POSING POODLE-—A painting of Mrs Louise Nico-
Iettl, by R. Stephens Wright, hangs at the end of

the long living room in her recently completed
home in Thunderbird Heights, Palm Springs. Gay,

Nicoletti Home Looks Out
Over Desert and Golfcourses

Photos and Story
By LORRAINE SMALL

It’s undoubtedly advlsable‘
to have weekly articles var-|*
ied enough to promote con-
tinuing interest. Just chang-
ing the locale is pretty nice,
I thought, when I had a
chance this spring to go,
through a dilly of a house
in ~Thunderbird He]ghts
above Palm Springs.

1 heard of the house through
John Kain of Riverside, whose
company makes many of the
good-] lwking aluminum patio cov-
er jobs in this area. He was
preity proud of his last job when
T happened fo run into him.

“You ought to see this house,”
Said Jonuny. “its in Palm

} tect was Bill Cody, who designed|
the Eldorado Country Club, thel
Racquet Club  coftages, . . .”
And he went into this long list of

fancy places at Palm Springs I'd,
! of.

ly / :
1 was already impressed.  He
remarked casually that if I were|
ever down Palm Springs way on|
a day when he was there on busi-
ness, he'd take me up to see the|
b new house and meet its fascinat-|
, Mrs, Louise Nicoletti.
When "1 as‘ksd “will you be
there?”

“Next Monday,” replied John-
‘ “I have to see Bill Cody

that morning.”
“It's a date,” said I, before he

Johny called later to say thaty

everything was arranged, that
Mrs Nlco'[cm would be hom e’
happy to escort us through

one of the present reigning pair of aristoeratic
poodles, poses condescendingly beneath the pictured

poodle.

above the entrance walk at the
Iright, dramatized by a beautiful
|specimen of reclinata palm, sur-
rmmded b'y bnght Patumas m

courtyard centered by a pool,
with the house on three sides
and a wall on the fourth. The
hnuse‘ I learned, was of steel-

ed-roof construction, which

he new house, although she
really just moving in,

WE MADE PERFECT connec-
tions as to timing, arriving at
Cody's office in Palm Springs
just in time to learn that Mrs.
Nicoletti was ill and had to re-

at the hospital for a
koo,

“But yow're invited fo go on
out anyway,” said Cody. “The
housekeeper is there, and Bill
Foster, the builder, said his con-
struction foreman, Bud Lamkin,
is working out there right now,
s|and will show you around.”

So we drove -out to Thunder-
bird Heights, turned up the hill

i-|and read the streef names —

Boothill road, Placerville, Pecos|
— until we reached the highest!
road called Tonapah,

THE NICOLETTI HOME over-
looked the whole valley, with the|
Thunderbird course to the right
and Tamarisk to the left, the
desert beyond showing checker-
boards of green oases of de-
veloped land.

A gardener was at work me-
ticuously weeding the

er was set M the left uf the
walk near the street, with suc-|
culents arranged around another
boulder.

‘The house itself was wide and
low, with one particular feature
that made it unusual — a de-
sign of curiously flattened arches
— in some cades, a series ofl
modified domes — that was car-
rvied ouf in the aluminum sun-
shades or shelters over windows|
on the sunniest sides;’ the tops
of the clear-todhe-ceiling win-|
dm the roof of the deck-ter-
race that was cantilevered out
over the hillside;

rounding the deck. And also car-
ried out in the pool design.

THE ROOF OVER THE re-|
cess entrance was formed in the
same unique arch, Immediately
to the left of the massive double
doors was hung a spectacular
Venetian lantern — fully two feet!
in length — on an antique, or-|
nate bracket.

The locks of the front doors

planting beyond a fresh, newly
planted lawn, which boasted an
accent of a tremendous, gnarled|
and ancient grape stump, an-
chored at the base of a lare
boulder,

could object.

A high, angled planter Tose|

lly * controlled, as
were those of the back service
door and gates, with controls lo-
|cated in the master bedroom, the|
kitchen and the housekeeper's
room.

even to “thel;

allowed the broad expanses of
windows to connect directly with
the ceiling. There was no. mold-
ing at all, which gave a smooth,
uninterrupted vista“‘to the: hills
and’ sky.

