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TRPE TWO 

JOSE UILLA - ORAL HISTORY 

Jose: I was talking about people who were MeHican-American 
. I 

affairs Committee and I mentioned a lot of the stud!ents and 

professors that were here. But, there were also c~mmunity 

people and there were people like Jeffrey?? , Jose???, Jose 

Martinez, Sophia Mendoza:, at that time, there were also 
[G((}.[{ (1[[ ,;--\ 

community actiuists like Sal Condel???. Who is now known as 

Chemal? And Jesse and Henry Domenquez, the Domenquez 

• brothers, so there were, I guess .I'm saying there was a lot of 

participation in MeHican-American Affairs Committee because 

there was a lo.t of community support for the· idea of the 

MeHican-American right to studies?? program and helping bring 

more Chicano students on this campus and prepare them to go . ,. 

back and serue the community, but, then the School of Social 

Work was started up too and there was quite frankly a lot of 

conflict in starting up the School of Social Work. No.1 because 

there was already a program in place that was MeHican­

American Graduate Studies and No. 2 because there was no 

budget for the Social Work program as a line item budget and 

the Uniuersity had passed for a budget for the program but the 

Gouernor who was then Gouernor Reagan could not grant it. So, 
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the acting President when I come here in 1969, I come here in 

October of 1969 ... 

Question: So that was my neut question, what led you to come 

to Son Jose euentuolly7 

Jose:. It was that the idea starting a Graduate School of Social 

Work that hod os its major emphasis the training of organizers 

to go out ond organize the community, the 111. To me that 

seemed right down my line because what I hod been doing ouer 

in PhoeniH. That's what I hod done in Rlbuquerque because I 

hod....olthough I didn't know I w~s on organizer, I really hod 

organized the people and kids. So I wos on organizer before I 

went to get my graduate degree. Before coming here. Rnd so I 

liked the idea of working with Grad program in Social Work that 

did just that. But, when I got here, I mean when I wos 

interuiewed I wos offered the job ond I asked my wife if she 

wonted to moue here; she wasn't too happy about the idea but, 

we olreody hod eight children, most of them, oil of them in grade 

school or younger. Our baby wos just o year old ond ... 777 to 

toke the job, I took the job ond when I got here, I didn't know 

the politics that were going on. When I got here I found out that 

... o lot of disgust between faculty that were olreody at MRGS 

ond the people that were being hired in the Social Work program. 

Because the positions to hire people in Social Work Program 
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were bootlegged by the Acting President of the Uniuersity who 
\{l)hl r-r~f•v.i•f S7. 

was Hubert Burnsley. He was pretty supportiue, I think, of what 

we were trying to do. Bootlegged means that just took 

positions from other deportment and assigned them to the 

faculty, to ??? the positions here at _the school, t? help get the 
! 

school curriculum organized. Practice organized and to start to 

finding coursework???. 

Question: So the MAGS people were opposed to this? 

Jose: Well, they were, I think, they felt threatened by it. And I 

think it was just justifiable because they hod worked so hard, 

the MAGS people in the community and the community hod 

worked so hard to get uery limited resources to the MAGS 

program and all of a sudden, they sow us getting fiue positions 

for the School of Social Work, for a professional program which 

we ore. Professional ?????. And they felt threatened by it 

because, they hod worked so hard to get to the stage, where 

??? and they sow that if a professional school storte_d here it 

would automatically then subordinate a deportment which was 

what MAGS, was a Deportment and the idea was cooled ??? and 

understanding the academic structure was more powerful, 

t • . • d ???pres 1g1ous, on ... 

Question: A School, rather than a Deportment 
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Jose: That's right, so, there was a lot of talk among the Chicanos 

as to whether they should especially after the Gouenior had 

turned down the budget. Whether they should continue 

supporting the Social Work Program, under bootlegged positions 

for a temporary period of time. And there were a lot of 

discussions, I don't know if I can go into detail about all the 

discussions that took place. 

Question: Could you giue us the basic premise of them? 

Jose: Basically, I think that the discussion was whether 

Chicanos should support a School, a concept of a School or 

continue with the Department. The idea was to continue with 

the Department until the idea of a School of Social Work. But, 

when I was interuiewed by the MeHican-American Affairs 

committee they had asked me questions about what I was ready 

to do and would do if I came here. And I used to question too. 

And the question was, Look I haue a large family and if I come 

here, how do I know that I will continue to be supported 

because I could already see that there was a lot of... just by 

talking to people.... and the way people were talking to each 

other that there was some questions. And so, I was assured by 

the Committee that they would always so long as I was here, 

that they would always support the idea of a School. And so, 
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when the Committee, ????? wos discussing doing owoy with the 

School of Social Work, I reminded them about that commitment 

to me. When I come here, that so long os I wos here this would 

continue, so. Bosicolly, what happened wos that while that con 

continue the woy it's going, ond if you help us ouer ot MRGS 

maybe we will consider that so, the trade-off quite frankly wos 

that I went to MRGS ond I .went there full-time because Lou 

Coronzo who wos the first temporary Choirmon of the 

Deportment decided he needed to get o Ph.D. He did not houe o 

Ph.D. so they needed o permanent Choirmon for the Deportment 

ond the trade-off that I become the permanent Choirmon of 

MRGS while this School continued to deuelop. 

Question: Who wos running the School ot that time? 

Jose: Poul Sanchez 

Question: So what happened to it? 

Jose: They deueloped the curriculum. Quite frankly, one of the 

people ofter I become Choirmon of MRGS, one of the people I 

hired, FeliH Gorcio who wos o Ph.D. in curriculum helped deuelop 

the curriculum in the School of Social Work. So there wos o 

continuing trade-off. 
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Question: ???? able to see his book he wrote on the 

deuelopment of the School of Social Work. 

Jose: So, in that position, I become Chairman of MAGS and I 

think that they liked me euen though I was o social worker and 

they hod trouble with social workers. Because social workers 

hod o negotiue image. They still do, I think, in the community. 

They're the people that control resources in the welfare 

deportment and mental health and .... , and, I think, o feeling of 

the community towards social works is that we maybe 

emphasize the things that ore wrong with people instead of 

finding out what things ore good about people and trying to help 

them out. Anyhow, that's on image, I'm not saying that's the 

way social workers ore but, I hod to help ouercome that image 

and it's through o process of just interacting and communicating 

with people here. So, anyhow, os Chairman of MAGS.... 

