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POLICE:in a tent

IT’S ONLY September - and already
two of Britain’s top groups are plann-
ing giant free concerts in London for
Christmas.

Both the Police and the Boomtown
Rats are ‘‘in the final stages’’ of ar-
ran ing seasonal concerts, and
RECORD MIRROR understands that
full details of both ventures will be
announced within few a weeks.

The surprises in store are:

* Police’s plan to take over the Oval
cricket ground in Kennington, Lon-
don in the middle of December for a
free concert. And to protect both the
pitch (the home of Surrey Cricket
Club) and the audience in the (likely)
event of bad weather they will erect a
giant heated tent which should be
able to accommodate ‘“at least 8,000
people’’! Licenses and details are
still being sorted out, both with SCC
and the GLC, and ticket details
should be made public by the end of
the month.

* The Boomtown Rats plan to end the
Eear with a bang - with their first
ritish concerts since November last
gear. They're looking at venues in
oth London and Dublin for “‘a short
series of concerts’” which will take
place in the week before Christmas
... and they’ll also be free! The
Rats’, still in dispute with their
record company and unlikely to have
a new album out before January, see
the concerts as a different venture to
their full British tour, which begins
early’in the new year. No dates or
ticket details have been finalised.

EEEENEN OCTOBER ISSUE OF HIFI FOR PLEASURE EEENEEN

FREE CASSETTE

‘ Buy this month’s HiFi for Pleasure for your EMI cassette
— FREE to all our readers in the UK.

£1600 TOP HIFI COMPETITION

Your chance to win some great hifi from ADC and DBX.

EXCLUSIVE CASSETTE OFFER

Cut £3 off the cost of your next EMI cassette purchase with
HiFi for Pleasure's special cassette offer.

BUYER’S GUIDE

Starting this month in HiFi for Pleasure a comprehensive listing
of hifi components — a must for all prospective hifi buyers.

IN-CAR SYSTEMS

In-car special with reports on Philips, Pioneer and Toshiba.

PLUS reviews from leading brands including Pioneer, Dual,
Toshiba, the lagest hifi news and pages of record reviews.

It’s all in the
October issue of
HiFi for Pleasure
ON SALE NOW

RATS: end of the year

SKIDS KIDS

THE SKIDS will be playing two gigs a

day for part of their upcoming tour.
For in addition to their evening gigs

they're also hoping to play a series of

‘schoolyard’ concerts — from the
back of a lorry — at most of the towns
they visit!

The band have already discussed
the gigs, which will actually take
place in the school playgrounds, with
the local education authorities, and
the first one will take place this Friday
(September 19) at the Fielding Middle
School, Ealing at 12.00pm.

Further ‘Skids for Kids’ gigs are
planned for Liverpool, Manchester,
Glasgow and Edinburgh during the
tour. But unlike their normal matinees
for under - 16’s the concerts are likely
to be just for the schools they visit.

MADNESS LP

MADNESS RELEASE their second
album on September 26; with their
first album chart to clock up a year in
the charts. -

Titled ‘Absolutely’, full track listing
is as follows. Side One: ‘Baggy
Trousers’ /[ ‘Embarrassment’ |/
‘E.R.N.LE’ /| ‘Close Escape’ / ‘Not
Home Today’ / ‘On The Beat Pete’ /
‘Solid Gone’. Side Two: ‘Take It Or
Leave It' / ‘Shadow Of Fear’ / ‘Disap-
pear’ | ‘Overdone’ / ‘In The Rain’ /
‘You Said’ / ‘Return Of The Los
Palmas 7'.

There is ‘‘no chance' of any
Madness dates in England just yet
they say; but their is a possibility of
some Christmas Special Madness!

BIG BANDS

WITH ONLY two weeks left before the
closing date of the new ‘Battle Of The
Bands' contest, the organisers have
reported entries of a staggeringly
high quality.

The competition was launched
earlier this summer as a search for
new talent, with a difference. For all
the regional finalists will be paid to
play at major venues up and down the

News Editor JOHN SHEARLAW

POLICE GIGS

country. And the outright winner —
chosen after a finals night at the Lon-
don Rainbow next February will
receive £3,000 in cash, a recording
contract . . . and the guarantee of an
album and a single release.

Over 300 tapes have already been
received, with one band — The AK
Band from Birmingham already lined
up for a recording deal. Tapes will still
be accepted .until the end of this
month at; Battle Of The Bands Ltd,
London House, Fulham Road, Lon-
don, SW10 9EL.

The 12 regional heats take place in
November at the following major
venues: Ipswich Gaumont 1, Mid-
dlesbrough Town Hall 5, Manchester
Apolio 7, Bradford St Georges Hall 8,
Swansea Brangwyn Hall 13, Glasgow
Apollo 15, Liverpool Empire 18,
Southampton Gaumont 20, Birm-
ingham Town Hall 21, Oxford New
Theatre 22, Belfast Ulster Hall 28,
London Rainbow 30.

A PA and a back line will be sup-
plied for all bands for all the finals,
and six bands will go on to the grand
:ié'\aal at the Rainbow on February 3,

e

UK SIMON

PAUL SIMON returns to the UK for
concerts in November. The dates —
all in London — will mark his first
public appearance in this country for
five years.

Simon will play three nights at the
Hammersmith Odeon on November 6,
7 & 8, and tickets will go on sale from
September 22. Prices are £8.50, £7.00,
£6.00 and £4.50.

Simon has not yet confirmed his
band, but it is expected he will in-
clude several of the musicians on his
latest album, ‘One Trick Pony .’

OMITD 2.

ORCHESTRAL MANOEUVRES In The
Dark will be playing live dates as a
four-piece in November.

The nucleus of Andy McCluskey
and Paul Humphreys will be joined by
adrummer and a keyboards player for
the tour, which follows the release of
a new single and OMITD's second
album, ‘Organisation’, on October 26.

Full dates are: Aylesbury Friars
November 1; Hanley Victoria Hall 2;
Bristol Colston Hall 3; Southampton
Gaumont 4; Reading Top Rank 5;
Guildford Civic Hall 6: Norwich
University of East Anglia 7;
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 9; Glasgow
Apollo 10; Edinburgh Odeon 11; Man-
chester Apollo 12; London Victoria
Apollo 13; Ipswich Gaumont 15; Shef-
field City Hall 17; Birmingham Odeon
18; Blackburn King Georges Hall 19;
Liverpool Empire 20.

WILD RAS

LINCOLN THOMPSON, who used Joe
Jackson as co-producer on his last
album, starts a series of gigs with the
Rasses in October.

The Jamaican group will be sup-
porting Jackson on four of his dates
— at Sheffield City Hall (October 11),
Manchester Apollo (15), and London
Hammersmith Palais (28 and 29) —
and playing the following dates in
their own right, London Venue Oc-
tober 3, Edinburgh Tifannys 6, Birm-
ingham Top Rank 10, Warwick Univer-
sity 16, York University 20, Aberdeen
University 24, Huddersfield Interna-
tional Club 25, Manchester University
November1.

The album, ‘Natural Wild’, will be
released towards the end of the tour,
with a single from it — ‘Spaceship’ —
out on October 3.

RUTS DC

THE RUTS will continue as a three -
piece . . . with the name Ruts DC.

It's derived from the Italian de capo
(meaning literally ‘‘from the beginn-
ing”’) and the remaining band
members will use the name for all
gigs and records from now on.

But the old Ruts will be
remembered with a Virgin compila-
- tion album released on October 10,
featuring what they describe as ‘‘the
definitive Rutus Intactus memorial
material.”’

= |
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19 DATES
FOR UB40

UB40 ARE ready for an extensive
British tour later this autumn . . .
their first concert dates since April.
The band, whose debut album
‘Signing Off’ has reach No 2 in the
British album charts after 12 days of

WAITING FOR
THE MAN

! BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN could be
laying live concerts either ‘‘just
etore Christmas’’ or ‘““‘early in the
new year’’, according to sources
within his British record company,
CBS.

And although the chance of a tour
has been dismissed as ‘‘just a

ROD STEWART:
here in December

track double LP — in a single sleeve
— is finished, has been delivered,
and will be released ... on Oc-
tober 10. Tracks include ‘Out In The
Street’, ‘Point Blank’, ‘Ramrod’ and
‘Independence Da{’, and the max-
imum selling price for the album will
be pegged at £5.99.

