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] B Sam and Meline Kalfayan

| escaped massacres in
Armenia and came to
Fresno. They pledged
over $500,000 to FSU’s
Armenian program.

By Jim Steinberg
The Fresno Bee

Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
lost most of their families to Ot-
toman Turkish massacres of Ar-
menians, but escaped with their
lives. They traveled across the
Armenian Diaspora, and arrived
in the San Joaquin Valley with
virtually nothing.

On Monday, they announced a
gift worth well over $500,000 to
the Fresno State University Ar-
menian Studies Program.

;s Diana Baldrica — The Fresno Bee
Made by hand. Sam Kalfayan shows a United States map made by his father-in-law in Los Angeles from 1940-42. He will donate the map to FSU.

“Sam” Kalfayan’s and Meline
Babessian’s lives crossed the
world before they met and mar-
ried in California.

Wise real estate investments
brought monetary success. They
contribute the fruits of success to
the perpetuation of Armenian
history and culture, to memory.

“Having lived in the old coun-
try,” Sam Kalfayan said during a
presentation with FSU President
Harold Haak, “we are still at
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heart Armenians.”

The couple have no children
and no remaining family, Kalfay-
an said, “so we have adopted the
children of Fresno State Univer-
sity as our children.”

After a brief news conference

at Fresno State, the Kalfayans
told their story.

“Sam” Kalfayan left Armenia
when he was 4, crossed the Black
Sea and landed in Cairo. He
traveled to Wisconsin and then
to the Valley.

Sam Kalfayan’s father died in

' Cairo, but he retains a vivid

memory of him raising and low-
ering little pince-nez eyeglasses.
His mother sent a photograph of
herself and her son to America,
and she became a “picture bride”
of her second husband in Racine,
Wisconsin.

The trip across the Atlantic
was difficult, especially for Sar-
kis Kalfayan, who was swept
overboard. The ship turned
around, and Kalfayan was
hauled back on deck with a badly
gashed leg. A scar remains.

Speaking Armenian, Turkish,
Arabic and French, Kalfayan ar-
rived in Racine in 1921. He
spoke no English.

The family moved to the Val-

- ley, and Sam Kalfayan attended

Dinuba High School.

Meline Kalfayan’s stops with
her family — the Babessians —
included Istanbul, Italy, Germa-
ny, Paris, Greece, Cyprus, Paris
again and Uruguay. Her father
had been a pharmacist for the
Turkish army, so was spared the
massacres, which took the lives
of 72 relatives on his side. Meline
Kalfayan cannot estimate the
number killed on her mother’s
side.

SRR

Her family made its way to
Paris, but her father sensed that
World War II was near. At the
American embassy, officials told
the family to expéct a 10-year
wait before admittance to the
United States. Her father, Hov-
annes Babessian, took the family
to Uruguay instead.

There, his painstaking cre-
ation of a map of Uruguay im-
pressed a U.S. State Department
representative, and won the fam-
ily entrance to the United States.

. “If they said, ‘We invite you to
paradise,’ it wouldn’t have given
them as much pleasure,” Sam
Kalfayan said of his in-laws.

Kalfayan volunteered for 'ser-
vice in World War II, serving in
the Army and becoming a trans-
lator for Gen. George S. Patton.

 After the war, he studied at
Fresno State, and worked for the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. He
earned a master’s degree in agri-
cultural economics at the Uni-
versity of California.

Kalfayan worked as consultant
and city manager for cities in
Central and Southern California,
investing in real estate along the
way.

Meline Kalfayan’s father creat-
ed another extraordinarily de-
tailed map in Los Angeles, this

“one recalling the history of the

United States. It wound up on
the wall in Omar Khayyam’s res-
taurant in San Francisco, owned
by the late George Mardikian of
Fresno.

Kalfayan bought it back for
$5,000. Fresno State eventually
will get the map, too.

