ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

SOURCE

- ARCHIVE -

The Daily Collegian, CSU Fresno

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

198

SUBJECT

Yaprdl 24¢h."

DATE se t‘ember 19
PAGE

Turkish massacre sparks

By Michael Bennett
Contributing Writer
Despite repeated efforts by the Reagan
administration to prevent it’s approval,
the House of Representatives passed a
resolution last week which sets aside April
24, 1985 as a “National Day of Remem-
brance of man’s inhumanity to man.”
The date chosen for observation of'the
Day of Remembrance coincides with the
70th anniversary of the commencement of
the genocide in which 1.5 million

Armenians were killed at the hands of the
Turkish government

The resolution, o-sponsored by local
congressmen Tony Coelho and Chip
Pashayan, has been praised by local
Armenian authorities as a step in the right
direction toward acknowledging the suf-
ferage of the Armenian population with
regard to this century’s geno-
cide. = -,

“The Armenian commumty is very
pleased with the passage of the resolution.

_It’s about time steps were taken to rec-

ognize the genocide,” said Richard

‘Darmanian, chairman of the Armenian

National Committee in Fresno, and ce-
chairman of the April 24th Armenian
genocide observance held annually in
Fresno.

Passage of the legislation came as a
surprise to many Armenians due to the
strong opposition similar legislation has
received in the past.

“I am delighted with the passage of thek

resolution because it came so un-
expectedly,” said Dickran Kouymijian,
director of Armenian studies at CSUF.
However, as Kouymjian quickly
pointed out, the recently passed res-
olution does not specifically mention the
" Armenian genoc1de, rather it sets aside a
day of remembrance for all human
suffering victims. Kouymjian views the
selection of April 24th as the Day of
Remembrance as mere lip service to the
Armenian community.
/ “We would like to have it recognized as
/an undisputed fact that a genocide was
_ perpetrated against the -‘Armenian people
by the Turkish govemment * Kouymjian
said.
The Reagan administration has yet to

‘memorial day

confirm that the genocide has even
occurred. On the contrary, an article
entitled “Armenian Terrorism: A
Profile,” which appeared in the August,
1982 edition of The State Department:
The Offical Monthly Record of United
States Foreign Policy, says in part:“...the
Department of State does not endorse
allegations that the Turkish government
committed a genocide against the people.
Armenian terrorists use this allegation to
justify in part their continuous attacks on
Turkish diplomats and installations.”

According to Kouymjian, this state-
ment of policy outraged Armenians through-
out the world. To date, there has been no
official restatement of policy by the Reagan
administration.

“There is nothing more infuriating than
the use of the term ‘alleged’ when attached
to the genocide,” Kouymjian said. “That
statement was cleariy aimed at pleasing
the Turks.”

Although a partial retraction was printed
several months after the original story was
printed, th® State Department has never
clearly redefined it’s position on the subject.
Kouymjlan has his own v1ews on the

“retraction.”

“They took it back without taking it
back,” he said. “The State Department
tried to get the Armenians to think that
they ate their words, but they really didn’t
say a thing.”

Kouymjiancreditsthe Turkish government’s
ever-increasing sphere of influence
throughout the media with creating
obstacles for the Armenian community in
its bid to gain acknowledgement of the
genocide.

“The Turkish government has hired
Public Relations firms whose sole task is
to give Armenians a bad name in the
ess. They’re attemptmg to use the whole
‘Afmeman terrorist’ thmg as a tool to

build people’s contempt for us,” Kouymjlan
said. :
The Turkish governments -attempts at
influencing public opinion have not been
entirely successful. On January 7th of this
year, in a public statement, French Prime
Minister Francois Mitterand pledged France’s
unqualified support for the Armenians in
their quest for vindication with regard to

the genocide issue.

Kouymyjian feels the t1me is right for the

\ burden of proof to be lifted from the
;shoulders of the Armenian community,

“Not only have we had to endure living .
with the threat of being a nation on the
verge of extermination at the hands of
another nation, but we have had to suffer
the md1gmty of not having our suffermg
recognized,” Kouymjian said.

“Worldwide acknowledgement of our
suffering is the necessary first step. to
enable Armenians to cleanse the hatred

" and bltterness from our souls.”



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA
- ARCHIVE -

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA $3740

SOURCE THE FRESNO BEE DATE SEPTRMBER 11, 1984

PAGE Al2

SUBJECT "APRIL 24th"

|

' Remembrance resolution
 hailed as ‘moral victory’

The U.S. House of
Representatives’ passage
Monday of a resolution
designating a day of
remembrance for the 1.5 million
Armenians killed in Turkey was
hailed by Armenian-Americans
in the Fresno area as a ‘‘moral

. victory.”

“Who could not be pleased?
This is a very important moral
victory,’’ said Dickran
Kouyoumjian, director of
Armenian studies at Fresno State
University.

The House resolution

designates April 24, 1985, as
“National Day of Remembrance

‘of Man’s Inhumanity to Man,” in

particular recalling the

Armenian massacre.

The resolution calls upon the
president to issue a proclamation
urging the American people to
observe the day to remember all
genocide victims.

The House, U.S. Senate and
many public officials, including
Gov. Deukmejian and Fresno
Mayor Daniel K. Whitehurst,

have for years issued resolutions
each year setting aside a day of
remembrance of the Armenian
genocide.

But last year, the resolutions
failed to pass in the House and
Senate, prompting criticism from
the Armenian-American
community that the Reagan
administration. — the U.S. State
Department in particular — was |
concerned about offending
Turkey, a staunch anti-
communist ally. = :

““The resolution is harmless, it
is not binding, but the very fact
that the House has been allowed
to reassert itself as it
traditionally did every year in
passing the resolution is good,”
he said. ‘

“It’s very gratifying,” said
Richard Darmanian, co-
chairman of the annual April 24th
Armenian genocide observance
held in Fresno and chairman of
the Armenian National
Committee in Fresno.

‘“‘My immediate simple
reaction is that, ‘It’s time.’”’
Darmanian said.
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FSU sets 2 classes in Armenian studies

The Armenian Studies Program
at Fresno State University is
offering two classes in' Armenian-
American literature during  the
spring semester. Jimmy Baloian, an
FSU graduate who writes poetry
and does farming in the Fresno
area, will teach the classes.

One of the courses will examine
the novels of William Sarovan .and
compare his work to other writers.
The class will meet Thursdays from
7-10 p.m. in Industrial Arts Building,

Room 125.

A one-day class Feb. 12 will
concentrate on contemporary
Armenian poetry, including writers
Diana Der Hovanessian, Peter
Balakian and Harold Bond. Valley
poets Archie Minasian and Dennis
Saleh will give poetry readings and
discuss their work. The class will be
held in the Conley Art Building,
Room 101.

Registration for both courses can
be completed at the first class
sessions.

|
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Two - Fresno Armenian organizations = will -
sponsor a tribute' Monday for Fresno State ¢

‘University Armenian studies professor Dickran
Kouymjian, who is leaving for a year’s
sabbatical.

A dinner honoring Kouymjian will, be held at
6:30 p.m. Monday in the FSU Residence Dining
Hall. The Armenian Alumni Association of FSU

':and the Armeman Cultural Exchange Society of

Fresno are sponsoring the event, which is open
to the pgbhc

Tickets are $10.50 and reservations must be

~made by Friday. They may be made by calling

Louise George at 439-9446 or Ellzabeth
Koajoolian, evenings at 229-4344.
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Final Armenian
studies class
offered tonight

The final class period of Armenian stu-
dies 50-T, the Autobiographical Writing of
William Saroyan, will be open to the pub-
lic at CSUF tonight from 7 to 10 p.m. in
the Old Cafeteria, Room 200 :

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian will speak and
show slides on Saroyan’s life in Paris and
on his trip to return part of Saroyan’s
ashes to Armenia.

" David Battan will also present material
on handwriting analysis and will specifi-
cally analyze Saroyan’s handwriting.
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Course looks at pa st

of Armenian militancy

A special course, the first of its kind, will
trace the history and consequences of
Armenian militancy since 1975. The
course entitled “Armenian Political Vio-
lence” will be taught by Professor Dickran
Kouymijian, Director of the Armenian
Studies Program at CSUF.

The one credit offering will be held on
Saturday Dec. 4 and Dec. 11 from 9 to 5
with a lunch break in room 101 of the
Conley Art Building on the CSUF cam-
pus. Parking is unrestricted on those
days.

Since the assassination of two Turkish
diplomats by Kourken Yanikian in 1973
more than a score of Turkish goverment
officials have been the target of a highly
skilled militant movement. The two major
groups have remained allusive in both
their organization and their membership.

Both the Armenian Secret Army for the
Liberation of Armenia (ASALA) and the
Justice Commandos for the Armenian
Genocide seem to have originated among
radical Armenian youth in Beirut, Leban-
on in the mid-1970’s.

The course will trace the history of

these organizations, their connections
with each other and other groups, the
manner they have carried out political
assassination, their aims — expressed or
understood — and the effect of their
actions on the Armenian question, Ar-

menians in general and world public opin-
ion.

Kouyjian will use his large personal
archives as well as films, live reporting or
events, interviews, and slides to explain
this phenomenon which has burst upon
Armenians in the past decade. Guest
speakes and a panel discussion will also
be featured. Special importance will be
given to the Turkish reaction and to Tur-
kish attitudes towards the Armenians and
the Genocide. -

The course is open to the public. One
unit of University credit may be obtained
by. registration through the University
Division of Extended Education. .

- The fee for one credit is $45. Those who
wish merely to audit the course may
enroll at the first session for a special $20

_ fee. For further information contact the

Ethnic Studies Program, Tel. 294-2832.
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fArmenian Political Violence’ course

Bistory - and consequences of

Armenian militancy since 1975 will

Pe offered Sunday and Dec. 11 at
Fresno State University.

& “Armenian Political . Violence” -

#ill be taught by Dr. Dickran

Kouymjian, director of  the

1 enian Studies Program. The

#lass will be held from 9 a.m. to 5
an. each day in Room 101 of the
onley Art Building at FSU.

< The course will trace the history

bf the two major militant groups

fledicated to assassination of

£ A special course tracing the — Turkish government officials, $he

Armenian Secret Army for i

Liberation of Armenia and the
Justice Commandos for the
Armenian Genocide.

Since the assassination of two
Turkish diplomats by Kourken
Yanikian in 1973, more than a score
of Turkish officials have been the
target of the groups.

The fee for one unit of credit is
$45. People who wish to audit the
course may enroll for a $20 fee.
More information may be obtained

by calling 294-2832.
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with speech dellvered by USSR envoy

By JULIE CHARLIP
Bee staff writer

It was a difficult kind of
celebration.

The <celebrants came to
commemorate the 62nd anniversary
of Soviet Armenia.

It is hard to yearn for a homeland
that is part of a totalitarian country,
to be intensely nationalistic and
simultaneously patriotic.

As one member of the audience
noted, this is the era -of Ronald
Reagan and George Deukmejian —
not exactly the cold war but not
exactly detente.

“There is an old Armenian saying
that when one is drowning in a
river, one grasps at anything, at
twigs,” said another.

So they came, 150 of them, many
of them old and clinging to the old.
They filled the banquet room of the
Del Webb Townhouse on Sunday

with the sounds of Armenia — the .

language, the music, the poetry.

For them, the emphasis was on
Soviet Armenia.

But the speaker, Edward
Malayan, is a Soviet Armenian.

Malayan is a career diplomat
based at the Soviet embassy in
Washington, D.C.

‘“My dear Armenian people, my
dear Armenian friends,”” he
addressed the crowd in fluent
Armenian.

' He told them about the ‘“‘great
accomplishments’’ made in

Armenia during the years smce it
became a part of the Soviet Union.

The remainder of what was an
independent Armenia is in Turkey,
where many of the signs of Armenia
have been eliminated, just as the
people were.

Malayan spoke, mostly in

Armenian, of an Armenia that still

lives.

He gave statistics — in the state
of Armenia there are 700 major
enterprises, including electronics,
chemical and engineering
enterprises.

He spoke about the “so-called
Russification”” of Armenia in
reassuring tones.

o~

“‘Does anyone really impose‘ it on
them?”’ he asked, and answered
himself.

The fact that 70 percent of
Armenians also speak Russian is “‘a
sign of high educational level.” -

There are 310 Armenian schools,
90 Russian ones; 87 Armenian
newspapers and magazines to four
Russian ones.

Clearly, he told them, Armenia is
still Armenian.

It is what the people wanted to
hear. They were happy. They want
to remain Armenian, too. :

Dr. Dickran Kouymyjian, director
of Armenian studies at Fresno State
Univerity, said the Armenia that is
able to exist as a country must now

See Armenia, Page B4

[ogz
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““eArmenia should grant

Lontinued from Page 81 :
‘help the Armenians who exist in the
fiaspora.

“We need Armenia more than it
meeds us,” he said. * ... Mr.
‘Malayan, our distinguished guest, is
dnvolved in third world nations; that
is his specialty. I'd like to have him
take the message back to Armenia
that the Armenian diaspora is a
third world nation. It is a nation that
is desperately seeking help.”

The help is in maintaining the
Armenian culture, language,
heritage, in a world that demands
not just integration but assimilation.

“We need help in the realm of our
Armenianness,” Kouymjian said.

And he had specifics in mind:

® The University of Erevan should
provide more places for foreign
Armenian students, and American
Armenians and their organizations
should help provide the funds for
American Armenians to study there.

e Archaelogical digs to restore
Armenian churches and monuments
should be resumed, with American
Armenian youth underwritten to
spend summers working on the
projects.

® An international Armenian
newspaper should be published,
including news from the diaspora.

e Armenian cultural centers
should be opened in major cities
throughout the world.

- ~-citizenship to any Armenian, just as

Israel does to any Jew.

The essence of all the suggestxons
Kouymjian said, is to “‘strengthen
the tie between the half of the nation
that lives, unfortunately, off the

“-ancestral land and the -half that

lives in Armenia.”

Malayan was just as interested in
strengthening the ties between
peoples. But he had larger groups in
mind than the Armenians alone.

He said he hoped his visit would
strengthen the ties between all
American and Soviet people.

“It’s very important,” he said.
“It’s a contribution to mutual

- understanding between the two

countries.”

But the gap Malayan seeks to
bridge exists, even among the
people who yearn for their
homeland.

This was a small turnout for a
cultural event in Fresno’s Armenian
community, one participant
acknowledged.

Some disagree with the politics —
the Armenian community is
overwhelmingly conservative.

Others were fearful.

Speaker Aram Arax reminded
those who came of the McCarthy
era, when gatherings like this one
were suspect. -~

Though the cold war of the 50s is
over, the climate remains chilly.
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Deukmejian’s candidacy a source
pride to valley Armenians

By RICK RODRIGUEZ
Bee staff writer

Ethnic ties are often overriding political
allegiance in Fresno’s Armenian
community as lifelong Democrats rally to
support Republican gubernatorial candidate
George Deukmejian.

In Armenian organization meeting halls
.and in the community newspaper,
Deukmejian’s name and portrait are
prominently displayed.

“I’m supporting him partially because I
agree with him, but generally I think it’s
that kind of nebulous pride Armenians have
in seeing one of their own succeed,” said
Mark Malkasian, a 23-year-old Fresnan.
“We have so few heroes.”

Malkasian’s support for Deukmejian
began early in the primary campaign
against Lt. Gov. Mike Curb for the
Republican nomination.

] re-registered myself from Democrat to
Republican. I'll switch right back as soon as
the election is over,” said Malkasian, who
recently returned from Los Angeles where
he worked on Deukmejian’s campaign.

“0f course, we are going to vote for
Deukmejian,” said an 82-year-old Fresnan,
a longtime Democrat. “We are very proud
of him.”

But he said his support is not based solely
on ethnic ties.

“Just because he is Armenian is not the
only reason,” he said. “We went through
this when [Rep. Charles] Pashayan was
running four years ago. We are not going to
vote only because he is Armenian. We look
at the issues, t00.”

Dr. Arthur Margosian, a Fresno State
University journalism professor, agreed.

“Some of us [who switched parties in the
primary] felt good about George and we
have not felt that way about some other
Armenian candidates locally,” he said.

But Deukmejian is not receiving
unanimous support in the Armenian
community. Some longtime Democrats say
they will not abandon the party which put
them back to work during the Great
Depression. Others say he is too
conservative.

But some of Democrat Tom Bradley’s
supporters in the Armenian community said
Deukmejian’s election would be a proud
accomplishment for a homeless people who
fled a Turkish massacre in 1915 and
encountered overt racism in the United
States.

r
PAGE mgvt q'fw .
|

“In some ways, I want to vote for
Deukmejian. In some, I don’t,” said a 74-
year-old woman, a lifelong Democrat who is
leaning toward Bradley. ‘Deukmejian’s
election in one way would be good for our
prestige. Before we came here, we couldn’t
do much, we couldn’t speak out. We like to

See Deukmejian, back page

Deukmejian

show people what we can accomplish.”

‘Dickran Kouymjian, a professor of
Armenian studies at FSU, said Deukmejian
and Bradley are hedging on important
issues such as offshore oil drilling and

nuclear disarmament.

“Armenians have really no dramatic
reason not to support George Deukmejian.
In general, most citizens of this state,
Armenian or not, don’t have many options.
Deukmejian and Bradley tend to be forced
to support popular issues in the same way,
I'm afraid,” Kouymjian said. “It’s not
unreasonable to imagine party switchover
when differences are blurred.”

Kouymjian is supporting Deukmejian
because ‘‘he represents the kind of person
who, when he gets into office, we risk the
least because of his honesty, fair play and
anti-[political] machine attitudes.”

Attorney Charles Poochigian, a
Republican and a Deukmejian backer,
agreed. \

“] know of no one who’s jumped ¥n\ the
bandwagon whose policies are not iy ¥ne
with his,”” Poochigian said. “They tefd\to
agree with him to begin with and the
that he's Armenian is icing on the cake.”

Kouymyjian and Poochigian were stunn
by a recent Mervin Field California Pol§
which showed that while only 5 percent of
the voters said they would be disinclined to
vote for a black for governor, 12 percent
said they would be similarly disinclined to
support an Armenian for governor.

“Simply having Deukmejian in the

. governor’s mansion will allow Armenians to

overcome the trauma and sickness of that
12 percent figure,” Kouymjian said.
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a two-Saturday extension course
beginning this week at Fresno State
University. - The class will meet
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day in
Room 101 of the Conley Art
Building. The class will trace the
arrival in this country of Armenians
and will view the exhibit on the first
100 years of Armenians in California
at the Henry Madden Library. The
struggles, achievements and
drawbacks of being Armenian
immigrants will be discussed.
Tuition is $43 for one unit of
extension credit or $20 to audit the
course. Registration may be with at
the Division of Extension Education
or at the first class session.
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| FSU display on heritage of Armenians

" A special exhibit on “The
Armenian Community of
' California: the First One Hun-
dred Years’’ is now on display in

the Fresno State University
library.

The exhibit consists of more
than 100 photographs depicting a

- century of Armenian life in-

California.

The display, which will be in
Fresno through the end of Oc-
tober, was organized by Arme-
nian Studies at FSU, together

with the Armenian Assembly and
the Armenian Film Foundation,
with major funding from the
California Council for the
Humanities.

In conjunction with the ex-

hibit, color photographs of the
present-day Armenian Republic
will also be on display in the
library.
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Armemans
mark first |
100 years

“I should like to see any
power in this. world destroy
this race, this small tribe of
unimportant people whose
history is ended, whose wars
have been fought and lost,
whose structures have
crumbled, whose literature is
unread, whose music is
unheard and whose prayers
are no more answered. Go
ahead, destroy this race!
Destroy Armenia! See if you
can do it. Send them away
from their homes into the -
desert. Let them have neither- *.
bread nor water. Burn their. ¢
homes and churches. Then,
see if they will not live again,. - :
see if they will not sing and -.
pray again. For, when two of -~
them meet anywhere in the -
world, see if they will not
create a New Armenia.” E

— William Saroyan

.

By JULIE CHARLIP
Bee staff writer

New Armenia celebrated
Fresno on Sunday.

They celebrated that they are
here, 109 years in California. :

They came, 200 strong, to Fresno
State University to see the opening
of a photographic exhibit, ““The
Armenian Community in California:-
The First One Hundred Years.” .

The exhibit went first to San
See Armenians, Page B
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Armienians

Continued from Page B1

Francisco, Los Angeles and
Sacramento, but Sunday it came
home to Fresno, where it all began.

“The greatest export of Fresno is
not raisins at all, but Armenians,”
said Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
director of FSU’s Armenian Studies
Program.

.Saroyan’s words greeted the
visitors at the library, where the
photographs will be on display for 27
days.

