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Summer Study Tour to
Armenia Sponsored by CSUF

The Armenian Studies Program at
California State University. Fresno, is of-
fering a one-month summer study tour in
Armenia in 1989 Selected participants will
stay in the Armenian capital of Yerevan as
guests of the Committee for Cultural Rela-
tions with Armenians Abroad and will visit
nearby historic and cultural sites.

According to preliminary plans, the study
tour will operate from May 31 to June 28
and the tentative cost is $£1,400. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian. Lecturer in Armenian
Studies, will direct the tour.

Information and applications are
available by contacting Armenian Studies
Program Celifornia State University -
Fresno Fresno, CA 93710.
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Professor Makes
Hard Work Pay Off

By Steven Lashley

CSUF professor Dickran Kouymjian won't admit
that he is a hard man to plcasL “but don't get the
impression he is a push-over, either.

Through hard work invested in seven-dav work
weeks, this Armenian studies professor has come to
know a higher degree of standards for success. In fact.
these standards have come by way of many things,
including a hist of academic and social activities that
would leave the average man behind, choking in the
dust.

"I wouldn't call myself a perfectionist, but 1 guess |
do have expectations that exceed the average person.”
Kouymjian says. “Maybe 1 ask too much... I dont
know."

What this former Professor of the Year at CSUF in
1985 apparently has come to know is a fairly good
understanding of the world around him. Bui, while
Kouymjian continucs to pursue his understanding of the
world under a full head of steam, he savs his ultimate
goal may prove to be his toughest challenge yet.

"I just want to come to understand myself,” he says
with confidence. "After all, isn't that what every man
hopes to do?”

To understand Kouymjian and his standards for
success, il 1s imporiant to know a little bit about his
past. In particular, it is important to discuss a one-
semester assignment in the Soviet Union the professor
performed in 1987 after he received a Fulbright Senior
Lectureship to teach at the Armenian State University in
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia.

Teaching English and Armenian classes for the
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature at the
institution, Kouymjian's work focused around two
primary courses. The first was an English course
focusing on a series of plays writien by local author
William Saroyan, entitled "An Armenian Trilogy." The
other was a twentieth-century American literature class
with a special emphasis on Armenian-American authors.

While Kouymjian says the assignment proved 1o be
eventful for several reasons, the most significant reason
was because of the distinct difference he noted between
American and Armenian students.

"My students there knew more than my students
here " he savs. "Of course, my students here don't know
much, right?"

"But while T sav that, [my students in Armenia)
were much Jess n I}Muulv\‘ curious than my studenis
. They hardly ever spoke up in class and it was

it tog ¢ thems o answer up in what we would cal!

a classroom discussion. American students who knc
noLhmg are alwa)s ready to talk. night? This 1s tr
major difference.”

But, Kouymjian is quick to point out the bigr:
should not be placed on American students becacse the
knowledge level is below that of swdents in othcr
countries, because the level of education in America by
been below that of other countries for some time, |-
says.

"We are a nation that has no shyness about savis,
things, even if we know absolutely nothing about thy
subject,” he adds. “We arc taught io speak up, answ:
and ask quesuons. Over there they are more reser .
perhaps because of the poliucal system, even thow o
that 1s changing a bit with [Soviet leader Mikhuil
Gorbachev's perestroika and glasnost.”

In addition to the difference he noted between Sovic:
and American students, Kouymjian also savs he noood

a distinction between the teaching professions 1n caci
country.

"Teachers over there have the same value &
used to have 40-50 years ago,” he says. "A prof SHIed
someone of dignity over there; here a professor isn’:
much of anymmg "

Perhaps it 1s because of Kouymjxan S Concern ovor
the level of education being taught in America mat he
has practically taken it upon himself o try and szt
the Armenian Studies program at CSUF 10 wha! hv calls
"the best of its kind in the country."

He has recently been working on raising money {or
a future $300,000 endowment fund that wilj pay an
enhance salary for a department chairperson through
capital raised by the interest the endowment money
earns. While there are already two other similar
endowment plans that have been proposed at the
Umversny Kouymjian says he is hoping the one being
raised in the Armenian Studies Department will be the
first 1o actually name a new chairperson this spring.

Thanks to raising over $150,000 during a fungd-
raising banquet earlier in the year, Kouymjian says he is
hopeful to raise the remaining portion of the $300.00"
endowment before the end of this semester, But unii’
that time, he says he is determined to keep putting ins &
much time as necessary into making sure the necdc.
financial goa is reached.

"I've always been concerned—always been eager-
that Armenian studies be pcrmanem]\ institutionalizc
here at Fresno State,” he says. "At first ] thoug
could be done some other way than going ouf 2
looking for it. Then I realized there was no other wz

The Daily Colley}nr
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Prof. Kouymjian Makes Hard Work Pay Off

By Steven Lashley

FRESNO, Calif. - California
State University/Fresno Profes-
sor Dickran Kouymjian won't
admit that he is a hard man to
please, but don't get the im-
pression he is a pushover,
either.

Through hard work invested
in seven-day work weeks, this
Armenian studies professor has
come to know a higher degree of
standards for success. In fact,
these standards have come by
way of many things, including a
list of academic and social activ-
ities that would leave the aver-
age man behind, choking in the
dust.

“I wouldn't call myself a per-
fectionist, but | guess | do have
expectations that exceed the
average person,” Kouymjian
says. “Maybe | ask too much ... |
don't know.”

What this former Professor of
the Year at CSUF in 1985 appar-
ently has come to have is a fairly
good understanding of the
world around him. But, while
Kouymjian continues to pursue
his understanding of the world
under a full head of steam, he
says his ultimate goal may prove
to be his toughest challenge yet.

"l just want to come to under-
stand myself,” he says with con-
tidence. "After all, isn't that what
every man hopes to do?”

To understand Kouymjian
and his standards for success, it
is important to know a little bit
about his past. In particular, itis
importrant to discuss a one-
semester assignment in the
Soviet Union the professor per-
formed in 1987 atfier he received
a Fulbright Senior Lectureship
10 teach &l the Armenian Siate
University in Yerevan, the capi-
tal of Armen:a.

Teaching English and Armen-
ian classes for the Department
of Foreign Languages and Liter-
ature at the institution, Kouymj-
ian's work focused around two
primary courses. The first was
an English course focusing on a
series of plays written by locat
author William Saroyan, entitied
“An Armenian Trilogy." The
other was a 20th century Ameri-
can literature class with a spe-
cial emphasis on Armenian-
American authors.

While Kouymjian says the
assignment proved to be event-
ful for several reasons, the most
significant reason was because
of the distinct difference he
noted between American and
Armenian students.

“My students there knew more
than my students here,” he says.
“Of course, my students here
don't know much, right?”

“But while | say that [my stu-
dents in Armenia] were much
less inteliectually curious than
my students here. They hardly
ever spoke up in class and itwas
difficult to get them to answer up
in what we would call a class-
room discussion. American stu-
dents who know nothing always
ready to talk, right? This is the
major difference.”

But, Kouymijian is quick to
point out the blame shouid not
be placed on the American stu-
dents because their knowledge
level is below that of students in
other countries, because the
level of education in America
has been below that of other
countnes for some time, he
says.

