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cnunksaah Records proudly presents New lersev Hardcnre atit's hest. Since 1987, VISION has
heen rocking a hard style, full of original, in-your-face lyrics. Detonate rises above, hringing VISION
P, 10 a new level of songwriting and triumphs over the shadow of NYHC, unleashing the wrath of lersey
d pride worldwide. Visit us online and check out our other titles from bands like The Bouncing Souls,
4 Worthless United, Wanted Dead, The Arsons, Sticks & Stones, The Bosstones, Madcap, and more.
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HAIKUS FROM MY SISTER
R-E-A-D now

news columns and book reviews
my only hobby

Forum 4 to 12
How | love Readmag dot com
Adam you kick ass

A FAN LETTER!

From: javaccar@###.com
To: adamonkey@hotmail.com
Subject: Re: Bacchus plateau

hey the last read | read was the work issue.

very excellent. my girlfriend kept getting an-

noyed because for a week afterward | sat on
the couch giggling like a little girl (instead of
paying attention to her | assume).

ANOTHER FAN LETTER!

Thanks for the copy, its wicked fucking
good. i almost wet myself readng it because
it was so fraught with hilarity (i think??) The
interviews are awesome and so are the snap
judgements by bryan kremkau, ill keep read-
ing it. - Dustin

FROM MY SISTER!

HI There!!

Mom and | went to the craft fair in Hicksville
today. The show was not advertised prop-
erly. There were hardly any customers there.
Mom and | stayed for 6.5 hours. She sold
her beaded flowers, | tried to sell READS
and beaded bracelets. | am proud to an-
nounce that | sold 9 bracelets for 50 cents a
piece ($4.50)and 1 READ magazine for 50
cents. | will give you the money. | was more
excited with that than anything. Mom sold
around 5 flowers the entire day. She didn't
even make her money back from paying the
40 bucks to sell there.

There were a few vendors that | gave
READS to. They were very interested and
spent the day reading them. One girl is a
finalist for the New York America pageant in
November. She asked if she could give out
some READS to the pageant contestants. |
wasn't sure what to do-so | have her e-mail
to get back to her. She also said she would
do an interview about the whole contestant
process and her experiences. She may con-
tact you.

After the day sitting at the table, | went
to a music store in Westbury, walked in car-
rying READS and the guy said, READ
MAGAZINE!!! | KNOW THIS MAGAZINE!
Do you want me to sell them??? SO, | made
a business deal with him-he sells them for 2
bucks each. He gets $1.00 and you get

$1.00. Unfortunately, the place is going
out of business over Thanksgiving, so |
just gave him 20 copies.

One more thing, There is a new flea
market that opened in Island Park. | went :

yesterday and spoke to the manager to
see if he would like to advertise or have
music people advertise. He said he'd
reach you if interested. He read some
pages while walking around and was
hysterical laughing.

SO, that's my READ news for the
day. Congrats on the 50 cents. My 4.50
is already spent. | blew it on Las Vegas
night tonight.

SKA SKA SKA!

From: CheckerboardKid@###.com
To: editor@readmag.com
Subject: Hey Adam!

Phil from Checkerboard Kids here! | just
read your 10 biggest Ska mistakes arti-
cles. Good points all around! Tho you
must admit that the Skinhead Reggae

lovers of the early 70's contributed to the

Skins of the 90's being there. Swiping
music will always exist but if people are

really into the music they'll buy the occa-
sional CD especially if it's some obscure
band. Not crossing into rap? AHA! Thats
what we were missing! Can you imagine

how that would of sounded? Instead of
Coolie Ranx you get a Ja Rule? Shoot
me now! | guess you were right about
this elitist attitude! Best, Phil

MY SISTER AGAIN!
Hey Adam,

Nick and | brought 2 READS into the
Outback Steakhouse last night. | gave a

copy to our waiter. Two minutes later, he

came back to the table and told me that
everyone in the kitchen was hysterical
laughing. He said he was going to stay
home (on a Friday night) and read it all
night. | enjoyed walking past the en-
trance listening to people complain why
there was a 90-minute wait for a table!

Send Us Mail! We Love Mail!

READ Magazine

PO Box 3437

Astoria, NY 11103
readmagazine@aol.com

READ reserves the right to print or
truncate letters unless you specify not
to reprint. Also, all typos and grammar/
punctuation errors will be kept in be-
cause we're lazy.

BAacCk lssues
$3 each!

i #22—The Work Issue Avail, Swingin'

i Utters, Joe Satriani, Matt Ruff, Shadows Fall,

i Get Up Kids, The Arrivals, Christiansen, 5 Cent
i Deposit, Lo-Hi, The Locust, One Man Army,

i Poulain, Wafflehouse, Knuckle Sandwich, Neva
i Dinova, Abilene, Northstar, and The Feud

i #21—The Fear Issue Dillinger Four,

: Manifesto Jukebox, Erik Turner of Warrant,

¢ Jen Chapin, The Sillies, MuchMusic VJ Diego
i Fuentes, Superdrag, Prevent Falls, and

i Pokemon voice actor Lisa Ortiz

! #20—Adrenaline & Crush Issue

: AFI, Let's Go Bowling, The Slackers, The

i Riffs, Scar Culture, AM/FM, adult film star

: Kobe Tai, voice actor Crispin Freeman,

i Mushroomhead, Dungeons & Dragons

i creator Gary Gygax, David Cross, Youth

i Brigade, Michael Showalter, and David Wain

#19 (Time Travel & Burritos) and #18
(Pets & Dreams) still available too!



|etter-rom TheEditor

Conspiracy theory was always an incredibly stupid
and dorky subject until | picked up a curious, thick
book called The lHluminatus! Trilogy. This cult mas-
terpiece, an epic battle between shadowy groups
with shadowy purposes, touched upon all things
weird and unexplained in zany ways, and | was
hooked.

As a youngin’, | became something of a Discordian,
promoting chaos and sworn to defeat the llluminati,
whoever and wherever they are. Friends joined my
crusade, though our weekly Discordian meetings
usually dissolved into ordering pizza and jamming to
Black Sabbath. The closest we came to destroying
the evil, world-dominating llluminati was when we
infiltrated the local Mason chapter. We got three
steps inside when an old guy approached us and
said, “Hey, what are you kids doing here?” and we
ran out screaming. | am sure they have since re-
corded our brain patterns and cloned evil version of
us.

Being a rebellious youth, | had to turn my back on
conspiracy when the X-Files debuted, and every ass-
hole college kid (and a couple years later, just about
everyone else) were talking stupid conspiracy stuff.
When | began zining, it was always in my mind to
come back to conspiracy, but the stupid popularity of
that show prevented it.

Still, conspiracies haunted me: Is that filling for my
cavity a mind control device? Why does it seem like
the moon is following me whenever I'm driving? Why
do vegetarians smell bad?

When it came time to do a new issue of this here
mag, | couldn’t decide if | wanted to do something on
world history, mustard, or ditch the topical idea alto-
gether and just write whatever. A fan of democracy, |
posed the question in a poll on our lovely website
readmag.com, and the gaggle of READers resound-
ingly wrote in “conspiracy”. That triggered those dor-
mant yearnings within me, and here we are now.

So this ish looks at all the frightening conspiracies
that plague our world, such as the deviant milk indus-
try, the truth behind dinosaur extinction and Rick
Springfield, and why Alcoholics Anonymous think
they're better than you.

Dig in, enjoy. Then visit the forum at readmag.com
and let us know what you think.

How to send us fan mail:

e READ, POB 3437, Astoria, NY 11103
e Readmagazine@aol.com

How to send us hate mail:
e Suckit@yomama.com
How to send us money:

e Check or money order payable to READ Magazine
e Paypal to adamonkey@hotmail.com

How to send us gifts:

e Visit my wish list on Amazon.com.

e Send items to: POB 3437, Astoria, NY 11103

e Use 2-3 day shipping. Don’t use that cheap-ass
Free Super Saver Shipping garbage.
Note: UPS doesn’t deliver to PO boxes.
When in doubt, gift certificates are acceptable.

How to hang out with cool READers:

e Visit readmag.com.
e Join the forum.

How to become my friend:

e We're actually on Friendster. Shut up.
e See “How to send us money and gifts”
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READ M-I Sce-l -I any Crap that doesn’t fit elsewhere.

The Hours Drinking Game!

I recently had the great misfortune of being forced to watch the
- chick flick opus The Hours, quite possibly the most depressing
i and boring movie about lesbians EVER. After “hours” of pray- :

ing for quick death, I realized that the movie, like most things,
¢ is bearable when drunk. With that in mind, I have created the

. first-ever drinking game based on The Hours for the benefit of

. all men who are made to watch it. —Adam Liebling

Rules:
. 1. Take a drink whenever any of the following happens:

For the amateur drinker:
: You see a bouquet of flowers.
Eggs are broken (whoa... heavy symbolism dude).

A monologue lasts more than two minutes.

A scene lasts more than ten minutes.

A character takes off their glasses before speaking.
Two women kiss, but it’s very much not sexy.

. For the advanced alcoholic:

' A woman cries, or looks like she’s about to cry.

A woman sits quietly, looking sad and forlorn.
Suicide is mentioned or seems imminent.

A character wallows in self-pity.

There is an emotional scene with only two characters.

You see a woman writing and you hear what she’s writing.

You start falling asleep.

2. If you have not already passed out, do so before you're
. forced to comfort your hysterically weeping girlfriend.
Written by various folks on the readmag.com forum:

Things That Make You Realize You Read
READ Magazine Way Too Much

e You snap judge everything.

e You find yourself quoting Rush lyrics and you’ve never even
heard their music.

e  You know more about Adam’s penis than you do your own.
e You can’t read interviews unless the band is being insulted.
e You think Bruce Campbell is the best actor, living or undead.

e You spend most of your time wondering who would win in a
fight - sharks or dinosaurs?

® You begin worshiping the one and true god - Chris Elliott.
e  You think you’re being stalked by Emmett Otter.

e [t’s not worth reading unless it’s in bullet points.

Evidence That Aliens (
Control Our Planet

All billboards and signs actually only
say “Obey,” but only Rowdy Roddy
Piper can see them.

Highly trained and advanced alien
agents are disguised as auto me-
chanics so that they can overcharge
you for something that doesn't need
fixing.

Aliens simulate PMS in women every 28 days to keep male
humans weak and afraid.

Many alien agents are enormously rich producers in the porn
industry. That explains why the aliens get all the hot freaky
chicks.

Sometimes when we go to say “| love you,” what comes out
is “I love... Emperor Staaag, Lord of the 9th Dimension!”

Jeff Goldblum.
Aliens were responsible for the Niger-uranium claims.

Michael Jackson’s human face mask has gradually melted
off, revealing his true identity—the nefarious alien Jennifer
Love Hewitt.

Aliens established the student loan system, to make their
home planets rich.

Everyone in my junior high school was told by aliens to
make fun of me.

I am forced to dial more numbers than necessary when call-
ing long distance because of a furry creature from Melmac.

Aliens were behind the cancellation of Get A Life after the
perceived slandering of comrade Spewey.

The technological achievement of the Diamondvision at
Shea Stadium can only be explained by interference from an
advanced race of alien Mets fans.

Aliens introduced planet Erf to the acting chops of Jonathan
Lipnicki, who charmed audiences as the adorable son of
Tom Cruise’s love interest in Jerry Maguire. It was the
greatest gift from an alien species... and we destroyed it in
our ignorance. Humanity... what have we done??!

Women are told by aliens to laugh at my naked body.

Replace “Jesus” with “spooky alien” and the Bible suddenly
makes sense.

—Adam Liebling and Ray Manuud




Bruce CampEe” Dicl{~Up I_ines

1) "Gimmie some sugar, baby."
2) "Say, what color is your
underwear?"

3) "Swallow this."

4) "Say, what's your size?"
5) "Come to papa..."

6) "Who's your daddy?"

7) "Hail to the king, baby."
8) "Nothing is as big as mine.”
9) "Yo, she-bitch ... let's go."
10) "I'm Brisco County Jr.
That name mean anything
to you?"

11) "Say, are you a
spring or winter?" :
12) "First you want to kill me, now you want to kiss
me. Blow."

13) "My name is Ash, and | am a slave.”

14) "See this? This is my boom stick!"

15) "Well that's just what we call pillow talk, baby."
16) "You know | love to hear you say the F word."
17) "Well hello Mr. Fancypants.”

18) "The biggest gun usually wins."
19)
20)
21)

"Don't flatter yourself cookie-puss, it's me."
"Alright... who wants some... who's next?"
"Show me your stuff baby..."
22) "Well, this is no time to stand here with my
schnitzel flapping in the breeze."
23) "You're going down!”
24) "Once a bloodsucker, always a bloodsucker.”
25) "What's up doc?"
26) "Let's make like Zeus and bolt."
27) "Oooh, I'm sensing some hostility here."
28) "Bend over and chew on this."
29) "You know, there's nothing like the sweet
smell of a domesticated woman, and | mean that
in the most respectful way."
30) "Do | look like an idiot?"
31) "Hey big boy, is that a baguette in your pocket
or are you just happy to see me?"
32) "l don't eat human flesh."
33) "Ladies, please, Il get to each of you one at a
time... or in some other combination."
34) "Buckle up bonehead, cause you're going for
aride."
35) "Say toots, how about a horizontal mambo on
the rocks?"
36) "What do you say we have some champagne,
eh baby? After all, I'm a man and you're a woman,
at least last time | checked.”
37) "Yes, well my stuntmen have arrived. Excuse
me, |'ve got to go... rehearse."
38) "Well, you want to hear a long story about a
shipload of rum, some cattle and a weeklong
game of cutthroat poker?”
39) "What exactly was it | said you didn't under-
stand?"
40) "Hey, | paid for an hour."
41) "Relax, it's nothing | haven't seen before. On
second thought..."
42) "Ah, keep your skirt on."
43) "Uh we haven't met. I'm Autolycus. Perhaps
you've heard of me?”

Compiled by Bryan Kremkau

44) "Now don't frown, you'll get wrinkles."

45) "I don't know. | haven't seen your bottom line."
46) "Oh, you know what, you're pathetic.”

47) "Get the gum out of your ears and listen up.”
48) "Klatu Verata Nrmnphnfhr..."

49) "How nice to see you again. It hasn't been long
enough.”

50) "After all, | am the King of Thieves..."
51) "You want a piece of me, huh?"

52) "Come on... give me a smile...
gimme some teeth... little smile..."
53) "Where were you the first time
you heard this one? Boom-
shakalakalaka boomshakalakalaka,
hey fiddely iddeldy diddely, ish
skidely oom poom poom poom, yada yada vedo
hey!"

54) "Oh that was so rude!"

55) "And we can't argue with destiny, now can
me?"

56) "Where are my melons?"

57) "I'd hang myself if it would just put you out of
my misery."

58) "A little bump and grind here and there is to be
expected.”

59) "True love never dies. It just hibernates, laying
dormant like a cold sore waiting to fester.”

60) "You didn't used to call me autoerotic for
nothin..."

61) "Let's get this straight - I'm the sultan of swat."
62) "Oho yowza! Well that'll certainly perk you up."
63) "A good thief, like a good lover, takes his time.
64) "Look at the firmness of those of those
rounded peaks, the cleft in that valley..."

65) "Don't change the subject.”

66) "Hey, remember this one? Baked potato baked
potato, half-baked alligator, mam sham boomiga-
tor, shika waka saw!"

67) "You shut up or you're gonna suffer premature
teeth loss."

68) "Well, at least one of us got lucky."

69) "What's the matter, don't you trust me?"

70) "Don't worry, this is business, not pleasure."
71) "Hiya cupcake..."

72) "Oh actually where | come from I'm considered
something of a ... ladies man."

73) "You've got to admit, fits like a Trojan glove."
74) "Oooh, that gets harder every year."

75) "l hate to toot my own horn, but ... toot toot."
76) "Hey baby, why don't you come on over to my
pad. We'll have a Scotch and sofa."

77) "Well, we can't do it here. We need more
room."

78) "Now | know what you want, but I'm afraid a
broken heart is all | can give you at the moment.”
79) "That's right, spread the word. I'm a lover and
afighter."

80) "I'm gonna give you one last chance to prove
you're not a moron."

(Quotes were picked from his movies, tv shows,
and other crap.)
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READ Miscellany

Meet Some of our Staff!

e Sy Boccari

A soon-to-be huge rock star, check out
Sy’s no-wave band Naked Highway at
nakedhighway.com.

Affiliation: Rosicrucians

e  Christopher Campbell

Our resident cynical film critic, he also
freelances for many big film pubs and
sites. Check out his upcoming film site
LowExpectation.com.

Affiliation: Discordians

e Sean Carswell

Co-founder of Razorcake and Gorsky
Press, Sean shames us all with his
writing ability. Visit the Seanster at
razorcake.com and gorskypress.com.
Affiliation: Knights Templar

e Jennifer Kao

Punk rock karaoke goddess extraordi-
naire, JK also slams out her poetry and
musings zine-stylee in Bigger Isn't Bet-
ter, attainable through READ.
Affiliation: The BiCoasters

e Kittenpants

Nothing’s funnier on that world wide
web thing than Kittenpants.org.

Or funny-looking.

Affiliation: The Cult of Mithra

e Bryan Kremkau

The Monsieur of Montage, the Adonis
of Adobe, if there’s anything that looks
good in this ish, you can thank Bryan.
He’s also the founder and editor of
SkaPunkAndOtherJunk.com
Affiliation: Skull n’ Bones

e Adam Liebling

...does not actually exist. The entity
calling himself Adam Liebling is actu-
ally an intelligent amalgam of Cheez-Its
and Nutter Butters.

Affiliation: Elders of Zion, Ferrero
Rocher Erf Society, Atkins

e Tara Meehan

Screenwriter and long-suffering Mets/
Jets fan. Sass is back!

Affiliation: Jews for Jesus

e Mark Prindle

One of the most popular music review-
ers on the web, Prindle infuriates and
delights (mostly infuriates) music lovers
through his site markprindle.com and
Citizine (citizinemag.com).

Affiliation: Priory of Sion
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Conspiracy Articles | Didn’t Write

Theory: God Fodder Whacked
What: Ned’'s Atomic Dustbin were
killed by the Dead Milkmen, who then
turned a memory control device or
mass hypnosis machine on the alter-
native scene to make them forget
Ned's ever existed.
Evidence: Ned's
were on every-
one’s lips up until
like 1992, and
their only compe-
tition were the
Dead Milkmen
who must've been Frad J
like, hey these guys are all in our
shit. Now no one remembers Ned's.
Remain uncovered? Likely. Weezer
did the same thing to the Dead Milk-
men, so all evidence is lost.

Why | didn’t write it: I've never lis-
tened to a Ned's Atomic Dustbin song
in my life.

Theory: War In Iraq Is Over Sand
What: The US, facing a huge sand
shortage, engaged a preemptive
strike against Iraq to take over and
control their sand industry.
Evidence: We took out Saddam, and
yet we're bringing in even more
troops... to help haul the sand home?
Remain uncovered? Unlikely. It may
become declassified in a few dozen
years. Unless the president is still in
the pocket of the sand interests.