In the cafeteria, they were
greeted- by the words of- Dr. J.
Michael Hagopian, a former
Fresnan who: helped make the
pro;ectareahty i 5

Hagopian, : chairman . of the
Armenian Film Foundation, was the
writer and producer of a slide show
called, “California Armenians ...
The First Generation.”

“The first generation is a Fresno
generation,” Hagopian told the
audience.

And on the screen flashed images
of Fresno from 1881 to 1930 —
strong-featured faces, men with
great, curling mustaches and
women with glowing, dark eyes,
building a new community.

The story begins with Simon and
Jacob Seropian, the first Armenians
to come to Fresno from Marzovan,
Turkey, in 1881.

It follows the lifespan of Jonathon
Sinanian, the first Armenian born in
Fresno, in 1884.

During his lifespan, Armenians in
Fresno went from poor immigrant
laborers to well-to-do merchants
and farmers, pioneers of the fig
industry.

They suffered prejudice — when
the Fidelity Bank building was built
in 1927, Armenian businessmen were
refused office space.

From 1881 to 1930, most
Armenians in California lived in
Fresno. The Great Depression
changed that, dispersing the
community to San Francisco and
Los Angeles.

But the strong ethnic identity of
Armenians in Fresno remains, and
it was clearly visible Sunday.

They came to see the pictures of a
Fresno they remember from their

childhoods or heard about from )

parents and grandparents.
They came to reaffirm.
And they heard some reaffirming

words from panehsts who discussed,
“The Armenian Experience in
California: Ethnicity and
Assimilation.”

* Dr. Andrei Simic, an
anthropologist at the University of
Southern California, told the group
that the ethnicity they celebrate is
an added resource to their
knowledge of the majority culture.

Simic said he surveyed students
in a USC class and found many were
unable to claim an ethnic identity.

Dr. James H. Rogers, who
teaches black studies at FSU, said
he was taught nothing of
Armenians, even while studying for
his doctorate at the University of
Iowa.

Rogers mcludes Armenians in his
multi-ethnic - course, “The Ethnic
Experience.” @

“It must be nice to be an
Armenian,” he said, ‘“‘to have a
sense of history, culture, religion,
that so often black Americans are
prevented from knowing about.”

Media consultant Gayle Surabian,
the daughter of an English mother
and German father and wife of an
Armenian, said she felt a part of all
three cultures. Keeping culture, she
stressed, is important.

Mark Malkasian, a recent UCLA
graduate with a master’s degree in
Near Eastern History, said Fresno
is rare and fortunate to have an
Armenian identity.

Malkasian visited Turkey — what
was once Armenia — and found the
Armenians had assimilated. Some
had converted to Islam, and few
under 40 spoke Armenian.

Kouymjian mourned the
assimilation here, where people
have a choice.

But Hagopian said, ‘“Assimilation
is inevitable.”

Assimilation doesn’t have to mean
completely giving up culture, he
said.

‘“Maybe they’ll keep dolma ...
Maybe they’ll keep something.
Pilaf, at least,”” he quipped and the
audience laughed.

But, he added seriously, “The
task is to leave something behind
that will enrich the culture you live
in.”

His words were not lost on the
people who walked to the library.

They crowded around
pictures. They spoke Armenian.

A woman read Saroyan’s words of
a New Armenia. “‘‘That’s
beautfiful,”’ she said.

the
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% are no more answered. Go
: ahead, ' destroy this race!
; Destroy Armenia!’ See if you_
}' can do it. Send them away-
f. from their homes into the
F-'-broadnorwater. Burn their
| homes and -churches. Then,
t. see if they will not live again,
see if they will not sing and
pray-again. For, when two of

~ Los Angeles. £ it

| Hagopiad " ChalrmanTor the
Armenian Film Foundation, was the

iwriterandptmluceu.w.,slldeslm:m,
!

: The First Generation.”, ««7. -

e “m ﬁ:..bt g“wnuﬁm“{s: BT

" generation,” Hagopian told "f
And on the screen flashed images”
of Fresno from 1881 to 1830 —
-strong-featured faces, ‘men with
great, curling mustaches and
women with glowing, dark eyes,

building a new community. - -

! The story begins with Simon and
Jacob Seropian, the first Armenians
.to come to Fresno from Marzovan,
Turkey, in 1881. - =

It follows the lifespan of Jonathon

" Sinanian, the first Armenian born in
Fresno, in 1884. - e "

During his lifespan, Armenians in
Fresno went from poor immigrant
laborers to well-to-do ' merchants
and farmers, pioneers of the fig
. They suffered prejudice — when

_the Fidelity Bank building was built
in 1927, Armenian businessmen were
refused office space.

From 1881 to 1930, most
. Armenians in California lived in

" Fresno. The Great Depression

- changed that, dispersing the
. community to San Francxsco and

But the strong ethnic identity of

rila CSUF

pate /O - ‘/-81

i A e
. neY 'way! 'fi'ﬁ‘g'ht‘“ﬁotﬁi?‘g’ of
. Armenians, even while studying for

Ei“ﬁdéforité"’a’m"v%ﬁfvi;ﬁitx of

. Mnultigithnle e, “The Ethnic
{#=1t} must b *nide’ to* 'be an
Armenian,’” he said, “to have a

. Semse ‘of history, culture, religion,
that so often black Americans are

. prevented front knowing about.”

: consultant Gayle Surabian,
the daughter of an English mother
and German father and wife of an

. Armenian, said she felt a part of all
three cultures, Keeping culture, she
stressed, is important.

' Mark Malkasian, a recent UCLA
graduate with a master’s degree in
Near Eastern History, said Fresno

-i8 rare and fortunate to have an
Armenian identity. -

Malkasian visited Turkey — what
was once Armenia — and found the
Armenians had assimilated. Some
had converted to Islam, and few
under 40 spoke Armenian,

Kouym'jian mourned the
assimilation here, ‘where people
i haveachoice.’

" But Hagopian said, “Assimilation
isinevitable.” '
' Assimilation doesn’t have to mean

“gaid.s, %

Y, 8iving up culture,. he

Pt %”"41
‘Maybe  they’ll: keep - something.
Pilaf, at least,” he quipped and the

i audience laughed. ;. .

" But, he added seriously, *The

&Armeniam in Fresno remains, and
it was clearly visiblé Sunday.yex i
/= “They came to see thie pictures of a
* Fresno they remember from their
! childhoods or heard about .from

{ parents and grandpareng;,L

} They came to reaffirm, . ;. task i8 to leave something behind
| Armenian Comm : .’And they heard some reaffirmiing  *that will enrich the culture you'live
i SheFig: Do Hu . o words from panelists who discussed, S+ TR I

K5'The  exhibit went first to" San'| odme Armenjan. ‘Experience ‘i i Hi words were not lostion;the
CFiancjscn,. Los. Angelea_and .California:; Ethnicity and - People who walked to the library.
{'Sacramento, but Sunday it came * * Assimilation.") AL R ;# They". crowded- around ', the
'ﬁ‘bommgtgsno.‘mn'mbem.  Dr. 'Andrelt;éSimi'c‘,-" an -gmmyspoke:\rmeuiam '
%.-%The greatest export of Fresno is " 7 anthropologist at the University of % A'woman read Saroyan’s words of
ﬁu _raising i m.”‘*’ul"m.m: o 1 Southern California, told the group 8 “New -Armenia. ‘‘That’s

d ‘Dr. Dickran. Kouymjian, . that the ethnicity they celebrate is % s

an added . resource .to. their

knowledge of the majority culture.
Simic said he surveyed students

in a USC class and found many were

- unable to claim an ethnic identity. |

Semek B T ek s it iy e s

§“’

' Mm.” shersaid. ~ - o
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’Galilornit”.’San Joatmin Vailey
raidmu will find many of the '
‘scenes familiar, particularly-
‘the section- portraying the .
Armenian contributions to
agriculture, business _and
culture. " i 4.0 4 )
&i The olide show and panel.
discussion, “The  Armenian
;Bxperience in’ California:
Ethnicity and Assimilation,”

will begin at 2:30. p.m. Sunday
Yn Room 201 of the Cafeteria
m»dldins'a:rl.w:j m‘xlncul”; N

?ago Q Section @

! Fﬁ ‘ ?3 }exF:E:? qf FSU e

File

Date

erated by Dr.” Dickran®
%ymjian, coordinator - of  thé
SU Armenian®™ Stud&eﬂ

. Participants ‘will. be
mad Clomin Mm

e Giialaly VTaee Sesema a

Eb
fx

atthe University
vof - Caliiorma, ~Berkeiey;~ Dr.
{James. H. Rogers, FSU
‘associate professor of black-

rgAmerican studies; ‘Mark

> t-a  recent “UCLA

aduate with a master’'s
egree. in Ne“bi Eastern
nistory Gayle Surabian, media
consultant and Dr. J. Michael
Hagopian, Armenian fiim

v*maker TR —

TThe slide presentation,

red by Hagopian and his
ssociate Barbarg Gilmore,:

,1eature§ the first generation of
Armenian settlers in the Fresno .

barea. v .+

"‘ The first Armenian settlers
! came to California in 1881. Two
‘ brothers, Hagop and Garabed
tSeroplan. pioneered the fig
timiustry in the valley after
immigrating “from Marzovan,
‘Turkey Later immigrants were
" attracted to central California’s
rich farmland and hospitable

s

CSL(F

e . e et o < e .

?" =30~ ;

TR

nonulation. rautzm ~of
aiuoxnu'
"M'essi.,.

Anadnd dnr‘nc Ol\a
YW

- Cate. - o g

but Fresno continued to’

* “remain’a focal point . of the
?erdM&Armmmmasm ‘

| Today, California has more
than 200,000 ' Armenijans,
udin% 35,090 in the San

! The photographic exhibit
‘Includes prominent Armenians
such as William Saroyan, Haig
‘Patigian and George
rDeukmejian. Armenian
community -life-is—portrayed
3tlu'ough photographs, many of
ithem 50 to 60 years old, of
Armenian churches, ’ schools,
social - and’ cuiuiral

organizations

‘The exhibit will come to

. Fresno after  shows in San
Francisoo Los Angeles and
Sacramento. It is a joint effort

. of the Armenian Assembly of
Caiifomia Council, the FSU
; Armenian Studies Program and
" the Armenian Film Foundation

.A menian"

Partial funiding was providea
by the California Council for the
' Humanities and from individual

' contributors in' the Armmmn
»rem‘mlmim .

..-—...J

In conjunction with the
| exhibit, a booklet has been
prepared by Edward Minasian,
}Laney College history
professor. -It will -be available
free at the exhibit. ‘
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CSUF today

Open House: The College Assist-
ance Migrant Program (CAMP) and the
Office of Advising/Services invite all
faculty and staff to/see their new facilities
from 2 to 4 p.m. The new CAMP office is
in Joyal 251. The Advising Services Office
is in Joyal 219. ' '

Movie: “Star Wars.” Luke Skywalker
and Han Solo are protecting humanity
from the evil Darth Vader and the Impe-
rial Empire., :

Saroyan courses: Two classes on

the life and works of William Saroyan are
being offered at CSUF this fall.

“William Saroyan: Memoirs” (Armen-
ian Studies 50T) will be covering success-
ively the short stories, plays, memoirs,
journals and autobiographical works pro-
duced by Saroyan. The three-unit course
is being taught Thursday evenings from 7
to 10 p.m. in Social Sciences 205A by Dr.

- Dickran Kouymjian.

~ Inaddition, Dr. Kouymjian is teachinga

one-unit course on films either made by

Saroyan or based on his novels, plays and
short stories. The class, “Saroyan Films”
(Armenian Studies 120T), will met
tomorrow and September 18 from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. in the auditorium of the Conley
Art Bldg.

CSUF students may still register for the
courses, and community members are
invited to enroll through the University
Extension Program (294-2549). A special
reduced rate is available for those wishing
to take the courses without credit.
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Saroyan's Ashes Laid
To Rest In Armenia

{Continued from page 1)

Qur ardval in  Moscow
coincided with the unveiling
of a plaque honoring another
noted son of Armenia, com-
poser Aram Khachadurian,
We were escorted to the
site of the ceremony, the
Composers’ Union Building.
The commemorative plaque
was placed in the building, the
former home of the composer.

That eveming Dr. Dickran
Kouymijian, professor of
Armenian Studies at California
State University, Fresno, the
fourth member of the dele-
gation, arrived from Paris. Our
hosts tendered a welcoming
dinner, complete with numer-

For the ‘‘Saroyan Quartet,”’
as we were affectionately
called, our mission wag not yet
completed. Three  distinct
events were yet to be executed
in immortalizing Saroyan.

A private ceremony of trans-
ferring the urn of ashes was
held on May 27th at the recep-

_ tion hall of the Writers’ Union.

Damir, head of the Saroyan
delegation; presented the urn
of ashes. Then Keshishian
responded on behalf of our
delegation regarding our mis-
sion. Participating in this
private ceremony were: Party
Cultural Director 8. Avedisian;
Spurk President Hamazaspian;
writers and cultural committee

ous rounds of toast -
Armenian style.

The final leg of the journey
to Yerevan was a trying and
complicated experience. Our
plane was forced to land
prematurely in Minvodi. be-
cause of a lightning and hail
storm ai the Yerevan airport.
We were grounded for 7 or

repr :

On May 28, more than
10,000 people gathered under
cloar skies in Komitas Park,
where the public ceremonies
were held. The official platform
was flanked by the highest

POLLOWING a two hour public ceremony, the
bronze urn containing the ashes of William Union President; Fadey Sarkissian, Prime

Saroyan was carried on the shoulders of (from
left) Vartkes Hamazaspian, President of Spurk;

Saroyan.

Keshishian told the huge
gathering that it was Saroyan's
wish that his remains be laid
under the blue skies of Armenia
and placed within its soil. He
pointed out that Saroyan's
works, translated into more
than 60 languages, is the

8 hours while th d
waited patiently in Yerevan
for the arrival of Saroyan’s
ashes. The day was typically
‘“‘Sarcyan style;'' one could
never be sure if he would show
up or not at a given event.
When we finally errived in
Yerevan it was afler midnight,
but there ‘were still about
1,000 admirers of the late
Saroyan waiting for our delayed
arrival. The reception com-

of government _dignitaries,

includi Karen 'Demirchian,

First Secretary of the Central

C i of the C i

Party of Armenia and his
1L Fadey Sarkissi

Prime Minister of Armenia, the
members of his cabinet, noted
men of arts and letters and the
Saroyan delegation.

The solemn two hour pro-
gram began at 2 PM while the
State Choral Group, under
the direction of Ohannes
Chekefian, rendered several
selections. At one side of the
official  platform, the um
containing balf of Saroyan's
i was placed on a

Spurk and the Writers' Union,
respectively.

Because of the late hour the
xbadul:d . mpﬁag was

» yan &
P, i

ashes were

pedestal i front of a huge
painting of Saroyan.

Petrossian  delivered  the
main eulogy and conducted
the program. Other speakers
included  Parly  Secretary

most t lated among Arme-
nian and American authors; and
that for the first time in Ameri-
can literature, Armenians were
portrayed s a happy breed,
hard working and honest indi-
viduals. Keshishian also
read excerpts from Fresno
Mayor Daniel K. Whitehurst's

Minister; and
Secretary.

achools and individuals from
different parts of the country.

All day, untll midnight,
thousands of people walked
solemnly by the grave in
the Pantheon where Saroyan's
remains laid at rest in Armenia,
next to the great men of Arme-
nian arts and letters, such as
Komitas  Vardapet, Aram
Khachadurian, Martiros
Sarian and Avedik lssghakian.

A traditional dinner after
the ceremonies was held at
the Ani Hotel restaurant,
hosted by Spurk President
Hamazaspian. Present were
members of the Saroyan
Quartet, Minister of Foreign
Affeirs  John  Kirakosian;

Writers  Union  President
D ian and his deputi

ROGRAM
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S
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Vartges Petrossian (partially hiddeo), Writers' -~

Karen Demirchiun, Perty First

siding. Petrossian, who repre-
sented the delegation. Being
the first speaker, I thanked
Spurk and the Writera' Union
for their warm and cordial
hospitality, ~expressed  my
impressions regarding my firet
visit to the homeland of my
ancestors and presented a videa
tape of the Fresno Ssroyan
Tribute to the Writers' Union
on behalf of the Fresnc Arme-
nian community. Following the
presentation, Keshishian and
Kouymjian presented an over-
view of Saroyan's life sug-
mented with slides.

All of the events, from
landing in M . to arriving
in Yerevan, sad including the
private and public trc{u!qu

message for the occasion.
Following the program, First
Party Secretary Demirchi

Pri Mini Rarkinsi :‘:“

Spurk President H i

i nd Saghatel

and Writers' Union President
Petrossian carried the pedestal

with the urn of ashes of Saroyan
on their shoulders to the grave-
site & few hundred yards
away, at the Pantheon, a holy
place in Komitus Park. The

ion followed the digni-

transferred  to F
upon disembarking from the
plane. We were then escorted
in a motorcade with sirens
blaring to Hotel Armenia -~ our
home for the next 12 days.

Karlen Dallakisn;H
Keshishian, actress Vartuhi

Varteressisn, poet Vahakn:

Davtian, resident of Oujan
A::m Kevorkian, and teacher
Aida  Mnatsaganian. Poets
Gevorg Emin lnq Razmig

A CROWD of more than 10,000 jammed Komitas
Parh in Yerevan to pay their final respects to
Fresno euthor-playwright William Ssroysn.

Davoyan recited | poems
dedicated to the memory of

taries who carried several
floral wresths.

The urn of Saroyan’s ashes
was lowered into the grave
and the grave was then sealed
and covered. Floral wreaths
and flowers were placed by
various committees, unions,

hicSs 8 ]
Al o O B

In accordance to his wishes, his ashes wore
flown to Armenia from Fresno for burial.

sarian; Spurk staff members

' Ashot Shaboyan and Artur

Navasardian; ' Spurk publica-
tion Karoog editor Berj Mesrob-
ian; writer and Saroyan’s
Bitlistzi friend Babayan; and
KMI Radioc News Dirsctor
Ed Hardy.

The fina! official event was
held at the Theatre of the
Writers' Union on June &rd
with President Petrossian pre-

were ly
covered by the news and TY
media

Saroyan did not have a burial
in Fresno, but in Armenia it
was @ different matter, whers
it could not have been evaded.
The Saroyan Quartet can be

rest assured that they fulfilled -

the last wishes of their desr
friend. The significance of
Saroyan’s burial in Armenia to
the citizens of Armenia and the
manner in which they paid
respect to their son was sume-
thing beyond espectstion. 1
truly foel Bill would have
‘approved!
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Armenian history, culture

By SHIRLEY ARMBRUSTER
Bee staff writer {

With the aroma of _fresh-from-the-oven

Armenian cracker bread in the air, participants
in the Fresno .State University ' Elderhostel

program concluded Friday their week-long

studies of Armenian history and culture.

The 31 “students,” ranging in age from 60 to 88
years old, toured an Armenian bakery and ate
samples of the fresh cracker bread. -Class
members said the  week-long session was a
thoroughly enjoyable learning experience..

Elderhostel is a worldwide program to provide
special educational opportunities for people 60
and older. Participants in the FSU program, who
are from California and several other states, live
in the campus dormitories during the session.

This week’s class was the third and final
summer session at FSU. While this session
concentrated on Armenians, the other two dealt
with a variety of subjects, including California
foods and fibers, music, Old Testament
literature, government and toxic chemicals.

. Elderhostel, * said ' Andresen, ‘allows  for a’
" “recycling of human resources. There’s a whole?
-world of . new - experiences: in- just this one:

aspect,”” she said.: ', ) By O vl S

B ]

The course on Armenians was coordinated by’
FSU journalism professor Arthur Margosian.:
Numerous guests from the Fresno Armenian;
community spoke and gave demonstrations to
“the Elderhostel students on Armenian  history,
geography, culture, music, religion and food.”
~Thursday’s class was devoted to a study of the.
life and works of Fresno-born writer William.
Saroyan. W o ‘ A

“I knew about Saroyan, but I never realized
the tremendous. contribution of the Armenian
people to all of California,” said Andresen.

Margosian « also lauded the - Elderhostel
participants and their eagerness to learn new
things. = s EE TR TR R U i e S o

“The saying that the old can’t learn isn’t
true,” he said. ‘‘They learn because they want to
learn.” : ’

enthrall 31 ‘students’

«“This was a marvelous experience,” said Ruth
Andresen of Salinas, a retired geologist and
former member ‘of the California Coastal
Commission. “It was an introduction to a part of

Fresno that we would never have had the .

opportunity to know about otherwise.” -+ ..

Arto Demirjian of Oceanside, who was born in

- Armenia, said he'learned a lot about Armenia in

the program. He was the only student of

-~ Armenian ancestry.

