

Tech. I think my second oldest sister might have graduated 

from high school and I think my third oldest sister also 

graduated and then myself. My younger brother, I don't know. 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

eight. 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

So most of them graduated from high school? 

Well, I think three of us did, three of the 

Did your younger brother graduate? 

No 

� 



INTERVIEWER What kind o~ work did they 9et involved in? 

Did they 90 ri9ht into a9ricultural work? 

GABE REYES 

the canneries. 

At that time it was pretty much strai9ht into 

My brother 9raduated from Tech. He was a 

carpenter. So he sot my other brother into carpentry. So he 

did that for a while, and then, after doin9 that for a·while 

he went to barber's school. So ri9ht now my brother is a 

barber and one is a carpenter. My sisters are all married 

but they all work too. But they pretty much do high tech 

assembly in the electronic industry. My younger brother 

works in the electronic industry, kind of like a supervisor 

in the stock room and he has been on.ly doing that for the 

last five years. Prior to that he was doing a lot of 

different kinds of work. 

INTERVIEWER So you had a pretty stable ch_ildhood. Did you 

90 to the same elementary school pretty much the whole time? 

GABE REYES Well when we were here in San Jose, basically 

we moved all over the place. We first lived here on Eighth 

Street and then my dad wanted to bLlY a little ranch. We 

bought a little three acre ranch over on Hilyer Avenue, what 

is now a housin9 development. But, since there was only San 

Jose Hi9h and Lincoln at that ~ime my brother had to. take a 

bLlS to San Jose Hi9h which was just too far; so we moved 

back downtown. We moved to Austin Court. That's pretty mucr-, / 
where_ I grew up, in 

elementary, Washington 

Austin Court, 

Elementary is 

because 

there. 

I 

I 

went to /: 

actually/' 

started Woodro,~ Wilson when I was livin9 there but the~_/-C-e 

moved over by, where my mom currently 

church, which is closer to Woodrow; so 

from there. 

lives, S~cred /Heart 

we went to-~oodrow 
// 

/ 
INTERVIEWER How were your folks ab}e to ~et the money to 

buy a three acre ranch? I 

then but ... ? 

meari the a lot lower 

; 

INTERVIEWER What kind of work did they get involved in? 

Did they 9° right into agricultural work? 

GABE REYES At that time it was pretty much straight into 
the canneries. My brother graduated from Tech. He was a 
carpenter. So he got my other brother into carpentry. So he 
did that for a while, and then, after doing that for a while 
he went to barber's school. So right now my brother is � 
barber and one is a carpenter. My sisters are all married 
but they all work too. But they pretty much do high tech 
assembly in the electronic industry. My younger brother 

works in the electronic industry, kind of like a supervisor 
in the stock room and he has been only doing that for the 
last five years. Prior to that he was doing a lot of 
different kinds of work. 

INTERVIEWER So you had a Pretty stable childhood. Did you 
go to the same elementary school pretty much the whole time? 

GABE REYES Well when we were here in San Jose, basically 
we moved all over the Place. We first lived here on Eighth 
Street and then my dad wanted to buy a little ranch. We 
bought a little three acre ranch over on Hilyer Avenue, what 
is now a housing development. But, since there was only San 
Jose High and Lincoln at that time my brother had to take a 
bus to San Jose High which was just too far; so we moved 
back downtown. We moved to Austin Court. That's Pretty much 
where I grew up, in Austin Court, because I 
elementary, Washington Elementary is there. I 
started Woodrow Wilson when I was living there but 

went to �� 

actually 
then <e 

� �� 
moved over by, where my mom currently 
church, which is closer to Woodrow; so 
from there. 

lives, Sacred "Heart 
we went to Woodrow �� 

INTERVIEWER How were your folks able to get the money to 
buy a three acre ranch? I mean the 
then but...? 

�� ����� 

� 
a lot lower 



GABE REYES Yeah actually it wasn't much. It was just a 

piece of property, three acres with an old house on it. 

.Th'ere wasn't really any living there .. My dad still did work 

for other people at that time on their ranches. We couldn't 

have had much money because when we moved from there to the 

house we bought my parents paid $3,500 for that house. So 

the ranch couldn't have been much. 

I NT ERV I El~ER 

brothers? 

GABE REYES 

So did yoLt share your room with al 1 your 

We had a two bedroom house and a big 

basement. So my parents had one bedroom, my three sisters 

had the other bedroom and the five brothers slept.in the 

basement. 

INTERVIEWER Did you 90 down,to Mexico much? 

GABE REYES No. We went down to Me:dco once to see my 

!:'jrandmother who lived in Mexicali. Basically, we just 

couldn't affcird the travel. The only reason we went down 

that time was because my grandmother was sick. 

bought a station wagon and we all went down there. 

So my dad 

INTERVIEWER Yow· mom and dad were born in Me:<ico? 

GABE REYES My dad was born in A9L1as Cal ientes and my mom 

was born jL1st south of Chihuahua. Both came over very young. 

My dad came over because of the revolution. His dad was very 

well off. ,They owned a ranch. They msned a drugstore. They 

owned ·a cantina. So they had property. My dad said that he 

recalled when he was very youf)g that generals from the army 

would come have dinner at their ranch w.ith h.is dad. I think 

he was about eight when they left because the revolution was 

too much. So they sold e~':rythin9. Unfortunately what 

happened to them was that my father said that they sold 

everything and they put all the money in this ~reat big 

chest. But on the way, when. they were traveling by stage 

coach, they changed governmen~•, printed new money and all 

# 

GABE REYES Yeah actually it wasn t much. It was just a 

Piece of Property, three acres with an old house on it. 

There wasn't really any living there. My dad still did work 

for other people at that time on their ranches. We couldn't 

have had much money because when we moved from there to the 

house we bought my Parents Paid $3,500 for that house. So 

the ranch couldn't have been much. 

INTERVIEWER 

brothers? 

GABE REYES 

So did you share your room with all your 

We had a two bedroom house and a b ig 

basement. So my Parents had one bedroom, my three sisters 

had the other bedroom and the five brothers slept in the 

basement. 

INTERVIEWER Did you 9° down to Mexico much? 

GABE REYES No. We went down to Mexico once to see my 

grandmother who lived in Mexicali. Basically, we just 

couldn't afford the travel. The only reason we went down 

that time was because my grandmother was sick. So my dad 

bought a station wagon and we all went down there. 

INTERVIEWER Your mom and dad were born in Mexico? 

GABE REYES My dad was born in Aquas Calientes and my mom 

was born just south of Chihuahua. Both came over very young. 

My dad came over because of the revolution. His dad was very 

well off. They owned a ranch. They owned a drugstore. They 

owned a cantina. So they had Property. My dad said that he 

recalled when he was very young that generals from the army 

would come have dinner at their ranch with his dad. I think 

he was about eight when they left because the revolution was 

too much. So they sold everything. Unfortunately what 

happened to them was that my father said that they sold 

everything and they put all the money in this great big 

chest. But on the way, when they were traveling by ����� 
coach, they changed governments , Printed new money and �� � 



, 
\ 

that money was worthless. He said that they sold that money. 

They got a nickel a shovelful of money. So t_hey had to start 

over. My mom was always poor because I guess her dad left 

her mom at an early age when she was very young. She was 

pretty much raised by her grandmother on a ranch area. They 

im!"i9rated because her aunt had come up to the states and 

her mom had decided to come up. 

Il:-ITERVIEWER Did you keep up a lot of contact with your 

uncles when you were 9rowin9 up? 

GABE REYES The ones in the country , yeah. We didn't 

have any contact with the ones 0 living ih Mexico. My dad only 

a brother and I think five sisters. My dad was the oldest 

and his dad died pretty soon after they had gotten here in 

an automobile accident. So he pretty much had to be involved 

in raising the family, him and his brother. So he
0

always had 

close contact with his sisters because he was k~nd of the 

p•triarch of the family after that. 

INTERVIEWER Did they live in the San Jose are-? 

GABE REYES No they're all down in the L.A. area i0xnard 1 

Indio, and Ventura. My mom had her sister,her brother and 

half brother.Her half-brother lived here in San Jose but he 

passed away. So he had some family that we are still in 

contact with. My aunt lived in Cochilla, Indio area, so I 

have some c_ousins down • there; although they both passed 

away. My uncle -also lived down there in that area. So I have 

9uite a few cousins down th•re. 

INTERVIEWER Do you 90 down there often? 

GABE REYES Only when someone passes away, really. That's 

the only time I really ever see them. 

INTERVIEWER So your family has gotten sort of 

Americanized in some ways? I know that's what happened to my 

family. My dad was an immigrant, he came here when he was 

very young, but ... 

that money was worthless. He said that they sold that money. 
They got a nickel a shovelful of money. So they had to start 
over. My mom was always poor because I guess her dad left 
her mom at an early age when she was very young. She was 
Pretty much raised by her grandmother on a ranch area. They 
imm igrated because her aunt had come up to the states and 
her mom had decided to come up. 

INTERVIEWER Did you keep up a lot of contact with your 
uncles when you were growing up? 

GABE REYES The ones in the country , yeah. We didn't 
have any contact with the ones living in Mexico. My dad only 
a brother and I think five sisters. My dad was the oldest 
and his dad died Pretty soon after they had gotten here in 
an automobile accident. So he pretty much had to be involved 
in raising the family, him and his brother. So he always had 
close contact with his sisters because he was kind of the 

P atriarch of the family after that. 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

Did they live in the San Jose area? 

No they re all down in the L.A. area :Oxnard, 
Indio, and Ventura. My mom had her sister,her brother and 
half brother.Her half-brother lived here in San Jose but he 
passed away. So he had some family that we are still in 
contact with. My aunt lived in Cochilla, Indio area, so I 
have some cousins down there; although they both Passed 
away. My uncle also lived down there in that area. So I have 
quite a few cousins down there. 

INTERVIEWER Do you 9o down there often? 

GABE REYES Only when someone Passes away, really. That's 
the only time I really ever see them. 

INTERVIEWER So your family has gotten sort of 
Americanized in some ways? I know that's what happened to my 
family. My dad was an immigrant, he came here when he was 
very young, but... 



GABE REYES I don't know how Americanized we've gotten 

but we've just not kept in contact. Well its kind of the 

nature of my dad. My dad was a very quiet individual. He was 

a real stay at home person. I mean we never went anywhere. 

INTERVIEWER Did he do a· lot about education in your 

family? Was it a bi9 issue in your family? 

GABE REYES No it was pretty much survival. My dad, I 

think, had gone only to the fifth grade and my mom had 

something like to the second or third grade. So neither one 

had much education.·Actually it was more of a matter of 

getting out of school as fast as possible in order to help 

the family. My dad and I actually had kind of a stron9 

confrontation about my wanting to 90 to junior colle9e. He 

was very opposed to it. He finally relented simply because 

our.financial need was not as great at that time because my 

other brothers and sisters were working, contributing to the 

house. So he relented and said I could 90 for two years. 

After the two years passed it was no longer an issue for 

him. In fact, later on, after I had already picked up my 

B.A. and was still in school, he encouraged me very much at 

that time to continue on and 90 as far as I coL1ld in 

education. So he had a change of mind. 
', 

INTERVIEWER So you went to junior college right out of 

high school? And then from junior colle9e to a four year 

college? 

GABE REYES We! 1, actually tehat happened is that I went 

to junior college pretty much.as a peer thing. That's where 

my close fr-lends were going so· I went there. The problem was 

that they flunked out a_fter tt;ie first year; so I stayed 

there another half year. I was eligible to go to a state 

college because I had varily 900d grades. So I stayed there 

another semester because I had gotten myself into academic 

troLtble; so it took me another semester to pull my grades 

up. Then I transferred over het•e to San Jose State because I 

GABE REYES I don't know how Americanized we've gotten 

but we've just not kept in contact. Well its kind of the 

nature of my dad. My dad was a very quiet individual. He was 

a real stay at home person. I mean we never went anywhere. 

INTERVIEWER Did he do a lot about education in your 

family? Was it a big issue in your family? 

GABE REYES No it was Pretty much survival. My dad, I 

think, had gone only to the fifth grade and my mom had 

something like to the second or third grade. So neither one 

had much education. Actually it was more of a matter of 

getting out of school as fast as possible in order to help 

the family. My dad and I actually had kind of a strong 

confrontation about my wanting to 9o to junior college. He 

was very opposed to it. He finally relented simply because 

our financial need was not as great at that time because my 

other brothers and sisters were working, contributing to the 

house. So he relented and said I could go for two year. 

After the two years Passed it was no longer an issue for 

him. In fact, later on, after I had already picked up my 

B.A. and was still in school, he encouraged me very much at 

that time to continue on and 9o as far as I could in 

education. So he had a change of mind. 
" 

INTERVIEWER So you went to junior college right out of 

high school? And then from junior college to a four year 

college? 

GABE REYES Well, actually what happened is that I went 

to junior college pretty much.as a peer thing. That's where 

my close friends were going so I went there. The Problem was 

that they flunked out after the first year; so I stayed 

there another half year. I was eligible to 9° to a state 

college because I had varily 9ood grades. So I stayed there 

another semester because I had gotten myself into academic 

trouble; so it took me another semester to pull my grades 

up. Then I transferred over here to San Jose State because I 



had another friend who had come here. That was really the 

only reason. And r" lasted here probably about a year. But I 

was workin9 ful.1-time and try[n9 to ca~ry a full load. I 

wasn't very motivated. So I ended up leavin9 and 9oin9 into 

the service. I did~'t come back to school until I had 9otten 

out of the service, 

and a ha·l f. 

came back and worked for about a year 

INTERVIEl~ER What kind of work were you doin9 when you 

went to colle9e the first tim~? 

GABE REYES When l was 9oin9 to City, after r had 

graduated, 1 was working at the shoe store·. 1 was sellin9 

shoes. It was a self service 'store. So I was the assistant 

manager. Actually there was only three people in the store: 

the manager, assistant manager and the cashier. So I was 

doing that after school every day. I did that for 1 guess a 

year. Then I started working at the post office. 

working there full-time for~ year and a half. 

r was 

Then I 

switched over to part-time because I was really strug9ling 

in school. I was doing just about everythin9. Pretty much 1 

was carryin9 mail but at times·r would also clerk or drive. 

I ended up doing special delivery and at Christmas time I 

even drove the big trucks ~~king mail from one city to 

another. I pretty much did everything. That·s what you do as 

a sub. 

INTERVIEWER Why did you decide to go.into the army? 

GABE REYES Well like I said I was stru99lin9 in school. 

Working in the post office wasn't my idea of a career. I 

didn't have any long term aspirations for that. I think it 

was just that I didn't know r~ally what I wanted to do. I 

wasn't all that happy being at home, 9oin9 to school and 

working. It just seemed like I needed a chan9e. 

INTERVIEWER What year was that? 

GABE REYES That was in 

\\ 

had another friend who had come here. That was really the 

only reason. And I lasted here probably about a year. But I 

was working full-time and trying to carry a full load. I 

wasn't very motivated. So I ended up leaving and going into 

the service. I didn't come back to school until I had gotten 

out of the service, came back and worked for about a year 

and a half. 