Question: Well, wait o minute, do you think, it could be that 

instead of finding out what is wrong with the person, that there 

could be ... and through social work that you could find out, 

maybe perhaps, what's wrong with the institution? And the 

implementation.. Instead of looking ot the indiuiduol? 

Jose: That's why the original curriculum office, School of Social 

Work, was around organizing because it means getting people to 
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deuelop power to confront in'.stitutions and systems that ore not 

really responsiue to the people or sensitiue to their needs. It 

was the opposite, the other ~nd of the spectrum that we choose. 

It was the empowerment model. That's why I stood up uery 

strongly for it. And I sow myself os o sacrificial Iamb to keep 

the School oliue. 

Question: By mouing ouer to MAGS? 

Jose: That's right. So, that was the big trade-off os for I'm 

concerned. And it was acceptable. It was o negotiated trode­

off. 

Question: Negotiated by your:sel.f? 

Jose: By the social w.orkers, by the committee and the 

- ·t d ??Umuers1 y on ... . . because the recommendation from the 

committee was that the Uniuersity appoint me os Chairman of o 

Deportment. Besides being o social worker, what I brought to 

MAGS is that my undergraduate degree from the• Uniu. of New 

MeHico was I nter-Americon Affairs or Latin-American Studies. 

So I brought o lot of what, I heard people talking about, MAGS 

represented, understanding our history. I hod o lot of History 

about MeHico, Latin-America, understanding our culture. I hod o 

lot of sociology and o lot of cultural kind. of stuff. I spoke pretty 
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good Spanish ond I hod o lot of eHperience with elite in the 

community, in PhoeniH ond in Albuquerque. So, I olreody 

represented whot the MAGS program in mony woys wos talking 

ob out helping other people become. 

Question: Did you encounter ony difference between the 

communities of, let's soy, Southwest ond thot porticulorly of Son 

Jose? 

Jose: Well, the communities here were more octiuist. There 

were o lot more octiuists here thon in Albuquerque or in PhoeniH, 

the two lorge cities where I hod been before. So, o lot of thot 

octiuism, I think, come out ogoin Cesor Chouez ond o lot of 

identity with the mouement thot started here in Colifornio ond 

Cesor Chouez wos here from Son Jose. So the big difference ond 

thot why whot mode, I think, Son Jose like o mognet to some of 

us from outside. Because Cesor Chouez become o hero, o folk 

hero to us. And the mouement become o cause, our cause in 

bringing about some sense of justice. Especially because o lot of 

us hod been migrant workers and we identified uery strongly 

with the injustices to our migrants. Why do you think we liued 

in cities? We come, we hod folks .. thot background. ??? 

Beginnings. So Son Jose become the capitol of octiuism to us. 

The mecco, the seat. 
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Question: So how did you continue your octiuism ond organizing 

in Son Jose? Well, when I come here, in order to... the first thing 

when I come here, the neHt doy ofter I got here wos October of 

1969. The headlines of the newspaper, I forget, the eHoct dote 
~ ... 

but, must houe been early October wos Judge Gerold s. Soruen?? 

about o young boy that hod relations with his sister, about 

incest, o young MeHicon boy ond his sister ond Judge Gerold S. 

ck,~sarQen?? being quoted in the paper, 8S telling that young boy 

maybe Hitler wos r ight that onim ols in society should be killed 

ond he wos on onimol. Maybe MeHicons should be treated that 

way. That got the community oll upset, of course. Rnd so I 

stayed with Sal ??? Rnd so, Sal, had been pretty actiue himself 

in the community. He had been working as a liaison with the 

Church. Like a Hispanic or Chicano counselor that the Church had 

organized. Sal was uery actiue in organizing the School of Social 

Work too. Rnd Sal was uery actiue with Cesar Chauez. 

Question: Was this the Catholic Church or the Protestant? 

Jose: Catholic. So I stayed with on actiuist. That 's the first 

thing that, you got to understand, about how did I get oriented 

like kind of real fast in Son Jose. I stayed with him ond his 

family for the first three weeks I wos in Son Jose while I was 

looking for o house for my family. Rnd it wos ot his house that I 

read these headlines about Gerold S. Sargen calling MeHicons 

(tA J 



10 

animals. And it was through MOCH, the MeHicon-nmericon 

Community Seruices agency that o lot of Chicanos come together 

to challenge and to demand that the Judge be thrown out of the 

court for that, for racist remarks. And I went to those meetings 

and those were the first meetings I went to. About the Chicano 

community organizing to do something about that Judge. Get 

him thrown out of the Court. And it was just attending o lot of 

those meetings... there were meetings almost euery night. 

Someplace or other. There were meetings almost euery day 

about this school, about MAGS. And MAGS getting the students 

inuolued in demonstrating. Ht the court steps and 

demonstrating and demonstrating euery place they could. There 

were o lot of meetings through MAGS and the community affairs 

committee and MOCH ot that time about demonstrating and 

picketing ot the place, the Center for the Performing Orts 

Theater is now. Because of lock of Hffirmotiue Action policies. 

went and walked those picket lines, that's one of the things 

did. There were demonstrations and picketing in front of the 

Administration building here ot Son Jose State for lock of 

Chicano teachers and other matters related to Chicano needs. 

And I walked in those picket lines and that's where I meet 

people, octiuist type people. That's where I meet Corio 

Lorgen 1••••t "??? I meet Corio Lorgenti for the picket lines, Jim 
' Mocenti?? too, ot the Center for Performing Orts and ouer here 

and some demonstrations ot City Holl and the Court House ouer 
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Gerold S. Sorgen??. I mode it my business to just attend euery 

meeting there wos about on:ything thot related to the Chicano 

community. I went to school board meetings. I went to City 

Council meetings. I went to, Boord of Superuisors meetings. 

went onyploce there wos: ony question about whot wos 

happening to Chicanos. I just circulated o whole bunch. Euery 

night, euery doy on weekends, wheneuer there wos nothing 

going on, I wos there. Rnd I wos there to porticipote ond just 

kind of look ond listen ond see who wos saying whot, ond who 

wos whom ond find out w,ho wos talking to who. It's on 

organizer's woy of getting to know o community. We go 

onyploce where there is people ond find out whot people ore 

saying, whot they ore feeling whot they ore doing. Rnd so my 

first siH months euery doy of the week, euery weekend, that's 

whot I did, I spent just going ond obseruing people where they 

were meeting ond whot they were saying. Whot the issues 

were. Rnd in thot process I got ocquointed with people ond 
'' people got ocquointed with me. So I introduced myself to some 

??? , I just went to euery meeting thot I could. 