5 individually numbered. ' pearance at this year’s Reading € ] B y, er
b The Gui:!\ness Book Of Records have been informed of the Festival, they are to release a ‘Slade | ding with a London showcas_et tghlg
B record attempt and, said an Island spokesman this week: Alive At Reading’ live EP. And to coin- | at the Hammersmith Odeon a e
1 ‘“‘We’re doing our best to get them to come to the concert!”’ cide with this release, the band will | endof October. . 3 %
The gigs cointide with the release

;" Friday 19th Oxford New Theatre

3 Saturday 20th Brighton Dome

3 Sunday 21st Croydon Fairfield Halls

E Monday 22nd Hammersmith Odeon

E Tuesday 23rd Hammersmith Odeon

5 Wednesday 24th Birmingham Odeon

EV o

[

i EPC 8943
»

release, will play 19 dates, starting
in Cork and finishing in Birmingham.

Dates for the tour are as follows:
Cork Arcadia Ballroom October 9,
Dublin Grand Cinema 10, Galway
Seapoint 11, Belfast Whitla Hall 12,
Southampton Gaumont 16, Brighton
Top Rank 17, Bristol Locarno 19,
Liverpool Rotters 20, Doncaster
Rotters 21, Leeds Polytechnic 23,
Edinburgh Playhouse 25, Glasgow
Tiffanies 26, Hanley Victoria Halls 28,
Sheffield City Hall 30, Manchester
Apollo November 2, London
Hammersmith Palais 3, Canterbury
University 4, Hemel Hempstead 5,
Birmingham Odeon 6.

TOOTS GOES
FOR A RECORD

TOOTS AND The Maytals will be aiming for the record books
in London at the end of the month . . . by trying to release

the fastest live album ever.

They’re planning to record their concert at the
Hammersmith Palais on September 29 on a mobile studio,
mix the album in three hours, and have the whole
manufacturing process completed by 10 am the following

morning.

Finished copies are expected to be delivered to shops in
Coventry — where the band are playing the following night
— by mid-afternoon, as the sleeves have aiready been

made.

Only 1,000 copies of the album will be pressed, each

OLD N’ NEV

TWO near legendary bands - one old
and American, one new and Canadian
- visit Britain for major tours.

Canadian heavy rock trio Triumph
will undertake their first UK tour in
November, when they play the follow-
ing dates. Southampton Gaumont
November 6, Bristol Colston Hall 7,
Liverpool Empire 8, Manchester
Apollo 9, Leicester De Montfort Hall
10, Glasgow Apollo 11, Newcastle City
Hall 12, Birmingham Odeon 13, Lon-
don Hammersmith Odeon 15.

An EP featuring three tracks ‘I Live
For The Weekend’, ‘What Another
Day Of Rock And Roll’ and ‘Little
Texas Shakes’ is released on Oc-
tober 31.

The Rossington Collins Band,
which contains the surviving member
of Lynyrd Skynyrd, is set to tour Bri-
tain in October. While they are in the
UK, the band will also record some
numbers for the ‘Old Grey Whistle
Test.' The five dates are: Birmingham
Odeon October 19, Newcastle City
Hall 20, Manchester Apollo 21, Lan-
caster University 22, London Rainbow
Theatre 26. An extra date may be add-
ed shortly.

¥ «q._JV“i ?—_T':, =

ROD STEWART will be touring Britain in December . . . with
an itinerary that will be almost identical to his tour two years
ago.

Full details of dates and tickets are expected to be announced within the
next few weeks. Stewart is about to start a lengthy European tour, and the
British leg will finish the tour, as well as providing his fans with the tradi-
tional Christmas and New Year concerts in London and Glasgow; events
which were notably absent last year.

““There will be something in the order of 15 to 20 gigs in all,” said
Stewart’s spokesman this week. ‘‘He’ll be playing two nights in places like
Manchester and Glasgow, and. possibly a night at the Birmingham National
Exhibition Centre. As for the London gigs, nothing has been confirmed
yet. They’ll either be at Wembley Arena or at Olympia, but no tickets will be

available until all the gigs have been officially confirmed.”’

DISAPPEARING

i I‘,.;n...._»-# Webbington Country Club September

strong rumour’’ by the official
spokesman, speculation has
mounted with the announcement of
the first Springsteen album for two
years.

‘The River’, which will be a 20-

IT'S READY

THE BLUES Band have completed
their long - awaited follow - up to the
‘Official Bootleg Album’ . . . and it’ll
be released on the same day as the
band begin a full British tour.

The album is ‘Ready’, out on Oc-
tober 3 with a free live single contain-
ed in the first 20,000 copies. The tour
steadies and goes as follows:
Colchester University of Essex Oc-
tober 3, Loughborough University 4,
Lancaster University 5, London Im-
perial College 6, Reading Hexagon 7,
Leicester Polytechnic 8, Newcastle
Polytechnic 10, Durham University 11,
Hull City Hall 12, York University 13,
Nottingham Albert Hall 14, Birm-
ingham Top Rank 15, Plymouth Top
Rank 16, Southampton University 18,
Bournemouth Winter Garden 20, Car-
diff Top Rank 21, Swansea Top Rank
22, London Lyceum 23, Guildford Sur-
rey University 24, Bristol Locarno 27,
Sheffield Top Rank 29, Glasgow
University 30, Edinburgh Unversity

SLADE BAK

Following their succesful ap-

be undertaking a 17-date British tour.
Dates are: Weston-Super-Mare
25, Central London Polytechnic 26,
Doncaster Rotters club 29, Liverpool
Rotters Club 30, Aberdeen Fusion
Club October 2, Newcastle
Polytechnic 3, Glasgow Queen
Margaret’s Union 4, Cardiff University
6, Manchester University 8, Blackpool
Norbreck Castle Hotel 9, Withernsea
Grand Pavilion 10, Bradford Universi-
ty 11, Hardstroft Shoulder of Mutton
13, Reading University 15, Not-
tingham Palais Club 16, West Runton
Pavilion 17, Thames Polytechnic 18.

CHEAP

RECORD SALES may be slipping . . .
but you can’t put any blame for loss of
profits onto the vinyl manufacturer.

That's the claim this week from the
Chemical Industries Association, who
have stated that the cost of raw
materials — PVC, vinyl acetate and
carbon black — is still no more than
10p for the average album!

ClA’s Bill McMillan dismissed
claims that the rise in the price of
plastics had been a factor in declining
sales. He said: ‘‘The cost is no dif-
ferent than it was several years ago —

about one fiftieth!”

Wednesday 17th Edinburgh

| since ‘Unconditionally Guaranteed'.

But whether the long - awaited
album will be the signal for the first
British dates by Springsteen since
1975, is as CBS wearily .admitted
this week: ‘‘Anybody’s guess!”’

DOLL DEAL

DOLL BY Doll are on the verge of
signing a new record deal, following
their departure from Automatic
Records several months ago.

And it’s hotly tipped that the deal
will be with Magnet, who've notched
up notable successes with bands like
Darts, Bad Manners and Matchbox.

Doll By Doll, whose ‘Gypsy Blood’
album was voted RECORD MIRROR’s
album of the year last year, have plen-
ty of new material, and they'll be in-
troducing the new tracks with live
gigs at: Hemel Hempstead Decorum

ollege 18 (benefit), Fuiham
Greyhound 26, London Action Space
Theatre October 4 (No Nukes
benefit).

SIX CAP'N

THE LEGENDARY Captain Beefheart
and his Magic Band are lining up a
European tour, which will include bet-
ween six and 10 British dates in Oc-
tober.

RECORD MIRROR understands that
the mad Captain will be playing major
venues up and down the country, en-

irst new Beefheart album

of the

Entitled ‘Doc At The Radar Station’
it's released on September 26.

Full details of the concerts should
be available within the next few
weeks.

NY FILM

‘TIME SQUARE’, the latest film pro-
duced by Robert ‘Grease’ Stigwood,
should be shown in British cinemas
before the end of December.

And the film's release will be
preceded by a soundtrack double
album — out in October — that looks
like being one of the strongest com-
pilatiors this year.