Perhaps it is because of

Kouymjian's concern over the
level of education being taught
in America that he has practi-
cally taken it upon himself to try
and establish the Armenian Stu-
dies program at CSUF to what
he calls “the best of its kind in
the country.”
He has recently been working
on raising money for a future
$300,000 endowment fund that
will pay an enhanced salary for &
department chairperson
through capital raisec by the
interest the endowment money
earns. While there are aiready
two other similar endowment
plans that have been proposeg
at the University, Kouymjian
says he is hoping the one being
raised in the Armenian Siudies
Department will be the first to
actually name a new chairper-
son this spring.

“I've always been concerned -
always been eager - that Armen-
ian studies be permanently
institutionalized here at Fresno
State,” he says. “At first |
thought it could be done some
other way than going out ang
tooking for it. Then | realizec
there was no other way.”
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By ANNE DUDLEY
Bee staff writer

A lecture series on genocide and
mass Kkillings in the 20th century
will be conducted at Fresno State
University this semester, beginning
with a presentation Feb. 6 on “De-
ception in the Holocaust® by Holo-
caust expert Jacob Boas.

The series of public forums, first
of its kind at FSU, is funded by the
School of Social Sciences, the Ar-
meniap_studies program_and the
history department.

Other lectures will be presented
on the Ukrainian famine of 1932-33
on Feb. 27, mass killings in Cambo-
dia under General Pol Pot's Com-
munist regime from 1975 to 1978 on
April 3, the massacre of Armenians
by the Turkish government during
World War 1 on April 24 and the
current violence against blacks by
blacks in independent African na-
tions on May 8.

All lectures will be free of charge
in Room 200 above the cafeteria at
FSU. The public is invited. Students
may earn one unit of credit by pay-
ing $30 to the Division of Extended
Education at FSU.

Peter Klassen, dean of the School
of Social Sciences, said that the lec-
tures were important not only for
teaching history but also to alen
people about atrocities stili occur-
ring against humans.

Historians generally attribute 100

See Killings, Page 83
Killings
Continued trom Metro page

million deaths in the 20th centurv 1o
deliberate acts of violence. includ-
ing wars, Kiassen said. A larpe me
jority of those deaths were caused
by deliberate starvation. genocide
and the killing of innocent civilizns
he said.

“The idea of mass murder is for-
eign to our present world.” Klassen
said. "but no centuny has
violent than the Zuth

“Alot of people in th
sccial sciences] were d
and decided 10 do i,
learm wi

aier: us

Concern has been voiced recently
that textbook writers have glossed
over recent genocide and mass kill-
ings in world history, Klassen said.
and there is a movement among
some educators to add the study of
genocide to the public high school
curricula.

In a 1986 speech to the Associa-
tion of American Publishers, then-
Undersecretary of Education Gary
L. Bauer faulted textbooks for “seni-
ously misleading” children “about
the nature of the Soviet system" and
wanted more attention given to vio-
lation of human rights, including
genocide, in communist nations.

_According to an article on world
hisiory books™ coverage of genncide
by Virginia Polvtechnic Institute
and State University Professor Dan
Fleming. genocide authorities gen-
erally agreed that the following acts
in history should be considered for
inclusion in secondary-level history
books:

The Turkish genocide, German
genocide against Jews and Gyvpsies
during World War II, Soviet purges
under Joseph Stalin, Soviet famine
in the Ukraine and the elimination
of the Kulaks, genocide in Cambo-
dia under Pol Pot, genocide in
Uganda under Idi Amin, genocide
in Bangladesh by Pakistan govern-
ment and purges in Indonesia of
Communists.

While numerous examples of
genocide existed before the 20th
century, Fleming writes, English
historian Arnold Tovnbee believed
that this century initiated a new era
in genocide using modern technolo-
gv and organization to carry out
mass murders, such as the Germans
did against the Jews and Gypsies.

FSU's lecture senes will deal with
five of those genocides. “Deception
of the Holocaust™ will be presented
by Boas. associate director of the
Holocaust Center of Northern Cab-
fornia in San Francisco. “The Ukrai-
nian Famine of 1932-33: A Case
Study in Genocide,” will be presern-
ed by James Mace, staff director of
tme Commission on the Ukrainian
ramine in Washington, D.C., and
iurmer research associate of the
Ukrainian Research Institute of
Harvard Universiny

"Armenian Genocide:

e and Denial” will be pre
Lo RLohars Honurtosior, gee
Lrector of the Vor Granebaur

for Near Fastern Swadien o

the University of California at Los
Angeles. “Mass Violence in Inde-
pendent Africa” will be presented
by Lewis Gann, senior fellow of the
Hoover Institution at Stanford Uni-
versity.

“Cambodia: A Killing Field Revis-
ited,” will be presented by David
Hawk, associate of the Columbia
Center for the Study of Human
Rights and director of the Cambodi-
an Documentation Commission, di-
rector of the Khmer Program of the
World Conference on Religion and
Peace and former executive director
of the United States section of An-
nesty International.

The Cambodian and Armenian
lectures will have added meaning
for Fresno-area audience members
because of the large number of
Cambodians and Armenians whe
reside in the central San Joaguin
Valley.

Klassen said that Fresno-are:
Cambodians have been invited to
participate in the Cambodian pre-
sentation.

“We're going to try 1o bring som:
human faces [to the lecture series).”
Klassen said.

The documentary film about
Cambodia under Pol Pot. “The Kili-
ing Fields,” mav be shown the even.
ing of the Apni! 3 lecture, Kiasser
said. “Harves: of Sorrow.” & docu-
mentary ahcut the Ukrainian fa
ine. will be shown the night of the
Ukrainian lecture on Feb. 27.
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CSUF to Hold Lecture Serieson Genocide

FRESNG — The California
State Umiversity, Fresno, Armen-
ian Studies Program, the Depart-
ment of History. and the School
of Sacial Sciences are sponsoring
a series of public forums on
“Genocide and Mass Killings in
the 20th Century™ during the
Spring 1989 semester.

Dr. Richard Hovannisian, Pro-
fessor of Armenian History and
holder of the Armenian Educa-
tional  Foundation Endowed
Chair in Modern Armenian His-
tory at UCLA, will b one of
five renowned scholars featured
in the serics. Hovannisian will
speak at CSUF at 12 noon on
April 24, on the topic “Armen-
ian Genocide Remembrance and
Denial.”

Jacob  Boas. Associate Di-
rector of the Holocaust Center

of Northern California, San
Francisco, will speak on Feb.
6. on “Deception in the Holo
caust.”

James Mace, staff Director of

the Commission on the Uk-
rainian ~ Famine, Washington,
D.C.. will lecture on Feb. 27 cm

“The Ukrainian Famine of 1932-
19333: A Case Study in Geno-
cide.™

David Hawk. Associate of the
Columbia Center for the Study
of Human Rights and Directo:
of the Cambodian Documenta-
tion Commission, will speak on
April 3. on “Cambodia: The
Killing Fields Revisisted.”

Lewis Gann, Senior Fellow of
the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University, will speak on Mayv §.
on “Mass Violence in Indepen-
dent Africa.”