The Kalfayans’ bequest to the
university will provide an endow-
ment supporting the Sarkis and
Meline Kalfayan Center for Ar-
menian studies.

It will finance scholarships, re-
search and instruction.
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Sarkis Kalfayans Donate $500,000
to CSUF Armenian Program

FRESNO — California State
University, Fresno President Dr.
Harold H. Haak announced on
Monday, May 6, 1991 the nam-
ing of the Sarkis and Meline Kal-
fayan Center for Armenian Stud-
ies at the university. Mr. and
Mrs. Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan,
have pledged more than one-half
million dollars as an endowment
to support the faculty and stu-
dents. of the CSUF Armenian
Studies Program. -

The gift, which will be made
in part now and in part as a be-
quest, ultimately will provide an
endowment fund to support the
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan Cen-
ter for Armenian studies. The
naming of the Center for Arme-
nian Studies for a benefactor is
the first such occasion within
the twenty campus California
State University system.

Please Turn to Page 4

Sarkis K’alf*aylan‘s"Donaie

Continued from Page 1

Following the announcement, a luncheon was
held in the University Business Center, hosted by
Dr. Haak and by Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Acting
Director of the Armenian Studies Program, and at-
tended by university officials, members of the
Center for Armenian Studies Advisory Board, and
leaders of the Armenian Students Organization.

During the ceremonies honoring the Kalfayan,

Dr. Haak said, “Today we celebrate the commit-
ment that the Kalfayans have made. Sarkis and
Meline Kalfayan have a deep and abiding commit-
ment to the university and to our Center for Ar-
menian Studies.”

“We were proud in late 1988 to announce the
creation of an endowment providing permanent
support for a professor in Armenian Studies. Dr.
Dickran Kouymijian, Director of the Armenian
Studies Program, was chosen as the Haig and Isa-
bel Berberian Professor of Armenian Studies. It

is my personal privilege to announce yet another |

gift that will provide a permanent financial found-
ation to supplement the state budget for the stu-

dents and faculty who are at work in the Arme- -
nian Studies Program. One of the unique hallmarks,.

"of distinctién on this campus has been our Arme-

$500,000 DONATION: From left, Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Acting
Director of the Armenian Studies Program at CSUF; Dr. Harold
Haak, CSUF President; and Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis and Meline Kal-
fayan, whose generosity will enable the program to flourish.

[

500,000 to CSUF
riian Studies Program which since 1964 has provid- !
ed regular classroom instruction in Armenia his-
tory, language, literature, art, and culture. The
Program has produced scholarly research and pub-
lications advancing our knowledge in these same
subjects, and the Wider community has been serv-
ed through symposia, instruction on weekends,
and visiting speakers, who have brought a continu-
ing stream of information providing an historic as
well as a current perspective on Armenian culture”

Sarkis Kalfayan remarked, “My story and my
wife’s story is the kind of life and early struggles
as immigrants that many people could tell. But
wherever we lived in Cairo, in Racine or in Los An-
geles, our Armenian heritage was important to us.”

“We decided to make this bequest because we
wanted our heirs to be the students who will fol-
low us as long as there is a university here. These
students and their teachers will tell anew the story
of the Armenian people: their history, their art,
their culture, their literature, and their language.
In research and in publications, they will discover

new information and share it with the world.

“My wife and I receive the satisfaction today

that many peopel never are privileged to know: :
that our lives will have a permanent impact long |
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Barlow Der Mugrdechian, acting Director of
the Armenian Studies Program, commenting on
the significance of the new endowment said,”
There are few occasions in the life of the univer-
sity as important as this. CSUF, as one of the cen-
ters for Armenian Studies in the United States,
will continue to attract top students to study in
the Program. The continuing education of stu-
dents and the community about Armenian culture
is our highest priority. Sarkis and Meline Kalfa-
yan’s life-long committment to education is evid-

ent. How fitting that as a graduate of Fresno -

State, Sarkis, and Meline Kalfayan, should con-
tinue their close ties with the university.”