Why | didn’t write it: I'm afraid I'll
come down with Persian Gulf Sick-
ness, which | think is just the runs
from too many kabobs. Hey, maybe
the war is over kabobs!

Theory: Children Of The Cosmos
What: We are descendents of an
alien race that touched down on Erf in
3800 BC & shtupped the Sumerians.
Evidence: Per the Book of Enoch, the
Nephilim were “angels” who came
from the skies and interbred with the
humans. It also explains why the
Sumerians suddenly had all these
advances in astronomy and medicine.
Remain uncovered? Hey man, it's in
the Bible. You fucking heathen.

Why I didn’t write it: Sounds like the
storyline of a bad Squaresoft RPG.

Theory: The Dalai Lama Controls
The United States Postal Service
What: When | have to wait 45 minutes
to buy a 37-cent stamp because only
one of four tellers are open, | realize
that it's really the Dalai Lama trying to
teach me the virtue of patience.
Evidence: The popularity of “Love”
stamps. This is what happens when
the ultimate hippy meets capitalism.
Remain uncovered? Likely. To pre-

| vent the sin of pride, Lama wouldn't

boast about his enterprises.
Why | didn’t write it: You don’t want
to cross the Dalai Lama. He'll cut you.

Theory: The Bigfoot Hoax

What: “Bigfoot” is really Vin Diesel in
his pimped-out fur coat.

Evidence: It's how he was discov-
ered. A producer saw the photo and
said, let's shave this guy, teach him a
few words in English and give him a
role in Pitch Black.

Remain uncovered? Unlikely. He will
return to the wild as soon as his 15
minutes are up, and he's already at
14:30.

Why | didn’t write it: | hate acknowl-
edging Vin Diesel in any way.

Theory: Made-Up Cow Disease
What: The poultry industry created
Mad Cow Disease. Executives from
the major poultry groups covertly
tipped one cow too many and drove a
few of them apenuts.

Evidence: Obviously, the poultry in-
dustry benefits most from a decrease
in beef consumption.

Remain uncovered? Likely. Whistle-
blowers at poultry factories are too
chicken.

Why | didn’t write it: Fear of the poul-
try industry calling fow! with a lawsuit.

Theory: Tommy/Pamela Lee

What: They released their own home
video to boost their careers.
Evidence: They were both fading
brands before the home video came
out. Who the hell cared about Motley
Crue after Dr. Feelgood? And it's not
like they have reason to be shy. |
mean, Jesus, he can pole vault with
that thing.
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—Adam Liebling

Remain uncovered? Tommy Lee’s
heroic penis certainly isn't.

Why | didn’t write it: There’s al-
ready another Tommy Lee home
video joke in this ish, and anyway,
this is sooo 2000.

Theory: The Guys Who Made The
Crop Circles Never Got Laid

What: The two old guys who spent
years full of long nights in corn fields,
cutting down corn to make geometric
shapes, probably never had sex in
their lives.

Evidence: Ohhh, | don't know... Per-
haps it was the whole spending-
years-full-of-long-nights-in-corn-
fields-cutting-down-corn-to-make
geometric-shapes thing.

Remain uncovered? Likely. They
easily admitted to doing it, but will
they admit to not “doing it"?

Why | didn’t write it: Crop circles
were actually made by aliens who
never got laid.

Theory: My Face On Mars

What: From photos from the Viking
missions, the face on Mars seems to
be a monument to Man made by an
advanced race on Mars. And
strangely... the face looks like mine.
Evidence: The straight Roman nose,
the classically chiseled chin, the
pouty lips that long to be kissed, the
deep set eyes that hold the wisdom
of the universe... Ancient Martians
worshipped me as a god.

Remain uncovered? Unlikely. The
government may not want people
knowing I'm the future of the Martian
race, but they can not keep me si-
lent. Except with money.

Why | didn’t write it: It's also my
image that it's in the Shroud of Turin,
and people are simply too narrow-
minded to believe both.
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milk: got poison?
—Adam Liebling

The other day, | heard people complaining
about “Big Tobacco”, some shad- ‘
owy industry that markets and sells a
an allegedly addictive and fatal g
product. | don’t know about that,
but | can’'t understand why no
one is appalled at the insidi-
ous practices of Big Dairy.

After all, tobacco companies
never claimed cigarettes are
good for you; they just didn't
mention the deadly side effects.
But the dairy industry has the
gall to say milk “does the body
good.”Celebrities we love and admire, like Frankie Muniz,
appear in print ads with white shmutz that we can only hope
is milk on their lips. “Got milk?” is synonymous with “You
must drink copious amounts of milk or your bones will slowly
crumble into dust and your entire family will go to hell.” We
force the cow milk down our children’s throats, we stock
school cafeterias with the vile little boxes, we even hook our
workforce onto the foul material through coffee.

Tobacco was kind enough to just keep their product apart
from the food supply, but milk thought nothing of slipping
their product into our cheeses, yogurts, and even ice cream.
The dairy industry milks milk any which way they can.

“So how is milk bad?” the brainwashed lot of you ask. For
one, milk was designed as a short-term nutrient for infants.
For another, we're supposed to only drink these emissions
from our mother's flappy chest pillows. What we are NOT
supposed to do is continue drinking the tit juice well into our
adulthood, squirting it into our coffee, and churning it into
custard.

We are also not supposed to suck on the teats of other ani-
mals. Look at cows—they are obviously meant to be eaten
as steaks and chili burgers or turned into luggage, not jerked
off dry by machines or sleazy farmer hands. That is why the
majority of people get sick from milk, whether it be lactose
intolerance (a form of racism, | think) to getting that gross
phlegmy feeling in the back of your throat—we are ingesting
secretions that the cow gods had not intended. And now the
cow gods are angry.

So why would we be taught to drink, and enjoy, this thick
white crap that comes out in the vicinity of a cow’s rectum?
Because a populace that drinks whatever Frankie Muniz
tells them to drink is a populace that will do ANYTHING
Frankie Muniz tells them to do, including rampage and kill.

Muniz is putting together an unwilling army, obliviously drink-
ing mind control juice, for the supreme goal of destroying the
hated cow gods once and for all. And when the time is right,
milk-drinkers will be under his control, undoubtedly be forced
to run around and do unspeakable things to cows. So | beg
of you, put down your frogurt and Chubby Hubby. If your
desire for milk is unquenchable, you must leave the cows
alone and pay mom a visit. She won't mind—it is, after all,
what mothers are for.

Ask Dr. Jen*

* not really a doctor, just a devotee to evolutionary psychology

For those of you with arched eyes, evolutionary psychology is the study
of the relationship between human evolution and contemporary human
behavior. | became interested evolutionary psychology about a year ago
when | wanted to expand my knowledge of what makes people tick and
the dynamics behind relationships. This is one subject where I've ex-
hausted the supply of books written on the area with anything new to say
(if anyone has any recommendations, please let me know!) but because
I've retained my love for the subject, | thought I'd share some of the in-
sights I've learned and hopefully stir some interest in the subject.

Why are kids so mean in high school?

High school is where status starts becoming important for most people. It
is the arena where most adolescents start experimenting with romance,
academic competition becomes more intense, the struggle for independ-
ence begins, and their identities as consumers becomes defined. Cliques
and friendships become important as sources of support, status, and
identity. Because people are still unsure of themselves at this stage and
starting to establish themselves, the pressures to increase their status at
the expense of others can be intense.

Why are people so obsessed with celebrities?

Because of their high status—they possess the right mix of physical en-
dowments and success (whether monetary, professional, or otherwise).
Why do men always lust after young women?

Believe it or not, reproductive success is linked to any species’ prefer-
ence, whether flower, bee, or human. Younger women translate into
greater reproductive success on several levels—younger women are
more likely to give birth to healthier babies and more likely to possess the
physical health and vitality for raising these children until they become
adults themselves.

Why do men like porn?

The primary evolutionary objective of a man is to procreate which tends
to make them a) very sexual and b) value variety (since sleeping with
more women increases reproductive potential), both sensibilities which
make porn appealing. And because men value physical beauty highly,
partly because it increases a man’s status, partly because it increases his
chances of producing physically attractive children (and hence their re-
productive success), they tend to be very visual and porn is highly visual.
Why are so many women drawn to men with the bling-bling?

From the Yanomamo to nomadic women in Africa to women living in
NYC, most women value a man with resources. A man of means trans-
lates into not only a higher standard of living for the woman herself, and
hence her status, but also a greater chance of success for her offspring.
Why do men hate asking for directions?

Most men begrudge giving up their status, whether the loss is real or
perceived and whether it's in the eyes of their mate or strangers.

Why do so many people like sweets?

This harkens back to the days when humans were hunters and gatherers
and sources of sugar were more difficult to find. Think of bears and mon-
keys—most of the time they eat meat or insects or leaves but what bear
doesn't love berries or honey and what monkey doesn't love fruit? Now
we have tons of sugary foods at our disposal but unfortunately we haven't
rid ourselves of our sweet tooth acquired during days when sweets were
harder to come by.

Why do people who seem to have it all want more?

It doesn’'t matter if you're Beyonce or Donald Trump—humans are gener-
ally programmed to always want to increase their status. Also, you have
to remember that a many people who are beautiful, successful, or rich are
surrounded by people who are even more beautiful or more successful or
wealthier which only fuels the sense that they can do better.

If you'd like to read up on evolutionary psychology, here are some
recommendations:
The Moral Animal: Why We Are the Way We Are: The New Science of
Evolutionary Psychology by Robert Wright
Sex on the Brain: The Biological Differences Between Men + Women by
Deborah Blum
Survival of the Prettiest by Nancy Etcoff

—Jennifer Kao
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THE SECRETS OF FREEMASONRY REVEALED!

"\ Do Freemasons hold any special
we. knowledge or wisdom?

X3\ They wish. Many claim that masonry is all about
i finding man’s place in the universe, the
»» meaning of life, yadda yadda yadda. |
think it's all about a bunch old, privileged
men trying to feel important in a society that
. would rather herd them off to a retirement
% home and forget about them.

All your questions answered!

For thousands of years, the uninitiated have wondered (4
about freemasons. What is it they do? What do they [/~ g
want? How will they get it? Are they good in f
bed? All those questions and more will be an- ™
swered for the first time, right now. Because | did a

five-second google search.

Yes, the answers to freemasonry are pathetically
on display for everyone and anyone with a modem and an What'’s the final secret of Freemasonry—
archaic dial-up connection. Thousands of years of careful the one the 33rd degree Mason learns?
secrecy have been shot to hell, with answers to all the Don't waste your time in dopey secret societies.
secrets now available to anyone bored of porn. And hon-

estly, they're not that interesting. Do Freemasons really want to secretly take over
: the world?
What is Freemasonry? Sure, but who doesn’t?

In either the early 13th, 16th, or 18th century (it's de-
bated), stoneworkers, architects and other artisans

formed this fraternity to preserve their creative and spiri- Aleister Crowley rips the Freemasons a new one!

tual secrets. There was also a bunch of religious mumbo-

jumbo involved, including alchemy, sun worship, Druid From his book “Confessions™

and ancient Egyptian rites and ceremonies, and this

whole allegory between being creators and the Creator, “What is Freemasonry? | collated the rituals and their secrets,

etc._Mgsons il teI_I yoli Tatiieircrdet [goss Dapiiafi= much as | had done the religions of the world, with their magical

begmnlng LRI U ) those who pondered and mystical bases. As in that case, | decided to neglect what it

their existence were Masons. Basically, the Masons too often actually was. ...| proposed to define freemasonry as a

thought they were hot shit because they could put one system of communicating truth - religious, philosophical,

stone on top of another while also able to think some magical and mystical; and indicating the proper means of

deep thoughts. developing human faculty by means of a peculiar language
whose alphabet is the symbolism of ritual. Universal brother-

What do the Freemasons do today? hood and the great moral principles, independent of personal,

Sit around and smoke cigars? They claim to promote racial, climatic and other prejudices, naturally formed a back-

good ethics, but | have yet to meet a Mason, let alone ground which would assure individual security and social stability

appreciate his moral superiority. They still do all the funky for each and all.

rituals though.
“The question then arose, 'What truths should be communicated

What sort of rituals? and by what means promulgated?' My first object was to elimi-
Masons have to pass through degrees. The just-initiated nate from the hundreds of rituals at my disposal all exoteric ele-
aren't told shit, or are told a lot of contradictory things to ments. Many degrees contain statements (usually inaccurate)
confuse them. As they pass the rituals and progress up- of matters well known to modern schoolboys, through they
wards, more is revealed to them. At 32 degrees, they be- may have been important when the rituals were written. | saw
come Master Masons and supposedly they then learn the no point in overloading the system with superfluous information.
secrets of life. 33 degrees is rewarded to the grand poo-
bah supreme council of masons, or some such nonsense. "Another essential point was to reduce the unwieldy mass of ma-
terial to a compact and coherent system. | thought that every-
Why all the secrecy? thing worth preserving could and should be presented in not
Maybe it was originally out of fear of being persecuted. more than a dozen ceremonies, and that it should be brought
Or more likely, they just thought it would be cool, espe- well within the capacity of any officer to learn by heart his part
cially for such an exclusive fraternity. It's also elitism— during the leisure time at his disposal, in a month at most."
they also don’t want the general populace, or even their
younger members, to know all the truths they think they In other words, Masonry is like any other religion that claims to
know. have all the truths, only they choose to complicate things by met-
ing out their dogmas in tiny installments to a select few. Lame.
(Bold mine)
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What Happened to
the Dinosaurs?

65 million years ago, 75% of life on Erf suddenly
became extinct. Here are some of the theories:

An asteroid, or a series of asteroids,
ﬁ crashed, wiping out all large animals.

This paved the way for mammals to de-

q ° . velop and evolve, culminating into the

1966 birth of Bernard Gilkey.

-]

God became bored with dinosaurs and
: . °

sought to make a species after his
own image. And so that epitome of @ .
Man, this reflection of God, went on to
beat the record for single-season dou-
bles for the Mets with 44 in 1996.

A massive volcano erupted, spreading
deadly iridium into the atmosphere. A
heavy atmosphere that was only lifted
when Bernard Gilkey hit a career-high
30 dingers for the Mets in 1996.

Aliens invaded the planet,
vaporizing most native spe-
cies and kidnapping the rest
for their intergalactic zoos.
Those same aliens would later
star alongside Bernard Gilkey in
“Men In Black”.

* Disease wrought havoc upon the fauna
and flora of the planet, killing herbi-
vores first, thus leaving no food for car-
nivores. This hunger was felt by Ber-
nard Gilkey as he was cheated out of a
pennant by the Arizona Diamondbacks
in 2001 while on the Braves.

A war broke out between
sharks and dinosaurs. The
winner? Bernard Gilkey’s
three-run homer on Sept.
13, 1997, rallying the Mets
back from 0-6 to beat the .
Expos 9-6.

L-Solar flares and supernovas elevated

temperatures to unbearable degrees,
wiping out oceans and starting the
chain of events that would one day
lead to Bernard Gilkey batting an
impressive .317 and slugging .562 in
1996, eighth and tenth in the league,
respectively.

One of the previous factors
forced an evolutionary jump-
start, transforming dinosaurs
into birds. Pussies.

Cosmic rays made animals ill. Those that
could not adapt, perished from radiation
sickness. Just as Bernard Gilkey was
SICK in the outfield, making only 36 errors
in almost 2000 games.

Orbital changes affected cli-
mate, swarming the land with glaciers
and freezing everything in their path.
Not unlike how Frank Castillo froze the
Cardinals’ bats on 9/25/95, allowing
only a triple to Bernard Gilkey.

Excessive heat, cold, disease, and/or radiation
destroyed the algae in the oceans, lowering oxy-
gen levels considerably and making Earth unin-
habitable for most animals. Just as Cooperstown
has become uninhabitable for Bernard Gilkey, who
| only has an 18% chance of entering the Hall, ac-
cording to the HOF Career Standards Test.
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Rick sSpringfield: Poetic Genius

Rick Springfield, the Aussie soap actor/rock star, fa-
mous for some popular singles in the early 1980s, is, in
this writer's humble opinion, one of the greatest poets
of this or any generation.

Born at some point in the 1950s, he rose to fame with
the song 'Jessie's Girl', a song about his killer obses-
sion with his friend's girlfriend. At first it just sounds like
jealousy, but Springfield's cleverly written lyrics prove
otherwise:

"And she's watching him with those eyes
And she's lovin' him with that body, | just know it!
And he's holding her in his arms late, late at night"

Notice the repetition of the word 'and’ at the beginning
of every sentence. It likely has some kind of symbolic
meaning that few of us are able to understand. But
most prevalent is the way he talks about Jessie and his
girl. He writes as if he is hiding in a tree spying on
them. He even affirms this when he says: "l just know
it!" And the exclamation mark? It just adds to the gen-
eral creepiness of the song. Furthermore, his friend
Jessie may not even be a guy. Most guys named Jesse
spell it without the 'I'. Springfield's friend may in fact be
a girl - a lesbian - and this most likely the reason the
singer is stalking the couple.

Consider the song 'How Do You Talk to Girls' on
Springfield's album Success Hasn't Spoiled Me Yet.
In the powerful rocker, he belts out a classic chorus
that just verifies his loser Aussie status:

"Seems I'm making it harder and harder
While everybody else is doing well

| get confused by their bodies

I get tangled in their curls

How do you talk to girls

How do you talk to girls

What's a poor boy to do

Tell me how do you talk to girls?

How do you talk to girls?"

As asserted in the third and fourth lines, Springfield's
biggest problem is his inability to perform oral sex. As a
result of this setback, he cannot look a girl in the face
without thinking of her naked and insisting he go down.
The singer, at the time this song was released, was
well over 30 years of age. He labels himself a boy - a
poor boy at that - which may be one of the reasons why
he has pedophilic urges. He can talk to women, but it is
girls that he has trouble conversing with. Being a rock
star, he must have trouble with the plethora of young
groupies he gets after every show. Springfield proves in
this chorus alone that he definitely had gonorrhea or
herpes - instead of revealing this to groupies, he tries,
and fails, to perform oral sex.

Readmag.com

or Evil Madman?

What evil lurks
beneath this
80s pop star s
tortured soul?

By Daniel B. Field

ty

By the mid-1980s, Springfield's reputation as a diseased
Australian stalker/pedophile may have affected his album
sales. His 1984 album Living in Oz did not try to ignore the
fact that he was Australian - a problem for everyone in the
world except New Zealanders - but what it did do was try to
change his reputation. While he may have changed his stalk-
ing ways, he showed that now he was practicing domestic
abuse. In 'l Can't Stop Hurting You', he sings:

“I'love you, | love you, | love you

But | can't stop hurting you

| want to, | want to

| can't stop hurting you

| can't, | can't

| can't stop hurting you, it's getting bad
| don't know what to do"

Critics who called Springfield "washed up" were correct; his
poetry fails to use the symbolism and imagery of his previ-
ous music. Instead, he reveals his problem as literally as
possible. To make matters worse, he cannot find a way to
change, which may mean that he'll have to go to jail. Luckily,
Springfield is a small, weak man, who can't defend himself;
as the song continues, he admits, "the wounds heal from the
scratch and bite", meaning that his girlfriend put up a fight.
More likely than not, she won. Instead of resolving it, Spring-
field wrote a song, paving the way for thousands of emo kids
to follow his footsteps and get beat up by a girl.