Question: So ofter those siH months, whot were some of your 

conclusions? 

Jose: Well, I didn't reach ony conclusions. I sow there wos o lot 

of octiuism but, 
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Question: What were you feeling or thinking at the time? 

Jose: I was thinking there was a lot of work to do. Hnd I was 

wondering if the people had a good sense of planning because a 

lot of my background was in planning and organizing. More of 

how to plan and coordinate actiuities. How to plan and 

coordinate actions about issues that needed attention. Because 

the issues were uery big. They had to do with housing, with 

crime, with delinquency, with school drop-outs, the same things 

we haue now. But at that time, at least the people were uocal, 

they were making statements of their dissatisfaction. So how 

, ; do you capture dissatisfaction and channel it? Was the thing I 

was looking at. I was trying to .... I was doing all this for a 

purpose, part of my job. Because my job was to organize the 

field practicum or the field eHperiences out there in the 

community for our students that we sent out to learn how to 

become organizers. So I really analyzing, not only the social 

conditions, but the situations in which our students would find 

themselues, working with uarious community groups and 

organizations and how they ,would be able to systemically also 

introduce themselues, be accepted and learn from the 

eHperience of working there, So that's a slow process. It was a 

slow learning process for me and I saw from an academic 

standpoint, it had to be a slow learning process for our students 
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too. So thot euen if they become uery inuolued in things I wos 

inuolued in, such os demonstrations, rallies, picketing, etc. 

Supporting causes thot they olwoys.... o student is o student. n 
student hos to be o student first ond then on octiuist second or. 

Question: Did you find thot to be o conflict? 

Jose: Yeo, because students tend in o woy ... they get swept 

with the emotionalism or with the eHcitement or octiuity of on 

action, but if you ore going to be o student you houe to leorn 

how to seporote yourself from thot, study it carefully, onolyze it 

ond then decide how the people themselues, con become 

empowered to confront conditions they wont changed. It's not 

eosy. 

Question: How is thot done? 

Jose: Uery slowly. 

Question: I con understand the emotionalized bit. Thot would be 

difficult. 

Jose: And port of the training, you see, of o social worker is to 

understand, to deuelop understanding ond occeptonce of self 

because if it isn't there, if it isn't under o known condition, under 
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o factor of self analysis, of understanding strengths and 

weaknesses of self,.... if you can't help self, how con you help 

someone else? 

Question: That's true, I agree with that. 

Jose: It's o careful process of deuelopment, self-deuelopment. 

Because self-deuelopment and knowledge of self in o reciprocal 

way that you begin to really understand the power of 

deuelopmentol capacity or potential of another indiuiduol. But, 

only us that indiuiduol is willing or able to deuelop self also. 

You don't giue anything to anyone. You bring out what already 

\~_ eHists. You bring out how they con moue with it. 

Question: Do you re coll the walk-out ot Rooseuelt Junior High? 

Jose: I wasn't here ot the time. That was in '68, I think. 

Question: You were not here ot the time. 

Jose: I was here in '69. 

Question: Do you recall reading any articles or what you heard 

ob out it or so forth? 
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Jose: I heard o lot about it. ;I heard about it from the people 

that walked out. That lead the walkers. 

Question: Who were? 

Jose: Jose Corrosco ond Conseulo Rodriquez. 

Question: Con you tell me what led up to those incidents? 

Jose: Well, Lorry ond Sofia Mendoza too told me about it. Well, 

ogoin the some thing that's been wrong ot most schools where 

you houe o large number of Chicano kids. The teachers weren't 

really teaching the kids. The kids weren't interested in school 

that much because of olienotion ond other factors. That 

teachers were mostly nonChicono ond o lot of them racist ond 

that Chicanos were complete!~ turned off by their attitudes ond 

by their Ioele of respect for the students ond the parents. Those 

ore basic factors caused our Chicano kids to be olienoted from 

educotionol system. 

Question: So what did they tell you happened? 

Jose: They got sick ond tired of the woy the school wos being 

run. They got sick ond tired of nothing being done about the 

situation. Hnd so parents were organized to pull their kids out 
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of school. Rs o protest to the bod things thot were going on. 

Sophie hod o lot to do with it os I understand it. Rnd Jose ond 

Consuelo were the two teachers, Chicono teachers thot were 

willing to wolk out with kids. 

Question: Consuelo Rodriquez? Isn't she now the.... 

Jose: She's here ot Stote. 

Question: Why wos o Junior High School the target? I would feel 

that being o Uniuersity, wrould toke place more so at the 

Uniuersity leuel than at o junior high school where kids would 

not really comprehend what was going on? 

Jose: I know but, you see the junior high becouse thot's where 

the kids were suffering the most. Rt uniuersities, students ore 

olreody adults, right? But, at the junior high, you still houe kids 

thot somehow ot o uery critical stage, you see, of deueloping 

themselues. In the deuelopment process. Rnd also because o 

person like Sophie Mendozo who was o porent of kids there and 

wos uery concerned and on octiuist in other ways. Hod token 

the time in the organizing sense to talk to them and were willing 

to do something ob out what. was happening to the kids. So the 

whole concept of o strong orgonizing base hos to do with people 

to whom you con appeal to their self interest and there's no one, 
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that I think can respond better than the self interests around 

the needs of their kids. Rnd so, again, in the organizing sense, I 

think, it wasn't just by accident that you would say, it was 

Rooseuelt Junior High. I think it was because there was 

willingness on the part of one parent, Sophie, who talked to 

other parents and helped organize them do something. Rnd it's 

out of deuelopment... you haµe to deuelop a base, an organizing 

base. You haue to deuelop a power base. Rnd without those 

items, you haue nothing to moue on. 

