EETHOVEN

SOCIETY,

Having effected an engagement with H. L. Barexax, Esq. for
the professional services of the Unrivaled Songstress

Will give a performance of Handel’s Grand Oratorio,

THE MESSIAH,
ATIYIN . HA;;J,—HA_RTF( YR,

Monday Eve’g, December 25th, 1865.

soLos BY
M’'LLE PAREPA,
MiSS CERTRUDE FRANKAU,
MRS. E. A. RISLEY,
RMIONS. A. A. PATTOU.
The Bass Solos will be rendered by that distinguished artist

DR. C. A. GUILMETTE,

Of Boston.
THE ;

CHORUS OF 140 VOICES

Will be accompanied by the celebrated

GERMANIA ORCHESTRA

OF BOSTON-

J. G. BARNETT, - - = = = Conductor.
W.J, BABCOCK, - =- = = = = Orgamnist

Tickets with Reserved Seats, $2.00, and $1.50, according to location. The
sale of tickets will commence Thursday morning, at the music store of
L. Barker & Co.

Persons living at a distance can have good seats reserved by forwarding
the money to W. H. Hills, Sec’y, 51 Asylum Street.

An extra train will run to New Britain and Rockville, and intermediate
stations after the concert.

-



The composer of this sublime oratorio, George Frederick Handel, stands, in the whole history of mu-
sio, separate in all respects from all before or after him ; singularly colossal in body an
Chiistian, and in faith, as in everything else, both firm and zealous, looking for instruction and convic-
Son for rule and discipline, for strength and comfort, solely to the Holy Scriptures, from whence all
comiort procards. These ¢ read ditigently st dally, and ihus becume intimately acquninted with them
and partienlarly the more,dificult writings of St. aul and the doctrine of the Redemption, not mq
confining it to,the suilorings and death of our Suviour, but meditatins upon it in its ontiro immonsy
beering and importance. _To glorify this truth before his fellow men, by his art as_a musician, to bring
it as near their hearts as it was to his own, was one of his most cherished ideas, He therefors, for his
‘adopted the words of God, as found in the holy scriptures. One of the English bishops leirning of
his n'/ml(lous, offered to write him a poem. but Handel rtplu.d in noble anger, *‘ How_can he think he

ey vaors botter toxt that, prophets and uposties full of the holy spirit?’ And how nobls did e
Falfli his task | - How grand, how beautiful was his choice ! L WP Mienlbgiandbe ha vor ot hatsugiihs
Tk 3 s ohosen better?. In this'pitit was the Messiah writtén, No langusgs ean 46
Justico to ifs many beauties and sublime thought; it must be heard, and heard frequently, to be
‘appreciatec

ko oratorio commencos with an overture, sommhac sombrein s character, in which the whole human
den. Help there must be, help and comfo it cannot come by
m: ing: me!odf smgsgentlynndchmmuv, “Camﬂ)l ye my people;**
and ‘when this héavenly comfort hus opencd the beart, fhe voice of him thiat crieth in the wildemess
prepare e way of the Lord.”” Now we m: i\gmn ‘new hope, * Every valley shall be exalted ; *
song dwells with childlike joy on the P cEdic ubire: (e chorus following, “And the glory of
the Lord shall be revealed,” 1s full of pious joy.
solemn recitative profiounces, * Thus siith the Lord, T will shake the heavens and the carth, and
the desire of all nations shall comte,” Yet still the soul is afraid even of its salvation; it hardly dares
1ift up its head ; for * Who may abide the day of His coming.”

The chorus fouowmg ‘somewhat relieves this despondency, as they render the words, * He shall pnrify
the sons of Le

‘ot recitative announces * A virgin shall conceive and bear a son,” and in tender joy continucs,
0 thuu tha telleth good tidings to Zion—liftup thy voice with strength.” From this air Handel forms
a benufiful chorus ~the voices several times slowly descend into the Sower tones and éeasc, while th
ingtruments, in low, soft muvmurs, fnieh the prssizo,

‘The bass sol 0ld dnrkne:< shall cmu the earth,’” sombre in its character together with the air
that follows, * The people thut walketh in Darkness” raales you feel as if sou also walked in the valley
of the shadow of death, and could hardly see th d much wished morning dawn,

i chorus folloving, - For unto s achild i o ski | dhplxlynd inits compo-

. preserving throdghout a semblance of e e S G e
\nderstood, and never fuils in shedding its brightnes. over the sLudmnce Al the Voices break out,

s if by re\'elntmn, ** His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, A Gnd " rushing like a
mighty tom.m, the soul is bowed in mmay and cannot but confess ”I\. xmgluy ‘power and influence of
mysiin thus Vringing the truths of the gospel go vividly before the mind’

mphony brings the roul back from constantly incrcased excltement to mild tranquility,

ts sweet and very soft

There were shm-phcrds abiding in the fic'd,” together with * The multi-
tude of the Heavenly Host,” and ** Glory to God in the highe-t,” are both beautitully and Lrilliantly
treated. The solemn silenice of the Voices after * Peace on Larth,” and the soft accompaniment that
follows, and_the conclusion, where vol.es unite in adoration und yraisc, indicating the retwm of the
spirits to their horhe, arc amongst the more pleasing and sntisfying portions of the oratori
e first act of the (,rent worl he birth ot Then
Sollonn £ pentla sy Tulaen : Rejoice greatly, 0 PR sttt i el
the righteous Saviour, sjeaking ped en shail the eyes of the blind be spened, &c.” distinetly