In conclusion, this horribly awful man from down under who
can't go down may seem like a one-trick pony, but his lyrics
are in fact a gateway into Rick Springfield's corrupt soul.
Still, his songs are works of poetry that should stand the test
of time, giving Springfield a shot at induction into the Emo
Hall of Fame.

Image by Bryan Kremkau
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WHAT SECRETS LIE BEHIND...

THE GREAT SEAL

In our pockets, we carry around enough Masonic sym-
bols to choke a Discordian. Check this crazy shit out:

1. The most obvious is the all-seeing eye atop of the
pyramid. The all-seeing eye, of course, represents either
God or John Ashcroft.

Note: The eye is also used by the Ordo Templi Orientis,
the Order of Oriental Templars, or the Order of the Tem-
ple of the East. Originally, but no longer,
affiliated with Masonry, the OTO is just as
creepy and lame.

2. The pyramid represents both ancient
Egypt and its rituals (which have been con-
tinued by the Masons), and excellent archi-
tecture. The fact that the pyramid is lighted
on the east side represents the eastern tem-
ple of somethin’ somethin’. Note that the
pyramid does NOT represent the enslave-
ment and suffering of the Jews.

3. Annuit Coeptis means “God has favored our undertak-
ing.” That's a bit forward to think God cares that much
about our money, but hey, if God likes the buck, | like the
buck.

4. Novus Ordo Seclorum. “A new order has begun” or “A
new order for the ages.” No way. That's freakin nuts!

5. In God We Trust. We trust what? Our money? The
First Bank of God? And should we trust some invisible
force that controls the planet, behind the scenes? Holy
crap, maybe God's part of the llluminati!
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6. The bald eagle, a uniquely American symbol. It's even
spread eagle, just like our hot American women.

7. 13 stars representing the 13 original colonies. But 3-
1=2, and 1x3=3. Which is 23. As in 23 Skidoo. As in
2+3=5, one of the most powerful numbers in the occult.
That's why the pentagram star has five points and can
be drawn with five lines. That's why apples have five
seeds and are called the “witch's fruit”. That's why you
can't eat too many apples without getting
diarrhea.

The roman numerals for 1776.
The very same year Nikola Tesla
invented crack for the CIA.

5 8. If you keep staring at this spot, all the
; secrets of the llluminati are revealed. If
the images don’t become clear to you,
that means you enjoy butt sex.

9. Allegedly, there are 32 feathers on the eagle, a nod to
the 32 degrees of masonry. But then, | wouldn’t know
because | don't sit and count feathers on a cartoon eagle
on a one-dollar bill. Get a life, people.

10. Money is not actually made out of paper, but from
the combined will and hallucinations of a people gone
mad. That, and hemp.

DID YOU KNOW?
If you fold the dollar bill in thirds horizontally, you can
make George Washington look like a flaccid penis!
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When you think of conspiracy, JFK probably comes to
mind. Or secret societies, or Roswell, or the success of
Frasier. But what about the conspiracies we are actually
experience NOW. The ones we’re living through, know-
ing conspiracies are abound, but not caring much? Let's
look at some of them:

9/11 Conspiracy

What did Bush know, and how long did he know? There
are lots of insinuations about US energy companies se-
cretly dealing with the Taliban over an oil pipeline
months before 9/11, but there are clearer smoking guns
than that. Like John Ashcroft being advised not to use
commercial aircraft a week before the attacks, large-
scale insider trading days leading up to 9/11, or reports
that Bush was briefed by the CIA on the imminent at-
tacks. Comprehensive (if speculative) articles and links
here: www.takebackthepresidency.com/911.htm

9/11 Coverup

The majority of the murderers on those planes were
Saudis, funded by Saudi money. But since Bush and his
friends have their pockets full of Saudi money them-
selves, they've tried hard to block congressional inquir-
ies into 9/11. Finally, the investigation proceeded and
dozens of pages about the al Qaeda/Saudi Arabia link
have been censored by the Bush Administration. Obvi-
ously, keeping that US-Saudi oil/money wheel spinning
is more important than matters of national security.
(www.americanpolitics.com/20020517Outrage3.html)

By Adam Liebling
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Anthrax

Remember anthrax? It was in the news for about a day
before we became more interested in J. Lo’s breakup
with P. Diddy. It seems the investigation has ended (or
at least hush-hush), likely because the culprit could be
politically embarrassing. That is, since anthrax is pretty
damn hard to come by, he was probably someone
working for the military’s bio-defense program. The US
Army has since admitted to having made small quanti-
ties of weaponized anthrax, and the strain used in the
attacks came from the same US bio-defense labs. In-
teresting. (www.fas.org/bwc/news/anthraxreport.htm)

Speaking of Anthrax...

Why did the White House begin taking Cipro—the
powerful antibiotic used against anthrax—a month be-
fore the anthrax attacks?

(www judicialwatch.org/1967.shtml)

Halliburton Windfall

Halliburton, whose director was Dick Cheney before he
became Bush’s running mate, are profiting mightily in
this age of combating terrorism. Halliburton got to build
the detention cells in Guantanamo Bay, clean up the
giant rubble pile known as Afghanistan, and now was
given the contract to rebuild Irag. And by the way—
there was no competitive bidding involved. Halliburton
was handed it all, so far $600 million in military work.
(http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2003-05-
30-halliburton_x.htm)
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Other Friends of Dick

Halliburton isn’t the only company receiving favors from
the elusive and secretive Cheney. “A June 2001 NRDC
analysis showing that the Bush-Cheney energy plan,
which the administration released in May, is the culmina-
tion of a process that hinged on cozy business connec-
tions, secret deals and industry campaign contributions.”
Basically, Cheney met in secret with industry friends and
designed the US’s energy plan based on their wish lists.
Lawsuits to get Cheney to release records of these se-
cret meetings have so far been unsuccessful. Best arti-
cle on this here: http://www.nrdc.org/air/energy/
aplayers.asp. Shameless and sickening.

Enron Unplugged

When Bush’s #1 career campaign patrons suddenly
went into bankruptcy, thousands lost their jobs and in-
vestors lost billions on deliberately faulty information.
Bush immediately distanced himself from his friend
“Kenny Boy” Lay, and talked a lot about corporate re-
sponsibility. So what came of all this? Martha Stewart
gets arrested. (hitp.//abcnews.go.com/sections/politics/
DailyNews/enron011210.htmi)

Iraqi Road

Yes, the Bush administration launched an unprovoked
and unilateral attack on another country that posed no
threat to their neighboring countries or the US. For what-
ever the motive—personal beef, oil, more presence in
the Mid East, a warning to Iran and Syria, divert people’s
attention away from the economy, or simple dislike of
Saddam “you tried to kill my daddy” Hussein—the fact
arises that Bush lied and bullied to get his way. First
there was Iraqg’s ties to 9/11 (unproven), then the that
they were uncooperative to UN inspectors (unproven),
then that he had WMD (unproven), then finally that Iraq
needed a regime change (like the US). This is one con-
spiracy that's unraveling in real time; unfortunately, no
one seems to care as we're too busy waving our flags.

Sidenote Rant

What gets me about the whole Iraq thing are the roll-
over puppy dog Democrats. Because Bush had popular
support, Democrats agreed to put American soldiers
pointlessly in harm’'s way. Now that Bush'’s deceptions
are coming to light, Democrats are now acting shocked
and appalled. Nice try, but you're not fooling anyone,
you spineless chameleons.

Patriot Act

This ironically named act and its potential sequel gives
the government broad, sweeping powers in information
gathering, law enforcement, and surveillance. Con-
versely, it weakens judicial review, checks and balances,
and the public’s access to information. Stronger tools to
combat terrorism or a rushed and large leap toward a
fascist state? Better burn your library card. (www.eff.org/
Privacy/Surveillance/Terrorism_militias/20011031_eff_
usa_patriot _analysis.php)
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National ID Cards

This stupid and dangerous idea from the 90s has
made a comeback after the terrorist attacks. By pre-
tending to be about stopping identity theft and prevent-
ing terrorism, this card would include an identification
number, fingerprint, and possibly retinal scan, and be
used as ATM cards, credit cards, and to obtain social
security and medical care. Besides the obvious use
and probably real reason for the card—to stop illegal
immigrants—it could also be used to keep an eye on
every single citizen, including what you're buying,
where you're going, and your business records, your
taxes, your employment and education records, etc.
Funny, | thought this was a free society?
(www.newswithviews.com/news_worthy/
news_worthy19.htm)

VeriChip

Applied Digital Solutions recently developed an im-
plantable identification microchip for humans which
can be used to store personal information, like medi-
cal, military, criminal and credit history. Can this hu-
man bar code also be used to track people? Doesn’t
matter—Applied Digital are now working on a satellite-
based system for human tracking. Not that they need
to—in a few years, most cell phones will have global
positioning chips. (www.adsx.com/prodservpart/
verichip.html)

Shit | Don’t Care About:

Corporate media

Yes, just about every newspaper and news station is
owned by the same four giant corporate entities. If it
sucks so much, support your local independent pa-
per or independent news websites. Yes, that means
actually paying for subscriptions and donating to
news sites and blogs. Bitch about Fox News all you
want, but when Salon.com goes bust, you have no
one to blame but yourself.

Frankenfood

Oh, stop being such a pussy. Just about everything
you eat has been altered in some way. You cry
about the genetic modification that allows you to eat
ripe tomatoes in winter, yet you don’t mind the vast
quantities of chemicals and preservatives you've
been ingesting for decades.

2000 Elections

So much has been written on this, that I'd rather give
myself a papercut on the testicles with a hanging
chad than have to repeat any of it. But let me say
this—believe what you want, but it's obvious Bush
stole the election from Ralph Nader, who would’'ve
won the whole shebang.

Image by Bryan Kremkau © 2903
Note from the editor: I don’t write political stuff usually, so be kind.
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Harmaohamelcon

Tara Meehan

Karma is a strange phenomenon. Good or bad, it ultimately
ends up coming full circle taking a big old bite out of your ass.
Examples of bad karma doing this are endless so
I'm not going to bore you with sample
cases. Good karma is a bit trickier.

Once you waddle home, you start sneez-
ing uncontrollably. Your forehead is
warming up, ripe for a fever. Sweaty,
snotty and about as sexy as the
homeless guy sleeping in the corner
ATM, you bag any thought of techno
induced underwearlessness and hit
the sack.

| remember being in bed, October 25"
1986. It had to be close to midnight but
my ten year old brain had no sense of
trivial matters like time or sleep. All |
knew or cared to know was that
Gary Carter was at the plate with
two strikes on him and one out.

The next day should be the work-free Sab-
bath. it would have if you did your damn
laundry. But no, you had to think you were
a playa rivaling Snoop on the ridiculous
Girls Gone Wild commercials and put
the dirty load off another day. So on a
cloudy, soon to be stormy Sunday, you
stumble out of bed, toss your clothes
into a paper shopping bag and methodi-
cally head to the laundromat.

The Shea Stadium scoreboard
had already congratulated the
curse-ridden Boston Red Sox for
winning the World Series for the first
time in a thousand years. My stomach
was turning, aware that the Met haters in
my 5" grade class would have “METS
SUCK!!” gleefully written over and over again
on the blackboard. There would be no clever

The joint is empty. A few dryers are tumbling but
they are the only other signs of life. You smile hoping
against hope your luck has done a 180. Sure not to
retort to come back with. I'd have to sit and take it. - press said luck, you do not bother separating your whites
So there | laid under the covers, tears falling down my and colors. No need to be greedy with the machines. Fin-
cheeks, silently praying for a miracle. A miracle at any cost, con- ished stuffing the washer to the brim, you close the top, turn the
sequence be damned! Gary Carter singled and the rest is history.  dial to the appropriate cycle and dig for change.

Ten years later, | found myself living in Beantown with the Sox, in

the hunt every year for a pennant and the Mets stinking worse And dig and dig and dig for change. But your caffeine addiction
than the trash in Washington Square Park, signing certain Hall of ~ from the horror that was Saturday has screwed you over. You
Fame free agents, only to have them morph into Hall of Shamers scour the floors in search of spare change. Nothing but pennies,

faster than Ralph Kiner mispronounces a player's name. Hence, lint and what could be rat droppings but you prefer to think oth-
good karma can become a royal pain in the buttocks. erwise. You prefer not thinking, period.
Perhaps the oddest thing about karma, positive or negative, is And that is when the 180 becomes a karmic full circle 360. The
timing. That said you never hear someone say, “Dude, you got ATM housing the pseudo sexy homeless guy is a storefront
some serious conspiracy-esque karma against you.” But think away. It is early so he’ll still be unconscious. The drunken frat
about it. Karma in its truest form can easily be seen as a cosmic boys can always be counted on for dropping in a quarter or two,
fuck you. The Gods, not smiling, but hysterically laughing at you. three if accompanied by a hot-albeit-brainless sorority girl. By
For lack of a better term, conspiratol karma (I know conspiratol is now, you know that whatever you do, you will end up fucked for
not a word but go with me here) can be unavoidable. it. You can opt for waiting in the laundromat and try bumming
quarters off other hapless Sunday morning washers staring cer-
Itis Saturday, a beautiful sunny, not so humid day. The perfect tain failure in the face. Or you can “borrow” the funds from the
weekend to walk around the city, buy a terribly trendy ice coffee near comatose homeless guy, clean your clothes and embrace
with the last two bucks you have on you and tell yourself, “Self, the rest of the Sabbath from the comfort of your freshly made
you fucking rock!” bed.
But there is one problem- you have been wearing the same un- Two hours later, you find yourself with a cup of hot coffee and
derwear for three straight days and should do laundry in case you remote control clicking between the Mets unfortunately losing
get laid, even though there are no immediate prospects in sight. and the Yankees unfortunately winning. But your clothes smell
What to do? fantastic and your fever is gone. Life is good. Life is the best.

Maybe this could be the night you meet that special someone at
A light bulb goes off in your pea brain. “| won't wear undies atthe  the club. Hell, even your palm is itchy, a tell tale sign that good
club tonight. That ‘s so hot!” You stand on the corner triumphant, a  fortune is in your future.

genius among mere mortals. )
Actually it is less an itch and more a burn. Why is your palm

Suddenly, the clouds swarm out of nowhere. A mile away from red? What is the deal with the pus emanating from it? Why does
any form of public transportation, the skies open and puke all over it wreak of Odor de Toilet? Oh right, the bum'’s spare change.
you. Your rain-soaked hands let the ice coffee slip through your

fingers. The plastic lid breaks off and spills all over your new You scoff. You click. You sip. You sigh. Gotta hand it to those
Dickies. The Gods are bastards. karmic conspirators.
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A Real World Conspiracy

Sean Carswell

On some days, | would smoke enough pot to
incapacitate a normal man. And, being a normal man
myself, | would become incapacitated.

Mostly, those days came along when | was in
graduate school. | was taking a full load of classes and
teaching four Freshman English classes a week and tutor-
ing in the Writing Center. It was a pretty relaxed schedule,
except around the time of midterms and finals, at which
point I'd do an overwhelming amount of work.

So one day after a particularly tough mid-term rush,
when all the papers | had to write were handed in and all
the papers | had to grade were handed back, | decided that
| would smoke pot until | was just shy of shitting my pants.
| had a new bag and loaded the bong and smoked it down
and repeated until | could hardly walk out of my bedroom
and out to the living room. When | got out there, my room-
mate, John, was watching a Real World marathon. | was
too stoned to argue and too stoned to do anything else, so |
sat there and watched with him.

| was a newcomer to the show, so John brought
me up to speed. Apparently, there were six petty people
living in a house in San Francisco and a seventh guy—a
bike messenger—who liked to do everything he could to
fuck up the trite lives of his other six roommates. As anyone
who has watched the show would know, things rapidly de-
teriorated. That's pretty much the point of the show: to
group a bunch of people who will hate each other, then
watch them fight.

| explained this to John, and he told me to shut up
and watch the show. So | did. For about an hour. Then,
John went to work.

This meant | had the apartment to myself. John
wasn't a pothead like | was, so, when he was around, | did
my smoking in my bedroom. After he left, | brought the
bong and the bag of weed out into the living room. | made a
pot of macaroni and cheese, poured a soda into a 44 oz.
plastic convenience store cup, and settled down to try to
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understand this Real World phenomenon.

At the time, these reality shows were a fairly new
concept. This was before MTV followed it up with Road
Rules, and this was way before Survivor and Who Wants
to Marry a Millionaire and Brides in Alaska and the con-
temporary onslaught of this type of programming. All of
these recent shows are a mystery to me, and they're ab-
surd enough to begin with, but in late 1994, when | was
stoned and had just finished writing a forty-page paper on
the most paranoid book in American literature, Gravity’s
Rainbow, everything was hitting peak levels of absurdity
in my mind.

| watched the show and first pictured how I'd look
on it, sitting in a brown recliner that had been pulled off a
curb—a curb where it rightfully belonged—and wearing
the same pair of jeans and same flannel shirt that I'd had
on since the beginning of fall, occasionally eating mac
and cheese or hitting the bong or reaching under my
jeans to scratch my balls. There was no doubt, I'd make a
lousy subject for the show. Especially if | had to hang out
with those roommates and listen to their petty bickering
about doing dishes or about house politics or about him
saying this and her saying that. It would be too much for
me. I'd spend all of my time either hanging out in my
room, reading, or going out to bars—which is pretty much
how | spent most of my time anyway—but these delu-
sional kids on the show probably wouldn't understand
that drinking and drugs are simply the ceremonies of the
working class culture I'd grown up in. It's definitely not a
cause for rehab. They'd probably have a house meeting
about me and decide to have an intervention, and I'd
probably get kicked out of the house. This notion became
even more clear to me when | watched the petty six gang
up to kick out the bike messenger.

| started to feel an affinity to the bike messenger.
He was getting kicked out; | would’'ve gotten kicked out.
It wasn't a deep thought. My whole point that day was to
have no deep thoughts. As | watched the kid getting
booted from his place by his roommates, | started to form
arguments to defend him. During commercials, | took my
own time in front of the camera, explaining my take on
things. Thankfully, the camera was imaginary and my part
on the show was imaginary and no one was there to wit-
ness it.

