
Ju ly S I, 1930

Mr* W illiam  Randolph H ea rs t,
137 R ive rs id e  D rive ,
New Work, 5* Y.

Dear Mr. H ea rs t,-

I  do not l ik e  to  take up small trou b les at long d is ­
tance aa cond itions sometimes ohange before the problem even 
can reach you. However, th is  may n o t, Mr. Webb began doing 
queer th ings s h o r t ly  a f t e r  yon l e f t  *  ending in  h is  qu arre l­
in g  w ith  a l l  the man and a f t e r  a s c u f f le  c la im ing h is "honor" 
was damaged, wont to San Luis Obispo and had a s h e r i f f  oome 
up and a rre s t seve ra l o f  the boys* A couple o f days la t e r  
he went to  a h osp ita l i  San Lu is Obispo c la im ing serious 
in ju ry  to h is  neck. Dr. 3h ields c a lle d  me up and said botjr 
X-rays and a thorough examination showed no s ign  o f in ju ry  
but th a t Mr* Webb was in an e x c e s s iv e ly  nervous s ta te , and 
that the trou b le  appeared to be mental ra ther than p h ys ica l.
A few  hours la t e r  Dr. Low e ll, h is  regu la r  physic ian , reported  
the same con d ition  saying he wanted to  warn me that Mr. Webb 
was not in  a mental s ta te  to handle men. A fte r  th inking i t  
o ver , I  asked both doctors i f  i t  would bo t r e a t in g  Mr. ,Vebb 
f a i r l y  to consider him i l l  and in s is t  on h is  tak in g  a vaca­
t io n  u n t i l  your re tu rn . Their answer was yes , there was 
r e a l ly  nothing e ls e  to  do*

Tho trouble takes tho form o f  h is b e lie v in g  h im se lf 
the sub loo t o f con sp irac ies  and persecutions -  and o f a ttacks 
on h is  "honor" and a s e r ie s  o f queer sohemings suoh as soaking 
h is green house beds in  furnace o i l ,  to make the d isoharging
o f  a l l  tho men seem reasonable, e tc*

I t  may be that a few weeks o f l i f t e d  r e s p o n s ib il ity  
w i l l  b r in g  him out a l l  r ig h t .  In  the meantime tho garden is  
being cared fo r  and Mr. MoClure w i l l  look  a f t e r  chedking o f  
pay r o l l s  o tc , u n t i l  you re tu rn .

One reason I  w r ite  i s  because he is  n a tu ra lly  a g g r ie v ­
ed a t being suspended, and claims that as he i s  d ir e o t ly  respon­
s ib le  to  you, no one has a r igh t to in t e r fe r e ,  -  a fa c t ,  o f  
course, under ord inary circum stances. W ill  th is  arrangement 
do u n t i l  you return?

Yours very  t ru ly ,

JM-M