For the artists featured will include
Gary Numan, Roxy Music, ~Joe
Jackson, the Pretenders, the Cure,
XTC, the Ruts and the Ramones
among others. Suzi Quatro has
already released a single taken from
the movie soundtrack, and many
other singles releases are planned.

‘Times Square’ is about two
teenage runaways on the loose in
New York’s underworld, and it marks
Stigwood's debut as artistic pro-
ducer.

Play House
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THE JAM

THE JAM: have added.ariother date to
their UK tour. They will be playing an
extra night at the Brighton Con-
ference Centre on November 5.

THE GANG OF FOUR

THE GANG OF FOUR: will be playing
the London Rainbow Theatre on
September 18. Also appearing are the
Au Pairs, the Mekons and Steel
Pulse, with the entire gig being filmed
for the new music film ‘Urgh! A Music
War’. This is the only London date the
Gang of Four will be playing this year.
They will however be playing Port-
smouth Locarno October 16 and
Liverpool Brady's 17.

TYGERS OF PAN TANG

THE TYGERS OF PAN TANG: whose
debut album ‘Wild Cat’ has reached
the top 30, have added an extra two
dates to the first leg of their UK tour.
They are: llIford Palais Ballroom
September 25, Ashford Stour Centre
27. The second leg of the tour will be
announced shortly.

THE DANCE BAND

THE DANCE BAND: whose debut LP
‘Fancy Footwork’ is released on
September 19, start a six week tour
this week. Dates are: Kirklevington
Country Club September 19, Dudley
JBs 20, London Venue 24, Hud-
dersfield Polytechnic 26, Dudley
Wolverhampton Castleview Site 27,
Birmingham University 28, Treforest
Polytechnic of Wales 2, Stafford
North Staffs Polytechnic 3, Bath Col-
lege of Higher Education 4, Leeds
Fforde Green 5, Doncaster Romeo
and Juliet’s 6, London Kings College
9, Brighton Sussex University 10,
London University College 11, Lon-
don St Thomas’' Hospital Students’
Union 14, Brighton Dome 17, Norwich
Cromwells 23, Port Talbot Troubador
30, Carmathon Trinity College 31,
Wolverhampton Lafayette November
2.

LOUDON WAINWRIGHT Il
SPLODGE
SPLODGENESSABOUNDS: new

dates at: Kidderminster Town Hall
September 19, London Woolwich
Tramshed 25.

FRIENDS TOUR 1980

FRIENDS: an EMI old-style
‘‘package’’ tour featuring Sheena
Easton, Gerard Kenny, Leeson & Vale
and Dennis Waterman play Croydon
Fairfield Halls October 12, Man-
chester Free Trade Hall 13, Hull New
Theatre 14, Glasgow Theatre Royal
16, Edinburgh Usher Hall 18,
Southport Theatre 19, Nottingham
Theatre Royal 27, Bristol Colston Hall
28, Poole Wessex Hall 29, Birm-
ingham Odeon November 1, London
Dominion 2

SUPERCHARGE

SUPERCHARGE: still alive and well,
play dates at London Putney White

THE JAM: extra date

Lion September 19, London Fulham
Golden Lion 20, Chelmsford Chelmer
Institute 24, London Dingwalls 25, Ox-
ford Polytechnic 26, Keele University
October 9, Salisbury Technical Col-
lege 10, Liverpool University 11,
Teeside Polytechnic 16, Kirklevington
Country Club 17, Nottingham Boat
Club 18. A single, ‘Peaches And
Cream’, is released on September 26.

THE KICKS

THE KICKS: gig around London for
September and October at: Cannock
Troubador September 20, Greenwich
White Swan 23, Deptford Star and
Garter 25, Avery Hill College 26, Lon-
don University College 29, Kens-
ington The Kensington November 1,
South Bank Polytechnic 3, York Rip-
pon and York College 4, Dingwalls 10.

THE UPSET

THE UPSET: present their ‘Sleeping
Rough’ tour, coinciding with the
release of their debut double A-side
single, ‘Hurt' / ‘Lift Off’. They start at
Sheffield Limit on September 16 and
continue: East Retford Porterhouse
19, Blackpool Norbreck 20, Dudley
JB's 27, London Venue 29,
Cleethorpes Peppers October 1, Hull
Wellington Club 2, Kirklevington
Country Club 3, Middlesbrough Rock
Garden 4, Wolverhampton Lafayette
5, London Marquee 7, Penzance
Demeizas 9, Exeter St Lukes College
10, Portsmouth Polytechnic 11, Lon-
don Marquee 14 and 21.

LOUDON WAINWRIGHT

LOUDON WAINWRIGHT Ilil: returns
to Britain at the beginning of October
for a 22 date tour, at the end of which
he will remain in the UK to record a
new album using British musicians.
Dates are: London Venue October 10,
11, 12, 13 and 14, Bristol Colston Hall
17, Bournemouth Winter Gardens 19,

Exeter University 20, Manchester

W JOE ‘KING’ CAR

I—YT 7

Free Trade Hali 24, Birmingham
Odeon 26, Leeds University 27, Lan-

caster University 30, Edinburgh
Queens Hall 31, Glasgow Theatre
Royal November 2, Galway
Leisureland 6, Cork Connally 7,
Dublin Stadium 8, Limerick Savoy 9,
Coleraine NUU 11, Belfast Ulster Hall
12, Brighton Dome 14, London
Theatre Royal 16.

THE SOUND

THE SOUND: whose single ‘Heyday’
has just been released on Korova
Records, play London's Moonlight
Club with the Soft Boys on
September 24 and London Stockwell
Queen’s Head on the 26th. The group
will be playing dates in their own right
in October to coincide with the
release of their album ‘Jeopardy’.
Meanwhile they will be appearing as
guests of Echo and the Bunnymen on
their tour from September 28 to Oc-
tober 17.

THE FALL

THE FALL: supported by Vile Bodies
will play Chorley Tatten Community
Centre on September 27.

FINGERPRINTZ

FINGERPRINTZ: whose second
album ‘Distinguishing Marks’ was
released last month play a handful of
warm up dates prior to their American
tour. Their UK dates are Edinburgh
Nite Club September 20, Paisley
Bungalow 21, London Fulham
Greyhound October 1, London
Dingwalls 2, London Hope and An-
chor 3. Their new single ‘Houdini
Love’ is released on September 19.

THE RAMONES

THE RAMONES: have finally
rescheduled their date at Derby
Assembley Rooms for October 3, for
which all tickets previously purchas-

& THE CROWNS

ed are valid> They have also added a
date on October 4 at the Manchester
Apollo. An EP ‘The Ramones Melt
Down’ featuring all old ‘“‘romantic’
material is to be released to coincide
with their visit.

THE BOOKS

THE BOOKS: have been named as
the support band on the Skids’
autumn tour, which commences
September 25 at Poole Arts Centre
and ends with three dates in Ireland
on the 23, 24, 25 October. The Books
will be playing all dates EXCEPT the
Irish ones, and their debut album will
be released in early November.

THE VIBRATORS

THE VIBRATORS: start off their
album tour with a Benefit gig for
Friends of the Earth at London Hen-
don Football Ground on September
20, and continue: Liverpool Gatsby’s
24, Scarborough Taboo 26, Man-
chester Mayflower 27, Swindon
Brunei Rooms 30, Northampton MFM
Club October 2, London Moonlight
Club 9. More dates will be added.

THE TEA SET

THE TEA SET: from St Albans play
two London dates: Dingwalls
September 19, Rock Garden 26.

THE BODYSNATCHERS

THE BODYSNATCHERS: have added
several dates to their current tour.
They headline at: London Chelsea
College September 27, Coventry Lan-
caster College October 2, Aston
University 3, Hatfield College 4, Ex-
eter St Georges Hall 6, Cheltenham 7,
Edinburgh University 10, Glasgow
Strathclyde University 11, St Andrews
University 12, Leeds Goldsmiths Col-
lege 16, Basildon Towngate Theatre
17, Leicester Polytechnic 18.

JOE JACKSON

JOE JACKSON

JOE JACKSON: has added a third
London date to his forthcoming tour,
at the Music Machine on October 30.
A new single ‘Mad At You’' will be
released on October 3, followed by
the third album on October 10.