INTERVIEWER What kind of work were you doing when you 

went to college the first time? 

GABE REYES When I was going to City, after I had 

graduated, I was working at the shoe store. l was selling 

shoes. It was a self service ·store. So I was the assistant 

manager. Actually there was only three people in the store: 

the manager, assistant manager and the cashier. So i was 

doing that after school every day. I did that for I guess � 

year. Then I started working at the post office. 

working there full-time for a year and a half. 

I was 

Then I 

switched over to Part-time because I was really struggling 

in school. I was doing just about everything. Pretty much I 

was carrying mail but at times I would also clerk or drive. 

I ended up doing special delivery and at Christmas time I 

even drove the big trucks taking mail from one city to 

another. I pretty much did everything. That � s what you do as 

a sub. 

INTERVIEWER Why did you decide to go into the army? 

GABE REYES Well like I said I was struggling in school. 

Working in the post office wasn't my idea of a career. I 

didn't have any long term aspirations for that. I think it 

was just that I didn't know really what I wanted to do. I 

wasn't all that hapPy being at home, going to school and 

working. It just seemed like I needed a change. 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

What year was that? 

That was in ��� 



and after that I just continued to·do well in school. I had 

up~ and downs .. Junior hig~ ~as.kind of a difficult time. 

Well I was in.the top section but I was like an average 

student. I would 90 from being on the' Honor Roll to being 

off. That was because I was out on the streets half the 

time. I never did any homework. We use to go to the gym 

every night and hang out 

what everyone did. 

in the streets afte~wards. It was 

INTERVIEWER -What about ~i~h school? Were you active in 

any clubs or 90 out for sports? 

GABE REYES I wasn't involved in hi!=lh school at all 

because I went to a high school that was totally alien to 

me. l had fjt'OWn up going to Washington which at that time 

was a heavy Italian area changing to a heavy Me>:ican area .. 

So it was a good mix. I didn't feel that I stood out in any 

real way as far as being poor. At Woodrow it must have been 

2/3 Me:<ican so I certainly fit in th'ere. Woodrow was a good 

time. Even though I didn't do that good academically, I felt 

socially really good there. I ran for offices there. I wa• 

Banner custodian, Boy's Federation treasurer, simple things 

like that. It was more jus·I: being socially involved. But it 

changed completely for me when I went to high school because 

1 went to .Willow Glen High Sf~ool. The neighborhood that I 

was in the boundry was cut o~f on Willow street and so 90~ 

of the people that I knew went to either San Jose High or 

Lincoln. There was maybe 5 or 6 Chicanos that lived south of 

that street and we wen€ to Willow Glen High School. It was 

at that time a'nd continues to be today a very upper middle 

class school. Plus the fact that it was a very closed 

community because all the kids had also gone to Herbert 

Hoover "ihich is right ne:<t to Willow Glen High School.. So 

they had all known each other. 

INTERVIEWER So you were an•6utsider? 

and after that I just continued to·do well in school. I had 

up~ and downs .. Junior hig~ ~as.kind of a difficult time. 

Well I was in.the top section but I was like an average 

student. I would 90 from being on the' Honor Roll to being 

off. That was because I was out on the streets half the 

time. I never did any homework. We use to go to the gym 

every night and hang out 

what everyone did. 

in the streets afte~wards. It was 

INTERVIEWER -What about ~i~h school? Were you active in 

any clubs or 90 out for sports? 

GABE REYES I wasn't involved in hi!=lh school at all 

because I went to a high school that was totally alien to 

me. l had fjt'OWn up going to Washington which at that time 

was a heavy Italian area changing to a heavy Me>:ican area .. 

So it was a good mix. I didn't feel that I stood out in any 

real way as far as being poor. At Woodrow it must have been 

2/3 Me:<ican so I certainly fit in th'ere. Woodrow was a good 

time. Even though I didn't do that good academically, I felt 

socially really good there. I ran for offices there. I wa• 

Banner custodian, Boy's Federation treasurer, simple things 

like that. It was more jus·I: being socially involved. But it 

changed completely for me when I went to high school because 

1 went to .Willow Glen High Sf~ool. The neighborhood that I 

was in the boundry was cut o~f on Willow street and so 90~ 

of the people that I knew went to either San Jose High or 

Lincoln. There was maybe 5 or 6 Chicanos that lived south of 

that street and we wen€ to Willow Glen High School. It was 

at that time a'nd continues to be today a very upper middle 

class school. Plus the fact that it was a very closed 

community because all the kids had also gone to Herbert 

Hoover "ihich is right ne:<t to Willow Glen High School.. So 

they had all known each other. 

INTERVIEWER So you were an•6utsider? 

and after that I just continued to do well in school. I had 

ups and downs. Junior high' was_kind of a difficult time. 

Well I was in.the top section but I was like an average 

student. I would go from being on the Honor Roll to being 

off. That was because I was out on the streets half the 

time. I never did any homework. We use to go to the gym 

every night and hang out in the streets afterwards. It was 

what everyone did. 

INTERVIEWER What about high school? Were you active in 

any clubs or go out for sports? 

GABE REYES I wasn't involved in high school at all 

because I went to a high school that was totally alien to 

me. I had grown up going to Washington which at that time 

was a heavy Italian area changing to a heavy Mexican area. 

So it was a good mix. I didn t feel that I stood out in any 

real way as far as being poor. At Woodrow it must have been 

2/3 Mexican so I certainly fit in there. Woodrow was a good 

time. Even though I didn't do that good academically, I felt 

socially really good there. I ran for offices there. I was 

Banner custodian, Boy's Federation treasurer, simple things 

like that. It was more just being socially involved. But it 

changed completely for me when I went to high school because 

I went to Willow Glen High School. The neighborhood that I 

was in the boundry was cut off on Willow street and so 90% 

of the people that I knew went to either Ban Jose High or 

Lincoln. There was maybe 5 or 6 Chicanos that lived south of 

that street and we went to Willow Glen High School. It was 

at that time and continues to be today a very upper middle 

class school. Flus the fact that it was a very closed 

community because all the kids had also gone to Herbert 

Hoover which is right next to Willow Glen High School. So 

they had all known each other. 

INTERVIEWER So you wene an-outsider? 

l 



GABE REYES Yeah. The only thine that I did there was 
' 

play basketball on 1my sophmore and junior years. l was on 

the C & D not even the J.V.1 because I was small. So that was 

really the only soci_al relationships that I had. Other thain 

that I just went to class and that was it. I didn't do 

poorly I did average and a ~ouple of times I got A's and 

B '·s. 

·INTERVIEWER Was there a negative attitude towards the 

chicanes that were there? 

GABE REYES Yeah Yeah There ,-,as a real strong negative 

attitLtde. There were sitt.,ations ·where there were some fights 

there that involved ... Well I remember one particular fight 

because some guys came over from Lincoln to see this one 

chicana who was in school there. Just the fact that they 

were there created a great :big ... a near riot because they 

didn't ,-,ant them there. They basically chased them out. The 

first day I went to school I g_ot into a problem. 

INTERVIEWER Between another student who was just 

challenging you? Ho.w was·the language when you were growing 

up? Was it Spanish in the home and English in the class? 

GABE REYES Yeah, althqugh -1 had a weakness in English· 

academically. It's still a weak area for me. Grammar, I am 

not good at. I only took Engl.ish through 1A. I never even 

took 1B because it is a weakness for me. I mean I got C's, 

but that was all I .could do. Most other things I could do 

we·11 in if I wanted to. Engli:,sh is an area I never· could do 

well in. But it was never a communication problem. I mean I 

only spoke Span~sh before I s~arted school. So inia~ially I 

probably had an accent but I didn't have it fqr long. It 

wasn't a problem of being abl~ to ~omm~nicate. 

INTERVIEWER What was the environment like in the junior 

college you went to? Was it a continuation from Willow Glen? 

GABE REYES Yeah. The only thing that I did there was 
play basketball on ' my sophmore and junior years. I was on 
the C & D not even the J.V.' because I was small. So that was 
really the only social relationships that I had. Other than 
that I just went to class and that was it. I didn't do 
poorly I did average and a couple of times I got A's and 
B � �• 

INTERVIEWER Was there a negative attitude towards the 
chicanos that were there? 

GABE REYES Yeah Yeah There was a real strong negative 
attitude. There were situations where there were some fights 
there that involved ... Well I remember one Particular fight 
because some guys came over from Lincoln to see this one 
chicana who was in school there. Just the fact that they 
were there created a great big ... a near riot because they 
didn't want them there. They basically chased them out. The 
first day I went to school I got into a problem. 

INTERVIEWER Between another student who was just 
challenging you? How was the language when you were growing 
up? Was it Spanish in the home and English in the class? 

GABE REYES Yeah, although I had a weakness in English 
academically. It's still a weak area for me. Grammar, I am 
not good at. I only took English through 1A. I never even 
took 1B because it is a weakness for me. I mean I got C', 
but that was all I could do. Most other things I could do 
well in if I wanted to. English is an area I never could do 
well in. But it was never a communication problem. I mean I 
only spoke Spanish before I started school. So iniatially I 
probably had an accent but I didn't have it for long. It 
wasn't a problem of being able to communicate. 

I NTERV IEWER What was the environment like in the junior 
college you went to? Was it a continuation from Willow Glen? 



GABE REYES NO. No. San Jose City College was not any 

kind of elite school so it had a wide range of people going 

there. I don't· recall the ethnicity stand in9 out. I don't 

even recall ~hat it was. I assume that it had a decent mix 

because basically anyone who didn't qualify to 90 to a four 

year college had no choice but to 90 there. So it had a wide 

-range _of people. Whereas Willow Glen was a very homogeneous. 

Which aside from being just an Anglo school it had stong 

homogeneous characteristics otherwise. The economic 

characteristics, most of the stLtdents' parents were 

professional peep.le. There weren't laborers. The living 

environment was completely different. The section of town 

was distinct. It was very snobbish. I never went to a sin~le 

dance. 

INTERVIEWER Did your buddies who were 9oin9 to Lincoln 

and San Jose High, would they;go to all of the dances? 

GABE REYES Well I talk to them and the~ were all 

involved in the social life of those schools. But I'd rarely 

see them. l would only see them occassionally. So I didn't 

have too much contact with them at that time. 

INTERVIEWER What about San Jose State? What was the 

environment l Hee? You wei,e there· around '63? Was that around 
' when Kennedy was assasinated? 

GABE REYES Yeah. It was kind of different. The main 

thing about my situation in S~n Jose State is that I was a 

pre-med major. I was carrying heavy Math, Science classes: 

chemistry, physics. So I was really kind of totally occupied 

with studying and working. I was very little involved with 

the campus lif.e. I almost don't know what campus life was. 

INTERVIEWER You probably weren't involved in the 

neighborhood situation too much either'? l~ere you still 

living with your folks? 

GABE REYES NO. No. San Jose City College was not any 

kind of elite school so it had a wide range of people going 

there. I don't recall the ethnicity standing out. I don't 

even recall what it was. I assume that it had a decent mix 

because basically anyone who didn't qualify to 9° to a four 

year college had no choice but to 90 there. So it had a wide 

range of people. Whereas Willow Glen was a very homogeneous. 

Which aside from being just an Anglo school it had stong 

homogeneous characteristics otherwise. The economic 

characteristics, most 

Professional people. 

of the students Parents were 

There weren't laborers. The living 

environment was completely different. The section of town 

was distinct. It was very snobbish. I never went to a single 

dance. 

INTERVIEWER Did your buddies who were going to Lincoln 

and San Jose High, would they.go to all of the dances? 

GABE REYES Well I talk to them and they were all 

involved in the social life of those schools. But I'd rarely 

see them. I would onl y see them occassionally. So I didn't 

have too much contact with them at that time. 

INTERVIEWER What about San Jose State? What was the 

environment like? You were there around '63? Was that around 
I 

when Kennedy was assasinated? 

GABE KEYES Yeah. It was kind of different. The main 

thing about my situation in San Jose State is that I was a 

Pre-med major. I was carrying heavy Math, Science classes: 

chemistry, Physics. So I was really kind of totally occupied 

with studying and working. I was very little involved with 

the campus life. I almost don't know what campus life was. 

INTERVIEWER You Probably weren't involved in the 

neighborhood situation too much either? Were you still 

living with your folks? 
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GABE .REYES At that time? Yeah. N□_, I was pretty much 

c □min9 t□ classes, 9□ in9 t □ the library and 9□ in9 t □ work. 

INTERVIEWER What motivated y□LI t □ become a pre-med major? 

GABE REYES Oh not much choices. A friend that I had 

going here was a pre-med major. I like chemistry. I did do 

well in chemistry in hi9h school. There ,was a l □ t □f 

chemistry in a pre-med area. S□ that's what I declared as a 

ma. .. ior. 

INTERVIEWER When y□LI went. int□ the Army what was your 

experiences in the Army? I mean that was when Vietnam was 

just beginning. Was that in your mind when you enlisted? 

GABE REYES Oh yeah I knew what was 9 □ in9 □n. But at that 

time l was pretty much coming from a basic Me:<ican .back-

ground. My family, all our relatives, everybody military 

service is a standard thing. We have a tradition of the 

males 9□ in9 int□ the service._My oldest brother had been in 

the Air Force. He spent his time in Germany. My other 

brother enlisted in the Marines. I don't know how, but I 

don't think he lasted a week □ r two. They kicked him out. He 

couldn"t adjust t□ that. Th•t particular brother went to 

Willow Glen. He got out □f there, he went t □ San Jose and 
C 

they threw ht.m out □f thet•e. He went t □ Lincoln and they 

threw him out □ f there. Then t-ie went int□ the Marines. 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

What was he? J~~t wild? 

Uhh just real_ independent I guess. He just 

wasn't int□• being ordered around by anybody. It wasn't like 

he was out getting int□ tr□ubl' all of the time. The kind □f 

trouble he got int□ was fights at the dances. Just t~e usual 

rabble rousing. He wasn't int□ drugs □ r hold-ups □ r ca~ 

thefts □ r any □f that kind □f. stuff. 

INTERVIEWER Where did you serve your time at in the Army? 

GABE REYES At that time? Yeah. No, I was Pretty much 

coming to classes, going to the library and going to work. 

INTERVIEWER What motivated you to become a pre-med major? 

GABE REYES Oh not much choices. A friend that I had 

going here was a Pre-med major. I like chemistry. I did do 
well in chemistry in high school. There was a lot of 
chemistry in a Pre-med area. So that's what I declared as a 

major. 

INTERVIEWER When you went into the Army what was your 
experiences in the Army? I mean that was when Vietnam was 
just beginning. Was that in your mind when you enlisted? 

GABE REYES Oh yeah I knew what was going on. But at that 
time I was pretty much coming from a basic Mexican back­
ground. My family, all our relatives, everybody military 
service is a standard thing. We have a tradition of the 
males going into the service. My oldest brother had been in 
the Air Force. He spent his time in Germany. My other 
brother enlisted in the Marines. I don't know how, but I 
don 't think he lasted a week or two. They kicked him out. He 
couldn t adjust to that. That Particular brother went to 
Willow Glen. He got out of there, he went to San Jose and 
they threw him out of there. He went to Lincoln and they 
threw him out of there. Then he went into the Marines. 