THE LANDSCAPING in the
courtyard was simple, dramatic, *
and highly effective, with a cork
oak at the entrance, an old and
cleverly -pruned boxwood taking
the center of attention. The
landscaper, I learned, was
Charles Darland of Neel's Nuh-

carchs and  picturesque  Sago
palms.

1 ivrgot to mention that the en-
trance walk was of brown-toned
aggregate, with chocolate brown
concrete steps which, after I en-
tered the courtyard, I saw
matched to perfection the wall of
bronze mosaic tile at the inner
entrance to the guest wing.

WE TOURED the guest bed--
room first, which opened from
the courtyard through sliding
glass doors. This wing was a
vision of bone-white, gold and old
rose, with the thick carpet an
off-white made in Portugal.
same carpeting was
the entire house.)

Bud Lamikin met us at the en-
irance. We entered a large

BUILDING TALK—Archxtect for the Nicoletti home was Wﬂllam F Cody (left)
of Palm Springs and San Francisco, who relaxes in shade of cool, aluminum-
roofed garden shelter built by the Riverside company of John Kain (right).

The furniture was delicately
Louis Quinze (or maybe Seize,
and I shouldn’t show my ignor-
ance), and I'd be willing fo
wager the canny decorator
touched up some of it with tiny
traceries of the same old rose
of the figures in the heavy raw
silk draperies.

Beyond the bedroom was a
dream of a dressing room, with
mirror-walls from ceiling to floor.
1t was only with split-second re-
flexes that I saved myself from
a broken nbse, the illusion of ex-
tended space at the end of the
room was so perfect. The ward-
robes were equipped with gold-
plated handles, There was a
full-length linen closet section
for just the guest wing.~

And the w.c. — or the

your sensibil
ture to behold. Believe it or not,
|this purely utilitartan object was.
covered by a glamorous, an-
tiqued gold and white wicker
contraption that is out of this
world!

My picture of it came out
fine, but recalling the difficulties
that Jack Paar had with even a

myself from using it on this page.
Handily enough, the door from
the swimming pool leads directly

save that marvelous carpet in

fixtures in the marbled wash
basin, where a long marble coun-
ter stretches under more mirror,
to please the most fastidious
guest.
the recessed tub and shower was
bordered by a golden . metallic
strip.

 FROM THE GUEST WING we
went out to admire the pool.
The wall at the back was
bordered by a raised garden bed
accented by purple Dodonaea,
which surrounded charming

a
(Turn to NICOLETTI, Page B-11)
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mention of such, I will restrain |

to the dressing room area, to .

the bedroom itself. And I almost
fongot to mention the gold-plated

Even the glass fronting |

HALF AND HALF—John Kain, Riverside, plays at
bartending in Mrs. Nicoletti’s unusual indoor-out-
door bar, which can be divided by one of the 10
by 11-foot sliding glass doors separating living room

from pool patio. The bar is faced with bronze tile,
with a stainless steel sink and counter lighted by
fluorescent tubing. Note huge ornamental light
fixture at upper right.

' DECK WITH A VIEW—Broad deck at front of home
which opens from living room is cantilevered over
the hlllsuie, provxding a breathtakmg view of two

golf ‘courses and ever changing colors of desert.
Same arch effect is carried out in deck .roof and
even at top of ornamental iron railing,

HAPPY. HOUSEKEEPING — Presiding over the
dreamy kltchen a study in muted browns and grays
in tile and vmyl with metal cabinets faced with
walnut, housekeeper Jane Harrell can’t help smil-

ing over all its convenient features, from the elec-
tronic oven to the huge freezer. And you should
see the view from her window!




Nicoletti..

(Continued From Page B-9)

garden shelter with aluminum
patio roof, carrying out the same
gentle arch. A patio table and
metal lounge chairs invited even
dripping swimmers to get out of
the water long enough for a
snack.