THE BOYS

THE BOYS: have completed recor-
ding their second album ‘Boys Only’,
and a single ‘Weekend’ is taken from
it to be released on October 17. Mean-
while they play several London dates,
the first being a headlining gig at the
Music Machine on September 19.

STRAY CATS

STRAY CATS: due to recording com-
mittments the Stray Cats have had to
cancel the following dates, all in Lon-
don. Hope and Anchor September 16,
Dingwalls 18, Music Machine 20,
Fulham Greyhound 23. There is also
doubt now whether they’ll be sup-
porting the Specials on their upcom-

ing tour for the same reason.

THE NEW SINGLE BY

RASCO

REYLFASER

JIMMY PURSEY has released his very first
solo single entitied ‘Lucky Man’. It is back-
ed with ‘Black And White Reggae’.

THE GAP BAND’s follow-up to their top 10
hit ‘Ooops Upside Your Head’ is a remix of
‘Party Lights’ and ‘Baby Baba Boogie’. It is
a double A side single and the 12-inch ver-
sion features a picture sleeve bag.

THE DEMONS?’ debut single ‘Action By Ex-
ample’ comes out on their own Crypt Music
label on September 20.

THE CHEATERS are currently recording
their second single which will be released
on October 13. It features three tracks,
‘Nuthin’ Ever Happens On A Saturday’,
‘Hard Work’ and ‘Stop Pushing’. The group
will be touring extensively until Christmas.
FIST, the Newcastle heavy rock group, will
be the support act on the forthcoming UFO
tour which starts at Derby Assembly Halls
on October 2. The band's first album ‘Turn
The Hell On’ comes out on October 3, and a
single taken from it, ‘Forever Amber’ is
released on September 19.

GARY GLITTER’s ‘Golden Greats' LP of
two years ago is to be re-released in a new
package on November 7 and re-titled ‘The
Leader’. It will sell for £3.99.

THE QUADS bring out a double A-side
single ‘UFO’ and ‘Astronauts Journey’ ex-
actly a year after their chart success ‘There
Must Be Thousands'. They are currently
setting up a tour of their own after having
just supported Gary Numan on his three
Birmingham sell-out dates.

THE WIDE BOYS release their debut single
‘Stop That Boy’ this week. Their promo-
tional dates have had to be postponed until
further notice due to keyboard man John
Webb who suffered a collapsed lung.

THE PURPLE HEARTS have signed to
Safari Records and release a single, ‘My
Life’s A Jigsaw’ on September 26. They will
be playing a number of gigs in the near
future.

THE MODERNAIRES’ first single ‘Life In
Our Times’ will be released on October 10
and their debut LP ‘Way Of Living' is
scheduled for October 17.

ZOOT MONEY releases his first solo album
in 10 years on September 26, entitled ‘Mr
Money’. On September 19 a single from the
album ‘Your Feets Too Big’ is released. He
will perform a special concert at the Lon-
don Venue on September 26 to celebrate
the release of ‘Me Money'.

ROY AYERS has a new single ‘Sometimes
Believe In Yourself' out now. It has been
rush released by Polydor to coincide with
:he release of his new album ‘Love Fan-
asy’.

THE THREE DEGREES, in conjunction with
K-Tel, release a new album this week, en-
titled ‘The Three Degrees’, with one side
being recorded live at the Royal Albert Hall
in October 1979. Side One features some of
their greatest hits. Thé group is currently
on a British tour.

BLOOD DONOR have }ust signed a new
recording deal with Safari Records and a
new single ‘Doctor?’ is
September 12.

released on

NASH THE Slash, a new Canadian artist
who performs with his face completely
covered in bandages — as in ‘The Invisible
Man’l — has joined the Gary Numan tour.
He'll be playing his own synthesised set
on all the remaining dates.

TEN POLE Tudor — surprise star of ‘The
Great Rock 'n’ Roll Swindle' — has been
announced as the mystery fifth act for the
‘Son Of Stiff’ tour, which starts at the Lon-
don Marquee next week.

THE DEAD Kennedys have run into pro-
blems with Dundee’s district council, and
the group’s concert there on September 26
has been banned. Apparently the council
had received complaints about the group's
name and decided it was *‘in extremely bad
taste.”” One councillor also commented:
‘‘Links with Dundee’s twin town in
America, Alexandria, could have been
harmed."

THE CURE will be playing a club and col-
lege tour in November . . . and they'd like
to hear from local bands who'd like to sup-
port in their area. Bands interested in
either Manchester, Bradford, Leeds,
Newcastle, York, Exeter, Leicester, Liver-
pool, Birmingham, Lancaster or Reading
should send cassettes of their work to: Fic-
tr‘i‘%\ Records, 165-7 High Road, London,
10. !
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M  ACTUALLY sitting thighs even more than usual to keep The main revelation of Angie's two
here typing this with a things at fever pitch. pages were: ‘When | went out to a
special woollen muffler ' party in the old days and found
p AS USUAL the papers this week everyone naked, | would either say
around L5 head SISy were a source of titillation, starting I'm sorry darling I'm not in the mood
ears are still attempting to

recover from the Kiss
onslaught. Daarlings, | ' must
say the gig was just as
fascinating as I'd expected. |
not only saw Gene’s tongue
enough times to keep me
going for another six months
but he also threw up blood
and other added bonuses.
Paul Stanley, who walked

with Ozzy Osbourne’s fascinating tonight or take off my clothes and
tu ra revelations and ending with Katie join in."’ The Star also joined in and
Boyle’s. did a piece on Bowie ‘‘who likes to

Ozzy’'s first job was in an abbatoir dress up as a beautiful woman.”’
as a slaughterman. rriends Of The

Earth contemplating buying his - MICHAEL DES Barres, formerly of the
albums will be interested to note band Silverhead, is bringing out a
that the two extremely large photos record on Dreamland Records,

of Ozzy in large platform boots put Nicky Chinn and Mike Chapman’s
me right off my Ready Brekkies. To new record company. Assisting him

finish us all off he described how on the album is Ex-Silverhead, now
m n his wife Thelma bought him some Blondie, cutsie Nigel Harrison, well
chickens but as the clucking was known throughout the world for his

g upsetting him he shot them all debonair charm. Mr des Barres is a
around the stage like he was except one last member of the herd | great ELvis Presley fan and recently
suffering from an over-active . who he chased around the garden went to an Elvis Auction and bought
suppository, also got the er speaking due to her romance | THE POLICE are planning to play a with his sword. What kind of area Elvis’s toilet seat. This has an added
whole of Wembley to swear he swarthy hunk. Present at gig at the Oval cricket ground in a does he live in? At least in Clapham | bonus as Priscilla, Elvis’s wife, also
th . h h Jig was Thin Lizzy's other tent. The minute | get in a tent or the worst you get is a tin opener sat on it. It was a real bargain at
at € music press, wno, ne ; one of those dreadful candy striped | pulled on you at the bus stop. only 35 dollars. I'm sure you can’t
succinctly pointed out, CHRISSIE HYNDE led marquees it always reminds me of ’ : get an unsat-on lavatory seat for that
1 o], ks the Pretenders on to debs tea parties, where inevitably THE NEW Generation X single price.

the stage for their gig
in a NY skating ring.
She ac(uallg danced on
to a Frank Sinatra
record and then wiggled
her backside hard for a

As a fully paid up hypocrite, thi
was the moment | most enjoye
After being visually assaulted By
all that wall to wall pubic hair for
hours, at least no one can say Ki

)

some smartie-pants loosens the guy | comes out in October and the B
ropes on the whole event. Not t# side, ‘Ugly Rat’, is apparently about A NEW club opened in London's
anything like that could ever happ heir ex-girifriends. One of these Blackheath called Cheeks, present
to The Police as no doubt they’ll". s (a truly delightful little at this opening were Samson,
have manager Miles Copeland nge) hangs out with UFO Marvin Gaye and the local parish

aren’t real men. Come to th prowling around outside. | mean, wn line in the song priest, Father Diamond. There were
Diana Ross has been doing whole hour and a half. one Miles Copeland is like two ' : aiching UFO's. So also several Secret Affairs but |
everything to convince us er Chris Morrison alsatians, my Crufts corresponden atthat’s about. Far | really don’t know those boys names.
is in fact Rudolph Valenti . Ey relieved that reports. As it's going to be in mid-

reincarnated: ‘‘Gene i
different in private life
gentle, not a bit like t!
plays on stage.’’ Sh

rumours that she ar

BJORN AND Benny from Abba are
very different when they are not
writing songs together. Bjorn is
ctremely athletic and goes jogging
GH) e ery day for about 15 miles.
inking of joining the
hon to give himseif
nny: “‘In a way |
. | should

n’t there as he'd December, Police naturally don’t
want fans to get hypothermia and
have their appendages drop off, so a
full heating system is going to be
installed. Plus Sting may twitch his

or
lazy."" Those
jorn tlinging

in a Spandex
“the telly last week will
ertain areas of his

e certainly benefitting
m all this vigorous exercise.