INTERVIEWER What was he? Just wild? 

GABE REYES Uhh just real independent I guess. He 
wasn't into being ordered around by anybody. It wasn't 

just 
like 

he was out getting into trouble all of the time. The kind of 
trouble he got into was fights at the dances. Just the usual 
rabble rousing. He wasn't into drugs or hold-ups or car 
thefts or any of that kind of stuff. 

INTERVIEWER Where did you serve your time at in the Army? 

� 
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GABE REYES I spent my first tour ... well I did my basic 

here at Fort Ord. Then they sent me to Alabama. I was in 

Alabama for four months at the heliocopter school. From 

there they sent me to Korea. I was thirteen months in Korea. 

1 came back from Korea to Te><as. I was in Te>:as for four 

months, I think it was. Then I spent ~y last ten.months in 

Vietnam. 

INTERVIEWER 

in Vietnam? 

GABE REYES 

Did you see any actual fighting when you were 

Yeah the whole time. I was a heliocopter 

machinesunner so I spent my-whole time ... I had something 

like over 400 hours of combat.time. In Korea that was the 

time that they were having some conflicts along the border. 

I was in an • aviation unit so we would hear about some 

skirmishes going on but I wasn't in the D.M.C .. Our planes 

would fly up and down. We had Mohawk surveillance aircraft 

as part of our unit. So they would fly up and down the 

D.M.C., but we were far enough from the D.M.C .. We had 

infiltrators coming across occassional ly. They caught this 

little two man sub just up the river from where we were at. 

But that's the closest any contact came to us. 

INTERVIEWER In your time.: in Vietnam were there any 

e>:periences that stand out in· your mind now? 

GABE REYES I guess the m-jor impact of Vietnam was the 

confusion and the compleKity of the conflict. I think that's 

what everybody recognizes now· that it was kind of a 

problematic war. The thing that to me was the most difficult 

was ... well part of it has to do with e>:pectations. You grow 

up with John 'Wayne on the T.V. and the American soldiers 

being the good guys. Well that wasn't case. The greatest 

problem over there was that Y?Y didn't know if you were the 

good guys or the bad guys. There was no ... you couldn't get 

the messages clear. 1 mean it· wasn't like there was somebody 

there for you to save or help because .nobody could be 

GABE REYES I spent my first tour...well I did my basic 

here at Fort Ord. Then they sent me to Alabama. I was in 

Alabama for four months at the heliocopter school. From 

there they sent me to Korea. 
1 came back from Korea to 

months, I think it was. Then 

Vietnam. 

I was thirteen months in Korea. 

Texas. I was in Texas for four 

I spent my last ten.months in 

INTERVIEWER 
in Vietnam? 

Did you see any actual fighting when you were 

GABE REYES Yeah the whole time. I was a heliocopter 

machinegunner so I spent my-whole time...I had something 

like over 400 hours of combat time. In Korea that was the 
time that they were having some conflicts along the border. 

I was in an aviation unit so we would hear about some 

skirmishes going on but I wasn't in the D.M.C.. Our Planes 

would fly up and down. We had Mohawk surveillance aircraft 
as Part of our unit. So they would fly up and down the 

D.M.C., but we were far enough from the D.M.C.. We had 

infiltrators coming across occassionally. They caught this 

little two man sub just up the river from where we were at. 
But that's the closest any contact came to us. 

INTERVIEWER In your time: in Vietnam were there any 

experiences that stand out in your mind now? 

GABE REYES I guess the major impact of Vietnam was the 

confusion and the complexity of the conflict. I think that's 

what everybody recognizes now that it was kind of a 

problematic war. The thing that to me was the most difficult 

was...well part of it has to do with expectations. You grow 
up with John Wayne on the T.V. and the American soldiers 
being the good guys. Well that wasn't case. The greatest 

problem over there was that y ou didn't know if you were the 

good guys or the bad guys. There was no...you couldn't 9et 
the messages clear. I mean it wasn't like there was somebody 

there for you to save or help because nobody could be 



' .~ , ....... 
trusted, It vj.;;.sn't like you haci any allies, That you coutd 

clearly see that you were rescctin!=I or freein9 anybody. I 

mean you see the movies of World War II where the U.S. 

troops 90 in and liberate France; clearly they were allies, 

They were happy to see you, We didn't have any of that kind 

of experience, The people that were there, you couldn't tell 

the difference between a V,C, who was,,. (end of tape 1l, 

, There was no espirit d'corp. Everybody was putting in their 

time waiting to 9et out oJ this confusing situation we all 

9ot put into, There wasn't any idea of 9ainin9 ground, of 

liberating any ground, any territory,• You could 90 in and 

take over an area and then just leave it. I mean there 

wasn't any sense to havin!3 to control any area, There wasn't 

any sense to liberatin9 anybody. The people were there 

basically surviving, the South Vietnamese, and their 

survival involved doing whatever they could to survive: 

which meant living off of the American troops, Dains 
' whatever they could to take whatever they could from the 

American troops or the V,C,, It-didn't matter, I mean you 90 

into a little town and they were selling to American troops 

during the day and selling to the V,C, at ni9htime. There 

wasn·t anything about loyalty, I mean there was but it was 

difficult to find, Basically, it wasn't like what you expect 

it to be: the people know that you are on their side or not 

on their side, It was this is a customer and this is a 

cctstomer, It didn't matter, 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

of '68, 

INTERVIEWER 

it. 

GABE REYES 

When were you in Vietnam e:<actly? 

I was there from Augusi of '67 through June 

So you were right there during the meat of 

I was there during Tet, Tet was probably the 

major conflict time, It was at:least during my time there, 

' .~ , ....... 
trusted, It vj.;;.sn't like you haci any allies, That you coutd 

clearly see that you were rescctin!=I or freein9 anybody. I 

mean you see the movies of World War II where the U.S. 

troops 90 in and liberate France; clearly they were allies, 

They were happy to see you, We didn't have any of that kind 

of experience, The people that were there, you couldn't tell 

the difference between a V,C, who was,,. (end of tape 1l, 

, There was no espirit d'corp. Everybody was putting in their 

time waiting to 9et out oJ this confusing situation we all 

9ot put into, There wasn't any idea of 9ainin9 ground, of 

liberating any ground, any territory,• You could 90 in and 

take over an area and then just leave it. I mean there 

wasn't any sense to havin!3 to control any area, There wasn't 

any sense to liberatin9 anybody. The people were there 

basically surviving, the South Vietnamese, and their 

survival involved doing whatever they could to survive: 

which meant living off of the American troops, Dains 
' whatever they could to take whatever they could from the 

American troops or the V,C,, It-didn't matter, I mean you 90 

into a little town and they were selling to American troops 

during the day and selling to the V,C, at ni9htime. There 

wasn·t anything about loyalty, I mean there was but it was 

difficult to find, Basically, it wasn't like what you expect 

it to be: the people know that you are on their side or not 

on their side, It was this is a customer and this is a 

cctstomer, It didn't matter, 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

of '68, 

INTERVIEWER 

it. 

GABE REYES 

When were you in Vietnam e:<actly? 

I was there from Augusi of '67 through June 

So you were right there during the meat of 

I was there during Tet, Tet was probably the 

major conflict time, It was at:least during my time there, 

' .~ , ....... 
trusted, It vj.;;.sn't like you haci any allies, That you coutd 

clearly see that you were rescctin!=I or freein9 anybody. I 

mean you see the movies of World War II where the U.S. 

troops 90 in and liberate France; clearly they were allies, 

They were happy to see you, We didn't have any of that kind 

of experience, The people that were there, you couldn't tell 

the difference between a V,C, who was,,. (end of tape 1l, 

, There was no espirit d'corp. Everybody was putting in their 

time waiting to 9et out oJ this confusing situation we all 

9ot put into, There wasn't any idea of 9ainin9 ground, of 

liberating any ground, any territory,• You could 90 in and 

take over an area and then just leave it. I mean there 

wasn't any sense to havin!3 to control any area, There wasn't 

any sense to liberatin9 anybody. The people were there 

basically surviving, the South Vietnamese, and their 

survival involved doing whatever they could to survive: 

which meant living off of the American troops, Dains 
' whatever they could to take whatever they could from the 

American troops or the V,C,, It-didn't matter, I mean you 90 

into a little town and they were selling to American troops 

during the day and selling to the V,C, at ni9htime. There 

wasn·t anything about loyalty, I mean there was but it was 

difficult to find, Basically, it wasn't like what you expect 

it to be: the people know that you are on their side or not 

on their side, It was this is a customer and this is a 

cctstomer, It didn't matter, 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

of '68, 

INTERVIEWER 

it. 

GABE REYES 

When were you in Vietnam e:<actly? 

I was there from Augusi of '67 through June 

So you were right there during the meat of 

I was there during Tet, Tet was probably the 

major conflict time, It was at:least during my time there, 

trusted. It ���� �� 
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like you had any allies. That you could 

clearly see that you were rescuing or freeing anybody. I 

mean you see the movies of World War II where the U.S. 

troops 9o in and liberate France; clearly they were allies. 
They were happy to see you. We didn't have any of that kind 

of experience. The people that were there, you couldn't tell 

the difference between a V.C. who was...(end of tape 1). 
There was no espirit d'corp. Everybody was putting in their 
time waiting to get out of this confusing situation we all 
got Put into. There wasn t any idea of gaining ground, of 
liberating any ground, any territory. You could go in and 
take over an area and then just leave it. I mean there 

wasn't any sense to having to control any area. There wasn t 
any sense to liberating anybody. The people were there 
basically surviving, the South Vietnamese, and their 
survival involved doing whatever they could to survive: 
which meant living off of the American troops. Doing 
whatever they could to take whatever they could from the 
American troops or the V.C.. It didn't matter. I mean you go 
into a little town and they were selling to American troops 
during the day and selling to the V.C. at nightime. There 
wasn t anything about loyalty. I mean there was but it was 
difficult to find. Basically, it wasn't like what you expect 
it to be: the People know that you are on their side or not 
on their side. It was this is a customer and this is � 
customer. It didn't matter. 

INTERVIEWER 

GABE REYES 

f '68. 

INTERVIEWER 
it. 

GABE KEYES 

When were you in Vietnam exactly? 

I was there from August of '67 through June 

So you were right there during the meat of 

I was there during Tet. Tet was probably the 
major conflict time. It was at-least during my time there. 



I NT ERV I El~ER There's a lot of controversy abou.t Tet. I 

don't know if you. have been reading it but there is a lot of 

debate over what is the historical significance of that 

offensive. You. know some p•ople say that militarily the V.C. 

lost but pdlitically they won. 

GABE REYES Well I imagine~that's the case. I'll tell you 

from my own eHperience, and. 'it's hard to say because I 

was~·t all over the country, but where I was at and the are~ 

was considerable becaLtse we flew all over that area we won 

the war the whole time I was there. We were never losing the 

war. Our whole time was spent trying t'o 

trying to get into fights. We were never, 

find the enemy, 

we may have I come 

dut on the losing end in some_!ndividual battles but nothing 

major. So militarily I never.had the sense that we were 

losing the war. Morally, ph\losophically, politically we 

clearly weren't winning anything. The individual soldier, I 

don't know if the soldier was trying to win any of that. The 
,. h '" 

soldier was just trying to fight the war and survive it. But 

there wasn't any sense that we· re making progress in end ins· 

the war. that we're making progress in liberating these 

people who asked for our help. Those questions were gone 

almost immediately. I me?-n it didn't take you long to 

realize this is not that we are here t:o liberate and help 

someone who needs help. We didn't know· e:.:actly what the 

situation was but it wasra't that. Once you 90.t there and 

seen it' that was all you had to look forward to: just get 
. 

' out, putting your time in and gett~ns out. 

INTERVIEWER Now the people you were serving with ,~ere 

they all a mixed bag? 

GABE REYES 

primarily Anglo. 

Ethnically? Yeah I say my company was 
' B•-tt that was because my company was a 

heliocopter·unit. The people ,who weht into the heliocopter 

units were primarily tested in. 

INTERVIEWER So your college-background helped you get in? 

I NT ERV I El~ER There's a lot of controversy abou.t Tet. I 

don't know if you. have been reading it but there is a lot of 

debate over what is the historical significance of that 

offensive. You. know some p•ople say that militarily the V.C. 

lost but pdlitically they won. 

GABE REYES Well I imagine~that's the case. I'll tell you 

from my own eHperience, and. 'it's hard to say because I 

was~·t all over the country, but where I was at and the are~ 

was considerable becaLtse we flew all over that area we won 

the war the whole time I was there. We were never losing the 

war. Our whole time was spent trying t'o 

trying to get into fights. We were never, 

find the enemy, 

we may have I come 

dut on the losing end in some_!ndividual battles but nothing 

major. So militarily I never.had the sense that we were 

losing the war. Morally, ph\losophically, politically we 

clearly weren't winning anything. The individual soldier, I 

don't know if the soldier was trying to win any of that. The 
,. h '" 

soldier was just trying to fight the war and survive it. But 

there wasn't any sense that we· re making progress in end ins· 

the war. that we're making progress in liberating these 

people who asked for our help. Those questions were gone 

almost immediately. I me?-n it didn't take you long to 

realize this is not that we are here t:o liberate and help 

someone who needs help. We didn't know· e:.:actly what the 

situation was but it wasra't that. Once you 90.t there and 

seen it' that was all you had to look forward to: just get 
. 

' out, putting your time in and gett~ns out. 

INTERVIEWER Now the people you were serving with ,~ere 

they all a mixed bag? 

GABE REYES 

primarily Anglo. 

Ethnically? Yeah I say my company was 
' B•-tt that was because my company was a 

heliocopter·unit. The people ,who weht into the heliocopter 

units were primarily tested in. 

INTERVIEWER So your college-background helped you get in? 

INTERVIEWER There s a lot of controversy about Tet. I 

don't know if you have been reading it but there is a lot of 

debate over what is the historical significance of that 

offensive. You know some people say that militarily the V.C. 

lost but politically they won. 

GABE REYES Well I imagine=that's the case. I'll tell you 

from my own experience, and. it's hard to say because I 

wasn't all over the country, but where I was at and the area, 

was considerable because we flew all over that area we won 

the war the whole time I was there. We were never losing the 

war. Dur whole time was spent trying to 

trying to get into fights. We were never, 

find the 

we may have 

enemy, 
1 come 

out on the losing end in some individual battles but nothing 

major. So militarily I never had the sense that we were 

losing the war. Morally, philosophically, Politically we 

clearly weren't winning anything. The individual soldier, I 

don t know if the soldier was trying to win any of that. The 
� 
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soldier was just trying to fight the war and survive it. But 

there wasn't any sense that we're making progress in ending 

the war. that we're making progress in liberating these 

people who asked for our help. Those questions were gone 

almost immediately. I mean it didn't take you long to 

realize this is not that we are here to liberate and help 

someone who needs help. We didn't know exactly what the 

situation Was 

seen it, that 

out, Putting 

INTERVIEWER 

but it wasn't 

Was all you had 

your time in and 

that. Once you 

to look forward 

getting out. 

got 

to: 

there 

just 

and 

9et 

Now the people you were serving with were 

they all a mixed bag? 

