Pundita Ramabai.

Punﬁeza Ramabai was the daughter of a priest who suffered

persecution for educating the women of his family. At the age
of I6 she was legt an orphan, and 3 yrs, later she traveled

T the ppotection of her brother across India urging in all
va%%b the emanci pation and aducation of women. After a short
illness her brother died and 6 mths, later she married a Bengal=-
ese — a Sanscrit scholar, But at his death in less than 2 yrs.
she was left at 24 yrs of age to face the futureas a Hindu
widow. Again she sought the rostrum. To acquaint herself with
better metheds of advancing her work she went to England and
was rec'd so warmly and her scholarship so appreciated she
Haseapheintmdinhedthilethair of Sanscrit in a Woman's Coll g
Here she remained till the first part of 1886 when her ﬂ£$-57aéL(oﬁﬂ‘
Dr, Joshee, also a Hindu Brghmin of high type, took the deg
of doctor of medicine; a

Ré—witirher—dauihier,lanoramay she-
\fﬂ_,Ehilaéeéphé&. The two Hindu women met there for the
firs tdme, hav1ng previously known each other only by correspond—

ence, amabal enfered Wear ily to aduatio xe cwq Se
rewoi tic 1ar1y in fhe st that Hind wo n
he flr % me to receive ,ne egreg of 4 tor of medlci €.

obn became interested in American /institdtions, so mich Sr

0]

mpressedﬂﬁﬂl’*a vublic school system which included girls as
well as boys that , instead of returning to work in England
she decided to remain here for personal investigation in behalf
of her down-trodden country-women ,and soon began to prepare
a regular series of school books, 1Y 9 A6 aneplen —

She could not forgei thatof the Qé;#eﬁ766e- )izl
in her home land some 1»3’ s were unable t read and write.
Those who have read Pundfta's book, "The High-caste Hindu Woman"
are not ignorant of the conditions of these wretched creatures. °
The more Ramabhal thought of them, strangers to any means of ‘f
surport, destitute of the least promise of education, devoid
of all hope of second marriage, the more the idea grew upon her /i
of fionding an institution which would ingyre Ist, self—relianog/ v
2nd., education, gnd 3rd., womaen eachers trong in her deter—
mination to work'i%VthlaL 111y aware of theegagzggu t1
in the way, she wént forth to lectuesre among our peovlet*Her goo
knowledge of the English language made this a vpossibility.
Her elnoerlty, geeé—+uégmant,and ¢hristian faith- for while in
England she accepted €hristianity and she and her daughter were
baptized— soon won for her the attention %f gerious and phil=-
anthropic minds, In the summer of 1887, after she had spoken
in nea®ly I50 meetings, a Ramabal association was discussed
in Boston, and by Dec, it was a settled fact with Rev, Edward .
EveFett Hale as president, By the time the association had
been in existence a yvear, there wewe 60 circles auxiliary to the}r,

J}Lw

central one in Boston, and nearly 3000 memberq, each one pledg—-
ing annual support,

Not only the Atlantic but the Pacific coast claimed w""‘} ,m
Ramabai's attention , for tho delicate in health, still follow- ‘”“
in g the Hindu custom of eating neither flesh, fowl, nor ¥ish, x»{ L\
she traveled alone to the western coast, speaking in every w—

important eity in hehalf of her Hindu sisters. She spoke in
S, F. at the educational convention of July, 1888, and at 50 1;#0



other mettings in that vicinity. As a resuly, a branch Ramabai
Assoc, was formed with 20 auxiliary circles,

. The outlook was so encocuraging that Ramabails going to
India to begin her school was assented to, Her daughter, who
had during this time been in England,had already arrived, and
when asked why she had not left her in England to be educated ,
she replied, "I want her to grow up among her people, to know
them as they are, and to prepare herself far the work there is
before her., If I left her in England, she would grow up to be
an English girl, nog¥ one of us,"