R M e e O e e e e
B N hole tange ot muAlo sny piece which moves the. Soul. more goutlyand. modly thes this
dose; overy oo breathes love and ch Jdlike confidence. May God grant, said a1 enthusiast, that this
song may fill my mind when on my deathbed. villinuly would then the eye ciose upon all that is
lefthere, dear fo the Leut,  Almost asmild as this aiv, et with a touch of melancholy seriousness, i
t, ** His yoke is easy.

i rary etk ad mos Sxcesiaut chors lcads us fo the

Bearer’s S0t s ogmtated with fender para for the Saviour who is to meet sullorings and death. " * Behold

the Lamb of God,” the voices exclaim, i soemn devdtion and deep seriousness—the music is heart-

touching and sorrowful, yot bighly dighified, und by ts vigor, lending strength fo the hearer o feel in

erines which afterwards befel our Saviour. 'Lhis chorus is considered, on

acoount or the trath and depth of expression, and also of its beautiful ataranl adaptation, one of the
best of the whoie wo

“'He ws desyiscd and ejected of men,” breathes forth sadness and affectionate compassion for the
inpocentisuilerer.

us * He trusted in God that he would deliver him,” is a picce requiring great skill on the part
of the composer, yet the hearer nced not be a musician o follow the interweavings of the single parts.
There ate thoughts and emotions of the heart that cannot be well portrayed or expressed in any other
manner; bitter scorn, shumeiess scoffing, daring contempt has never been more distinctly represented by

anit biesthes fo
“T'ne recitative announcing *

shold of our Lord’s sufferings, and the

rebuke hath broken his heart,” and the short air following *Behold, and see if there he any
sorrow like unto His sorrow,” is full of soul and fecling, dissolving into sadness. "‘These picces, portraymg
the scenes of our Savior’s sufferings are all so simple and so_heartfelt that they appeal to the mixd and
heart of every one that listens to them with becoming seriousness
Handel now procecds alter a short solo, * But Thot dist not lave His soul in hell,” to the great and
Jofty chorus of the resurrecti.; Ty NEts 0 vo g i 0 s ey snmewhut AfE res
from the others, and t‘unwlsls in all unite u.\
one expression of exalted joy. Who is lory?” They answer, * The L 022 of Hosts,
These words are rep eated sevoral times, and thon in great joy und flery vigor all exclaum, again and again
e is the King ot Glory.
The words ** How beaufiful are the feet,” is the perfection of sweetness, delicacy and simplicity.
Th following chorus,  Their sound is gono out intoall the worid s full of vigor and brilliuncy,
a wonderful intrinsic life pervades the wliole of it,
A brilliant symphony, after which follows, * Why do the nations so furiously Tage together?” ex-
ressing with pomp and brilljancy not only the proud mind of the Tulers, but scorafaily looking down
upon thiose who conspire againt ihe
oo the shiorua whidholoses i socona part; {ho Elorions Hallelujah,
it being so “Well known, Handel hims.lf confessed that he had been, while com; a state o
i ch he had mover oxponienced beforo or after, but of which ho was not able o give any acconnte
quoting St. Paul—Whether 1 was in my body or out of my body, od Jnows.
1t therefore seems that he considered his Mallelujah a S acion o Soaia 1, divine, prophetic inspira-
tion, and thus 1t s alays proved in effect upon the hearts of oll its hearers'; the soul 15 exalted. our
Gus, confidin hope i3 raised in humility: our uith Js confirmed and strengthened, even to the uncon-
dmonal yet cheerful surrender of our whole soul to
third part treats of death, resurrection, Fdement ot stormial 1. fh mura hesuttal sad sppra:
priate introduction he could not have found thin the words L kn w that my Redeemer liveth.” Every=
thing in the air is quite simple, everywhere according the whole, and nowhere tri seems
impossible to express the caim confidence, the rat. slm,lur ) Gortaaty Of piows Tatth of o Ches
with more truth, A very impusing Tecitutive follows, * Jiehiold L tell you a mystery.” And now with
pomp und vigor ihe trainp t begins the uir, * Tl trampet shall sound » The ciorus, «Thans be to
God who giveth u: 55 full of mich thoughis uud beauties. lie master nmmd Dis work by
two powerfully i chorisaes W orthy oo Pha Lamh Lunt et slain oupg m_chords,
and then with full Vigor exclaim, ¢ Blossing and honor, glory and power be unto "itian that sitteth upon

the throne, and to the Lamb forever,”

and




PROCRAMBARE,

—_———

Part Kirst.