GAEE KEYES Ethnically? Yeah I say my company was 

primarily Anglo. But that was because my company was a 

heliocopter unit. The people who went into the heliocopter 

units were Primarily tested in. 

INTERVIEWER So your college background helped you get in? 



GABE REYES Yeah, I didn"t ask to get into that. In fact 

I had enlis~ed to go airborne and they just redirected me. 

INTERVIEWER Why did you want to go in airborne? More 

action? 

GABE REYES Just part of family tradition. Just what 

people in my family did (laughter). There was a few people, 

probably, actually I can remember that in my s9uad there was 

only one Ch±cano and two or three blacks. That was about it. 

INTERVIEWER When you got back here to the States that was 

after Kins was killed, assasinated and Kennedy. What was 

going throLtgh your head? Were -you just trying to get back 

into the swing of things? 

Gi~BE REYES Yeah, when I c•me back I went to City College 

for a se~ester and got a job.· I didn"t even ask for a job. A 

friend of mine got me a job. This f~iend of mine had been in 

the Marines. A close friend of mine, somebody who I grew up 

with. After sitting around the house for a month; I was 

having a good time; I 

anything but resting; 

didn"t have any intention of doing 

but I guess he thought that I was 

getting into a rut or something. So he talked to a friend of 

his who was a supervisor in a company. Got me a job and I 

thought,''what the hell I guess I"ll go''• So I went ahead and 

started to work. But even at that I asked him, "Well I'll go 

work but 1 want a job where I can be alone.'' I didn"t 

realize at the time but • I really was ,0ecovering from the 

effects of the war. I really wasn"t into ... I don't know 

exactly what I was into. I wasn·t into much of anything. 

Anyway he got me a job as a receiving inspector working in a 

room.inspecting the.products, the raw materials. I went 

ahead _and enrolled i-n school and started taking l guess one 

class .. I was working swin9 shift. And then it was a new 

company and they started expanding 9uickly. So they needed a 

supervisor for the swing shift for 9uality control .. So they 

asked me to do it a.nd • I said nah I didn't want to supervise 

GABE REYES Yeah, I didn't ask to get into that. In fact 

I had enlisted to go airborne and they just redirected me. 

INTERVIEWER Why did you want to go in airborne? More 

action? 

GABE REYES Just Part of family tradition. Just what 

people in my family did (laughter). There was a few people, 

probably, actually I can remember that in my squad there was 

only one Chicano and two or three blacks. That was about it. 

INTERV.IEWER When you got back here to the States that was 

after King was killed, 

going through your head? 

into the swing of things? 

assasinated and 

Were you just 

Kennedy. What 

trying to get 

Was 

back 

GABE REYES Yeah, when I came back I went to City College 

for a semester and got a job. I didn t even ask for a job. A 

friend of mine got me a job. This friend of mine had been in 

the Marines. A close friend of mine, somebody who I grew up 

with. After sitting around the house for a month; I was 

having a good time; I didn't have any intention of doing 

anything but resting; but I guess he thought that I was 

getting into a rut or something. So he talked to a friend of 

his who was a supervisor in a company. Got me a job and I 

thought,"what the hell I guess I'll go". So I went ahead and 

started to work. But even at that I asked him, "Well I'Il go 

work but I want a job where I can be alone." I didn't 

realize at the time but I really was recovering from the 

effects of the war. I really wasn't into... I don't know 

exactly what I was into. I Wasn't into much of anything. 

Anyway he got me a job as a receiving inspector working in a 

room inspecting the products, the raw materials. I went 

ahead and enrolled in school and started taking I guess one 

class.. I was working swing shift. And then it was a new 

company and they started expanding quickly. 5o they needed a 

supervisor for the swing shift for quality control. So they 

asked me to do it and I said nah I didn't want to supervise 



r 

anybody. So there was this gL!Y· ••ho asked me if f woufd. mind 

just helping them out if they had problems, if they need 

some help with somethinB because it was all women. I was the 

only male in.that section, the quality control section. So I 

said O.K. I don't know what he told them but I just sot 

barraged with things. They were just constaritly over there 

for me to come over and straighten out this thins .or that. 

Basically they needed supervision. They didn't have anybody 

so they just used me for that. So I said well fi.ne they are 

already using me I might as well do it. So they changed me 

from being a receiving 9ooi:ls inspector to a 9uality control 

section supervisor. And all of that ·was happening very 

9uickly. I went from being a receiving goods inspector to a 

quality control section -supervisor in two months .. I did that 

for about four months and: then they opened a plant in New 

Jersey. It was G.R.T. corporation: General Recorded Tape. 

Makin9 cassettes and 4 track and 8 track. So they bought 

this company in New Jersey and they asked me to 90 back as 

the quality control manager. It was fine with me .. I wanted 

to get away from home f'or a while. Mentally 1 was having 

some diffuculty being at· home. _I didn't particularly want my 

mom to see me. I was unable to sit down and eat. I couldn't 

hold a fork. My hand would just shake. I don't know why, it 

was just shaking. So I would do that, get up and walk out. 

·Sometimes I would fall asleep· eating and my mom would come 
.:in and tur~ off the light. I would hear her. I mean mom was 

very quiet but I would hear her and I woUld come flying out 

of bed and scare her because ... 1 don· t know. I hear the 

noises, you know, so I thought, 'Oh man it's no good·. So I 

took a.dvanta9e ~nd went ·back to New Jersey. It was real nice 

for me. IE 9ave me the chance to 9et away and I wasn't so 
self-conscious anymore because nobody. knew me. So I worked 

back there for a -year and a half and so finally I just said 

1 am ready to 90 back home. 

INTERVIEWER When did you set your B.A.? 
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self-conscious anymore because nobody. knew me. So I worked 
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1 am ready to 90 back home. 
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only male in.that section, the quality control section. So I 
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very quiet but I would hear her and I woUld come flying out 
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1 am ready to 90 back home. 

INTERVIEWER When did you set your B.A.? 
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anybod y . So there was th i s  g uy who asked me i f  I wbu ld mind 
j ust  help i ng  them out i f  they had p rob l ems, i f  they need 
some h e l p  w i th someth i ng because i t  was a l l  women . I was the 

on l y ma le  i n  that sec t i on , the qua l i ty con t ro l  sec t i on .  So I 
sa i d  O . K .  I don t know what he told them but  I just got 
bar raged wi th th i ngs .  They were j ust  constant l y over there 
for me to come over and s t ra i ghten out t h i s  th ing  or that . 
Bas i cal l y  they needed superv i s i on .  They d i d n ' t  have anybody 
so they j ust used me for that . So I sa i d  we l l  f ine they are 
a l ready us i ng me I m ight  as we l l  do i t .  So they changed me 
f rom bei ng a rece iv ing  g oods i n sp ec tor t o  a q ua l i ty con t ro l  
sec t i on sup erv i sor.  And a l l  of t hat was happen ing very 
qu i c k l y . I wen t f rom be ing a rece i v i ng goods i nsp ec tor to  a 
qual i ty con t ro l sec t i on sup erv isor  i n  two mon ths. I d i d that 
for abou t four mon ths and;  then they op ened a p l ant  i n  New 
Jersey.  I t  was G . R . T .  corp orat i on : Genera l Recorded Tape . 
Mak ing casset tes and 4 t rac k and 8 t rack . So they bough t  
th i s  comp any i n  New Jersey and they asked me to g o bac k  as 
the q ua l i t y con t ro l manage r .  I t  was f i ne w i th me. I wan ted 
to get  away from home for a wh i l e .  Men ta l l y I was hav i ng 

some d i f f ucul t y be i ng at  home. I d i dn ' t  part i cu l arly wan t my 
mom to see me . I was unab le  to s i t  down and eat . I couldn ' t  
ho ld  a for k .  My hand wou l d  j ust  shake .  I don ' t know why , i t  
was j ust shak i ng . So I would  do that , ge t  up and wal k  out .  
Some t i mes I wou l d  fal l as l eep eat i ng and my mom wou l d  come 
in and turn o f f  the l i g h t . I wou l d  hear her .  I mean mom was 
very qu i e t  but I wou l d  hear her and I wou l d  come f l y i ng out 
of  bed and scare her because . . .  I don ' t  know . I hear the 
n o i ses , you know , so I thought , ' Oh man i t ' s no good ' .  So I 
took advan tage and wen t bac k  to  New Jersey . I t  was real  n ice 
for me . I t  gave me the c hance to get away and I wasn t so 
se l f-conscious anymore because nobody . knew me . So I worked 
bac k there for a year and a ha l f  and so f i nal ly I jus t  sa i d  
1 am ready to  go back home . 

I NTERVI EWER When d id you get  your B . A . ? 



GABE REYES I ___ p_icked i_t up in '72 when I came ba.ck. I had 

I had 

actually only completed about a year and a half of school 

when I came back on the G.I. Bill. 

INTERVIEWER What about your high school friends?· What 

were their experiences through those times? Was it varily 

similar? 

GABE REYES 

and come back; 

My one ft\iend--who had gone into the Marines 

he was a corpman so he was working in the 

hospital. Just before I went into the service I found out he 

was gay. So we were gone apart all this time when I came 

back. He was working then. He had already finished school 

and was working. When I came back I lived with another 

friend, Pete the associate director. Pete and I 9rew up 

together too. I knew Rene ;eve~ before grammar schciol. Pete 

came in to Washington elemehtary around fifth erade. He 

lived three or four blocks from us. Pete was very active in 

the Chicano movement at that time when I sot back. So I 

immediatly got immersed in the movement. Rene wasn't much 

involved in the movement so I didn't see him much for the 

next couple of years. 

INTERVIEWER 

movement? 

GABE REYES 

How e:<actly 0 was Pete involved in the 

Well he was one of the persons who started 

the campus grape b_oycott committee. He was very invo·lved in 

the farmworker movement. He and these other three friends, 

Mauro was one of them, Sid Flores and Ramon Martinez were 

the four persons who started the grape boycott committee. 

They were very successful with that. Then they l,30t active or 

maybe at the same time with M.A.S.C. which later became 

M.E.C.H.A •• When I came back, - they were just talking about 

starting a newsletter; so that was an activity that we ill 

eot involved with right away. 

,., l 

GABE REYES I p i c ked it up i n  ' 72 
spent t ime i n  schoo l but .I hadn ' t  

when I came bac k .  I had 
3°t ve ry f a r .  I had 

actua l l y on l y  comp let ed about a year and a ha l f  of school 

when I came bac k on the G . I .  B i l l .  

I NTERV I EWER What about your h i gh schoo l f r iends? What  

were the i r  experi ences th rough those ti mes? Was i t  var i l y  
s i m i lar? 

GABE REYES My one f r i end who had gone  i n to the Mar i nes 
and come bac k ;  h e  was a corpman so he was work i ng i n  the 
hosp i ta l . Just before I wen t i n to the serv ice  I found out he 
was 9y.  So we were gone apart  a l l  th i s  t ime when I came 
bac k .  He was work ing  then . He had a l ready fin i shed schoo l 
and was work i ng .  When  I came back I l ived w i th another 
f r i end , Fete the assoc i ate  d i rec tor.  Pete and I g rew up 
together too . I knew Rene ' even before g rammar schoo l . Pete 
came in to Wash ing ton e l emen tary around f i f th g rade .  He 
l i ved three or four b l ocks  f rom us . Pete was very ac t i ve i n  
the Ch i cano movemen t at  that t i me when I got bac k .  So I 
immed iat l y  go t immersed in  the movement .  Rene wasn t much 
i n vo l ved i n  the movemen t so I d i dn � t see h i m  much for the 
next coup l e  of  years . 

I NTERV I EWER 
movemen t? 

GABE REYES 

How exac t l y - was Pete i nvo l ved in  the 

We l l  he was one of the persons who started 
the campus g rape boycott  commi t tee . He was very invol ved i n  
t h e  farmworker movemen t .  He and these other th ree f r i ends ,  
Mauro was one of  them , S i d  F lores and Ramon Mar t i nez  were 
the four persons who started the g rape boycott  comm i t tee. 
They were very successful  w i th that . Then they g ot ac t i ve or 
maybe at  the same t i me wi th M . A . S . C . wh i ch l a ter  became 
M . E . C . H . A . . When I came bac k ,  they were j ust t a l k ing about 
start ing  a news l etter ;  so that was an act i v i ty that we a l l 
got invo l ved w i th r igh t away . 

a � 



INTERVIEWER That was arOLtnd 19713"? And prior to that when 

you came back from Vietnam during those two years yoL\ were 

getting yourself readjusted back into society? 

GABE REYES Yeah, well I· ~as just back in New Jersey 

workipg for a year and a half. I was here for only half a 

year. l was immersed in work. There was what, two shifts and 

I didn"t have anything else to do so I was working fro~ 8 

o'clock in the morning through the swing shift. I'd get home 

about 10 o'clock at night. Pretty much the plant and the 

people there were my whole life. 

INTERVIEWER So what was going on in the outside world, 

you basic&.l ly weren • t paying much attention to i.t? 

GABE REYES Yeah. lt"s amazing how little I knew of what 

else was goimg on. Woodst<;>ck took place when l was there. 

One of he guys who worked for me took off and went to 

Woodstock. l didn't know anything about it. I didn't read a 

thing about it. I didn"t know it happened. He came back and 

told me about it. l said, ''Wh~t in the hell is Woodstock?". 

I didn • t know a thing he was talking •about. I didn • t ·realize 

to later what the whole thing had been. Yeah a lot of .things 

were going on bLtt I was pretty much, totally involved in the 

industry there. I did know what was going on with music 

because we did music. I had to learn a lot about music and 

the groups of the time. We handled a lot of their 

recordings, did work in the recording studios, seen some of 

the recording studios we had in New York and Chicago. 

,,as about it. 

That 

INTERVIEWER You were a student in San Jose State in 1970? 

GABE REYES l came back home from New Jersey in May of 

1970. I had been corresponding a lot with my friend Pete 

Rochelle. He would send me tapes, Pete was very active with 

the grape boycott, the f~rmworkers and the student 

organizations ~f the time. So,.he would send me tapes telling 

me wnat he ~as up to. Kind of:keep me informed with what was 

INTERV IEWER That was around 1 970? And p ri or to that  when 

you came bac k f rom V i etnam dur ing  those two years you were 

get t i ng yourse l f  read j us ted back  i n to soc i ety? 

GABE REYES Y eah , we l l  I was j ust  bac k in  New J ersey 

work ing for a year and a ha l f .  I was here for on l y  ha l f  a 

year .  I was immersed i n  work . There was what , t wo sh i f ts  and 

I d i dn ' t  have anyth ing  e l se to do so I was work ing  from 8 

o ' c l ock  i n  the morn i ng th rough the sw i ng sh i f t . I ' d get home 

about 10 o 'c l oc k  at n i gh t .  Fre t ty much the P l an t  and the 

peop l e  t here were my who l e  l i fe .  