Question: It could be in addition to the teachers there as well, 

right? 

Jose: Yea, well, that's the other important element. Who• 
wouldn't 1111 , also carry out some action, internally. 

Question: Who were teachers there at the time. 

Jose: Right. 

Question: So, where there any results out of this walk-out? 

Jose: Well, again, it got a lot of attention of the public through 

the press. I think it brought attention to things that were 

wrong regarding the make-up of the school and the operations 
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of the school ond the lock of obility to reolly oddress the needs 

of kids, respect for the kids ond the community ond their 

porents. Rgoin, uttention to institutionolized rocism thot 

besides, euen if people ore not rocist, consciously rocist, 

institutionolized rocism soys thot there ore proctices thot ore 

curried out by the nonChicono teochers in this instonce ond thot 

they couldn't h.ondle, simply becouse of the sociol distonce. This 

ore people thot might driue in from Los Gotos, Sorotogo, or Polo 

Rlto ond the sociol distonce olone keeps you from being oble to 

understond the eHperience thot the kids bring into the school. 

Into the clossroom setting. So houing thot sociol distonce, then 

you houe the lock of obility to relote to the kids regording ogoin, 

then which culture or history, those mutters thot teochers were 

not knowledgeoble obout. Becuuse they hod not been troined in 

school. So this brings ... th.ot then prouided the rotionole for 

whot wos wrong with this institution ond how we troined 

teochers to become knowledgeoble obout ond responsiue to the 

needs of Chicono kids. 

Question: Do you recoll the Fiesto de los Rosos? 

Jose: I wosn't here when thot hoppened. Thot olso hoppened 

right before I come here. Rnd I 'ue heord obout it. 

Question: Whot did you heor obout it? 
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Jose: I heard that La Fiesta de las Rosas was a uery traditional 

community celebration that had a lot to do with celebrating 

more the Spanish heritage than the MeHican heritage. It was 

supported by the City and Anglos and, you know, the gringos 

that liked the Rose Parade or something similar to that. It was a 

time to really put on a nice celebration of roses and beauty and 

centered around the theme, a Spanish theme. So the people 

were uery upset here. The MeHican people, the Chicano, because 

the gringos were celebrating Spanish traditions and ualues and 

they felt uery offended and rightly so, because the Chicano 

community, the MeHican community was not being recognized. 

So when you celebrate Spain and its heritage, you really 

celebrate the oppression of Spain towards MeHican Indians. Rnd 

so that brought a protest and objections to the whole idea of 

celebrating· oppressiue kinds of conditions rather than 

recognizing goals that were healing the oppression. Rnd that 

was a protest really against .... that erupted into real uiolence. 

Police beating up on Chicanos that were protesting during the 

parade. Disrupting the parade. Taken off to jail. 

Question: Do you know why, who was euen .. created or 

thought of to begin with? 
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Jose: Rs ony public demonstration, it wos to bring public 

attention to o wrong, to right o wrong. 

(end Tp 2-Sd 1) 

Question: . Houe you heord of the MeHicon-Rmericon youth 

orgonizotion7 Or other orgonizotions ot the high school leuel7 

Jose: I heord obout it. They were the eorly on high school 

student, Chicono student orgonizotions thot ottempted to get 

them to assume greoter responsibility for improuing, their own 

educotion but, olso for getting serious obout the uolue of 

• educotion ond whot it hod for them. Now when I soy the uolue 

of educotion, I'm fomilior with the foct thot there were o lot of 

problems thot students hod to confront in the high schools. Such 

os II racist ottitudes by teochers ond odministrotors. Neglect of 

their interest in studying. lnodequote resources for students in 

the poor schools. And just bod treatment on composes of 

schools, it's II whole history of thot, ond I don't wont to get into 

it. There's o whole history regording the U.S. Ciuil Rights 

Commission report ond whot they found wos hoppening in the 

Southwest regarding punishing kids for speolcing Sponish, 

inodequote resources in schools where Chicono kids went, like 

for instance. Lock of microscopes or Ioele of people to teoch 

·• science. Lock of just teochers thot just could relote to the kid's 
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eHperiences to turn them on to educotion. But, whot I'm soging 

is thot I don't wont to get into whot coused students to be 

dissotisfied. Especiollg Chicono students in the high schools. 

Thot hos been documented in the U.S. Ciuil Rights Commission 

reports, in books written bg Tom Corter or whoeuer it wos who 

wrote o cose studg of educotionol neglect when it come to 

schools ond MeHicon-Americon in schools. When it come to 

people like Ernesto Uorlorzo??? writing gronts ond who come 

here to this Uniuersitg to deuelop bilinguol student loborotorg 

ond to trg ond get students, teochers ond porents inuolued in 

the process. I just don't wont ... whot I'm soging is thot oll of 

these foctors, in foct, force students to get orgonized becouse 

no one else wos reollg willing to feel better whot theg were 

eHperiencing in schools. So, I'm fomilior with the foct thot thot 

took ploce here in Son Jose ond Doklond ond Son Antonio and oll 

ouer the ploce ond in PhoeniH, too. 

Question: Do gou recoll who were the originol orgonizers? 

Jose: No, I didn't work... here, in Son Jose, didn't work with 

ong of the orgonizers ot MAYA ?? groups. And in PhoeniH, 

Arizono, I did work with some of the porents ond students. You 

recoll thot I hod mentioned in orgonizing the quolitg ?? 

progroms thot we orgonized porents to wolk ouer to the high 
' 

school ond toke their kids out ond protest obout whot wos 
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happening to the kids. Hnd there were leaders there, I really 

can't remember the names, the student names. 

Question: So whot euer become of ... 

Jose: MHYH ??? then turned into in mony woys... the MHYH kids 

come to the campuses ond started up MHCHH or ??? , we still 

houe MHCHH groups on this campus now ond oll ouer the place. 

But, I don't think ond ... I think thot the groups ot the school 

leuel, I houen't heard much about MHYH groups now. I don't 

know what's happening there ot this time. 

Question: Do you think thot they ore noneHistent? 

Jose: My feeling is thot they ore noneHistent. 

Question: You spoke of those who were formally MHYH students 

ond thot become MHCHH students. Do you belieue thot they 

mointoined the some philosophy now os then? 