As things went on and got worse with the mara-
thon, | started to think how much cooler the Real World
would be if it were my friends living back in Cocoa Beach.
One of my friends, Julie, had an apartment right in down-
town Cocoa Beach, about three blocks off the beach. My
whole crew back home were always partying at Julie's
house, staggering in and out of love affairs, fights, adven-
tures, and all kinds of drama. | started to wish that Julie's
house was outfitted with cameras, and as | sat in my liv-
ing room in Flagstaff, Arizona, | could watch Julie and the
whole sick crew engaging in a real world with no capital
letters or gen x marketing. That's when it occurred to me:
the Real World is a conspiracy.

The whole point of the Real World wasn't to allow
us to be voyeurs. It was to allow the Man to be a voyeur.
Put cameras all around your target audience. See how
they live. Monitor what they buy. Try to influence their



clothing choices and food choices. Make sure that they get
their coffee at Starbucks and their pants at the Gap and
their shoes from Nike. Make sure that anyone going be-
yond the stereotype is ostracized. Learn how to act like a
good consumer. Learn to shun a bad one. Oh man, |
thought. This is getting scary. | took another bong hit and
watched more and realized that the conspiracy went
deeper. It was part of the drug war, because look at that
bike messenger. That kid was on crystal meth. | was sure
of it, and, believe me, in those days my finger was on the
pulse of the drug culture. But surely | wasn't the only one
who saw it. Surely, the DEA watched the Real World. They
watched the bike messenger's movements. They could see
when he was high and when he wasn’t. They could track
his patterns. They could see the guarded, just off-camera
drug deals. They could build profiles and just cause for
search and seizure off of this kid's behavior. Surely the
Real World could help cops bust drug dealers. This was
serious. Some of my best friends were drug dealers.

But it went beyond that, to the whole camera thing.
You know how some cultures believe that, when you get
your picture taken, the camera captures a little bit of your
soul? Well, | thought in my drug-addled condition, they're
right. If you need empirical evidence, look at all the actors
and actresses in Hollywood. They're the most photo-
graphed people in the world, and not a fucking one of them
has a soul to speak of. | mean, believe what you want, but
the more someone gets his picture taken, the less soulful
he becomes. This is why so many people hate to get their
picture taken. Inherently, this is why we shy away from
cameras and don't trust them. This is a deep-seeded belief
in all of us. We know we're supposed to look at the world
from inside our heads, looking out, not through the lens of
some passive observer who captures all of our light and
transfers it onto celluloid. We believe this inherently, but
this belief is overshadowed by the natural human tendency
innate in each one of us to think that we’re the center of the
universe. What better way to show that you're the center of
the universe than to capture all of your movements on cam-
era and broadcast them out to millions of people? How im-
portant must you really be if millions of total strangers are
willing to watch the minutiae of your day-to-day life and
envy you for it? Who wouldn’t sell their soul to be the center
of the universe? And that question led me to the most in-
sidious revelation that | got about the Real Worid: every-
one’s gonna try now. People are going to start putting their
own lives on camera. Fuck the soul, get the sales.

It was all too much for me. | put down the bong,
went back to my bedroom, and wrote a letter to Julie. |
warned her that the Real World was a great conspiracy to
desensitize us all to cameras, to monitor our lives so The
Man could profit off of us or punish us. | sent the letter be-
fore | could sober up and get a grip on my own paranoia.
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A few weeks later, Julie wrote me back to tell me
that | was smoking too much pot and that my theory was
way too fucking paranoid. She was right, but that didn't
stop me. I'd been working on a novel at the time, so |
included my Real World conspiracy theory in the novel.
As is the case with most of my early writings, whenever |
had a thought | thought was deep, | had a carpenter ex-
plain it to a stripper. Or vice versa. It didn't matter. For a
lot of the nineties, | felt like carpenters and strippers were
the only people worth writing about. I'm much better now.
Anyway, that's how it works in the book: carpenters and
strippers and Real World conspiracy. Like | said, Julie
was right. | smoked too much pot and was way too para-
noid. But the story doesn't end there.

Just a few weeks ago, almost nine years after my
original paranoid freakout about the Real World, Julie
came out to Southern California to run a marathon. It's
strange what becomes of hardcore drunks when they so-
ber up. Anyway, while out here, Julie came up to LA and
visited me. We were walking around my neighborhood
and talking about old friends. At a lull in our conversation,
Julie stopped and pointed at the top of a streetlight.
“What's that?” she asked.

“It's a camera,” | said.

Julie asked me what it was doing up there, and |
couldn’t answer. | told her that | had noticed several of
those cameras around LA, and | didn’'t know what any of
them were doing where they were. In fact, I'd stared at
this particular one several times, trying to figure it out.
There was a bank nearby, but the camera didn’t point
toward the bank. There was also a traffic light, but out of
the field of vision for the camera. As far as | could tell,
the camera didn’t cover much except who went in and out
of the Burger King parking lot. After a minute or two of
staring, Julie came to the same conclusion.

Julie asked me if | remembered my old, paranoid
Real World conspiracy theory. | did, but | didn't want to be
reminded. Like she'd said nine years earlier, Julie said to
me, “You smoked too much pot.”

We started walking again, and | asked Julie about
another of our old friends, Karin. “Oh, you won't believe
it,” Julie said. “Karin's trying to get onto Survivor. She's
been training for it lately. We just shot her video last
week.”

| though Julie was kidding with me, just trying to
spark up some of that old paranoia. But no. She was seri-
ous. Karin really was trying to be on Survivor. Last |
heard, Karin had a legitimate chance to be on the show.

Now, | don't know what to believe.

Sean Carswell is co-editor of Razorcake (razorcake.com) and co-founder of Gorsky Press (gorskypress.com). He also contributes
to Ink 19, Clamor, and Flipside. His recent book of short stories is Glue And Ink Rebellion on Gorsky Press.

Image by Bryan Kremkau.
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n John Frankenheimer's film The Manchu-
rian Candidate (1962), Laurence Harvey
plays a Korean War hero turned brainwashed
assassin. Watching the film today, people may see a
reflection of Lee Harvey Oswald, yet the movie was
released an unlucky thirteen months before Kennedy

was shot.

Once the president was killed, United Artists pulled the film
out of circulation for many years. Whether out of respect for
the film's star Frank Sinatra who was a good friend of JFK or
in reaction to reports that Oswald had been heavily influenced
by the picture, it isn’t hard to imagine a studio acting so sensi-
tively. In recent years, movie trailers and release dates have
been aversely affected by tragedies in the news.

The Manchurian Candidate, though, was absent from the
public eye for so long that one wonders if there were some
larger forces at work. Could it have been that some govern-
ment organization was the influenced party rather than
Oswald? Would it have been too obvious what was going on
in the world if the film was more familiar to citizens as more
figures met with similar fates? Suspicious connections are
made by theorists with every little coincidence from Franken-
heimer driving Robert Kennedy to the hotel on the night of his
assassination to Salinger’s “Catcher in the Rye” becoming a
popular alternative to the Queen of Diamonds used in the the
film.

As with conspiracy theories, movies can sometimes confuse
a line between revelation and disinformation. They can also
represent a periodic tone in history, particularly times of para-
noia and distrust. In the 1950's, while Americans were worried
about a communist conspiracy, many films, particularly those
in the science-fiction genre, metaphorically drew upon the
fears of physical and psychical invasion. From flying saucers
to body snatchers, the depiction of our true enemy was safely
hidden in subtext.

Don Siegel's original film of Invasion of the Body Snatch-
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ers (1956) is important for introducing solipsistic ideas that
have continued 50 years later through the influence of writer
Philip K. Dick and filmmakers the Wachowski Brothers
among others. The film has been interpreted differently as
being either communist or anti-communist propaganda,
though novelist Jack Finney, whose book the film is based
on, has admitted that he never intended a political interpreta-
tion.

Now the film and its offspring (remade in 1978 and again
in 1993) can be seen to influence general faithlessness in
others. A very Cartesian viewpoint of the world, certain con-
spiracies imply that the rest of humanity could be a number
of fallacies including pod people, aliens, robots, figments of
the imagination, or just plain enemies undercover. Aside
from making us aware of possible infiltration, the fears allow
encroachment by a government or powerful group. Movies
like Body Snatchers could give our leaders justification for
Homeland Security issues. Best friends and friendly
neighbors could be terrorists. What may come with that anxi-
ety is a willingness to give up personal rights and liber-
ties. From racial profiling to internment to marshal law, the
nation could be in a cinematic preparation for acquiescence.

And if the enemy isn't among us, it could be ourselves.
Countless movies have shown audiences that anybody can
become a patsy with what is popularly referred to as “man-
on-the-run thrillers”. The subgenre has been around since at
least 1918, but it was Alfred Hitchcock who perfected it in
many of his pictures. The story is always the same: after
being accused of a crime they didn't commit, the protago-
nists must go into hiding until proven innocent. The greatest
representation of this tale on film is arguably North By
Northwest, but it is Hitchcock’s earlier Saboteur (1942)
which should be witnessed for its display of secret societies.

Images by Bryan Kremkau © 2003
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Later, as was seen in The Manchurian Candidate and then the
actual assassination of JFK, it became apparent that a patsy of
certain magnitude is better to have certain backgrounds which
might give them motive. But if you watch Oliver Stone’s JFK
(1991) you might think that anybody could have been blamed. The
film takes a look into the investigation of Kennedy's assassination
without pointing a finger at one person or group responsible, yet
gives a justifiably confusing plot that could involve any or all of
them. Through other films as well, Stone has shown a playful in-
terest in conspiracy theory without coming across as a definite
believer. Instead of belief or knowledge or truth, it is in the ques-
tions and the investigation which is more fun.

One of the disappointments of Winter Kills (1979), an ex-
tremely goofy thriller which gives a fictional exploration into the
Kennedy assassination, is that the guilty party is revealed. Of
course the satiric tone of the movie makes these answers no
more convincing than anything in Stone’s indirect approach. Still
the story’s path toward discovery is an enjoyable one. The script,
based on a novel by Richard Condon who also wrote The Man-
churian Candidate, is full of brilliant moments such a life-size mili-
tary game for the amusement of Sterling Hayden'’s millionaire Z K.
Dawson in which he uses real tanks.

Hayden also appears in Dr. Strangelove or How | Learned To
Stop Worrying And Love The Bomb (1964), which is analogous
to Seven Days in May (1964) as Winter Kills is to JFK. While
Strangelove doesn’t present too much of a conspiracy other than
fluoridation in the water, it shows such an absurd side to military
and political control that people may think the possibility of a mili-
tary coup like the one in Seven Days is just as much a joke.

During most of 1960s, the American public was still in a happy
ignorance concerning conspiracy and corruption. Movies like
Seven Days were still optimistically viewed as plausible only in
fiction. It took another twenty years and the Iran-Contra scandal
for its likelihood to mount. In only ten years, the nation would have
a great skepticism towards its leaders. In the meantime, there was
still great trust in the government, the media, the corporations,
none of whom could have ulterior motives in the world.

One of the first films released by Paramount during Robert
Evans’ reign as head of production, The President’s Analyst,
satirizes the FBI and other government agencies. While in produc-
tion, in 1967, Evans was visited by agents insisting that the film be
shut down. He ended up compromising bits of the film, but he also
announced the reasons for doing so publicly through the media.
Phones in both his home and office were subsequently bugged.

A year later, Rosemary’s Baby opened very successfully for
Evans and director Roman Polanski. The film marked the begin-
ning of a lucrative era for Paramount and ushered in a wave of
paranoia-themed movies for the studio. In 1969, after Polanski's
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wife, Sharon Tate, was killed by the Manson Family, the film-
maker stayed with Evans. As part of the police investigation into
the massacre, Evans’ phone was bugged.

It is likely, however, that the mood of Paramount'’s films dur-
ing this time had little to do with Evans and there is no evidence
that he even acknowledged such a trend. Yet during his time
there great pictures including The Godfather, Chinatown, Catch-
22, Serpico and Three Days of the Condor portrayed some if not
many instances of conspiracy and corruption. Though it was
one Paramount release in particular which Evans had no influ-
ence in, despite its theme involving phone bugging, which would
prove relevance more than any other.

Francis Ford Coppola’s The Conversation (1974) was a
timely film, released almost two years following the Watergate
scandal, but at the height of its media consumption. Financed
as a result of The Godfather’s success, it beautifully tells of a
surveillance specialist who gets too involved with one of his
subjects. Gene Hackman's Harry Caul is the very embodiment
of paranoia, a victim of his own privacy and protection. He
represents conflicting sides to safe living for both citizens and
governments, the desire for anonymity along with the desire for
others to be known, the debate over which continues on a daily
basis in America ever since the nation’s sudden realization of its
own vulnerability.

Another current hopelessness which has been more or less
ignored since the terrorist attacks is one of suffragist apathy.
This parallel’s the cynicism of the '70s after so many people felt
their voices were not important and higher powers would allow
horrible things to go on in the world for their own capital or bu-
reaucratic greed. Aside from the gains in certain civil rights,
much of the country felt their demonstrations to be inconse-
quential. The discoveries that news media was even skewed by
a greater guidance, corporate or otherwise, and that disinforma-
tion was increasing in its ease and success with the public, al-
lowed for complete detachment in believability.

Network (1976) set the stage for this revelation. By the time
Sidney Lument'’s look at prime-time television news arrived in
theaters, nearly every piece of media was owned by some con-
glomerate. Ned Beatty's corporate executive gives a brilliant
speech to Peter Finch’s popular rabble-rouser admitting
that, “There is no America. There is no democracy. There is
only IBM and ITT, and AT&T, and DuPont, Dow, Union Carbide,
and Exxon. Those are the nations of the world today.” Every-
thing can be edited, contexts can be changed, biases delivered,
facts or whole stories ignored. Paddy Chayefsky’s script is per-
fect satire, never feeling dated because the subject matter con-
tinues in a downward spiral, the picture seeming more signifi-
cance today where it once seemed like an absurd notion.
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Two other important films regarding media deception are Cap-
ricorn One (1978) and Wag the Dog (1997). The former con-
cerns a faked space mission to Mars. James Brolin, Sam Wa-
terston and O.J. Simpson play astronauts who are forced into a
cover-up that goes badly and Elliott Gould is a reporter attempt-
ing to expose the truth. Everything that you could ask for in a
conspiracy film can be found here from disappearing witnesses
to failed brakes to topical allusions. That director Peter Hyams
was given NASA support with trademarked logos, uniforms and
equipment is devious in itself. Known for only supporting movies
that show the agency in a supportive or propagandist way
(Armageddon for instance), the consent here could be in hopes
that the concept is regarded to be ludicrously unbelievable.

Wag the Dog, on the other hand, gave the people a lot more to
question, thanks to its pertinence. Dustin Hoffman, playing a
motion picture producer significantly modeled after Robert Ev-
ans, is hired by the White House to manufacture a war in order to
sway public attention from a presidential sex scandal. The pic-
ture came out while real-life scandals had people wondering if
this sort of thing was common. The script also makes references
to the Reagan administration, hinting that history is often manipu-
lated for the benefit of political gain, and unintentionally winking
at Seven Days in May, which had come before.

By the late 70s, America was treated to a whopping serving of
films in response to Watergate. All The President’s Men (1976)
proved the point that the journey is more important than the des-
tination with its telling of Woodward and Bernstein’s exposure of
the 1972 plot. The Stepford Wives (1975) retold Body Snatch-
ers as a metaphor for suburban changes as a result of women'’s
lib and the men who want certain traditions adhered to. The Par-
allax View (1974) is a less exciting take on The Manchurian
Candidate yet the inclusion of an amazing brainwashing film be-
came the greatest non-acting-based scene stealing since Salva-
dor Dali’'s dream sequence in Spellbound.

Other films of interest from this time include Coma (1978) in-
volving the greedy schemes of medical practitioners in the com-
modity of human beings, Alien (1979) involving the greedy
schemes of corporate practitioners in the commodity of alien
beings, Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977) involving
the greedy schemes of military practitioners in the cover-up of
alien beings and The China Syndrome (1979) involving the
greedy schemes of corporate practitioners in the cover-up of the
dangers to human beings.

The 1980s brought economic prosperity and optimism to
enough people to rid the majority’s suspicions. Blade Runner
dealt again with the Cartesian theme. E.T. and the sequel Aliens
dealt even more with corporate and military greed involving extra
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terrestrials. Otherwise it wasn'’t until the mid-90s that conspiracy
theory became a downright fad. A number of bad movies dealt
with “man-on-the-run” scenarios or plots to kill leaders, many fea-
turing the word ‘conspiracy’ in the title, but none worse than the
aptly named Conspiracy Theory.

“The X-Files” arrived on television giving viewers a taste of eve-
rything they didn’t even know they should know about what might
be going on in the world. Suddenly, terms like Roswell and Area-
51 became part of popular culture where once they were only
known by characters in a Richard Linklater film. Movies like The
Rock, which had slight influences from Seven Days in May, would
tip their hat toward references that excited the minds of conspir-
acy theorists everywhere, without actually being about that sub-
ject.

Enemy of the State (1998) brought Gene Hackman back for
an update in surveillance. The Arrival (1996) and the feature
length The X-Files (1998) brought back fears of alien invasion,
speculating that it may have already taken place. The Insider
(1999) reminded us of the corporate stronghold on the media and
public lifestyle. And by decade’s end, The Matrix (1999) made
sure that few people were left to have not solipsistically question
their own existence.

All of these films had to be made, whether as information, mis-
information or disinformation. It is possible that a number of them
are just plain innocent entertainments or speculative warnings,
but movies are best when they are mirrors to our current psycho-
logical inclination. All these pictures are helpful to both sides of
any conspiracy. They can make a person optimistic or pessimis-
tic, strong or weak, discontented or complacent. The important
thing is to pay attention. It doesn't matter if we think Robert Evans
was a paranoid propagandist or if we think his friendship with
Henry Kissinger leads to bigger incentives of if we just think eve-
rything is coincidence. What matters is that we look at things from
all sides.

National paranoia is building, either against terrorism or our
own governments. Fear and cynicism are once again swimming
heavily in the atmosphere. There is great worry concerning the
internet, corporate greed, and many other things which cause
distrust and doubt in systems that surround us. Movies will con-
tinue to reflect our moods and put spotlight on our questions. It is
no coincidence that 2004 will bring us remakes of The Manchu-
rian Candidate and The Stepford Wives and if we are indeed
treated to another wave of such films, the trend shall be marked
by another remake of Invasion of the Body Snatchers.

Christopher Campbell is the world’s only Discordian film critic.
Visit him at LowExpectation.com.
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DARKNESS FALLS

Within seconds, 50 million Americans and Canadians were
without electricity. Once the sun went down, they were in total
darkness. But we weren't just in the dark literally—while we
fumbled for our candles, our fearless leader, George Bush,
already had plans to reinvigorate his energy bill.

This energy bill, which gives billions in federal handouts to
Bush and Cheney'’s friends in the energy industry, faded out of
priority in Congress in 2001. Because of the Enron coliapse
and questions about how the bill came to be (through secret
nudge-nudge wink-wink meetings between Cheney and play-
ers in the energy industry), the Bush administration stopped
pushing the bill, as it became seen as politically damaging.