I NTERV I EWER So what was go i ng on i n  the outs i de wor ld , 

you bas ica l l y  weren t pay i ng much atten t i on to it? 

GABE REYES Yeah . I t ' s  ama z i ng how l i t t l e I knew of what 

e l se was go i mg on . Woods t ock  took p l ace when I was there.  

One of he guys who worked for me took o f f  and wen t to  

Woodstoc k .  I d i dn ' t  know anyth i ng about it . I d i d n ' t  read a 

th ing  about i t .  I d i dn ' t  know i t  happened . He came bac k  and 

told  me about i t .  I sai d ,  " What i n  the he l l  is  Woodstoc k? " .  

I d i dn ' t  know a th ing he  was tal k i ng about . I d i d n ' t  rea l i ze 

to  later  what the who l e  th ing  had been . Yeah a lot  of t h i ngs  

were go i ng on  but I was p re t t y  much , tota l l y  invo l ved i n  the 

ind us t ry there .  I d id know what was go ing on w i th mus i c  

because we d i d music . I had to l earn a l ot about mus i c  and 

the g roups of the  t i me . We hand l ed a l ot of the i r  

record i ngs ,  d i d work in  the reco rd i ng stud i os ,  seen some of 

the record i ng s tud i os we had i n  New York and Ch icag o .  That 

was about i t .  

INTERVI EWER You were a s tuden t i n  San Jose State in  1 9707 

GABE REYES I came back h ome f rom New Jersey in  May of 

1 970 . I had been correspond i ng a l ot w i th my f r i end Pete 

Rochel l e .  He wou l d  send me tapes . Pete was very ac t i ve w i th 

the grape boyco t t ,  the farmworkers and the studen t 

organ i za t i ons  of  the t ime . So.. he  wou ld  send me tapes tel l i ng  

me what he  was up  to .  K i nd of : keep me i n formed w i th wha t  was 

a 
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901ng on. So when 1 came home I cal led Pete, go,t together 

with friends and ended up renting an apartment with him over 

here on Tenth Street .. I intended on 9oin9 back to San Jose 

State. That's why I had come back, to 90 to school. So we 

got an apa~tment over there. So he was very involved in 

everything, I didn't have anything else to do and I started 

tagging along with him. Basically I would end up going with 

him to the pickets at Safeway· and Lucky, to the meetings of 

the farmworkers. They had an office over there on North 

First street at the time. So I was goimg to those meetings. 

There were a couple of M.E.C.H.A. meetings that took place 

during the summer ~nd so I w~nt along with him to those 

because I wasn't working. I came back and I didn't intend to 

work. I had enough money to be able to get through. the 

summer and I was going to use the G.I. Bill to go back to 

school. So I hadn't intended on workin9 this time because 

last time I had worked too much., This time I was just 

planning on going to school. So I ended up starting to get 

involved with these things. A lot of communitj meetings 

9oin9 on. A lot_of police brutality things going on at the 

time so there were a lot of meetings. I became familiar with 

organizations like La Conferacion de La Raza. So 1 had some 

involvement with that just from attending some meetings. The 

Model Cities Program started up at the time so I was 

attending Mod~l City stuff. United People Arriba, I went out 

on the Community Alert Patrol. I really didn't know too much 

about it just enough: that it was about the police brutality 

issue. 

INTERVIEWER 

1970? What 

All of that was going on 

were your perceptions of 

in the 

all 

summer of 

of these 

or9anizations? I mean you were ~oming in varily fresh. 

GABAE REYES Well actually before I left I had attended a 

M.A.S.C. meetin9 at San Jose•City College and a couple of 

other thin9s I has attended. I was aware of, what was 
' happenin9 basically before ~ left. To me I was· aware how 

I 

g o i ng on . So when I came home I ca l led Pete ,  got together 
w i t h f r i ends and ended up ren t i ng an apartmen t w i t h  h i m  over 
here on Ten th  Stree t .  I i n tended on g o i ng bac k  to San Jose 

State . That ' s  why I had come bac k ,  to go to schoo l . So we 
got an apar tmen t over there .  So he was very i nvo l ved i n  
everyth ing , I d i dn ' t  have anyth ing  e lse to do  and I started 
tagg i ng a l ong w i th h i m .  Bas i ca l l y  I wou l d  end up g o i ng w i th 
h i m  to the P i c kets  at  Safeway and Luc ky ,  to t he meet i ngs of  
the  farmworkers . They had an off i ce over there on North 
F i rst st reet at the t i me .  So I was go img to those mee t i ngs.  
There were a coup le  of  M . E . C . H . A .  meet i ng s  that took p lace 
dur i ng the  summer and so I wen t a l ong w i th  h i m to those 
because I wasn ' t  work i ng . I came bac k  and I d i dn ' t  i n tend to  
work . I had enough money to be ab l e  to get through the 
summer and I was go i ng to use the G . I .  B i l l  to go back to 
schoo l .  So I hadn ' t  i n tended on work i ng th i s  t i me because 
l ast  t ime I had worked too muc h .  Th i s  t i me I was j ust  
P l ann ing  on  go i ng to schoo l .  So I ended up start ing  to  get 
i nvo l ved wi th these th i ng s .  A l o t  o f  commun i ty meet i ngs  
going on . A lot_ of po l ice  bruta l i ty th ings go ing  on at  the 
t i me so there were a l o t  of  meet ings . I became fam i l i ar w i th 
organ i zat i ons l i ke La Con ferac ion de La Raza. So I had some 
i nvo l vemen t w i th that j us t f rom at tend ing  some meet ings.  The 
Mode l C i t i es Frog ram started up at  the t i me so I was 
attend ing  Mode l C i ty stuf f .  Un i ted Peop le Arr iba ,  I wen t out 
on the Commun i ty Alert  Patro l .  I rea l l y  d i dn ' t  k now too much 
about i t  j ust  enough : that i t  was about the po l i ce b rutal i ty 
issue . 

I NTERV I EWER 
1 970? What  

A l l of that  was goi ng on i n  the summer of  
were your percep t i ons of al l f these 

organ i za t i ons? I mean you were com ing  i n  var i l y  f resh . 

GABAE REYES We l l  ac tua l l y  before I l e f t  I had attended a 
M . A . S . C .  meet ing  at  San Jose C i ty Co l l ege and a coup l e  of  
other th ings I has at tended . I was aware of  what was 
happen ing  bas i cal l y  before I l ef t .  

� ■ 

To me I was aware how 



serious of a thine it was and I didn't want to be dra9eed 

into this hostile thin9 that was 9oin9 to happen. I just 

couldn't handle another hostil~ thine like that rieht now at 

that time. So I was aware of· what was happening, of the 

seriousness of the issues and of my own feelin9s about it 

because I felt very sympathetic and very strongly. Heh, 

there were some very serious injustices 9oin9 on and 

somebody needed to do something about it. 

orientation already. So when l came back 

So I had the 

it was just a 

matter of O.K. I am ready to be involved with things. So I 

already knew 'what was going to happe·n more or less. 1 was 

looking forward to getting back in 

I didn't understand the extent of 

touch with the situation. 
I 

my involvement that was 

9oing to happen. I just didn't thing about it, really. There 

were some things that I just kind of 9ot dra9eed into as 

they came up, on the individual issue itsel-f. But my 

sensitivities were very strone. Everytime something came up 

I could understand, I didn't really have any diffuculty the 

seriousness of the injustice and the unfairness of it all. 

Clearly my sympathies and allegiance were, with regard to 

these issues, in support of the Chicano movement·s position. 

So I just naturally kept getting in deeper and deeper with 

th is. l,Jel l· you know school' was about to start and F'ete at 

this time was involved with three other people in the 

Farmworkers Organizing Commit~ee hera on the campus. They 

were the Farmworkers Organiz!ns Committee. It was himself 

and Sid Flot'es who is now an attorney and Mauro Chavez and 

Ramon Martinez. So the four of them and myself started to 

8et together talking about • □ .K. school is coming up what 

are we going to do?". I was basically just sitting in. They 

had already I guess been workine on the idea of putting 
.. 

together some newsletter. Ramon had gathered some .materials 

for doine layouts. So we started having meetings just before 

school started and pretty mu~h formulated the idea to go 

ahead and do this. There l"ere some politics around it like 

this was going to be called~ the Voice of M.E.C.H.A. but 

se r i ous of  a t h ing  i t  was and I d i d n ' t  wan t to be dragged 

i nto th i s  host i l e th i ng that was go ing to  happen . I j ust  

cou l dn t hand le  another host i l e  th i ng l i k e that r i gh t now at  

that  t i me . So I Was aware of what was happen ing , of  the 

ser i ousness of the i ssues and of  my own fee l i ngs  about i t  

because I f e l t  very sympathet i c  and very strong l y .  Heh , 

t here were some very ser i ous i n j ust i ces 

somebody needed to  do  someth ing abou t i t .  

o r i en tat i on a l ready .  So when I came back  

go ing  on and 

So I had the 

i t  was j ust  � 

mat ter  of O . K .  I am ready to be i nvo l ved w i th th ings .  So I 

a l ready knew what was g o i ng to h appen more or less . l was 

look ing  forward to get t i ng bac k in  touch w i th the s i tuat i on .  

I d id n ' t  understand the ex ten t of  my i nvo l vemen t that was 

go ing  to happen . I j us t  d i dn ' t  th i ng about i t ,  rea l l y .  There 

were some th i ngs that I just k i nd of  got  d ragged i n to as 

they came up , on the i n d i v i dua l i ssue i tse l f .  But my 

sens i t i vi t ies were very s t rong . Everyt ime someth ing  came up 

I cou l d  understand , I d i dn ' t  real l y  have any d i f fucu l ty the 

ser i ousness of  the i n j us t i ce and the un fa i rness of  i t  al l .  

Cl ear l y  my sympath i es and a l l eg i ance were , w i t h  regard to 

these issues , i n  support of  the Ch i cano movemen t s pos i t ion .  

So I j ust  natura l ly kep t get t ing  i n  deeper and deeper w i th 

th is . We l l  you know schoo l ' was about to start and Pete at 

th i s  t i me was invo l ved wi t h  th ree other peop l e  i n  the 

Farmworkers Organ iz i ng Commi ttee here on the campus . They 

we re the Farmworkers Organ i z i ng Comm i t tee . I t  was h i mse l f  

and S i d  F l ores who i s  now an attorney and Mauro Chavez and 

Ramon Mar t i ne z .  So the four of them and myse l f  started to 

get together t a l k i ng about ' O . K .  schoo l is  com i n g  up what 

are we go ing to do? ' .  I was bas i ca l l y  j ust  s i t t ing  i n .  They 

had a l ready I guess been work i ng on t he i dea of putt ing 

together some news l etter .  Ramon had gathered some mater i a l s  

f o r  do ing l ayouts . 5o we s tar ted h av ing meet ings j ust before 

schoo l  started and pretty  much formul a ted the i dea to go 

ahead and do th i s .  There were some pol i t i cs  aroun d i t  l i ke 

th i s  was go i ng to be ca l led- the Vo i ce of  M. E . C . H . A . but 



tt,ere vJas some issue about vihat was the M.E.C.H.A. 
·-, - ,._,. • •~ ' ,\ ·• ,.,;~• 'I, ; 

• .,.1'eadership going tc, say" a.bout it .. 

INTERVIEWER Was that M.,E.C.H.A. already or was it 

M.A.S.C.? So you weren't 

M.E.C.H.A.? 

involved when M.A.S.C. became 

GABE REYES It was M.E.C.H.A. at that time. No I wasn't, 

it had already happened. Juan Oliveras was chair of 

M.E.C.H.A. at that time so they with Juan and. No, Ramon met 

with Juan. Then Ramon came back to report to the rest of the 

group. Juan was very adamant that he wanted it to be the 

official arm of M.E.C.H.A. and to be contolled by M.E.C.H.A. 

leadership. Pete, Sid and Mauro didn't want it to be like 

that way. They wanted to do their own thine with it. They 

wanted to basically serve M.E.C.H.A. and other 9roups but 

they didn't want it to be contolled by any one group. So 

there was kind of a clash about that and as a result of that 

they decided that they needed kind of a neutral image. 

Anyway this is all my interpretation and their's maybe a 

little different because I wonder how in the heck 1 ended up 

being coordinator of that paper. My sense is that that was 

it: 1 was a new person. 1 wasn't aligned with any particular 

group within M.E.C.H.A. itself. I could be seen as a neutral 

figure head and really that all it was. The ,eay we 

structured it being a coordinator doesn't mean you run the 

thing. It means you carry· out the duties of being a 

coordinator. The people who do the writing carry out those 

duties. The people who put it to9ether. Basically it was ... 

I don·t know ... democratic, so~ething more than that. It was 

a real leveling of authority. Everyone is equal. Everyone is 

a worker .. Mv responsibility happened to be that of 

coordinator. So 1 ended up being coordinator and we got 

started in the year and that· ■ what dra99ed me heavily into . 
student politics. Because then everybody started seeina me 

.as the coordinator of this paper and started contacting me 

regarding issues and thin9s like that. One thins led to 

there was some i ssue ab out wha t was the 
. .. " • ' .  • "i � , "%' ' I , : 

19 . E . C . H . A . 
" leader=h i p  going  to say about i t .  

I NTERVI EWER Was that M .E. C . H . A .  a l ready or was i t  

M . A . S . C . ? So you weren ' t  i nvo l ved when M . A . S . C . became 

I . E . C . H . A . ? 

GABE REYES I t  was M . E . C . H . A . at that  t i me .  No I wasn t ,  
i t  had a l ready happened . Juan O l i veras was cha i r  of  

M . E . C . H . A . at  that  t i me so they w i th Juan and .  No, Ramon met 

w i th J uan . Then Ramon came bac k  to rep ort to  the rest of  the  

group . Juan was very adaman t that he  wan ted i t  to be  the 

off i c i a l  arm of  M . E . C . H . A . and to be con to l l ed b y  M . E . C . H . A . 

l eadersh i p .  Fete ,  S i d  and Mauro d i dn ' t  wan t i t  to be  l i ke 

that way . They wan ted to do  the i r  own th i ng w i th i t .  They 

wan ted to  basica l l y  serve M . E . C . H . A . and other  g roups but 

they d i dn ' t  wan t i t  to be con t o l led by  any one g roup . So 

there was kind  of a c l ash about that and as a resu l t of that 

they dec ided that they n eeded k i n d  of  a neu t ra l  i mage . 

Anyway th i s  i s  a l l my i n terp retat i on and thei r ' s  maybe a 

l i t t l e  d i f feren t because I wonder how in  the  hec k  I ended up 

be i ng coord inator of that  paper . My sen se i s  that  that was 

i t :  l was a new person . I wasn ' t  a l i gned w i th any Par t i cu l ar 

q roup w i t h i n M . E . C . H . A .  i t se l f .  I cou l d  be  seen as a neut ra l 

f i g u re head and rea l l y  t hat  a l l i t  was . The way we 

s t ruc tured i t  b e i ng a coord i nator d oesn t mean you run the 

t h i ng . I t  means you carry out the dut i es of be i ng � 

coord i nator .  The peop l e  who do the  wri t i ng carry out those 

du t ies . The peop l e  who Put i t  togethe r .  Bas i ca l l y  i t  was . . .  

