


MEDIEVAL

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-M AD RID

SPANISH  A  RT

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA 19 

M A D R I D

RENAISSANCE

Nov.5th,
1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. 
Los Angeles, Ca l i fo rn ia

Dear Mr.Hearet;

C
0 Miss Morgan 

P 
Y

I enclose herewith a photograph of 
one of the most important Romanesque portals in Spain, 
dating from the 12th century and i l lu s tra ted  in the 
recently published work, "Spanish Romanesque Sculpture", 
by A.Kingsley Porter.

This porta l has been care fu lly  taken 
down and each stone well  boxed. Though i t  was sold 
by the order o f  the Cardinal Archbishop o f  Burgos and 
his receipt fo r  tne sale given, the Spanish State has 
raised a t e r r i f i c  howl over the matter, fo r  which 
reason a certain amount o f  caution must be excercised 
In the sale.

A museum is  the natural rest ing  place 
fo r  a work o f  this importance and i t  was my intention 
to wait a year or so un t i l  the present storm blows over 
and then submit i t  (museums g ive  such public ity  to 
every purchase that they often get themselves into no 
end o f  troub le ) .  I f  you can see your way to use this 
portal, I don 't suggest San Simeon, but any museum 
project you may have, i t  o f fe rs  an opportunity. No 
more l ik e  i t  w i l l  come out of Europe. •

Seeing the photograph alone Brummar o f 
New York offered §25,000, which was Immediately r e ­
fused ( th is  is  confidentia l o f  course;. The price de­
manded at the time was §50,000. I can put the portal 
in New York fo r  §35,000. I know this pr ice  is  higher 
than you are accustomed to pay but we ar9 not treating 
o f  a decorative object now but a h is to r ic  piece.

Cable reference ROMPORT V  A

Thanking you for  your attention and 
with kindest regards, believe me,

Sincerely yours,
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Send the following Cablegram, subject to the terms 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

November 1 2 th , 1930

STAPLE*MADRID

SEND HEIGHT GOTHFACADE IS  COLOR EIGHT FOR H ILL  OR IS

REFACADE BETTER

JULMORGAN

C harge  to  acooun t o f  
J u l i a  M organ ,
1135 M erch an ts Exchange B ld g *



423AM

25MKPA 16 CCC

MADRID 1040AM
r*A -  li SS JULIA MORGAN
b i b  HUV18 olimerch exch. bldg,*LCO JULMORGAN

SANFRANCISCOCAL

C E IL IN G S  URGENT

S TA P LE Y

R E V IS IT IN G  GOTHFACE BUT C ER TA IN  RENFACE B ETTER  COLOR D ECISIO N  ON RECENT

Form16

Tostai Telegraph
( TMt MA« K AY S Y S  I I M )

A l l .  A M  EL R  1C A  
C A B  LIES

C O M M E R C I A L
C A B L E S

RECEIVED AT

0i25
STANDARD

INDICATED OH THIS MESSAGE

Thi* h  a fuTl rat« Telegram or Cablegram unless« otherwise 
indicated l>y signal in the check or in the addreaa.

Blu e Da y  L e t t e r

N L N ig h t  L e t t e r

N ite N ig h t  M e s s a g e '

LC O De fe r r e d  C a b le

N L T N ig h t  C a b l e  Le t t e r

W L T W e e k  En d  C a b l e  l e t t e r



MEDIEVAL R E N A I S S A N C ES P A N I S H  A R T

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-M ADRID

ARTHUR BYNE
.PASEO DELA CASTELLANA. 19 

M A D  R Í D Nov.19th 
1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. 
Los Angeles, Ca li forn ia

Dear Mr.Hearst;

The fo l low ing cable just received:

SEND HEICtHT GOTHFACE IS COLOR RIGHT FOR HILL OR 
IS RENFACE BETTER - JULMORGAN

To which I have just replied:

REVISITING GOTHFACE BUT CERTAIN RENFACE BETTER 
COLOR - DECISION ON RECENT CEILINGS URGENT- STAPLE*

My f i r s t  v i s i t  to "GOTHFACE" was a 
very hurried one and I had no time to measure i t .  
However, as stated in my or ig ina l  l e t t e r  concerning 
i t  , the color of the granite is  dark and rather 
du l l ,  though otherwise i t  is  a piece of work of 
great in terest  and importance. "RENFACE" on the 
other hand is  gay and warm in color, intoning, I 
should say, very well with the sc^heme on the H i l l .

