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POS ING POODLE-A painting ot Mrs. Louise Nico­
letti, by R. Stephens Wright, hangs at the end of 
the long living room in her recently completed 
home in Thunderbird Heights, Palm Springs. Gay, 

I -~ ...... _, ,,,...,1o, 

one of the present reigning pair of aristocratic 
poodles, poses condescendingly beneath the pictured 
poodle. • 

Nicoletti Home Looks Out 
Over Desert and Golfcourses 

Pholos and Story I Johnny called later tn say that1above the entrance walk at )he courtyard centered by a p O O 1, 

By LORRAINE S.'1ALL ever)•thing was arranged. that rigtl(, dNlmatized by a beautifullwith the house on three sides 
It's undoubted! advisable Mrs. Nicoletti would be ho in e specimen of reclinata paln_i, sur- and a wall on the {ourlfl. The 

lo have weekly a~cles var•::!~~.~~= !ro:~ hJO:~ A~b!"!~a:~~a~~.=~-,~t=tru:~t ::~ 
:~d ~no1;1gr to trJITlrteh con-,rea.11, Just mcninz Ul. ler was set at the left ol the allowed lhe broad expanses of 
. mumg m eres. • us c a.ng-1 walk near the street, "l:it.h sue- . windo-111 to coonect directly with 
mg the locale IS pretty nice, . WE MADE .P~Rt'ECT_ <:Onncc- culents a1Tanged around another the ceiling. There was no mold­
I thought,. whe~ I had a lions, as ~ t~ing. amvmg_ atboulder. ' ing at ell, which gal'e a smooth, 
chance this. sprmg to golCod. Y .s o,mce m Palm Springs: The house itself was wide and uninterrupted vista to the hills 
!hrou~h a d1Ur of a h_ouse Just 111 _time 1? learn that Mrs .. low. with one particular feature and' sky. 
m Thunderbird Heights Nic_ol~tll was ill and_ had to rc-·1hat ma<le i< unusual - a de·I , ' . 
above Palm Springs. 0}.110 at the hospital for ·1•j f ,· I fl ti ed h Tllb l ,ANDSC_APING In l he 

I hcnrd of the house througti ohC'Ckup. -:_gnino ~~\:u~:!fe/ :n se~: :~ courty.ard was s1_mple, _dramatic, 

John Kain of Rirn·side, whose "But Y,°u·~~ in_vifed to g~ on,modifictl domes -'that was car-,:~ ~:g': ~~~a~:- :~\fd c:: 
;oo::itn:~~:nii::~att~ ~i:.:=;~~· ii;

58

~ier~~nd ~~:~~or ~:een;al::V":t:m~: cleverly pruned bo~\\:ood taking 

:rreiib~r:d 
1~\:~:;t ;!e 'A;:: ::~e~ ~o=:• :Udd ~~:::1 ~:e 6~e~~~.:!~m: ~i~:ds:!~ ~f t:~;:·~. T:a: 

I happened to run into him. _JS woridng out there right now,'d0',1,·~- the roof of the deck-ter- Charles Darland .o1. Neel I N~r• 
"Y011 ou::bt to see this 1tow;e;• and will show you around." lrJ.ce 

I 
that was <:anllicvcr<?d out~~~ Palm =r•. wh? :r.-

i,,,1,\ Jommy, "H's in Palm: _So we drm·e out to Thul>der•10\er the hillside; even to the,ra~ ~ lt'J una;~ 
S;,rin~ - looks out over Thun-

1
bird Height.ii, turned up the hill:top spaces between ttie upri~l!lin rob use d m~ e • 

st 

t:~sG:\~ g:~~~~h~~ee;~~~~:::!th~~;3~~~~ p~;:~~=~~sec;;; ~u~~n;~~c~~onA~~il~~! :~~: =lrru~ an .uresque Sago 
the F;Jdorado Country Club. thc f~ until we reached the highoollricd out in the pool design, I for&ot t.o mention that the en-
Rarquct. Chib cottages, ... H road called Tonap(lh. trance walk :,vas ol brown-toned 
Anrl he went into this long list oil THE ROOF OVER THE re-_aQ:regate, with chocolate brown 