Jose: I think mony of them do. I think, for instance, Cormelito 

Ue??? who is MHCHH leader on campus ond some others. They 

bosicolly cling to the foct thot what's wrong with education is 

thot mostly the white faculty still don't relate to or understood 

or accept Chicanos for whot they ore ond they uolues, their 
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needs ond their feelings. They're still fighting, they ore on ????, 

it's ????? institutionalized racism. I think Cormelito ond MACHA 

people ond people like Cormelito across campuses.... MACHA is 

still oliue ond I think that these ore some of those kids that 

started out some of those schools. 

Question: Could you define institutional racism? 

Jose: Institutional racism in fact, is o practice of discrimination. 

It is also attitudes that relegate talking about Chicanos, you 

could soy the some thing about Blocks in some degree, houe 

worked their peruosiue, preuoiling attitudes that still still 

nonwhite people os inferior to white people. And it is not 

outright occusotion of you're brown or you're block or you're 

Asian or whoteuer, therefore, you're inferior. Nobody is soys 

that but, uery subtle ways ond in many, ond once in awhile it 

does pop out in uery octiue, •you know, go bock to MeHico ond 

speak English only. This is America. Go bock to MeHico, so. 

Chicano ??? hos to soy this is American, speak Spanish, I heard 

on TU. We're still fighting, octiue the institutionalized racism ond 

I'm saying institutionalized because it's in the practice of people 

who occupy positions of authority ond teaching positions that in 

unspoken ways discriminate ogoinst people of o different color. 

And in many ways, I could go into o great deal of detail ond giue 

you instances; just doy before yesterday, I wos ot o committee 
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meeting which is coiled the Outreach Council of the Educational 

Equity Boord which minorities help to get established in this 

institution. 1) That educational equity board which is looking at 

why more Chicanos, especially, as well as Blocks ore not being 

brought into this campus both students and faculty. Because of 

this campus, 2 percent of the faculty is Chicano as compared to 

the fact that out there is about 25 percent of the population is 

Chicano. On campus, 5.7 percent of the student population is 

Chicano as compared to probably out there, the student 

population right now in the schools is close to 30 percent. So 

there is this terrible, you know, differences. That means we 

ought to houe more Chicanos on this campus, but, we do not. 

That alone is statistical euidence to the fact that we houe not 

been able to accommodate the education of Chicanos on this 

campus. But beyond statistical euidence, the other day at this 

meeting, I started telling you about there was a nonChicono 

white guy that was basically saying, we were saying, we ought 

to houe, establish, on equity goal to bring more Chicanos on 

campus. Rnd the question was what should that goal be? Rnd 

one of the Chicanos present said, it should be t-he number of 

Chicano kids in kindergarten right now. Rnd that' number 

become 40 to 50 percent. So, twelue years from now, we should 

be able to accommodate 40 to 50 percent of the graduating high 

school seniors. Rnd you won't belieue the reaction. 
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Question: I con just imagine. 

Jose: The reaction was that was not real. We houe to think 

more in terms of accommodating only the number on o parity 
: 

basis, o percentage of those graduating from high school. Rnd 

this is o guy that supposedly understands minorities or is willing 

to work on this committee, But, he himself was saying it's 

unreal for us to shoot for goals that in fact sends out o message 

that soys if you're Chicano, and you go all the way through 

school we'll accommodate you. The message he is sending is only 

some of you will make it, we don't know what some of you will 

make it but, we're only willing to toke o percentage of those of 

\...,· you who do make it. Rnd that's institutionalized racism. How do 

you put o handle on it? This guy was totally obliuious to what he 

was eHpressing and to what and to where his mind was. Rnd to 

what his understanding, more important that frustration to me 

is this lock of understrinding of how to keep this institution 

honest about its commitment, not just to the graduating seniors 

or to percentage thereof, but, to kids that houe got to here we 

ore going to prepare to accommodate. That's the difference. 

Rnd this guy ???? he would begin to think he's acting in o 

prejudiced way or prejudicial. This happened this week. 
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Question: It's more ouert or more conuert than ouert. Rre you 

....are you aware of the enistence of Chicano EDP at San Jose 

City College? Or San Jose State? 

Jose: When I came here there was already an EDP here and I 

think that there was an EDP at City College about the same time 

or shortly after and there was a ~hicano EDP and there was a 

Black EDP. Yes, I was aware of it. 

Question: Do you know why was it formed? 

Jose: It was formed again to focus on the fact that a lot of 

"-~) Chicanos students weren't coming because of lock of financial 

assistance. It was primarily to get Chicano students that were 

from low income backgrounds, the financial assistance they 
, 

needed to offset the eupenses of coming to school. But, also to 

prouide them with counseling with counselors and counseling 

that was about Chicanos too. Rs a woy of role modeling, as a 

woy of attracting. 

Question: Do you know who created or... EDP7 

Jose: Here on campus, again, once it was known that they 

were777 for this purpose, I think the Menican-Rmerican Affairs 



7P 

27 

Committee helped get thot going ond Umberto Gorzo wos the EDP 

director. 

Question: The first one ot State? 

Jose: don't know if he wos the first or not, but, he wos one 

of... 

Question: Whot role did he ploy? 

Jose: He wos the Director when I wos here. In '70 ond his role 

thot he hod os Director wos just to monoge, administer ond giue 
( ', 
,j direction to the whole program. 

Question: Rnd whot impact would you soy he hod on the 

program or on the institution? 

Jose: Umberto is totally Chicano. There wos no guessing where 

his heod ond heart were regarding getting resources ond helping 

Chicanos through college ond so he wos on effectiue leader ond 

representotiue of Chicano needs ond whot Chicanos ospirotions 

were oll about from on educotionol standpoint. I think thot he 

hired people ond monoged people who were similarly committed 

to helping the Chicano kids come to this campus ond succeed in 

some woys. I think o lot of the early Chicano leadership come 
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from people like Umberto in EDP ond 1111 ond other programs 

we houe now. 

Question: How did the institution itself uiew EDP? 

Jose: Well, when I come here Bert Burns wos the Acting 

President ond he wos uery supportiue of the program. 