The reason there was urgent need of 
a decision on the two Gothic ce i l ings  was due to 
the fact  that Loewi of Venice has been here^and 
much interested in the two examples. I d idn 't  wish 
to mention this in the cable fo r  fea r  you might 
think I was try ing to "hold you up". Naturally 
I would pre fer  to s e l l  these f in e  examples to you 
d irec t  or to some museum in America but I have a 
great deal of money invested in these things and 
there are times when I am forced to make a turn 
over whether I l ik e  i t  or not.

Thanking you for  your attention, 
and with kindest regards, be lieve  me,

S incere ly ,



MEDIEVAL R E N A I S S A N C E

Cable Address
S T A P L E Y M A D R ID

S P A N I S H  A R T

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DELA CASTELLANA 1Ô 

M A D R I D
Nov.19th
1 9  2 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. 
Los Angeles, Ca li forn ia

Dear ¿r.Hearst;

The fo llow ing cable Just received:

SETiD ’HEIGHT GOTHFACB 13 COLOR RIGHT FOR HILL OR 
IS REMF:\CK BETTER - JUL7.ORGAN

To which I have Just replied:

REVISITING GOTHFACE BUT CERTAIN RENFACE BETTER 
COLOR - DECISION ON RECENT CEILINGS URGENT- STAPLE!

very hurried
Tv

w

n̂é*W  k*.

f i r s t  v i s i t  to M GOTH FACE’ was a 
and I had no t ins to measure i t .

However, as stated in my or ig ina l  l e t t e r  concerning 
i t  , the color o f  the granite is  dark and rather 
du l l ,  though- otherwise i t  is  a piece o f work o f 
great in terest  and importance. REN FACE on the 
other hand is  gay and warm in color, intoning, 1 
should say, very well with the ec^homa on tne H i l l .

The reason there was urgent need of 
a decision on the two Gothic c e i l in gs  was due to 
the fact  that Loewi of Venice has been her© pond 
much interested in the two examples. X d idn 't  wish 
to mention thia in the cable fo r  fa e r  you might 
think I v;as try ing to ’’ hold you up’ . Naturally 
I would pre fer  to s e l l  tnese fin© examples to you 
d irec t  or to some museum in America but I have a 
great deal of money Invested in these things and 
there are times when I am forced to make a turn 
over whether I l ik e  i t  or not.

Thanking you fo r  your attention, 
and with kindest regards, be l ieve  me,

S incere ly ,



MEDIEVAL

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-M ADRID

S P A N I S H  A R T

ARTHUR BYNB
PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA 19 

M A D R I D

r e n a is s a n c e

Nov.20th, 
1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq.
137 Riverside Drive, t 
New York City

i
Dear Mr.Hearst;

Hereby acknowledge your cable o f  19th.

DQNT THINK WE GAN AFFORD BOTH CEILINGS WILL TAKE SMALL 
ONE NAMELY CA5TLECEIL FOR TEN THOU HAND DO LLARS- HEARST

To which I replied under same date:

PESETA AGAIN FALLING WILL CEDE BOTH CEILINGS IN TWENTY- 
FOUR THOUSAND PITY TO SEPARATE THEM - BYNE

The fact  Is we have had some rather 
riotous days here fo r  which reason the peseta, which 
had been slowly recuperating, has again plunged down­
ward. This makes I t  possible fo r  me to reduce the 
two ce i l ings  from f 28,000 to |24,000. Of course I am 
taking a long chance on the exchange but I should like 
to see you have the ce i l in gs .

I t  was urgent to arr ive  at a decision 
because Loewi o f Venice has been here again and wished 
very much to have two ce i l in gs  immediately. I d idn 't  
mention this in the cable fo r  I d idn 't  wish you to 
think I was try ing  to fthidd you up” . Of course I 
would pre fer  to s e l l  to you d irec t ,  or to some of our 
museums, but I have a good deal o f  money t ied  up in 
these things and there are times when I am forced to 
make a turnover whether i l ik e  i t  or not.

Re. GOTHGEIL 
& GASTLECEIL

Awaiting your decision, be l ieve  me with 
kindest regards,

Yours s incerely,



A r t h u r  b y n e  
P a s e o  d e  l a  C a s t e l l a n a . 19

C A B L E  ADDRESS S T A P L E T  

M A D R I D

Miss Julia  Morgan, 
Merchants Exchange, 
San Francisco,

Dear Miss Morgan;

Just a l in e  to you; the fact 
is  "our c l ien t"  requires so much attention that 
I have had very l i t t l e  time to write  to anyone 
e l s e .