All the arrangements for school work were made on a sound
business basis, with Pundita as principal., Bombay was finally
settled upon as the place for the school, and a building engaged.
Four pupils of the Brahmin caste having been promised, the school
was opened March 1I, 1889, and Ramabai's dream of years was a
reality. b 4
The opening of this Sharada Sadan or Home of Wisdom, as the ’
school was named, was a great success, an occasion to be remem— /vy
bered in the history of India. At the end of the first quarter, ;?/j~P
the number had reached 22, In spite of this success, however,
public epinion in India was still bitter against the work. gfyfar:}A
But the brave woman determined to go on working quietly to see d§ ¢
K

if faith dineG and not bring about the desired change
‘She #has 1400, Mpwdlin o1t ok W™ b e Lom = Y
;/dfﬁ 't kn ege fRcts td Iﬂ gffiggg: 1
Fazing brarys; ~ And—it
't given

was not—4ill I reathedI hadn ,a thought és I
neared India till I reached Singaporg. g¥hile visiting in a n
Anglo—éhinese school there I meti&u&QE#j%ﬁ% had been in missionary
work in India for several yearswith headquarters in Bombay.
She knew Ramabai personally very well indeed and couldn't say
too much of her charming personality and wonderful work. Her
enthusiasm was ihf%dﬂiuus and we straightway made up our minds
to visit her if it were at all vossible.
we left Bombay at I0 o'clock one night, or the 22nd, hour,
ag they say there, At three in the morning, about 200 miles :
gouth of Bombay, we rose, dressed, packed our hedding, for bedding
always has to be carried in that country, and at the cheerful

hour of 4:10 we got off at a station ecalled Ghond— nothing ther?z ﬁjﬁ

it the station house, the pens about it filled with natives
like so many sheep al—-hunddted—begether waiting for trains.

We arrived at Kedgaeon, our destination, at 6:55.-The %fééé’
station agent told“hindita usually saw that a bullock®St the i
trains to take strangers to the school, Mt we went on Sunday
so pe had to walk. The work was started in Bombay oI think I
t0ld you, then moved to Poona, mit eity life had so many dis-
advantages they again moved t0 their present location.

As I approached the place, 1 was reminded of a large farm,
and that is just about what it ig. It is an industrial school,
you know, where sewing, cooking, dairying, gnd farming together
with book instruction of a simple kind are + MR, Koffman of I
Iowa had the agricultural work in charge, and he told us every
bit of the labor was done by women, There are 200 acres in all
180 of which are tillable and the remainder jungle, Met a tiny
girl at the gate, a widow I suppose§-«ere shown rooms by one of th
lady managers, who by t?e way wasdan En 1i§h womgn.lThe Epild%¥§§

; sort of porc ong the e
f?ghéogfoghgrggigtf?ﬁewo§h&ﬁﬂ:3 ngg, the cogering .Qfgwhich is ﬁﬁ
it -
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made of bambhoo tied together with rope..l had the queerest roomn,

It was ¥lke an adobe inside— the walls were whitewashed, the

floor was cement, rafters made of poles were visible and above

them the tile roof. There were iron hars at the windows for
protection at night, I supvose, and over these a fine wire

netting to keep out the birds, And by the way , it is a beautiful
sight to see biré and beast fearless of man, and one certainly

does in India. You know of theri worshipping animals, and neéavu¢-
a house is built , I care not how simple, nexe? _a temple erected,

I care not how grand but—that provision is gh¥*fhade for a home , .
for birds, And the poor Hindu starving for something to eat ¢ g
would not think of tajing the lifayed his bullock in the field T **
or that of the deer in the jungle t let me get back to my Troom,
Two walls of cement y¢¢g about 4 Ut} high made a bath room in

on e corner, and on top of these walls were jugs fiiled with water
to bathe with, There was no tubi%ﬁﬁ%vtﬂa drain throuhghthe

outside wall, Over the door were e words, "God is our refuge,"

and the other ornament in the room was a "Daily Light Almanac",

and the verse for NOv,.20", the day I was there was, "By strength Q
of hand the Lord brought us out,"

Ve were brought an early breakfast, called "choto hazri", .
which consisted pf ,cocoa and bread, and then we watched the cunnin
youngsters invﬂb&f*»!bng gkirts and smiling plack eves go to 3
Sunday school, which commenced at 8 o’clock.IAt 9 we w re taken
along the line of buildings where our rooms "gwere and in the rear
 were most amazed to find a large church in the shape of a Gereek
crofs, By the time we got into it , the place was half filled wit
with natives. In they came noiselessly in their bare feet Dby
ones and in groups till th church was packed. They gat on the flool”
as thick as they could sit— one solihd mass of black facese.