_Demirjian survived the 1915 massacre of 1.5

~ million ‘Armenians by the Turkish government
. and came to the United States in 1920. He is a

retired photographer. ; ‘
. “Even though I am Armenian, have always
been very much interested in the history and still
- speak: the language, I never knew the history
way far back. And what I've heard has not been
explained to me as clearly as this was,” said
Demirjian. ;
Participants praised not only the course on
Armenians, but the entire Elderhostel program.
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ﬁ’ammy Gammiun, leﬂ; explains Armenian cracker bread bakmg process i:o th ; ec’:vriii:ipanfsl

in FSU iEidarhbgtel program.

B
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Commemorahon tonight

Half Saroyan’s ‘ashes will rest in Armema

Honoring the request of
William Saroyan, half of the
late author’s ashes will be
taken next week to Yerevan,
the capital of Armenia, to be
enshrined.

A three-man delegation,
including two Fresnans, will
leave Sunday to accompany the
remains. One of Saroyan’s last
wishes was that his ashes be
interred in Fresno, his
hometown, and in his ancestral
homeland.

'Heading the delegation will
be Robert M. Damir of San
Francisco, attorney for the
Saroyan estate and the William
Saroyan Foundation. The other

~ delegates will be Fresnans
Allan Y. Jendian, an actiye

Armenian civic leader, and
Dickran Kouymjian, chairman
of the Armenian Studies

‘Program at Fresno State

University.

In Yerevan, the delegatibn

will be the guests of the

Committee for Cultural
Relations with Armenians
Abroad and the Armeman

- Writers’ Union.

Saroyan’s ashes will be
enshrined in Yerevan’s

“Pantheon,’”” where several
famous Armenians are honored.
A special tribute and ceremony.
will be held later this month,
marking the first anniversary
of Saroyan’s death on May 18,
1981, at the age of 72.

e

The son of Armenian
immigrants, Saroyan set many
of his stories in the Armenian
neighborhood of Fresno.

He was a prolific writer for
more than half a century and
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1940 for

“The Time of Your Life;”” a

play written in six days. His
books ineluded ‘“The Human

‘Comedy” and “My Name is
Aram.”

Durmg hxs lifetlme, Saroyan
traveled to Armenia many
times.

“One of his last wxshes was
that he might forever be
physically associated with the
two lands
o him,“’said Robert Setrgaklan

that meant so much:

executor of the Saroyan estate.

- “As a creative writer, he was

above politics and nationistic
issues of the moment.”

A first anniversary
commemoration of Saroyan’s
death will be held tonight in
Fresno. The FSU Child Drama
Center and Armenian Studies
Program will sponsor a
memorial program at 8 p.m. in
the Conley ‘Art Bmldmg, Room
101.

The memeorial will feature a
dramatic reading of Saroyan’s
last published play
*“Assassinations,”” a one-act
spoof of the modern condition.

‘The. tribute is free and open
to.the public.

4k
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| Saroyan
saluted
by FSU

The Frcan State ;‘
University Child .~
‘Drama Center ani!
the Armenian Studies
_Program will present
a memeorial rogram
honoring William '
Saroyan tonight at § -
o’clock in-Room 161 ox

e Conley Art.
uilding on the; ESU A
: campus i

The program
commemorates the *

first anniversary of ,
the death of the”
Fresno author. It will '
feature a dramatic &'

. reading of Sag
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.~ & SAROYAN . uzmm
A memorial _program
marhng the first gnmversaw;;‘;
-af the death of author- ’Wxﬂiam; i
Saroyan, 8 p.m., Phebe Conley.
» At Bmlding, Room 101, l;r:sno '
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Saroyan Memorial: The CSUF Child Drama Center and Armenian Studies will com-
memorate the first anniversary of William Saroyan's death with a public
reading of his last published play, "Assassinations," at 8 p.m. in Phebe
Conley Art 101. Also planned is a slide presentation featuring Saroyan's
life and apartment in Paris. Admission is free,
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TM bedmm in Wlillcm Saroyan’s Paris apartmen' is shown. Hls Puns dems were. recenﬂy mvontoned

Dxekran Kouympan, a Fresno State
ﬁ"i’wetsny professor and ‘friend of the
tate~ William Saroyan,
tompleted an inventory of the writer’s
Paris apartment ‘and shipped literary
amipersonal items to California.

“Ihe items were sent to Fresno and to
thewUmversny of California’s Bancroft
Libriry in Berkeley. .

.Jhe library, which already retains
holdings for the William Saroyan
Foundation, received for inventory and

“recently .

v evaluanon manuscnpts bool;s written
‘by Saroyan, artwork, letters ‘and other.

literary documents from the apartment

Personal effects memor&bnha. most
of the books and special items like

: Saroyan s pianola were sent to hxs two -

houses in Fresno.

Kouymjian, chairman of the FSU’s
Armenian Studies Department,
accomplished the task with a $10,000

grant from the National Endowment for'

the Humanities. It was awarded to the

royan’s Paris items shipped home

Armenian Assembly, actmg on hehalf of
. the Saroyan Foundation. .

For the last 20 years of his life,
Saroyan divided his time between Paris
and Fresno. Saroyan was a collector and
his Paris . apartment, Kouymjian
reported, contained 20 ° years’
accumulation of papers, books and
personal effects. - ‘

Included were mterestmg stones bags
of rose petals, mementos of his travels,
/stacks of newspapers and magazines,
thousands of books, envelopes, receipts,
; lists and other trash as Saroyan termed
it. .

'I'here also were a large number of his
drawings and paintitigs, each garefully
signed and dated with the time of day.

Saroyan and Kouymjlan became
friends as the two shared the experience
of commuting between their homes in
- Paris and Fresno. Kouym i;xan also has
;_aﬁght c0urses on Saroyan S wntmg at

“In the fall of 1980 Sqmyan entrusted
!géuymjlan, who was about to take a
leave ‘of absence, with the keys to his
is ﬂat a,gkmg him to assemble and
‘jtems back to. him in
Fﬁesno Before the work was completed,
Saroyawuﬁed in Fresnoiast May."




ARMEN'AN STUDIES PROG RAM Armenian Studies Program

- ARCHIVE - CSUF, Fresno, CA 93740

{ 8 SOURCE “Tho Fpresne Reo DATE_[§ M&“! {ﬁ I,
l 1 SUBJECT ﬁam%a N pace B4 | | re ’,,

Saroyan memorial

Fresno State University will present a
memorial program Friday marking the first
anniversary of the death of author William
Saroyan. _ i

The Pulitzer Prize-winning native - Fresnan
died a year ago today in Fresno’s Veterans
Administration Medical Center. ‘

The memorial will feature a dramatic reading
of Saroyan’s last published phy,
*Assassinations.” The one-act comedy uses.the
theme of political assassinations to spoof th
raodern condition. .

Saroyan wrote it in 1974 and California State
University, Northridge, published it in 1979. -

The program will be sponsored by the ¥SU
Armenian Studies Program and the FSU Child
Drama Center.

Jeanette Bryon, head of the center, will direct.
Wendy Duncan and Ted:Coopman and F§U
theater arts professors Philip Walker and
Charles Randall will be featured in the cast.

The play will be presented free to the publi¢.in
the Conley Art Building, Room 101 at 8 p.m.
There will be no parking restrictions on campus.
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Armenian poetry course set

An Armenian poetry course, led by
poet James Baloian, will be offered by the
Armenian Studies Program at CSUF on
May ! and 8, 1982. The course which will
be an analysis of Armenian poetry from
the early centuries to the present, with
emphasis on contemporary Armenian
poets, especially the works of Valley poet
James C. Baloian. He will lead the course
along with Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, who
will provide the students with a general
introduction.

One of America’s leading poets, Philip
Levine, will be present to read poetry with
James Baloian, Archie Minasian, Omar
Salinas and DeWayne Rail.

Ancient Armenian poetry will be dis-
cussed by Flora Tchaderjian as well as
Araxie Menendian (Sayat Nova 18th
century), Araxie Tatoulian (Vahan Teke-

yan 19th-20th century), Cecelia Baloian
(Avedik Issahakian 19th-20th century).

Registration can be done through the
Extension Division or on the first day of
class. The one unit course will be held in
room 105 of the Social Science Buildingat
CSUFfrom9a.m.toSp.m. Afeeof $15is
offered to those people wishing to audit
the class.

All poets, friends of poetry, music and
art are invited to discuss, listen and read
poetry. The course is open to the public,

,James C. Baloian is Fresno’s resident
Armenian poet. He attended CSUF and
University of California at Irvine. He is
also a farmer. His works have been pub-
lished in numerous periodicals and an-
thologies. His volume of poetry The
Ararat Papers'was published in 1978 and
he has several books currently in press.
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Boosting Armenian 1 Claims

By Ted Bell
Bee Stalf Writer,

The murder of Turkish diplomats
by radical Armenian r..tionalists
may be making it clear to the Tur-
kish people that 1.5 million Arme-
ruans were systematically extermi-
nated by the Turks befcre and dur-
ing World War 1. a Fresno professor
told a University of California, Da-
vis, audience Thursday

Professor bikran nhouymjian
cliiimed that. despite what he
termed irrefutable evidence, the
Turks, the U.S. gecvernment and
even the Israeli government has
ri fused to condemn the slaughier of
Armenians as “genodide’ and are
more comfortable in wriiiey ol
what happened as past histoary
committed duving a war u:
unique circumstances.

Flags on state buildings were
flown at half-staff last week in re-
membrance of the Armenian geno-
cide during the first World War.

Kouymjian teaches Armenian
studies at California State Universi-
ty, Fresnq, (Fresno has one of the
largest Armenias communities in
the United -Stale~.: Kouymjian was
emphatic in saying he is not sympa-
thetic with the two mujor Armenian
groups claiming responsibility for
the deaths of 22 Turkish diplomats
and thelr families since 1975,

“I am convinced that vou cannot
use any meuns to uchieve an end. no
matter how nohie that end may be,”
Kouvmjian said. "1 am afraid that
the means chosen will affect the
course of svents and that the end
may be ditierent. Violence is uncon-
trollable . soucannotstop it.”

He said that non-violent alterna-
lives include the boycotting of Tur-
kish embassies worldwide, the estab-

. -hmen! of an institute on Armenian
genocide and congressional recogni-
tion of Armenians as 3 “non-govern-
menital national organization”

Kouymyjian said that the “political
violence” of the Armenian Secret
Army for the Liberation of Armenia
and the Jusice Commandos of the
Armenian Genocide -has had some
positive effects.

“In bringing back in strong terms,

the Armenian question, (they) have
for the first time brought the issue
home to 1 ¢ Turkish masses,” he
said. “Forty million Turks pick up
their newspapers and read of Arme-
nians. Most of it is negative. but it is
there ... where it wasn't before. The

effect of politicul vi-lence has been

the opening wews. of information
into the Turkish conscience.”

Another effect of the violence,
which he Jdoes not feel should be
termed “terrorism,” is that it “has
forced the Armenian population to
come to grips with actions that are
unpopular.”

Kouymjlan said the twe groups
are gaining popularity because their
goal is “direct political action inte-
rested in getting back some real
estate.”

He said the Secret Army’s stated
goal is tr. re-establish an Armenian
homeland within the (raditional
darea that encompasses parts of east-
em Turkev. a southeastern shice of
the Soviet Union and a western part
of Iran. He admitted. however, that
the Iranian portion is not included in
tretr homeland maps.

Participants in the sparsely at-
tended "Political Violence and the
Armenian Question” forum at UC
Davis disagreed over the Soviet
Union's feelings about the two na-
tionulist groups.

Kouymjian and the forum’s other :

speaker, Dr. jack Zakarian, made
numerous references to similarities
in the plight of the pre-1948 Jews
and the Armenians. Kouymjian said
that the main body of the Palesti-
nian Liberation Organization has
shown signs of toning down political
violence now that it is recognized in
international circles. jusr as Zionists
did prior to the estabiishment of the
Israeli state.

Maost Western history texts recerd
rhe "Armenian Question” as having
begun in 1894 under the Ottoman

Empire’s Suttan Abdul Hamud ¢(*Ab-
dul the Damned”) while his nation
was at war with Czarist Kussia and
the Armenians. Later. under a bu-
reaucrat named Mehmed Talit. a
quarter of & million Armenian men

were drafted x’n:u the Ottoiin ermy
and put into libor battalioos where
they were s!augmered

Zakanan and Kouy men nuted
that whiie Germaus ioday pay Israel
reparations and emphiasize the holo-
caust in .heir scheois, the Turks
have refused to even acknowledge
that the massacres ever occurred on
the scale cluimed be Armergan .

Wher o [urksh s

e
audience nr et iy Uid not
be hela ace ; 1 hep
pened two or r P Tl Cis i
Kouymjian . MUNW Natons

has no staiy of Limitat ong for,
2eNGCide and Mu M)SSBC(B‘
weie cummiticd nok by a sml‘ﬂ\-
ment Lut o State He saud the same.

TUrkish state exs W" '

RKouymyt i clanme;& Turke
imrartaal rofe NATO m{’h@
presence of Joooi WS Hoops
ballistic missiies Tuﬂ(eg an,rt
sponsible for tne 1S £
Armenian hillings
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Poets to read at seminar

The Armenian Studies program at
Fresno State University will offer a
seminar on American and Armeniah
poetry with several name poets as

guest artists in day-long sessions -

Saturday and May 8.

The prize-winning Philip Levine,
who divides his teaching time
between FSU and Tufts University

in Massachusetts, will head the list
of those reading from their works.
The others are James  Beloian,
Dewayne Rail, Archie Minasian and
Luis Omar Salinas.

The workshop will open Saturday
at 9 a.m. (Room 105, Social Science
Building) with Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian leading a general
dlscussion of poetry and poets. An

‘similar format,
meeting dealing with translations of

afternoon session will be devoted to
rea«ilings by Levine, Beloian and
Rail.

The May 8 seminar will have a
the morning

19th and 20th century Armenian
poetry and performances of folk
music as it is traditionally used in
conjunction with readings. Minasian

and Salinas are the scheduled poets

that afternoon.

“Armenian Poetry (Armenian
Studies 120 T)” will be offered for
one unit credit for $43 or as an audit
course for $10. Further information
may be obtained by telephomng 294-
2669 or 204-2524. ;
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Ugly bike contest

Tomorrow after the Whole Earth Festival opening ceremonies on
the quad there will be an ugly bike contest. Bring any bike, but you

must be able to ride it!

Winter quarter grades

Winter quarter grade sheets will be available in the basement of
Mrak Hall from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. today and tomorrow. Go pick up your

grades!

Register to vote

There will be a voter registration drive today from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
in MU Il. The drive is sponsored by Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.

Armenian Students forum

Today at noon in MU II, the UCD Armenian Students Association
will present an open forum entitled “Political Violence and the

2

Armenian Question.
Professor Dikran Kouymjian.

AND THE

the Failure of Western di’:km-\g

Armenian_perspective

Lﬂ{odefa&d by Susan Barsamiw

Assn f Uuco
presents an open ﬁwn on:

POLITICAL VIOLENCE

ARMENIAN QUESTION
Dr Jack Zakarian wit spek on the w15 genocide

of 17 million Armenians, the Turkish coverup, and

_Prof. Dikran Kouymjian will speak on the recent
wave of assassinations” of Turkish diplomats from the

“Thurs, April 29, noon, MUIL

Speaking will be Dr. Jack Zakarian and
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For Immediate Release....

LEVINE READS AT ARMENIAN POETRY COURSE AT CSUF

An Armenian poetry course, led by poet James Baloian, will be offered
by the Armenian Studies Program at CSUF on May 1 and 8, 1982. The
course which will be an analysis of Armenian poetry from the early
centuries to the present, with emphasis on contemporary Armenian
poets, especially the works of Valley poet James C. Baloian. He

will lead the course along with Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, who will
provide the students with a general introduction.

One of America's leading poets, Philip Levine, will be present to
read poetry with James Baloian, Archie Minasian, Omar Salinas and
DeWayne Rail.

Ancient Armenian poetry will be discussed by Flora Tchaderjian as
well as Araxie Menendian (Sayat Nova 18th century), Araxie Tatoulian
(Vahan Tekeyan 19th-20th century), Cecelia Baloian (Avedik Issahakian
19th-20th century).

Registration can be done through the Extension Division or on the
first day of class. The one unit course will be held in room 105
of the Social Science Building at CSUF from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A

fee of $15 is offered to those people wishing to audit the class.

All poets, friends of poetry, music and art are invited to discuss,
listen and read poetry. The course is open to the public.

James C. Baloian is Fresno's resident Armenian poet. He attended CSUF
and University of California at Irvine. He is also a farmer. His
works have been published in numerous periodicals and anthologies.

His volume of poetry The Ararat Papers was published in 1978 and he
has several books currently in press.

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY AND COIIEGFES
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Dickran Kouympcn left, p of A pan Studs
at Fresno State University.

Armenian past, present-day violence flare at forum

By THERESE IKNOIAN
Bee staff writer

Some spoke calmly. Others reacted
heatedly. A few retorted emotionally.

For some it was only a forum to voice
personal, unrelated

Whichever road was followed, the words
flew Friday mgh( among five panelists and

than bers who

Angeles, “it brought us together tonight to
open our hearts, mexprssmn-vxewsandto
discuss the cause

The d\scusmm orgammd by several

chairman of the Armenian Studies
Department at the American

International College in La Verne, prefaced
hiswordsbystressinghedidmcmdme

Fresno Armenian
the cmtmversy that ﬂared aﬂer the killing.
The Justwe of the Ar

for the
slay-mg Ea.rryM Sassounian, 19, a 1877
Lehanm

pxppled ‘nth the topic, “Polmcal Violence
and the Armenian * The session
was beld at Trinity Latheran Church.

immi t from
been charged with the shooting.

The group, as well as the Armenian
Secret Army of the Liberation of
Armenians, . seek retribution for they call .

i the:1815 genocide, in which 15 million}
Armenians Turki:

were slain by the sh army.
“Xl you want to be effective, emotion is

goinqmdon hmngpeopletsno(gomg
to do it, Jose Canales told those

He did, however, mtzv.hewoﬂdhas

“As long as the world community chooses
to forget the genocide and as long as the
continue to build weapons that

SUpErpowers
- could destroy the world, o one bas the right **
0 cond Armeni sy io1 -

Tom , 24, FSU student and editor of
Shallsgomn an international Armenian
newspaper, hter called revenge killings
*‘cowardice acts.” i
“No one has the right to kill, whatever .
d:ecq-e" said Key, mmm

alls himself a citizen of the world.
““Murder can’t be justified.”
Bournoutian was quick to reply.
"Wenaedloleamthengmmdefend
ourselves,” he said.

*‘1 don’t know if (violence) is the answer,
but for the past 65 years we bhave tried
‘books, conference, money, prayers, writing
...,"meomiansald “Letstryunsme

for a.while.”

aspect of

end to all violence. Hemd!hepubhcm

of political terrorists is glamorized.
Hc claimed the

‘hn'hkmtt’
s 2 purpose.. | i

“ ‘whether if's -American,
v&nhmmmm

is that “if
HA.rmemmHll.k‘lh‘

ungamslm
principles of
bridge . tbenwemmmmmthmem
t.hmwe'llreadﬂarmemanvhatwem
doing through violence.” ;

According to Bournoutian, the goals of
the murders and bombings claimed by the
activist groups are to attract attention to
the actions of Turkish people in 1915, and to
awaken Armenians, especially the young.

However, Canales said that organization,
not violence, istbevmyw-wakeam
world.

“Ammnnsmu'ymgm;etapxemd
the spotlight, and that’s not a criticism,” be
said. "l’he wnytodnhislomampulxmlht

rinciples and against the
"* he said. ““Hf we build a

4 lsno(mewnsmlmvwicnu
Cnmmtheuunmgaplmw

Said Bournoatian, ‘Onceasmnmevoﬂd
press is covering the Armenian case . .. not
very well, but they're covering " §
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Elderhostel Program will include
ag, literature, Armenian culture

Fresno State University will offer three one- -

week Elderhostel Program sessions for older
adults this summer.

Courses in FSU’s fourth annual Elderhostel
Program will deal with agriculture, government,
music, literature, the environment and
Armenian culture.

Programs will be offered June 6-12, 13-19, 20-

27. They are open to people 60 and older.

Dr. Leonard Bathurst, assistant dean of
extended education, will coordinate the sessions.

The program houses the older adults in FSU -

residence halls. The cost is $150 per week, and
includes meals, tuition and related activities.

A limited number of openings are av‘ailable‘f‘or ;
local people who wish to commute to the.

campus. The commuter fee is $70 for classes,
five lunches, a'barbecue and a trip to a national
park, Bathurst said. .