I sat there for awhile admiring
the grill-block pattern of the
concrete wall - screen, which the
architect, William Cody, designed

and had made for his exclusive|,

use.
" Beyond, where it could greet
visitors just entering the court-
yard, an adorable poodle-statue
was tucked into a garden corner.
I was already convinced that
Mrs. Nicoletti was as poodle-
happy as a few of my friends,
because Gay and Gigi, two de-
lightful little charmers with
Jjeweled collars, had already been
introduced to me. The large
painting commanding the end of|
the living room showed Mrs. Nic-
oletti with still another poodle,

while in her bedroom hung a
gilded shadow-boxed study of
more poodles.

In a conversation with her
later, referring to the carved
stone poodle, she declared: ‘It
was a gift to me from a friend
returning from Italy. And it was
the nicest thing I ever got out of
Europe!”

AT THE OPPOSITE end of the
pool the deck swept down broad
steps to a patio flooring of ter-
razzo, polished for dancing and
entertaining. Twenty feet of
sliding glass doors led from there
into the living room. The most
fanciful and decorative feature of
the whole entertaining setup was
the indoor-outdoor bar, 12 feet
long, faced with the same choco-
late-bronze tile of the entrance
wall.

The bar could be divided in

half by one of the 10 by 11-foot|th

ries out same

WEEDER—An" ancient and gnarled grape stump graces base of large boulder i
in des

at front entrance, where window is protected from sun by arched aluminum
shelter. Here John Garzoglia, gardener, weeds new lawn.

POOL TERRACE—Roof ¢

urve of garden shelter car- ) !
gentle arc featured in pool shape and scenic hill for a background, Nicoletti home so far
ign throughout house. Broad steps lead from is highest house in Thunderbird Heights. !
pool terrace to outdoor entertainment patio, where

floor is of polished terrazzo for dancing. With a

marble insets fronted the sofa. [mother, painted when she was|
Along the patio length stood|Dorothy’s age.)

another long sofa, which Poodle THE DECORATING of the en-

Gay considered her personal|tire house was smoothly unified,

lounge. 1In front of this sofa distinctive, restful — just right.

ranged a beautiful glass-topped|Eyotic and ornate touches high-

coffee table. | » lighted the prevailing simplicity
THE WINDOWS, with the same|0f design, and the color coordina-

o tion was outstanding. The dec-
distinctive arch at the top, went
up to the ceiling. To preserve orator, who I learned from Mrs.

8 ious openness of the|Nicoletti was Maxine Overbeck of

glass partitions, and was fitted
out with fluorescent lighting over
the work area and a stainless|
steel sink. The bar top was
wood - grained Formica,

On the inside wall “hung a
large and fanciful light fixture of
antique copper set with what
looked like stones of polished
Jjasper.

The 40 BY 20-FOOT living room
was almost all view. A glass
front along one length looked out
over the front deck area to the
desert and hazy mountains be-
yond. The opposite side was
glass, too, with a view of pool
and courtyard.

The long sofa at one end was
in a champagne damask that
blended with the warm, neutral
shade of the custom-made, Portu-
guese carpet. Black walnut side
tables supported huge and decora-
tive custom-made lamps. An
elongated walnut coffee table with[

f West Los Angeles, had shown ad-
;f’:u; % ﬂhelx';st;ﬁre t;: :ﬁiﬁ?&s mirable taste and tallenfg in weayv-
were hung with what I can only|"€ t‘hf oy shfurmsﬂl‘mgs F{f“;tn
describe as an intriguing system Nf‘rh' ‘ormqrm tohme " i lu 1
of horizontal scallops of metallic|M!Chigan, inf e das -
cords (it had been imported from moqd of the Palm Springs desert
Italy) which could be drawn up|Setting.