The service was mch the same as ours opening with song, and m
my - such singinge. I know it inspired me , and Irkno + mist have
made Pundita's heart glad. The service was led by a Mr, Norton,

a New Yorker, an elderly man who has spent the years since he
wes 26 in missionary work in India, At the close they were
permitted to remain for prayer if thp wished., Not one of the churc:
ful moved, and presently murmurings were heard. The mirmrings bee
came walls and the wails became cries, Some were on their knees, s
gome were sitting, some were standing, all with eyes closed and
hands upraised. Some skook as if having a chill, some went through
such contortions the shook their hair down— none quit, I believe t
$i11 forced from sheer exhaustion, I staid 45 mimutes after the #¢
service and by that time most had gone. They seemed to stop as
if th® had been in a trance, picked up theiV bibles and hymn
books and left as quietly as they came. I never saw such earnest—
ness, such suplication, such an outpouring of the spirit Before in
my life. I ne ver was so moved and impressed by anything. Three
of us sat there half crying— speechless, the fourth of our party
had to leave the building, and she told me afterward the sound
from without reminded her of a mighty wind or the waves on the sea
shore.

At mg feet sat PuMdita and her daughter, She is getting
along in years and is so busy with other things— foIr one a

translation of the bible,— she is relieved
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; i ‘Esjand a glass of w puffalo milk, These things were brought in
< ¥ on & copper tray%Eg; the left we had flat open bowls in which we
- ;’ﬂ () -
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o }J*”/A to do is to eat witha ones fingers but we were given the ordinary
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when possible from taking an active part in the service. We staid
as long es she did, and she rem2ined as long as there was another
praying. She shook hands with us and we told her how fortunate
she was to be able to carry on such a work,

At I2 o'cleck we had breakfast. We were taken into a rectangm
ular shaped room with a cement floor, JHg Wineteen of us , all
foreign with the exception of Pundita's daughter,sat on the floor
with our backs to the wall, All the dishes were brass and COUDET,
hand wrought, very very pretty. The meal was served on a square

y\ of wood about the size of a hoard from the cook table, we sat
P g

song and prayer the meal was served. It consisted of rice, a sor
+ of beans that had to be hulled as eaten, some salt, brown and wet,
, a piece of pickled lime, bread, buffalo butter, a saucer of curd,

x’bﬁpn one of the same size , and had our backs to a third. After
a

washed our hands before beginning to eat from the jar filled with

,J{L; water that stood beside it, It was also used at the close of the

meal and as often through ik as one liked. YOUu know thw thing

implements, When one eats in native dtyle it is easily understood

o M/\ why finger bowls must be ever present during the meale
rd

We wandered back to our rooms and slept soundly ti11 2
=  o'clockyhen the English lady came again and ushered us to churche.

The occasion was the christening of six babies followed Dby
comminione

Jater on in the afternoon, we had the plessure of a talk
with,Punditaﬂﬁgz der the bamboo arcede in front of our Trooms.
She wears a rhe middle of her forehead designating her cas
caste and former religion, but she has given up both and , as I
told you, calls herself a ¢hristian. There is no caste among
those of her school, If you were ever in that country, even for
as short a time as we were , you would realize better than you
do what it would mean to get 1400 to drop caste and work peaceably
together. On our boat going to Calcutta were a Mr. and Mrs. Murdock
she had English vparents but was born and raised in Indiae. They
told us that they had a natix%%l the punka in t g_im
at night. Mrs., M, was wakenedsan asking hinlw w
he told her that his father had died and that his mother and severcb(
ehildren were dependent on his small earnings for their living,

she was greatly moved and as soon as the dawn came she perpared soww L

food for her hushand to deliver., He said he found them in a starvig
condition , and.most hapmy apparently over the arrival of food, He
placed the féggzﬁh the ground and in leaving his shadow fell acros
the food , defiling it in their estimation and making it unfit
to eat, They in that starving conditiom, ‘not knowing when or
how they would get any more, threw, od, dishes and all into a near
by gutter, That is not an unusual 2t all . Every one of
India's 3§9,000,000are just as particular,

Pundith is short and stout, has short Wavy hair and grayish BL
blue eyes, She always dresses in a white Tobe which is nothing
more than a piece of goods about 8 vds. in length draped about the
body with one end prought up over the head., On her feet she wears
sandals, nothing else, She calls her church éhrist's church, and b
believes all denominations should be reduced to one, When she
firgt concieved the idea of founding a school for widows her chief

aimg wasg educational, but now it ig spirttuat— spreading the

.



the gospel of Gesus Christ ghrough her women preachers,

TSt RGeS Odmrat 1S o T1
PUndita ? us some mignonette sheMay picked in her garden, and
said in ell,:Salaan", which means, vPeace unto you.

WM«—Y %Mm[\&,\ & f,eg