ALKING HEADS had a fab turn out

A for their New York gig which
included some new band members

BLONDIE APPEARED turning the whole sound into a sort

on an American TV of afro funk affair. Doing the back-up

telethon and Debbie singig for the band were Nona
———— neW single ———— appeared on ‘Kids Are Hendryx formerly of Labelle, Bernie

People Too’, a Worrell of Parliament Funkadelic on

children’s programme. keyboards and Adrian Bellew of
| MONKEY SUIT
PAUL McCARTNEY was asked if he ’
and the luscious Lindfx‘ planned to vcvsgevisgﬁglsogg:%%tlﬁ)dn% gteg:)er;?er
L' W sm”HM”lVEI have any more brats. “More speed for great fengths of time, with
children? I've got four, you must be no apparent damage to any of her
joking. Thank God we found out wobbling parts. The ubiquitous

what was causing it.’ Gene Simmons was at her gi? with a
o

DESPITE DAVID Bowie obviously top hat stuck over his kisser for the
being somewhat distressed at the evening in case anyone got a shot
thought of his private life being of him without his slap on. One
spread across the steaming pages reviewer was a teensie bit unkind
of the Sun, Angie has gone ahead and remarked that Cher was trying
and sold her story along with the to look more like Chrissie Hynde
rest of the population this week. So | than Chrissie Hynde does. After the
far Angie Bowie's pales in performance, during which she wore
comparison with Katie Boyle’s, who | @ pair of latex pants with a split up
did at least have a lover who was each leg, Gene dashed back to
shot and she did face a firing squad, | congratulate her on her stamina.
something all women who kiss and Until next week, same time, same
tell should do at some point. - | place.

Playgirl Publications -

| WAS sent this
letter (left) last
week after it
had been sent
to Thin Lizzy’s
Phil Lynott by
some witty
jokester. Not
that | would
want you to be
misled into
thinking Phil
would possibly
consider
exposing his all.

only afewinexplosive

 colouredvinyl

limited runof 'x-rated
picture sleeves




R FEELGOOD’S curry
expert and part - time
alcoho! imbiber, Lee
Brilleaux, continued the
tales of the Spanish tour by
explaining the warped sense of
humour of the promoter who booked
Canvey Island’s branch of the
Temperance League at a maternity
hospital where the good doctor
observed that the inmates were
‘‘ready to drop all over the gaff.”
AN SOS from the Polydor press
office asks for Wild Willy Barrett to
collect the cart on which he rests
his guitar during ‘Racing Car’. it
seems the guitar hero’s answer to
Bert Weedon left it at a recent
Music Machine gig and a fawning
press person took it back to HQ.
The message reads, ‘‘Come and get
it, we're moving next month."”’
IT SEEMS likely that the Mouldy
Grey Whistle Mess is about to
compete with Brian Moore and the
ITV ‘Big Match’ team on Saturday
nights as part of BBC cuts which will
put BBC-2 transmission time in mid-
week, producer Mike Appelton has
promised a ‘‘heavy emphasis on
rock related film.”” Whatever that
means?
LEAD CROAKER with The
Barracudas, Jeremy Gluck, a man
reknowned for lying, managed to
crawl out of the surf long enough to
say that their latest single, ‘His Last
Summer’ is a true story about his
friend Ricky who died the ultimate
surfing death during a ‘wipeout’. He
claims he broke down in the studio
with emotion and the single, his
‘‘War And Peace Of Surfing’’, ends
the surf trilogy which started with
the deliciously titled ‘Il Want My
Woody Back’. He also wanted to tell
me about Rowan Atkinsons
Roundhouse party, which was

attended by over 1,000 people, but
he was too hung over to remember.
SEEN AT the Barracudas Marquee
gig was the simply titled Bruce
Bruce of Samson, all of the Chords,
JC of the Members, all of the Purple
Hearts, Charlie Harper of the UK

Subs and DJ Mike Read, who is the
first Radio One jock to be caught in
Wardour Street’s sweaty armpit
since Jimmy Young sang ‘The Man
From Laramie’. (Check your history
books kids).

THE ROLLING Stones have been

seems they are likely to play_a
25,000 seater stadium in Peking,
following a ‘down home’ American
rodeo show. At |least the Chinese
have got it right by putting the horse
before the farts.
AMERICA’S WORLD famous Ronald
MacDonald, the one with the pasty
complexion from eating his own
hamburger gut rot, has been giving
away Charlie Daniels, Journey and
Jacksons bookcovers in New York,
we still can’t decide which tastes
best.

HEADBANGERS of the world unite.
It seems that cardboard guitars can
now be taken to Las Vegas where
Tom Jones and Engelbert
Hemperdinck have a musicians
revolt on their hands. it seems the
orchestras PA’s are too loud and
some are showing signs of
deafness. Secret headbanging MOR
fans can take heart that Cher was
recently fined for breaking the 90
decibels level.

DON'T YOU find lovers that kiss and
tell despicable, sweethearts? It
seems that hunky John Travolta has
been bragging that he and Olivia
Newton - John were ‘‘lovers’’ and a
livid Livvy was heard to shriek,

|

‘“There was no affair — and that's

| Smith are
selling secrets,

for£4.49.

We've got hold of the records and
tapes of the latest Secret Affair album

‘Behind Closed Doors.” :
Sidle into your local WH .Smith

record department, make the pickup,
drop the pay-off (Albums for £4.49, ,
the cassette version is £4.99) and then k
slip silently out into the night

WHSMITH i@

Subject to availability where you see this sign @
These prices are for a limited period only and
are correct at time of going to press. Branches throughout
England and Wales and at Princes Street, Edinburgh,
Graham Street, Airdrie and High Street, Dumifries.
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angling to play China for years and it

finall”’ Temper, temper. Her
understanding boyfriend and
manager, Lee Kramer, restrained
himself to a cursory: ‘it sounds like
John might be doing a bit of
boasting.” ;
AGAIN THE quiff topped Stray Cats
‘draw a fair proportion of names and
record companies to their two night
Venue stint. Names seen before
alcohol poisoning set in were
Stewart Copeland and beau Sonja
Kristina, who went both nights,
Dave Edmunds, Ronnie Lane who,
in an inebriated state, had to be
physically dragged off stage after
introducing them on Saturday. Also
seen were various Boomtown Rats
(remember them?), Cook and Jones,
Steve Allen of the Original Mirrors,
Charlie Dore, minus her famous
hotpants, (she wore trousers, filthy
‘beasts!). These ears still reckon that
‘Storming The Embassy’ sounds like
the most obvious single, whenever
the record companies stop upping
the ante.
NOMADIC DRUMMER Aynsley
Dunbar, best known for his stints
with Bowie, Zappa, and more
recently, Jefferson Starship has the
«dubious distinction of being
divorced for the fourth time by the
-elderly age of 33. it's nice to see a
northern lad absorbing Californian
customs so well!
GIRL WOULD like to applogise to
their fans for their non-appearance
at the Kiss Wembley gig which was
not due to the ‘‘illness’’ that was
much vaunted at the time. It seems
that the Kiss road crew had been
messing them about, with the usual
lack of co-operation that befalls
support acts and they walked out.
GOOD CAUSES spot presents the
auction at Christies next Thursday in
aid of the Polka Children’s Theatre
in Wimbledon. Aside from such
artifacts as Roger Moore’s cigarette
case in ‘Moonraker’, Norman
Wisdom’s piccolo, tickets for next
year’'s Wimbledon and lunch with
Roger Taylor, there is a unique tie
up of facilities with R. G. Jones

