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What sort of person is the average woman delegate attending the 

Democratic National Convention? According to Harriet Cipriani, Director 

of Women's Activities of the Democratic National Committee, she is 

well educated, employed outside the home and probably attending her 

first national political convention.

Of the 3075 delegates attending this year's Democratic National 

Convention, 341, are women. This is slightly less than the 40% who at­

tended in 1972, but considerably above the 1^ of women delegates who 

participated in the 1968 Democratic National Convention.

"It is important to study these figures in terms of a long-range 

trend," said Mrs. Cipriani. "The relatively high percentage of women in 

1972 was due to the quota system used in the delegate selection process 

in many states. However, this year women have had to contest men for 
 •

delegate slots as equals, with no special treatment and with quotas 

expressly forbidden. We are disappointed that the number of women delegates 

has slipped a bit since 1972, but we are encouraged by the 21% increase 

since 1968."

Questionnaires completed by the delegates reveal that 65% are 

between the eges of 35 and 60; 281, are between 18 and 35; and 7% are over 

60. Eighty-seven percent have attended college, with 271, holding college 

degrees and 23% having advanced degrees. Nine percent have done some 

graduate Work.
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Three-fourths of the women are employed outside the home, either full 

or part-time. Teaching is their chief occupation. As might be expected, 

occupations range from secretary, bookkeeper, real estate saleswoman, interior 

decorator and antique dealer to broker, factory worker, waitress, systems 

analyst and editor and food inspector. Several own their own businesses.

Although there is great diversity in age and occupation among the women 

delegates, an overwhelming 86% are active in Democratic Party activities.

For 75% of the women, the sessions in Madison Square Garden will mark 

their first experience as a national convention delegate. The remainder have 
 

served previously, either as a delegate or an alternate. Ten state delega­

tions are headed-by women.

Thirty-seven percent of the women have run for public office. Of that 

number, most have been candidates for the state legislature. Others have run 

for county, city or town positions. Twenty-one percent now hold some public 

office.

Mrs. Cipriani pointed out that women are playing an increasingly sig­

nificant role in party affairs. "The fact that so many women are now precinct 

chairpersons, County and City Democratic Committee officers and State Central 

Committee members indicates that affirmative action is working at every level. 

Women are working their way up through the system. We are proud of the 34% 

who have reached the level of recognition in their districts to be elected 

national convention delegates. The hard work and consciousness-raising 

efforts of thousands of women at every level of party activity have resulted 

in the gains we see today. And I am confident that this same effort will 

achieve the goal of equal representation for women at future conventions."
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