The first week’s courses include *California

Farms: Foods and Fibers in the 1980s,”
‘‘Understanding Our Government”’ and ‘‘Music

- to Our Ears.” The second week will include the

California farms class plus courses in *“Fiction,
Poetry and Wisdom Literature in the Old
Testament” and “Our Toxic Environment.”

The final week will focus on Armenian culture.
Through lectures, demonstrations and field trips,
participants will learn about Armenian history

- and folk tales, William Saroyan and his impact

on American literature and the theater, religion,
foods, dance, art and contemporary issues in the

- Armenian community.

“Dr. Donald Albright, who headed FSU’s
Elderhostel program the first three years, is now
coordinating the Southern California area
program. He said 500 institutions now offer
programs in all 50 states and Canada.

More information on the FSU program may be
obtained by writing the Division of Extended

-Education, CSU Fresno, Fresno 93740, or calling
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CSUF this weekend __

FRIDAY, APRIL 16

Internationally renowned clarinetist Richard
Stoltzman and his partner, bassoonist, pianist and
composer Bill Douglas will conduct a special Master
Class in the Music Building Recital Hallat 10:30 a.m.
The duo presented the final concert in the Fresno
Musical Club series Thursday at 8 p.m. in the
Saroyan Theatre.

There will be a study of the Bible in Spanish witha
focus on Philippians. Lab School 119, 11 a.m.

The Bulldogs host CSU, Fullerton at the Sierra
Sport and Racquet Club starting at 1:30 p.m.

The Lady Bulldogs host the University of the
Pacific on the campus courts starting at 2:30 p.m.

Dudley Moaore stars as the poor, rich, drunk in the
film “Arthur.” A matinee showing in the John Wright

Theatre at 3:30 p.m. Evening showings in the College .

Union Lounge at 7:15, 9:10, and 11:05 p.m.

Panel Discussion: A discussion comparing and
contrasting the causes for the use of political violence

in the Palestinian, Irish, Armenian, and Tupamaro
Liberation Movements. Moderating will be Ed Hardy
of KMJ Radio News. Panelists include Jose Canales
(Professor Emeritus of History), George Bournou-
tian (Armenian Studies at the American Armenian
International College), William Beatty (Professor
Emeritus of Anthropology), Freeman Wright (Politi-
cal Science), and Rev. Bernard Guekguezian (First
Armenian Presbyterian Church, Fresno). Trinity
Lutheran Church (3973 N. Cedar Ave.) at 7:30 p.m.
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CSUF this weel_

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 e

Internationally renowned = clarinetist Richard
Stoltzman and his partner, bassoonist, pianist and
composer Bill Douglas will conduct a special Master
Class in the Music Building Recital Hall at 10:30 a.m.
The duo presented the final concert. in the Fresno
Musical Club series Thursday at-8 p.m. in the
Saroyan Theatre.

There will be a study of the Bible in Spanish witha
focus on Philippians. Lab School 119, 11 a.m.

The Bulldogs host CSU, Fullerton at the Sierra
Sport and Racquet Club starting at 1:30 p.m.

The Lady Buildogs host the University of the
Pacific on the campus courts starting at 2:30 p.m.

Dudley Moore stars as the poor, rich, drunk in the
film “Arthur.” A matinee showing in the John Wright
Theatre at 3:30 p.m. Evening showings in the College
Union Lounge at 7:15.9:10, and 11:05 p.m.

Panel Discussion: A discussion comparing and
contrasting the causes for the use of political violence
in the Palestinian, Irish, Armenian, and Fupamaro
Liberation Movements. Moderating will be Ed Hardy

“of KMJ Radio News. Panelists include Jose Canales
(Professor Emeritus of History), George Bournou-
tian (Armenian Studies at the American Armenian
International College), William Beatty (Professor
Emeritus of Anthropology), Freeman Wright (Politi-
cal Science), and Rev. Bernard Guekguezian (First
Armenian Presbyterian Church, Fresno). Trinity
Lutheran Church (3973 N. Cedar Ave.) at 7:30 p.m.
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Panel Discussion: A discussion comparing and contrasting the causes for the use
of political violence in the Palestinian, Irish, Armenian, and Tupamaro
Liberation Movements. Moderating will be Ed Hardy of KMJ Radio News.
Panelists include Jose Canales (Professor Emeritus of History), George
Bournoutian (Armenian Studies at the American Armenian International
College), William Beatty (Professor Emeritus of Anthropology), Freeman
Wright (Political Science), and Rev. Bernard Guekguezian (First Armenian
Presbyterian Church, fresno). Trinity Lutheran Church (3973 N. Cedar Ave.)
at 7:30 p.m.,
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Special Events

*  FILM — Sogrise Project Church
will present Hal Lindsay’s film
‘““Revelation,” toddy, 6 p.m., in the
church, 2139 Stanisfaus St. Next Sunday,
‘““Years Of The Beast,” 6 p.m., in the
church. Informatio ,264—4466

* EASTER CELEBRATION JOG —
Seventh annual,| today, 5:31 a.m.,
Woodward Park| Lakeview facility.
Featuring a threeqmile and two-mile jog,
plus a one-mile jwalk. Featuring Ron
Claassen in a Easger Service celebration,
Information, 6 07 or 264-5847.

* EASTER S

al and Medical Center
bolist Earl Meyers,

Community Hospi
lawn. Featuring
combined choir a
Sermon by Rev. David Gable A hght
breakfast will
Information, 442-6009 ext. 5508.

AIRCRAFT SHOW - Annual
Ultralight Air Showj today, 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., Porferville  Airport,
Porterville. Admissipn $2. Featuring 200
aircraft, demonstrations, aerobatics,
exhibits, lectures, | refreshments and
camping facilities. | Presented by the
E.A.A.U.L. Chapterf XIII. Information,
781-8101 or 781-8100. | °

MENNONITE RELIEF SALE —
Auction of quilts, gntiques and classic
cars and sales of food and arts and crafts
items to benefit M¢nnonite world relief
projects, Fresno |Pacific University
campus, Butler a
Friday, 6:30 to 9 p
a.m. to5p.m.

WOMEN’S DAY FAIR — “Bread and
Roses,” a day jof workshops and
speakers ‘relating o women, beginning
at 8 am., Ted ¢. Wills Community
Center. Advance rggistration fees $7, at
the Commission on jgthe Status of Woaen,
2425 Fresno St., 93721; $8 the day of the
fair. Includes lugches, as available.
Information, 488-1581.

HOME TOUR} — The Hanford
Carnegie Muse Heritage League’s
home tour, Saturddy, 1 to 5 p.m., at the
museum. Admissiagn $5. Featuring a tea
and a boutique. Information, 5844423 or
924-9245.

. % RECEPTION — The San Joaquin
Valley Writers and the staff of the Fig
Garden Branch, Fresno County Free
Library will sponsor a reception
henoring Louise arjd Henry Andersen of
Dodgson’s Book Center and artist Rollin
Pickford Jr., next|Sunday, 3 to 5 p-m.,
the library, 5041 N.{Palm Ave.

'PORTRAIT OF FULLER — An
ghret Fuller, Friday, 8

jurch of Fresno, 4144
Admission $5 and $3.
able. Sponsored by a

N. Millbrook Ave.
Refreshments avai
number of gro
American Civil Libprties Union and the
National Organizatign of Women.

* FORUM — A panel discussion on
political violence and the Armenian
question, Friday, 7:30 p.m., Trinity
Lutheran Church, 3973 N. Cedar Ave.
Sponsored by the U.A.C.C., the
Armenian Alumni and  Armenian
Students Organization of Fresno State
University.

ps, including the -
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Focus on
political
violence

A panel discussion on political
violence focusing on four
international groups will be
sponsored Friday by three
Armenian organizations.

The session will be at 7:30 p.m. at
the Trinity Lutheran Church, 3973 N.
Cedar Ave. It is !iee and open to the
public.

The discussion is sponsored by the
United Armenian Commemorative:
Committee, Fresno State Armenian

,Stucients Organization and FSU

Armenian Alumni Organization.

Panelists will compare and
contrast the use of violence by the
Palestinian, Irish and Tupamaro (in
Uraguay) political movements with
the Armenian political movement.
The goals of the groups and their
success and the moral aspect of
political violence also will - be
discussed. :

‘Ed Hardy, news diréctor of KMJ,

will be moderator. Panelists will be
Jose Canales, FSU history professor
gmeritus; William Beatty,
anthropology professor emeritus;
Dr. Freeman Wright, FSU political
science professor; Dr.' George
Bournoutian, chairman of the
Armenian Studies Program at the
American Armenian International
College in Laverne; and the Rev.
Bernard Guekguezian of the First
Armenian Presbyterian Church in
Fresno.
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Armenian panel
to hold vigil .
on martyr day

The Armenian National
Committee will mark Armenian
Martyrs Day with a six-hour vigil
beginning at 9 p.m. April 23.

The vigil, which will be held in
Courthouse Park, will
commemorate the lives of the 1.5
million Armenians massacred from
1915 to 1923 by the Turks.

. Hygo Ohanessian, a local member
of the committee and coordinator of
the event, said she expects 300 to 500
people to attend the vigil, which will
include speakers during its first
three hours.

~ Prof. Dickran Kouymjian of
Fresno State University will be the
main speaker. :

The vigil’s last three hours will be
silent, Ohanessian said.
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By Cynthia Avakian
Special to the Daily Collegian

One of the most brilliant films in the
history of cinematography will finally
premiere in Fresno Sunday. Sergei Parad-
Janov’s “The Color of Pomegranates,”
about the life of the 18th century Armen-
ian poet-troubador Sayat Nova, will be
shown at the Tower Theatre at 2 p.m. This
unique presentation is sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program along with
the Armenian Alumni Association of
CSUF, the Armenian General Benevolent
Union and the United Armenian Com-
memorative Committee.

Though known for only two major
films, “The Shadows of Our Forgotten
Ancestors” and “The Color of Pomegran-
ates,” Paradjanov has been acclaimed by
the world’s leading film directors and crit-
ics as one of the greatest Soviet film mak-
ers. Though made in the late 1960s, the
film was removed from circulation by

Soviet authorities after playing to packed -
i

REVIEWW 3

houses. In 1974 Paradjanov was arrested
and sentenced to 10 years in prison. In
1978, after serving four years, he was
released and permitted to live in Thbilisi,
capital of Soviet Georgia. During the past
four years he has been living in house
confinement in Thilisi with his mother. He
has not yet been allowed to make any
more films.

Pomegranates
a brilliant biography

Poet-{ pr/est featured

~ The highly moving and symbolic fea-
ture film covers the stages of the poet-
priest Sayat Nova's life in a series of abso-
lutely stunning tableaus. Professor Leo
Hamalian of City College of New York
and editor of Ararat literary magazine will
discuss Paradjanov’s life. Dr. Hamalian
visited the film maker in Tbilisi last sum-
mer; he will share his interview with the
audience. The intricacies of this film of
epic proportions will be discussed by Dr.
Taline Voskeritchian of Los Angeles. Dr.
Dickran Kouymjian of Armenian Studies
at CSUF will introduce this once-only
Fresno showing. The film is divided into
eight chapters of Sayat Nova’s life. Sayat
Nova (Arutin Sayadian), the 18th century
troubador, son of an artisan-dyer, was
trained as a carpet weaver. From an early
age he was famed as a poet and musician,

writing and singing in four languages: .

Armenian, Georgian, Azerbaidjani, and
Hindi. He became the court minstrel of
Herakle XI, king of Georgia. His ill-fated
love for the king’s sister caused his ban-
ishment to a monastery to lead a celibate
life; he then became a bishop and finally
archbishop. In 1975, Tbilisi was con-
quered by Agha Mohammed Khan, the
new Shah of Persia. The cathedral where
Sayat Nova took sanctuary was beseiged.
Refusing to renounce Christianity for
Mohammedanism, he was killed.

The film takes the viewer episode by
episode through his life. Each chapter is
followed by Sayat Nova’s poetry trans-
lated into English here by Haig Allahver-
dian. We see him as a young boy, observ-
ing, absorbing everything around him,
discovering nature. To show the child-
hood of this boy, Paradjanov has him
scrambling up to the roof of a monastery
lugging a book half his own size. He
perches there, turning the parchment
pages and the sound is of thousands of
pages turning in the wind. We then pro-
gress to the poet as a youth, court musi-
cian and lover:

I beseech you on my knees,
As if in front of the king of kings,

Allow me a moment to be near you,
So that I'may revel in the warmth,
Of your exotically beautiful,
dark-skinned face.

The fire is gone out of my eyes,
The fury is gone out of my heart,
Like the dark, grey clouds,
Distorting the color of the sea,
Love and life are ruined in me.

In the final chapters of the film the
viewer proceeds through the last years of
Sayat Nova’s life in the monastery where
baptisms, weddings and funerals all be-
come part of his life and duty, followed by
the time he leaves the monastery and ulti-
mately returns to his death.

In Sayat Nova’s words:

My water is of a different water,
Not everyone can drink it.

My words are of a different letters,
Not everyone can read it.

My love is of e different love,

Not everyman can match it...

“The Color of Pomegranates” has uni-
versal themes of life, death, love, the
church, art and the artist. Paradjanov has
given, with this film, a powerful statement
of the human condition.

Proceeds from the benefit performance
will go to the Paradjanov Support Fund.
On Sunday, February 14, 1982. the influ-
ential French daily newspaper Le Monde
reported that Paradjanov had once again
been arrested three days earlier.

There will be petitions at the Tower
Theatre to sign to help once again secure
the release of Paradjanov from prison.

Tickets can be purchased at the door on
the day of the showing for $3. For more
information, contact the Armenian Stu-
dies Program, 294-2832.
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CSUF this
weekend

TODAY

The Bluesteins, a musical family that plays
the traditional folk music of America, will per-
form “A Concert for Children” today and
tomorrow in the Child Drama Center (Lab
School 101). Tickets are $2 for adults and $3
for children. Today’s performances are at 1:30
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday’s performance is at 10
a.m:

There is no CU-:VMo’vie scheduled for tonight.

Graduate piano student Huei-Ching Yang
will present a recital featuring the works of
Haydn, Schumann, Liszt and Rachmaninoff.
SUNDAY ' :

The works of Sas Colby wil] be displayed in
the Phebe Conley Art Gallery. A public recep-
tion opening the exhibit will be held from 2to 5
p.m. in the gallery.

The film “The Color of Pomegranates,”
directed by Sergei Parakjanov, will be shown at
the Tower Theatre at 2 p.m. The film portrays
the life of the 18th: century Armenian poet-
troubadour Sayat Nova. The program is spon-
sored by the Armenian Studies Program and
the Armenian Alumni Association. Tickets are
$3. The Tower Theatre is located at the corner
of Wishon and Olive avenues.
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X
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While I have always had respect
for one of journalism’s most
precious prerogatives - — opinion
moulding through responsible
editorializing — 1 cannot accept
journalistic distortion by omission
and guilt by association. In this
regard, The Bee used my words out
of context and Suggested, by
innuendo, positions I do not hold. It
distorted statements I made to the
Los Angeles Times and at the same
time associated me incorrectly with
a position which excuses violence.

On Jan. 28 of this year I received
a call in my Fresno State University
office from Ronald Soble, reporter
of the Los Angeles Times. Mr.
Soble, previously unknown to me,
had been assigned to research the
assassination of Kemal Arikan, the
Turkish consul in Los Angeles. The
killing had taken place earlier that
day. Mr. Soble was calling me, a
professor of Armenian Studies, for
background information on an
incident that I, myself, had just
been informed of by a colleague. I,
too, was trying to get details, the
killing having been claimed by the
Justice Commandos of the
Armenian Genocide.

Responsible media often consult
the academic world for professional,
in-depth information. As a scholar
and educator in Armenian Studies
my responsibility is to try to
understand and keep up with
Armenian affairs. As a university
professor I am expected to examine,
understand, and teach all points of
view on my subject. Thus, I was
able to offer the requested
information on the assassination,
the background, as I explained to
Mr. Soble, that I as a university
professor have ‘‘no problem”’
understanding. e

In his article of the next day,
_written jointly with Leonard
Greenwood, Mr. Soble used about
150 words of our fast-paced 20
minute conversation; he quoted me,
briefly, several times. He selected,
from the many points I discussed as
background to the Kkilling, a few to
illustrate his article. I shall not
comment on his choices, for he has
the right to decide what he thinks
_should be emphasized. However, his
failure to report, in the section
. which referred to my remarks, my
categorlcal disavowal of kﬂhng and
~all violence, resulted in a damaging
dlstortlori ‘of my point. of view. This
"in turn induced secondary users of
“the Les- Angeles - Times article,
including The Bee, to take my words
further from their original context.

" 'The Bee attributed to me a “kind
a‘of* ‘detached view of murder,” a
comment which was totally
_interpretive on their part. The Bee
salso seemed to equate my not
having a problem understanding the
.event as being tantamount to
“approval of it. I quote from the
-editorial of Feb. 2: “Even Dickran
* Kouymjian, professor of Armenian

studies at Fresno State Umversxty,
had a kind of detached view of
murder. In answer to a question
from the Los Angeles Times, he said
he had ‘no problem’ understandmg
the psyche of the terrorist group,

that carried out. the murder. ‘The
genocide has been festermg o
etc.

The editorial continues, ¢All

killers believe they have their
reasons, but murder cannot be
ratxonahzed Those who speak for
the ‘Armenian community should
realize that when they explam

- murder, the effect of their words is

to reduce its horror and to furnish
an excuse for others to murder.”
Again, The Bee suggests that I
justify murder. To say at this point
that I have never had a detached
view of nor rationalized murder is
perhaps redundant, but I feel it
must be reiterated.

~ Part of the problem associated

with reporting of the Los Angeles
assassination stems from attitudes
assumed by some members of the
media. A few words of comment
may serve to avoid similar
misunderstandings in the future. In
Mr. Soble’s article there is an
underlying presumption, one that is
embedded in the editorial of The
Bee, of guilt by association. One of
Mr. Soble’s first questions to me —
a question asked by other
journalists, too — was not about the
history behind the assassination,
but, ‘“What do you think of the
klllmg of the Turkish consul?” My
immediate and unequivocal
response was that, of course, as a
rational, thinking human being, I
find killing — the taking of life —
reprehensible and unacceptable. I
am and always have been against
any form of capital punishment and
against the use of violence as a
means of achieving political goals,
even when I might agree with the
goals being pursued.

- Of course I condemn Killing;
rational, thinking people condemn
killing. Why, then, would one
thinking person ask another such a
question? Why would an Armenian |
or a member of any group or any
person ever be asked such a
question? Does not its mere
utterance imply that there might be
more than one answer, when
morally, ethically, and religiously
there has never been but one?

Armenians as ordinary human
beings and as members of the oldest
national Christian church in the
world have unwaveringly believed
in the commandment ‘“Thou shalt
not kill.”” They are not known in
history as killers nor have they ever
committed massacres. Is it not then
gratuitous and in fact provocative to
ask such a question as though there
might be Armenians who advocate
killing as a way of getting results
for their continuing struggle toward
Turkish recognition of the genocide
and the return of the lands of
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Armenia to the Armenians? If
among Armenians there are
individuals who advocate violence
as a means to an end, they
represent an imperceptible,
misguided minority who seemingly
cannot see beyond the suffenng
their nation has endured since the
unrepented genocide was committed
by the Turkish state 67 years ago.

These things could have been
explained to the press.
Unfortunately, The Bee did not try
to reach me to clarify these matters
or to ask what I had actually said to
the Los Ange;es Times. This is

troubling since some of the editors

know me personally and have
quoted me in past editorials. In fact,
just last September a senior editor
asked. me to write an article on the
occupatlon of the Turkish Consulate
in Paris by the Armenian Secret
Army, Before quoting me and
interpreting the meaning of my
remarks, might not I have been
contacted? o

Upon examination it should be
clear that the opinions presented in
these editorials and the way they
are expressed have the effect of
pointing suspicion toward anyone
who has ‘‘no problem?’’
understanding the obvious cause —
a forgotten genocide and the
continued occupation of Armenian
lands — of this unacceptable resort
to political violence. Fortunately,
not ‘all journalists react the same
way to such crucial matters.

I would recommend to the

editorial staff of all newspapers
interested in this question the
remarks of their colleague Dick
Nolan in the San Francisco
Examiner and Chronicle of Jan. 31.
Mr. Nolan unequivocally states that
he too has no problem
understanding the psyche behind
this violence. His final sentence
expresses a truth obscured by the
unfair reactions to my statement.
““These things (massacre and
genocide),”” he says, ‘‘are not
readily forgotten, so it is not
surprising to find history
reverberating in the streets of Los
Angeles in the year 1982.”