;studios donating eight hours of free

itime, Pye records pressing up 500
singles and Garrod and Lofthouse
making the sleeves. The auction is
at 7.00pm and costs £2.50 to enter.
Christie’s can be found at 85 Oid

Brompton Road, SW7.
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& £ ...GENE AND | have a wondertul relationship, but we’re
different in every way. | mean, I’'m a performer and an
entertainer, not a musician like Gene; and anyway for two
stranger people to be together like we’ve been is impossible!
I'd definitely say we were more than ‘just good friends’, but
we're not talking about a lifetime together. We’re definitely nc
going to get married if that’s what you mean. Yes he’s met my
children. . . they love him because he’s so different than he is
on stage. He’s so far away from that image he’s got of being a
monster you wouldn’t believe it. Hrney, he’s tall, dark and
handsome and so intelligent—he used to be a teacher—that |
can only say; who could resist? We've had some great times
together and | think his effect on his audience is amazing—all
those kids! | watched the show from backstage last week for
the first time and | found it really stimulating. My own career is
really being stimulated by all the different forms of music going
on right now, | really feel as if I'm part of the whole scene
again, which is good. Yes, I’'m happy now. I'm in iove with my
career and my children, and | just have to work. But please
don’t over-emphasise my affair with Gene, or any of the other
stories. Cher and Les (Dudek, her new paramour) and Gene
and me are still real good friends; in fact Cher and | gave him a
big surprise birthday | — ——
party last month in New . ‘*
York. It was crazy! We're
having a good time, and
he’s been on the road
with me, he loves it. Yes,
someday | will marry
again, I'd really like a
step-father for my kids,
and | also believe in the
union of marriage. But |
no, that man won’t be
Gene and anyway (contd
Daily Mail) § ¥

JOHN SHEARLAW

DIANA:
Gene?”’
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the Animals, and an ex - Barbra
Streisand (/)

He got a record deal by p/aymg
some tracks at a Bruce Johnston —
he of the Beach Boys — party after
which Bruce helped produce the
album, ‘The Tremblers’. It includes a
whammo track called ‘Steady
Eddie’, his current single in Britain,
a couple of tracks co-written with
Stan Lynch, of Tom Petty and the
Heartbreakers, and Elvis Costello’s
track ‘Green Shirt’.

‘“Most of the songs are about my
own experiences,’’ he says, ‘“‘when |
was 15, all we ever thought about
were girls, drinking, and music, and
that's what I’'ve written about.
There’s one song, ‘You Can’t Do
That’, which is about the people —
lawyers, managers, record
companies — that wanted me to
stay the way | was, singin ‘Henry
The Eighth’ for the rest o my life.’

What about Mickie Most? “‘Oh,
he’s alright, I’'m having dinner with
him tonight.”’

| say the boy’s got courage. You
might not remember Peter, you
might not like him but you've sure

“IF I'VE got to play in khazis or littie
pubs in Blackpool, I'm prepared to
do it.”’

Who's that? Some small band
struggling to make a living? No, it’s
one time heart - throb and boy next
door, Peter Noone. Still none the
wiser? Well, if you started listening
to music in the early sixties how
could you ever forget Herman’s
Hermits. Peter was Herman and he
and the Hermits had a string of hits
like ‘I’'m Into Something Good’, ‘I'm
Henry The Eighth’ and ‘Mrs Brown
You've Got A Lovely Daughter’.
They had-over 10 Top 20 hits and
were even bigger in America.

He made a bit of money and
continued making the moolah as a
solo artist until he decided to lose
the “‘little boy’’ image and get
himself a real rack 'n’ roll band.

““| could have continued doing that
and ended up playing Las Vegas but
| wanted to play rock 'n’ roll,”
Herman, | mean Peter says.
““Y’know, the Hermits are still going
and they’re playing a gig in America
tonight where they will earn 5,000
dollars. If | do a gig I'll only get

OPINIONS ON art are like those on
rehgion. Discussion amongst

dposmg sides has a tendency to

uce stereotype attitudes or else a

supenor indifference to contrary
arguments. Both traits were evident in
two recent discussions at the ICA.
One on the presentation of music in
the press, the other on the recession
in the Record Industry.

The Nationals (Guardian, Sun,
Sunday Tnmes) all whined that their

R

. coverage of ‘rock’ music was : . ; : Yo
t d ditorial 500.° got to admire his guts. If the smgle .w v
‘. SJ%r;strr\?;nsehoBYdebé ?e":s ?r?:: t%’\(/bUt Peter’s band, The Tremblers, takes off, you'’ll be able to see him i.\; \ _(. &\‘\,
ALY films, theatre was not explained). include an ex-Bob Dylan band touring the khazis of this country e
LY What was objectionable though was member, an ex - Eric Burdon and next February. ALF MARTIN. '\ 4 HEANU

the music’s trivialisation: from the 3 ;
Sun’s fhppancy to the condescension I" RAN

w28 of The Sunday Times, where Derek
6 Jewell showed that self-delusion and

pompaosity are no drawbacks to a
career as a contemporary rock
journalist. Claiming to be abie to
speak about music now on the basis
of thirty years experience he
manage to dismiss the Sex Pistols
as a ‘relatively unimportant band’.
completely failing to understand the
reasons for their emergence and
subsequent catalytic action. Pop
music is not just twanging guitars any
more than films are not just pretty
pictures. They both exist within a
social context.

Not that the' music press escaped
unscathed, Kris Needs of Zig Zag: *‘|
write about what's happemng now,
what's happemng this week’ whlch
someone pointed out as bemg
dlfflcult to achieve on a monthly.

Ni.IE’s editor, whilst making many
relevant pomts was rightly castigated
for adopting a sanctimonious view as
being somehow nearer the beat of the

WALT, T HeEAR THE LiMEYS ARE AW Mol T RECKoN THoSE §OYS \
1\ [ Puting ouT. B'ya THINR s A ARE Fust scared THey’re BEfL
| PROTEST AGAINST OUR INCARCERATION?| (TAKEN HOSTAGE Too. L\

YIEAN  7e ) —_—
umms
1~ n:kg ;...-.—.‘ MGHT  PuT THEM

SN g%

street. The enormous rise of fanzines N y ‘. ‘ , s

puts p?td tohthat Allda resgonsnbm 4 . ’ . . & 8 : D@ nT Waite Now to \ ‘ﬁ “ 3
journal can hope to do is be as . e E

receptive and informative as possible. .\ \E ; . . . 1 ‘Rfiﬁo rd Minmer , Frd Floow, }

What emerged through the clouds . : : : ., h L Ao LoNc‘ P\CRE l_oN',boN wco_e 'ﬂ3T \\
of hot air generated by the second \ . . . ! ; "
debate was that, contrary to Mr
Oberstein of CBS'’s o inion, the
independents of the 80’s are different
from those of the 60’s which were
mainly mini versions of the majors.
The crucial difference has been the
growth of alternative distribution
systems which allow the
emergence of'one-off local
releases-as well as the more
organised versions of Rough Trade,
Factory, Zoo.

The majors traditionally have been
international companies for whom pop

‘HEART BEAT’ (X) All this said, the players give good
Directed by John Byrum performances — John Heard giving

G tioed 5 ehit larga numbare Glonife P Starring Nick Nolte, Sissy Spacek, fhe best as the quiet, deep and
to support / take advantage of their A beauticians paradise as members of the Revlon trade John Heard meaningful Kerouac, Sissy Spacek
mammoth structure, the tendency has delegation display the latest in subtle cheek highlighting. (Orion) as a wonderful Carolyn and Nick

been towards the middle ground and
vast promotions — particularly if a
bad choice or investment has been
made.