The forums are open to the
public and those interested in re-
ceiving credit for the
may register through the ex-

(:-v".,'u
CHICs

tension progran: for 1 unit of
credit in Armenian Studies 1207
or History 1297, Additiona
readings and other assigments
are outlined in the syliabi

All of the lectures will be
held on Mondavs at noon. in
the Upstairs Cafeteria. Room
200, on the CSUF cam

For additonal informa
please contact the ASP at (
204.2669.
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CSUF Sponsors
Genocide Forum

FRESNO - The California

State University Fresno Arme-
nian_Studies Program, the
‘Department of History and the
School of Social Sciences are
sponsoring a series of public
forums on ‘“*Genocide and Mass
Killings in the 20th Century”
during the Spring 1989 semester.

Five renowned scholars will
address the theme during the
series which will begin in
February, in the Upstairs Cafe-
teria Room 200 on the CSUF
campus.

Jacob Boas. Associate Director
of the Holocaust Center of Nor-
thern California, San Francisco.
will open the program Feb. 6 at
noon with a lecture, **Deception
in the Holocaust.

James Mace, Staff Director of
the Commission on the Ukrainian
Famine, from Washington D.C..
will lecture on Feb. 27 on **The
Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33: A
Case Studv in Genocide."

David Hawk, Associate of the
Columbia Center for the Study of
Human Rights and Director of the
Cambodian Documentation Com-
mission will speak on April 3 on
“*‘Cambodia: The Killing Fields
Revisited. ™

Dr. Richard Hovannisian. Pro-
fessor of Armenian History and
holder of the Armenian Educa-
tional Foundation Chair in
Modern Armenian History  at
UCLA. will speak on "*Armenian
Genocide: Remembrance and
Demal.”” on April 24
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Genocide & Mass Killings in the 20th
Century Can Be Studied at CSUF

FRESNO, Calif. - The Califor-
nia State University, Fresno
Armenian Studies Program, the
Department of History and the
Schoo! of Social Sciences are
sponsoring a series of public
forums on “Genocide and Mass
Kitiings in the 20th Century”
during the spring 1889
semester. ..

Dr. Richard Hovannisian, Pro-
fessor of Armenian History and
holder of the Armenian Educa-
tional Foundation Endowed
Chair in Modern Armenian His-
tory at UCLA will be one of five
renowned scholars featured in
the series. Prof. Hovannisian will
speak at CSUF at 12:00 noon on
April 24 on the topic, "Armenian
Genocide: Remembrance and
Denizal.” All of the lectures will
be held on Mondays. at noon, in
the Upstairs Cafeleria, Room
200 on the CSUF campus.

Jacob Boas. Associate Direc-
wor of the ~ciocaust Center of
Northern Czifornia, San Fran-
CISCO. wili speak on February 6
on "Deceptior in the Hcio-

caust.” James Mace, Staff Direc-
tor of the Commission on the
Ukrainian Famine, Washington,
D.C., will lecture on February 27
on “The Ukrainian Famine of
1832-1933: A Case Study in
Genocide.” Daid Hawk, Asso-
ciate of the Columbia Center for
the Study of Human Rights and
director of the Cambodian Doc-
umentation Commission, will
speak on April 3 on “Cambodia:
The Killing Fields Revisited.”
Lewis Gann, Senior Feliow of
the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University, will speak on May 8
on “Mass Violence in independ-
ent Africa.”

The forums are open to the
public and those interested in
receiving credit for the series
may register through the exten-
sion program for one unit of
credit in Armenian Studies 1207
or History 1297, Addiucna:
readings and other assignmenis
are outiined in the syliabi. For
additonal informatior, pieass
contact the ASP at (209; 264-
266¢



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRE&RC
-« ARCHIVE - PREBNO. CALIFORNIA €3740

SOURCE The Armenian Mirror-Spectator: Watertown, DATE February 4, 1989
MA
SUBJECT _ Prof. Der Mugrdechian's Quote of the Week PAGE 1 of !

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, commenting on a Fresno Bee editorial (January 13, 1989!
dealing with the announcement that Turkey would open its Armenian Genocide
archives: :

“It is far past the time of looking for ‘documents’ which would exonerate
the Turkish government because the documentation is already so overwhelm-
ingly in favor of the charge of Genocide. Presidents of the United States, the
Congress, and international bodies have all found the Turkish government
responsible for the genocide. '

“In paragrah four the editorial states that Armenians may not be satisfied
with anything less than an official Turkish apology and an admission that
what happened in 1915 was attempted genocide. Does The Bee realize that
there is nothing less? The admission of guilt would then need to be followed by
the appropriate punishment, to deter future genocides. This would include a
return of the occupied Western Armenian lands.

“What Armenians want more than a simple apology is the right to live on
the land where their forefathers lived for thousands of years and which was
Armenian 2,000 years before the Turks made their appearance in Asia Minor.
Why should Armenians be satisfied with less than that? Is there justice for the
over 1.5 million Armenians who died in the genocide or the thousands of or-
phans and destitute refugees who survived?"’
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CSUF to present forum on
genocide & mass killings in 20th century

The California State Univer-

sity Fresno Armenian Studies

Program and Department of
History, and School of Social
Sciences are sponsoring a series
of public forums on ’Genocide
and Mass Killings in the 20th
Century” during the Spring
1989 semester.

Dr. Richard Hovannisian,
Professor of Armenian History
and holder of the Armenian
Educational Foundation En-
dowed Chair in Modern Arme-
nian History at UCLA will be
one of five renowned scholars
featured in the series. Professor
Hovannisian will speak at
CSUF at 12:00 noon on April
24th on the topic ““Armenian
Genocide: Remembrance and
Denial.”” All of the lectures will
be held on Mondays, at noon in
the Upstairs Cafeteria, Room
200 on the CSUF campus.

Jacob Boas, Associate Director
of the Holocaust Center of Nor-
thern California, San Francisco
will speak on Feburary 6 on

“’Deception in the Holocaust.”
James Mace, Staff Director of
the Commission on the Ukrai-
nianFamine, Washington, D.C.
will lecture on February 27 on
““The Ukrainian Famine of
1932-1933: A Case Study in
Genocide.”” David Hawk,
Associate of the Columbia
Center for the Study of Human
Rights and Director of the Cam-
bodian Documentation Com-
mission will speak on April 3 on
““Cambodia: The Killing Fields
Revisited.”” Lewis Gann, Senior
Fellow of the Hoover Institu-
tion, Stanford University wil
speak on May 8 on “"Mass
Violence in Independent
Africa.”

The forums are open to the
public and those interested in
receiving credit for the series
may register through the exten-
sion program for 1 unit of credit
in Armenian Studies 120T or
History 129T. Additional
readings and other assignments
are outlined in the svllabi.
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CSUF Courses on 20th Century
Genocide and Mass Killings

FRESNO-—The California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, the Department of History, and
the School of Social Sciences are spon-
soring a series of public forums on
““Genocide and Mass Killings in the 20th
Century’” during the Spring 1989
semester.

Dr. Richard Hovannisian, Professor of

Armenian History and holder of the:

Armenian Educationa! Foundation En-
dowed Chair in Modern Armenian
History at UCLA, will be one of five
renowned scholars featured in the
series. Professor Hovannisian will speak
at CSUF at 12 noon on April 24 on the
topic “Armenian Genccide: Remem-
brance and Denial.”

All of the lectures wili be held on
Mondays at noon in the Upstairs
Cafeteria, Room 200 on the CSUF
campus.

