
FRESNO STATE COLLEGE 
The broad nature of the educational opponunities and services offered by Fresno 

State College comes naturally from its twofold origin. In 1910 the first junior 
college in California was established in Fresno. The foUowing year a state nor mal 
school was authorized. These two institutions-one providing general and vocational 
training and the od1er preparation for teaching-were directed by a single adminis­
tration. As they grew, they were temporarily separated; but in 1921, with the ex­
pansion of the courses for teachers to four years with authority to grant the bach­
elor of arts degree, the two kinds of college service were again united. In 1935 
the official name was changea to Fresno State College, with authority to carry on 
various types of college work leading to bachelor's degrees, either with or without 
courses required for teaching credentials. In 1946 the college was authorized to 
offer a fifth year of graduate work leading to the general secondary credential. 
Three years later in 1949 came another important advancement in the academic 
program of the college with the authorization for granting the master of arts 
degree for teaching service. In 1955 this authorization was extended to include 
the occupational master of science degree, and in 1958 it was funher extended to 
permit a liberal arts emphasis in the master of arts degree. 

In its rapid development during recent years the college has emphasized not 
only a variety of offerings suited to the special needs of its students, but also th e 
personal attention and guidance which help students to gain a clear understanding 
of their own abilities and interests :md to select appropriate programs. 

Serving a population of approximately one million, and being nearly 150 miles 
from any other five-year institution of higher learning, Fresno State College has 
had most favorable conditions for its development and for meeting the needs of 
the young people of the San Joaquin Valley. 

NATIONAL RATING AND ACCREDITING 
The college is accredited by the Western College Association and the California 

State Board of Education. It is also accredited by the National Council for Ac­
creditation of T eacher Education for the preparation of elementary teachers, 
secondary teachers, and school service personnel, with the master's degree as the 
highest degree authorized; accreditation for the school service personnel category 
is limited to elementary principnls and supervlsoxs, seconda1·y priucipnls and 
supervisors, and guidance wor1cers. T he Business Division is a member. of the 
American Association of Collegiate Schools of Bu iness. The Chemistry Depar t­
ment is approved by the American Chemical Society. The 1 ursing Departmenc is 
fully accred.itcd by the California State Boaxd of N ul"Sc Examiners. T he Jow:nalism 
Deparrment is accredited by the American Council on Education for Jow:nal ism; 
its ~oews editor ial equencc is specifically accredited by the Council . Students w ho 
transfer to other institutions will receive full credit for courses satisfactorily 
completed. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
Fresno State College is located on a new 903-acre site at Cedar and Shaw Ave­

nues in the northeast section of the City of Fresno. T he major buildings on the 
new campus nrc administration, <1gdcultural classroom, agricultural n'lechanics, art­
home economics, bookstore, business, cafeteria, education-psychology, engineering, 
home management cottage, industrial arts, laboratory school, library, men's gym­
nasium, music, science, social science, speech ar ts, student health service, and 
1vomen's locker and dressing unit. T hree residence halls ar e located on the 
campus. Frank A. Homan H all houses 200 men; Mary Bake1· Hall and George 