The reason that the majors are

Orders for the new range, which includes a large drum of
whitewash, black shoe polish, 15 metres of Bacofoil, a heavy
hand, and a small mirror (to help scrape off the finished item),
are available from the Hayes Branch of the Revion Army

‘HEART BEAT’ tells the story of the ggg;eag?mg a bawdy and brash

trio who sparked off the whole ‘‘beat b

generation” thing of '50s America — ' ne film shows fhr?w th|eyhchange.
novelist Jack Kerouac, freewheeler Neal has a shot of homely r?D'
Neal Cassady and the girl who loved Piness with Carolyn before hitting

doing worse is that.increasingly o

lheyg\'e been making bad choices. 52 \( “ ’ r" "\ S . the road again with the hippies. Jack
them both, Neal’s wife Carolyn

Having grown fat and lazy over the \~ 0 2 thavd fafilm about tastes fame as a successful novelist

boom years of the sixties they’ve now \\ n-papef theagea-ol.aiim @bt . o e Comes down 16 carih-burnt

distanced themselves from their the beat happenings is really ex-

e

e : : : hile, Carolyn
citing, especially since most of the Out and empty. Meanwhile, A
writings that came from Kerouac and $€ems to live happll¥ evgr abfter in
Cassady overflow with filmable her very own slucer? subur 2
material. | mean, | eat at about the | suppose | may have been exfpec-
same time every day and Cassady ting too much. I'd really looked for-

is t-shi ward to seeing the film so | came
mc;xt;.ld P MO b s o away disappointed. Perhaps it would

Cassady’s life was one of drugs, - have bcen best to view it without so
booze, se);, jazz and endless crgzy much background knowledge of the
drives through America. Definitely a three characters. | had the same
man who lived life to the full. His feeling after see;?g Ler;ny dm
lifestyle influenced Kerouac to write Which Dustin Hoffman played a very
his book, ‘On the road,” which after fidiculous Lenny Bruce. With that
years of doing the rounds of film | had the feeling that it was too
publishers became a best seller. soon after the fact. The same with

market. ‘“‘They’ve forgotten how to
sell to (not promote at) young kids"’
according to Tony Wilson. It’s the
majors not the independents who are
experiencing the recession.
Emphasising this was a rather asinine
comment from Virgin, that the
‘‘downswing was due to too many
records being released:’’ a record
release was no longer a major event.
But who says it has to be?

Larger independents represent not
just an alternative financial structure
but also a change in attitude. They’re
able to treat each individual / band as
a separate entity, putting the onus on
the band. Promotion is by word of
mouth. The aim is to generate enough

g. ‘\ ;J\.. \"\\n\ m."\\'i\

W JAR(:()\‘
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S ATATRS, TV
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%) ‘k\ o i " ‘Heart Beat’, not that it destroys

inc to enable and o exist, WO 1 “Is there a lig afterwards? Together they created the beat ) ) B,
:’ any‘iﬁﬁg of,’é‘?m.s'&ea bonus. D \5~ A 2 “‘I'll call you back™ ideals which thousands of Jack and Neal, but thrt‘are Sta|WaY? SO \\
SN Ultimately the band / public have a A . 3 “IPmthirsty” Americans latched on to. -much missed out in these type o ,}.
%\ choice-independent or major. What 3% 4 “That sounds pretty industrial’’ Between them they shared films. e
b-X ] the tae e of éﬂdepef;dﬂ’ésehave = »(; 5 “Ireally liked the album”’ Carolyn who gave up art school to The filming is good although the Q
b zcg‘:g""?ca“y With thoin. That's why t 8 “Of course I'll be there” hang out with them and share their beat club scene with freaky beat
‘\'. the majors are losing. There is now a Bl 7 *'So how did the band form?”’ unpredictable lives. poet is far too colourful, | had the
\. viable alternative and only slowly, and -j‘b.\ 8 ‘“The States trip’s on? Great! Who'’s the Sadly, this film only seems to feeling it was was the Blitz rather
21 perhaps foo late, are they adapting to o (= i scratch the surface of their complex than some hip beat hang-out of the
L take account of it. N 9 ‘“We’ve still got four inches to fill’’ relationship. It jumps from scene to '50s. Black and white would have

i Shnmboriy ¥4 10 “‘He’s just gone to lunch” scene without really getting into the been perfect.

music unimportant indeed!

By Clive
Farrell

true feelings behind Kerouac’s work  So, both as a slice of history and
and Cassady is portrayed as.a loud an entertammg film, ‘Heart Beat
mouthed ‘‘kook’’. It never really has many faplts but it th(?‘re are a lot
looks into the driving obsession that worse subjects to make “‘o.k.” films
he had, endless nights on the road about.

| sustained by drugs and booze. MARK PERRY
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'LIZARD KING

OWN in the labyrinths
of a Berlin niterie the
walls, roof and guts
reverberate to the
Edwards/Rodgers disco
vision. Chic solicit through
the vast bins of the house
PA. ‘“‘Everybody dance’’,
they heartily croon and the
dance floor fills in automatic

JIM KERR: “We gub a lot more people than wéTs to.

RONNIE GURR scotches once
and for all the image of

SIMPLE MINDS as bleak gnd
industrial (and gets a free trig to Berlin).

deference to the disco 12-
inch. In one corner Simple
Mind Jim Kerr sits with the-
band’s producer John
Leckie.

Kerr, his eyes glazed from the
effect of helping to drink on@ of the
rapidly swelling sea of emgty wine
and vodka bottles that litter the table
top, turns to a similarly loose Leckie
and conspiratorially states, “You

know John, we could teach this
band a thing or two about
handclaps.”

“...stamp your feet..."”

Meanwhile drummer Brian McGee
is borrowing guitarist Charlie
Burchill’s pen-knite and sets his
mind to freeing the chameleons that
are a vital part of the club's decor.
Much fervent debating is going on.
Are the lizard’s alive? Are the _
massive bugs real? The answers

come when McGee gives up trying
to hack through the wire mesh door
of the cage and, instead, takes half-
a-dozen steps back and launches
his weight at the entrance to this
reptillian choky. McGee, who, due to
his unashamedly passionate hate of
all things animal, is known as
Johnny Morris, whoops with delight
as the lizards drop their bowels and
have nervous breakdowns. He then
proceeds to thrust his hand into the

cage in a futile attempt at strangling
the beasts. :

‘‘...clap your hands...”

Bass Mind Derek Forbes and
keyboard man Mick McNeil are
dutifully engaged in conversation
with some German fans. Both listen
thou?htfully then raise their
overflowing glasses and are heard

MORE MINDS
PAGE 12




TOUR DATES

16 September
19 September
20 September
21 September
25 September
26 September
27 September
29 September
1 October

— LIVERPOOL Brady's

— WOOLASTON Nags Head

- WEST RUNTON Village Inn
~ HORSHAM Capital

— LEEDS Ford Green

— SCARBOROUGH Penthouse
— RETFORD Porterhouse

— DONCASTER Romeo & Juliet
— MIDDLETON Civic Hall

2 October
3 October
8 October
9 October
10 October
11 October
13 October
15 October
17 October

Featuring
JOHN DU CANN ¢ VINCENT CRANE

ARE BACK WITH A NEWALBUM

EMC 3341

OUT NOW

NOTTS Hucknell and Limby Miners Club
TEESIDE Polytechnic

BOURNEMOUTH Winter Gardens
BRISTOL The Granary

WALSALL Town Hall

LEICESTER Polytechnic

SHEFFIELD Genevieves

WORKINGTON Carnegie Theatre
PRESTON Polytechnic

18 October
23 October
24 October
26 October
30 October
4 November
9 November
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U.M.LS.T.

LONDON Marquee

LONDON Marquee

REDCAR Coatham Bowl
COLCHESTER Essex University
DURHAM Bede College

AYR Pavilion
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SIMPLE
MINDS

FROM PAGE 10

to utter a quaint old Gaelic toast.
With unbounding bonhomie they
announce ‘‘Upyirarse!”’ The
Germans intrigued, smile and raise
their glasses in acceptance.

‘‘...everybody dance...”

Temporary sax and flute player
Paul Wishart attempts to focus on
the band’s road crew who are
arguing amongst themselves. The
tour manager is by this time so out
to lunch he can barely organise a
personal trip to the toilet. After
playfully beating the band’s driver
about the head he accosts a Kraut
who is attempting to sell noxious
substances to the band. As the tour
manager twists the German’s arm
up his back, Wishart sniffs the air
and jovially shouts, ‘“‘there’'s a smell
of arse in here.”

‘‘...stamp your feet...’”’

While the lizards leap, the club
owner weeps. All and sundry grab a
bottle each and sashay through to
the dance floor to clock the belly
dancer. But that's another story
altogether. ..

8

Kerr relates the tale with his usual
zest. ‘I said ‘Where did you get
that?' and he says ‘I made it,” so |
said ‘Gonna make me a Bowie one?’
And he did and he didn’t skin me for
it either. He gave me it for nothing.”