I accordance with my wire to 
you in reply to yours inquiring about the height 
of G-OTHFACADE I have just made a motor t r ip  down 
to Andalucia where I had a number of a f fa i r s  to 
look into.

To begin with the oolor is  better 
than I reca l led . I t  is  rather golden with dark 
weatherings in the recesses and carvings. Of 
course l ik e  a l l  Gothic in Andalucia i t  is  coarse 
but at the same time picturesque.

The height is  32 fee t ; th e  width 
16 fe e t .  When I say height I mean the actual 
stonework. The house sets on a sharp grade and at 
some more recent date the h i l l  has been cut down 
so t&at there is  a sort o f base o f white stucco 
nearly ten fe e t  high.

However I consider th is  purchase 
impossible fo r  the moment; there is  no danger of 
i t s  been sold to someone else and i t  w i l l  do the 
owner good to cool his heels and ilusions fo r  a 
w h i le .

Hoping you are well  and with kindest 
regards from us both, be l ieve  me

S incere ly ,



MEDIEVAL S P A N I S H  A R T R E N A I S S A N C E

ARTHUR. BYNE
PASEO DELA CASTELLANA 19

Cable Address 
s t a p l e y -m a d r i d

MADRID Nov.24th 
1 9  3 0

William Randolph Haarst, Esq. 
137 Riverside Drive,

R e f .CA3TLECE1L 
GOTHGEIL

New York City 

Dear Mr.HGarst;

The fo l low ing cable received on the 
eve o f my departure fo r  S ev i l le ;

DONT THINK WE CAN AFFORD BOTH CEILINGS WILL TAKE
SHALL ONE NAMELY CASTLECEIL FOR TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS- HEARST

IF YOU WILL PAY FIFTEEN THOUSAND CASHDOWN WILL SHIP 
TWO CEILINGS AT TWENTYTWO THOUSAND OTHERWISE EXCHANGE 
FLUCTUATIONS FORCE ME TO HOLD TO TWENTYFOUR - BYNE

On my return to Madrid this morning 
found your cable reply o f yesterday:

WILL TAKE TWO CEILINGS AT TWENTYTWO THOUSAND TENTHOUSAND 
IMMEDIATELY TWELVE THOUSAND NEXT MONTH - HEARST

two exceptional examples, even though i t  has not been 
a b r i l l i a n t  f,n@gocioH on my part.

the l i t t l e  Gothic facade (GOTHFACADE) wnlch I submitted 
to you a month ago. The color is  fa r  Detter tnan I 
tnought - a golden gray - out we w i l l  nave to l e t  tnat 
a f f a i r  stand a while un t i l  the owner is  more reasonable; 
not only is  i t  too expensive but i t  would be disa&rous 
fo r  any future deals to establish any such precedent 
as to price fo r  stonework.

To which I replied from S ev i l le :

I am very glad you have secured these

While in Andalucía i  went again to v i s i t



M EDIEVAL RENAISSANCES P A N I S H  A R T

ARTH UR B YX E
PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA 19

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-Ma DRID

M A D R I D
Nov.26th, 
1 S 3 0

7-illlam Randolph H9aret, Esq. 
137 Riverside Drive,
Hew York City

Dear Hr.Searet;

I mist Inform you that the de l ivery  of
the "Alcantara" Monastery has been in d e f in i te ly  de­
layed - I hasten to fedvlss you o f  this fact in case 
you and Miss Morgan are counting on receiv ing i t  in 
the near future. This may cause you some disappoint­
ment; fo r  me i t  is  both i r r i t a t in g  and cost ly .  In the 
long l i s t  o f  your purchases this i s  the f i r s t  serious 
snag I have struck.

factory c e i l in g  and started on the stonework when a so- 
called a r t - lo ve r  of the province began a campaign in 
the press against us. Had the present provisional gov­
ernment been replaced, as promised by normal constitu­
t iona l government, 1 could have counted on help at court. 
Jnti l  th is  change takes place a l l  thougat o f  exportation 
must be abandoned. Jnfortunately the a f f a i r  has had so 
much public ity  that there is  danger of the building 
being declared a National monument in which case i t  could 
never be touched.

demolition and one sent me from Paris which appeared 
in the Chicago Tribune there in which i t  speaks o f the 
exportation as a thing already accomplished. These 
newspapers!

deal o f money to date (not a cent appearing on your b il ls  
however). I paid 75,000 pesetas along fo r  the Monastery 
(about 09,000 at the exchange of the day). Inaddition 
a l l  the timbering is  in place to commence work. This 
however is  ay loss; my ch ie f grievance is  that I have 
fa i led  to turn over tne saonastery.