~~n;Y r:c~_at Palm Springs I'd 1C:~~ :!c~~o~~•~l~~~~~~·::~ ,:'~/~~:~~ a~~- to;:nn:i~~t: :~ret.,tti:teps ~~!/te; 1 
/:~ 

1 was already imnressed. lie Thunderbird_ course lo the right to the left of the massive double matched to ~f~n the w~II of 
remarked casually that if I were 'and Tamansk to ~e left, the doors was hung a spectacular bronze mosaic tile at th■ moer 
e\'er down Palm Springs way on,de,;crt beyond sho"1ng checli:er-, Venetian lantern - fully two feet entrance to the rues!. win(. 

8 day when he was there on .busi• boards of green oases of de• 1in length - on an anUque, or• WE TOURED the guest bed· 
DCM. he·d lake me up to see the veloped land• nate bracket. room first which opened from 
new house and meet its fascinal• . A gardener _was at work ~ The locks ol the front doors the court;ard through ~tiding 
ing owner, Mrs. Louise Nicoletti. bCUOl_lSly weeding the foundation were elcdricatly controlled. as flau doors. This wing was 8 

"When," I asked, "11•iU y'ou be planting beyond ~ fresh, newty jwere tho$e ol the back service vision ot bone,white, ,old and old 
there?" planted lawn. which boasted an door and gales, with oon'trols lo• rose, with the thick carpet an 

"Next Monday;• replied Jolm• accent o! a tremendous, gnarledlcated in the master bedroom, the off-white rpade in Portugal. {The 
IIJ,'. "I have to see Bill Cody and ancient grape stWl'II), an• k.itchen and the housekeeper's 111 me carpeting was used 
ttiat mornh11." chored at the base of • large room. throughout the entire house.) 

"!l's a _date," said J, before he boulder. Bud Lamkin met us at the en- The furniture was dellcalely 
could object. A hleh, angled planter roseitrance. We entered a large Louis Quinze for maybe Seize, 

and I ,hou!dn't show my ignor­
ance). and rd be wil!inf lo 
wager the canny deco rat or 
touched up some of it with tiny 
traceries of llhe same old rose 
or the figum in the heavy raw 
silk dra,:>efles. 

Beyond the bedroom was a 
dream of a dressing room, with 
mirror-walls from ceiling to floor. 
It was only with split-second re­
flexes that I saved myself from 
abrokenn6se.theillusionofex­
tended space at the end of the 
room was !IO perfect. The ward­
robes were equipped with gold­
plated handles. fllerewasa 
full-length linen closet seetion 
for just the guest wing. 

And tile w.c. - or the com­
mode, or whatever tenn suits 
your sensihili!Aes - wns a pic­
ture to behold. Believe it or not, 
this purely utilitartan object was 
covered by a glamorous. an, 
Uqued (Old and white v.icker 
eonlraption that is out of this 
world! 

My picture of. it came out 
fine . but recalling the difficulties 
that Jack Paar had with even a 
mention of such, I will restrain 
niysclf from using iton this J>3ge. 

Handily enough, the door from 
the gwimming pool leads directly 
to the dressing room area, to 
save that marvelous car,>et in 
the bedroom itself. And I almost 
fors;:ottomentiontnegold-plated 
fixtures in the marbled wash 
bltS'in, where a kmg marble coun­
ter stretches under more mirror. 
to please the most fastidious 
guest. Even the gloss fronting 
the recessed tub and shower was 
bordered by a golden . metallic 
strip. 

Press.Enterprise 

HALf AND HAL F-John Kain, Riverside, plays at 
bartCnding in Mrs. Nicoletti's unusual indoor-out­
door bar, which can be divided by one of the 10 
by 11-!oot sliding glass doors separating Jiving room 

DECK WITH A VIEW-Broad deck at front of home 
which opens from living room is cantilevere.d over 
the hillside, providing a breathtaking view of two 

BUIL DING TALK-Architect for the Nicoletti home was William F. Cody (left) 
of Palm Springs and San Francisco. who relaxes in shade of cool, aluminum­
roofed garden shelter built by the Riverside company of John Kain (right). 