Such is the stuff of which legends
are made. The gang of school
chums then went on to form the
aforementioned Self Abusers, a
band who made one single for
Chiswick and promptly split thus
leaving a small stain in the history
books, if only through their outre
name. Kerr: ‘‘Although we were in
with things that were happening,
what with the name and everythin?,
we were doing stuff off Doctors O
Madness albums. it was always on
that ievel rather than singing about
riots and daft things like that.”

At this time Kerr was training to
be an engineer while McGee, by his
own admission, was poncing money
from his well to do parents. The
mental rigours of such work began
to tell on Kerr. As he states: ““‘All my
mates that had aiways been on the
level with me in the past seemed to
be content and | wasn’t. It wasn't as
it | was superior or anything. | felt
inferior if anything. Sometimes it's a
pure pain to be aware.”

The last word there is the key.
The stammering Kerr may have
been criticised in the past for many
things but on meeting him one can’t
help but be impressed by both his

snoozing, opines that there was a
general relief due to the fact that
there were no worries about cost.
The band were doing a second
album and this, after the thrill of
seeing the first chart and then the
disappointment of its nasty and
brick-like exit seemed to be enough
for them.

Kerr: ‘‘Before we'd never thought
about breaking, believe it or not. We
were meeting other people in bands
who were always talking about
sales. To us it was still like a hobby.
| mean, you are serious but you

don't really think about record sales.

With ‘Real To Real’ we just didn’t
think about these things. We'd done
‘Life In A Day' and were happy with
it to an extent 'cos it had this big
sound. Before we've said we hated
the production of it and it’s true, but
that doesn’t mean to say we hated
John Leckie's work. The songs
needed all that big sound, all that
gloss, because of the style we were
writing in. it needed all that because
it was cleaning out all the
influences. Because with us it had
always been that we were a band
with some good ideas who had
never really been abie to break
above the heroes that were above
us:’2

‘Empires And Dance’' sees the
band breaking through. It’s a heady
collection of pure unmitigated dance
music. Admittedly it's thinking

ot a Moscow dominated world really
freaks me out, but the thought of a
Los Angeles dominated world
frightens me every bit as much. |
don’t know. You can write a song
and you can say something and
hacks say ‘it's too dull, it's
depressive’, and they’'ll use the
word ‘pretention’. | sometimes
think, you know, maybe they’re
right. Maybe | should be writing
about life at the disco or something.
But then you pick up the paper and
see that every house built in
Switzerland has an in-built f-—ing
fall-out sheiter! It's pretentious to
ignore that because it is going on."”

Kerr and McGee then relate how, -

on the long drive from Berlin to
Dusseldorf, they watched troop
manoeuvres for around an hour.
Thousands upon thousands of
young boys playing war games as
The Doors’ ‘'The End’ rolls round on
the tape machine in the band’s van.
The East/West Berlin military
experience seems to rear its head
on the album | suggest. Kerr: *‘You
can write and talk about war. Aw... |
hate the word ‘war’ because it's
been used to death and been so
glossed over before but... | just feel
really, really anxious. | feel people
look anxious. There’s nothing you
can think about on a long term basis
now."”’

Despite this, Kerr is quick to point
out although his lyrics make him

journey through West to East
(‘Constantinople’) and more which
should be read into yourself. Rich,

| flowing stuff, not at all bleak,

angular, or...

‘‘Post modernist?” asks Kerr.
‘‘We're as post-modernist as The
Valves.”

..."'Or the Cockney Rejects,”
offers McGee, “‘but you can't tell
anyone that.”’ ““We’ll steal drink,”’
laughs Kerr referring to the near
hysterical raid that had cleared out
two hotel room mini-bars earlier in
the evening, ‘‘but at the same time
if we see anyone in trouble we’'ll
help. Like tonight.”’

The latter part of that statement
refers to the fact that while walking
the streets of Dusseldorf that
evening we had come across a body
lying in a gutter. The man wore a
white shirt and had blood seeping
through from what looked like a
syringe punctured vein. A junkie we
all thought. Dying perhaps and with
no one helping him. Derek Forbes
immediately looked to see if the
body breathed. It apparently didn’t
and while Charlie Burchill cradled
the man’'s head, Forbes applied a
heart massage until the ambulance
arrived. What happened then no one
knows. Life in a day, indeed. The
Simple Minds have the right
priorities.

The concerted face of honest to
goodness sense prevails all round.

MIKE McNEIL

‘“...clap your hands...”

Back at the hotel the fun
continues. The night closes with the
distant sound of third floor vomit
splattering onto the ground and
bathroom scales being thrown
against french windows.

Welcome, pop kids, to the stark,
bleak underground of industrial
post-modernism. A place where nary
a smile is seen, where black, black
and grey is the colour and where
self denial leads to the purest form
of the art.

We have a problem here. Simple
Minds, to the casual observer, rose
on the crest of the cold wave.
Emanating from Glasgow and the
ashes of local outfit Johnny And The
Self Abusers, Simple Minds came
onto the Scottish scene like a blast
of the purest ozone. Out of the
shadows they came offering to
creep up your leg when ait around,
their local contemporaries offered a
punch full in the face. Nothing
wrong with that don’t you know, just
that a change comes as good as a
rest.

rian McGee, Jim Kerr and
Charlie Burchill all attended
Holyrood Roman Catholic
School in Glasgow. Kerr
explains that the first time
he entered into conversation with
McGee was when the latter
appeared in school, first with a copy
of ‘Ziggy Stardust’ and then with,
dig it, a Wizzard key-ring! Cool city,
eh swingers? \

CHARLES BURCHILL

down to earth manner and his caring
attitude for all things of real
importance. With the third album the
awareness, direction, call it what
you will, has spread to the band as a
whole. On meeting Charlie Burchill a
month back at the mix of the new
album ‘Empires And Dance’ the littie
chap beamed his usual smile (usual,
that is, except for the time he
spends on stage) and enthused like
a man po®sessed that ‘‘this is the
one’’; the album where the whole
band felt they had finally got it all
right.

Back to Kerr: ‘‘Before we started
the album we planned to change.
Whereas the other two albums were
based on arrangements and drama
in music, this one’s more about
repetition. The other albums had
build-ups and coming downs, just...
drama. While writing this album we
said that everyone should put up
ideas. It was done to make it a more
dance type thing, we just had this
whole concept of repetition from the
start.

“‘With the first aibum (‘Life In A
Day’) we hadn’t really found our
feet. The second album (‘Real To
Real Cacophony') was more diverse,
which was a good thing at the time. -
We were really, really confused
much more than we are now. We
went in to do that atbum without one
song written.”’ ,

Brian McGee: ‘‘Everything y:
pure chance. Nothing was
premeditated because we had
nothing to worry about.’’ Bass
player Derek Forbes, before

BRIAN McGEE

man’s dance music. Would it be fair
to describe the work as a disco
album?

Kerr: ‘‘Yeah, disco would be good
if we could define that word. It
would be great, a real buzz for us to
hear our stuff getting played in
discos.”

pparently Europe and the

band’s sojourns there have

been the catalyst for the

new album. Kerr relates

hearing ‘Premonition’ from
the last album on a huge system in
a Berlin club on the band's last visit.
It was, he enthuses modestly,
‘‘outstanding, just absolutely typical,
a real brilliant buzz’’. He continues:
‘‘We’ve thought about this before.
You know disco being ‘YMCA' and
all that stuff. It would be great for us
to hear something like ‘I Travel’ (the
forthcoming single) in a disco.
That's pure disco musically and the
lyrics are just saying some things
like ‘Central Europe, men are
marching’. When | wrote that |
thought that was a bit obvious, a bit
pretentious, but you come over here
and you've never seen so many
f---ing soldiers in your life.

“It's the contrasts in life | see. |
think it’s maybe a bit contradictory
to mention politics when you’re in
the music business. At times 1 feel
dead guilty mentioning anything
political because | don't vote and,
you know, what a waste that is. But
I’'m not going to vote until I’ve done
enough research into it. The thought

JIM KERR

cringe one minute, the next they
‘‘really turn me on’’. Never is there
any hint of the pomposity that
makes much of the newer bands
such pains in the butt. Back to Kerr:
“‘One thing | have to say is that
there is a lot of despa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>