I d on t know. . . democ rat ic , someth i ng  more than that . I t  was 

a rea l l eve l ing  of author i ty .  Everyone is  equa l . Everyone i s  

a wor ker . My respon s i b i l i ty happened to be  that  □f 

coord ina tor . So I ended up be i ng coord i nator and we got  

started i n  the year and that s what d ragged me heav i l y  i n to  

studen t P o l i t i c s .  Because then everybody s tarted see i ng me 

as the coord i na tor of  th i s  Paper and started con tac t i n g  me 

regard ing  i ssues and th ings  l i ke  that . One th i ng l ed to 



another and there W's're some internal strLl88les 80in8 on 

within M.E.C.H.A. itself. So we went on doing the newsletter 

for the first semester, very heavy in the campus politics at 

that time. Things were going 6n the campus that we naturally 

got involved with. Struggles with the administration for 

more funding for students. I can't remember all the issues. 

It seems that every week there was a different issue. Racism 

in the campus paper and stuff like that. I am not exactly 

sure.how but around the middle of that year there was a 

struggle within M.E.C.H.A. and I ended up in the middle of 

it trying to act as a go between. As a conse9uence of all 

that a vote was taken and JL1an Oliveras was removed as the 

chair of M.E.C.H.A. and I was voted in as chair of 

M.E.C.H.A •. During this time I had also been working with 

the EDP. I became an EDP tc1tor. Pete and myself had been 

asked by Humberto right at t~e end of summer to put together 

a screening committee to screen the new applicants. 

Basically to ma.ke the decision about who was going to be 

brought into t~e program. ' Anyhow the main thing that 

happened was in March when we did thi_s march to Sacramento. 

It was Humberto and Jose Carrasco who came up the idea of 

this march. They approached me as the chair of M.E.C.H.A. 

and I knew Jose and Humberto very well by now because I had 

worked with them. I had worked there a lot of hour~ during 

the summertime interviewing students so I had the 

opportunity to met and talk with them a lot. So they came up 

with the idea of the march and I remember it w•s myself, 

MaLlt'o, Jose, Humberto and somebody else. Jose laid it out, 

'O,K. this is the route here.·. He lai_d out a map and said, 

''I think we can do it in five days if we walk. there•s· this 

lee and this leg". So what we did one day, we drove out, 

dropped Mauro at first leg, somebody at the second, somebody 

at the third and like that. I think maybe it was Ramon and 

I, Ta pace it out and also ~o identify rest stops, lL1nch 

stops and.break. stops and water and restrooms and things 

like that. So basically, that's what we did: 90 out one day 

� � 

another and there were some i n ternal  s t rugg les go ing  on 
wi th i n  M . E . C . H . A . i tse l f. So we wen t on d o i ng the news l et ter 
for  the f i rst  semes ter ,  very heavy i n  the campus pol i t ic s  at  
that t ime . Th i ngs were go i ng on the campus that we natura l l y  
got i nvo l ved w i th .  S trugg les wi t h the admin i s t rat i on for 
more fund i ng for studen ts . I can t remember a l l  the issues . 
I t  seems that every week there was a d i f feren t i ssue . Rac i sm 
in  the campus Paper and stuff  l i ke that . I am not exac t l y  
sure how but around the m i d d l e of  that year there was a 
st rugg l e  w i th i n  M . E . C . H . A .  and I ended up i n  the midd l e  of 
i t  t ry i ng to  ac t as a go between . As a c onsequence of  a l l  
that  a vote was taken and J uan Ol i veras was removed as the 
cha i r  of M . E . C . H. A . and I was voted i n  as cha i r  of 
M . E . C . H. A. . Dur i ng th i s  t i me I had a lso been wor k ing w i th 
the EOP . I became an EDF tutor. Fete  and myse l f  had been 
asked by Humberto r ight  at the end of summer to put  together 
a sc reen ing  comm i t tee to screen the new app l i c an t s .  
Bas i ca l l y to make the dec i s i on about who was go ing to be 
b rough t i nto  the P rog ram . -Anyhow the ma i n  th ing  that 
happened was i n  March when we d i d  th is march to Sac ramen to .  
I t  was Humberto and Jose Carrasco who came up the idea of 
th i s  march . Th ey app roached me as the cha i r  of  M. E . C . H . A . 
and I knew Jose and Humberto very we l l  by now because I had 
worked w i th them . I had worked there a lot  of hours during  
the  summert i me i n terview ing  s tuden ts so I had the  
opportun i ty to  met and ta l k  w i th them a l o t . So they came up 
w i t h the i dea of  the march and I remember i t  was mysel f ,  
Mauro , J ose , Humberto and somebody else . Jose l a i d  i t  out ,  
' O . K . th i s  i s  the rou te here . � . He l a id out a map and sa i d ,  
" I  th i n k  we can do  i t  i n  f i ve days i f  we wa l k .  there ' s  th i s  
leg and t h i s  leg " .  So what  we d i d  one day , we d rove out ,  
d ropped Mauro at f i rst l eg ,  somebody a t  the second , somebody 
at  the th i rd and l i ke that . I th ink  maybe i t  was Ramon and 
I .  To pace i t  out and a l so t o iden t i fy rest stops ,  l unch 
stops and b reak stops and water and rest rooms and th ings  
l i ke that . So bas ica l ly ,  that ' s  what we d id :  9° out one day 



and laid all that OLtt. Then we went 

community organizations along the route to 

food and to help provide places to stay. 

about ~ontacting 
help provide the 

I think Jose did 

most of the thing about finding places to stay. He did a lot 

of that through the chur~h because he had· strong ties with 

the church. Because like i~ Stockton we stayed in a church. 

In the out•kirts of Sacramento we stayed.at Sacramento City 

College. In Thornton we stayed in a community center over 

there. The first day over by Livermore we stayed at a ranch 

and that was through the church. (end tape 2) So Jose was 

identifying the places to stop. Humberto was the director of 

EOP and he basically identified the issues, the concerns, 

the cutbacks. Basically save us the data. This is what is 

So going to happen if Reagan cuts out the EOP budget. 

Humberto kind of outlined the issues and the students did 

basically all the work: handled the public relations effort, 

were the spokespersons, were the manpower the personpower to 

do the walk. We went about 'setting the sleeping bags. I 

think the YMCA donated 200 'sleeping bags for us to use. 

Lawrence Ugem·s father had a_ little trucking business down 

south near Visalia. Anyway so he brought a big truck and 

that's how we transported all the supplies and sleeping 

baRs. We made contacts in Sac,'amento so we could have some 

kind of rally when we were there. 

INTERVIEWER Was there much controversy around the ma~ch? 

I understa.nd that there were some kind of changes in 

M.E.C.H.A. because the preperations wern·t being done 

effective1y? 

GABE REYES That's kind of funny. I had forgotten all 

about that. Yeah that was kind ·of the problem with the issue 

of why they voted Juan out. It had to do with the march too. 

I guess Juan's administration:~ willingness and cooperation 

in carrying out the march. 

INTERVIEWER What went down 
' 

in that meeting when they 

voted him out? Do yo Lt remember :much around that? 

1,, '\ 

an d l a i d  a l l that  out . Then we wen t about con tac t i ng 
commun i ty organ i zat ions a l ong the route to  he lp  p rov i de the 

food and to he l p  p rov i de p l aces to s tay . I th i n k  Jose d i d  

most of  the th ing  about f i nd i ng P laces to stay . He d i d a l ot 

of that  th rough the church because he had s t rong t i es w i th 

the church . Because l i ke i n  Stoc k ton we stayed i n  a church . 

I n  the outsk i rts of Sac ramen to we stayed at Sac ramen to C i ty 

Co l l ege .  I n  Thorn ton we stayed i n  a commun i ty cen ter over 

there . The f i rs t  day over b y  L ivermore we s tayed at a ranch  

and that was th rough the church . (end tape 2 )  So J ose was 

iden ti fy i ng  the p l aces to stop . Humberto was the d i rec tor of 

EOF and he bas i c a l l y  iden t i f i ed the  issues , the concerns ,  

the cutbacks .  Bas i ca l l y  gave us the data .  Th i s  i s  what is  

g o i ng to happen i f  Reagan cuts out t he EDP budget .  So 

Humberto k i nd of out l i n ed the i ssues and the studen ts d i d 

bas i cal l y  a l l the work : hand l ed the pub l i c re lat ions ef fort , 

were the spokespersons ,  were the manpower the personpower to 

do the wa l k .  We wen t about get t ing  the s leep i ng bags .  I 

thi n k  the YMCA donated 200 s l eep ing  bags for us to use . 

Lawrence Ugem s father had a l i t t l e t ruc k i n g  bus i ness down 

south near V i sa l i a .  Anyway so he b rought  a b i g  t ruc k and 

that ' s  how we t ransported a l l the supp l i es and s l eep ing 

bags .  We made con tac ts i n  Sac ramen to so we cou l d  have some 

k i nd of ra l ly when we were there . 

I N TERVI EWER Was there much con t rove rsy around the march? 

I understand that  there were some k i nd of changes i n  

� . E . C . H . A .  because the P repera t i ons  wern t b e i ng 

effec t i vely? 

done 

GABE REYES That ' s  k i nd of funny .  I had forgot ten al l 

about tha t . Yeah that  was k i nd of  the p rob lem w i th the i ssue 

of why they voted Juan out . I t  had to  do w i th  the march too . 

I guess J uan ' s  adm i n i s t rat i on ' s w i l l i ngness and cooperat i on 

i n  carry i ng out the march . 

INTERVI EWER What wen t down in  that meet i ng when they 

voted h i m out? Do you remember :much around that? 



GABE REYES. Well I remember a little bit about the final 

meeting but most of the real discussions took place outside 

the meetin9. There were a couple of real strong power groups 

at play there. Basically Juan and the people who worked 

closely with him or the leadership of M.E.C.H.A. and another 

group of people, a more diverse group of people. Those of us 

in ·the Que Tal 9roup were very behind the march and wanted 

to pull it off. There were a"couple of other,groups but I 

don· t remember e:<actly which ones who were also aligned to 

that position. There.were· actually a couple of votes taken, 

a couple of different meetings. But there was a lot of this 

feeling that 'Hey you're stacking the meeting· and things 

like that. Finally there was a well-known time and date when 

the issue was gbing to be b~ought up. Most of the people 

knew it. It wasn't on the a9e~da but most of the people knew 

it. There was some hard feelings about that because a·lot of· 

coups were soing on. A lot of_ people didn't like the idea of 

coups and some people had some strong resentments aboL1t that 

beins done. 

lNrERVIEWER 

the movement? 

GABE REYES 

1 

Do you think, that weakened or strengthened 

Well I think it would have been a lot more 

damagin!'l if we had not had the<march. 1 mean immediately in 

the same meeting where he was• put out and I was put in, my 

first thing was to set up the committees. We had to set up 

those committees. lt was.setting too close to the time that 
l - . 

we had to do this thing. So the rest of the time of that 

meeting was spent putting together the committees and the 

' chairs, making the assi9nments·of who needed to do what, and 

startin9 to plan out. 

INTERVIEWER Were 0th.er chapterzs of M.E.C.H.A. involved in 

this march on Sacramento? 

GBE REYES No, basically it was just San Jose State. 

Maybe there were some peoples· from Santa Clara. There may 
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in ·the Que Tal 9roup were very behind the march and wanted 

to pull it off. There were a"couple of other,groups but I 

don· t remember e:<actly which ones who were also aligned to 

that position. There.were· actually a couple of votes taken, 

a couple of different meetings. But there was a lot of this 

feeling that 'Hey you're stacking the meeting· and things 

like that. Finally there was a well-known time and date when 

the issue was gbing to be b~ought up. Most of the people 

knew it. It wasn't on the a9e~da but most of the people knew 

it. There was some hard feelings about that because a·lot of· 

coups were soing on. A lot of_ people didn't like the idea of 

coups and some people had some strong resentments aboL1t that 

beins done. 

lNrERVIEWER 

the movement? 
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Do you think, that weakened or strengthened 

Well I think it would have been a lot more 

damagin!'l if we had not had the<march. 1 mean immediately in 

the same meeting where he was• put out and I was put in, my 
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we had to do this thing. So the rest of the time of that 

meeting was spent putting together the committees and the 

' chairs, making the assi9nments·of who needed to do what, and 

startin9 to plan out. 

INTERVIEWER Were 0th.er chapterzs of M.E.C.H.A. involved in 

this march on Sacramento? 

GBE REYES No, basically it was just San Jose State. 

Maybe there were some peoples· from Santa Clara. There may 

GABE REYES . We l l I remember a l i t t l e  b i t  abou t the f i nal  

meet ing  but  most of the rea l d i scuss i ons took p la.ce out s i de 

the meet in9 . There were a coup l e  of rea l st rong power g roups 

at  p l ay there . Bas i ca l ly  J uan and the peop l e  who worked 

c l osel y w i th h i m or the l eadersh i p  of M . E . C . H . A . and anothe� 

9roup of peop le , a more d i vers� 9 roup of peop l e .  Those of  us 

i n  the Que Ta l 9 roup were very beh i nd the march and wan t ed 

to pu l l  i t  of f .  There were a _ coup l e  of other �sroups but I 

don ' t  remember exac t l y  wh i ch 6nes who were also a l i 9ned to  

that  pos i t ion .  There , were· ac tua.l ly  a coup l e  of  votes taken , 

a coup l e  of d i f feren t meet i ngs .  But t here was a l ot of  th i s  

fee l in9 that ' Hey you ' re stac k in9  the meet in9 · and th in9s 

l i ke that . F i na l l y  there was a · we l l-known t i me and date when 

the issue was 9b in9  to be b �ou9ht  up . Most of  the peop l e  

knew i t . l t  wasn � t  on the a9e�da but most of the peop l e  knew 

i t .  There was some h�rd fee l i h9s about that because a l o t  o f ·  

coups were R O i n9 on . A l o t  of :  peop l e  d i dn ' t  l i ke the i d ea of 

coups and some peop l e  had some s t rons resen tmen ts  about that 
be ing done.  

! N rERV I EWER 

the movemen t?  

GABE REYES 

Oo you th i n k  that weakened or streng thened 

We ! l  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  have been a l o t  more 

dama9 in8  i t  we had not had th� �march . 1 mean immed i ate ly  in  

the  same meet i ng where he was• put out and 1 was put i n ,  my 

f i rst  th i ng was to set up the comm i t tees . We had to set up 

those comm i t t ees . I t  was , ge t t i Q8 too c l ose to the t i me that 
l 
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we had to do th is  th i n9 .  So the rest of the t i me of  that 

meet i n9 was spen t put t i ng  t o9ether the comm i t tees and the  

cha i rs ,  mak i n9 the  ass i 9nmen t � -□f  who needed to do what , and 

start ing  t o  p l an out .  

I NTERV I EWER Were o th�r chap te�s of M . E . C . H . A . i nvo l ved in  

th i s  march on Sac ramen to? 