}'R01\l THE GUEST WING we 
wern out. lo admire the pool. 
The w a 11 at the back was 
bordered by a raised garden bed HAPPY HOUSEKEEPING - Presiding over the 
accented by purple Dodonaea. dreamy kitchen, a study in muled browns and grays 
which surrounded a d>anning in tile and vinyl with metal cabinets faced with 
lTurn to NICOLETII, Paie B-lll walnut, housekeeper Jane Harrell can't help smil-

from pool patio. The bar ts faced with bronze tile, 
with a stainless steel sink and counter lighted by 
fluorescent tubing. Note huge ornamental light 
fixture at upper right. 

lll\Ml\tll 

goll courses and ever changing colors of desert. 
Same arch effect is carried out in deck roof and 
even at top of ornamental iron railing. 

ing over all its convenient !eatul'es, from the elec­
tronic oven to the huge freezer. And you should 
see the view from her window! 



Nicoletti.. 
(Continued From Page B-9) 

garden shelter with aluminum 
patio roof, carrying out the same 
gentle arch. A patio table and 
metal lounge chairs invited even 
dripping swimmers to get out of 
the water long enough for a 
snack. 

I sat there for awhile admiring 
the grill-block pattern of tile 
concrete wall - screen, which the 
architect, William Cody, de.signed 
and bad made fur his exclusive 
use. 
• Beyond, where it could g,reet 
visitors just entering the court­
yard, an adorable poodle-statue 
was tucked into a garden corner. 
I was already convinced that 
Mrs. Nicoletti was as poodle­
happy as a few of my friends, 
because Gay and Gigi, two de­
lightful little charmers w i t b 
jeweled collars, had already been 
introduced to me. The large 
painting commanding the end of 
the living room showed Mrs. Nic­
oletti with still another poodle, 

while in her bedroom hung a 
gilded shadow-boxed study of 
more poodles. 

In a conversation with her 
later, referring to the carved 
stone poodle, she declared: "It 
was a gift to me from a friend 
returning from Italy. And it w,as 
llhe nice,t thing I ever got out of 