4 tak.| The study beyond the living
;J:gdlfics]::e flee wliglo breath tak room, for instance, was also a

iteh./Study in color, employing both
enl‘ne&r‘;r:’:r“f;e:rg;):lfp:gdaku;fﬁ r‘oyal blue and a shade qf wild_ly
broad octagonal table of walnut, ggﬁbtgg:: ag::‘gei(aﬁtu}; 2::;'
with comfortable chairs in muted bt houée d., the! BT} dhetem
g;‘rﬁf‘g f9r either card playing ori’ books. An Oriental ivory
' ;¢ |carved chest was topped with a

% Ovetf' vhebZabI;m}llung la irrllj al:lg carved ivory elephant. The card
g;gthgs :er s?{?;overgger shoul.|taPle was white, with comfortable

der and poles stuck in the snow;|CPairs upholstered in green.
“That’s my daughter Dorothy,”|  BEYOND THE STUDY was the
said Mrs. Nicoletti later. Doro-|master bedroom — large, rest-
thy is now Mrs. Federico de Silva|ful, luxurious, with several clps-
of San Marino. (A painting of‘ets off a dressing room which
another pretty woman in an|opened through glass doors to a
evening gown hung in the mas-|private sunning patio, landscaped
ter hedroom. I couldn’t deuidel (Turn to NICOLETTI HOME,

whether it was of Dorothy or her Page B-12)
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Fuller Interior Wall Paint COVETS up to
15% more wallspace than cheap paint

.. costs less per room, »A‘ndvaulle'r
quality gives you extra years of wea
... you save on repainting cost. R
member—dnfy the very rich can _affpr
cheap paint! Ihsist on Fuller quality.
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"Whatzis'
Day for
Victoria

The Victoria Garden Club of
Riverside will meet for a 1:30
p.m. dessert at the home of Mrs.
Madeline Runnels, 2374 Seventh
street, on Thursday, May 18.

Co-hostesses for the afternoon
will be Mrs. Ray Hafner, Mrs.
Eugenia Davault and Mrs. Matie
Moore.

Following the report of the nom-
inating committee, there will be
an election of officers for the
coming season.

Highlight of the meeting will
be the “Whatzit” feature, where
each member brings an unusual
plant, flower or cut specimen for
identification. Any member bring-
ing an unusual plant already iden-
tified will be asked to give a
short description of the plant, its
history and culture.

Waterproof Light

If you have a stall shower in
your home, be sure it's equipped
with a waterproof ceiling fixture,
the American Home Lighting In-
stitute recommends. The light
makes your shower safer, while
protecting you from shock.

3

'CELEBRATING—Cha

Be modern with rles

the city of Riverside.

When Clair Kuss was appoint-|
ed Riverside Recreation superin-
tendent, he started on the job on
Sept. 15, 1956. Kuss was greeted
the next day by Charles
Sunak, who volunteered his as-
sistance on any programs to
benefit senior citizens of the
City of Riverside.

S
NEW DIALCET FAUCET
COMMUNITY SUPPLIES

44190 E. Florida, Valle Vista
Phone: 65-87464

Sunak (right), 3581 Chestnut,

Charles Sunak, who Yetired
‘eleven years ago and moved to
Riverside with his wife Hazel,
has perhaps been the most tire-
less worker in the City for the
recreational needs of senior resi-
dents, and has been most instru-
mental in pointing up their

needs. He was one of the steady

4 low-cost ways to have

complete home
air conditioning

TRANE Climate Changers
will give vou >

£
, Riverside, celebrates the

dedication of the new patio at Dales Community Center in White Park in River-
side by relaxing in the luxurious outdoor recr:
while Don Derr, Riverside Park and Recreati
Mr. Sunak, assisted by his wife, had just cut the ribbon at the formal cere-
mony of the project for which he hadworked so Iong, ana which he donated to

eation area for a game of cards,
on director, checks Charlie’s hand.

(Photo by Lorraine Small)

Sunak--One-Man Progra m'

group leaders in presenting to
the Park and Recreation Com-
mission and the City Council the
reed for a local center for Sen-
ior Citizens.

His assistance in this project
was largely instrumental in the
building of the Dales Commun-
ity Center in White Park.

Charles Sunak also served on
the steering committee which
helped establish the original Sen-
ior Citizen program, involving ac-
tivities for senior adults, such
as cards, tours etc.