“Sarkis Kalfayan’s recent trip to Yerevan un-
derscores his desire to see that not only students
from the United States benefit from the endow-
ment, but also that deserving students from Ar-

menia will have the opportunity to further their
education at CSUF.”

“The Kalfayan’s dedication to Armenian cul-

ture and to education in general will serve as an
example to future generations.” ‘
.. The agreement setting up the endowment calls
for scholarships for deserving students studying in
the Kalfayan Center to be called the Sarkis and
Meline Kalfayan Scholars and Barsam and Aghavni
Kalfayan Scholars. )

Support will be provided for research in Arme-
nian history, language, literature, culture, and art
and the publication of the results of that research
will be in memory of Hovannes and Aznive Babes-
sian, Meline Kalfayan’s parents.

The Sarkis and Meline Kaifayan Assistantship
will provide support for a position in instruction
or research in the Center. _

Sarkis Kalfayan has been the Chairman of the
Center for Armenian Studies .Advisory Board since
1989 and has been active in the Armenian and
non-Armenian community. In November of 1990,
he travelled to Armenia to confer with leaders of
.Yerevan, State - University qppy.t.i.@g farthcoming

_exchange agregment between YSU and CSU Fres-
“no. He has actively been involved in the improve-
ment of the university and the community in
which he lives.
Sarkis Kalfayan was born in Samson, and led to

Cairo, with his parents in the latter part of 1914,

In 1921 he arrived in Racine, Wisconsin. Sarkis set-
tled in Yettem, California in 1926 with his parents
Barsam and Aghavni Kalfayan. The Kalfayan fam-
ily immediately became involved in the St. Mary
Armenian Church of Yettem.

Mr. Kalfayan married Miss Meline Babessian in -
June of 1949. Meline was born in Tokat and came

to in America 1940. Her feather Hovannes Babes-
sian, was a scholar and a teacher and author of
many Armenian books.

In World War II Kalfzyan served in the armed
services and due to his knowledge of foreign lan-
guages he was shipped to the Third Army head-
quarters as General Patton’s interpreter in the Eu-

ropean Theater. When the fighting ended, he was

transferred to Supreme Headquarters Allied Expe-
ditionary Forces in Berlin. ’

Mr. Kalfayan received a B.A. in economics from
Fresno State College and an M.S.-in agricultural
economics from UC Berkeley. Later he received a

Masters in Public Administration from USC. Mr.

Kalfayan worked over twenty years as a city man-

ager, mostly in Suthern California. For two years,

he was a consultant with the city and county of
Fresno preparing a master plan. He has also been
employed as an economist and statistician by the
Federal Raisin Administration.

- Active in the community Sarkis is a member of
the Battle of the Bulge Veterans Association, the
Shriners, a member of Eastern Star, the Down-
town Exchange Club, the AGBU, the Holy Trinity
Armenian Apostolic Church, and the Knights of
Vartan. Mr. and Mrs. Kalfayan enjoy gardening
and reading.

This donation from the Kalfayans coupled with,
the doantions of others to the Leon S. Peters
Building campaign, and the Haig and Isabel Berber-
ian Chair of Armenian Studies, bring total contri-
butions benefiting Armenian Studies to more than
$1.000,000 during the past five years.
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CSUF BENEFACTORS Cal State Umvemty, Fresno President Harold Haak
(second from left), with benefactors to CSUF Armenian Studies Center, Meline
and Sarkis Kalfayan of Fresno (at right). Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian (left),
spoke at a campus reception hononng the Kalfayan's $500 000 pledoe fo
the Center.
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Kalfayans Pledge $500,000

To CSUF Armenian Studies.

teaching fellowships -and studen_t‘:

FRESNO - With an endgwment
pledge of more than $500,000
from Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
of Fresno last week, the Center for
Armenian Studies at California
State University, Fresno will be.
named after the benefactors, the
first such occasion within the
20-campus California State Uni-
versity system.