POOL TER RACE-Roof curve of garden shelter car-Europe!" WEEDE R-An' ancient and gnarled grape stump graces base of large boulder ries out same gentle arc featured in pool shape and AT THE OPPOSITE end of tile at front entrance, where window is protected from sun by arched aluminum in design throughout house. Broad steps lead from pool the deck swept down broad shelter. Here John Garzoglia, gardener, weeds new lawn. pool terrace to outdoor entertainment patio, w_here 
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floor is of polished terrazzo for dancing. With a scenic hill for a background, Nicoletti home so far is highest house in Thunderbird Heights. steps to a pallio flooring of ter• . . ,--------------------------------------------------------
razzo, polished for dancing and marble msets fronted the sofa. mother,, pamted when she was entertaining, Twenty feet of Along the patio length stood Dorothy s age.) sliding glass dOOf'S led from there another long sofa, which Poodle THE DECORATING of the en• into the living room. The most Gay considered her personal tire house was smoothly unified fanciful and decorative feature of lounge. In front of this sofa distinctive, restful - just right'. the whole enterbaini.ng setup was ranged a beautiful g1ass-topped Exotic and ornate t.ouches high­tlhe indoor-OUtdoor bar, 12 jeet coffee table. ' lighted the prevailing simplicity long, ~aced ~1th the same choco- THE WINDOWS, with the same o_f design, and the .color coordina­late-b1onze ble of the entrance distinctive arch at tihe top, went tion was outstandmg. The dec• wan. . . . u to the ceir . To reserve o~ator, _who I lea~ned from Mrs. The bar could be d1v1ded m tte spacious :enness p of the N1coletiti was Maxine Overbeck of half by on.e. of lhe 10 by 11:foot rooo1 there were no ordinary W~st Los Angeles, had s~own ad• glass. p,arbllons, and. w~s fitted dra 's. Instead the windows ~rurable taste and tal_en~ m weav­out with fluorescent lighting_ over wer1: hung with what 1 can only mg the owner's furrush_mgs f~ the wo:k area and a stainless describe as an intriguing system he! . form~ home m Flint, steel smk.. The ba: top was of horizontal scallops of metallic M-ich1gan, mtX> the m~re casual wood - gra~e~ Form1ca. cords (it had been impcirted from m~ of the Palm Springs desert On the ms1de wall hung a ta! ) ltich Id be d setting, large and fanciful light fixture of ~ l.c1:e llh:~hole br:;~ta':;. '!1he study beyond the living antique copper set w1\h what . . room, for mstance, was also a looked like stones of polished mg • 1sta, b d ki ch study in color, employing both jasper. In 8 corner near ar an t - royal blue and a shade of wildly . . en entrance was grouped a low' bright blue accented with bril• The 40 BY 20-FO~T livmg room b~oad octagonal tabl~ o~ walnut, liant green. Here walnut C\IP· was almost all view. A glass w;ilh comtor:,able chairs m !Iluted iboards housed the hi-fi system front along one length looked out a~~a, for either card playmg or and books. An Oriental ivory over the front deck area. to the dmmg. . carved ohest was topped with a desert and hazy ~ount~ms be- . Over the babl~ bun~ a . pamt: carved ivory elenhiant. The card yond. The .opposit~ side was mg of a bea~tiful girl m sk1 table was white ·wilh comfortable glass, too, with a VIew of pool clothes, her skis ove: her shoul- ch-airs u holste~ed in green. end courtyard. der and poles stuck m the snow. P The long sofa at one end was "Tha!'s ncy daughter Dorothy," BEYOND THE STUDY was the f.n a champagne damask th a t said Mrs. Nicoletti later. Doro• master bedroom - large, rest­blended with the warm, neutral thy is now Mrs. Federico de Silva ful, luxurious, with severral clos­shade of tlhe cusOOm-made, Portu- of San Marino. (A painting of ets off a dressing room which guese carpet. Black walnut side another pretty woman in an opened tlhrough glass doors to a tables supported huge and decora- evening g,own hung in the mas• private sunning patio, landscaped tive custom-made lamps. Anter hedroom. ! c:,uldn't d~del <Turn to NICOLETTI HOME, elongated walnut ,coffee table with whether it was of Dorotily or her Page B-12) 
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'Whatzis' 
Day for 
Victoria 

The Victoria Garden 
Riverside will meet for a 1:30 
p.m. dessert at the hon:ie o[ Mrs. 
Madeline Runnels, 2374 Seventh 
street, on Thursday, May 18. 

Co-hostesses for the afternoon 
will be Mrs. Ray Hafner, Mrs. 
Eugenia Davault and Mrs. Matie 
Moore. 

Following fue report of the nom­
inating committee, there will be 
an election of officers for the 
coming season. 

Highlight of the meeting will 
f?e the "Whatzit" feature, where 
each member brings an unusual 
plant, flower or cut specimen for 
identification. Any member bring­
ing an unusual plant already iden­
tified will be asked to give a 
•hort de•cl'iption of the plant, its 
history and culture.' 

Waterproof Light 
If you have a stall shower in 

your home, be sure it's equipped 
with a waterproof ceiling fixture, 
the American Home Lighting In­
stitute recommends. The light 
makes your shower safer, while 
proteclinl? you from shock. 

: • .,. -; :·II 
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COMMUNITY SUPPLIES 

44190 E, Florida, Vallo Vista 
Phone: 65-87464 

Sunak-·-'One-Man Progra ' m 
When Clair Kuss was appoint- Charles Sunak, who 'tetired group leaders in presenting to 

ed Riverside Recreation superin- eleven years ago and moved to the Park and Recreation Com­
tendent, he started on the job on Riverside with his wife Hazel, mission and the City Council the 
Sept. 15, 1956. Kuss was greeted has perhaps been the most tire- need for a local center for Sen­
the next day by Ch a r 1 e s less worker in the City for the ior Citizens. 
Sunak, who volunteered his as- recreational needs of senio~ resi- His assistance in this project 
sistance on any programs to dents, and 2as been most instru- was largely instrumental in the 
benefit senior citizens of the mental in pointing up their building of th,? Dales Commun-
City of Riverside. needs. He was one of the steady ity Center in White Park. 