Jacob Boas, Associate Director of the
Holocaust Center of Northern California,
San Francisco, will speak on Feb. 6 on

“’Deception in the Holocaust.” James
Mace, Staff Director of the Commission
on the Ukrainian Famine, Washington
D.C., will iecture on Feb. 27 on ""The
Ukrainian Famine of 1932-1933: A Case
Study in Genocide.” David Hawk,
Associate of the Columbia Center for
the Study of Human Rights and Direc-
tor of the Cambodian Documentation
Commission will speak on Aprit 3 on
““Cambodia: The Killing Fields
Revisited.”” Lewis Gann, Senior Feliow
of the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University, will speak on May 8 on
“"Mass Violence in Independent Africa.”

The forums are open to the public and
those interested in receiving credit for
the series may register through the ex-
tension program for 1 unit of credit in
Armenian Studies 1207 or History 1297,
Additional readings and other assign-
ments are outlined in the syliabi. For ad-
ditional information please contact the
ASP at (208) 294-2669.
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20th Century Mass Killings Lecture Series In Fresno

The California State Universi-
ty, Fresno Armenian Studies
Program, the Department of
History and the School of Social
Sciences are sponsoring a series
of public forums on ""Genocide
and Mass Killings in the 20th
Century’’ during the spring
1989 semester.

‘Dr. Richard Hovannisian,
professor of Armenian history
and holder of the Armenian
Educational Foundation En-
dowed Chair in Modern Arme-
nian History at UCLA will be
one of five scholars featured in
the series. He will speak at
CSUF at 12 noon on April 24 on
the topic, "Armenian Genocide:
Remembrance and Denial."" Al
lectures will be held on Mon-

days, at noon, in the Upstairs
Cafeteria, Room 200 on the
CSUF campus.

Jacob Boas, associate director
of the Holocaust Center of
Northern California, San Fran-
cisco, spoke on February 6 on
“"Deception in the Holocaust."
James Mace, staff director of the
Commission on the Ukrainian
Famine, Washington, DC will
lecture on February 27 on “'The
Ukrainian Famine of 1932-

1933: A Case Study in Geno-
cide.”" David Hawk, associate of
the Columbia Center for the
Study of Human Rights and di-
rector of the Cambodian Docu-
mentation Commission will
speak on Aprii 3 on “Cambodia:
The Killing Fields Revisited."”
Lewis Gann, senior fellow of
the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University will speak on May 8
on ""Mass Viclence in Indepen-
dent Africa.”
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Scholar urges
efforts to free
Armenians

By JIM STEINBERG
Bee staft writer

Earthquake devastation dominat-
ed news coverage about Soviet Ar-
menia last vear, but longer running
political tremors deserve more at-
tention. a Fresno State Universin
Armenian studies scholar said Mon-
dav.

Bariow Der Mugrdechian, the
FSU Armenian Siudies program's

ties for the relezse of jailed kara-
bakh Committee members and
other arrested Armerian activisis.

He cited hope and disillusion.
ment among Soviet Armenians i
Sovier President Mikhzil Gorba-
chev. Both emotions are ned to Gor-
bachev's evolving position on Sovici
Armenian politicai demands and as-
pirations.

Soviet Armenians pinned grea
hopes on Gorbachev's  reform
movement before the Dec. 7 eurth-
quehe, Der Mugrdechian seid, Dis
content aver Soviet relief perform-
ance after the ecerthquake mined
with continuing political demands.

Gorbachev cut short his U.S. visit

Sec Armenia, Page B14

Armenia

Continued from Metro page

after the earthquake and hurried to
Soviet Armenia. An anxious, hostile
crowd surrounded him there, and
Gorbachev vented his frustration
and anger, accusing Armenian ac-
tivists of twisting reaction to the
earthquake to their own political
ends.

Der Mugrdechian cited claims by
the Zorvan Institute of Cambridge.
Mass., an Armenian think tank, that
“Soviet authorities have taken ad-
vantage of the chaos following the

earthquake to repress the na-
tional democratic movement in So-
viet Armenia.”

The Zoryan Institute’s project co-
ordinator 1s Mark Malkasian, for-
meriv of Fresno. Malkasian was
studving in Soviet Armenia during
the mass protests last vear.

Der Mugrdechian said two pro-
fessors from the University of Yere-
van in Soviet Armenia will speak
about politics there at noon March
10 in Room 309 of the FSU College
Union.

History Professor Ashod Galovan
and Socioiogy Professor Bagrat Edi-
lian are scheduled to appear.

Der Mugrdechian said that Soviet
Armenians find perplexing contra-
dicuons in Gorbachev. During mass
protests  last vear, Armenians
pinned much of their hopes on Gor-
bachev for return of the Nagorno
Karabakh region of Soviet Azerbai-
jan to neighboring Soviet Armenia.

The earthquake intervened. Sovi-
et Armenians were dissatisfied with
Soviet authorities’ earthquake relice!
efiorts and impressed with a grass-
roots effort by the Karabakh Com-
mittee and its supporiers.

Soviel physicist Andrei Sakharov,
a Nobel laureate and human-rights
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DATE February 2%, 1
PAGE 1 of !

2 (s

jie}
om

champion. is among those disss
ied with Gorbachev's reaction 1+
Karabakh Comminee. He hus ¢
the confrontation between Aze
jan and Armenia “a litmus e
Gorbachev's ethnic policy.
Gorbachev has removed admire~
tration of Nagorno-Karabakh from
the Azerbaijan Kepublic 1o a con
mittee of Russian ethnics in tiuw
Russian Federated State. This
preferable 10 Armenians. Der M
grdechian said. because the ethnic
roots of Azerbaijunis are Turki-k
Armenians were victims of Turkist
persecution and massacres

Der Mugrdechian suid that Sonwe
authorines “are arresting Ver
people who are reformi HIEN

tem and putuing them in jail ~

Gorbachev and other Soviet
cials appear to be sensitive 1o woril
public opinion. he said. so there 1
worldwide effort to raise aw
about the jailed Armenian activie:-

They include academies. jo
ists, scientists and other ntel]
als. Theyv face charges of org
group actions agains: put
violating public order 1n
and demonstrations: and v
the equality of rig! | j
and races. Each Tov Carmes
maximum three-vear prison term

The Soviet Armenian protes
movement has sought returr of
lands taken from the Sovier Arme.
nian republic by Josef Stalin and
transfered to Azerbaijan. It also hae
raised issues of corruption und poi-
lution.

The movement is not sep
Der Mugrdechian said, &
Soviet authory :
cerned that un
ther among the m
ties that constitu e cou e

“We don't know how many’ wi .
arrested, Der M I
“Therr only crime s the
long to the movenyer:.”
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Kouymjian Takes CSUF Armenian
Studies To New Academic Standards

FRESNO - Califorma State
University, Fresno professor
Dickran Kouymjian won't admit
that he is a hard man to please.
but don't get the impression he is
a push-over. either.

Through hard work invested in
seven-day work weeks, this
Armenian studies professor has
come ta know a higher degree of
standards for success. In fact,
these standards have come by
wav of many things. including a
list of academic and social ac-
tivities that would leave the
average man behind. choking in
the dust.

I wouldn't call myself a per-
fectionist. but I guess I do have
expectations that exceed the
average person.”” Kouymjian
says. "Maybe I ask too much...
I don't know.™

What this former Professor of
the Year at CSUF in 1985 ap-
parently has come to know is a
fairly good understanding of the

world around him. But, while
Kouymjian continues to pursue
his understanding of the world
under a full head of steam. he
says his ultimate goal may prove
1o be his toughest challenge yet.