The Center already serves as an
umbrella for the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Endowed Chair, the

_Sahatdjian Library and the Ave-

dian Archives. The endowment
will expand the capabilities of the
Center through research and
publications as well as provide

$500,000 to CSUF

Continued from Page 1

institutes in Armenia. Twenty per-
cent will be used to support
research in Armenian history,
language, literaturg, culture and
art, and publications, with another
twenty percent going to teaching
fellowships. The last portion of the
endowment’s proceeds will be us-
ed to meet other academic needs as
determinated by the director of the
Sarkis and. Meline Center for
Armenian Studies. The agreement
also allows the university' the op-
tion of establishing a second En-
dowed Chair in Armenian Studies
in the names of the donors.

scholarships. The Center has an
Advisory Board of 15 community
leaders appointed by the universi-
ty president.

The gift from the Kalfayans,
ooupledl with donations of others to
the Leon S. Peters Building cam-
paign and the Berberian Chair,
brings total contributions
benefiting Armenian Studies in
Fresno to more than $1 million"
during the past five years.

Forty percent of the endow-
ment’s proceeds will be devoted to
students’ scholarships, preferably
from recognized universities and

Continued on Page 7 ‘

In 1986, CSUF’s first chair in
Armenian Studies was founded,
and named after Haig and Isabel
Berberian.

The major portion of Ka]fayans

gift will come as a bequest in their. .

wills.

The couple have no children and
no remaining family, Kalfayan
said, ‘‘so we have adopted the
children of Fresno State Universi-
ty as our children.’

Both Kalfayans lost most of their
families to Ottoman Turkey’s

-organized massacres and barely

escaped with their lives.

During the news conference
where they pledged the $500,000
gift, Sam Kalfayan told FSU Presi-
dent Harol Haak: ‘‘Having lived in
the old country, we are still at heart
Armenians.”’

FRESBNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

DATE 16 May 1991

FRESH

PAGE 1 Of 1
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$500,000 Donation Made to California State
University by Fresno Couple for Armenian Studles

FRESNO, Ca. - A gift of
more than one-half million
dollars has- been pledged to
California State University,
Fresno by Sarkis and Meline

Kalfayan of Fresno in support

of the -university’s Armenian
Studies Program.

The gift, which will be
made in part now and in part
as a bequest, ultimately will
provide an endowment fund to
support The Sarkis and Meline
Kalfayan Center for Armeman
Studies.

The Center already serves
as the umbrella for the Haig
and Isabel Berberian Endowed
~ Chair, the Sahatdjian Library
and the Avedian Archives. The
endowment . will expand the
capabilities of the Center
through research and publica-
tions as well as provide teach-
ing fellowships and student
scholarships. The Center has
an Aduisory Board of 15 com-
‘munity leaders appointed by
‘the university president.

>

Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Ka(fayan, benefactors pose wzth Calzfomza .
State University - Fresno President Dr. Harold Haak, and Barlow
Der Mugrdechian, Acting Director of the Armenian Studies
Program.”The Kalfayan couple pledged $500,000 to the program.

This gift from the Kalfa-
yans coupled with donations of
others to the Leon S. Peters
Building . campaign and the
Berberian Chair, bring total
contributions benefitting Ar-
menian Studies to more than
$1 million during the past five

years.

This donation includes the
Kalfayan’s Fresno home, where
they will retain the right to
reside, as well as cash gifts
‘planned over the next several
years. The major portion of the

i
;
|
|
|

gift will comne as bequest in
their wills.

The naming of the CcmerA

i for Armenian Studies for a
~ benefactor is believed to be the

first such occasion within the
20-campus California State
University system.
Distribution of proceeds
from the endowment when

completed will included 20% -

- for scholarships to deserving

students who will be designat-
ed "Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
Scholars,” with preference for
students from recognized uni-
versities and institutes in Ar-

menia. Another 20% will be.

designated for scholarship for
Barsam and Aghavni Kalfayan
Scholars, in memory- of Sarkis
Kalfayan’s parents. Preference
again would be given to stu-
dents from Armenia.

