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This issue of Drunken Master 2 is very
different from the previous issues you may have
read. For one thing, this is a free issue. Don't get
used to freebies or have any Woodstock flash-
backs though, just so you know, the next issue is
going mark a necessary price increase which
seems pretty rotten for all the people who actu-
ally have sent in a few dollars to cover shipping
and handling. For those of you who have already
sent me a dollar since the last issue, consider it

view for so long. It was originally intended for a
zine that | was working on with a friend, Matt
lan, who you might have read about in the last
issue of DM2. Unfortunately a real job took Matt
to New York which made the completion of our
project quite difficult if not all together impossi-
ble. At the time of this writing Shannon is living
in Portland Oregon. If you are already familiar
with TMCM than this interview needs little in the
way of introductions, but if the interview just
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a half deposit for the next issue. Most of you
already figured out though that all you really
need to do to get DMz is to send me cool mail.

So many of my friends are trying to quit smoking.
I, on the other hand, can't seem to get the nack
for picking it up. So I think I will start with the
patch and work my way up to a real cigarette.

1997 was such a strange year. After my best
friends suicide | found myself getting involved
with a girl who | might not have ordinarily been
with. In any case she asked me to drive her car
from LA out to Austin Texas where she was work-
ing on a film as a script supervisor. A solo road
trip sounded pretty cool at the time so | agreed.
| drove East and the relationship went South. |
will not go into explanation or point any fingers
though. It just reminds me of that old song "I'm
in another state, another state of mind..." Trying
to make the best of it, | remembered that
Shannon was working out of Austin at the time.
Through e-mails | was able to arrange a meeting
at Rutamaya cafe. I might have been a little mis-
leading by giving some sort of impression that |
worked for some legitimate magazine that was in
Austin to find him for an interview. Looking
back on the interview two years later | realize
what a full blown geek | can be, it is a very ama-
teurish interview that is also very outdated. |
apologize to Shannon for sitting on this inter-

leaves you more confused and mislead than
before you read it, than you may want to check
out the TMCM website at
tmcm.com

I highly recomend TMCM, it's full of social criti-
cism and insight disguised as crudely drawn
comic books.If you only buy one TMCM book,
buy TMCM's Guide for the Perplexed a fulfilling
collection of Shannons work from various
sources spanning seven years available through
Dark Horse Comics.

Since | love you, let me leave you with this. A
song from Godzilla vs. Mothra, sung by the twin
fairys of Peanut Girl fame.
Moth-u-ra
Moth-u-ra
Let us travel with the South wind
Across the waves of the sunlit sea
There we shall find an island fair
Where dwells the Court of Happiness
Why are you weeping Happiness?
You must remember always to smile.
For we shall call to you Happiness.
No tear must fall. No smile must fade.
In this Island Kingdom Happiness
The joy you give, we bring back to you.
Across the dark green sea.
Why are you weeping happiness?
The wind and mist will carry you near
when we shall call for you Happiness.
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DEPICTING HOLLYUOOD, BEGRN PRODY You may have
Tion. THIS FILM INCORPORARTES BOTH seen Dennis
INTERVIEWS AND PRRODY. ONE OF THE : cruising
PRROCY'S IMUOLUES A RUNCRED TRANS - through vyour
VESTITE 4O neighborhood
cus il in one of his

decorated
mega cars.

R friend of
mine working
on the film
received a
message from
Dennis after a
request for an
interview.

The following

is a tran-
script of the
message left
on my friends
answering
machine.




HI.
YOU KNOW YOUR
MESSEGE ABOUT DRAG
QUEENS AND ALL THAT
CRAP7YOU KNOW,
I'VE WORKED REALLY
HARD IN THIS TOWN
AND XM TRYING TO DO

I'M GOING TO ASK
GOV, RIGHT NOW

TO KEEP
PEOPLE LIKE
YOU AWAY
FROM ME
BECAUSE X
THINK TS
KIND OF-

KIND OF

'ﬁ@«é—&ﬁ*

TAWR>Y

T

AND T REALLY DON'T
WANT T0 BE A PART

SOME VERY IMPOR-
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WHAT YOUR DOING
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OF IT. AND YOU
KNOW, XVE GOT

TANT PEOPLE THAT

JWANT TO PUT ME IN RLMS-  AND]
THAT BELIEVE IN ME-

AND X REALLY
PRAY THAT
PEOPLE WHO

ARE AFTER ME

TO DO REALLY

MUNDANE

STUPID
THINGS -
WASTING
ALM ON
SOMETHING AS
LUNACY AS
WHAT YOUR
TALKING
ABOUT...