I for one will continually strive to
understand better the reasons
behind such acts of political violence
because of their horrible nature and
the deathly seriousness of the
genocide they are associated with. I
cannot accept the absurd premise
that to try to understand or analyze
these violent acts is the same as
justifying or sympathizing with
them. If more individuals, the
media, and governments, including
our own and Turkey’s, tried harder
to understand and elucidate the
reasons for this aberrant, abnormal
behavior, there is reason to think

that such vmlence would have ended -

long ago, perhaps never would have
started.

; DICKRAN KOUYMJ IAN
Fresno.
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them. If more individuals, the
media, and governments, including
our own and Turkey’s, tried harder
to understand and elucidate the
reasons for this aberrant, abnormal
behavior, there is reason to think
that such violence would have ended
long ago, perhaps never would bave
started,

DICKRAN KOUYMJIAN,
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'Armenian World’

course open

"The Arrﬁenian World of Richard Ha-
gopian” will be the topic of a Saturday
course offered at CSUF through the Ar-

menian Studies Program. The course will
be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., March 13
and 20, 1982, in room 105 of the Social
Science Building.

Professor Dickran Kouymjian will lead
the course with guest lecturer and artist
Richard Hagopian, the world-reknowned

oud player. Alsc featured will be James
Karagozian on the kanon (or Armenian
zither). The public will have the unique

opportunity of being provided with an
innovative insight into Armenian music
and folk culture.

This year, along with the in-class per-
formance of the internationally famous
Hagopian and his band, there will be an

added bonus of a detailed presentation of
the works of contemporary Armenian
composers Alan Hovhannes, Loris Tjek-

to public

navorian, Charles Amirkhanian and
others. 1

The one-credit course is open to the
public. Registration through the Univer-
sity Extension Division can be made in

two ways: By paying a fee of $43.00 for
one credit of university work, or with“a
$15.00 fee individuals may attend on a

non-credit basis. People who have taken
the course before may re-enroll. For more
information call the Armenian Studies
Program at 294-2832.
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RESPONSE FROM READER — All columnists expect and
appreciate responses to their writings -— both favorable and un-
favorable comments from their readers.

However, some letters deserve, other demand comments. A
few issues back we commented on a University professor who has
been quoted in the Los Angeles Times (and in an editorial in The
Fresno Bee). In fact we made-some rather harsh statements re the
professor. His name was excluded, because your writer did not want
to bring attention to him but to his illogical and senseless remarks.

The letter frorn Dr. Dickran Kouymjian (included in full in this
issue) demonstrates the tremendous expertise this art historian has
gathered. For Dr. Kouymjian is a brilliant man in his field, no
question about it. But, he has become an expert on American
journalism, the American and World political scene and the role
of terrorism in righting wrongs.

I only wish the letter could be duplicated as received. Dr.
Kouymjian appears to be an angry middle-aged man. He writes
as if the world — especially the world of the Armenian — rests on
his shoulders. 1 appreciate his including me with the editorial
writers of the SF Chronicle and The Fresno Bee, two papers I have
respect for in terms of their professionalism. He said thet I ‘showed
the same degree of second-rate journalism as did the editorial
writers’’ of the Chronicle and Bee,

I do net want this column to become a response type writing.
However, I want it perfectly clear that Dr. Kouymjian, colleague
because he teaches at the same University, is not a friend. I was
involved, very invelved, in the recruiting of an Armenian Studies
Professor at CSUF. Among other failings in my career, | am truly
disappointed that I was party to his hiring. Given the facts at the
time of his hiring, I would recommend it again! However, the
records speaks for itself since that time. I could not in good con-
science speak of him as a friend. I reapect and love friends.

* L *®

SUNDAY’S BEE — Dr. Konymjian again. I trust that Central
California residents have read the long srticle on the recent assassi-
nation. I must refer to his inconsistency. ‘‘Kouymjian joins Avakian
(Dr. Ara Avakian) in condemning the Los Angeles killing, but he
ingists on adding the ‘but’ clause of explanation, the Bee article said,
‘“He does not consider that equivocating.”” What pray tell does the
Dr. eall it?

Later in the same story, he is quoted as saying: *“ . .| . These
kids are not bardened criminals. They don’t enjoy viclence. They
are idealists, sweet guvs.’”” 1 hope none of my friends has Dr.
Kouymjian's value system.
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‘Unworthy’

1 would like 0 express my
surprise and dismay with your
recent editorial chastising Professor
Dickran Kouymjian for his recent
explanation of the acts of violence
atiributed to Armenian nationalists.

First, if you would read the
complete text of his statement, Dr.
Kouymijian provided an objective
explanation and understanding of
social violence and ethnic
oppression. He disavowed any
personal support. I maintain it is the
responsibility of members of the
academic world to comment and
communicate ideas and issues with
integrity and impartiality. This
Professor Kouymjian accomplished.

Your editorial is reminiscent of
the mass media’s censership and
absurd condemnation of black
community leaders in the 1860s,
such as Malcom X, Martin Luther
King, Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm, and others who dared to
provide social-ecenomic critiques of
urban violence.

It is a policy unworthy of The
Bee, which ought to reconsider.

DR. JAMES H. ROGEES

Fresno.
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David . Mun who hu spent a lot of money collchng lamous
a book about the late Willlam Saroyan. I the

. turas is wﬂtlnf
it could mean that huownwmyuphmaymev k
id yhemgmbyothercolleam
o Bt dasmng off autographs Is something Bamn vnll not have to
deal with for a yur or two, for he is still researching personal
pect olmclmol Fresno-born, Pulitzer Prize-winning author. |
The book - thére Is ho working title — will be an overvidw nf
b of e lemniary. ity iy, e Ko o
ry an aut s son, Aram
has one d for p this spring. o A
Intérest in Satoyan has Battan's spare time for most of
Filg ndult ife and the result is that he owns nne of the finest private
ions . of Shroyan works. re are 70 books in Battan's
is valued “'in excess’ of $10,000.

3 Bm&nnﬁd didmtmeet\mmmmn ago. Saroyan had
-&"é‘" Battan left with book sellers Louise

memumrym hehndmucmuysmsamns i
collection up to that point.

tully memhled ¢onecum that ;
Seen by Hirschfeid,” a rarely
rittert for the- imemauomlly
id not sdl :
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Very sincerely yours,
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SN Iynvmd

Harry § Truman's signature
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Sign

“1's a very rare book that was published in 1941, Battan
explained, “and would probably cost about $5% today 1if you could
find 1. 1 sent the bouk to Al Hirschfeld and he drew an onginal
cancature of himsell and then another of Saroyan for the title page.
And when Saroyan saw it a%:m, it completely fascinated him. He
ddn't have a copy of the book but was so fascinated with the
personal drawings that he wanted it,

“He said, "1'm going to ask you a very rude question: What would
it take 10 buy this?”

I told tum that it wasn't for sale, for any amount of money, but
that I would make reproductions of the pages with sketches on them.
! took the copies 1o him at the Fresno Veterans Administraticn
Hespital and, again, he was just so fascinated that | wrote to
Hirschfeld. whom I had sever met, and told him about it. Hirschfeld
then drew another bigger sketch of Saroyan, which I gave to him
just weeks before be died.™ *

Battan regrets he did not tape interviews with Saroyan during
their visits, but the concept of wniting a book had not yet occurred to
him.

It wasn't until after he died (on May 18, 1981) that | realized the
wealth of matenial that 1 had. For instance, | have copies of works
that neither Fresno State University nor the Fresno County Library
have, books so scarce that maybe only 50 copies of them were
printed.” :

Battan said he asked Saroyan 1o autograph a first edition of
“Danng Young Man on the Flying Trapeze' — his earliest book —
and to try and recall what his feelings were when it came out.
Saroyan wrote:

““The coming into being, of this, my first book, was the great event
of my young life — and the physical book itself was so real, so true,
and so ineradicable that, in the matter of an instant, 1 was
immeonal. The proof was in the weight and shape and substance of
the bock. And, as luck would have it, something else was in the
writing that confirmed the miracie.”

A couple of months afier he died, Battan paid $200 for an original
Saroyan manuscript during an auction by graphoanalyst-author
Charles Hamilton. The manuscript is a review which he wrote
himself for “'Love, Here is My Hat,” an unpublished work. Saroyan

/
L

)

wiote his own headiine, * Muama, that Saroyan's Here Aguin,
Goedy . and the review reads

“The reviewer's first job is to tell the truth about a book. This
book s great, the writing especially. It is all about life, a subject
Saroyan seems (o have taken over from all other writers and made
his very own. There are 21 pieces, ranging in size from the $06-word
prose poem ‘Ah Life, Ah Death, Ah Music, Ah France, Ah
Everything,’ to the 7,666-word modern fable *You're Breaking My
Heart." In between is every other kind of piece Saroyan writes as
well as two or three others he doesn’t. There are maybe 50,000 words
for 25 cents. In every sense the book is a bargain. In addition to the
fine lively, somber and comical writing, the book contains belpful
hints on a hundred and one assorted contemporary [ioblems,
especially romance, and should be in every bome. Nothing I can say
about the book, however, can ever so much as suggest its (a) power
() bumor (c) pathos (d) comedy and (e) humor (a point he
obviously wamedpm stress). You've got to read the book to really
understand it. It kept me up all night. It is not, however, a mystery
story in the conventional sense. | personally recommend this book.”™

Battan's research into Saroyan's background has brought him into
contact with actress Lillian Gish, who has contributed an anecdote;
photographer Arthur Rothstein, who coliaborated with Saroyan on
**Look at Us, Etc. Etc."”; artist Manuel Tolegian, a life-long friend of
Saroyan’s; and Lydia Freeman, the widow of Donald Freeman, who
illustrated ““The Human Comedy” and “My Name is Aram.”
Freeman did some illustrations for *‘Another Aram.” one of
Saroyan’s many unpublished books. It is, of course, sirilar to “My
Name is Aram” and in it Saroyan tells about growing up in Fresno.
But it was rejected by several publishers, according to Battan.

Battan said almost everyone he's contacted has been enthusiastic
about contributing to a Saroyan biography — but not everyone. For
example, he wrote Saroyan's ex-wife Carol, now Mrs. Walter
Matthau, and received a letter from her attorneys who specified that
she has no interest in contributing to a biography of the writer, and
threatening Battan with a lawsuit if references were made to her or
her family.

“And be advised,” Battan quoted the letter which he plans to
include in his book, ““that you will be held strictly libel for any
matenal concerming my client which she and 1 might deem
defumatory, libelous or otherwise harmful.”

Although he has not been published to date, Battan is adding two
chapters t0 expand fhis original manuscript of “‘Handwriting
Analysis: A Guide to Personality,” which has been accepted for

softcover release this spring by P.
Obispo.

Battan has been a student of graphoanalysis  (handwriting
analysis) since his undergraduate days at Fresno State University,
and has been a manuscript collector since he was 13. He has
acquired a vanety of manuscripts, some of which are for sale at
Fuiton’s Folley Antique Mall. His sampling of items for sale
includes signatures of presidents, autographs of movie stars,
documents signed by heads of state and royalty, even signed prints
by Picasso und Dali. The prices for the coliector's items range from
$25 to $500.

As for his collection of items not for sale, Battan treasures
documents signed by Queen Isabella, King Henry VII and Queen
Victoria; a small volume that the Duke of Windsor inscribed to
Wallis, his wife; an autographed photo of ltalian dictator Mussolini,
and letters that bear such infamous signatures as Charles Manson,
James Ear] Ray and Al De Salvo (the Boston Strangler).

The value of some of the items, he said, has increased as much as
2,000 percent above the purchase price. To illustrate, he paid $125
for his c.1503dated Queen Isabella manuscript 15 years ago; today
Battan figures it’s worth $1,500-2,000. He also bought a framed
document signed by James Madison and Thomas Jefferson for $45 in
1962. Although he no longer owns the Madison-Jefferson document —
actually ship’s papers — be said it's current worth is $4,000.

adre Publishing of San Luws

Most documents, he explained, appreciate 10 to 15 per cent
annually and Battan therefore recommends manuscript collecting
as a hedge against inflation. He compared art collecting and rare
book and manuscript collecting.

“The value of some pieces of art are probably overinflated,” he
theorized, “‘when you consider the intrinsic value of, say, a
handwritten letter of great importance by President Lincoln
compared to a piece of modern art. The art may sell for hundreds of
thousands of dollars, whereas a Lincoln letter may only go for a few
thousand dollars.”

Battan's expertise bas earned him mentions in Hamilton's various
books on graphonanalysis. It was Hamilton who caused & stir
recently by offering $1 million for what is possibly the rarest
autograph in the world — that of William Shakespeare.

“‘That's a pretty safe offer,” Battan grinned, ‘‘because none is
going to tum up. There are only about six that are known to exist in
the world and they are all in the British Museum.”
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A proper interpretation of Ar-
menian, black and Native American
images has been 'missing  from
society, said Dr. Robert Mikell, di-
rector of the CSUF Ethnic Studies
Program. The goal of the program is
to correct these misinterpretations;
he said. T

Beginning in 1969 with 17 inter-
ested black students, ethnic'studies
has expanded to offer 23 classes and
a mijnor degree in ethnic studies.

Class offerings appeal to a wide
variety of majors including social wel-
fare, special education, psychology,
nursing, criminology, math and busi-

ness. Some classes are "sometimes .

50 percent white students,” said Mi-
kell. In his classes, students tend not
to segregate, but make a conscious
effort to work together on projects,
he said.

With “California rapidly becoming
a minority state,” Mikell said that
many students go through school

unexposed to ethnic cultures. Conse-

quently, these students don’t know
how to relate to ethnic groups in work-
ing situations after . gradyation, he
said. RO
In a current revision of general edu-
cation courses, the California State
University College president said it's
healthy for students to become
familiar with the contributions made
by minorities and women. Several
«gthnic and women studies courses

Ju e Y'DqQ VN

are being recommended as choices

in %eneral education requirements, he
said. n o
Most students enrolled in ethnic

studies are minorities, Therefore, a -

primary function of the program, said
Mikell, is to serve as an informal com-
munications network for these ethnic
groups, '

As a supplement to the regular

campus counseling - services, the

ethnic studies office helps in "break-

ing the ice and checking back with

. students. We try to get to know them -
and our good rapport keeps them” at -

CSUF, he said. .
“Many of our students are first-
generation college students, They
may not go to regular counselors, but
they can identify here. We serve as

Being located on the "back side of
the back street” is a problem for com-

PAGE

role models for them,” said Mikell, |

munication, he said, In a recent pro-

posal, he has requested that the office
be moved from San Ramon Five to
the Keats Building. A more central
location would increase the awareness
of the office and the services it offers,
he said. ‘ v

Meanwhile, the office advises stu-

dents of classes and job opportunities -

during career orientations, registra-

tion, in class and the free speech area, -

Several of the ethnic studies 'profes-
sors require their students to make

appointments with them in the office -

See Ethnic back page

_ ates,” said Mikell. 5
These ethnic groups have tradi-
-~ tionally been unable to assimilate into

Continued from page 7.

to hecome awareof services.
Though the program ”seems to bhe
recryiting  students fairly. well, we

don ‘t seem to be able to retain gradu-

the mainstream of society and feel

“alienated at having only.a hapdful of
“ethnic  students

in their ' classes.
Poor high school counseling can be *

another factor in causing students to

have wrong expectations of college.

. Consequently, many ethnic students

don’t finish college, said Mikell.

“We’re all humans. We all have -
needs. When people s needs are met,
they‘re motivated,” he said.

The number of students enrolled in
ethnic studies continues to increase,
but ethnic graduates have remained
at a constant level for five years, he
said. : .

Mikell believes efforts to sensitize
faculty to the needs of ethnic stu-.

nts, approval of a central location
far the ethnic studies office and three
new grants will aid in closing the gap
between increasing enroliments and
lagging graduates. ¢
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Slaying Deplored
Armenians See
No Quick End
to Bloodshed

Ry RONALD L BODLE
and LEONARD QREENWOOD,
Times Staff Writere

Armeniant deplored Lhe aasapstn.
aton in Laa Apgelea Thurmiay of
Turkieh Caunsul Oeneral Koemal
Artkan, but declared unsquivocally
that the bloodahed would continue
until Turkey admita that L alaughs
tered more than a milllan Armenis
ana(n 1915

AtLhe same time, Armen|an jeads
ora #aid they feared a public backs
lazh againal \he Armepian commus-
nity in Loa Angelea, the nation's
!nrrm with a population of about

"It untartunate that another of«
fielnl of the Turkieh government
had to loae hin life," sald Barkir
Ohaszzrian, editor of Adbaren, a Loa
Angelne-bascd Armenian dally
nowapapor, “But (1 zeomna this kind
of activily wiil go on az long as the
Turkish government faila to pe-
knowledge the genocide and con-
tnues to oceupy the Armenian
homeland.”

‘Pattera Is There
Ghazarian‘s \atter reference waa

to the contention of Armeniana that,

about @ third of eastern Turkey {8
the Armenian homeland and should
be returned to their countrymen,

“It seems Iinevitable (the vi-
olence) will continue,” agreed a
leading Armenian {n the Los An-
geles community who declined to be
quoted by name. "The pattern ia
there. There is no reason it will
until Turkey comes to terms wi
the issuen.”

Dickran Koymjian, professor of
Armenian stucies at California
State Untversity, Fresno, said he
Ras “no problem™ understanding
the peyche of groups like the Bel-
rut-based Justice Commandos of

Pleace see ARMENIANS, Page 21
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ARMENIANS: Predictions That Bloodshed Will Continue

Continued from Third Page

an cause. It was this group that
claimed responsibility for the killing
of the Turkish consul general.

Koymjan, in a telephone inter-
view, said the genocide issue has
been festering 1n third and fourth-
generation Armenians for years. He
said these largely young people
“can’t abide by the non-action they
see in their fathers and mothers.
They don't see why they should be
the nice citizens” when they see
other governments commiting acts
of terrorism on behalf of political
causes.

Armenian terrorist groups like
the Justice Commandos are not en-
tirely made up of Armenians from
the “Beirut ghetto,” he said, but
come from many different countries
and are generally well-educated.
Their «¢ denc he

ment tells me to do,” Keshishian re-

membered Arikan saying.

Glllmrnu Atty. Gen. George
Armemuxnidtnn

un 't be tolerated.”

At the same time, a Deukmejian
spokesman . the attorney
general feels that Armenians

Contributing to this article was
Times Btaff Writer Dorothy
Townsend.

“‘ghould have their own hameland”
and that “the genocide is a fact and
be feels deeply about that "
A spokesman for Yeprem Tabaki-
-an, prelate of the Weﬂa—n Diocese
Armenian

#h 1g. “We don't try to Interfere

said, is “national rights” (crArme
nians.

Osheen Keshishian, publuher of
the Los Angeles Ar

mpouuu. he said.
Members of the consular corps in
Los Angeles expressed shock and

newspaper, the Armenian Ob.er
ver, said he is concerned that the
Armenian name “will be tarnished”
and that any public sympathy for
the Armenian position against
Turkey would be diminished.
Keshishian recalied on
the telephane last year with Arikan,
who taliked of assasmmation threats
against him. “T do what the govern-

d at the ion. Some
said Arikan had made it cleer that
he was aware of the danger he lived
with,

“He was very much aware of the
danger,” said Hanna Palti, deputy
consul general of israel. “His wife
talked about it. She said they were
aware they were targets and that
‘was one reason they preferred that
their children be away from here

(Los Angeles).”
“nmiermlmmdogmx
xtnccrexy regret it,” Colombian
Consul General Clara de Yust said
“He was a delightful, intelligent
man.”

‘A Seuseless Ae?

Armando C. Fernandez, Philip-
pine consul general and outgoing
dean of the consular corps in Los
Angeles, calied the killing of Arikan
a“mmele-:clwh.\d:nondl-m_
ing rhetoric can j

lnlmtzmemmdovzr!.hetde
phone by an aide ltukthppmes
consulate, Fernandez
latest incid :‘

Fernandez said the attack on Ari-
kan also illustrates increased risks
faced by diplomats in an age of es-

Mr. Arikan and he had plans to pro-
pose the establishment of some kind

of international organization of dip-
lomats and consuls in order just to

killing)? This (assassination) is not
going to change any situation.”
Many of the foreign representa-
tives here heard of the assassination
of lhen' colleague at the consular

“Everybody is speechless in the
face of such events,” Netherlands
Consul General Jan Fietelaars said
at the luncheon. “We heid a minute

of problem between the commun:
ties within a nation.”

foreign

dicauon of a specific threat to therm
said Los Angeles Police Cmadr
Gearge Morrson.

In cases of threats, consular of
fices request protection from the lo
cal law enforcement agency in their
area

Mayor Tomm Bradley arnved ir

shocked and saddened by the assas
sination.