Charles Sunak also served on 
the steering committee which 

4 low-cost ways to have helped establish the original Sen­
ior Citizen program, involving ac­
tivities for senior adults, such 
as cards, tours etc. · complete home 

air conditioning 
TRANE Climate Charigers 
wi 11 g_hte~v_ou 

SUNAK HAS MADE many gen­
erous gifts and additions to the 
City recreation program, said 
Clair Kuss, - to buildings and 
activities, whenever they were 
needed. 

Here is a list of some of the 
things he has done: 

- He constructed eight ~ard 
table tops for the Fairmount 
Park Adult Center. 

- He made signs for Commun­
it Centers. 

eventually be put to use, but If 
wHh Oallistemon, Orange Jessa- flhey never are, tihey still cannot 
mine and Evergreen Pear. A be thrown away. 
patio flloor of warm brown aggre- "The basement is my pride and 
gate was centered by a criss- joy," laughed Louise Nicoletti. 
cross design in tile. "I lsked the architect to put this 

Retracing our steps through the room first on his plans, because 
living room - and what a per• many of my things to be stored =s--,-1""'2--s--d ___ M ______________ _ 
feet place it was for entertain• had been exposed to the Palm - un ay, ay 14, 1961 Press-Enterprise 
ing, we remarked after a second Springs elements for almost three 
inspection - we entered the years. Now that I have a pli3,ce 
roomy, convenient kitchen pre- for my things, I am going to 
sided Over by smiling Jane Har- make this house my permanent 
rell. residence. 

Check List for Garden Jobs 
The kitchen was fitted with the "For the summer months, of • most modern features, :firom elec- rourse, I will leave for a coolet 1. Divide tall Bearded Iris after 3. Plant Dahlias again thi.J 

tronic oven 1lo metal cupboards area, perhaps near Santa Fe it goes out of bloorb - but only month for a late show of this fav­
fronted with walnut panels - Springs. 'Close enough,' s h e if clumps are crowded. Every orite flower. 
there was even a mop.sink by the chuckled, "to visit with my daugh- third year is about average for 4. Anticipate summer bare 
basement stairs - all in oat- ter's family in their summer d . . d. th spots in the garden by filling 
meal, with warm browns and home, but too far away to be an IVI mg em. them with annuals now. 
charcoal from vinyl floor to tiled instant, on-call baby-sitter." 2. Set lawn mower blades to 5. Hanging baskets should be 
counters. Wise lady, that Mrs. Nicoletti, cut grass longer than during the brought down occasionally for a 

THE MOST UN CALIFORNIA as all grandmothers - however cooler months. About l¾ to 2 good soaking. Immerse the whole 
ect f th· d - t h proud and loving they may be inches is right for the hot sum- container in water and let it 

~s; big obase:enrC:ove:1ge t~C: - will agree. mer months. drink deeply. 
square feet. Here was a built-in 
,central vacuum system, air-con­
ditioning unit, mammoth w ate r 
heater, laundry facilities, coun­
ters galore - all 'slick and neat 
and presenting an almost too--per­
feet, inhuman orderliness. 

But the door leading from llhe 
laundry area opened into a plain, 
comfortable storage room-what 
many families term filleir junk­
room, where trunks and boxes 
hold the treasures of former 
years. The excess furniture, pic­
tures and knick - knacks may 

Now! 
Greater Home Value 

Than Ever! 

ALL THI.SAT 
NO EXTRA COS.I! 
'/ WALL-TO-WALL CARPETING! 

" 2½ ACRE RECREATION CENTER ... PONY LEAGUE 
BALL DIAMOND, •• COMMUNITY SWIMMING POOL 
(37' x 60') BY ANTHONY, WITH WADING POOL, 
DRESSING ROOMS, ETC. (ready in May)I 

V UP TO 1,526 SQ. FT. LIVING AREA! 

'V BUILT-IN GAS RANGES & OVENS! 

C, SIE"Th,R~~.!!~RK 