PLEASE, DON'T WASTE MY TIME .
ITS AN INSULT TO MY |NTELL-

r
GENCE TO EVEN ASK ME TO BE A

PART OF SOMETHING SO STUPD.

<
Q/l{/l/ /)

oK ?
ABOUT DRAG QUEENS?
I'M SORRY MY FRIEND X DONT
EVEN KNOW WHY . X GUESS
YOU THINK TS A FONNY (/T-
TLE JOKE IN YOUR LITTLE
MIND.

REALLY ASKING GOP
TO KEEP VERY WEIRD
PEOPLE LIKE YOU :
AWAY FROM ME.
BECAUSE X
KNOW THIS
TOWN IS FULL

A WHO ARE MALIGOUS N
SR THER INTENTIONS, HAVE NO
) PURPOSE IN LIFE
OTHER THAN TRYING
. TO MAKE

N | \vl\) W
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{ GRIAT AND PM GET-
1 TING R OF LITTLE
PEOPLE LIKE YOU

Ao X OONT 0O INTER-

VIEWS. AND YOU KNOW

WHAT 7 XF YOU WANT T ¢

TALK TO ME FURTHER ... UH...
AND YOU HAVE A LOT OF

MONEY TO SPEND ,  -ANE/ZZ

BUT X DON'T WORK FOR
FREE ANYMORE AND X

STAR IN FILMS.

AND EVEN
THOUGH YOU
MIGHT NOT

| THINK MY ALM

IS NOT THAT
GREAT, OVER
THREE THOU-
SAND PEOPLE

TS VIRY
QosE

T0 BENG DIS- |

TRIBUTED AND
THEN 'L BE

PEOPLE LIKE YOU AND SAY

"YOU KNOW WHAT? X TOLD Gé‘)% EKNF((.))ZVI(
YOU SO. T WAS GOING TO B T THE RUCK
A BIG FAMOUS STAR WITH LOTS . OUT OF

OF MONEY ™ AND WHEN X LIVE
UP ON MY HOUSE ON MY HiLL
YOU CAN HAVE [T ON YOUR |
CONSUOUS THAT YOU WERE ONERS
OF THOSE LUNATIC IDIOTS THAT Y

PERHAPS- UM... WHOS
SOMEBODY ELSE?  WOULD
YOU HAVE THE AUDACTY TO
AL SOMEONE ELSE? X™M
A SAG ACTOR BRO.. SO
JUST DON'T FUK WITH ME
OKk! X DON'T .. X REAL-
ly .. X REALLY THINK YOUR

AN ASSHOLE
AND X HOPE X CAN SEE YOU IN
PERSON SO X CAN TEL YOU TO {8
YOUR FACE. AND X THINK X g
DESERVE AN APOLOGY FOR
OUR .. YOUR STUPID ASSA-

P BECAUSE IF YOU LOOK
AT IT, T REALLY
REFLECTS BACK ON
YOU- WONDERING
WHAT KIND OF A

HUMAN BEING PO YOU
THINK YOU ARE?
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The answering
machine automatically
hangs up on Dennis
after the allotted time
for a recording has
expired. At which
point Dennis immedi-
ately calls back and

concludes his
thoughts on “this
town” and drag

gqueens in general.
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” HEY. HOW BOUT IF
SINCE YOU X OFFER YOU A
OFFERED ME PART WHERE X
A PART IN TE YOU UP AND
T HAVE ABOUT
RFTEEN GUYS
0

/IN THE ASS AND N AL PEOPLE UP\FS
THEN X BEAT THE SHIT AND ASK THEM IF
OUT OF YOU UNTIL YOU THEY WANT TO BE
TELL ME WHAT A DUMB SHIT

YOU ARE? AND THAT YOU
DON'T EVEN BELONG IN THE
INDUSTRY BECAUSE OF YOUR
AUDAUTY TO- TO- AS A

DRAG QUEEN

FiLm?! ’
0R UTINZE
come N THAT ALM

G 0 Y S .
JEITHER  GET

FOR SOME-
THING DECENT

BRO.