Twenty percent will be .

used to support research in
Armenian history, language,

to provide for dissemination of
the information through publi-

' cations. The work will be des-

ignated in memory of Hovan-

nes and Aznive Babessian, tne
-parents of Meline Kalfayan.

Twenty percent will be
designated to provide addition-
al support for a position in
instruction or. research that
will be known as The Sarkis
and Meline Kalfayan Assistant-
ship, and the remaining 20%
will be used to meet other

academic needs as determined -

by the director of The Sarkis
and Meline Kalfayan Center
for Armenian Studies.

The agreement also allows
the university the option of
establishing a second Endowed.
Chair in Armenian Studies in
the names of the donors.

The Berberian Chair in
Armenian Studies was estab-
lished at the universities in
1988.
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Armenian Center Named
For Major Contributors

A gift of more than one-half
million dollars has been pledged to
California State University, Fresno by
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan of Fresno
in support of the university’s Armenian
Studies Program. «

Continued From P.25

Kalfayan Center for Armenian
Studies.

The Center already serves as the
umbrella for the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Endowed Chair, the Sahatd-

jian Library and the Avedian Archives.

president,

This gift from the Kalfayans
coupled with donations of others to the
Leon S. Peters Building campaign and
the Berberian Chair, bring total con-
tributions benefiting Armenian Studies
to more than $1 million during the past
five years.

This donation includes the
Kalfayan’s Fresno home, where they
will retain the right to reside, as well as
cash gifts planned over the next several
years. The major portion of the gift
will come as a bequest in their wills.

The naming of the Center for
Armenian Studies for a benefactor is
believed to be the first such occasion
within the 20-campus California State
University system.

Distribution of proceeds from the
endowment when completed will in-
clude 20 percent for scholarships to
deserving students who will be
designated Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
Scholars, with preference for students
from recognized universities and in-
stitutes in Armenia. Another 20 per-
cent will be designated for scholarships
for Barsam and Aghavni Kalfayan

The gift, which will be made in
part now and in part as a bequest,
ultimately will provide an endowment
fund to support The Sarkis and Meline

Please, See P.27

The  endowment will expand the
capabilities of the Center through
research and publications as well as
provide teaching fellowships and stu-
dent scholarships. The Center has an
Advisory Board of 15 community
leaders appointed by the university

Scholars, in memory of Sarkis
Kalfayan’s parents. Preference again
would be given to students from
Armenia.

Twenty percent will be used to
support research in Armenian history,
language, literature, culture and art,
and to provide for dissemination of the
information through publications. The
work will be designated in memory of
Hovannes and Aznive Babessian, the
parents of Meline Kalfayan.

Twenty percent will be designated
to provide additional support for a
position in instruction or research that
will be known as The Sarkis and
Meline Kalfayan Assistantship, and the
remaining 20 percent will be used to
meet other academic needs as deter-
mined by the director of The Sarkis
and Meline Kalfayan Center for Arme-
nian Studies.

The agreement also allows the
university the option of establishing a
second Endowed Chair in Armenian
Studies in the names of the donors.

The Berberian Chair in Armenian
Studies was established at the universi-
ty in 1988. @
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‘Kalfayan Center

for Armenian
Studies Named

FRESNO, May 6—California State
University Fresno President, Dr. Harold
H. Haak, announced last week the nam-
ing of the Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
Center for Armenian Studies at the
university. :

Mr. and Mrs. Kalfayan have pledged
more than $500,000 as an endowment
to support the faculty and students of
the CSUF Armenian Studies Program.
The gift will be made in part now and
in part as a bequest. The naming of the

Center for Armenian Studies after a'

_benefactor was the first such occasion

within the 20-campus CSU system. "
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CSU, Fresno Armenian Studies Dept.
Receives Half Million Dollar Endowment

By Jeff Aharonian

Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
pledged $500,000 to the Arme-
nian Studies Program at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno, Dr.
Harold Haak, President of the
University, announced at a press
conference on Monday, May 8.