1 just want to come to unders-
tand myself,”" he says with con-
fidence. “*After all, isn't that
what every man hopes to do?"

To understand Kouymyjian and
his standards for success. it is im-
portant to know a little bit about
his past. In particular, it is impor-
tant to discuss a one-semester
assignment in the Sovier Union
the professor performed in 1987
after he received a Fulbright
Senijor Lectureship to teach at the
Armeniar State University in

Narasar the mamital o A seaam i

Teaching English and Armen-
ian classes for the Department of
Foreign Languages and Litera-
ture at the institution, Kouym-
jian’s work focused around two
primary courses. The first was an
English course on a series of
plays written by local author
William Saroyan, entitled ‘*An
Armenian Trilogy.”’ The other
was a twentieth-century Ameri-
can literature class with special
emphasis on Armenian-American
authors.

While Kouymjian says the
assignment proved to be eventful,
the most significant reason was
because of the distinct difference
he noted between American and
Armenian students.

““‘My students there knew more
than my students here,’" he says.
“*Of course, my students here
don’t know much, right?

“‘But while 1 say that. [my
students in Armenia] were much
less intellectually curious than my
students here. They hardly ever
spoke up in class and it was dif-
ficult to get them to answer up in
what we could call a classroom
discussion. American students
who know nothing are always
ready to talk, right? This is the
major difference.”

But, Kouymjian is quick to
point out the blame should not be
placed on the American students
because their knowledge level is
below that of students in other
countries, because the level of
education in American has been
below that of other countries for
some time. he says.

“*We are a nation that has no
shyness about saying things, even
if we know absolutely nothing
about the subject,” he adds. “*We
are taught to speak up. answer
and ask questions. Over there.
they are more reserved, perhaps
because of the political system.
even though that i1s changing a bit
with [Soviet leader Mikhail] Gor-
bachev's perestroika and
glasnost. "

In addition to the difference he
noted between Soviet and Ame-
rican students, Kouymjian also
says he noticed a distinction bet-
ween the teaching professions in
each country.

“*Teachers over there have the
sarme value a teacher used to have
here 40-50 years ago,'" he savs.
"A professor is someone of
dignity over there; here a pro-
fessor isn’t much of anvthing.”

Perhaps it is because of
Kouymjian's concern over the
level of education being taught in
America that he has practically
taken it upon himself to try and
establish the Armenian Studies
program at CSUF to what he calis
“‘the best of its kind in the

country."’
By Steven Lashley

The Daily Collegian



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY., FRESNC

- ARCHIVE o FRESNO, CALIFORNIA #3740
SOURCE The California Courier: Glendale, C2 DATE March 2, 1980
SUBJECT _ Stanford Students Hear Lecture from Prof. PAGE 1 of 1

Der Mugrdechian

Stanford Students
Hear Lecture

By Armen Hovanessian
PALO ALTO, Calif. - Barlow
der Mugrdechian, professor of
Armeni ies at Fr State
University, gave a lecture and slide
presentation at Stanford Universi-
ty on Jan. 27.
Continued on Page 11

Stanford
Students...

Continued from Page 10

Sponsored by the  Stanford
Armenian Students  Association,
the evening program was design-
ed to hewhten the community’s
awareness of the political situation
In Armeni with special attention
on the reunification of Karabagh.
and ramificauons for Gorbachev s
perestroika and glasnost policies.

Over 60 people came to hear
Prof. Der Mugrdechian related the
chronology of the 1988 mass
demonstratons and discuss the umn-
pact of the popular movement on
the Soviet government. He il-
lustrated the lecture with slide pic-
wres he had taken while 1in
Armenia with the Fresno State
Summer Armenian Studies Pro-
gram in Yerevan.

Peppering his talk with personal
anecdotes, he sought to dispel cer-
tain myths. He argued that the
Yerevan government was not in-
itially receptive to the call for the
reunificaton of Karabagh, but
because of the widespread support.
was forced to come around. reluc-
tantly. Further, he claimed that the
now-removed Armenian commu-
nist leaders (notably First Secretary
Karen Demirjian) prohibited
Armenian historians and scholars
from countering Azerbaijani claims
to Karabagh. Before ending his
lecture, Der Mugrdechian en-
couraged the audience to write let-
ters to their congressmen in sup-
port for the release of Armenian
political prisoners in the Soviet
Union, especially the Karabagh
Committee members.

Peter Pashigian. treasurer for the
Stanford ASA, presented Prof. Der
Mugrdechian with a book as a
token of appreciation. following
the lecture.
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Calif. State University Offers Courses
in Armenian Studies This Spring

FRESNO, Cailit. - The Califor-
nia State University  Fresno
Armerian Studies Program s
offering a one unit course.
Armerian Studies 120T-Armer:-
1an Cooking. on Friday. March 3,
anc Saturday, March 10, 198%.

The two-cay course wil:
concentrale on a practical ap-
proach 1o cooking Armenian
100C anc wili inciude hancs-or
experience in food preparation
Comprehensive recipes wili pro-
vide the students the basis for
menu preparation An ex-
planauor ¢of the foods anc
regionat specialties wili also be
giscussed

Mrs. Eva Shahenian of Fresno
will be the main instructo: to:
the course. She is a nurse anc &
teacher by profession anc has
taught Armenian cuisine anc
cooking &t the American-
Armenian international Coiiegs
Mrs. Shahenian is also active
the First Armenian Presbyteriar,
Church. Other guests for the
weekenc wili be Sammie
Ganimian of Hye Quality Baher,
in Fresno and Mrs. Norme De:
Mugraechian

Bariow Der Mugrdechiar
Acting Director of the Armenizr
Studies Program, wili be tne
overali coordimnator for 1he
course

PAGE
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Lecture/Slide Presentation Given at Stanford

STANFORD, Calif. - Spon-
sored by the Stanford Armenian
Students  Association, Barlow
Nian,. Erofessor of
Armensan Stuo:es at the Cabifor-
ma State University, Fresno,
ga\e a lecture and siide pre-
sentation at Stanford University
on January 27, 1889, The even-
INg program was designed 1o
he:ghten the community's
awareness of the politicai situa-
tiofn i Armenia with special at-
tention on the reunification of
Karabagh and its ramifications
icr Gorbachev's perestroika ana
Qiasnost pohicies

Cver 60 peopie came to hear
Der Mugrdechian relate
t& chronology of the June 1988
nass demonstratuons and dis-
¢ g2 the impact of the popula:

locat anc
He showed

ement on the
oviel government

s of the demonstrations he
EYe zake:, whiie in Armenia with
1gle uﬂlve(bn)
no, Su’nmr—' Armenian Stu-
- program
nile peppering his talk with
Cna: aneccotes, he sought

T o0 rn'7~
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to dispet certain myths that have
been circulating in the Diaspora
community. He argued that the
local government was not
initally receptive to the call for
the reunitication of Karabagh
but because of the widespread
support, was forced to come
around, albeit reluctantiy.
Furthermore, he claimed that
the now-removed Armenian
Communist leaders (most nota-
bty Karen Demirjian) prohibitec
Armenian historians anc scho-
lars from countering Azerbaian
claims to Karabagh. Before enc-
ing his lecture. the Professor
encouraged the audience 1c
write letters 1¢ theur congress-
men in support {cr the reiease ¢
Armenian politicai prisoners,
especially the Karabagh Com-
mittee members.