“This is a grnim day, not oniy for
Los Angeles but for the worid’
Bradley said “Diplomats, sucr as
Consul Aritan, serve w
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nbi fwupubuyimpyubp Swhnpuglhy wit
dhphuph  dwnwlompysGp, np penly
wphuupfuifinguily qponp:  «bhph  buwbihy
wuwnhbpuwupufind wnuehG whguid  Ghp-
Yuwypugigty &G YwpmwGh bphumbnie spu-
Ghpy gnpdtipp: Tunnybpwupwlh wiophs,
wptinwpw Ahppud Uhbymb gpaut L,
np DwpnpuGh wipfupyymad fuginGupbpby b6
puiqiwphy qdwlipupGlip L epwbipupGhp’
wpywd nwppbp whuwlh paplph  gpuw:
UyGwbin, mp wGqnp k nby qpanh qpuitk-
phfiwG  plingphlym  VwpnywGh  bplouijm-
eyt pushp, wpkp b ypdhGp:

«bfid qupdugphf,— qpnuf k wpndliunp
UhGymG,— GlupGliph uhd php, hGywbu
Gule pupwpwlyymp ghwbilpuph b bpthGu-
aph raviafigpnu  qpwdy  puguinpmipymibe
Ghpp wdyy Gluph Yhpupbpug: By wh,
uju gmgwhiubnbiup dkq upuylipugnad
e wipnyinG Glupyh duiuhts:

QwnunanGh  opbpht gmgunpyly LG
«Puprjuhg Junnuwllipgmpimbpr,  «luip-
phYy, nm julkfip buw, «Pn GuGph dwdwtw-
Yyp», «PY uhpup EnGlipnd by YhGnGp-
lpupGlipp, hGywbiu Gl upnputh www-
Upudplliph fpvwt Ypw  wnbndqud b

whumltinhg:  Fhwwdinmimy  fupgug-
Yuad snpu ghYymgnuiGliphg dhlyp’ yYhptw-
gpiwd L «lppunt Ywpnyuib Rwg qpogps:
Skymgtwt flinhGuyp' Dekqbngp whai-
Lutfi fuihapuiepwlh  Augmghnngeypnt  wd-
phaGh uphy, wpndliuep Shapwl Gomyeni-
fywlip, np bpyuwp wwphblip Swhpdopyms |
mbikgly Dwpnputh e Gwphgmsd @ Bpbeg-
Gyt b pajunntinnuely £ Gpur  dpnny
umbinduignpdnippnbp, puy wn puy gmgy
b ownghu, pl plogtie Dpbogbnmid, pheihu-
gh plwwthpmyd $idwd qpanp Fuy bp bp
mnl m dmdnm): vpw «bd whimbp Vpwd b
uunifudpGliph dngndusdmb,  «dunn
Quwfipundy  Yliyp, Pl pGugbGunagpia it
plnigeh wyp gupdlip huwpmivwe GG Buidoo-
Y Yhpwupliipny, npnlp  gnpdmd &6
il dhyuwmypouad: )

«Swphitinh plpuigpms VwupmuGe wdbyh
e wdligh dnwbguy by funjulped wpden-
Gbphti,— gqpuid & wpoadtunp ngmdbye-
Gp:s— ay gupdmad phy whip  ylewinpught
T2 putpuih widnubp Gpw unglygmpys-
Gp Ulpludnp Upllaph Sugmsue ube-
pollhpp b wylimBLob Gpin Undbomuwijed
LQuptpunwlind  Yunowpwd  sipliypmpymeb-
Ghpp, npwbn GpuG pGamfined thG  J&3
hiutbgunfunmprodp: Doy spowbnnd  Gpws
umbinduignpdurljuué mdbpp  tinp Ylipbyp
wyplighfi, U G duinhyhy fanpuadiifu baqun]
funrljuelpa G yuGph dhpn:

{(Cupmbudpnigmnitip’ 6-pny Lomu)
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(ipqpp’
dhppud Bwpnpwb6 hp GYywpblipp, gqpp-
phpp,  gqpwhw6  wpe  dwnwligmpymbp, |
bplqlinth W Duphgh witpnud qubynn h-
ptinp, wpluhydp, app Gwpnien b Guofwily-
Gapmy, nply b bphglngh whwnwluwt Au-
dutjutnpulih  wpwbhwgpngppul wwll Gpual
Yhg uwwbinddbijthp Vwpnpu€  fwwwwnn-
pindinul YbGwpnGygylm Aunium: Mpndk-
unp GopnuiGyulip Gomud &, np Gpu dkdwe-
sunjuy opwgpmpluG b GuniwhuwgpmpiuG
nuntdGuwuhpmpeymbip Gnp poyu whwnh upth-
rh ¥kd qpnnp  Auglulwlnppui  Ypu:
Cuttn Atnwppppumljub GG Gul Gmu qpud
wnuwpwpwlithpp  Awy dh wpp  wuwnmfw-
rwGGlph, gqpuaph gppbph funfup, n-
pnghg b6 LunG-2uki  Uyapdkpudh
«2hq bl phdmd, whyGugp L wpupnGuypy
gpph Ghpuidwlywbp, ¢ Sunpquubh ph-
ppph  wunndwgpph plnuwpdwly  wnwpw-
rwlip b 1080 puwipuhi wlobpkl puipg-
dutlingepuip pnyu whuwd  dwb-duugm-
pwluGh Apnuudwpuwh wuondmpyul fu-
Gwp gpwd Ghwlugh wnugwpubp:

Gpnnp whinhuy gnpdkph ke LG qufp-
ymu  bpkp  pwwbpwhugkp’  «lugbipp,
«ZupuwGhp (hln"t by U «lwnwgy, pn-
1nph B gpqwd  dpeh6  wwubwdpalpud:
Ugu pumnbpupougbpnyg YwpnpuGp dgunmd
b gmig wwg fugmpiuG hGpGmpyet npny-
dp dwppymptwd Ypubpnd:

Qunwunnip wnphy wyugpyud  Spw-
qhp-qppruyntd Yuw dp  plnwpdwy  Euuk
«Wwpnnubp Augnipyul dwuhl»: buukp Ak-
nhGuyp' wpndliunp Shopulb  Fnymudbyu-
Gp, whmy £ npng ApwyupuymdGip Ywpn-
pulih wlwhwy «Phpithuy  puntipwjiunhg,
np gpdly £ 1975 pywlpubh qupluwlp, L
sapu wwph wmug gpud «dwnuipy puinti-
nuwununhg:

«1980 pywluGh wyGubp VwpnypuGl hGa
wijlig «dwnugy punbpwpuunh  dliphGu-
qpywd dhy ophGwhp L wpwnikg, np Gu
wili pwquiwglbiv qpululmppul pd qw-’

Sepy bgmud |

‘th L, pwwnbpujuunh  qhuiep

uwpulih Aundwp, wdbpuglbng, ph wnw-
2ht wlquiG &, pp hpp spunmupulpdws
dh gnpd  pmy L wughu  plpkpgby,—
vpuwdmyd b owpndtunp  SngnuiGpubp:—
UupnyuG pp pupdp b wqnm  dunGng | &
wupdhiguy. «luwnuwgp» fugliph  dwuht
qpywd punjuwgmyb qnpdG b»: Qwenpn o-
pey— wpmbwymd & wpndhunpp,— Gue
quiiqufwpkg W GhpnympymG julinpkg hp
wupskGnwmpiut fundwp, puyg b wyb-
pugplig. «ByGnoudkbunGhy, nu juy punnk-
pwluun k, gmgk GnyGhul swwn puyn:

«lupuuibhp (hEEn"L b» pwnbpwhiunp
UhYy gnpdngmpimb L 48 wbkewpwi mih.
apily k 1970—1971 pupuGliphG:  Sw
foyliybu UwpnymGp funfwply & pp Aug-
Ywlhwlmpput dlpugughpp: Snpdnypnmpym-
ip wmlinh k mGhGmd Dpliqhngy, 1919 b
1928 pywljmGGhphG, tpp UwpnpuGp bph-
wuwuwpnmpyul otdhG kp: Suuggnp fk-
poufitipG GG hGpp Uwpopubp, $6§ bnpwg-
pp’ &kGphG, wunypp L AnplinpugpGlpp, bp-
Ym  fulmnGputhp’ pnhwhun b dwunn-
nwlwG phpdwl Thipwip b Gmpwuywin
m dtinGbpkg ppuduipwl Gpunip: Pwwnb-
pufuwnnud wnlw k ufi Al how-
Juypp, npubn dhdwgly t ogpnnp, b dhl-
GG duwdwGuy GEnhfwyp gnug bt wuyhu
uyi Awlunhp mdlpp, np dqwnud thG Gp-
Jwmbly Gpw finghG:

«wnugpy vhY gqnpdnnmpyudp W Jdky
whuwpwlm] tplwp h puwwhpwhoun b
Dyuntin whuwpwGGlipp pE6 thnfudnd: Sw-
up fiugkip h dh BYywd gpmgmd GhG, GpphdG-
ippkd hpkg pwdudyGlipp dte yhulih jpg-
Ghpny: Uwpnpulp 9Gely L phdwljwb pninp
wpwwphG wuwyphwGuwlwbnipymGikpp, ww-
prwmfulpul  Jupwlivm  GpllunumpmGGiph
wyuinkiy fuwby GG pphfig pwpdpullnhG:
Ulipphfi, wGyuulgh Yonmypny' punbpu-
juwnh Apnufiipp, npnfighg YEYE & hGpp
Uuwipnqwb6 &, jununnf &G, junphpnuidmd, ph
n"4 b Rugp, p°Gy &, npwky t G b hGyn"
whwnp t Ywmyh hp hGpGnyeywip:

TMpodbunp  Fmynudtpubh «lwmushgy
phpwd dheptipnuiGlphg, npnip, Awuijpuiu-
dhjulipG
ki, bplmad t, pb Uwpeuubp nppwb thhih-
unthugnpbkG kp dnwnbGnud hGpGnyepul fwp-

RN

Ypwl gmp &G quyphu ' puulbpp, b
hojwlnughGlpp, W wy dngnymipyGhp:

— Puyg,— wunaf & Gur,— bu huljunghu
zt:h bl [hmq wyp np, pwil wyl, pGy np

Quyummﬁn duipnluigh pGwwGhpp kY
wilinuiG b, AuwqupudpulGhiph pGpugpnut
untindly £ ympuwfunnmy dpwlmype neowe-
julinnypllip, YhGuunhnpd: Bty bpk  w6-
fpwdbpmupwp swpmGuiydym b tupy- |
YmpywuG Eppp, GoyGpwt whfipwdbym b, np :
Gpw ympupwilyymp whnud wpmGuiyh }\p
pGpGrpnyl Swhwupupfip® AwpunwgGlym|
dupnympyut YeGuwthnpdp:

— bu fwy Wi,— wunwf & Uwpnpubp, —
b bu hGd yuy B qgnuf:

Puyg funp dhpugulul fuuljugnipymé
ok, W Uwpnpube wGdhswyku wyf waph- |
smid b ougf wwwndwluwG dhpucjuyph Klon,
npubin  Gugqdunepdly b fuwgmpynbp b
thhthumthungnpbG Jbppidmd & GugpbGhp —
fiuy, AugpliGh pwnuip—fuy hpufhGuyp:

bphqlnmd b 3Gk VwpmuwGp, pwig b-
pk Auwdwply L pheihugh U wdpnge Gt
poud dquiby kb qling whully hpihup: «lw-
nuwg» pumbpwiiwmnd Guw owweined E
fhpihu yuwuwpwd hp  wyghmpuG dw-
uhli: Bpp pwwhpwluunh Ripnubliphg dh-
Yp, yuwpunilifhGq wwph wnwy, inkinGh o-
plinhG Fhpihubg Ainugud dh ShpmiGh,
apenhG fwpg L wwibu, ph hGyn"t sh qp-
ply pp wm wighpmpyui vwuhG, Uwpnputp
vypuwwnwujuwlimy .

— Gphgh dh pwGuunbndmpimG, pugg
nw okp wpwwfwpnmy wifi pupn fnghygh-
Swiljp, np Awdwlyky kp hGa: Phpihunad ﬁb—i
ugli Y Auwy bp dGughy’ 80 wwpbljua ﬁh’
StipmGh, nphG papapp Swnpeud kG by |
Gw JuGnpnud tp hGa hphh wwbh Rlypmgp, |
npyhugh Augkph dmn ginGh: wgud Lh |
djnu phwhhyGphG, & hG3 pynuws kp, np
GpwGp funbp EhG L GnyGhuly VwpnpubGhp
U QuipuwonubuGGhp: Shwnkp, ndjwp pwé
t ghwulgly Ynpomuunp,  wbnuifiwGnyein- |
Gp, Ynpdwlnulp: 2wGdhG phpethugh wyy
Stpniling np mqmd kp Rhjpmpnud dinGly
fimgiph dheunjuypnud, hu whufinud th dhg
prinphu, wluupfing d&Y gplwd Rugtppu...

Tyu b mphy Gdw6 dhepbpmdGlp gnyg

|

! BG wunhe, ph wplaupfuwbnywl qponp ap-
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pwl junpG tp Jupnnmd pp GugphGh pu-
nwpp b hGywhul dwbp dnpdnp b wgply
ghwwlighiiny, np uyl Ynpwd b hp Gundwp:

Prunnbipuwumnmd, npyhbu Guy, wdbb-
phGuwlpul afhGwlymd 6 Ghplpupugywd Un-
| dlmulpet dwpwunwbhg Guphg  upghbyus
dh pufuuwbind b pppthugh dbpmGhG, nn
finpp bt qpmd hp BugphGh prunuph du

| ubG: upwlg Audwp  Auy  SGwpp,  Awy

yihGlp  fupg b pluwy,  GpuGp  b-
’ pliGg wywfing m puy &G qonul: buly dynes-
i Gpp’ fugpliGh finnhg Alinm, ppumd dGjws-
Gipp, wpdunwfwG wpdwd bulbhp GG, o-
‘ pnlig gpjuhG hwdnlpuwb uph whu Yuhojwd
Lk Awgnplfi wypkpm Quwd swuwgplypm walk-
- Gopyw dindunwliop:

Uwpnyuip «lwnuwp»  pumbpuhiungmd
wiiptnfiww \upbwpbhlm{ Aumypyub, fuy-
nkbGhph, wqquithf qnuuunbdwq, wpiuin-
GhphG m plpGnygepulp Yunywd dGugm ph-
dwl, Awlumpdnul b ouphoupfwpunupu-
ghmpmuG ubwll whumpiubp, wungu-
dnut woluwupfimy okl gpdwd  Gwympuuip
wwifilij-upwmfvwGly hphtg hGpGnipimifp,
CYwupdl RugpbGhph€. «N° whwh Ghoh
| ¥hq, tpb dkGp yRhokGp: A"y whwh Ahob
| RuntiphG, teh Gpwbp bphGp ppkGg fh-
otiin,— hgqpulmglnud ¥ dké qpnnp:

Uhtiyh dwhp Gw kd Enwlnny wohiu-
{ whhu t Gnby dh grpdh dpw, aph plidwd
fnyGwbiu fungjulub k:

Ugu wikbp goug b6 wwghu, pk Ywpn-
jwilp nppwG b dwwfingyly whymnph purju-
wnnyg m Gwlunnwgpny, Gpu Ruguoggu:Rupu-
Gypyudp: BAw ph hGym kp Gu uglpwi
Uty Apadwlp wypnd wlkf wlqud Lui-
pwuwnw G unghytjhu: Uhpnud bp Qwpuuinw-
Gh pwpp, dwnp, pmpp, wplp, punup-
Guph w1 gqymnbpp, widtG, wikl phy, uhpnud
tp Gpw dk&hG m hopphG, Lpkjuwbbph,
fwy BphjuowtikphG, npelp bphGg Juyp fin-
nh pw, YpuGph plulpub m undnpulud
phpwgpny suipmbwybym EhG ug6, by thn-
pwGgdly kp hphlg ubipmilinibphg...

L qUwpnuuGy fuumwnnpiub unkndmdp,
.Ulupnp.uﬁ}y wplupygh dwlpwyplhn mund:
‘Guwuppmpymbp b Gpu whwhy bpikph fpw-
;mmpwl‘mmmﬁn nhinku puigdwehd Gnp
‘lmmihqu yhwGnpwglihG dhq wyu U8 qp-
ponh6 m Anotwbhuwh6, sp  wluwfidud
ubpny uhpmd bp YowGpp, dwpnyneintp

W Gpu $hd pGwwGhph whnuuip fwlinpuw-

nn hp dnnmd s '

B R st~ LULL QUrU3LY,

U
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Saroyan Archival Project Supported By
Humanities Endowment

.

With support from the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, valuable
Saroyan archival materials and memora-
bilia have been tranferred from Paris
to the United States. Acting on behalf of
the William Saroyan Foundation, the
Armenian Assembly received a $10,288
grant from NEH, enabling Dickran
Kouymjian, Director of the Armenian
Studies Program at California State Uni-
versity in Fresno, to inventory the contents
of Mr. Saroyan’s Paris apartment and
arrange for shipment of the most important
literary and personal items.

From 1960 until his death in May,
1981, Saroyan divided his time between
Paris and Fresno. His Paris apartment, the
famous 74 rue Taitbout, where he read,
wrote, painted, and received friends, con-
tained twenty years’ accumulation of
papers, books, and personal effects. In-
teresting stones, bags of rose petals,
momentos of his travels, stacks of news-
papers and magazines, thousands of books,
and envelopes with assorted receipts, lists,

Saroyan’s accumulated ''trash’’ on mantle in Paris apartment (photo by D.

ks,
%

Bl
Kouymgian)

and other “‘trash’’ (as he termed it) reveal
Saroyan’s penchant for collecting. Saroyan’s
library in Paris contained copies of virtually
all his published works in numerous
languages. Newspapers, magazines, and
books frequently contained marginal
notations or drawings. Correspondence
written from Paris during the past two
decades also remained in his apartment,
as did a large number of his drawings
and paintings, each carefully signed and
dated with the exact time of day noted
for each one.

Because Saroyan and Kouymijian shared
the experience of commuting between
homes in Paris and Fresno, and because
Kouymjian was teaching courses on
Saroyan’s writing at Fresno State, the two
became friends. In the fall of 1980
Saroyan entrusted Kouymjian, who was
about to take a leave of absence, with
keys to his Paris flat asking him to
assemble and ship certain items back to
him in Fresno. Saroyan’s untimely death

(Continued on page 6)
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Saroyan
(Continued from page 1)

intervened before the work could be
completed.

With support from NEH, Kouymjian
was finally able to go to Paris last Decem-
ber to complete an inventory of the con-
tents of the apartment and prepare for
shipping the most important literary and
personal items. Prior to leaving for Paris,
he met with Robert Setrakian. executor
for the Saroyan estate, and with James
Hart, Director of the Bancroft Library at
the University of California at Berkeley
Since the Bancroft Library already retains
important holdings on behalf of the Saroyan
Foundation, it was agreed that for a
given period of time manuscripts. books
authored by Saroyan, letters, and certain
other literary documents should be gathered
together there for a complete inventory.
Personal effects, memorabilia. most of the
books, and special items, like his pianola.
were to be sent to Saroyan’s houses
in Fresno.

Once in Paris, Kouymjian took photo
graphs and also shot some film footage
prior to dismantling the historic apart-
ment. Then with the aid of two assistants
he began the laborious task of deciding
what was important to ship and what
could be left behind. Ultimately, nearly
everything was saved. In many instances,
it was necessary to leaf through books—nearly
3,000 in all—and magazines to check for
inscriptions and other notes in Saroyan’s
hand which might be important for future
literary and biographical studies. Finallv.
in late January, the two large shipments
were prepared, one for Berkeley and one for
Fresno.

Robert Setrakian expressed great pleasure
that NEH granted funds for the Sarovan
Archival Project and that Professor
Kouymjian was able to carry out the
work. Commenting further, Mr. Setrakian
said: ‘“The consolidation of the Saroyan
Collection, through the efforts of the
Armenian Assembly of America and
grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities is indicative of the
importance of this great American writer
of Armenian heritage. The Trustees of
the William Saroyan Foundation join
me in extending sincere thanks and
gratitude to all of those who are assisting
in the preservation of this important
literary work and memorabilia for future
generations.”’
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CALIFORNIA CENTENNIAL EXHIBITS SCHEDULED FOR MAJOR CITIES’

The California Armenian Centennial
exhibit, coordinated by the Armenian
Assembly’s regional office in Los Angeles,
has now been scheduled for four major
presentations beginning in April at public
institutions throughout California, with a
total audience estimated at over 100,000.