Question: So whot is EDP doing todoy7 

Jose: Right now EDP still trying to... it's integrated now. 

Hnd ... There's no Block or Chicano EDP, it's oll just EDP for either 

Chicanos, Blocks, Hsions or others or 77 white kids. 
' 

Question: How did thot hoppen7 

Jose: Well, it happened out of the foct thot you hod two 

seporote odministrotions ond there wos o duplication of 

odministrotion ond of program resources. Hnd so they 

just...becouse of o lot of cut-bocks, thot happened because 

people sow it os o woste of money, they combined the 

programs. 11111 order. 

Question: So how did this effect Chiconos7 
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Jose: Well, Chicanos houe maintained control of the program 

because Gabe Rayes?? hos been the Director or was Director for 

many, many years. He was Associate Director and ???? There 

houe been some Block associate directors but, the management 

of the programs houe been maintained by Chicanos. 

Question: So you don't feel this hod negotiue impact combining 

the two? 

Jose: There hod been some negotiue impacts. I om not familiar. 

I'm not familiar with all of them. But, if... I think it hos diluted, 

my obseruotion and it's only that, is that it hos diluted the 

ability to reach out to the Chicano community. Resources were 

cut bock and that's another minus. And I think it hos also, lost a 

focus on what's necessary from a cultural language standpoint 

to help Chicano kids succeed when then you houe to make sense 

to nonChiconos of why you're not into Affirmotiue Action things. 

Like why you wont to hire bilingual people rather than just 

monolingual people who might be white, block or other. So there 

houe been some. I guess I'm saying there hos been on erosion 

of the effectiueness of the program for Chicanos. The reason 

I'm saying that is not to be negotiue toward Gabe or anyone 

there is that there aren't as many Chicanos on campus as we 

ought to houe. It's that simple. 

\ 



I ,
\, ) 

30 

Question: Were you aware of the Economic Opportunities 

Commission of Santo Clora County? 

Jose: Yes, I was euen though I wasn't here when that was 

formed. I knew about it 1) because o .white guy that hod been 

the Director of the Equal Opportunity Commission here, which 

was the Pouerty Program, was o friend of the Director of the 

Pouerty Program in PhoeniH, Arizona who was my boss. And my 

boss hired the guy who hod been hired here from Santo Clora 

County to be o consultant t-o us in PhoeniH, Arizona in the 

Pouerty Programs. So I got his side of why he was fired and 

how these Chicanos hod token ,ouer the EOC ouer there. 

Question: Would you eHploin that please? 

Jose: The Pouerty Programs ouer here os I understood from this 

guy initially were attempting, of course, to do the some thing 

that Pouerty Programs were funded to do. That is to inuolue the 

poor in participating and making decisions on what was best for 

them. To help them out of pouerty regarding needs, social needs 

like housing, like health, like day core, legal seruices and o 

whole gamut of seruices. ~o, this guy felt that the Chicano 

community didn't understand that it hod to be done in o uery 

well managed way, that was one of the criticisms I heard or in o 

well planned way because he was o professional planner. And 
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he got into quite 8 little bit of o conflict so the Chicanos, I guess 

really got, oh, hot about it and went to the Boord of Superuisors 

and other public bodies and said that this guy wasn't willing to 

listen to them and eHerted enough pressure to houe him token 

out. And they eHerted enough pressure bock to get one of their 

own in. Which was I think four guys oheod of ... ?? 

Question: What kind of pressure did they use? 

Jose: Well, I'm sure os I know what kinds of pressure I would 

houe... it hod o lot to do with some demonstrations, with 

demonstrating ot Boord of Superuisors meetings about the 

L' treatment and attitudes that white people houe toward 

Chicanos and demanded that o Chicano director be installed and 

that Chicano people be named to the pouerty corps. And I think 

that from my understanding that o lot of initial pouerty board 

members were white people that were in charge. Like the 

Director of Public Welfare, the Director of the Health Dept., the 

Director of Housing, etc. Instead of getting grassroots people, in 

this community, we're talking Chicano people, they were getting 

these agency directors and power types and white people. So, I 

guess what the Chicanos did and this is 8 guess, because I 

wasn't here was that they basically got... ??? not informed 

number one, to understand the criteria for the ... the purpose for 

the pouerty board and it wasn't hard to figure out that they had 
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o good case to present to the gouernment on things that weren't 

been done right here ond I think that the gouernment also 

eHerted pressure on the Boord of Superuisors to get o well 

represented pouerty board together. Hnd once that come about 

then they ousted the white guy ond put in o Chicano. Now, I'd 

like to soy that I wasn't here then. But, l'ue heard that from the 

guy that wos the wos the former ??? that got conned here ??? 

Chicanos basically. Hnd then I got to meet ???? in Los Hngeles 

because I wos flying o lot to Los Hngeles from PhoeniH ond we 

were there ot the conference ond ??? also brought me up to 

dote in o general sort of woy about what hod happened here. 

Hnd that's the first time ???? said no. 

Question: Hnd what ore your feelings ob out him? 

Jose: He come to our school here o couple of years ogo. He 

already hod his Ph.D. ??? wos o faculty person under my 

directorship of MHGS when I wos Director of MHGS. ??? he 

picketed me when I wos Director of MHGS with students. ??? 

consider o friend ond somebody that sticks to his beliefs ond 

does what he thinks is right ond I respect him for that. 

Question: What do you know about the consent degree for 

Chicano sheriffs? 
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Jose: I know that it was or~onized out of MHCHH when I was 

enecutiue director of it. I know that Jock 11 was o guy that 

helped organize it. Hnd I know that Russell711 also helped. 

These ore staff people that worked with me. Hnd I know that 

Jock especially was the guy that brought together Steue Manley, 

o lawyer from legal aid and other legal assistants to strotegize 

on what to do about that consent degree to sue the County of 

Santo Claro about hiring more minorities especially Chicanos and 

women. 

Question: So what strategies were used? 

U Jose: Here again, they were mostly legal. But, port of it was 

also public pressure. By public pressure, I also mean getting o 

group of uocol articulate Chicanos to talk to the Boord of 

Superuisors and tell them what they hod to deuelop some sense 

of justice and what was happening regarding the lock of Chicano 

representation on the police deportment. Hnd the Sheriff's 

Deportment. That was one general strategy and the other was 

to do research and to obtain legal resources to deuelop o lawsuit 

and o third probably hod to do with getting friends, friendly 

assistance from nonChicono sources like the Dor Association and 
' 

other groups that certainly supported the idea of Hffirmotiue 

Action. 