Peter Pashigian, Treasurer {o-
the Stanford ASA, preseniec
Frot. Der Mugroechiar w :
DOOK &s a token of appreciatior
Follovung the lecture. the Sian
ford group nostec & sociai ever:
for ali Bay Area ASA members.
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Cooking Course
Starts at CSUF

FRESNO - The California
State University, Fresno Arme-
nian Studies Program is offering
a one-unit course, Armenian
Studies 120T — Armenian Cook-
ing. on March 3 and March 10.

The two-day course will con-
centrate on a practical approach
to cooking Armenian food and
will include hands-on experience
in food preparation. Comprehen-
sive recipes will provide the
students with the basis for menu
preparation and an explanation of
the foods and regional specialties
will also be discussed.

Eva Shahenian of Fresno will
be the main instructor for the
course. She is a nurse and a
teacher by profession and has
taught Armenian cuisine and
cooking at the Armenian-Ameri-
can International College in La
Verne. Other guests for the
classes will be Sammie Ganimian
of Hye Quality Bakery in Fresno
and Mrs. Norma Der Mugrde-
chian.

The course will meet at 4:00
p.m. in the Art-Home Economics
Building, Room 105 at the CSUF
campus.
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Arm. Cooking Course at CSUF

The California State University, Fresno Armenian Studies Program is offering
a one-unit course, Armenian Studies 120T-Armenian Cooking, on Saturday, March
10.

The two-day course will concentrate on a practical approach to cooking Arme-
nian food and will include hands-on experience in food preparation. Comprehen-
sive recipes will provide the students the basis for menu preparation, and an ex-
planation of the foods and regional specialties will also be provided.

Mrs. Eva Shahenian of Fresno will be the main instructor for the course. She
is a nurse and a teacher by profession and has taught Armenian cuisine and cook-
ing at the American-Armenian International College. Mrs. Shahenian is also ac-
tive in the First Armenian Presbyterian Church. Other guests for the weekend wil!
be Sammie Ganimian of Hye Quality Bakery in Fresno and Mrs. Norma Der
Mugrdechian.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, acting director of the Armenian Studies Program will
be the overall coordinator for the course. The course will meet at 4 p.m. in the
Art-Home Economics Building, Room 105 on the campus of CSUF. For more in-
formation, call the ASJP at 294-2669. =



ARMENIAN

STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY.

FREBNCG. CALIFORMIA 83740

DATE March &, 1980

FRESKC

- ARCHIVE -
SOURCE _ The Armenian Observer: Hollywood, CA
SUBJECT Professors Bagrat Edilian and Ashot Galovan PAGE

1 of 1

To Talk at CSUF About Armenia

Fresnans to Hear Edilian and Galoyan

FRESNO — Professors Bagrat
Edilian and Ashot Galoyan of
Yerevan State University will be
guests of the CSU Fresno Ar-
menian Studies Program and Ar-
menian Students Organization,
March 9 to 11.

On Friday. March 10. at 12
noon. they will participate in a
panel discussion, “Armenia and
Perestroika: Social and Political
Developments in Soviet Armen-
ia.” Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
Acting Director of the Armenian
Studies Program at CSUF will
moderate the panel, which will
be held in Room 309 of the
University Student Union.

Later that evening, Edilian
and Galovan will meet with the
Valley Armenian community in
an informal presentation at

7:30 p.m. in the Kasper Hovan-
nisian Hall of the Armenian
Community School of Fresno.
A reception will follow.

Bagrat Edilian is a political
scientist who specializes in the
sociology of the current nation-
al-democratic movement in Sov-
iet Armenia, national relations in
the USSR, and sociological ana-
lysis of the content of demo-
cracy in socialism and capital-
ism. During 1988-89, he is an
IREX visiting scholar in the
United States at the University
of Kansas in the Fall and at the
University of Southern Cali-
fornia in the Spring.

Ashot Galoyan is a lecturer in
the department of history at the
Yerevan State University and is
visiting the United States on a

one-year IREX program. His in-
terests are in the field of the
history of the Trans-Caucasus.
1917-1921 - and the Western
sources relating to that period.
He spent the fall of 1988 a1 the
University of Michigan working
with Dr. Ronald Suny and is
spending January-June of this
year working with Dr. Richard
Hovannisian at UCLA.

The public is cordially in-
vited to both presentations. Ad-
mission is free to both and more
information is available througl;
the Armenian Studies Program
at 294-2669.
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Scholar Urges
Efforts to Free
Armenians

Earthguake devasiaiion dominated nows coverace
about Soviet Armenia last year, but Jonger running
political remors deserve more attention, a Fresno St
University Armenian studies scholar said Monday.

Barlow grdechian. the FSU Armenian
Studies program's acting dircctor, urged greater
international pressure on Sovict authorities for the
release of jailed Karabagh Committee members and other
arrested Armenian activists.

He cited hope and disiliusionment among Sovier
Armcnians in Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev,
Both emotions are ticd 1o Gorbachev's evolving position
on Soviet Armenian political demands and aspirations.

Sovict Armcnians pinnced great hopes on
Gorbachev's reform movement before the Dec. 7
carthquake, Der Mugrdechian said. Discontent over
Sovict relief performance after the carthquake mixed with
continuing poliucal demands.

Gorbachev cut short his US visit after the
carthquake and hurricd 10 Soviet Armenia. An anxious,
hostile crowd surrounded him there, and Gorbachev
vented his frustration and anger, accusing Armenian
aclivists of twisting rcaction 1o the carthquake to their
own political ends.

Der Mugrdechian cited claims by the Zoryan
irsutute of Cambridge, Mass., an Armenian think tank.
that "Sovict authorities have taken advantage of the
chaos following the... earthguake 1o repress the national
democratic movement in Soviet Armenia”

The Zoryan Institute's project coordinalor is Mark
Malkasian, formerly of Fresno. Malkasian was studying
in Sovict Armenia during the mass protests last year.

Der Mugrdechian said two professors fron the
University of Yerevar in Soviet Armenia will speak
about politics there at noon March 10 in Room 309 of
the FSU College Union.

History Professor Ashod Galovan and Sociology
Professor Bagrat Edilian are scheduled 1o appear.

Der Mugrdechian said that Sovict Armenians {ind
perplexing contradicuons in Gorbachev, During mass
protesis last vear, Armenians pinned much of therr hopes
on Gorbachev for return of the Nagorno Karabauh recion
of Soviet Azerbayan to neighboring Soviet Armenia,

The earthquake intervencd, Sovielr Armenians wor
dissatisfied wiih Soviet authorinies’ carthguake reho
efforts and mmpressed with a grassroots effor
Karabagh Comnutice and 118 Supporiers.

qui
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Soviet phvsicist Andrei Sakharov, a Nobe! laurcat:
and human-rights champion, is among these dissatisiied
with Gorbachev's reaction 1o the Karabagh Commiticc.
He has called the confrontation between Azerbatjan and
Armenia "a litmus test” for Gorbachev's ethnic policy,

Gorbachev has removed administration of Nag
Karabagh from the Azerbaijan Republic to a commites
of Russian ethnics in the Russian Federated Suite, This
is preferable 10 Armcnians. Der Mugrdechian
because the cthnic roots of Azerbaijunis are Turk
Armenians were victims of Turkish persecuiion
massacres.

