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Pundita Ramabai e 

• Punfua Ramabai was the daughter of a priest who suffered 
persecution for educating the vomen of his family . At the age 
of I6 she was legt an orphan, and 3 yrs . later she traveled 
un9-0:i: the -pnotection of her brother across India urging in all 
~ the emanci pation and aducation of women . After a short 
illness her brothe~ died and 6 mths. later she married a Bengal-
ese - a Sanscrit scholar . But at his death in less than 2 yrs . 
she was left at 24 yrs of age to face the :rutureas a Hindu 
widow . Again she sought the rostrum. To a.cquaint'herself with 
better metheds of advancing her work she went to England and 
was rec 'd so warmly and her scholarship so appreciated she 
ffanea~peinemd.inedt~ml~hair of sanscrit in a oman•s Col~~ /":J#·~ 

JJ . Here she remained till the first part of I886 when her r- v -~ rJ. 
~ ,.._ Dr . Joshee, also a Hindu Brahmin of high type, took the deg e "'~ 

' of doctor of medicine . and wi i::lr her &8U&Qt a.-, U:rn,oz:a.mav ~ 
cam~~- The two Hindu women met there for the 
fir~~me, having previous y known each other only by correspond-

enc~. ~aira • ~n -ere¾ear il~-to ~aduat • o~~xlrnEcit:Z' rejoi pa tic larly in he f ct at Hind wo n as 
he fir t t me to re ive he gre of do ton of medici e. 
oon became interested in Amer can instit tions, so mch <r 

mpres seu-.. a -public school system which included girls a s 
well as boys that , instead of returning to work in England /; 
she decided to remain here for personal investigation in behalf 
of her down- trodden country-women , and soon began to prepare 
a regular series of school books . 17 ~ ~ ~ }l 

She could not fo!§;' thatof the w, 'rOO, A09 .ro:imn:i and. gt:PlA ✓'~/z 
i .n her home land some ~, were unable t read and write . (J 
Those who have read Pund·ta 's book, "The High- caste Hindu oman" :; 
are not ignorant of the conditions of these wretched creatures . i j V 
The more Ramabai thought of them, strangers to any means of ~ V 
support , destitute of the least promise of education, devoid 

1 of all hope of second marr i age , the more t he idea grew upon her 7, /~ 
of fionding an institution hich rould ini1t]-'e Ist, se~f-relianc~j •~ §: 
2nd ., education, Ed 3rd ., wom;i~ ~ers~ trong in ner deter-
minat:lon to work thi.a.. ~ • 1ll y aware of' the d.iffJ,cuJ_t~ / ' 
in the way, she w t fortfrt~- lectuere among our peopl~ go'M 7 J..%~ 
knowledge of the English langu~ge J11ade this a p:possibility. / 'f \ ,. 
Her sincerity , good. juagm~~t 1 and Christian faith- for while in • ~ 
England she accepted Christianity and she and her daughter 1,,,-ere ' 
baptized- soon won for her the attention oi serious and phj_l-
anthropic minds . In the summer of 1887, a :t:4: er she had spoken ~ --
in neanly I50 meetings , a Ramabai association ~ as discussed "\ ~ 
in Boston. and by Dec . it was a settled fact with Rev . Edward - L,._\- 1,u.:-J-., 
Eve:tett Hale as president . BY the time the association had ~ .,..._ ~ 

, been in existence a year , t here weJJe 60 circles auxiliary to the t ,.t.- • 
central one in Boston, and nearly 3000 members, each one pledg- ..->1 x - ~ 
. l t ,.,._ -. ' ,,...., 1.ng annua supper • .,.. . ...:- , l 

Not only the Atlantic but th'e Pacific coast claimed ,.-- : ...-.,&,'I 

Ramabai • s attention , for tho delicate in heal th , still follow- (► ... '; oJJ j 
in g the Hindu custom of eating neither flesh , fowl, nor ~iah, \ .. --- L 
she traveled alone to the western coast , speaking in every ~ --- • \ 
important city in behalf of her Hindu sisters . She spoke in 'iJ,J,--~ 
s . F. at th:e educational convention of July, 1888, Rnd at 50 n J..• "'~ .. . ~,.,;.r;t~ 



ot her met t i ngs in that vici nity . As a resu1i , a branch Ramabai 
As soc . uas f ormed with 20 auxiliary circles . 