The gift, which will be made in
part now and in part as a be-
quest, ultimately will provide an

endowment fund to support the
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
Center for Armenian Studies.
The Center already serves as
the umbrella for the Haig and
Isabel Berberian Endowed Chair

‘established in 1988, the Sahatd-

jian Library and the Avedian Ar-
chives. The endowment will ex-
pand the capabilities of * the
Center through research and

From right: Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan, Dr. Harold Haak, Barlow Der
Mugrdechian.

Center, was born in Armenia in
1911 and fled to the U.S. with his
family during the Genocide. He
settled in Yettem, where he im-
mediately became involved with
the St. Mary Church.

In 1949, he married Meline
Babessian, who was born in
Tokat. Meline's father' was a
scholar, teacher, author as well
as a talented cartologist.

Kalfayan, who speaks five
languages, served in World War
I as an intepreter to General
George Patton. After the war he
earned a B.A. in economics from
Fresno State College, an M.S. in
agricultural economics from UC-
Berkeley and a Master's in Public
Administration from USC.

lofl

publications as well as provide
teaching fellowships and student
scholarships. The Center has an
Advisory Board of 15 communi-
ty leaders appointed by the
university president.

This gift from the Kalfayans,
coupled with donations of others
to the Leon S. Peters Building

. campaign and the Berberian

Chair, bring total contributions
benefitting Armenian Studies to

more than $1 million during the -

past five years.

Distribytion of proceeds from
the endowment when completed
will include 20 percent for
scholarships to deserving
students who will be designated
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
Scholars, with preference for
students from recognized univer-
sities and institutes in Armenia.
Another 20 percent will be
designated for scholarships for
Barsam and Aghavni Kalfayan
Scholars, in memory ‘of Sarkis
Kalfayan's parents. Preference
again would be given to students
from Armenia.

Twenty percent will be used to
support research in Armenian
history, language, literature,
culture and art, and to provide
for dissemination of the informa-

He worked for more than 20
years as a city manager, mostly
in Southern California, and has
also been employed as an econo-
mist and statistician by the Fe-
deral Raisin Administration.

Kalfayan, who travelled to Ar-
menia this past November, said:
“The most important thing Ar-
menians today should remember
is not to forget about their heri-
tage,'" he said. "'If you forget your
cultural heritage, then you are
losing your past. Without your
past you are a nobody.”

tion through publications. Tt
work will be designated i
memory of Hovannes and A
nive Babessian, the parents «
Meline Kalfayan.

Twenty percent will t
designated to provide addition:
support for a position in instru
tion or research that will t
known as the Sarkis and Melir
Kalfayan Assistantship, and th
remaining 20 percent will be u
ed to meet other academic need

The agreement also allows th
university the option ¢
establishing a second endowe
chair in Armenian studies in th
names of the donors.

The Kalfayans, who have n
children or relatives, made th
donation in an effort to giv
Armenian students the oppo:
tuxity to excel.

"It if wasn't for the help ¢
others, I wouldn't have ever go
ten the chance to go to schox
and get to where I am today,” h
said. "My wife and I ar
donating to the universit
because we wanted our heirs ¢
be the students who will follos
us and tell the story of the Arm
nian people.”

"Sam'’ Kalfayan, who serves ¢
advisor to the Armenian Studie
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Kalfayans Donate $500,000 To
CSUF Armenian Studies Prog.

“ 2 ."v . c’_ A

Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan have pledged to donate over
$500,000 as an endowment to support the faculty and students of CSU
Fresno’s Armenian Studies Program. Pictured above: Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, Director. of the Program; Dr. Harold Haak President of
CSUF; and Mr. and Mrs. Kalfayan. See full story, P. 26.