SUNAK HAS MADE many gen-
erous gifts and additions to the
City recreation program, said
Clair Kuss, — to buildings and
activities, whenever they were
needed.

Here is a list of some of}the
things he has done: {

— He constructed eight gard
table tops for the Fairmotint
Park Adult Center. _

— He made signs for Commun-
ity Centers.

\

(Continued From Page B-11)

with Callistemon, Orange Jessa-
mina and Evergreen Pear. A
patio floor of warm brown aggre-
gate was centered by a criss-
cross design in tile.

Retracing our steps through the

living room — and what a per-
fect place it was for entertain-
ing, we remarked after a second
inspection we entered the|
roomy, convenient kitchen pre-
sided over by smiling Jane Har-
rell.
The kitchen was fitted with the
most modern features, from elec-
tronic oven to metal cuphoards
fronted with walnut panels —
there was even a mop-sink by the
basement stairs — all in oat-
meal, with warm browns and
charcoal from vinyl floor to tiled
counters.

THE MOST UN-CALIFORNIA
aspect of this desert home was
the big basement, covering 1,000,
square feet. Here was a built-in
central vacuum system, air-con-
ditioning unit, mammoth water
heater, laundry facilities, coun-
ters galore' — all slick and neat;
and presenting an almost too-per-
fect, inhuman orderliness.

But the door leading from the
laundry area opened into a plain,
comfortable storage room—what
many families term their junk-
room, where trunks and boxes
hold the treasures of former
years. The excess furniture, pic-
tures and knick - knacks may

Nicoletti Home . ..

eventually be put to use, but if
joy,” laughed Louise Nicoletti.

had been exposed to the Palm
years.

make this house my permanent

area,
Springs.
chuckled, “to visit with my daugh-
ter’s family in their summer
home, but too far away to be an
instant, on-call baby-sitter.”

as all grandmothers — however
proud and loving they may be

“~

they never are, they still cannot
be thrown away.
““The basement is my pride and

“I asked the architect to put this
room first on his plans, because
many of my things to be stored

Springs elements for almost three
Now that I have a place
for my things, I am going to

residence.

“For the summer months, of
course, I will leave for a coolet
perhaps near Santa Fe
‘Close enough,” she

Wise lady, that Mrs. Nicoletti,
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Check List for

Garden Jobs

1. Divide tall Bearded Iris after
it goes out of bloorh — but only
if clumps are crowded. Every
third year is about average for
dividing them.

2. Set lawn mower blades to

cut grass longer than during the
cooler months. About 1% to 2
inches is right for the hot sum-

— will agree.

mer months.

8. Plant Dahlias again this
month for a late show of this fav-
orite flower.

4. Anticipate summer bare
spots in the garden by filling
them with annuals now.

5. Hanging baskets should be
brought down occasionally for a
good soaking. Immerse the whole
container in water and let it
drink deeply.

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
LOCAL CREWS

To.

WHITE POOLS, INC.

ERE IS NO ACCEPTABLE SUBSTITUTE FOR QUALITY!

10949 MAGNOLIA

nds‘copé Consultation and Custom Pool Design
t Your Personal Desires at No Additional Cost

OV 9-2195

UP TO 1,526 SQ.

Satuirday Evening
POST
YBLUE RIBBON"
HOME AWARD

Now!
Greater Home Value
Than Ever!

ALL THIS AT
0 EXTRA COST!

-\]
\|

WALL-TO-WALL CARPETING!

2%, ACRE RECREATION CENTER...PONY LEAGUE
BALL DIAMOND ... COMMUNITY SWIMMING POOL
(37’ x 60) BY ANTHONY, WITH WADING POOL,
DRESSING ROOMS, ETC. (ready in May)!

FT. LIVING AREA!

BUILT-IN GAS RANGES & OVENS!

SIERRA PARK

“Our home in

SIERRA PARK
isswell...
you'll like
' livin® here,
too!”

“The Pride of Suburban Riverside”