The outlook as so encour aging that Ramabai 1 s going t o 
I ndia t o begin her schoo l as assented t o . Her daughter , who 
had during this time been in England, had already ar r i ved, and 
when asked why she had not lef t her in England to be educated , 
sh e r epl ied, ur want h er t o grow u p among her people, to kno 
them as they are, and to prepar e herself' for t he work there i s 
before h er . I f I left her in England, she ou ld gro . up to be 
an Engl ish gir l, not one of us . " 

All the arr angements f or school work wer e made on a sound 
business basi s , 1th Pu.ndita as principal . Bombay was final ly 
sett l ed upon as th e place for the school, and a building engaged . 
Four pupil s of t he Br ahmmn caste havi ng been promised,' the school 
was opened Mar ch I I , 1889, and Ramabai ' s dream of years was a 
rea l ity . • 

The openi ng of this Sharada Sadan or Home of isdom, as t he • .Y. 
school was named, was a gr eat success, an occasion t o be remem- (I'~ 
bered in the hist ory of India . At the end of t he first qu arter , f :,, ~ 
t he number had r eached 22 . In spite of this succes s , however , J ~' 
public ,pini on in India was still bitter agains t the work . r, 
But the brave woman determined to go on working quiet ly t o see ~~ t 

i f f a i 11l,.iJt1G<l,i anct.. Allan would not~brijlg ~bout the desil;, cI!;.,:rl(r ~ 
~ She ¢has I4 ()Cj. ~ eoc-~~-<Ju- t 'it,-'_._... ~ e , • • - ..., 
~ t kn~l Q.1J_J,..H;l:7i:~ f cts • - -/i ha!l,- 9,Uff-j - · t:tr 

of a gaz in • 1 br..a. , u _L - ~= ~ ~ t ,,. 
as _no.:t;.-t-:tJ,l I ~,_.__..., hadn ' t given , a thought t s I 

neared India till I rea • ·ed Singqe,or ~ •. 1yY£1J1 l e visi ting i n a n 
Angl o-6hinese s chool there I met )It.Ill~ had been in missionary 
work in India for s everal years , ith headquarters in Bombay . 
She knew Ramabai personally very well i ndeed and cou l dn' t say 
too JIU.1ch of her~char ming personal ity and wonderful work . Her 
ent husiasm as • ·uus and we straightway made u p our minds 
t o visit her if i t wee at all r,ossible . 

e lef t Bombay at IO o' c lock one night , or t h e 22nd . hour , 
as t hey say there~ At three in the morning, abou t 200 miles 
south of Bombay, ~e rose, dres sed, packed our bedding, for bedding 
always has t o be carried i n t hat country, and at the cheerful 
hour of 4:IO ~e got of f at a s t ation called Ghond- nothing ther ~n .• , 
but th e· stat i on house, t he pens bbout it filled with nat ives~~ 
like so many sheep a~ ffl:M4~ea ➔e~e ti'mr waiting f or trains . M~,

9
~ 

we ar r ived at K~ ill.eon, our des t i nation, at 6 : 55 .~e pf 
stati on agent t old~n lta usua l l y saw that a bul lock~t t h e j 
t rains to take s t rangers to the s chool, but we went on Sunday 
so ~had t o walk . The work was started in Bombay ,I t h i nk I 
told you, then moved t o Poona , but city l ife had so many dis­
advantages they again moved t o their present locati on . 