34 

V Question: What did that consent degree action state? 

Jose: The consent degree,... I don't know if I can recall the eHact 

declarations. 

Question: Giue me a quick oueruiew. 

Jose: It certainly... pointed o:ut that in a county that had a uery 

large minority population especially Chicano, it was that the 

Sheriff's department certainly had not actiuely reached out to 

identify and recruit qualified members of the Chicano community 

to be in the Sheriff's department. I'm sure that it's stated that 

there had been systematic discriminatory practices either 

consciously or unconsciously. in keeping Chicanos from applying 

to the Sheriff's department and now that it also had a portion 

that said that the testing procedures of the Sheriff's department 

were nonualid because they were really tested ????? that 

accommodated only the knowledge and eHperience of the white 

applicants and was not responsiue to the language or culture or , 

eHperience of the Chicano community. Therefore, it was cultural 

biased. Those are specific things I am sure were in the consent 

degree. I am sure there were other matters there regarding 

hiring Chicanos not only as Sheriffs but hiring them also in other 

elements of the Police or Sheriff's Departments. Such as. 

administration, clerical, staff positions, that type of things. It 



35 

also spoke to the training, the screening and training beyond the 

tests of officers through the police academy and the type of 

people in the Academy, the attitudes of those people. It called 

for developing the cultural perspectives and sensitivity of 

trainers and those that run the programs for tr\lining potential 

police officers for this County. 

Question: OK, are you aware of any police brutality cases during 

that time? 

Jose: Yes, I was aware. 

Question: Could you eHplain? 

• Jose: They came from MRCHR, I was Director of MRCHR at that 

time. Rnd part of the reason of why, Jack ??? is that people 

that tried for, who had wonted to get into the Police, Sheriff's 

Departments and couldn't because of the tests, came and talked 

to us about it. But, they also talked because they came to say 

they were tired of seeing our people beat up and mistreated by 
1 

I 

Sheriffs and Police. Rnd they were telling us about specific 

cases and I know that I spoke to several people and had 

eHperienced police brutality. I saw police brutality. 

Question: Could you name a few? 
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Jose: No, I could not nome o few. You meon nome coses or 

nome the people? 

Question: Nome the coses? 

Jose: I wos driuing home one time ond there wos police parked 

ouer on the side with o guy with handcuffs with o guy wos 

beating up on o Chicano. Wos olreody down on the ground with 

handcuffs ond wos hitting. We hod people thot were riding 

around through the community olert patrol. This wos before my 

time. But, people who still hod been surueilling the police. These 

were Chicanos with wolkie-tolkies ond radios, but, os soon os 

they heord obout o Chicano being stopped or something brought 

ouer comeros ond tope recorders to document how the police 

were treating Chicanos. Because it wos on open practice thot 

Chicanos were brutalized by police. It wos o matter of practice. 

There wos no secret. People were documenting this. Rnd the 

community olert patrol wos oil obout thot. Organizing how to 

document police brutality. Sophia Mendoza will tell you o lot 

more obout thot. 

Question: Thot wos my neHt question. Do you know who wos 

inuolued ond who formulated the community olert patrol? 
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Jose: Sophio helped in thot. I think ot thot time... Jock ??? 

wos port of it, Sophio wos port of it. There were others. I'm 

blocking the nomes, but, there were o number of people. Jose 

Corrosco would know obout it. 

Question: How effectiue would' you soy thot they were? 

Jose: They were uery effectiue. They did document police 

brutality. 

Question: As o result of thot documentation, whot happened? 

l'----' Jose: The documentation helped to moke o point of the consent 

' degree for instonce, it wosn't o motter of just rhetoric. It wos o 

motter of we hod instances wUh documented police brutality. 

Question: Houe you heord of ~nited People of??? 

Jose: Yes. 

Question: Were you or friends offilioted with this group? 

Jose: Soph Mendozo wos uery octiue in organizing United People 

???. 
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Question: Whot were their gaols ond objectiues? 

Jose: It wos bosicolly to giue 111 to toke on octiue interest in 

doing something obout it. Injustices in the communities ond 

injustices ond injustices houing to do with kids getting bounced 

out of schools, police brutolity, lock of odequote housing, lock of 

heolth progroms, etc. 

Question: So whoteuer hoppened with them? 

Jose: I don't know, Sophie will houe to tell you thot. 

\.J Question: Were you port of this group? 

Jose: No, I wos not. 

Question: Wos there o poronoio obout gouernment surueillonce 

of indiuiduols offilioted with ony of these orgonizotions? 

Jose: I wouldn't coll it poronoio. I would coll it o heolthy 

suspicion of whot wos going on. 

Question: Could you pleose eHploin? 
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Jose: Well, I think thot it's been documented. After eHposure of 

CIA files ond FBI files, special CIA files thot during the NiHon 

yeors ond other yeors, the poronoio eHisted on their port, not on 

our port. Poronoio on the NiHon type of people who, for 

instance when NiHon come here... it wos more thon poronoio, it 

wos.... it bordered on fascism ond fascism because when NiHon 

come, for instance, the CIA or somebody from his office octuolly 

organized, orchestrated o planned demonstration to moke Dick 

NiHon look good here in Son Jose. And that's been written up. So 

in answering your question obout, wos there ore poronoio, first 

of oll o poronoio wos not on the port of the Chicanos. It wos on 

the port of the low authorities, CIA, FBI, I don't know which... 