Der Mugrdechian said that Soviet authoritics "
arresting the very people who are refornting their svaem
and putting them in jail."” )

Gorbachev and other Sovie:
sensitive 1o world public opinjon. he
worldwide effort 10 raise avorences al

-

They include academics joum
other inmtellectuals. Thev fucd
group acuons against public ord.
in mectings and demonst
equality of rights of ratuonulive,
Carrics a maximum three-veur Pr

The Sovier Armenia prowst mevemont hus <o
return of lands taken from the Sovict Armenian
by Josef Stalin and transferred w0 Azerbaan, Hale
raised issucs of corruption and pollution,

The movement is not separanst, Dy
said, although Sovict authoritios
that unrest could spread furihor
minorities that constiute the oo

"We don't k
Mugrdechian suid. " Thei
1o the movement ~
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Armenian Cooking Course

The Califormia State Umiversity, Fresno Armenian
Studies Program is offering a one unit course, Armenian
Studies 120T-Armenian Cooking. on Frdav, March 3
and Suaturday, March 10, 1980,

The two day course will concentrate on a practical
approach o cooking Armenian food and will include
hand-on experience in food preparation. Comprehensive
recipes will provide die students the basis {or menu
preparation and an explanation of the foods and regiona!
spocialiics wWill also be discussed.

Mro Eva Shahenian of Fresne will bo the main
Instructor for tie course. She is a nurse and a teacher Iy
pro‘cmm and has wught Armenian culsing and cooking
—\m“r can-Armenian International College, Mrs

i~ ulso avonve o the First Arlmm E
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Fresno Scholar Urges Efforts to
Free Armenians Jailed in Moscow

FRESNO - Earthquake
devastation dominated news
coverage about Soviet Armenia
last year, but longer running
political tremors deserve more at-
tention, a Fresno State Universi-
ty Armenian studies scholar said
last week.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, the
FSU Armenian Stwudies Pro-
gram’s acting director. urged
greater international pressure on
Soviet authorities for the release
of jailed Karabagh Commitee
members and other arrested
Armenian activists.

He cited hope and disillusion-
ment among Soviet Armenians in
Soviet President Mikhail Gor-
bachev. Both emotions are tied to
Gorbachev’s evolving position on
Soviet Armenian political de-
mands and aspirations.

Soviet Armenians pinned great
hopes on Gorbachev's reform
movement before the Dec. 7 ear-
thquake. Der Mugrdechian said.
Discontent over Soviet relief per-
formance after the earthquake
mixed with continuing political
demands.

Gorbachev cut short his U.S,
visit after the earthquake and hur-
ried to Soviet Armenia. An anx-
ious, hostile crowd surrounded
him there, and Gorbachev vented
his frustration and anger. accus-
ing Armenian activists of twisting
reaction to the earthquake to their
own political ends.

Der Mugrdechian cited claims
by the Zoryan Institute of Cam-
bridge, Mass., an Armenian think
tank, that*‘Soviet authorities have
taken advantage of the chaos
foliowing the... earthquake to
repress the national democratic
movement in Soviet Armenia.’

The Zoryan Institute’s project
coordinator is Mark Malkasian,
formerly of Fresno. Malkasian
was studying in Soviet Armenia
during the mass protests last year.

Der Mugrdechian said two pro-
fessors from the University of
Yerevan will speak about politics
there at noon March 10 in Room
309 of the FSU Coliege Union.

History Professor Ashot Gal-
ovan and Sociology Professor
Bagrat Edilian are scheduled to
appear.

Der Mugrdechian said that
Soviet Armenians find perplexing
contradictions in Gorbachev,
During mass protests last vear,
Armenians pinned much of their
hope on Gorbachev for return of
the Karabagh region of Soviet
Azerbaijan to neighboring Ar-
menia.

The earthquake intervened.
Soviet Armenians were dissatis-
fied with Soviet authorities’
earthquake relief efforts and im-
pressed with a grass-roots effort
by the Karabagh Committee and
Its supporters.

Der Mugrdechian said that
Soviet authorities “‘are arresting
the very people who are reform-
ing their system and putting them
in jail."”

Gorbachev and other Soviet of-
ficials appear to be sensitive to
world public opinion. he said. <o
there 1s a worldwide effort 1o
raise awareness about the jailed
Armenian activists.

They include academics. jous-
nalists, scientists and other in-
tellectuals. They face charges of

organizing group actions agains!
public order; violating publi
order in meetings and dema.is.ra-
tions; and violating the equalin
of rights of nationalities and
races. Each charge carries a manx-
imum three-vear term.

The movement is not separe-
tist, Der ugrdechian said. al-
though Soviet authorities are
acutely concerned thal unrest
could spread further among the
many ethnic minorities that con-
stitute the country.

““We don’t know how many
were arrested. Der Mugrdechiz:,
said. “*Their only crime s ¢
they belong to the movemer -~

By Jim Steinpe,

Fresno be:
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Soviet Armenian Professors Will
Lecture at CSUF on ‘Perestroika’

FRESNO - Professor Bagrat
Edilian and Ashot Galoyan of
Yerevan State University will be
guests of the CSU Fresno Arme-
nian Studies Program and Arme-
nian Students Organization
March 9-11.

On March 10. at 12:00 noon.
they will participate in a panel
discussion, ‘‘Armenia and
Perestroika: Social and Political
Developments in  Soviet
Armenia.”’

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Ac-
ting Director of the Armenian
Studies Program at CSUF wili
moderate the panel, which will be
held in Room 309 of the Univer-
sity Student Union.

Later that same evening, Pro-
fessors Edilian and Galoyan will
meet with Valley Armenian com-
munity members in an informal
presentation at 7:30 p.m. in the

Kasper Hovannisian Hall of the
Armenian Community Schoo] of
Fresno. A reception will follow
the program.

Bagrat Edilian is a political
scientist who specializes in the
sociology of the current national-
democratic movement in Soviet

Armenia, national relations in the
USSR, and sociological analysis
of the content of democracy in
socialism and capitalism. During
1988-89 he is an IREX visiting
scholar in the United States at the
University of Kansas in the Fall
and at the University of Southern
California in the Spring.

Ashot Galoyan is a lecturer in
the department of history at
Yerevan State University and is
visiting the United States on a
one-year IREX program. His in-
terests are in the fleld of the
history of the Transcaucasus.
1917-1921, and the western
sources relating to that period. He
is also interested in the nationali-
ty question in the Soviet Union.
He spent the fall of 1988 at the
University of Michigan working
with Dr. Ronald Suny and i-
spending January-June of this
year working with Dr. Richard
Hovannisian at UCLA.

Admission to both events is
free.
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on Karabagh

Stanford Armenian
Students Association

Press Release

By Armen Hovanessian

Sponsored by the Stanford Armenian Students
Association, Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Professor of
Armenian Studics at the California State University,
Fresno gave a lecture and slide presentation at Stanford
University on January 27, 1989, The evening program
was designed to heighien the community's awareness of
the political situation in Armenia with special atiention
on the reuntfication of Karabagh and its ramifications for
Gorbuchev's peresroika and glasnost policies,

Over 60 pcople came 1o hear Professor Der
Mugrdechian relate the chronology of the June 1988
mass demonstrations and discuss the impact of the
popular movement on the local and Soviet government.
He showed slides of the demonstrations he had taken
while in Armenia with the Cal. State Univ. Fresno
Summer Armenian Studies Program.