The bill is just as disgusting as you'd expect:

e Provides $20 billion for the construction of an oil pipeline
in Alaska

e Provides $30 billion in subsidies to the nuclear industry for
increased nuclear power production
Provides almost $11 billion in tax breaks to polluters
Opens up Native American land for mining and drilling, by
excluding Native American lands from the Environmental
Protection Act

e Promotes speedier permits for oil and gas drilling

e Promotes further deregulation

e Fails to raise fuel economy standards for the automotive
industry

Though it does include some surprisingly “green” provisions,
like giving tax credits to purchasers of hybrid cars and solar
panels and funding research on cleaner coal, it's really just a
bone thrown to the Democrats. After all, the big winner here is
Bush'’s friends and family. So it was blatant and corrupt, and
Congress sat on it.

But one of the provisions of the bill was to improve and up-
grade the nation’s power grid...

And mysteriously, the nation gets swept into darkness and
now we are all in agreement that the nation’s power grid needs
to be improved and upgraded. The bill is now something the
ignorant public wholeheartedly backs. And those who opposed
it have to approve the bill, or be accused of not caring about
the safety of all Americans.

As a result, this bill, which has gone through hundreds of
amendments and years of partisan battling, will soon be enthu-
siastically pushed through and ready for Bush’s signature.

So, interestingly, this blackout was the best thing for Bush's
energy bill. Bush gained from the blackout; he gained the fire-
power to pass a bill that will make his friends richer. &
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That leads one to think... is it all coincidence?

Since it will take months before it's clear on what happened
on August 14 (ample time for the energy bill to be signed into
law), we can only speculate. We know now that the first dom-
ino to fall over was at FirstEnergy Corp. in Ohio. One of the
largest energy companies, Mother Jones points out that FE
“execs held a $600,000 Bush fundraiser in June, attended by
none other than Dick Cheney. FirstEnergy President Anthony
Alexander personally gave $100,000 for the Bush-Cheney
inauguration, and served on the Energy Department's Transi-
tion Team.”

CNN reports: “FirstEnergy Corp., a power company that pro-
vides electricity to 1.4 million customers in Ohio, said in a
statement Saturday that some of its lines failed before the
blackout and that an alarm system did not signal a problem.”
How convenient.

Meanwhile, FirstEnergy is being sued by their investors for
Enron-esque deception tactics. FE allegedly misrepresented
their earnings and accounting issues, after restating all their
earnings from last year, reducing their earnings by $99 MIL-
LION. Sois it beyond FE to flick a switch for their friend
George for a few hours? Especially if it means receiving more
money in the long run?

Not that they even have to wait for the inevitable subsidies
and handouts. US Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham
has said that taxpayers should pay for the failure of the elec-
tric companies. That's right, me and you. Because taxpayers
are the beneficiaries of energy, according to his logic. So the
companies get off scot-free for plunging half the country into
darkness, receive more subsidies because of it, and taxpay-
ers pay both ends of it—through the energy bill and through
rate hikes.

Folks, the lights are back on. Now you just need to open
your eyes.

Sources:

e  “Blackout Powers Up Bush’'s Energy Agenda.” Toronto Star,
August 24, 2003 (www.thestar.com)

e “Bush’s Bogus Blackout Remedy.” Mother Jones

e (http://www.motherjones.com/commentary/columns/2003/34/
we_533_01.html)

e  “GOP Senators to Push Energy Bill.” Washington Post, July 28,
2003

e  “Power on, blackout investigations off and running.” CNN, Au-
gust 18, 2003 (http://edition.cnn.com/2003/US/08/17/
power.outage/)

e “Sierra Club Blasts Energy Policy Act.” Sierra Club (http://
www.sierraclub.org/energy/bush_bill.asp)
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MY E NCOUNTE Rs Now was this just a regular plane? | think not. What
WITH U Fo:s planes do you know of just float there and flash its lights
back at you? Some experimental government plane?
Nah. Highly doubt it. (But if it was, then I'm pissed at
by lauren freedman them for scaring the shit out of me.) This was something

not of this world. This had to be something interested in
Ever since | saw the episode of 'UNSOLVED watching human life and trying to communicate with me.

A : Was it there to harm me? Or just to observe? Since that
MYSTERIES' where Robert Stack was talking . ; . i
about aliens and abductions, I've been interested night, | dream about being abducted by aliens. | think I'm

in finding out more about this subject. | would watch SESHECN BT,
movies, read books, watch those shows on the History
Channel, | would look for anything and everything | could
get on aliens and UFOs. Yet, when | was little, besides

being interested, | was also petrified that one day | my-
self would get abducted. It was a clear summer night, when my parents were do-

ing what they usually do, driving around for hours on

country roads, just looking at houses and scenery. It's

just something they love to do. Anyway,
they came to pick me up from work
and told me something abso-
lutely terrifying happened

to them on their way

over to pick me up.

That wasn't the only strange experience that happened
to my family.

One night, as | was about to go to bed, | looked out the
window, and there, across the
street and over the cow

fields, was a circle of
lights. At first |
thought it was a
helicopter or a

plane, but as

| kept staring They were driving
atit, | began along on a road of
feeling very nothing but fields.
uneasy. No stores, no
What was | homes, no farms,
seeing out just plain flat land
there? Could it when my mother

be a UFO? pointed out to my dad

some lights that were just
sitting in the field. They
stopped for a few moments to look
and see what they were.

After all of my hopes of
wanting to see one someday, | was

suddenly terrified. "What if they saw me?" | asked my-
self. "If they tried to get me, what would | do? What
would they do to me???" The lights were too far away for them see the lights’
source, so they decided to leave. Once they turned
around and started driving, whatever it was they saw
started to follow them. The faster they drove the faster
this thing went. The crazy thing about this was that it
wasn't directly behind them, it was above them.

| immediately started freaking out, but, being the fool that
| am, flipped my light switch a few times to see what
would happen. Well, the damn thing flashed its lights
right back at me! | screamed.

They decided to go home first rather then come pick me
up. The UFO followed them all the way to our road. My
parents were still able to see it once they got into the
house and looked out their bedroom window. For 20
minutes or so, it just floated in the field next to our
house.

This was surely no plane, this was definitely something
else. Something that was watching my every move. | ran
down to my mother. She saw it too and stupidly did the
same that | did and kept flipping the lights downstairs.

The object then went dim and slowly started floating

away. Then, before our eyes, it just disappeared. : :
4 i J FR What exactly did they want? Are they really beings from

T : another universe? Or is the government just messing
After the incident my mom just went back to what she with us? | wish they would just tell us the truth.

was doing, like nothing happened at all. | went back up-
stairs, turned on all of my lights and thought about what
had happened. | was honestly terrified for a LONG time
after this. What if it came back for me?

So those are my stories. Did | make any non-believers
believe now?
Image by Bryan Kremkau
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There Is No Way Tw‘o Drinks A Day

have always been steadfast in my
resolution to never develop a drink-
ing problem, okay, never develop a
debilitating drinking problem, because if
you do, then at some point you have to stop
drinking, which defeats the point entirely. Worse still, you
must become a recovering alcoholic, and as anyone who's
ever spent several hundred miles on a Greyhound sitting
next to one can tell you, recovering alcoholics suck. They're
always trying to convince other people that they're actually
alcoholics, encouraging their friends to go to those fucking
"meetings," and drinking soda or water or whatever it is
those people drink as self-righteously as possible while
you're peeing in the closet or being a pirate or whatever.

But what they don't get is that there is a difference between
manageable alcoholism and being truly out of control. They
cannot exercise the self-control necessary to strike the deli-
cate and almost intangible balance between the two, and
make no mistake — they know this. Somewhere, deep
down in their quisling, milquetoast little hearts, they know
that they do not have what it takes to ingest copious
amounts of firewater without losing their job, friends, or cu-
taneous layer of skin. And they hate those of us who are
able to accomplish this with regularity and with the approval
of our peers, family and various clergy. So they try and
bring us down with petty and baseless allegations of
chronic oenomania.

Don't be fooled—these sissies are still addicts; they're just
addicted to AA meetings or their sponsor or Jay-sis or tell-
ing people about their miraculous recovery ad nauseum,
instead of booze. They're still looking for something to fill
the gaping maw in their soul, and that, not

L Is A Drinking "Problem"

by A.L. Van Deerlin

A couple times I've felt the urge to take a little self-
inventory of my drinking habits, just to reassure myself
that I'm not in danger of having to stop drinking. So how
can you tell the difference? | always thought raging, full-on
grabass alcoholism meant things like waking up in the al-
ley behind the Circle K (more than once), drinking Aqua
Velva, or simply drinking at undeniably inappropriate times
(i.e. your cousin's briss, Special Olympics tryouts).

Oh, no no no no, says AA's website. All you have to do is
answer "Yes" to four of the following questions:

1. Have you ever decided to stop drinking for a week
or so, but only lasted for a couple of days?

Who hasn't? The following is a perfectly reasonable situa-
tion: You have decided to quit drinking for whatever rea-
son: Lent, finals, a pending felony charge... but then you
get invited to a party, a friend turns 21 (or 28, or 39), and it
would be rude not to drink. Or you're on "The Price Is
Right," and you win an all-expense paid trip to Alcohol
Fantasy Camp or Space Camp or whatever they call it, but
it's the place where the winner gets to sleep in the
"Ghostbusters" sleeping bag.

2. Do you wish people would mind their own business
about your drinking, stop telling you what to do?

| wish people would stop telling me what to do, period.

"Tell me what you're doing in my garage!" "Quit selling

secrets to the Soviets!" "Give Senator Kennedy back his
heart medicine!" "Don't torment

the actual drink, is the problem. Liquor does-
n't destroy livers; lame-ass, sack-less addic- |
tive personalities destroy livers. Your parents |
neglected you? Go cry about it to Dr. Phil
and leave me alone.

It is important to note that one must perma-

retards!" and so forth.

3. Have you had to have an eye-
opener upon awakening during
the past year?

nently be a "recovering" alcoholic, never
"recovered." Apparently, in the AA Universe,
bad stinky sleazy worthless alcoholics like
me and you (yes, you, dear reader, in their
eyes everyone is an alcoholic of some sort or
another) can never, ever, ever fully recover.
This, of course, is a marketing gimmick--
they're not selling recovery, they're selling a
self-perpetuating recovery lifestyle, complete

with newsletters, bumper stickers, t-shirts and anything else

you can slap a "serenity prayer" on—except, perhaps not
surprisingly, shot glasses or bar towels.
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Oooh, | like Bloody Marys. | must
be a fucking dipsomaniac. Actu-
ally, Einstein, Bloody Marys, what
with their high vegetable content,
are arguably one of the healthiest
alcoholic drinks available. There's
vitamin C, probably some fiber...
it's like gazpacho with alcohol.
What, AA doesn't like Mexican
food? Maybe AA doesn't like Mexicans. | can't tolerate that
kind of bigotry.




4. Have you had problems connected with drinking
during the past year?

Define "problem." Are we talking about accidentally making
out with an ugly/boring/otherwise unacceptable person or
vehicular manslaughter?

5. Has your drinking caused trouble
at home?

| & :
i e . ‘

Again, "trouble” is ill-defined here.
Lost car keys, or say, punching a
loved one in the face? (Stop gig-
gling.) Okay, yes, but it has more
to do with generalized poor taste
in men than the monkey on my
back.

6. Do you ever try to get "extra” drinks
at a party because you do not get enough?

I'm not too sure what this means, but is AA implying that
people who stock up on free booze at a party before going
to an establishment where they'll have to pay for drinks are
somehow worse drunks than those with the wherewithal to
buy round after round of frou-frou martinis for their fat-cat
buddies? Fucking Republicans.

7. Have you missed days of work or school because of
drinking?

Show me a person who has never called in sick because of
a hangover, and I'll show you either a Mormon (fucking
Mormons) or fucking Super Karate Snoopy.

8. Do you have "blackouts”?

| occasionally forget things I've said or done while drinking,
but I've never believed myself to have said or done some-
thing | didn't do, which, mathematically speaking, means |

break even on that one.

9. Do you turn to lower companions and an inferior
environment when drinking?

More evidence of AA snobbery. What the fuck does "lower
companions" and "an inferior environment" mean? That |
don't have a problem if I'm drinking in the Oak Room with
debutantes? But I'll admit that by their highfalutin’ stan-
dards, | would probably have to answer "yes" to this one.

Okay, so that gives me a score of eight out of nine, if | give
AA the benefit of the doubt on a couple questions, and
since eight is four times two, I, mathematically speaking,
have enough of a drinking problem that it could be shared
by two people. This is bunk. Not one person who knows

‘SKA, PUNK AND OTHER JUNK
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me would say I'm an alcoholic. They might say | like my
bourbon, or gin makes me mean, but no one would clas-
sify me as someone who needs help. Jesus.

As Public Enemy said, ne croyez pas la publicité congue.
For those of you who are struggling not to kick your
habit, but rather to kick it up a notch (to quote that Portu-
guese carpetbagger—yes folks, Emeril's from Fall River,
Massachusetts), | wholeheartedly volunteer to be the
drunkard's equivalent of an AA sponsor—your enabler.
My services include pressuring, goading, wheedling, dar-
ing, coaxing, belittling and any action that will compel
you to push the limits of both your alcohol toler-
- ance and good taste.

So the next time some sanctimonious wind-
bag starts telling you to turn your life over to
AA (and incidentally, the twelve steps are all
about praying, asking God to miracle your flaws
and shortcomings away, and turning your life and will
over to him-with-a-capital-H. Not exactly a credo empha-
sizing responsibility, free will or other things that distin-
guish humans from mollusks), tell Hitler Junior to hand
out his boring little tracts elsewhere, you're meeting your
enabler for drinks.

BEST WEBSITE FOR QUTDATED NEWS
8 AWFUL REVIEWS

.
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DID IRON MAI

DEN UNLOCK

THE SECRETS OF TIME TRAVEL?

Many have claimed to unlock the se-
crets of time travel, but kept the tech-
nology secret to prevent catastrophic
paradoxes or history alterations. For
instance, Chris created Time Juice in
“Get A Life” and stopped Gus from tak-
ing a whiz on his boss, resulting in a
world of brain-eating zombies. Bulma
created a capsulated time machine so
that Trunks could warn the Z fighters
about the future killer androids, which
resulted in a face-off with the much
more deadlier foe Cell. Even the
Smurfs unleashed the horrors of time
travel, though | forget the details.

Title track “Powerslave” and the epic
“Rime of the Ancient Mariner” both re-
fer to the past, and perhaps infer of

- actually re-experiencing it.

Onto the production of the album. The
cover is a photograph of their mascot
Eddie being worshiped as an ancient
K Egyptian god. Was this photo fudged?
Can it be trusted? Look inside and
you ‘Il find another picture, this one of
" the band standing in front of a phar-

vs¥ a0h's tomb. How did they get there?

That is why Iron Maiden used subtle measures to tell the
world that they had, in fact, discovered how to time travel.

The proof is in Iron Maiden’s 1984 album Powerslave. Each
song, and the liner notes themselves, contain hints that
pertain to this greatest mystery of the cosmos.

The album kicks off with “Aces High” - about a thrilling dog-
fight during World War 1. The adrenaline and imagery pro-
jected in the song begs us to ask... were they there??

Next is the dark and prophetic “2 Minutes to Midnight.”
While some say it's an anti-war song (e.g. we allow children
to starve so we can buy more killing machines), the chorus
part is decidedly futuristic in nature: “The body bags and
little rags of children torn in two / And the jellied brains of
those who remain to put the finger right on you.” And while
some say the title refers to being on the brink of nuclear
war, it is also a nod to Einstein's special relativity theory. |
would explain that, but let's move on to the next song.
“Losfer Words.” Has nothing to do with time travel, but it's a
delicious pun because it's an instrumental.

The next two songs are “Flash of the Blade” and “The Duel-
lists” [sic]. Both are about defending your honor, and how
violence begets more violence and sometimes... death!
“Flash of the Blade” is especially interesting regarding our
topic, because references are made to St. George and
David in the second person. As if they actually met and
knew these biblical characters!

But the major time travel hints are on side two. “Back In
The Village” - on the surface about a Vietnam vet having a
flashback in his kitchen - contains the mysterious line: “In a
black hole and I'm spinning as my wings get shot away.” As
you all know, there is a deep connection between black
holes and time travel. Theoretically, if one traversed a black
hole, they could land in another moment in space-time...
like Vietnam! The flashback is thus literal.
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Thanked in the liner notes are people
from Waterloo, court jesters, “traveling fans 'round the
world”, the singer’s parents “who still don’t know where he
is”, and many other shady characters who either
“traveled” with them or helped with their “tour” production.

Make no mistake, Powerslave holds the secrets to time
travel.

(Written after sobering up a bit)

Holy crap, that was the stupidest thing I've ever written. If
any album contains the secrets of time travel, it's
(obviously) Iron Maiden'’s brilliant 1986 concept album
Somewhere In Time. On the surface it isn’t a concept al-
bum, but when you realize the time connections, every
song fits together like puzzle pieces.

Now, | admit Iron Maiden could have been on the brink of
understanding the nature of time during Powerslave, but it
wasn'’t until this album that they had the applicable knowl-
edge to ride forwards and backwards on the river of time.
The proof is in the first song, “Caught Somewhere In
Time,” which has no clear time setting, meaning they
must've time traveled for the first time without any idea
where/when they were. While confident that "time is al-

Iron Maiden find themselves lost in time for what seems
like years to them. The next song “Wasted Years” chroni-
cles the seemingly never-ending time they spend trapped
in the vortex of time. From the first stanza (“From the
coast of gold, across the seven seas / I'm travelin' on, far
and wide / But now it seems, I'm just a stranger to myself /
And all the things | sometimes do, it isn't me but someone
else”) you realize they have no control yet, and that their
accidental history alterations are creating new universes
and copies of themselves. But they do realize that al-



though they're wasting many years trapped in time, they
still have all the time in the world: “Too much time on my
hands, | got you on my mind.”

The sea of time is a sea of madness, says the next tune
“Sea of Madness.” They give up trying to control where/
when they end up, and so allow themselves to be carried
by the current: “Like a river we will flow, on toward the sea
we go.”

It gets so bad, that the band
either thinks they’re dying or
that the experience is the
dream of someone on death’s
door: “My body tingles and |
feel so strange, | feel so tired |
feel so drained / And I'm won-
dering if I'll ever be the same
again / Is this in limbo or
Heaven or Hell? Maybe I'm
going down there as well / |
can't accept my soul will drift
forever” And yet this song,
“Heaven Can Wait,” totally
rocks out.

Finally Iron Maiden snap out of their morbid depression.
They must stop being time’s puppets and learn to control
their destiny! That is the moral in “The Loneliness of the

Readmag.com

Ferrero Rochers: Rich chocolate
balls or paradigm for Planet Erf?**

We all agree that the French know their
chocolate. But who ever suspected they
knew anything about geography—the
study of the Erf.