Hoping you w i l l  understand my d i f f i c u l t y  
and that w i l l  not be too disappointed,oelieve me.A

No sooner had we removed tne wooden re-

I enclose a loca l c lipping denouncing the

Of course this operation has cost me a good



MEDIEVAL S P A N I S H  A R T RENAISSANCE

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA 19

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-M ADRID

M A D  R  I D Nov.27th 
1 9  3 0

V.llliam Randolph Hearst, Esq 
137 Riverside Drive 
New York  C i t v

Reference
G0ÎHCEIL
CA3TLECEIL

Dear Mr.Hearst; RENFACADE

Confirming your cable o f to-day;

WILL SEND T WELVETHOUSAND THIS MONTH AND TENTHOUSAND 
NEXT MONTH FOR THE CEILINGS TOTAL TWENTYTWOTHOU SAND- 
DOLLARS - HEARST

To which I have rep lied  by cable;

ACCEPT TERMS AWAITING MONEY - BYNE

V-9 are at present packing the flamous painted c e i l ­
ing from Campos, the one ordered April  15th, and which 
due to the war going on between the Church and State 
I have not been able to secure sooner. However i t  is  
now safe in my warehouse and just as soon as i t  is  
shipped we w i l l  commence on the two Gothic ones just 
purchased.

Mj? principal object In going to Andalucía was to 
look into the purchase o f RENFACADE (the Renaissance 
facade which you offered $7,000 fo r  Oct.27th; my lowest 
price was $8,000), I found that the sale o f this work 
o f  art had created a tremendous s t i r  lo ca l ly  and that, 
a complalafagainst i t s  exportation had been read before 
the Academy o f  Fine Arts ( I  enclose a c l ip p in g ) . Under 
the circumstances I concluded that no time was to be 
lo s t  so immediately bought the facade, carted i t  to my 
yard in S e v i l l e ,  and started boxing. We shall ship i t  
in a week or so. In these matters one must strike 
while the iron is  hot.

Thanking you fo r  your consideration, be l ieve  me,

Sincerely yours,



MEDIEVAL RENAISSANCE

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-MAD R ID

S P A N I S H  A R T

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DELA CASTELLANA, 19 

M A D  R I D
Nov.28th 1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. 
137 Riverside Drive,
New York City

Dear Mr.Hearat;

C
0) Miss Morgan 
; P

Y

I am rather surprised never to have 
had a reply from my cable of 0c t . l4 th  which I repeat;

JUST FOUND 330 YARDS STRIPED GOLD AND GREEN MAJORCAN 
SHAGGY VELVET IN LONG PANELS AND FRIEZE - ENOUGH TO 
HANG ROOM 20 BY 40 FEET 16 FEET HIGH - RARE AND BARGAIN 
PRICE 8,500 DOLLARS - STAPLEY

I f  you are s t i l l  interested in hanging 
your l i t t l e  theatre on the H i l l ,  or any other large 
room fo r  that matter, I consider this an opportunity. 
The strips are 26 inches wide and 14 fee t  high; to ta l  
number o f str ipes 56. In addition there is  a f r i e z e  
o f the same material 26 Inches deep.

The coloring is most agreeable, alternate 
so ft  green and gold-colored s i lk .  This Majorcan ve lve t  
is  much sought a f te r ,  rare to find in quantity, and is  
l ik e  a heavy velour in quality except that, l ik e  v e lv e t ,  
i t  is  a l l  s i lk .  In our work Spanish In te r io rs  and Furn­
itu re  (V o l . i ,  plate 72) there Is a room in Majorca hung 
with this v e lv e t  but in pattern instead of the more im­
pressive s tr ips .

To-day I can o f f e r  th is fo r  #7,500 instead 
o f  $8 , 500; th is  is  d i r t  cheap - a l i t t l e  over >¿20 a yard.

Cable reference; SHAGVEL

Thanking you fo r  your attention, I am,

Sincerely,