As I apnroached t he place, I was r eminded of a large f arm, 
and that is just about hat it is . It i s an industrial school , 
you know, where sewing, cook ing, dairying , ¥ ming together 
ith book instruction of a simpl e k i nd are • MR . Kof fman of I 

Iowa had t he agricultural . ork i n charge , and e told us. every 
bit of the labor was done by women. There are 200 acres i n a ll 
I BO of which are tillable and the r emainder jung l e . Het a tiny 
girl at t h e gate, a widow I suppose~ere shown rooms by one of th 
l ady managers, who by the way was an English woman. Th e bui l dings 
are lowtof ~ray stone with ~figrude sor t of por~h ~long the enti~~ 
x~on~ or he main i i ne of ~ gs , the cover1ng,. 9f which i s --,i, 



made of 1:>amboo tied t<?ee~her with rope •• I had the queerest room. 
It was ke an adobe inside- the walls were whitewashed, the 
f l oor was cement, rafters made of poles were visible and above 
them the tile r oof . There were iron bars at t he windows for 
protection at night , I sup1)0se, and over these a fine wire 
netting to keep out the birds . And by the way, it is a beautiful 
s ight.to see bira and beast fearless of man 9 and one certain},.y 
does 1n India . You know of theri worshipping animals , and~.~ 
a house is built , I care not how simple, n~ a temple erected, 
I car? not how grand~ provis i on is ~de for a home . 

for birds•. And t he poor Hindu star~ i for something to eat ~ ~ M• ' 
would not tl:r: ink of talj.ing the lif • his bullock in the field :=::ir-

or th at of the deer in the jungle t let me get back to my room. 
Two walls of' cement r/lf~ abou t 4 t . 1high made a bath room in 
one corner , and on top of thes e ~!}~- ~ere jugs filled ith ater 
to bathe witb . There as no tubJ .5us"'ra drain t hrouhghthe 
outside wall . Over the door w·ere 'Uffi11 wor ds, "God is our refuge 9 " 

and the other ornament i n t h e room as a "Daily Light Almanac " , 
and the ver se for NOv . 20 11 , t he day I was there was , 11 By strength~ 
of hand t he Lord brought us out . " 

We were brought an early breakfast, called "choto hazri", . 
which consist~~ pt".i..C.<?coa and bread 9 and then re watched t he cunnin1 
youngsters i~ong skirts and smili ng l lack eyes go to a 
Sunday school, hich commenced at 8 o' clock . At 9 we w re taken 
along the line of buildings where our rooms ~ ere and in the rear 

. were most amazed to find a large chur ch i n the shape of a G♦reek J 
crojs . By the time we got i nto it, t he place was half :f'ilied wit 
with natives . In they came noiselessly in their bare feet by 
ones and in groups till th church was packed . They sat on the floo r 
as thick as they could sit- one solibd mass of black faces. 

The service was much the same as ours opening with-Jil.,. song , and m 
mv - such s i nging . I know it inspired me , and Imkno1}frl.t nn.1st have 
made Pundita ' s heart glad . The service was led by a Mr . Norton, 
a New Yorker , an elderly man -ho has spent t he years since he 
was 26 in mi f~ sionary worlc in India . At the close they were 
permitted t e r emain for prayer if th~ wished . Not one of t he churc • 
ful moved 9 and presently murl1'D.lrings were heard . The murmrings bee 
came wails and the wails became cries . some were on their knees, s 
some were sitting, some were standing, all with eyes closed and 
hands upraised . some skook as if' having a chill , some went through 
such contortions the shook their hair down- none quit , I believeJ1 
till f orced :f:rom sheer exhaustion. I staid 45 minutes after the pp 

service and by that time most had gone . They seemed to stop as 
if' th~ had been in a trance, picked up theiV bibles and hyrrm 
books and left as quietly as they came . I never saw such earnest­
ness , such suplication, such an outpouri ng of the spirit ~ef or e in 
my life. I ne Ter was so moved and impressed by anything . Three 
of us sat there hal f crying- speech less , the fourth of our party 
had to l eave the building, and she told me aftel'\7ard the sound 
f:rom without reminded her of a mighty wind or the aves on the sea 

shore . 
At IIll feet sat PUlldita and her daughter . She is getting 

along in years and is so busy ith other things- for one a 
translation of' the bible,- she is relieved 



hen possible :from taking an active part in the service . ~e staid 

as long . as. she did, and she remained as long as thEr e ,.::.ras another 

praying . She shook hands with us and we t ol d her how fortunate 

she was to be able to carry on such a work " 
At I2 o ' clo k we had br eakfast . ~e were t aken into a rectang,:i: 