Kalfayans Donate $500,000
To CSUF Armenian Studies

California State University,
Fresno President Dr. Harold H. Haak
announced on Monday, May 6, 1991
the naming of the Sarkis and Meline
Kalfayan Center for Armenian
Studies at the university. Mr. and
Mrs. Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan,
have pledged more than one-half
million dollars as an endowment to
support the faculty and students of
the CSUF Armenian Studies Pro-
gram. The gift, which will be made in
part now and in part as a bequest,
ultimately will provide an endowment

fund to support the Sarkis and Meline

Kalfayan Center for Armenian
Studies. The naming of the Center for
Armenian Studies for a benefactor is
the first such occasion within the
twenty campus California .State
University system.

Following the announcement, a

luncheon was held in the Uniyersity -

Business Center, hosted by Dr. Haak
and by Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Ac-
ting Director of the Armenian Studies
Program, and attended by university
officials, members of the Center for
Armenian Studies Advisory Board,
and leaders of the Armenian Students
Organization.

During the ceremonies honoring
the Kalfayans, Dr. Haak said, “Today
we celebrate the commitment that
the Kalfayans have made. Sarkis and
Meline Kalfayan have a deep and
abiding commitment to the university
and to our Center for Armenian
Studies.”
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" "“We were proud in late 1988 to
announce the creation of an endow-
ment providing permanent support
for a professor in Armenian Studies.
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director of
the Armenian Studies Program, was
chosen as the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Professor of Armenian
Studies. It is my personal privilege to
announce yet another gift that will
provide a permanent financial founda-
tion to supplement the state budget
for the students and faculty who are
at work in the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram. One of the unique hallmarks of

distinction on this campus has been
our Armenian Studies Program which

since 1964 has provided regular.

classroom instruction in Armenian
history, language, literature, art, and
culture. The Program has produced
scholarly research and publications
advancing our knowledge in these
same subjects,  and the wider com-
munity has been served through sym-
posia, instruction on weekends, and
visiting speakers, who have brought a
continuing stream of information pro-
viding an historic as well as a current
perspective on Armenian culture.”

Mr. Kalfayan said the following:
“We decided to make this bequest
because we wanted our heirs to be
the students who ~will follow us
as long as there is a university here.
These students and their teachers
will tell anew the story of the Arme-
nian people: their history, their art,
their culture, their literature, and
their language. In research and in
publications, they will discover new in-
formation and share it with the world.

The agreement setting up the en-
dowment calls for scholarships for
deserving students studying the
Kalfayan Center to be called the
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan Scholars
and Barsam and Aghavni Kalfayan
Scholars.

Support will be provided for
research in Armenian history,
language, literature, culture, and art
and the publication of the results of
that research will be in memory of
Hovannes and Aznive Babessian,
Meline Kalfayan’s parents.

The Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan

_ Assistantship will provide support for

a position in instruction or research in
the Center.

This donation from the Kalfayans
coupled with the donations of others
to the Leon S. Peters Building cam-
paign, and the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Chair of Armenian Studies,
bring total contributions benefitting
Armenian Studies to more than
$1,000,000 during the past five
years. B
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CSUF Establishes Kalfayan Center

California State University, Fresno, has named the
Armenian Studies Center for two gencrous benefactors,
Sarkis and Meliné (Babessian) Kalfayan, in recognition of

their gift of $500,000 in donations and pledges.

_ The funds will be used to establish an endowment, the
income from which will support the Kalfayan Center for
Armenian  Studies through scholarships, grants for
instructors and for research, and publications.

Chairman of the Center for Armenian Studies Adviso-
ry Board since 1989, Mr. Kalfayan travelled to Armenia
in 1990 to lay the groundwork for an exchange agreement
between Yerevan State University and CSUF.