The French chocolate people knew
something about the structure of Erf,
but they had to keep their realiza-
tions hidden, or else face the mock-
ings of an ignorant public. Look at
the Flat Earth Society. Shunned
and laughed at, just for grasping at
the truths of our planet. The French
knew the rest of the world wasn't
ready for their finding, so they en-

Grounded in its brown base
(aka “gravity”) the un-
wrapped Rocher is gold-
foiled, just as our planet is
rich with golden resources.

coded their hypothesis into the very
chocolate balls we savor.

The next time you buy a Ferrero Rocher, look at it closely.
It's wrapped in gold foil, isn’t it? Just as we are enwrapped
by our rich atmosphere and the golden rays of our sun. The
golden ball is lightly glued to a brown wrapper, symbolizing
what scientists have long thought to be gravity, as the physical
law that keeps Erf grounded. Obviously, it is not gravity at all,
but a rubber cement-like substance. Next, notice the bumpy
outer layer of chopped hazelnuts and milk chocolate. The
chopped nuts, like the land masses, trees, and rocks on our

Long Distance Runner” which boasts lines like “I've got to
keep running the course / I've got to keep running and win
at all costs / I've got to keep going be strong / Must be so
determined and push myself on.” Kinda similar to Rush'’s
“Marathon.”

fron Maiden finally make it. They are now traveling space-
time at whim, but is it really all it's cracked up to be? Every-
where they go, they’re not familiar with local customs. They
are, as the next song points out, “Stranger(s] in a Strange
Land.” Ironically, they are free to travel time, but still feel
“Trapped here in this prison, lost and far from home.”

Exhausted and disappointed, they finally return to their
original point in space-time. But things are different.
Whether their present has changed or they're sensitive to
actions in parallel universes they created, they are experi-
encing extreme “Déja vu": “Cause you know this has hap-
pened before / And you know that this moment in time is for
real / And you know when you feel déja vu / Feel like I've
been here before, feel like I've been here before.”

So what was their favorite part about time traveling? Meet-
ing “Alexander the Great” most likely. Here’s what they say
about the man in our past that impressed them the most in
the epic last song on this album: “Alexander the Great, his
name struck fear into hearts of man / Alexander the Great,
he died of fever in Babylon.”

Originally printed in READ #19, the time travel and burrito issue.
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surface; the milk chocolate comparable to
our oceans.

Softly bite off the outer layer. Directly below
is a thin wafer, similar to Erf's mantle. This
wafer is so fragile, it's hard not break it when
biting off the outer layer. This could explain
the earthquakes that plague land masses
that were built above the thinnest parts of
e this wafer.

In this shot taken from
outer space, our Erf
appears to be
grounded on a Rocher-
esque base.

Next is the molten chocolate fudge — rich,
creamy, delicious; just like our very own mol-
ten lava inside our planet. Finally, in the di-
rect center of the Rocher, is the whole
roasted hazelnut. We have never seen the
inside of our planet, but if it's not hollow or populated by dino-
saurs, Rocher’s evidence would suggest there is, in fact, a
whole roasted hazelnut.

What this proves is that our planet is round (sorry Flat
Earthers), DOES have a hazelnut core (sorry Hollow Earthers),
and is populated by French people (sorry everyone else).

What other wonders does our solar system hold? Ferrero
Rocher are working on that, with their new white chocolate balls
coated with coconut flakes (Pluto?), and their gooey large balls
with cherry centers (Jupiter?).

To join my Ferrero Rocher Erf Society, write to: Adam Liebling
c/o READ, POB 3437, LIC, NY 11103. Send money.

**] call our planet “Erf” because it's funny.

Addendum: Someone just told me that Ferrero Rochers are
from italy. Eh, whatever.
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How's your book tour going?

Oh, | haven't started yet.

| thought you did a couple of dates already?

Oh, that's just college stuff, not bookstore appearances. Two differ-
ent crowds.

How so?

Well, with colleges, there's more focus, you're usually part of a
theme, so a lot of classes come because they've been studying
you. At universities, you end up with a lot of people who may never
read anything by you again. And bookstore audiences, by and lar-
ger, are the fans. So bookstores are much more of a lovefest!
Well, we're big fans, so this interview will be a lovefest!
(Laughs) | understand you have a new book of short stories,
Ten Little Indians. Can you tell us about it?

It's nine stories (it's called Ten Little Indians; | thought that was
funny). Eight of the stories are about very successful white-collar
Indians—poets, teachers, college students... | really wanted the
stories to not focus on social dysfunctions, but rather to focus on
their ordinary lives: their love affairs and their ambitions, rather than
the way in which Indians are typically viewed as failing, and the
way that | have portrayed them as failing. So in some sense |
guess it's about how people are good at their jobs, but clumsy at
love.

What was your experience like with the filming and distribut-
ing of The Business of Fancydancing?

It was terrible. (laughs) It was so ridiculously hard to get it played
anywhere. | found out that there's not much difference between
independent movie houses and a theater in a mall. The business
practices are exactly the same.

Like the Angelika?

The Angelika practices the same set of business policies as the
AMC 97 in Secaucus, New Jersey. The art of the film may change,
but the business practices do not.

How do you go about getting your movie into the theater?
Begging and pleading! And we had the luck of my literary career
and the success of Smoke Signals. So a first-time director would
have no chance to get played where we got played, and get the
reviews we did. | mean, when we played in a city, we got reviews in
major ways. It certainly wasn't because we had advertising dollars.
The movie was really dependent on fans and people who paid at-
tention to what was in their towns. The thing that pissed me off, and
it did piss me off so much, even now, was when people would ask,
"When is your movie going to play in our town?" "It played in your
town for five damn weeks!" | don't know, maybe I'm hyper aware of
what's going in my city, but | could tell you what movies are play-
ing, which authors are coming, what bands are around... But {
guess other people just don't pay attention. Unless the people who
are willing to see these kinds of films are paying attention, it's ri-
diculous and pointless to even try to be in theaters.
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Sherman Alexie

Best known for his breakthrough film Smoke Signals, Sherman
Alexie has had a remarkable output over the past ten years, span-
ning award-winning novels, short stories, poetry, spoken word per-
formances, music recordings, and screenplays. A Spokane / Coeur
d’Alene Indian and raised on a reservation, Sherman Alexie's work
attempts to demystify and de-stereotype modern Indian culture
through some humor and a lot of heart. Mr. Alexie graciously spoke
with us about his new collection of short stories, Ten Little Indi-
ans, his recent film The Business of Fancydancing, and his
views on war, politics, rock n' roll, and excessive chest hair.

—dJennifer Kao and Adam Liebling

Don't kill us, but we actually missed it too.

Well, yeah! See! (Laughs) It's impossible! When | do it again
by myself this way, I'm not even going to think about theatri-
cal. Number one, it's the cost of film and getting the prints
ready that ate up 75% of our money. And if we just focused on
shooting the movie and getting it ready for DVD, we're set. We
could've made this movie for $100,000 or even less, just think-
ing of DVD.

Is that the route you'll take next time? Straight to video?
Yep. Straight to DVD. Yep. I'm never going to think theatrical.
| remember a few years ago going to one of your read-
ings, and you mentioned you were working with Miramax
on a film, and the opening scene was going to be Christo-
pher Columbus landing in the US...

And being blasted to bits? (Laughs)

Exactly! What happened with that?

By the time Miramax bought and released Smoke Signals,
and we started developing Reservation Blues, they turned into
a whole different company. So they weren't really interested in
a tiny little film about Indians any more. So it was put in turn-
around and now I'm just waiting for the contract to run out so it
can be mine again.

So that's it for Hollywood?

1 worked on a few projects in Hollywood, and nothing ever
happened, so all | do now is script doctor on their stuff. Unless
I'm presented with a great opportunity to develop something
on my own, I'm not going to do it.

Do you still plan on making Reservation Blues into a
movie?

In the future, yeah. All by myself, with a little camera and do it
the way we did Fancydancing, but straight to DVD.

That's one of my favorite books of yours, actually.

Thank you. Yeah, it would be great. In some sense, what it
does is open up and become mine again. | might see if any-
one in LA is interested... because of Smoke Signals, because
it's Thomas and Victor again, it's a rock n' roll movie... I'll see
if anyone's interested.

| think it's a great premise, and | was wondering where
you came up with the idea for the book.

Oh, just frustrated rock star ambitions.

Do you play guitar?

No, not at all. Don't play anything. Can't sing either. | play bas-
ketball, that's as close as | get. | can dribble rhythmically.

As a straight man, what led you to incorporate gay pro-
tagonists in Fancydancing and The Toughest Indian?
Sort of the same thing — frustrated rock star ambitions.
(Laughs) Well, because homophobia is so huge in all of soci-
ety, especially in brown communities and the Indian world, it
was pretty much a political move. You know, slap my audi-



ence around. Knowing that a significant portion of Indians is read-
ing my books and seeing my movies, | wanted to go after homo-
phobia in the Indian world.
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and political actions. But the war with Iraq didn't prevent or
start anything. It was a completely predictable move. As far
back as October, a month after Septem-

How have most Indians received those
works?

Oh, uncomfortably.

Has anyone indicated to you that their views
of gays has changed after reading those
works?

Oh, no, no, no.

How did your wife receive those stories?
(Laughs) Well, the first time she saw me read,
before we met, her first question was, "Are you
straight?" So, | don't mind being mysterious and
ambiguous. (Laughs)

| was curious what you thought of Bowling
For Columbine?

| thought it was entertaining and fun. | liked it.
Did you think it was effective in changing
people’s views?

No. | don't think we change anybody's views. |
don't think people can change their minds about
guns... | think that's sort of genetic.

So it's just preaching to the converted?
Yeah. Nobody's minds will change. Perhaps if
someone's life was changed by gun violence,
say a dad with a gun in the house, and his kid
shoots himself or a friend, that probably would

“All I try fo do is portray
Indians as we are, in
creative ways. With
imagination and po-

etry. | think a lot of Na-
tive American litera-

ture is stuck in one
idea: sort of spiritual,
environmentalist Indi-
ans. And | want to por-
tray everyday lives. |
think by doing that, by
portraying the ordinary
lives of Indians, per-
haps people learn
something new.”

ber 11th, there were all sorts of conserva-
tive magazines and conservative theorists
who were advocating a war with Iraq
then. Everything followed a very predict-
able path. For anything to really change,
we need to do something unpredictable
and original and imaginative. The basic
need for retribution and revenge is primi-
tive. This war was just primitive. It was
fought with the latest technology, but its
motivations were primitive. It lacks the
poetry we're capable of, and people re-
acted primitively, from all across the politi-
cal spectrum.

When you protested, did you receive
any negative feedback?

All along, I've gotten negative responses
and hate mail and death threats. You
know, I'm a Commie-Pinko, cowardly,
yellow, anti-troop, anti-American, unpatri-
otic bastard.

What do you think Bush's legacy will
be?

| think it's going to be like Reagan's, in
the sense that people are going to re-

change his opinion on guns.

Yeah, but your books change a lot of people's ideas about
Indians...

Oh god, | would hope so! | don't know... Sometimes | feel like I'm
preaching to the converted, too.

Well, | don't know. | think you shed new light on the contempo-
rary life of Indians, especially in terms of the migration of Indi-
ans from reservations to cities. And many don't know anything
about modern Indian life, so your works are a learning experi-
ence for some, | would think.

Well, | hope so. All | try to do is portray Indians as we are, in crea-
tive ways. With imagination and poetry. | think a lot of Native
American literature is stuck in one idea: sort of spiritual, environ-
mentalist Indians. And | want to portray everyday lives. | think by
doing that, by portraying the ordinary lives of Indians, perhaps peo-
ple learn something new.

Do the white hippies piss you off? The ones who dress up like
Indians, talk about Mother Earth and weave dreamcatchers?

It used to make me angry, but now it just sort of amuses me. You
know, people who adopt other identities only want the good stuff.
Nobody ever says, "l want to be an Indian—I want to live in poverty!"
When you see a white person adopting Indian culture, you're really
looking at somebody treating the world like it's a shopping mall.
That's a great point. And you can say the same thing about
whites that think they're adopting the ghetto image.

Yeah, it's the mall of America.

| understand you protested the war against Iraq. Has your
stance changed since Iraq was quote-unquote liberated?
(Laughs) Iraq has not been liberated. It hasn't even begun! People
weren't dying in tens of thousands, like they're going to from starva-
tion and disease, unless things change rapidly and the Red Cross
and other humanitarian efforts are allowed to proceed fully. But in
protesting... it was funny. | could understand conservative re-
sponse to it, to anti-war protesting, but what really shocked me was
how many liberals were so angry at anti-war folks.

Well, | think liberals have become more conservative since
9/11...

The world is the same place it was on 9/10. The U.S. has changed,
but we still live in the same exact world. We are no more threat-
ened than we were before. But it's politically convenient for politi-
cians to make us feel afraid, so it can justify all sorts of economic
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member him as some sort of icon, and the reality of it is that
Reagan in the end had very little to do with what happened
during his administration. And it's going to be the same thing
here. Dubya has very symbolic value, but with little policy
value. After Reagan left the presidency, he wasn't on any
policy boards, he wasn't helping to define or control or pro-
mote conservative interests. That was due in some part to
his Alzheimer's, but also due to the fact that he's no intellec-
tual. And the same thing is going to happen with Dubya. His
shelf life is eight years, and his value will diminish greatly
after that until he exists merely as a symbol.

Would you say that most Indians are politically conser-
vative or liberal?

Socially conservative! By and large, Democrats support In-
dian issues, so we give our money to them, but Indians live
conservatively. They're Democratic politically, but Republi-
can in their personal lives. So they're pro-gun, pro-war, ho-
mophobic...

Sounds like suburbia-vote liberal and live conserva-
tively.

Yeah. | mean, there are not many differences between white
folks in a small farm town and Indians on a reservation.

| understand that you were the National Poetry Slam
Champion for a number of years...

Not quite the right term. | was Heavyweight Poetry Cham-
pion. National Poetry Slam is something different. The
Heavyweight Poetry Bout is between established literary
poets, "book poets", and the National Poetry Slam is more
oriented toward poetry performers and spoken word artists.
What | find remarkable about your writing is that you
always find new ways to describe modern Indian experi-
ence. Can you tell us about the creative process that
goes into your work?

(Laughs) It's not remarkable! We're human beings — human
beings are endless! Every moment that's ever happened in
any book or poem or story or movie happens on my tiny little
reservation, or in any other place. | could spend my entire
career on just one person's life.

What's your process when you sit down and write?

| just write and eventually it takes form. So I'm just writing
every day. Stories, pieces of novels, essays...
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Do you keep a 9 to 57

Oh, no. | tend to binge. So for a couple of weeks, I'll work 12-14
hours a day, and then | won't do anything for a couple of weeks.
How much of yourself do you put into your protagonists?
Increasingly less! It's funny, when Lone Ranger & Tonto Fistfight In
Heaven came out, | was so mad when people would call it autobio-
graphical. But | recently reread it and | thought, this is a memoir! So
with Ten Little Indians, there are just shades of myself, and in most
stories, nothing at all. | would consider Ten Little Indians a com-
pletely imaginative work.

With which of your protagonists would you most want to
spend a day with?

Thomas Builds-the-Fire.

Aw yeah! Is that the character you feel the most affinity with?

| used to... | guess | still do in some ways. | thought | identified
most strongly with him, but after Evan Adams played him in the
movie, now all | see is Evan. So I'm still Thomas, but Thomas is
Evan, Evan is Thomas. So it's all connected. So because | love
Evan so much, and | love Thomas so much, it's all in a bizarre love
triangle. (Laughs)

What are some projects that you haven't taken on yet, that you
would like to accomplish?

Stage play! I'd love to write one. Eventually I'll do that. And I'd love
to do a one-man show, defined as such.

Do you have any upcoming projects you'd like to share with
us?

I'm working on a mini-biography of Jimi Hendrix for HarperCollins,
and a memoir of my dad and my grandfather called Inventing My
Grandfather.

| understand that they were war veterans. Did that influence
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your view of war?

Oh yeah. My grandfather died at Okinawa in World War I, and
his wife died three months later, so my dad was an orphan. So
| was raised by a war orphan. There's no more powerful rea-
son to be against war than to be raised by a war orphan.

And your father was a veteran too, right?

Yes, he served in between Korea and Vietnam. Actually, he
was in the military and they found out he was the only son of a
soldier killed in action, and | guess there were military rules
that you couldn't serve if you're such a person, so they gave
him an honorary discharge.

Wow... To wrap up, what is something about you that your
average reader would be surprised to know?

Oh gosh... Umm... I'm addicted to crossword puzzles.

That's not a bad thing.

You want something bad?

Something juicy.

Umm... | have a semi-hairy chest. And | get mad at it. | hate it.
It looks floppy to me. So every three or four months | get angry
enough to the point where | shave it. And then | spend the next
two or three weeks scratching. So | just got a sample bottle of
that new Nair for Men, so I'm going to try that out. So there you
go — that's personal and gross.

Thank you! And thank you very much for taking the time
with us. We appreciate it.

You bet. Thank you very much!

Ten Little Indians is now available through Grove Press
and bookstores nationwide. For Sherman Alexie news and
speaking tour dates, go to fallsapart.com.




Point Line Plane

Point Line Plane play a wacky blend of futuristic synth pop
and scary hardcore. Answers by Nate Carson, who | as-
sume is in the band. —Adam Liebling

You mix hardcore punk and electronica, sort of reminding me
of Blue Oyster Cult, if BOC had mixed hardcore punk and elec-
tronica instead of playing their trademark brand of full-throttle
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Isn't it strange that Blue Oyster Cult never really achieved
mainstream, mega-platinum status? Would you happen to
know of any conspiracy that has kept them apart from
sharing the charts with Janet Jackson and Nirvana?

Maybe they should have tried heroin.

Point is first dimension. Line is second, and planes are in
the third dimension. Tell me Euclidian physics masters,
have you mastered the secrets of time travel, and if so,

guitar-driven rock n' roll. Were they
a conscious influence on your
music?

When | was 6, | used to run around
with an X-Wing Fighter in one hand,
blasting stormtroopers off the shelves
and cranking “Godzilla”. So I'd defi-
nitely call BOC an early influence.

Did you know that Blue Oyster
Cult's manager, Sandy Perlman, is
the one who applied the term
"heavy metal” to the music at hand?
If you could coin a term to describe
your music, what would it be?

| thought the term came from the Steppenwolf song Born to Be
Wild. Regardless, we are more influenced by metal than actually
playing it. There’s not really a good blanket term for what we do
other than “aging nerds with open minds and violent tendencies”.

Steppenwolf coined the term ("heavy metal thunder..."), but
Sandy applied it to the music at hand. Since your music is
wacky, are you able to translate your songs live? How would
you compare your live show to say, Extraterrestial Live by
Blue Oyster Cult?

Using the universal translator that we hand out at most shows, the
crowd is able to digest our music in earthly fashion. But our set is
far more comparable to the 1978 live B.O.C. album “Some En-
chanted Evening”.

