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During the discussion, Mr. Stimson was handed a record of a telephone
conversation between General Marshall and General DeWitt, who had
called just as the Secretary of War’s meeting was getting under way. In it,
General DeWitt said:

I had a conference yesterday with the Governor and several representatives from
the Department of Justice and Department of Agriculture, with a view to removal of
the Japanese from where they are now living to other portions of the state. And the
Governor thinks it can be satisfactorily handled without having a resettlement some-
where in the central part of the United States and removing them entirely from the
state of California. As you know the people out here are very much disturbed over
these aliens, the Japanese being among them, and want to get them out of the several
communities. And I've agreed that if they can solve the problem by getting them out
of the areas limited as the combat zone, that it would be satisfactory. That would take
them 100 to 150 miles from the coast, and they're working on it. The Department of
Justice has a representative here and the Department of Agriculture, and they think
the plan is an excellent one. I'm only concerned with getting them away from around
these aircraft factories and other places.?*

In other exchanges on this and succeeding days General DeWitt explained
that what the California authorities proposed to do was to move both
citizen and alien Japanese (voluntarily if possible, and in collaboration with
American-born Japanese leaders) from urban areas and from along the
coast to agricultural areas within the state. They wanted to do this in par-
ticular in order to avoid having to replace the Japanese with Mexican and
Negro laborers who might otherwise have to be brought into California in
considerable numbers. The California officials felt they needed about ten
days to study the problem and come up with a workable plan. By 4 February
it appeared to General DeWiitt that they could produce a plan that would
be satisfactory from a defense standpoint.*®

After the meeting with Secretary Stimson, Mr. McCloy called General
DeWitt to tell him about the licensing plan and to caution him against
taking any position in favor of mass Japanese evacuation.®® The next day
General Gullion told General Clark that Mr. Stimson and Mr. McCloy
were against any mass evacuation of the Japanese. “They are pretty much
against it,” he said, “and they are also pretty much against interfering with
citizens unless it can be done legally.” While agreeing that the Stimson-
McCloy point of view represented the War Department position for the
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