ular shaped room ith a cement floor . i~P Nineteen of us , all 

foreign with the exception of' Pundita's daught er, Aat on the :floor 

ith our backs t o the wall . All the dishes were brass and copper, 

hand nought , very very pretty . The meal nas served on a square 

,v(. nf wood about the size of a board from the cook table, e sat 

.. ft::0_,,,~ one of the same size , and had our backs to a third Q Aft er 

}'""",,.L a song and prayer the meal was served . It consisted of r ice, a sor 
1 -1 ":i ~/ of' beans that had to be hulled as eaten, some salt , bro m and et , 

, ~ V' \ / apiece of pickled lime, bread, buffalo but t er , a saucer of curd, 

~

;-:,and a glass of w~buffalo milk . These thi ngs were brought in 

-t-..vl"'"on a copper tray o the left we had flat open bowls in which we 

Al"'""""') washed our hands . efore beginning to eat from the jar fil led with 

.,.>, ;,,;. ,JJ,t water that stood beside it . It was also used at the close of the 

1 ,~ AJY meal and as oft en through ll as one liked . YOU know thw thing 

•r , r .,, J .. ) .... ~ t o do is t o eat i t h.a ones fingers but we were given the ordinary 

~ "' ~ implements . When one eats in native s t y l e it is easily understood 

A'.:,. ~~ /{ why finger bowls must be ever present during the meal o 

r.;J ~ \ We wandered back t o our rooms and slept soundly till 2 

~ V_:>-"' • o • olockwhen the :E:nglish lady came again and u shered us t o church . 

V The occasion as the christening of six babies foll owed by 

~ communion. 
Later on in the afternoon, we had the -plesaure of a t a lk 

with Pundit~ ..Q.~w~~er the bamboo arcede in :front of our rooms . 

She wears a~' 1.ri't:he middle of her forehead designating her cas 

caste and former r eligion, but she has given up both and , as I 

told you, calls herself a Christian. There is no caste among 

those of her schoo l. I f you were ever in that country, even for 

as short a time as we were, you would realize better than you 

do what it would mean to get !400 to drop caste and work peaceably 

t ogether . on our boat going to Calcutta were a Mr . and Mrs . Murdock 

She had English parents but as 1::iorn and raised in India . They 

told us that they had a nativ~ .. J:iq-z mt-.1 the l)Unka in ,:tp.~ir b~oom 

at night . Mrs . u. was wakened:'arm~asking hint.whfiT~w~ 
he to l d her that his father had died and that his mother and sever ::..f 

children were dependent on his small earnings fqr their living . 

She was greatly moved and a s soon as the dawn came she perpared so~ 

.f ood for h er husband to deliver . He said he found them in a starvi~ 

condition , a . most hap-py apparent l y over the arrival of food . Re 

placed the n the ground and in leaving hi s shadow fell acr os 

the food , defi i ng it in their estimat ion and making it- unfit 

to eat . They in t hat starving condi t iom, , '-not knowing when or 

how they ould get any .more , threvrt19--(}d,.· dishes and all into a near 

by gutter . That is not an unusual ~ a'1 a11 . Every one of 

India ' s 3f f, ooo,oooare just as particular . , ~.-L . 
Pundita is short and stout , has short~ai r and grayish ~j 

blue eyes . She always dres ses in a white ~obe which is nothing 

more than a piece of goods about 8 yds . in length draped about the 

body with one end brought up over the head . on her feet she ears 

sandals , nothing else . She calls her church Ghrist •s church , and b 

believes all denominations should be reduced to one . When she 

first concieved the idea of founding a s choo l for widows her chief 

aimF waaF educational, but now it is~ spreading the 



1/ 

the gospel of Gesus Christ i nrough her women preachers . 
'.l!ll'i etuo1 wae 'il&ttMlg • Tl1.e btl:lleoJc .cer+ aw~itea ae, sA ~Ha ~ate. 

PUndita ~ us some mignonette she~:picked in her garden, and 
said in f{tirewell.', :sa1aam11 , which means,-peace unto you . 