What do you think Blue Oyster Cult meant when they sang,
"Ohh no, they say he's got to go. Go go Godzilla!"

| think they meant that he's in a little cage with a polka dot skirt go-
go dancing to Davie Allan and the Arrows. What do you think?

Is it true that Eric Bloom of Blue Oyster Cult is Howard Stern's
cousin?

Shit, | hope not for his sake. That could ruin BOC.’s otherwise un-
deniable street cred and could make it hard for them to garner un-
tainted critical acclaim on future albums.

Your music combines sci-fi elements, not unlike Fire of Un-
known Origin, Cultosaurus Erectus, and Agents Of Fortune.
Why are you ripping off Blue Oyster Cult?

Listen here, it's songs like Astronomy and Flaming Telepaths from
“Secret Treaties” that we're ripping off. We drew a line in the sand
after 1974.
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what does the future hold for Blue Oyster Cult?

Well my smart little friend, I'll have you know that
points have NO dimension, a line has ONE, and a
plane TWO. That puts us a grade ahead of you,
and at least one dimension behind. Back here in
Flatland, B.O.C. are still playing arenas and fucking
teenage groupies. Must suck up there in cyberzi-
nespace where you live.

Check out Point Line Plane's self-titled debut on
Xeroid Records (www.xeroidrecords.com) Visit the
band at www.pointlineplane.net.

BONUS INSULTING INTERVIEW
The ShiteHawks

ShiteHawks... so you admit you're a flying turd?
Niff: With plenty of crunch!

Your band is from Boston. Would you say you're more of
a drunken fratboy idiot, or a Good Will Hunting pretty boy
pussyfart?

Actually, apart from our drummer who grew up here, we're
more like those assholes that moved here to get a band going.

What can one expect from a ShiteHawks show, besides
intestinal cramps and assaults to the eardrums?

Beer, blood, aging punks & skins, and the anti-ShiteHawks.
And if you're lucky, we'll butcher an old ska or reggae classic
inna punk style.

Good lord, | hope I'm unlucky.. Would you take a batch in
the face to further your career?
Only if it was yours.

Well there goes my follow-up question. So, anyway, why
exactly are you wasting your time?

Heh... with this interview, or with the band? We'd do it all for
the kids, but all the clubs that don't kick us out when we play
are 21+, so that's out. We'd do it for the women, but there
aren't any women in punk rock, so that's out. I'd say free beer
but we drink more than they pay us, so that's out too. Must be
due to the fact that they'll give us microphones to annoy peo-
ple with when we're drunk, and that's good enough for me.

Alright, plug your shit.

Um... | hate this part. Go check out [site no longer exists—we’'ll
find out their site and post it on readmag.com] for all you need
to know. We've got crunch, we've got soul, we've got rock n
roll, and dammit... people hate us! Or at least they should.
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Norton

Bryan Kté’mkau:

What does your parents think about your act?
They like it but wish there were more incest references.
How was it being Lewis Black's bitch in jail?

Fine, he put his aggressive finger in my bum and wiggled it

like he does on the daily show.

What are Opie and Anthony doing these days?
Temping?

Enjoying the steady cash flow and waiting to go back on.
What was your favorite moment on the Opie and An-
thony show?

Fucking a girl over the toilet back by the offices.

Have you gotten any complaints about your comments

on Tough Crowd or with your stand up act?
Only people who've paid to see it because it stinks.
Have you ever seen Colin Quinn get drunk and
start sobbing about his life?

No, but he does get drunk and rape me.

How's your Dad, Don Rickles doing? *elbow,
elbow*

He's fine *good natured tussle*

Do you think Ozzy mania is going way over-
board? Isn't Kelly Osbourne a spoiled Brat?

No and no.

What type of music do you like besides Ozzy
and Black Sabbath? Do you like punk rock or
ska at all?

I only like ozzy and sabbath, with some old kiss
thrown in to straighten me out.

What's your take on censorship?

It blows.

How much are hookers nowadays?

A hundred bucks, unless they're trannys, then
they're fifty.

Do you regret anything you did in High School?
Yes, blowing the entire junior class.

Who influenced you more - Rodney Dangerfield, An-
drew Dice Clay, or Benito Mussolini?

My biggest comic influences are Rich Vos' hands.

Have any good groupie stories?

No, | am an ugly nothing.

What's your take on the Iraq war?

| love it. Go team.

Jim Norton does stand up, acts, and you can see on
Comedy Central’s Tough Crowd with Colin Quinn.
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Ann Beretta

Interview by Adam Liebling

You guys are a bunch of southern gents from Richmond,
right? Why are people from the South so nice? Is it the
soothing effect of NASCAR?

Rob: | think southern kids are so polite because we're raised
that way. We're brought up to say "yes ma'am", "no sir",
"please", "thank you" - all that stuff. It's just how we are.

So what is there to do in Richmond, besides sex with the
livestock and rockin out to GWAR?

There's tons to do in Richmond - hang out, drink beer, play
songs.. Front porches are big in Richmond - everyone hangs
out on front porches to watch girls, play guitar, drink beer,
whatever. And | don’t think anyone in Richmond really listens
to Gwar anymore - they're not even allowed to play in Rich-
mond as Gwar anymore due to obscenity laws.

You recently switched from Lookout! to Canada’s Union
Label Group. Is there anything in your contract that forces
you to listen to Rush?

So far so good. It's still early in the game to say, but everyone
at UNION is great, very supportive and into the new record
which is great. Our big problem with Lookout! was that they
just didn’t promote our last record - it just made us not even
want to put out records anymore if we were going to work so
hard on them and tour to support them just to be on a label that
wouldn’t put the same effort into promoting the record. It just
really sucked and we felt like we didn’t have anyone in our cor-
ner. We don't feel that way anymore and that's totally
cool...and no, we don't have to listen to rush - we just do.
Your brand of punk rock has a lot of ginger and snap.
How did you go from being nice Richmond kids to such
peppy whippersnappers?

| don’t know. | guess us nice guys
just need to vent too.

| was listening to the song
“Fire In The Hole” and sud-

| denly it hit me — the song is

4 about being sodomized, right?
You have to be kidding - that

& song is such a long story that
.| we're all so tired of telling... The
complete story is available at

| lookoutrecords.com. [Note: could-
n't find the story—Ed.]

Have you ever been sued by a
real Ann Beretta?

Never been sued by anyone
named Ann Beretta, but we do
meet girls all the time named
Ann. We thought about turning

| her into a comic book but haven't
had the resources yet. Hopefully
soon. A friend of ours has actu-
ally drawn a few versions of the
character - kind of a Tank Girl but even more of a bad ass.
What’s your craziest experience with the Masons and/or
llluminati?

Never had any run-ins that | know of, but that's the thing about
those secret societies - you never really know if you're having a
run-in with them or not.

Which bands should call it quits?

| couldn’t possibly tell you that without instant bad karma
Should the South rise up again?

Dude, | rise in the south every day.

Plugizzle your shiznizzle.

NEW RECORD OUT OCT 21st- on the UNION LABEL titled
THREE CHORD REVOLUTION- BUY IT !t



Moneen

Interview by Adam Liebling

Moneen are considered the Rush of Emocore. Was your
Toronto power rock brethren an influence?

Kenny Bridges (vocals/guitar): Well, if | ever started sounding
like Geddy then that
means someone has
already kicked me in
the crotch for the rea-
son that I tell people,
"If we ever sound like
Rush...kick me in the
crotch.”

Is Moneen hot or not:
www.hotornot.com/
m/?keyword=moneen

So | went to the site
and | felt kind of
dirty...It felt like the
girls knew that people
were looking at
them...so | cannot tell if
we are hot or not be-
cause | had to close
my eyes and let my mom go through the site. But | did find this
book called: Hanurilla moneen makuun: harmonikasoiton har-
rastajat Suomessa. by Antti Juvonen- great book. it is about the
dancing doggies who wear the potato with the dim sum.

Moneen loves the kids.

Umm.. yeah. Your music is complex, layered, multifaceted.
Why? What's wrong with just a couple of power chords and
a tambourine?

Well, we tried that but we broke the tambourine and the power
went out....of the chords that is!!l HA HA HAll! We like different
things...if we played normal stuff then we would be normal
along with it...and Ricky Fitz would never hang out with us.

I don't know who that is. Are you very emotional because
you're from Canada?

Canada is a very emotional place...emotional igloos with emo-
tional moose. An emotional leader and emotional goose. We
can be sappy at times, but we get angry you know...real an-
gry...we smash stuff...ya! If you were tied up and gagged with
dirty socks and made to watch your parents die... then you
would go through the same emotional trauma as we did!! ...Wait
that never happened... Alright we will stick with the first
one...we are just sappy.

You mentioned Canada. Have you ever spotted Bigfoot?
Is Bigfoot Canadian? If so then...umm, yes...yes we have. He
actually is not an animal, just a dude who rolled through some
furry dirt.

Whatever happened to ClipTrip on MuchMusic? | miss
Diego, man.
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Clip Trip is still there | thought...| saw my man of the world
recently on tv.. are you making fun of the fact that our music
station actually plays music for people other than 10 year
olds? Or the fact that our music station play music at all?!?

Would you rather drink a cup of your own sperm or a
quart of someone else's urine?

| am very scared by this question...not because of the ques-
tion though...but because |
really can't decide.

What's a song you'd
love to cover, but the
rest of the band is like
‘no way"?

Since | don't know how to
play any other songs all
the way through (not to
mention our own songs), if
| could play through any
they would be happy for
me. | can do a mean ren-
dition of the Titanic
song...near far where ever
you are...oh celine...a
bany would have broke
you.

Who in the band is most likely to die from an STD?

What the hell is that???? Well | hope any of them.. | mean
anyone but me...I mean no one...oh my!

Who would you rather spend a day with: lan Mackaye
or the TATU girls?

Now here is question! Well...both would be great to hang
with... On one hand...l could learn a lot about the way of the
straight edge and punk rock from Mr. Mackaye which would
be amazing...but think about what | could learn about girls
from just watching them make out for an afternoon!

Tell us about the one that got away.

| got her back.

Plug your shit.

(low mono tone voice) We have a new album...it is
great...buy it now...it is on Vagrant Records...Vagrant Re-
cords is cool...you want to be cool...people like people that
are cool...be cool...be cool...buy the record...bye.

| want to be cool. | will buy your record.

Thanks yo!!! That was a lot of fun.. | like fun...Keep in touch
let me know when this gets put up. Great questions... crazy
man.

Moneen's new album "Are We Really Happy With Who

We Are Right Now?" is out on Vagrant Records. Visit
Moneen at www.moneen.com



Readmag.com

Mike McColgan of the Street Dogs

Interviewed by Bryan and Matt Kremkau

What made you get back into playing music again?
| got back into music because of a one Jeff
"The Shark" Erna. Jeff, who is the drummer
of Street Dogs, called me up about a year
and a half ago and asked me if | was up for
singing in on some songs with him and Rob
Guidotti, our guitar player. And | of course
said yes because | have history with Jeff
because we played together a long time ago
in Dropkick Murphys. Plus | had never really
stopped writing lyrics even though | dropped
off the radar screen for awhile. | basically
had a yen to get back in to playing and writ-
ing and the call from Jeff was just the push |
needed.

How did the Street Dogs get together?
The answer to question one really is the
answer to question two, but in the interest of
adding a little more to it... When myself, Jeff
and Rob had been playing for awhile, we
decided to record a demo just to see if there
was any interest out there for what we were
doing. Much to our surprise, there was a
significant amount of interest so we added a bass player, Michelle
Paulhaus (currently the bass player for the Dents), and she played
some area shows with us, but due to her commitment with the
Dents she could not commit to us fully, so we went with Johnny
Rioux (former bass player for Elmer, the Bruisers, Roger Miret and
the Disasters, Mike Ness) and we have been pleased with our di-
rection and music ever since. We signed to Crosscheck Records, a
punk and hardcore based imprint of CMH records, which is a coun-
try and bluegrass label. Our debut album Savin Hill comes out Sep-
tember 23,2003.

Are you still working as a firefighter? If so, is it something that
has lived up to your expectations?

I am still currently employed as a Boston firefighter and the job has
totally exceeded my personal expectations. | am very pleased and
content with the job. It's a very rewarding profession helping others.

Have you ever rescued an old lady on the floor and she said
"I've fallen and | can't get up?"

| have helped out a significant amount of old ladies who have had
medical ailments or conditions but | haven't had it happen were an
old lady has told me that she has fallen and she can't get up.

What was the worst job you ever had?

The worst job | ever had was washing dishes at a nursing home
when | was 14. It was too hot in the kitchen and the dishes just
never seemed to stop because the nursing home was huge. It
sucked arse let me tell ya!

Do you still talk to members of the Dropkick Murphys?

| keep in contact with Ken and every now and then | bump into Matt
at Boston Bruins games during the winter. Myself, Ken and Matt
are all huge Boston Bruins fans. So every now and then we go to a
game or two together.

Would the Street Dogs ever play some shows with DKM? Or
do you want to disassociate yourself with them and just con-
centrate on your own band?

| would not rule out playing with DKM as | am honestly a fan of the
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band even though | have left the group. | never anticipated that
| wouid listen to and love the band once | left, but | have and |
think Al Barr has more than filled my shoes and Ken's produc-
tion on the records Sing Loud Sing Proud and Blackout is noth-
ing short of phenomenal. | do, however, want the Street Dogs
music to stand out on its own and not be a carbon copy of the
time period of when | was in DKM. | am con-
fident that our music will stand out on its

| own and give us our own distinctive identity
separate from DKM. Also, | do not want to
disassociate ourselves from DKM in the
fraternal sense because we mutually back
one another as bands. But musically, yes, |
want there to be a difference and distinction.

Was it weird at first, playing shows and
recording your CD since you've been out
of the game for awhile?
| It's funny you ask that because | totally an-
| ticipated a heavy amount of rust with my
B voice and stage presence and early on

| there was some, particularly at one of our
earliest shows as a band at a venue called
The Pond in Cambridge, MA. But beyond
that show, the band had more rehearsals
and shows and | found my voice became
much stronger than ever before and | felt
way more at home up on stage. So when
we did record our debut album, the band
went above and beyond our humble expectations and we are
pleased with the results and hopefully other people will be too.

What kind of songs can we look for on your debut album?
Songs about confrontation, songs about work, songs about
relationships, songs about motivation, songs touching ever so
slightly on personal politics, and finally, songs about booze.

Do the Street Dogs play straight-up punk rock because
there are too many Celtic rock bands out there now?

We played punk driven and influenced rock and roll because
that is what we wanted to do. That was the "only" reason we
made our album that way. If we wanted to go Celtic we would
have. If we wanted to do metal we would have. If we wanted to
do hardcore we would have. Street Dogs will do whatever the
hell we want musically, we will not be pigeon-holed at all.

This might be hard to answer—do you have one band that
you couldn't stop listening to when you were growing up?
The answer to this question is easy! The one band that | con-
stantly listened to growing up and still do is the Clash. | have
every album, | know every word, every grunt, yell and guitar
driven salvo by the only band that mattered!

How do you think the Bruins will do this year?

(GO RANGERS!)

Well, my friend, this is our year, not the overpaid and under
producing rangers year! It has not happened since 1972 that
the Boston B's raised Lord Stanley and | believe this is our
year! Honestly, | am just praying for Jeremy Jacobs, the Bruins
owner, to go out and get the three missing ingredients for the
B's: Goaltending, Defense, and One more goal scorer!!!

Do you have anything to plug?

Of course | do, go out and buy Street Dogs debut album Savin
Hill on September 23! Give the Dogs a chance! Plus we don't
bite and we are house-broken! Also check out Street Dogs'
website: www.street-dogs.com
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The A.K.A.s are the hottest band since
Foghat. SPOJ’s Bryan Kremkau spoke with
vocalist Mike Ski about their hot new sound

and hot new album, soon to hit your hot 99¢ bin.

Who are you and what do you do in the band?
Hello, My name is Mike Ski... | sing for The A.K.A.s. It's nice
to meet you.

| know bands hate this, but could you give us a some his-
tory about the AKAs?

Bands really hate this? Maybe that's because they secretly
hate their own bands. | love my band, and | loved History be-
cause | had an amazing professor. He would bang his head
on the chalkboard until he would almost fall down. It was ru-
mored that he lived in his office and slept on the floor until he
was eventually fired for his unruly appearance and crass
teaching style. It still makes me mad to this day because |
think he was the best teacher | ever had. | think he was drunk
most of the time. Anyway, The A.K.A.s started when my good
pal Lukas and | began to grow musically restless. | had been
previously engaged in a fulltime band that had recently met its
demise, so | was freaking out with nothing going on. | could
hardly go to a show without bumming because | wanted to
play again so badly. Also, | felt a strong urge to have some
kind of voice in a time where | felt that punk and rock and roll
was becoming very watery, when so many important things
were going on in the world. Chad (our favorite bassist in the
world) worked in the mailroom at my old job and | saw him
walking down the street one day and asked him to rock. Nina
(our lovely and talented lady on the keys) was Lukas' old
roomie (of the homegirl type, not the banging type.) Bobby
was an old compadre from back in my home town and was
easily coerced into joining our quest and moved to the big city
to fulfill his dreams of thumping drums in a rock and roll outfit.
We wrote some songs, made a demo, played a bunch of
shows, and now here we are.

Who would you say is more your influence: David Hassel-
hoff or MC Hammer?

| would have to say that neither is an influence in almost any
remote way | could imagine. MC Hammer could dance, but he
fucked it all up with his solid gold water faucets. | would say
that Chuck D from Public Enemy is my biggest influence. |
always thought he was a really revolutionary artist for his time
and genre. He was one of the first rappers to take on the state
of his own music form and flew in the face of his peers and
critics, took on the government, the CIA, FBI, big companies
like Nike and Alcohol and Tobacco companies for targeting
minorities and lower class neighborhoods. Somehow though,
they always made great songs that were fun to listen to. | met
him a couple years ago when | was on tour... he was sitting in
a restaurant eating with Professor Griff and a big posse.
When they were done eating | went up and introduced myself
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and he was totally cool. | was scared to death that he was
going to be a dick, but he was awesome. | always love
when someone uses their voice for something bigger than
themselves.

How was recording your first full length?

Recording our record was a very dichotomic experience. It
was tons of fun at times, other times it was very frustrating
and hard work. We all made time in between our regular
jobs here in the big apple, so over weeks it was like double
duty everyday which can be very tiresome, so it is a record
made in a desperate fit. It was also the most time any of us
have ever spent making a record, so it was a learning ex-
perience having such a huge project on our hands and
working with such a talented producer. Tim O'Heir was
really fun to make a record with, he was always pushing us
to do our best, and | think that's what we got. | was sick the
entire time, coughing up giant balls of green slime in be-
tween takes. | think | drank about 20 gallons of tea and a
lake's worth of H20. Ultimately we feel really proud of our-
selves for making a record that we think is pretty fucking
awesome. We were on tour when the record was getting
mixed and driving back to NYC to pick up mixes every other
night. There was a time when we heard the song "Always
On" and everyone was smiling. | think it was Nina that com-
mented that it was the first time that she knew if she wasn't
in the band, she would think we ruled.