While peppering his talk with personal anecdotes.
he sought o dispel certain myths that have been
circuluuing m the Diaspora community, He argucd that
the local Communist government was not initialh

roCepi

ve 1o the call for the reunification of Karabagh but

becuuse of the widespread support, was forced to come
around. wibeit reluctantly. Furternore, he claimed that
the now-removed Armenian Communist leaders (most
notably
historians and scholars from countering Azerbaijani
claims o Karabugh,  Before ending his lecture, the
Professor encouraged the audience to write letters 1o their
congressmen in support for the release of Armenian
poliucal prisoners, especially the Karabagh Commitiee
members,

Peter Pashigian. Treasurer for the Stanford ASA.
presented Prof. Der. Mugrdechian with a book as a token
of appreciation. Following the lecture. the Stanford

Hirou

j
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i
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Karen Demirjian) prohibited Armenian

v ohosted o osocial event for all Bav Arca ASA
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Armenian visitors praise reforms

Théy say activists
jailed in Karabakh
not persecuted

By JIM STEINBERG
Bee staff writer

Two Soviet Armenian scholars
visiting Fresno on Fridav expressed
wonder and excitement over new
po}mua freedoms in their country
and counseled patience to Arme-
nian nationalist svmpathizers in the
Soviet Union and United States.

Political scientist Bagrat Edilian
and historv lecturer Ashot Galoyan,
bots: Yerevan State University facul-
vomembers, were guests of the
Fresno State Universin' Armenian
studies Program and the Armenian
Students Organization. They dis-
cussed Armenia and perestroika,
Soviet President Mikhail Gorba-
chev’s policy of restructuring Soviet
SOCICT .

The two conceded decades of
government deception. falsified his-
tory and & disintegrating economy.
In light of all that. they said, Gorba-
chev and other reformers deserve
patience and cooperation from Ar-
menians and others.

Edilian and Galoyan showed little
svmpathy for jailed Karabakh Com-
mittee members, arresied when
protests followed the Dec. 7 earth-
gquake in Soviet Armenia.

Syvmpathizers. including Nobel
Prize-winning phvsicist A“‘rg Sa-
kharov as well as Amerncan sup-
purters, accuse Soviet authorities of
repressing Armenian activisis,

Barlow Der Mugrdechian. acting
Armenian studies director, said last
morith thut arrested Karabakh Com-
mittee members’ “onlv crime is that
thev belong to the movement” fin
reforms in Sovier Armenia. Specifi-
Am*e“xw ac{\is want
] - historical H Arme-
akh region of
erbaan back to

Ses Armenians. Paoe Bo

Armenians

letters three days ago from Arme-
nian colleagues who were “very
moved” because Gorbachev has giv-
en Armenians “everything we need.
There is no question the govern-
ment and peopie are together at this
moment.”

Karabakh Committee members
made “a few stupid mistakes,” he
said. They linked jurisdictional
questions about Nagormno-Karabakh
to other governmental questions,
and they antagonized ethnic Russ-
ians.

They also violated curfew, a clear
violation of law, Edilian said.

Galoyvan said that Armenians un-
dersiand that perestroika “gave us
new possibilities. ... I believe the
Armenian people can appreciate
Gorbachev's policies.”

The reforms taking place are “re-
ally exciting for Soviet people.” Edi-
lian said. “Some don’t even believe
it.”

He summarized the reforms as
being an effort to return Soviet gov-
ernment to more democratic princi-
ples expected under Lenin and lost
under Stalin. The “new generation
of Soviet leaders” realized that the
country faced cricis,

In just over three vears, Edilian
said. Soviet governmen! changed
the balance between the centralized
government economy and free-mar-
ket forces. There are now more
than 1,000 private cooperatives.
Trade is permitied among them and
among Soviet republics. Trade with
Europe is expanding.

But & twofold increese in produc-
tivie over the last two vears is "no
enougt ... We need to see results
verv soon.”

A(fncu]mr rmdum on remains a

bom;x
zines d
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Soviet Armenians Ashot Galoyan, left, and Bagrat Edilian speak at Fresno State University.

he scholars dis-

cussed Armenia
and perestroika, Soviet
President Mikhail Gor-
bachev’s policy of res-
tructuring Soviet soci-
ety.

impossible to imagine three vears
ago, he said. New associations,
“even political,” have sprung up.
They are allowed “even when thev
oppose official policy of the party
and government.”

The Soviets are establishing two
free-market zones one near Fir-
land and aimed at Europe and the
other near \iao}\foszoh by the Se:

{ Japan.

Galovan said glasnos!, openness.
moxes faster than perestroika, res-
iru

“\’»'e fa ifieg hmor\ " he saic.
“That's the problem ... Now we
wan! 10 have answers ~

The frest Joor at Sovict histon
hao encouraged mens amons th

country’s 100 nationalities to look
into origins of their present political
life. This has happened in Soviet
Armenia.

Armenians and others are search-
ing for their roots, Galoyan said. He
cailed it “wonderful,” the freedom
to search for true history, which
five years ago was a crime.

The two scholars agreed that the
Soviet reform movement couid sur-
vive even if Gorbachev failed.

“This time the changes are very
deep.” Edilian said. “I don’t like to
personalize it" to Gorbachev. Al
though pro-Stalinist Soviet conser-

vatives fight change. thev offer no
alternative to rescue the count n
from crisis.

But if there is no demonstrahl-
improvement of the economy in five
years, he said, perestroika could be
in troubie.

Galoyan said after the session ag.
journed that Gorbachev was more
result than cause of forces for
change m Soviet socw”'. }1 s

Soviet elemenn ser\cd ac v
tic,” referring to the theory o1
rv in which a f
forces yields &



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY., FRESNC

- ARCHIVE - FRESNO, CALIFORMIA 85740
SOURCE _ The Armenian Mirror-Spectator: Watertown, DATE March 18, 1989
MA

SUBJECT prof. Der Muardechian Talks On Artzakh At PAGE 1 of 1
Stanford Gathering

Barlow Der Mugrdechian Talks On

Artzakh At Stanford Gathering

Sponsored by the Stanford
Armenian Students Association,
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies at
the California State University,
Fresno gave a lecture and slide
presentation at Stanford Uni-
versity on January 27. The
evening program was designed
to heighten the community's
awareness of the political situa-
tion in Armenia with special at-
tention on the reunification of
Artzakh and its ramifications
for Gorbahev's policy of open-
ness and economic restructur-
ing.

Over 60 people came to hear
Professor Der Mugrdechian
describe the June and July 1988
mass demonstrations and dis-
cuss the impact of the popular
movement on the local and
Soviet governments. He showed

slides of the demonstrations he
had taken while in Armenia
with the California State Uni-
versity Fresno Summer Arme-
nian Studies program.

While peppering his talk with
personal anecdotes, he sought
to dispel certain myths that
have been circulating in the
Diaspora. He argued that the
local government was not in-
itially receptive to the call of the
reunification of Artzakh but
because of the widespread sup-
port, was forced to come
around, albeit reluctantly.

Peter Pashigian, treasurer for
the Stanford ASA, presented
Prof. Der Mugrdechian with a
book as a token of appreciation.
Following the lecture, the Stan-
ford group hosted a social event
for all Bay Area ASA members.