But, I know thot there were breok-ins into the offices of people 

starting with Cesor Chauez .ond his organizing efforts, there 

were instances of breok-ins ond stealing files ond things like 

thot. There were breok-ins into other offices of people thot 

were octiuist both Chicano ond nonChicono because there wos o 

lot of octiuism ogoinst the UietNom wor ot Stanford, ot Berkeley, 

other places for there wos leadership on the port of outspoken 

professors ogoinst the UietNom wor. So there were breok-ins 

ond stealing of files. There were breok-ins, to my knowledge, 

before my time os MACHA' Director into MACHA offices. Nobody 

euer knew ond I con't soy for certainly thot it wos the CIA, or 

FBI or Sheriff's of low enforcement people. But, we do know 

from documented euidence euen ot Stanford or in Polo Alto 
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where ??? brigade was. I suspect thot .... l don't suspect, I 

know for o fact that was ???? around in that operation. It 

makes me curious to know was, one purpose that I know ???? 

brigade and it's Phil ??? and this guy is now on editor of the 

Son Jose Mercury News. How could o member of o uery radical 

group that actually was preaching ouerthrown of our 

gouernment, now wind up in o uery responsible editorial position 

in the Mercury News. 

Question: You mentioned documentation. Con you list what it is 

and where it is? 

L,' Jose: There houe been Congressional inuestigotions into the 

octiuities of the CIR and FBI. I don't know the specific sources 

or files. I know that l'ue read them in the papers and they"ue 

been reported on in the media. I know that it hos been prouen 

there was illegal search and seizure files and documents. 

Question: You mentioned por!Jnoio on their port? Could you giue 

your eHplonotion os to why that is so? 

Jose: They ore afraid of us. 

Question: In terms of what? 

\ / 
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Jose: Any time in any society you houe o minority group of 

people that start demonstrating and getting into octiuist 

octiuities that controlling people meaning in this instance, white 

people, it's the some thing we see in South Africa. It's the some 

thing we see in any gouernment that in control. Rs soon as we 

houe o specific group of people questioning injustice, they're 

going to be afraid of reuolt and reuolution. That's o historical 

fact. And they're afraid and they ore unduly afraid and that's 

what paranoia is, on undue fear that hos no basis. 

Question: Do you know of any persons, specifically that were 

inuestigoted. 

Jose: I'm sure I was. And ... 

Question: Why do you soy you? 

Jose: Because I was o uery outspoken person on behalf of the 

Chicano community. 

Question: What led to belieue this? 

Jose: Conuersotions I hod with people that mode me suspicious 

as to why they were asking certain kinds of questions... curious 

about some of my octiuities. Couse I circulated o lot, not only in 
( \ 
' __,J 
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the Chicano community, of course, I circulated o lot omong 

elected officials ond public meetings ond os port of my 

responsibility os I sow it ot the time. Wos to create link:oges 

between the Chicano community ond the brooder community ond 

goin some support ond some respect. In doing thot you tok:e 

chances because of the people you bump into ot higher leuels of 

the business world. Hnd you toke chances on how much 

information you shore with t.hem. Hnd pretty soon you stort 

k:ind of picking up questions. Hreos of curiosity. Thot leod you to 

belieue thot people don't occidently think: obout questions or ore 

not just curious. 

Question: Could you giue me some eHomples of the questions 

thot you were osk:ed7 

Jose: Well, euerything os blotont os, why ore you personally 

committed to helping people thot ore so, irrotionol ond 

reuolutionory7 Hnd they couldn't understand why on educated 

Chicano would be wolk:ing the streets with some of these 111 

around here. Why o person who hos o family, o lorge family 

k:ids, 8 kids ond goes to church euery Sunday ond distributes 

communion ond is uery reUgious... they couldn't put the two 

together, so they started osk:ing questions like, why ore you 

there, whot happens if police come ond bust heods. Whot 

happens if someone gets killed in some of those demonstrations. 
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Question: Did you tell them your onswer to thot? 

Jose: It's o uery simple onswer. Simple onswer is thot's where I 

belong. Rnd thot's where I'm needed. 

Question: So whot else con you tell me obout surueillonce? of 

groups ond indiuiduols? 

Jose: I hod in my house ... there were cop cors thot olwoys come 

oround. I'm sure thot I wos being wotched. I'm sure... I con 

spot cops. 11111 I didn't know whether it wos to keep tobs on 

me or to keep my from getting killed. Becouse I wos doing the 

Broderick 11 Committee o fouor becouse port of ... o uery 

strong orientotion in mobilizing ond orgonizing Chiconos ond in 

leoding demonstrotions ond things like thot wos to do it on o 

nonuiolent bosis. Rnd I think people sow thot. Rt some points, I 

didn't now if people were genuinely being concerned obout my 

heolth ond welfore or they were trying to set me up. 

Question: Whot did others feel obout this? Other people thot 

you were ossocioted with? 

Jose: They kept telling me to wotch out. Rnd to be coreful obout 

whot I soid. Rnd to 1111 Sometimes, I think it's 1111 
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Question: Were ony of those in the "Chicano mouement" were 

they questioned? 

Jose: There were some. I wos questioned. I wos questioned by 

the Chicanos thot wondered why I hod come, because I wos on 

outsider. And I wos o pretty smooth talking outsider. I hod, os I 

soid, been oble to learn how to relate to the power structure the 

111, the church ond people were suspicious of me too. So, they 

hod to check me out. And they did. 

Question: How did they do thot? 

Jose: Well, I won't nome names, but, one porticulor person, for 

instance, asked me if I knew I could get information from the 

FBI? I soid, well, I can't get it personally, but, I moy know 

somebody how.. somebody thot might. Yeo, I know o friend who 

hos friends in the FBI. And then he osks me well, who is it? 

Mongr. Donohue in PhoeniH. Well, con you coll him ond see if he 

con help you get someone in the FBI to look ot something for us? 

Well, it's on unusual request but, I con try. He soys, con you try 

while, I'm standing here. So, I con hear whot he hos to soy. I 

soid, sure, so I coiled Mongr. Donohue. 11111 him to find out 

whether I did know, how to look up ond how to communicate in 

finding information. I wos being tested. 
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Question: Did you resent thot? 

Jose: A little bit. But, then I didn't resent it. I think it wos more 

disappointment. And disappointment thot someone I got close 

to hod to push me into o position of really showing whot I could 

or couldn't do. Lock of trust. understood it though. I 

understood why people hod to do it. Thot wos OK; I hod to goin 

their trust somehow. And thot wos one woy. 

Question: Did you feel better for it? 

Jose: Yeo, because I think I did goin trust. I didn't mind in thot 

sense. You wont people to trust you. You houe to understood 

you're going to be tested, especially when you ore into some 

heouy shit. 