If | had messy hair and wore black clothing, could | be
in the band?
Dear Sir,

Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding a position
as a member of The A.K.A.s. Although your messy hair and
black clothes seem to make you a qualified candidate for
our team of professionals, we regret to inform you that due
to a sluggish economy in a post 9/11 recession, we are not
currently accepting any new associates.

However, our hardworking staff has provided the following
information that will hopefully aid you in leaving behind your
unfruitful career as an under-appreciated music writer:

1: Keep the all black clothing, shave your head and join
Alkaline Trio.

2: Keep the all black clothing, become a vampire and
join A.F.L

3: Move to Williamsburg and start a mediocre band,
you're sure to be famous.

We wish you the best of luck. Thank you again for your
inquiry.

Sincerely, The A K A.s

Who was your favorite character on Saved By The Bell?
I never really watched it much... | remember that the girls
were pretty hot. The one was in that horrible stripper movie
right? Oh god, and poor Screech. Talk about typecasting
yourself. Fuck, now I'm all depressed.
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What other styles of music to you like to listen to? F o I I
I think I'm the kind of kid who is constantly starved for music.
I'm way too broke to buy records very often, so when | find a to do this interview

new band that I like, | will listen to that record for months. |
enjoy a lot of punk, rock and roll, some hardcore, and early
hip hop (circa Run DMC/Eric B & Rakim), but I'll listen to
anything that speaks to me. | find myself listening to a lot of

questions by Bryan and Adam

Um, who the fuck are you?
My name is Jon and | lay down vocal-bangs for Folly. You can

the records | bought when | was 14 lately and loving it. Dead call me "Frenchy the Fries" or "Cheesey the steakies.” | am a
Kennedys, Angry Samoans, Hanoi Rocks. As a band, we young man.

have really diverse musical tastes and interests, everything

from Radiohead to Randy, which I'm listening to right now. What kind of crappy music do you play?

As Ice T said: "l feel sorry for anyone who only listens to one We consider our music a good background music for calf-
form of music." roping, bingo, and other buffoonery. Typically the rock and/or

roll is also good for fucking people to.
How is your band different from the many other bands

out there today? | had sex with your mom last night. That's not a question,
We sometimes describe ourselves as ideologically reaction- so much as a statement of fact.

ary, meaning that most of the time, we are reacting to what's My mother died in a car accident several years ago. | know
going on around us. Right now is a time where we are con- you didn't know that and perhaps you wouldn't have brought

that up if you did know it, and | really won't hold that against
you. However, meany, if you did your research before your
interview, you wouldn't ruin someone's day.

stantly bombarded and inundated with whatever is hot at the
moment. The music becomes increasingly derivative and the
content is more of a 2nd generation cliché. This inherently
makes us different because whatever it is that is going on at
a given moment, we're usually acting out against it. At press
time, we're currently under invasion by thousands of anony-
mous, faceless emo boy bands and super hipper than hip

Yeah right. Do you think your music will improve when
you grow some pubes?
| shit my pants in front of the toilet.

self-important _bad art soundtra(_:ks. As a _result, our record is Who would you say is more your influence: Bacon Broth-
not a weepy diary nor an experimental trip on a time ma- ers, Pat Boone, or Kids of Widney High?

chine, more like a musical middle finger. We are constantly None of the aforementioned. | would say that most of our col-
at war with trying to have fun in such a depressing musical lective influences come from the most obscure late 80Q's/early
time. We are in constant search for like-minded bandfolk to 90's major league baseball players. For instance, Arben owes
create an unstoppable posse of bros and birds. Send your his being to the talents and endowment of one such Matt
applications to www.theAKAs.com Nokes. | go with Chris Sabo, perhaps Ron Dibble.

What's the worst movie you've ever seen? Bernard Gilkey should smack you upside the head.
Charlie's Angels 2: Full Throttle. It was like if someone asked Besides Folly, what band should throw in the towel?

All of those pussy ska bands, fuck them all. RUDEBOYS ARE

the most creepy readers of MAXIM magazine to describe the
STUPID.

top 10 situations they would most like to whack off to and
made a really expensive, dumb movie tying those situations

together as the plot. No argument here. What member of your band do you

find extremely hot?
Without a single doubt in my mind, and as all the ladies agree,

Do you think it was right to broadcast the pictures of Anthony "The tones that men will forever make" Wille. The

Saddam’s dead sons, Boo-tay and Sa Da Tay? young man has an amazing, magical way with his... fingers.

I'm not surprised by anything the media will do these days to

ensure the majority of our country is made up of fucking How much are gay hookers nowadays?

weirdos. "Boo-yaaaaah!" | am not entirely sure of GAY hookers YET, but from what an
old friend who frequented Vancouver told me, a $5 blowjob is

If | said you had a beautiful body would you take your not out of the question. He told me he once held back the hair

pants off and dance around a little? of a hooker who went to town on a bellboy's business in the

Probably. As long as you promise to like it. back alley of a hotel.

Got anything to plug? (Tours, Cds, Etc.) You suck, what are you going to do about it sucky?

Of course we do! Our debut album “White Doves & Smoking The only domestic animal not mentioned in the Bible is a cat.

Guns” hits the streets September 9th on Fueled by Ramen Rabbits and horses can not vomit. Scorpions can withstand

200 times more nuclear radiation than humans. The United

Records (fueledbyramen.com) and vinyl on Law of Inertia t )
States has never lost a war in which mules were used. Crazy!

Records (lawofinertia.com). We're taking off on tour to
spread the virus starting on September 5th (Dates at:
theakas.com or fueledbyramen.com). In the meantime,
thanks so much for taking the time to interview us and if any-
one is reading this... thanks to you as well. You might just If you're bored, check out Follynj.com
love our record. Peep it.

Plug your poo will ya!
Goshen sucks!

Last minute update: Folly just signed with
Triple Crown Records! (tnplecrownrecords.com)
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DANNY WOOD

No Longer A Kid

How difficult has it been to shed the NKOTB image?

It is more difficult for other people. | feel that by making this re-
cord and doing live gigs, | have al-
ready shed the image. | have been
shedding the image since the group
broke up.

What can you tell us about your
new album, Second Face?

It is basically a rock record with pop
flavors. Every song is about some-
thing | went through. It's personal.

Some of the songs on Second
Face are about male-female rela-
tionships, but they could also be
about the record industry. Your
thoughts?

That is funny you noticed that be-
cause | wrote about one thing and
people interpret a completely differ-
ent way. | love that. That is what
good music is about - leaving it up
to the listener.

What was it like performing again after such a long break?

| felt complete, finally. Nkotb was a great learning experience and
| am very proud of what we did, but creatively it was not the kind
of music | was listening to or wanting to do. This record is from
my heart, so to get up on stage and be able to have opportunity
to make people believe what | am singing is incredible.

What have you been up to these past few years?

Making this record and getting through some tough times - fight-
ing for and winning custody of my son, my mom being diagnosed
with breast cancer and passing away. It's all there in the songs
on the album.

What is it like, being in a group like NKOTB, in terms of your
creative freedom and dealings with the industry? Did you
have any say in regards to songwriting, touring, etc? Were
you forced to uphold a certain image?

There was almost no creative freedom. We had a producer who
wrote almost all the songs. | took full advantage of learning to
engineer, write and produce. With the tour we definitely controlled
what we did. In a lot of instances we were forced to do things.
For example, our Xmas album.

In the States, NKOTB were considered clean-cut, but over-
seas, you guys were viewed as a bunch of rowdy hooligans.
And apparently you've got the stories to back that up. Tell us
some crazy groupie stories!

We were always crazy city boys. The media in the States made
us clean cut. Once a girl broke into my room and waited for me
naked. There are too many stories-we would have to talk about it.

You were always the "quiet one" or the "mysterious one",
like the George Harrison of the group. Is it true that the quiet-
est are the wisest?

| don’t know. | know | learned the most. | can sit in my studio
and make music, cut my own vocals, make a finished record on
my own.
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Which New Kid did you secretly hate the most?
Jon; | never hated him, | just thought he was never cut out to
be in the music business.

What was the single greatest experience you had while in
the New Kids?

The greatest was performing in Chile, for 100,000 kids singing
all our songs. It was an Amnesty Interna-
tional show.

Fame is like a reverse bungee chord -
you get shot up fast and then snap back
down. Was it difficult dealing with the

. backlash?

L No, | am a city boy. We have thick skin.

Do you think young teens should be sub-
. jected to that amount of fame and public
scrutiny?

No.

. Have you spoken with Backstreet Boys
. or N'Sync about these issues?
. No.

. What advice do you have for future
young pop stars?

Get a good lawyer? People will line up to rip you off.

First thing that comes to mind when you hear:

Britney Spears—pop
Marky Mark—who
Cannibal Corpse—heavy
Ska—reggae
MTV—control

What are five things that make you happy, and five things
that piss you off?

MAKE ME HAPPY:

1. family and friends

2. performing live

3. music

4. being creative

5. hitting the heavy bag

PISS ME OFF:

1. music industry bull shit
2. unaccountable people
3. lies

4. jealousy

5. closed-minded people

List five things most people would be surprised to know
about you.

1. Determined
2. Disciplined
3. Tough

4. Sexual

5. Pissed off

When is the Danny Wood punk rock album coming out?
Never.

Danny Wood’s new album “Second Face” is available every-
where through Empire Musicwerks/Damage/BMG. Visit Danny
at www.dannywood.com.
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| once read an interview with Rush
from the mid-80s, and in the intro, the
journalist sums up the atypical rock
band with this observation: “Rush
prefers to dabble in art than in drugs.”
| wouldn’t (and couldn’t) say the
same about the Bouncing Souls, but
that phrase came to mind when Jen-
nifer and | sat down to interview
them. Even though they’re one of the
best punk bands today, they're just
not your typical punk band.

For an hour, the Souls (minus Mi-
chael the drummer who was doing
sound check) answered our pesky
questions thoughtfully and conversa-
tionally. Even though they got to the
club late because their van broke
down, and even though they were
hungry, they never complained. Even
though there was a huge bin of beer,
they never got out of their seats to
fetch a can.

Pete, guitar, and Greg, vocals, are
the two most mellow, soft-spoken
punk rockers | have interviewed.
Brian, bass, is the most charismatic
of the group, but was also laid back,
friendly, and without punk rock airs.
It's hard to imagine that a few hours
later these people would take to a
stage and drive the sold-out crowd
into a moshing, singalong frenzy.

The interview begins with us retelling
the story of running into Pete at our
wedding DJ's office (long story).
Brian asks about our engagement...

—Adam Liebling & Jennifer Kao

Brian: Let's see your ring!

Jennifer: | left it at home...

Adam: We were scared the punks would
steal it for crack.

B: Those damn dirty diamond-stealing
punks!

A: Pete, how was your wedding?

Pete: It was awesome.

Greg: | had an awesome time. He had
the best DJ. Played great music.

J: What was the highlight of the wed-
ding?

G: The music! And I'm not just saying
that because you're picking the same DJ.
P: The highlight was when our friend
Jody and Michael, our drummer, went
out on the dance floor for “| Like Big
Butts” and did this routine that was...

G: Bordering on pornographic!

P: It was bordering on porn and it was
not rehearsed and totally off the cuff and
amazing. It was like Dance Fever.

B: God, | wish | could have seen it. | left
after the service—I had pneumonia.

P: He was the best man, and he came
through.

A: Did you teleconference in or some-
thing?

B: Yeah, | phoned in the speech (laughs)
P: You can't even laugh, because he
was on his death bed.

A: Was it weird having a bunch of punks
hanging out with your grandmother?

G: We're used to it! It's our life!

B: It was kind of cool, really. Worlds col-
liding is a lot of fun.

G: | love that.

A: So | take it your families are suppor-
tive of this loud, harsh music you play?
B: They don't really rock out to it as
much as we do, but hey, they support us
at this point. We're years beyond “Oh, it's
a phase.” They got through that—it was
a phase for them. They accepted it.

A: Would you allow your own kids to
follow the same path?
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B: Whatever they want to do, I'll tell them
they should do it.

A: Let's talk about the documentary. How
long did it take to put together?

G: It was process spanning over ten
years. It has years and years of footage,
but the editing took a good three or four
months. We originally had a three-hour
version of the documentary, but had to
cut a lot out.

A: Is there anything you wish you
could’ve kept in?

G: Oh yeah. There was a ton of old foot-
age... like Ambervision...

A: What's Ambervision?

G: It was, like, Pete and Bryan cruising
into a truckstop, and | followed them with
a camera. And they were “being dudes”
shopping for Ambervision—the sun-
glasses. Really not much more to it...
They'd try them on, go into the bathroom
and look at themselves.

B: Fuck! | haven't seen that in years!

A: Watching all the outtakes and home
movies, it's like you guys should’ve done
a public access skit show, or something.
B: Yup! We could’'ve. We have friends
who have that exact thing on cable. And
it's just skits and whatever they come up
with and it's called the Slack Pack.

A: Is there anything in the final documen-
tary that you regretted saying?

P: We cut all those things out. (laughs)
B: There’'s more stuff that | wish |
could’'ve said. Like, 1 wanted to talk about
the truck now. We had a whole big dedi-
cation to the Hovelpod, which is awe-
some, but we have a box truck that we've
been living in for the past 200,000 miles.
A: The Hovelpod Mach 2?

B: Yeah, this would have to be part two
of the Hovelpod. | wish the old girl
could’'ve made it in there...

A: Did you originally pitch the documen-
tary to Epitaph?

G: | thought about it for one minute, and
decided to do it ourselves.

B: It's too “ours”. Like, they put our re-
cords out and they own them. They
would own the DVD.

A: Let's talk about the new album. It's of
course much darker, much more brood-
ing. Are you guys becoming emo?
(laughs)

G: No!

B: Not even close!

P: It's darker and more personal but |
wouldn't say it's emo. It has emotion, but
it's not emo. But we've always had those
moments, ever since the first record.

A: You guys have always had a very..
Umm.. What's that word? Starts with a
wW?

J: Woeful?

G: Waffle?

B: Wonderful?

P: Wowing?

B: Wild?



P: Wicked?

A: Yes, all of those, but... ah screw it. [|
was actually thinking of “wistful’] Are you
guys happy with the entire shebang?

B: Yeah, it's perfect.

A: Your best one?

B: At the moment.

J: | noticed the cover art is very different,
and a departure from your other albums.
Was it done in a different way or by some-
one else?

B: No, it was done by me; I've done all the
covers. Somewhere around the end of the

someone on the toilet or something. And
really, what can one say about such a
thing?

G: You're like, okaaaay...

B: | once played a show naked, so these
guys definitely had to stand on stage
and play a show with me naked.

J: Who among the bands you know
have the hottest groupies?

P: Us.

A: You can’'t have groupies!

P: You can have groupies, you just
can't, like, touch them or anything.

process of writing the songs,
| come up with a... | try to
visualize the record. Around
the time the record starts to
take shape, | try to find it in
my mind visually. And this is
what this record looked like.
So | pictured it, and | was
like, this has to be done with

Pete: But every few
months, at a show we'll
hear someone in the
crowd scream out: “IRISH
DRINKING SONG!!
PLAY IT!!” And it's not

B: I'm just trying to
think if | know any
metal bands, cuz
they always get the
hottest groupies.

P: The Explosion
have model hipster
groupies.

B: Yeah, that's true.

oil paints. Thus, | couldn’'t do | €Ve€N us! _ _ Cutting edge group-
it in my usual graphic, two- Jen: Does it sound like ies.
dimensional comic-y style. | | you guys? P: Yeah, fashion

don’t know, it needed to be
dark.

A: Have you thought about
directing any Souls videos?
B: Ummm... | don’t know.
A: Maybe create cool stage
sets with giant flaming

Brian: It doesn’t sound
remotely like us. And peo-
ple are like, that's the best
song you guys ever wrote!
Um, thanks?

groupies.

J: Like the Strokes.
Metrosexuals.

B: Metrosexuals!
Good one!

J: Have you guys
spent more time in

skulls?
G: Not that kind of dark! Not AF| dark!

A: No black mascara?

G: Little cages with us in straightjackets...
B: Bats! | love bats, though. But it's not
spooky like Halloween spooky, it’s like dark
| might kill myself dark.

A: Are you still doing graffiti?

B: A little bit.. Just like tagging bathroom
walls in clubs, throwing up little Bouncing
Souls things.

J: Name five reasons why Kate is great.
G: She’s really good at math.

P: She loves us... even though we totally
suck sometimes.

G: That's the best part about Kate.

A: Suck personally?

P: Just as a unit.

B: Yes, suck as an organization, or lack
thereof. (laughs)

G: She helps us communicate better.

B: She has pretty hair. She’s more manly
than any of us when needed to be. She
could kick any one of our asses.

A: Has she ever defended you guys?
Beaten anyone up?

B: | think if shit went down, Kate would be
there. Kate would not be running into a
corner, she would break a bottle and cut
someone’s face open with it.

J: Have you ever seen each other naked?
(laughs)

G: We caught glimpses here and there...
B: You kinda look and you're like uhhh, |
didn’t see that... (laughs)

P: If you're on tour, you might walk in on

California since
you’re on Epitaph?

G: | live there. Lived there for about
three years.

J: Wow, what do you think of it?

G: | like the weather. There’s not a lot to
it, as far as socially, that | care much
about.

J: What part of California do you live in?
G: In Los Angeles, in the valley.

J: So | imagine you know how to drive..
G: Yeah, I'm just getting to know my way
around after being there for so long. You
know, anywhere it's hit and miss as far
as people. You find people that are cool,
you find people that aren't.

J: What made you move out to LA?

G: Well, | had a girlfriend out there, and
we have since gotten married.

J: Ohhh, congratulations! So you're the
surfer in the band, then? How did you
get into surfing?

G: When | can, yeah. | always loved the
ocean, and in the early 90s, we actually
moved in with a friend Matt O’'Brien, and
he surfed, so he’s kind of my surfing
mentor.

A: Have you guys ever read something
in print or on a website about you that
was completely wrong?

B: On Napster, or any file-sharing thing,
there's a song called “The Irish Drinking
Song” by the Bouncing Souls that we
never wrote.

P: It was like a ska-Dropkick Murphys
mix. It might be Voodoo Glowskulls, |
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think. But every few months, at a show
we'll hear someone in the crowd scream
out: “IRISH DRINKING SONG!! PLAY
IT!” And it's not even us!

J: Does it sound like you guys?

B: It doesn’t sound remotely like us. And
people are like, that's the best song you
guys ever wrote! Um, thanks?

A: But have you ever read stuff like, “I
went to the Bouncing Souls show last
night and they were such assholes and
they kicked my friend’s ass!”

G: It happens very rarely, put sometimes
something will leak through.

B: The only misconception is that Greg is
wasted.

P: | hear that ALL the time!

B: Yeah, that's like every kid | meet,
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