‘‘“The Armenian Community of
California: The First One Hundred
Years’’ is co-sponsored by the Armenian
Film Foundation and the Armenian
Studies Program at California State
University in Fresno. It includes an
extensive exhibit of historic photographs,
a slide presentation, an illustrated booklet,
and a series of .panel discussions, all
focusing on the contributions and ex-
periences of Armenians over the past
century in California.

Lawrence Cretan, director of the
Assembly’s regional office and coordinator
for the project, opened the exhibit on
April 17 at the San Francisco Public
Library in conjunction with an exhibit
sponsored by the Bay Area Armenian
Comimemorative Committee, ‘From
Ararat to the Golden State: An Armenian
Odyssey.”” The Commemorative Com-
mittee exhibit presents the history and
culture of Armenians from ancient times
to the settlement in California, according
to Armen Der Kiureghian, ACC exhibit
committee chairman.

From San Francisco the exhibit will
travel to Los Angeles in June, to be
mounted in the main corridor at Los
Angeles City Hall. In August, during the
State Legislature’s summer session, the
exhibit will be displayed in the newly-

renovated State Capitol Building. Arrange-
ments have been made to mount the

exhibit in the reception area of the
Governor’s office. The fourth exhibit is
planned for the Main Library at California
State University in Fresno, in September.

““We are very pleased with our success
so far in placing this exhibit in public
buildings with such significant audiences,”’
explained Mr. Cretan. ‘“The exhibits in
LA City Hall and the State Capitol are
particularly exciting because these locations
will guarantee that thousands of decision-
makers, including elected representatives
and government employees, will be directly
exposed to our story on a daily basis.”’

In addition to the historic photographic
exhibit, the Assembly’s centennial project
includes a narrated slide presentation
developed by J. Michael Hagopian, chair-
man of the Armenian Film Foundation
and oroducer of several documentarv

gt 11/4‘ n\ n
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Armeman ﬂoat as exbzblted in Panama Paczf & Expo sition in San Francisco, 1915

films on Armenians. Ed Minasian, pro-
fessor of History at Laney College in
Oakland and author of many articles on
Armenian immigration to the U.S., pre-
pared the booklet that accompanies the
exhibit. Dickran Kouymjian, director of
the Armenian Studies Program at CSU
Fresno, serves as the primary speaker and
panel discussion leader for the public
discussions which accompany the exhibit.
Arra Avakian, former professor of Armen-
ian Studies at CSU Fresno, prepared the
project’s demographic displays.

The project team is assisted by a com:
mittee of advisors from throughout the
state that includes the following individuals:
Gia Aivazian, Dr. Gene Bluestein, Salpi
Ghazarian, Sylva Manoogian, Levon
Marashlian, Dr. Andrei Simic, Gayle
Surabian, Hagop Terjimanian, and Marilyn
Wyman.

The Armenian Assembly has received
a matching grant from the California
Council for the Humanities to help under-
write the costs of researching, producing,
and mounting the exhibit.
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FSU Ethnic Studies Program

will host open house today

Exhibits, displays, a live radio
program and cultural foods will be
featured today at the annual Ethnic

Studies Program open house at .
. Fresno State University. ~

The activities, aimed at recruiting

students to the program, will be
held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
0ld Qafeterja Building, Room 202.

A live program of campus
interviews, call-in questions and
music by the CSUF Black Gospel
Choir will be broadcast on KLIP
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Campus
representatives, including President
Harold H. Haak, vice presidents,
deans, programs directors, faculty
and students will be speaking and be

available to answer questions from

callers.*People with questions may

call 294-2531.
Slide presentations will be made

- on Allensworth State Historic Park,
black history and Armenian art.

Also, cultural artifacts, books,
magazines and pamphlets on
university programs will be
displayed. e

Cultural foods available will

include African, Armenian,
Jamaican, Indian-American ‘and
soul.

More than 400 -students are
enrolled in Ethnic Studies classes at
FS51. The program includes black,

Armenian and native-American

studies.
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Unofficial = -
Transcript of
Segment on
Armenian =~
Terrorism
Broadcast by National Public Radio
on the ““All Things Considered’” pro-
gram, September 28, 1981.

Professor Dickran Kouymjisa

interviewed by Host Sanford Ungar..

UNGAR: Here’s a story that many of the Ame-

rican media have ignored. Between 1915 and 1923

at least @ million and a half Armenians were killed
by Turkish forces occupying Armenia. The survivors
scattered around the world. Many settled in the Unit-
ed States — a large group of them in California’s San
Joaquin Vailey. Since 1913, various groups hoping
to reclaim the Ar?\enian lands heid by the Turks

Please see page 12

PAGE_ || |2 loé;),

Continued from page 11

Unofficial Transcript of Segment
on Armenian Terrorism

have appeared inen disappeared.

Last week one of the newest of those groups
— The Secret Armenian Afmy L seized twenty-five
hcstage§ in the Turkish Consulate in Paris and held
them fg’f many hours. The Ametican press called the
group ‘shadowy.’ But Dickran Kouymjian, Profes-
sor of Armeniah Studies at California State Uni-
versity in Fresno, says the group is well-known in-
side the Armenian Community.

KOUYMIJIAN: The Secret Army came into
existence in 1975 or 1976 — probably coincidentally
with the fighting in Lebanon — in Lebanon, with an
express purpose on the part of a lot of young Arme-
nians who were willing to be militant, to go out and
do something about the neglected ‘Armenian Ques-
tion,” as it is called; that is, the return of lands that
were occupied after the 1915 massacres and the ad-
mission by the government of Turkey that it com-
mitted genocide on the Armenian people. From
everything we hear in the press accounts in Lebanon,
the Armenian Secret Army now has literally hun-
dreds and hundreds of young people — young Arme-
nians — who are flocking to its ranks. They are tired
of hearing the rhetoric of their parents and grand-
parents and they decided to go forward. They are
preparing, 1 would imagine, to continug more and
more terrorist acts until Turkey begins a dialogue.
Turkey, of course, in its own clever way, has refused
to rebut the statements of the Secret Army and has
tried to dismiss them as a Cypriot-organized group
,or & Greek group or a Palestinign group. In many
Tespects, our own government — the United States
Government — has also, I think, tried to underplay
this element, because Turkey is finally an ally of
the United States, and a vefy important one.

UNGAR: This organization that struck in Paris
last week and has carried out other activities, do they
belicve #hai it ,js. really possible to recreate an Ars-
menian homeland to get this land back from Turkey
and to Uring Armenians from all over the world to
Armeniz, in the way almost that Jews have gone back
to Israel?
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KOUYMIIAN: Yes, they do believe that. Ar-
menia is Armenia. It is a geographical area. It is not
something that existed once and doesn’t exist now.
Armenia took its name three thousand years ago ard
was known in all ‘‘teratures by all peoples as a
geographical land area. So there’s no question about
Armenia ever being reconstituted. It’s there. The
question ts: Will Armenians go to live in that part of
Armenia, that is, the part other than the Soviet Ar-
metian Republic, that Armenians had lived in unul
fifty years ago for three thousand years?

You used the Jewish example. Yes, it is possible,
if we follow a kind of system that the Israeli state or
the Zionists had followed, namely, the kibbuis
system. Now the land is desolate, it is untilled, there’s
nobody living except a few nomadic Turks, and of
course 1o one from a beautifully tiled ranch house in
the Valiey here on an apartment on Park Avenue is
about to run to a desolale area and live, but there are
ways of providing an opportunity for resetilement of
that land, with the proper conditions of resettlement
with Armenian and foreign capital behind such u
reseitlement. Why couldn’t we, for example, go back
to Erzeroum or Van and have the AID program of
the American government give us, I don’t know, fifty
miibion dollars or a hundred million dollars to set up
a pilot agricultural program. There would bé dozens
of people from this Valley going out there as officials
to runit. ‘ '

UNGAR: Dickran “Kouymjian teaches Ar-
menian Studies at California State University at
Fresno.
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CSUFToday

The Associated Student Senate will
grapple with a condominium conversion
resolution, confirm the undeclared sen-
ate position and hear funding requests
from Poland and World Affairs, SED and
the Agronomy at its meeting in CU
312-314 from 3-6:30 p.m.

The Newman Catholic Student Asso-
ciation will meet from ncon-1 p.m.
today inCU311B.

A Spanish Biblef'sfudy discussing the
Book of Colossians will be held in the
Lab School Building, Room 119 at 2 p.m.

The Lutheran Student Movement will

hold a -study/discussion from 7:30-10

~ p.m.inCU 310.

The Faculty Personnel Committee will
meet in the Main Cafeteria, Room 203
at9:10a.m. ¥

The CSUC Dental Program will be
the subject of a question and answer

session in the Main Cafeteria, Room
202at9a.m.

The Navigators will meet in CU 309
from7-9p.m. :

 The Baptist Student Union will hold a
Bible study in CU
1:30 p.m.

A Bible study on the Gospel of Luke

will be held in the Joyal Administra-
tion Building, Room 203 at noon.

A Blood Bank will be held in the Col-
lege Union from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Ney. 10,
1and12. S

.will be hel

311A from noon-

Who Was This Man Saroyan, a pro-
gram of anecdotes and remembrances
as told by hjs friends and associates
in the Main Cafeteria,
Room 200 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.

{
Items for CSUF today may be submit-
ted to the  Daily Collegian, at least
three days in advance of publication.

A
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Kouymjian Interviewed on NPR

Note: The following is an
unofficial transcript of seg-
ment on Armenian terrorism
Broadcast by National Public
Radio on the "All Things Con-
sidered” program, September
28, 1981. Professor Dickran
Kouymjian was interviewed by
Host Sanford Ungar.
Transcribed by the Armenian
Assembly at the studios of Na-
tional Public Radio.

UNGAR: Here’s a story that
many of the American media
have Iignored. Between 1915
and 1923 at least a million and
a half Armenians were killed
by Turkish forces occupying
Armenia. The survivors scat-
tered around the world. Many
settled in the United States—a
targe group of them in
Califonria’s San Joaquin
Valley. Since 1915, various
groups hoping to reclaim the
Armenian lands held by the
Turks have appeared then
disappeared.

Last week one of the newest
of those groups—The Secret
Armenian® Army-sseized
twenty-five hostages in the
Turkish Consulate in Paris and
held them for many hours. The
American press called the
group ‘shadowy.’” But Dickran
Kouymijlan, Professor of Arme-
nian Studies at Califonria
State University in Fresno,
says the group is well-known
inside the Armenian communi-
ty.

KOUYMJIAN: The Secret Ar-
my came into existence in
1975 or 1976—probably coin-
cidentally with the fighting in
Lebancn—with an express
purpose on the part of a lot of
young Armenians who were
willing to be militant, to go out
and do something about the
neglected ‘Armenian Ques-
tion," as it is called; that is, the
return of larids that were oc-
cupied after the 1915
massacres and the admission
by the government of Turkey
that it committed genocide on

the Armenian people. From
everything we hear in the
press accounts in Lebanon,
the Armenian Secret Army
now has literally hundreds and
hundreds of young
people—young Armenians—
who are flocking to its ranks.
They are tired of hearing the
rhetoric of their parents and
grandparents and they decid-
ed to go forward. They are
preparing, | would imagine, to
continue more and more ter-
rorist acts until Turkey begins
a dialogue. Turkey, of course,
in its own clever way, has
refused to rebut the
statements of the Secret Army
and has tried to dismiss them
as a Cypriot-organized group
or a Greek group or a Palesti-
nian group. In many respects,
our own governmenis—the
United States Govern-
ment—has also, | think, tried
to underplay this element,
because Turkey is finally an al-
ly of the United States, and a
very important one.

UNGAR: This organization

 that struck in Paris last week

and has carried out other ac-
tivities, do they believe that it
is really possible to recreate
an Armenian homeland. To get
this land back from Turkey and
to bring Armenians from all
over the world to Armenia, in
the way almost that Jews have
gone back to Israel?

KOUYMJIAN: Yes, they do
believe that. Armenia is
Armenia. it is a geographical
area. It is not something that
existed once and doesn’t exist
now. Armenia took its name
three thousand years ago and
was known in all literatures by
all peoples as a geographical
land area. So there’s no ques-
tion about Armenia ever being
reconslituted. It's there. The
question is: Will Armenians go
to live in that part of Armenia,
that is, the part other than the
Soviet Armenian Republic,
that Armenians had lived in
until fifty years ago for three
thousand years?

You used the Jewish exam-
ple. Yas, it is possible, if we

follow a kind of system that
the Israeli state or the Zionists
had followed, namely, the kib-
butz system. Now the land is
desolate, it is untilled, there’s
nobody living there except a
few nomadic Turks, and of
course no one from a
beautifully tiled ranch house
in the Valley here or an apart-
ment on Park Avenue is about
to run to a desolate area and
live, but there are ways of pro-
viding an opportunity for reset-
tlement of that land, with the
proper conditions of resettle-
ment, with Armenian and
foreign capital behind such a
resettiement. Why couldn't
we, for example, go back to
Erzeroum or Van and have the
AID program of the American
government give us, | don't
know, fifty million dollars or a
hundred million dollars to set
up a pilot agricultural pro-
gram. There would be dozens
of people from this Valley go-
ing out there as officials to run
it.

UNGAR: Dickran Kouymijian
teaches Armenian Studies at
California State University at
Fresno.
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Armenian architecture

CSUF Professor Dickran Kouymjian and his exhibition of Armenian architecture can
be found in the Phebe Conley Art Gallery through Oct. 27. See story on page 2.
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Armenian exhibit brings

culture to campus

By Peter Scott
Staff Writer

" An exhibit of Armenian architecture,
said to be "the most complete of its
kind,” is currently on display in the
CSUF Phebe Conley Art Gallery. The
exhibit features the works of Armenian
architects from the 4th to the 18th cen-
tury.

The Armenian Students Orgamzatlon
is responsible for bringing the display
to CSUF. Funding for the exhibit came
largely from a grant provided by the
Associated Students. Other sponsors
included the Armenian Alumni Associa-
tion of CSUF and the United Armenian
Commemorative Committee.

Large photographs of Armenian
churches placed on huge cubicles have
been arranged throughout the gallery.
Accompanying many of the photographs

B e

‘Many Armenians
who see the exhibit

are more confused. 7

S

are diagrams depicting the dn‘ferent
structures and their varying architec-
tural designs.

CSUF professor Dickran Kouymjian
played a large part in bringing the ex-
hibit to Fresno and, along with a gallery
director Bill Mmschew was responsible

* for its current arrangement. The photo-
graphs are displayed in order of the
structure’s geographical areas.

Accordmg to Kouymjian, one of the
major purposes of, the exhibit and the
way it has been put together is "to pre-
sent the audlence an exhibit that gives
the sense of g with the structures.
This is done by such methods as placing
pictures of ceilings high above the view-
er and using cubicles to give a three-
dimensional image, he said.

Another intention of havmg the ex-
hibit here, Kouymjian said, is to give

Armenians living in the valley an op-

portunity to see t' zir culture.

”There are Armenians . in this \ valley
who have been uprooted from the Ar
menian environment for three or four
generatlons since the Armenian Geno-
cide,” Kouymjian said.

; ”Many Armenians who see the exhibit
are more confused than non-Armenian
viewers because they have preconceived
ideas of what Armeman culture is all
about.”

The exhibit was developed by a team
of Italian and Armenian architectural
historians in Milan, Italy. it has al-
ready been shown in France, Belgium,
Portugal, Austria, Germany, Lebanon,
Iran, Argentina and ltaly.

The exhibit came to the United States
as a result of a joint effort of several

university Armenian programs, includ-
ing the CSUF group.
According to the gallery booklet

written by Kouymijian, the exhibit “has
been acclaimed throughout the world
as a model of its kind, bringing to a
western public a comprehensive view of
the church architecture of an eastern
Christian people, the first to accept
Christianity as a state religion in the
early 4th century.

Perhaps one of the most vital inten-
tions of the exhibit is to bring about
an awareness of the decaying conditions
of the ancient churches in Turkish
Armenia. ,

"The structures in Turkish Armenia
are falling apart,” said Kouymijian. “The
people there are not only not taking care
of the buildings, they are destroying
them,” he said.

While the churches in Soviet Armenia
and those outside the Turkish boun-
daries seem to be somewhat well pre-
served, those in Turkish Armenia are
seen to be crumbling and, in many
cases, near total destruction, he said.

Kouymjian said in many cases' the
Turkish people have attempted to
destroy any signs of Armenian occupa-
tion since their mass executions and
expeiling of the Armenian people.

An international organization,
UNESCO, protects church monuments in
many countries. The organization is un-
able to do this in Turkey, however, due
to the government’s refusal there.
Kouymijian said the hope is that enough
pressure will be put on the govern-

ment to have something done about the
situation.

According to Kouymijian, as well as a
number of additional sources familiar
with Armenian architecture,” Armenian
architecture was the first form of archi-
tecture to acquire a umque natlonal
style. Armenian architecture had al-
ready perfected its various and complex
forms by the 7th century, he said,

The exhibit will be on display until
Oct. 27 at the gallery, which is located
between the Joyal Administration Build-
ing and the New Science Building.
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Workshop at CSUF

Armenian’ Assembly to Sp@nsm*
Oral, Hlstory Workshop ‘

"ne Armenian Assembly, Central Cahforma—
Reglon will sponsor an oral hlstory training work-
shop on Saturday Jan. 26, 1980 at California State
Uniyersity,..in F:Wmogram is being
co-hosted by the Armenian Studies Program and the
Armenian Students Organization of [CSUF/

Participants in the half-day program wﬂl be

instructed in the standard procedures and interview -

techniques that are used in oraly history. The
‘program offers a unique opportunity for individuals
to"help preserve the historical .record pertain'mg to
Armeman history in the twentieth century.- :

" The workshop. .s part of the Armenian’
Assembly’s Oral History Project, whlch is co-funded
by the National Endowment for the Humamtles_'_I;}g&

overall project-goal is to tape authoblographlcal :

testlmomes of Armeénians who survived the 1715

Cover the pregenocide life in ~the Armeman
homeland, the genocide itself, and the immxgrant,
xperience in America. ' ;

massacres and emigrated to Amerlca Theinterviews -«

celebrations in observance of the 25th_anniversaryof
the college. There will be many functions throughout
the U.S. beginning in the East and culmmatmg in
LAM
The Haigazian College Women s Auxiliary of

Los Angeles will hold its special observance of the
25th anniversary on Saturday, the 9th of February

at a gala luncheon to be held at the beautiful Beverly
Yills Hotel on Sunset Blvd. Howard Chitjian,
well-known musical personality, will coordinate and
stage a festive valentine program. A highlight of the
Juncheon will be a drawing for a round trip ticket to
Europe. Donation is $25.00 for this very special
celebration. R

The workshop will Taunch a full-scale inter-
viewing program throughout California. Partici-
pants are invited to attend from all parts of the
state.

Dr. Dennis Papazmn director of the pro_ject
and Laurens Ayvazian, project coordinator, will be
present. Dr. Richard Hovannisian of UCLA and Dr.
Dickran Kouymjian of CSUF will also paﬂiéipéte in
the sessions; Dr. Hovannisian will present a video-
tape sample interview as part of his presentation.’

According to Ayvazian, “The success of an
interview depends in Jarge part on the interviewer’s
ability to be at once a sy mpdthetlc hstener and a

knowledgeable questloner

Participants will receive two interview, a1ds

"‘Conductmg the Interview,” a step-by step descnp-

tion of the appropriafe techniques, use of equip-
ment, and procedural hints, and “Interview Guide-
lines,” a detailed outlme of topics and questxons to
be covered.

Following the workshop, interviewers will be
matched with survivors from their areas. Inlerv1§}y§,_
can be conducted in either English or Armenian.
Interviewers will be paid $10 for each hour of

~completed taped interview.-

- Individuals who would like to attend this
workshop should contact the following people in.
their respective regions. If necessary, car pools may

‘be arranged from Los Angeles and San Francisco:

Lawrence Cretan, Armenian Assembly Resource
Center, Los Angeles, (213) 933 -5238; Cindy Avakian
(209) ;255()517 (Central California); Rev. Hovey
Hovagimian, (415) 836-4443 (Northern California).
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East German professor

- Scholor to discuss European Art

An East German scholar, Dr. Edlth
~ Neubauer, associate professor of art
“history at 'Karl Marx University in Leip-
zig, will lecture at California State Uni-

versity, Fresno Frlday and Saturday‘

(Oct. 12-13).

The author of five books and numer-
“ous articles, Dr. Neubauer will present
an |Ilustrated lecture on ”Caucasian

Art and Its Relationship to the Art of .

Europe,” at 11 a.m. Friday in room 114
of the CSUF Education-Psychology
Building. The program is open to the
public.

A no-host luncheon has been sche-

duled for noon Friday in the Residence
Dining where students, faculty and other
interested community members will

have an opportunity to meet Dr.