GBE REYES No , bas ica l l y , i t  was j ust San Jose State . 

Maybe there were some peop l er · f rom San ta C l ara .  There may 



have been some, people who came over f,rom Berkeley and 

Stanford. Basically it was all San Jose s-~_ate? 

HHERV I El~ER Do you think trial; the central M.E.C.H.A. was 

dragging its feet? 

GABE REYES Central, statewide, there wasn"t any at that 

time. In fact there was even-a M.E.C.H.A. statewide. 

was FRENTE in Berkeley and ·FRENTE in Santa Barbara, 

lam not quite sure. Most of the other campuses 

There 

though 

had 

M.E.C.H.A. but some still even had M.A.S.C. and stuff like 

that. So there wasn"t any res'.',l strong central organization 

at that time. In fact that started to develop right away; 

but right at that time there wasn"t any. 

INTERVIEWER So what do yo~, think was Juan"s .motivation 

for not being too suppor.tiv·e of the .Sacramento march? 

GABE REYES Oh I don"t really know. My own personal 

assessment was that it wasn"t that he wasn"t behind it so 

mucn as who is qoing to make decisions, who is 9oin9 to be 

the spokespersons, who is 9oin9 to set up the timetable. It 

was just disagreements on the. implementation of it. I don·t 

think there were any real disa~reements about the issue 

itself. It was more over who is going to call the shots. 

INTERVIEWER What happened ~a him after that? 

GABE REYES Wel 1 in fa~i Juan is still here. He's 

teaching here. He"s working on his doctorate out of Bekeley, 

but he·s also a professor atjHartnell. 

there right now. He's on a sabbatical. 

He's on leave from 

That's where he is 

from. He's living there now and he's been down there I guess 

for the last ten years. But he's been up here occassional ly 

teaching and taking classes, 

year. But what happened to 

i run into him once or twice a 
J. ' ' • 
him right ~fter that? I don't 

know, I think he was still here. I think he graduated 

shortly after that and he may have gone ·up to Berkeley. 
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dra99 i n9 i ts feet? 

j3ABE REYES Cen t ral , sta tew ide ,  the.re wasn t any at that 

t i me . l n  fac t there was even - a M . E . C . H . A .  statew i de . 

was 
1am 

FRENTE i n  Berke l ey and · FRENTE i n  San ta Barbara , 
not 9u i te sure . Most of the other campuses 

There 
though 

had 

M . E . C . H . A . but some st i l l  evern had M . A . S . C .  and stuff  l i ke 
that . So there wasn " t any re� l strons cen t ral  organ i zat i on 
at that t ime . I n  fac t that s tarted t o  deve l op r i ght  away ; 
but r i9h t  at that t ime there wasn ' t  any . 

I NTERV I EWER So what do yo� � th i n k  was Juan · s  . mot i va t i on 
for not be in9 too suppor.t i v·e of  the .Sacramen to march? 

GABE REYES Oh I don · t  �eal l y  kno� . My own personal  
assessmen t was that i t  wasn ' t  that he  wasn ' t  beh ind  i t  so 
muc h as who i s  .9o i n9 to  ffiake  dec i s i ons ,  who i s  9o i n9 to be 
the spokespersons ,  who is 9o i n9 to set up the t i metab le .  I t  
was just d i sag reemen ts on the1 i mp l ementat ion of i t .  I don · t  
th i n k  there were any rea l d �sa�reemen ts about the i ssue 
i tse l f .  l t  was more over who i s  9o i n8 to cal l the shots .  

INTERV IEWER What happened �o h i m  af ter that? 

GABE REYES We l 1 i n  fat t  Juan i s  s t i l l  here . He ' s  
teach i n9 here . He ' s  work ihg ·  on h i s  doc torate out of  Beke l ey ,  
but he · s  a l so a p rofessor at1 Hart ne l l .  He ' s  on l eave frorn 
th�re r i9h t now . He ' s  on a sabbat i ca l . That · s  where he i s  
f rom . He ' s  l i v i ng there now and he ' s  been down there I 9uess 
for the  las t  teh years . But he ' s  been up here occass ion a l ly  
teach i ng and tak i ng c l asses � ) run i n to h i m  once  or tw i ce a 

l. ' 
t 

year . But what happened to � i m  r i ght  �f ter that? l don ' t  
know , I th i n k  he  was st i l l  here .  I th i n k he  g raduated 
short ly  afte� that and he may have gone ·up to Berk e l ey .  
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INTERVIEWER What was the students' response to the 

Sacramento march? 

GABE REYES Oh it was real good. The best thing about the 

march really was the involvement that everybody had. Because 

its the kind of situation where you're thrown together for a 

week in kind of harsh circumstances. You know where you're 

out all day. Having to be walking all d~y and be finding 

pl_ac°:s to eat and sleep and- all that. You have to have a lot 

o~ inter-action and you have to do a lot of working together 

with other people. Basically the nicest thing that happened 

was that people came out of it with real strong personal 

ties. 

INTERVIEWER About how many students were involved in it. 

GABE REYES About a hundred. I think when we got there, 

there were about three hundred, but that was with people 

coming in and out and a large group joining there. But 

basically there were about a hundred. 

INTERVIEWER They were mainly all Chicano? Do you know 

what 1oas the Chicano population in school then? 

GABE REYES· Yeah. I really don't know. YoL! know the 

figures were so bad, the actLlal university figures were so 

bad. At one time I thought <that there were a couple of 

thousand, but I don't know. We may have had half of the 

Chicano students on that march. The situation at that time 

was that you actually almost knew all the Chicanos and the 

great majority of people were_, involved. Those who were only 

part-timers, who weren't here·most of time, probably were 

not. But, those who were here·full time, you probably knew 

them all. 

INTERVIEWER What do you think was the impact of the march 

on the administration? 

INTERV IEWER 

Sacramen to  march? 

What was the s tuden ts ' response to t he 

GABE REYES Oh i t  was rea l g ood . The best th ing  about the 

march real l y was the i nvo l vemen t that everybody had .  Because 

i ts the k i n d  of  s i tuation where you ' re th rown together for a 

week i n  k i nd of harsh c i rcums tance . You know where you ' re 

out a l l day .  Hav i ng to be wa l k i ng al l day and be f i nd i ng 

P lac es to ea t and s l eep and a l l  that . You have to have a lot  

of i n ter-ac t i on and you have t o  d o  a lot  of  wor k i ng t ogether 

w i th other peop le .  Bas i cal l y  the  n i cest th ing  that happened 

was that peop l e  came out of i t  w i th rea l strong Persona l 

t i es . 

I NTERV I EWER About how many studen ts  were invo l ved i n  i t .  

GABE REYES About a hund red . I th i n k  when we got there , 

there were about th ree hund red , but that was w i th peop le  

com i ng in  and out and a l arge g roup j o i n i ng there . But 

bas ica l l y  there were about a hundred . 

I NTERV I EWER They were ma i n l y  a l l Ch i cano? Do you know 

what  was the Ch icano Populat ion in  schoo l  then? 

GABE REYES Yeah . I rea l l y  don ' t  know .  You know the 

f i gures were so bad , the ac t ual  un i vers i ty f i gures were so 

bad . At one t i me i thought  that there were a coup l e  of 

thousand , but I don ' t  k now. We may have had hal f of the 

Ch i cano studen ts  on that march . The s i tuat ion at  that  t i me 

was that you actua l l y a lmost knew al l the Ch i canos and the 

great ma jor i ty of  Peop le  we re. involved . Those who were on l y  

Part-t i mers , who weren ' t  here most of  t i me, P robab ly were 

not . But , those who were here ful l t i me ,  you probab ly knew 

them al l .  

INTERV I EWER What do you th i n k  was the i mpac t of the march 

on the admi n i s t rat i on? 
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GABE REYES Y,:Ju knm•J we 9ot real 900d media attention. I 

don't know if there was any impact on the administration. 

You would think that they were aware of it because it 9ot 

very good attention and it ,9ot it for five days. I mean 

almost everyday we were in the_newspaper or on the t.v. that 

ni9ht. Front page and stuff, so it was good media coverage. 

So I am sure that they were aware of it. I don't think that 

the campus itself 9ot involved. They didn't need too. It was 

an issue with the state. 

Sacramento becaLlse it was 

place at that time. We 

attention, so I think that 

I th ink it 

one of 

certainly 

was good; 

made a 

the few 

got a 

but you 

!'JOOd impact in' 

rallies taking 

lot of media 

can't say that 

it was any noticeable thing. It wasn't like we went out 

there to protest the situation. The legislature responded. I 

can't say that they responded to that march. They responded 

to the whole situation and reinstated the cuts that Reagan 

was about doing. So in that respect we made out fine. I 

can·t exactly say that it was attributed to our effort. Our 

effort played a part in it. More than anything, the real 

benefit was the benefit to the Chicano community here on 

campus and in the community itself, in terms of buildin8 

solidarity. It really left people very close, very ti9ht. It 

built some real stron9 associations and it left the Chicano 

community here on campus very strong. There was a lot of 

activity going on from that'point on for the next few years. 

A bunch of issues, almost evei:-y issue there were a lot of 

groups going _on at that time. 

INTERVIEWER So what was your personal involvement after 

the Sacramento march? What developed after that? 

GABE REYES Well I was still involved with QUE TAL. That 

was my home base. We sot involved with different things as 

they came along. 'With QUE TAL you had the opportunity to 

know about everything that's going on because you are 

writing about it. You set a little taste of everything. The 

Coors boycott comes up; you so over and attend those 
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GABE REYES You know we got rea l  good med i a  atten t i on .  I 

don ' t  know i f  there was any i mpac t on the adm in i s t rat i on .  

You wou ld  th i n k  that they were aware of i t  because i t  got  

very good at ten t i on and i t  got i t  for f i ve days . I mean 

a l most everyday we were i n  the newspaper or  on the t . v . that 

n i g h t .  F ron t Page and stuf f ,  so i t  was good med i a  coverage.  

So  I am sure that they were aware of i t .  I don ' t  th i n k  that 

the campus itse l f  got invo l ved . They d idn ' t  need t oo.  I t  was 

an i ssue w i th  the state . 

Sac ramen to because i t  was 

P l ace  at that t ime . We 

at ten t i on ,  so I th i n k  that 

I th i n k  i t  

one of  

certa i n l y  

Was good ; 

made A 

the few 

9 ° t a 

but you 

9o0d i mpac t  i n  

ra l l i es tak i ng 

lot of med ia  

can ' t  say that 

i t  was any not i ceab le  thi n g . I t  wasn t l i k e we went out 

there to Protest the situat i on .  The leg i s lature responded . I 

can t say that they responded t o  that march . They responded 

to  t he whole  s i tuat ion and re instated the cuts that Reagan 

was about do ing . So i n  that respec t we made out f i ne .  I 

can t exac t ly  say that i t  was at t r i buted to  our effort . Our 

effort  p l ayed a Part in  i t .  More than any th ing , the rea l 

benef it was the benef i t  to the Ch i cano commun i ty here on 

campus and i n  the commun i ty i tsel f ,  i n  terms of bu i l d i ng 

so l i dar i ty .  I t  rea l l y  left  peop l e  very c l ose , very t i g h t .  I t  

bui l t  some rea l strong assoc i at i ons and i t  le f t  the Ch i cano 

commun i ty here on campus very strong . There was a l o t  of 

ac t i v i ty go ing  on from that poi n t  on for the next  few years.  

A bunch of  i ssues , a l most every i ssue there were a lo t  of  

g roups go ing on at  that t i me. 
- -
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I NTERV I EWER So what was your personal  i nvo l vemen t af ter 

the Sac ramen to march?  What deve l oped after that? 

GABE REYES We l l  I was st i l l  i n vol ved w i th QUE TAL . That 

was my home base.  We got i nvo l ved w i th d i f feren t th i ngs  as 

they came a long . W i th QUE TAL you had the opportun i ty to  

know about everyth ing  that ' s  go ing  on because you are 

wr i t ing  about i t .  You get a l i t t l e taste of everyth ing .  The 

Coors boycot t  comes up ; you 9o over and attend  those 



meetings, p~rticipate in some of th- picketing and stuff 

like that. So you're pretty well fami~iar with what's goin9 

on there. When the LA RAZA UNIDA party's activity is going 

on, you're involved in all the meetings and the structure of 

the organization; involved i~ the planning and politicing 

that went on. So you 9ot a strong taste of that, just about 

everything. It was a real circus of meetings at that time. I 

mean I can remember wh_en in one day you would 90 to five 

different meetings, one after ihe other and see 50% of the 

same people at each of them. So it was a real heavy 

political time. So much that my grades actually started to 

get real dan9erous for a while. I was just barely doing 

enough work to get by OK you know. I was just barely hanging 

in there with getting decent.9rades. Then, the classes were 

kind of the same th_ing because the MAGS program was very 

heavy and a lot of people w~re taking those classes. So you 

weren • t only getting the commLtnity and campus involvement, 

but you were actually getting the classroom. You would take 

F'OLITICS OF THE MEX I CAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY, the 

MEXICAN-AMERICAN FAMILY class, SOCIOLOGY OF THE 

MEXICAN-AMERICAN and MEXICAN-AMERICAN Hr'STORY class. It was 

a real nice balance because you were getting a whole bunch 

of book ~ind of learnina, the opportunity to do research and 

study as well as getting involved in the actual practical 

things of the Chicano movement, Chicano politics that were 

going on in the community and campus. 

INTERVIEWER So that was in 1971. Did you graduate then? 

GABE REYES No, actually let me think, I 8raduated in 
'72. I was chairman of M.E.C.H.A. for that semester and then 

I didn't choose to run again. Then they chan8ed the 

structure. They went to a five person, rotating chair. 

M~E.C.H.A. was stiJl very ac~ive. M.E.C.H.A. me,tings were 
pretty well attended, about fifty persons would attend 

meetings. 

INTERVIEWER And QUE TAL, hoi did that 80? 

meetings, p~rticipate in some of th- picketing and stuff 

like that. So you're pretty well fami~iar with what's goin9 

on there. When the LA RAZA UNIDA party's activity is going 

on, you're involved in all the meetings and the structure of 

the organization; involved i~ the planning and politicing 

that went on. So you 9ot a strong taste of that, just about 

everything. It was a real circus of meetings at that time. I 

mean I can remember wh_en in one day you would 90 to five 

different meetings, one after ihe other and see 50% of the 

same people at each of them. So it was a real heavy 

political time. So much that my grades actually started to 

get real dan9erous for a while. I was just barely doing 

enough work to get by OK you know. I was just barely hanging 

in there with getting decent.9rades. Then, the classes were 

kind of the same th_ing because the MAGS program was very 

heavy and a lot of people w~re taking those classes. So you 

weren • t only getting the commLtnity and campus involvement, 

but you were actually getting the classroom. You would take 

F'OLITICS OF THE MEX I CAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY, the 

MEXICAN-AMERICAN FAMILY class, SOCIOLOGY OF THE 

MEXICAN-AMERICAN and MEXICAN-AMERICAN Hr'STORY class. It was 

a real nice balance because you were getting a whole bunch 

of book ~ind of learnina, the opportunity to do research and 

study as well as getting involved in the actual practical 

things of the Chicano movement, Chicano politics that were 

going on in the community and campus. 

