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The Extended Education unit per our mission statement ex-

tends the mission of the University throughout the commu-

nity by providing access to quality education especially for non-

traditional students and local organizations.  Unit was launched 

just prior to the opening of the University in 2002 with the Sum-

mer College program for children of migrant workers, contract 

for MSW, and initial non-degree certificate programs.  Cur-

rently, Extended Education offers six degree programs, eleven 

certificate programs, custom education, individual degree credit 

courses, as well as non-credit and grant supported education 

and enrichment programs.  Educational effectiveness is assessed 

through established academic assessment and evaluation proce-

dures and on-going community and industry advisement which 

is formally provided through a Senate Committee and informally 

through contact with local business and public sector leaders.

As a complex administrative unit within the university serving 

a variety of stakeholders, Extended Education uses an assess-

ment approach incorporating standards and tools from multiple 

national organizations including the Western Association of 

Schools and Colleges (WASC), the Council for Adult and Ex-

periential Learning (CAEL), and the Council for the Advance-

ment of Standards in Higher Education (CAS).  These policies 

and procedures are designed to provide a process of continual 

improvement, as well as concrete evidence of educational effec-

tiveness.  In addition to assessing student learning, the plan is 

intended to evaluate the impact on the community, the respon-

siveness of educational programs, track the quality of student 

services and electronic delivery of courses, and provide regular 

review of pro-

grams.  Finally, an 

overall scorecard 

of effectiveness 

is used to summa-

rize key effective-

ness areas of Ex-

tended Education 

activity.  
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