Neubauer and discuss university life
in East Germany, partlcularly in Berlin
and Leipzig. A self-service lunch is op-
tional at a cost of $2.20

Saturday, she will present illustrated
lectures on Armenian and Georgian
architecture as part of a special one-unit
7 Armenian Art” course being conduc-
ted in Room 101 of the Phebe Conley
Art Building on Maple Avenue. Inter-
ested community members may attend
by registering through the CSUF Exten-

Armenian Ceneral Benevolen:

sion Division.

Following a tour of nea
parks Sunday morning, Dr
will present a free public. le:
4 p.m. on ”"Armenian Art
Relationship to the Art of Europe

The program, sponsored |
Armenian organizations and
Armenian Studies, will be held

Fresno Center at 1720 Fresno Street. .

Dr. Neubauer was invited to. Frepo
by Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, CSUF
lecturer in Armenian Studies. For fur-
ther information, Contact Dr. Kouymijian
at 487-2157 or 487-2032.
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Kouymuan Lecture
At Fresno Center

FRESNO — Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian,  professor of
Armenian Studies at Cal State

University, Fresno, will be the -

guest lecturer Tuesday, March

13, at the AGBU Center, 1720 .

Fulton Street,a begmmng at 8
PM.

Dr. Kouymjian’s talk,
Armenian.  Community in
America: Problems and Pros-

pects, ” will be the first in a .

series of cultural events plan-
ned by the Fresno chapter of
the National Youth Assocition.
The NYA is an affiliate of the

‘Armenian General Benevolent—

Union.
Professor Kouymjlan is one

of the foremost authorities on
Armenian architecture and art-

in the United States. He is
believed to be the first student
in the US to receive a doc-
torate in. Armeman Studies.

He received his BA degree in
European Cultural Studies from
the University of Wisconsin;
his MA degree in Arablc
Studies from the American
University of Beirut, and his
Ph.D. degree from Columbla
University.

He taught umversnty level
classes in New York, Cairo,
Paris, and Beirut. He has
served as assistant director
" for Arabic Studies at the
American University, Cairo and
was director of Armenian

‘“The

‘Studies at ngazmn College in

Beirut.
Dr. Kouymjian has wntten
-numerous  articles = about

Armenian and Near Eastern
history and art. His current and
most prized project is the
Index of Armenian Art, which
he began in 1972 in Beirut.
“The Index involves - the
systematic indexing of the
illuminations of . Armenian
manuscripts from the 7th to
the 17th century, covering 1,000
years of art,”’ Professor Kouym-
jian said. ‘‘No such file. of
Armenian manuscript .
exist, and when completed it

‘will serve as an lmportant

research resource for scholars
working in early Christian

.art,”’ said Professor Kouymjxan

__The.first fasicule covermg all
illustrated manuscripts to the
year 1, 000 was issued in pre-
hmmary form by Dr. Kouymjlan
at the annual meeting held in

. December of 1977.

A question and answer
period will follow the lecture.

_now.
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Professor Publishes Own Book -

prior to the noted' scholar’s
. death. —

collaborator. “The ~ essays
should be related to those areas i
of research to which Haig
- Berberian devoted most of his
energies and interests: Arme-
nian philosophy and linguistics, - ¢t
Armenian texts of the ancient,

the article.
butions should
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FRESNO — The California
State Umversxty, - Fresno,
Armenian Studies Program will
offer” the following courses in
the 197% spring term. The
courses will be taught by
Professor Dickran Kouymjian.
_Additionally, world renowned
oudist ‘Richard Hagopian will
conduct. three - Armenian re-
lated courses in the English
. Department.

ARMENIAN 1B — Through
tapes and ‘‘A Textbook of
Modern Westen Armenian’’ by
Bardakjian and Thomson of
Harvard University, the student
will be able to read, write and
speak fluent Armenian by the
end of the semester. Either
Armenian 1A or a firm know-
ledge of the alphabet and some
spoken Armeman is . ~a pre-
_requisite. Fris

HISTORY 109T (Survey of
Armenian History II) — The
course will dxscugs the following
toplcs
~ 1. The Bagratld and Artz-
rouni Kingdoms and the Seljuk
Turkic ‘invasions (10th-12th.
century).

2. The Mongol invasions of
Armenia (13th-14th century).

3. The origin, rise, and fall
of the Armenian Kingdom of
Cilicia (1090-1375). :

4. The Ottoman Turks and
the Armenians (1400-1900).

5. The Armenians of Iran in
the Safavid Period (1500-1725).

6. The Armenian communi-
ties of the Diaspora.

7. The Literary Renaissance
and Revolutionary Movement of
the 19th and 20th century.

8. The Massacres and its
consequences.

9. The Armenian Repubhc
(1918-1920).

10. Soviet Armenia.

11. Armenian hfe in the
Diaspora: Can it Remain Arme-
nian?

HISTORY 124T (_Armenian
and the Ottoman Empire) — the
course will trace the position of
the Armenians in the: Turkish
Ottoman Empire. Early lec-
tures will present a
history of the origin o
Turkic peoples in Central Asia
and their arrival in the Near
East in the Middle Ages.
A lecture will also be devoted to
the origin of the Armenians in
Asia Minor. The interaction of
these two peoples will be
studied through six centuries of
co-existence in Anatolia.

ART HISTORY 109T (Arme-
nian Architecture) — After
introducing the student to the
basic methods of  architectural

construction, and the rudiments
of reading _architectural,
especmllyA church plans, the
course will trace the develop-
ment of arch1t,ecture in geo-
graphlcal and historical Arme-
nia from Urartian times to the
17th century.: B

ART HISTORY 109’1‘ (Islamic
Art and Its Relation to East
Christian Art) — This new
course offers an introduction to
the art of the Islamic Near
East from its: Tth century
origins to its 17th century
splendor. There will be special
emphasis on the use of Arabic
scripts as decoration, on the
development of mosque archi-
tecture, on Muslim ceramics
and textiles, on oriental rugs,
and -on Arab and Persian

‘%ﬁndreds of original color
slides of the major monuments
of the Islamic world will be
shown. A trip_ to examine the
rich Islamic art collection in
the Los Angeles County Mu-
seum is planned.’

| enmn Stuiy fourses'

Special coufse.s by Hagopian,
guest artist 1;1 rqmdence will
include Enghsh 169T, The

English 193T, Mmeman Folk
Styles; and English 175T,
The World of Richard Hagop-
ian, a one credit Saturday

class, March 23-24

irther infor-
~ Professor
Arme-
nian Studi Program Califor-
nia State University, Fresno,
Fresno, Ca. 93740.
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he Legend Of David Of Sassoun

Scholars Set Study
Of Armenian Hero

By DAVID HALE
Bee Arts Writer

|]§,, e ST 'PROGRAM

Before many years have passed there will
be few alive who knew an independent Arme-
nia, before the genocide of the early 20th
century. '

That reality gives cultural as well as the-
atrical importance to a celebration of Arme-
nian culture going on this week at Fresno
State University. .

The subject is David of Sassoun, the sim-
ple, peasant warrior who has become the
hero of Armenia’s only national folk epic.

Scholars and writers from around the
world wi]l discuss the history and importance
of epic poems in general and David of Sas-
soun in particular in-a symposium Thursday

- and a seminar Friday in the FSU CoHlege
Union. ’ ~

A new folk opera by a non-Armenian,
American folksinger-composer, Earl Robin-
son, will make its debut, starting Wednesday,
as a production of FSU’s Theater Arts De-
partment. ‘

- To most valley citizens, those who know
downtown Fresno well, “David of Sassoun’
is only as real asa Courthouse Park statue

\ z Sai {an; an o tieally dramat
%’c’%ﬁﬁ%e g? ‘{‘h'g@&’;’;nﬁ.;‘ an rﬁits steed, J. ar?alﬁ,
rearing at Tulare.and M Streets.

- .~ But to many Armenians, from second and
third generation Armenian-Americans who
have never seen ‘Armenia to-illiterate peas-
ants for whem time stands still in the Cauca-

.sian -Mountains in the old country, David of

y ' Sassoun symbolizes the vitality and persever-

e o , . : Bees o0 Phol ,Laa%eéofaRp‘%ople. ' :

i ‘ AL - g o ¥ Earl Robinson was inspired to write his

. Composer.Ashough Hovnani plays the kimanche for Dickran Kouymijiap et £88.  ° = . = " gmm.pm Page B4

¥
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David Of Sassoun: Scholars Study Folk Hero At FSU

Continued from Page B1

epic opera, “David of Sassoon” — a title he
has since changed to conform to the more
universally accepted ‘“‘Sassoun” — by his
first encounter with Samuelian’s statue in
Fresno. :

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, a professor of
Armenian Studies at FSU who organized the
meetings of scholars, explained “David of
Sassoun” is unique as the only Armenian folk

“Scholars don’t really believe that a na-
tional hero, David of Sassoun, lived,”
Kouymjian said. ‘“But the life of the hero
seems to parallel the history of the nation.
“My own belief is that David is modeled af-
ter. a local hero, and over the centuries the
feats of other heroes in battle were integrated
into the story of David.

“Some scholars have tended to identify
David with an historical character who
seems to have lived in mid-ninth century in
the area of ‘Sason’ in what is now eastern

““Sasan was one of two or three kingdoms
which sprang up around Lake Van, not far
from Bitlis which is where so many local
Armenians came from.
 “Anyway, they were independent moun-
tain people who tended to resist all authority,
and they successfully revolted against the
Arab tax-collectors. They drove the Arabs
out. It was the first time in four centuries
that the area had been free of foreign domi-
nation.”

The story of David of Sassoun — er the
epic poem about various “local heroes” —

s been handed down over the centuries by
word-gfsmouth, as part of a much larger epic

dealing with four generations of Armenian
heroes. . , :

“In Armenia,” Kouymjian said, ‘“the story
differs from village to village, according to
the local dialect. Obviously there are a lot of
variants, and more are being discovered all
the time. Peasants in the mountains believe
implicitly that David lived, and consider any
variation from the local version a sin.”

One of the visiting scholars, Dr. Charles
Dowsett, a professor of Armenian studies in
Pembroke College in England’s Oxford Uni-
versity, ranks “David of Sassoun’ with such
great oral traditions as “The Illiad’’-and
“The Odyssey.” 5

Dowsett is expected to introduce a newly
discovered variation on the legend in Thur-
sday’s symposium. , .

Also on the program will be a ballad —

-about 40 verses long — dedicated to David of

Sassoun and Robinson’s folk opera.

The composer and performer is Ashough
Hovani, an Amrenian troubadour in the clas-
sic tradition. A resident of Toronto, Canada,

Hovnani — 83 years old and actually named
Hovsep Q@anian — sings and accompanies

himself on the kimanche, a replica of the

ancient one-string Armenian instrument.
Other scheduled speakers include Dr.

Chake Der Melkonian-Minassian, professor of

literature at University of Quebec; Dr. Fre-

deric Feydit, of the Ecoles des Langues
Orientales and the Sarbonne in Paris; Dr.
Aram Tolegian, professor emeritus of a Los
Angeles college and an author; and Leon
Surmelian, languages professor at California
State University-Los Angeles and author of

“Daredevils of Sassoun,” best-known English

translation of the Sagsoun legend.

Both Thursday’s symposium and Friday’s
seminar, scheduled to begin about 9:30 a.m.
g\ the College Union, will be open to the pub-

c. ,
_ “There was another symposium, or meet-
ing of scholars, 40 years ago in Erevan,

"Armenia,” Kouymjian said. “Then, all the

scholars were from the Soviet Union, and
they issued what became known as the first
official or uniform work on the ‘Armenian
Folk Epic.’ = - ‘

‘“There are several translations of that
‘official’ version in Western and Slavic lan-
guages, but the original is considered syn-
thetic because it omits so many variants.

“We can’t hope to counter the errors of the
original one; that would be a bit ambitious.
But we do hope meetings like this will make
the epic more appreciated. ;

“Thursday’s meeting will give the speak-
ers 20 minutes each to develop the ‘Sassoun’
epic and talk about parallels in literature and
history. Friday’s meeting is intended to be
just a rap session, with the scholars answer-
ing questions from the audience.

“I have no idea how this is going to turn
out, but I'd hope that we’ll be able to show
the community that research into things like
this doesn’t have to be musty and abstract in
its interest, but exciting.” -

 Kouymjian was encouraged by the the
first community response to the announce-

ment of the symposium.

 “We just sent out invitations,” he said. “It
was to be just a small gathering, for about a

~ hundred er so. But so many said they were

interested that we mQ‘y&d the meetings into

. the bigger lounge.” .
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Armenian Leader Defends Nation's Soviet Ties
o ; e ‘Independent, Prosperous’

ﬁ Giragossian speaking 6! _SU

By WALTER L. PORTER
Bee Staff Writer

A Soviet Armenia official,
speaking in Fresno, termed
those advocating an Armenia
separate of the Soviet Union are
“fools and people not familiar
with Armepian history.”

John Giragossian, a foreign
minister of Soviet Armenia and
Soviet ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, said “Armenia is
independent as a part of the
Soviet Union and only as a part
of the Soviet does Armenia have
a peaceful existence.

“The newspapers of the USA,
England and France express
great’ sympathy for the le
of Armenia, but, historically,
when our people were murdered
in pur homeland nobody said
‘What are you deing’ in 1915
during the first World War. For
what was this war? We were
the sacrifice. We were the most
sacrificed nation of that war.
And now we have learned it is

better to become a part of the
Soviet Nations.” -
Giragossian spoke to a pre-
dominately Armenian audience
at the Fresno State University‘s
old cafeteria. He was sponsored
by the university Armenian
Studies Department and the
Armenian Students Association.
His talk was given in both
En%lish and Armenian. In fact,
in his opening remarks, Gira-
gossian said, ‘“My English is
not se good. I could confinue in
Armenian or Russian, but some
of you would miss my speech.’
At several paints in his talk,
for expression and correct
terms he lapsed into Armenian.

He said the Armenian history
dates back before 700 BC.

4Very few people can bpast
such a long history,” he said.

He told the audience Arme-
nia has prospered under Soviet
rule. And the people live under
e See Armenia, Page B4

Armenia: Likes Soviet Rule

Gontinusd Fram Pugt B1 i
conditions which enable the
culture to continue.

“Soviet Armenia is the smal-
lest of the USSR republics with

a population of 3 Million. How-

ever, its contributions to the
nation is an integral part of the'
gverall

Armenia has its own books,

‘schools’ and ‘new towns are be-

ing built in the area “and each
one will bear the name of a city
in Armenian history.”>

He added: “Before and dur-
ing World War II.only 10 per-
cent of the population‘was liter-
ate, but under Soviet rule sifice
then the majority of Armenians
are literate.” :

In the Soviet Unijon, he said,
everything is done through plan-
ning. He gave as an example,
‘“We project the mumbers o
children of school age that will

viet productivity,” he .
explained.. - .. .. - -
Giragossian also said Soviet

mdke up the population over a
five-year period.

.~ Based on that population, the
nation will plan the building of
any needed schools and the
number of teachers and any
suppo’i‘ting services we will

. need.

. Giragossian also took time to
boest what he termed the quali-

-ty brandy and cognac produced

in Soviet Armenia.

“We' produce about 200,000
tons of high quality grapes each
year. The quality is enhanced
because we have sunshine more
than 300 days a year. We have
produced cognac for 60 years

. and its competitive on the world
market,” he said.

.+ Turning to the speaker’s ta-

ble, Giragossian picked up a
-water glass and held it up.

“In Soviet Armenia everyone
drinks, I don’t mean little bits,
but glassfuls such as this.”
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Armenian Cultural Day Observed in Fresno

By ANNE KEVORKIAN

FRESNO -~ Over 400 very
pleased attendants were wel-
comed by Allan Y. Jendian,
general chairman of the United
Armenian Commemorative Com-
mittee, which in association with
the Armenian Cultural Society,
presented an unparalled cultural
program to the Fresno com-
munity on October 22nd at the
Pilgrim  Armenian = Congrega-
tional Church Hall.

The afternoon program fea-
tured an illustrated talk by
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, profes-
sor of Armenian Studies at
California State University Fres-
no, on the “Unknown Treasures
of Armenian Art”. Professor
Kouymjian had selected a group
of slides focusing attention on
some of the beautiful but lesser
known works of Armenian art:
The audience was thrilled to see
art from the fifth century B.C.
to the eighteenth century A.D.
Dr. Kouymjian, who recently
returned from the Second Inter-
national Symposium on Ar-
menian Art in Yerevan, pointed
out the intricate techniques used
by the Armenian sculptors in the
fashioning of relief decoration in
wood and stone as well as free
standing statues and stele. He
emphasized that it was not only
in architecture and miniature
painting that they excelled as
artists, but in nearly every medi-
um including metal, ceramics
and textiles.

Also  appearing on the
program was talented vocalist,
Dorothy Ohannesian Renzi of
California State University Fres-
no, who selected two beautiful
compositions by Gomidas —
Tzeeranee Tzar and Groong.
Mrs. Renzi was accompanied by
accomplished pianist Ben Kri-
korian. Their renditions delight-
ed the audience.

Dr. Kevork A. Temizian, ob-
servance  co-chairman, intro-
duced the artists who were
invited to exhibit their master-
ful works. They were Puzant
Godjamanian, Hovannes Zomian
and Vartan Assadourian all of
Los Angeles; Varaz Samelian and
Zee Baxter of Fresno. Vicki
Badvelian and Ara Dolarian also
had works on display. In ad-
dition, on exhibit were the
portraits of William Saroyan
and Varaz Samuelian by photo-
grapher Paul Kalinian.

Dr. Temizian, assistant chief
of cardiology and associate pro-
fessor at Valley Medical Hospital
and poet, spoke most impres-
sively on the “Renaissance of
Armenian Culture,” concentrat-
ing on the works of Armenian
poets Siamanto, Charentz, Te-
keyan and Varoujan. Through
short excerpts from each of
their works he illustrated two
major points that these man had
in common. First, though they
all had as a central theme in
their poetry the sorrow and
disasters which the Armenian
nation witnessed during the
period of the massacres, they,
nevertheless, saw a revolutionary
future, a rebirth in Armenian
life. And secondly, the esthetic
level of their works was extreme-
ly high and displayed an amagz-
ingly sophisticated grasp of the
important currents in world
literature of their time.

The final portion . of the
excellent afternoon program fea-
tured a compliment to Dr. Te-
mizian’s talk by way of readings
of these four major poets by
Khachig Araratian in Armenian
and Richard Pandukht in English.
The moving recitations were en-
thusiastically received by an ap-
preciative audience.

Among the guests intorduced
to the audience were the distin-
guished writers Antranig An-
treassian, Vahe Haig, Aram Arax
and the son of poet Varoujan,
Haig Varoujan. Also present and
introduced were Dr. Arra §S.
Avakian and Dr. Richard G.
Hovannisian, UCLA; both
recently returned from Erevan,
Armenia where they participated
in the Second International
Symposium on Armenian Art.

The Armenian contributions
in poetry, music and art were
featu,rked;}{l;n» an exceptional dis-
play of ‘books by both Ar-
menian and foreign authors. The
display was made available and
arranged by Dr. Zaven Azarian,
observance co-chairman,

A delightful és,gption held
during intermi ion honored the
participating artists. Kathy Bed-

© rosian was reception chairman

and assisting her were Rosemary
Jendian and Jane Bedrosian.
Armenians throughout the
world celebrate October as Cul-
tural Month because it coincides
with the Feast of the Translators,

(Tarkmanchatz). Chairman Jen-
dian had nothing but praise for
the enthusiastic support in this
first community-wide obser-
vance. He stressed the value of
UACC’s past activities and its
community-wide representation .
Further he acknowledged the
good media coverage given by
the Armenian press and especial-
ly the} interesting and detajled
Ireportage by Channel 30 TV
News., = & :

The Fresno community will
surely remember this superior
program in observance of Ar
menian Cultural Day.
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Top: Dr. Kevork Temizian, left and Dr. Dickran Kuymjian.
Center: Richard Pandukht, left, and Khatchngrardzan recztzng
Bottom: Some of the spectators.
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‘Manusript Course
Offered At CSUF

FRESNO — Armenian
Studies Professor Dickran
Kouymjian will offer a
course in Armenian Manu-
- geript’ Ilumination during
the fall semester at Cal
State University, Fresno.

The - clags, which will
meet from 2 to 3 PM
“Monday, Wednesday and
' Friday, will be one of three
Armenian Studies courses -
in the fall schedule, which
starts Monday.

The other classes are
- Armenian History, 12 noon’
to 1 PM, and Elementary
Armenian; 4 to 5 PM, both
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, Aditional informa-
tion regarding the classes
may be obtained by calling
Dr. Kouymjian at 487-2157,