INTERVIEWER So that was in 1971. Did you graduate then? 

GABE REYES No, actually let me think, I 8raduated in 
'72. I was chairman of M.E.C.H.A. for that semester and then 

I didn't choose to run again. Then they chan8ed the 

structure. They went to a five person, rotating chair. 

M~E.C.H.A. was stiJl very ac~ive. M.E.C.H.A. me,tings were 
pretty well attended, about fifty persons would attend 

meetings. 

INTERVIEWER And QUE TAL, hoi did that 80? 

meet i ngs ,  Par t ic ipate i n  some of the p i c ket ing  and stuf f 

l i ke that . So you ' re p retty we l l  fam i l iar wi th what ' s  go i ng 
7 

on there . When the LA RAZA UN I DA Party ' s  ac t iv i ty i s  g o i ng 

on , you ' re i nvo l ved in  a l l the  meet ings  and the struc ture of 

the organ i zat i on ;  invo l ved in the p l ann ing  and po l i t i c i ng 

tha t wen t on . So you got a st rong taste of that , j ust  about 

everyth i ng . I � was a rea l c i rcus □f  meet i ngs  at  that t ime . I 

mean I an remember when in  one day you wou l d  S9 °  t o  f i ve 

d i f feren t meet i ngs ,  one af ter the other and see 50% Of the 

same peop l e  at each f them .  So  i t  WAS a real heavy 

Po l i t i ca l  t i me . So much that my g rades ac tua l l y  started to 

get rea l dangerous for a wh i l e .  I was j us t  bare l y  do ing 

enough work to get by OK you know . I was j ust bare ly hang ing 

i n  there w i th get t i ng decen t . g rades . Then , the c l asses were 

k i nd of the same thing because the MAGS p rog ram was very 

heavy and a lot  of  peop l e  were tak ing those c l asses . So you 

weren t on ly  get t ing the commun i ty and campus i nvo lvemen t ,  

but you were ac tua l l y  get t i ng the c l assroom . You wou l d  take 

POL I T I CS OF 

MEX I CAN-AMER I CAN 

THE MEX ICAN-AMER ICAN COMMUN I TY ,  

FAM ILY c l ass ,  SOC I OLOGY DF 

the 

THE 

MEX ICAN-AMER I CAN and MEX I CAN-AMER I CAN H ISTORY c l ass . I t  was 

a real  n ice ba lance because you were get t ing  a who le  bunch 

of  book k ind of learn i ng, the opportun i ty to  do research and 

study as wel l  as get t i ng invo l ved i n  the ac tua l p ract i cal  

th i ngs of  the  Chi cano movemen t ,  Ch i cano pol i t ics  that were 

going  on i n  the commun i ty and campus . 

I NTERV I EWER So that was i n  197 1 .  D id  you graduate then? 

GABE KEYES No , actua l l y  let  me th i n k ,  I g raduated i n  

' 72 .  I was chai rman of  M . E . C . H . A . for that semester and then 

I d i dn ' t  choose to run aga i n .  Then they changed the 

st ructure . They wen t to a f i ve person , rotat i ng cha i r .  

M . E . C . H . A .  was s t i l l very act i ve .  M . E . C . H . A . meet i ngs were 

p retty  wel l  at tended , about f i f ty persons wou ld  attend 

mee t i ngs .  

I NTERV IEWER And QUE TAL , how d i d t ha t  go? 



,' 

GABE REYES 

' ' ' 

Well that went on publishing in fact for 

probably a few years because another group of people would 

come in and take it up. It was kind of an on-going thins for 

a sood amount of time. It went on pretty strong. 

INTERVIEWER Were you guys ever involved with the daily 

paper, the SPARTAN DAILY or was that pretty much closed off? 

GABE REYES We had a lot of clashes with the SPARTAN 

DAILY. We didn't have anybody that I can recall in 

Journalism. We did a lot of o~ir own kind of publications. 

Pete did a little thing that was called, THE CHICANO DAILY. 

Now why was that done? I can't remember, I guess it was just 

the need for a daily thing,~ flash. Everybody was keeping 

in touch on a daily basis with what was happening. So he 

would do a little daily thing, type it up, ditto it up and 

send it out. We had a little thing we called the CHICANO 

TABLE over here in the Union and we all cover over and check 

in everyday during break or in the morning and pick up the 

paper there. Pete did a thing called MANO A MANO, which I 

guess was after the CHICANO DAILY. But lam not quite sure 

what the change was, what the need was that was being 

addressed at the time. 

INTERVIEWER QUE TAL had poetry in it? Did it get out to 

the community'? 

GABE REYES Yeah, QUE TAL ~as a much bigger newsletter so 

it had a much broader area of:~overage. A little, not much, 

only on a limited basis. There just wasn't the moni;,y to 

produce that much. It was all_ Just donated paper and stuff. 

INTERVIEWER How did you become part of EDP? You had been 

working on the screening committee and then the Sacramento 

march. 

-
GABE REYES Well let ine see. We did the march to 

Sacramento and I became EDP- director ·in March of '72 .. I 

hadn't graduated. It was kind of an unusual situation. Well 

GABE REYES We l l  that wen t on pub l i sh i ng i n  fac t  for 

p robab l y  a few years because ano ther  g roup of peop l e  wou ld  

come i n  and take i t  up . I t  was k i nd of an on-going th ing  for  

a good amoun t of  t i me .  I t  wen t on P retty strong . 

INTERV I EWER Were you guys ever i nvolved w i th the da i l y 

Paper , the SFARTAN DA I LY or was that p retty  much c l osed off?  

GABE REYES We had a lot  of  c lashes w i th the SPARTAN 

DA I LY .  We d i dn ' t  have anybody that I can reca l l  i n  

Journal i sm .  We  d i d a lot  of our own k i nd of  pub l i cat ions . 

Fete  d i d a l i t t l e  th ing  that was ca l l ed , THE CH I CANO DAILY .  

Now why was that  done? I can ' t  remember , I guess i t  was j ust 

the need for a da i l y th i ng ,  a f l ash . Everybody was keep ing 

in  touch on a da i l y bas i s  w i th what  was happen i ng .  So he 

wou ld  do a l i t t l e  dai l y  th i n g ,  type i t  up , d i t to i t  up and 

send i t  out . We had a l i t t l e th ing we cal led the CH I CANO 

TABLE ove r here i n  the  Un i on and we al l cover over  and chec k  

i n  everyday dur i ng b reak or  i n  the morn ing  and p i ck  up the 

Paper t here . Fete d i d a th ing  cal led MAND A MANO , wh ich  I 

guess Was af ter the CHI CANO DA ILY . But I am not qu i te sure 

what the chan ge was , what the need was that was b e i ng 

add ressed at  the t i me . 

I NTERV I EWER QUE TAL had p oetry in  i t? D i d  i t  get out to 

the commun i ty? 

GABE REYES Yeah , QUE TAL was a much b i gger news letter so 

i t  had a much broader  area of : coverag e .  A l i t t l e ,  not  much , 

on l y  on a l i m i ted bas i s .  There just  wasn ' t  the mon ey to  

p roduce that  much .  I t  was al l j ust donated Paper and stuf f .  

I NTERVI EWER How di d you bec ome part of EOP? You had been 

work ing  on the sc reen ing  commi t tee and then the Sac ramen to 

march . 

GABE REYES We l l  let  me see . We d i d  the march to 

Sac ramen to and I became EOP d i rec tor in March of ' 72. I 

hadn ' t  g raduated . I t  was k i nd □f an unusua l s i tuat i on .  We l l 

n 



Humberto was resigning, right. The way it worked was that 

there was a screening committee put together of about twelve 

organizations., Chicano student organizations. It was 

parallel to the universfty's thine, but in this case this 

one took precedence. A real unusual situation, in - looking 

back Jam r,eally shocked that it happened that way. I still 

don't. even remember how in the heck I applied, whether I 

filled out material. I guess I must have. It wasn't my 

intentioM to apply, but people asked me to apply, because my 

intention was to graduate because I had gotten married that 
' summer. Then I was going to graduate and go to law school. I 

had taken my LSAT. I was really in the process of doing all 

that. I didn't really have a8Y intention but people asked me 

to apply. My philosophy of the time was well if people want 

me to lam willing to be considered for it. But I wasn't into 

competing for it. My philosophy was that the.re will be three 

or four people that are going t~ be considered, reviewed by 
this group and depending upon what they want, what they feel 

is best for EDP they going to pick out the person whose 

skills best match that. If th~y select me, well fine I'll 

commit to two or three years. 

happened, they selected me'. 

Basically that's what 

INTERVIEWER Who were the other candidates'? 

GABE REYES Manuel Ramirez was one. Juan Ant□ was a 

candidate. Juan Ant□ was probably the' other main candidate. 

Juan was Juan Oliveres's,: they used to call them the two 

Juans, JLtan Oliveres main sidekick. He'd been very involved. 

A very sharp individLtal, real amiable, real nice and 

friendly personality. 

INTERVIEWER Why do you th'ink they selected you·,• Because 

of your involvement there? 

' GABE REYES It may have been. lam SLtre some of it was who 

people knew. My own impression was that Juan was viewed as 

being too skewed to one group, to one side. I think he was 

Humb erto was res i gn ing , r ig h t .  The way i t  worked was t hat  
there was a screen ing  commi ttee Put together of about  twe lve 
organ i za t i ons,  Ch i cano studen t organ i zat i ons . I t  was 
Para l l e l  to the un ivers ity ' s  thing , but i n  th i s  case th i s  
one took P recedence . A rea l unusua l si tuat i on ,  i n  l ook i ng 
bac k Iam real l y  shoc ked that i t  happened that way . I s t i l l  
don ' t  even remember how i n  the heck  I app l ied , whether I 
f i l led out mater i a l . I guess I must have . I t  wasn t my 
i n ten t ion to app l y ,  but  peop l e  asked me to app l y ,  because my 
in ten t ion was to graduate because I had got ten mar r i ed that 
summer .  Then I was go i ng to g raduate and go to law school . I 
had taken my LSAT.  I was rea l l y  i n  the P rocess of  do ing a l l 
that . I d i d n ' t  rea l l y  have any i n ten t ion but peop l e  asked me 
to app l y .  My Ph i l osophy  of the t i me was wel l i f  peop le  want 
me to I am w i l l i ng to  be cons i dered for  i t .  But I wasn ' t  i n to 
compet ing  for i t .  My ph i l osophy was that there wi l l  be th ree 
or four peop l e  that are go i ng to be cons i dered , rev i ewed by 
th i s  g roup and depend ing  upon what they wan t , what  they fee l 
i s  best for EOF they go ing to P i ck  out the person whose 
sk i l l s best match that . I f  they se lec t  me , we l l  f i ne I ' l l  
comm i t  to two or t h ree years . Bas i ca l l y  that ' s  what 
happened , they se l ec ted me. 

I NTERV I EWER Who were the other cand i dates? 

GABE REYES Manue l Kam i rez was one .  Juan An to was a 
cand idate .  Juan An to  was probab l y  the other ma i n  cand idate .  
Juan was Juan D l i veres ' s ,  they used to cal l them the two 
J uans ,  Juan O l i veres ma in  s i dek i c k . He ' d  been very i nvo l ved . 
A very sharp i nd i v i dua l , rea l am i ab le ,  rea l n i ce and 
f r iend l y  personal i ty .  

INTERV I EWER Why do you th i n k  they se l ec ted you? Because 
of your i nvo l vemen t there? 

GABE REYES I t  may have been . I am sure some o f  i t  was who 
Peop le  knew . My own imp ress i on was that Juan was v i ewed as 
being  too skewed to one g roup , to  one s ide .  I th i n k  he was 



·- . 
viewed as too much a part of or,e cl i9ue. Th~t ,·s my own 

guess, because he was very much a part of Juan O. 's group. 
/ -, 

INTERVIEWER So that was in '72 and now sixteen years 

later you're still in the same job. 

GABE REYES 

intentional and 

Don't ask me how that happened. It wasn't 

lam still in the same situation. I keep 

thinking, 'Gee I wonder if its too late to 90 to law school· 

or I like to do something else. But it hasn't been a stale 

situation. Up until the last few years there's been 

tremendous change in the program and even now again we are 

going through some more changes. There's been tremendous 

change, tremendous growth, tremendous challenge, tremendoLts 

need. So its been the kind of situation where I haven't had 

the time to think about leaving, certainly not in the first 

two or three yec>.rs as I had expected. It •~as seven or eight 

years before I even caught my breath, stopped and looked 

around and said, 'What am I doing kind of thing?'. 

INTERVIEWER 

interview. 

Well I Want to thank you for doing the 
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INTERVIEWER So that was in '72 and now sixteen years 
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intentional and 

Don't ask me how that happened. It wasn't 

lam still in the same situation. I keep 

thinking, 'Gee I wonder if its too late to 90 to law school· 

or I like to do something else. But it hasn't been a stale 
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tremendous change in the program and even now again we are 
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change, tremendous growth, tremendous challenge, tremendoLts 
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viewed as too much a part of or,e cl i9ue. Th~t ,·s my own 

guess, because he was very much a part of Juan O. 's group. 
/ -, 

INTERVIEWER So that was in '72 and now sixteen years 

later you're still in the same job. 

GABE REYES 

intentional and 

Don't ask me how that happened. It wasn't 

lam still in the same situation. I keep 

thinking, 'Gee I wonder if its too late to 90 to law school· 

or I like to do something else. But it hasn't been a stale 

situation. Up until the last few years there's been 

tremendous change in the program and even now again we are 
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Well I Want to thank you for doing the 

� v i ewed as too much a Part f one 
�

� 
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cl ique . That ' s  □Wn 

guess , because he was very much a part of  Jan 0 . ' s  9 roup . 

I NTERV I EWER So that was in  ' 72 and now s i xteen years 

later you ' re st i l l  i n  the same j ob .  

GABE REYES Don ' t  ask me how that happened . I t  wasn ' t  

i n ten t i onal  and I am st i l l  i n  the same s i tuat i on .  I keep 

th i n k i ng ,  ' Gee I wonder i f  i ts too l ate to go to l aw schoo l ' 

Or l l i ke to  do  someth i ng e l se .  But i t hasn ' t  been a sta le  

s i tuat i on .  Up un t i l  t he last  few years there s been 

t remendous change i n  the P rogram and even now aga i n  we are 

g o i ng th rough some more changes . There ' s  been t remendous 

change,  t remendous g rowth , t remendous chal l enge , t remendous 

need . So i ts been the k ind  of  s i tuat ion where I haven � t had 

the t i me to t h i n k  about l eav i ng ,  certa i n l y  not i n  the f i rst 

t wo or three years as I had expected . I t  was seven or e i g h t  

years before I even caught  my b reath , stopped and l ooked 

around and sa i d ,  ' What am I do ing k ind of th i ng? ' .  

INTERV I EWER 

in terview .  

We l l  I wan t to than k you for doing  the 