OYERTURE.

RecrraTrve,—Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God; speak ye comfort-
ably to Jerusalem; and cry unto her that her warfare is acemnphshed that her iniquity
is pardoned. ‘The voice of him that crieth in_the wilderness—Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Alr—Every valley shall be exalted, and every mouutain and hill made low, the
crooked straight, and the rough places plain.

Crorus.—And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shail see -it
together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

RecrtATIVE—Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: Yet once a little while, and I will
shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land;and I will shake all nations,
and the desire of all nations shall come. The Lord, whom' Ve seek shall suddenly come to
His Temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in; Behold, he shall
come, saith the Lord of Hosts.

Arr—But who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He
appeazeth ? for He is like a refiner’s fire.

CHoRUs.—And He shall purify the sons of Levi, that they may effer unto the Lord
an offering in righteousness.

RecrTaTIVE—Behold! a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His
name EMANUEL—God be with us.

A1r.—O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high mountains;
O thou that tellest good tuluws to Jer: usalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up.
be not afraid; say Tnto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Arise, shme for thy
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon {hee.

R r1ve.—For, behold, darkness shall shall cover the earth, and gross darkness
the people; but the Lord shall arise upon thee; and his gl shall be seen upon thee,
aud the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

Atr—The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light, and they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

Crorus.—For unto us a child is born, unto-us a Son is given ; and the government
shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful, Louuselnr, The

Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

PASTORAL SYMPEHONY.

RecrraTive.—There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flocks by night.

RecrraTive.—And lo! the Angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around about them ; and they were sore afraid.

RecrraTive.—And the Angel said unto them, Fear not; for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; for unto you is born this day, in the
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

RrcrTaTive —And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying—(Uhotus) —Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, good
will towards men.

AIR,—Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ! behold,
thy king cometh unto thee ! Heis the righteous Saviour, and He shall speak peace unto the
heathen.

ReciTaTivE.—Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf un-
stopped ; rhen shall the lame man leap as a hart. and the tongue of the dumb shall sing.

Atr.—He shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; and He shall gather the lambs with His arm
and carry them in 1fis bosom, and gently lead those who are with young.

Atr.—Come unto Him, all ye that labor and are heayy laden, and He will give you rest.
oke upon you, and learn of Him; for He is meek and lowly of heart; and ye
shall find rest unto-your souls. -

Cuorus.—His yoke is easy and His burden is light.




Part Second.

Ciorus.—Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world !

Atr.—He was despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief.

HorUS.—He trusted in God that he would deliver Him; let Him deliver Him if He de-
light in Him.

RECITATIVE.—Thy rebuke hath broken His heart.; He is full of heaviness. He looked
for some to have pity on Him, but there was no man; neither found He any to comfort
Him, :

AIR.—Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto His sorrow.

RECITATIVE.—He was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of Thy
people was He stricken,

AIR.—But thou didst not leave His soul in hell; nor didst Thou suffer Thy Holy One
to see corruption.

Cnorus —Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and
the King of Glory shall come in. Who is the King of Glory? 'The Lord stroug and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, U ye gates, and be ye lift uy ye everlasting
doors ; and the King of Glory shall come in.” Who is the King of Glory ? The Lord of
Hosts, He is the K.ng of Glory. ’

‘AIR.—How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things, g

Cl}l{ionus.——Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words unto the end of the
wor

A1R.—Why do the nations so furiously rage together, and why do the people imagine a
vain thing 7 ~The kings of the earth rise up, and the rulers take counsel together against
the Lord, and against His Anointed. -

CuorUs.—Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their yokes from us

RecITATIVE.—He that dwelieth in heaven shall laugh them to.scorn; the Lord. shall
hold theém in derision.

A1r.—Thou shalt breal tuem with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dush them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel.

CHORUS.—HALLELUJAH : for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this
world is become the kingdom ot eur Lord, and of His Christ ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever. s

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS! HALLELUJAH !

It is related that on one occasion, when the Messiah was being performed, Georae III was so deeply
impressed with the g axdeur ot thi~ chorus, that he 1ose and remaimed standing through its performance
and ever since that time, when the Halieiujah Chorus is performed alroad, all who listen arise, as if thus
paying homage to the King of kings and Lord of lords.

Part Third.

Amr.—I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon
the eaith ; and though worms destroy this body, yet in the flesh shall I see God. For now
is Christ risen from the dead. the first fruits of them that sleep.

RECITATIVE —Behold ! I tell you a mystery ; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.

AIR.—The trump shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed.

(Crorus —But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

At.—If God be for us, who can be against us? Who shalllay anything to the charge of
God's elect. It is Gud that jastifieth, who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yea, rather thatis risen again, who is at the right hand of God, who malkes intercession for us.

CHoRUS.—Worthy is the Lamb that was slain. and hath redeemed us to God by His
blood, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing. Biessing and honor, glory and power be unto Him that si.teth upon the vhrone,
and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen. Amen.
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