I MEAN THAT'S WHY THIS
TOWN IS ALl FUCKED UP,
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SEE YOU IN PER-

YOU BETTER
FUGKING AVOID

.....

GONNA PUT THE
WORD OUT ABOUT
WHAT YOU JUST
TRIED TO PULL OFF,
MAN! YOU'RE
A FUCKING

YOU
EVER FUKING

WE
/IR@\*b DIOT' DONT
H
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INFERVIEW FOR THE PERBLEXED

TOO MUCH COFFEE MAN'S SHANNON WHEELER

Shannon Wheeler is the creator/artist behind the comicbook Too Much Coffee Man. Shannon
was born in San Francisco in 1966, grew up in Berkeley and graduated from U.C.Berkeley
with a degree in architecture. This interview took place May 7th 1997 in Austin Texas
where Shannon was living at the time.This interview is over two years old! A lot has

changed with Shannon since then, but you'll never hear any complaints.

Kiyoshi Nakazawa: You have a kind of cult status from Too Much Coffee Man- are you
sick of that yet? Do you have a book out yet called “I Am Not Too Much Coffee Man"?

Shannon Wheeler: No. Not yet. That's a thought. I have not really worried about that all that
much.

KN: You don’t mind just being known as the Coffee Man?

SW: It's a mixed blessing. It's something I've chosen to do and so how can I com-
plain about if? It's a comic that's given me a popularity and afforded me the
ability to live off my comics. So for me to not acknowledge that or not
respect that ... I think it's typical for, like Peter Bagge, to talk badly about
his own comic Hate. Like, you know, “I'm really sick of this” but it’s a
comic that's allowed me to make a living and I really like doing it.

['ve been pretty lucky . It's been a struggle. I do freelance illustra-
tion'and different gigs here and there but ...

KN: What al.)_o:uf?thé architecture? You have a
d in.architecture.and

SW: Yeah, I burned out on it. During the last
year of architecture I decided that it was not
something I wanted to do. I thought the
architects I met were kind of jerks and it
seemed like in order for me to reach a point
in a architecture career where I was going to
be expressing myself creatively it would take
half a lifetime. I would need to work for
twenty years doing drafting for people sitting
in front of a computer just sacrificing an
enormous part of my life just so I can do five
or six buildings that have some creativity in
them but I was not prepared for that kind of
sacrifice.
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KN: Did your parents get upset at you for that?

SW: No. I'have very supportive parents. I've lucked
out on that. “What ever you'd like to do.” in that total
hippie sort of... almost made it harder. Nothing to
rebel against. I guess I could have been a lawyer...that
might have been... even that though.

KN: You did a Converse add several years ago.
How did that come about?

SW: That was just a roll of the dice. I just lucked

into something like that. I got a phone call one
morning and it was out of the blue. It was “Hi this is
harry from houston effler we’d like you to this
advertisement call me back immediately.” I thought
it was a crank call. So I call them back and start
talking to harry . I was really rude. I was copping an
attitude because I thought for sure this was one of
my friends...who ...

KN: ...who was making fun of your poverty as
a comic artist!?

SW: Exactly! I was like “ Oh great Oh yea This is so
exciting!” 1 just looked like an idiot. I was just like
“Oh Yeah. what ever. Ya sure. Talk to my lawyer” But
then we talked for three days trading faxes and phone
calls back and forth and on the fourth day they fed
exed me a ticket to go to Canada to go work with an
animator. So when [ get this ticket from fed ex “oh
wow I guess they are serious!” The real thing.

Went out to canada and worked with a guy named
Danny Antonucci who did “lupo the Butcher”. I just
lucked out. He also did the Bros. Grunt for Mtv.

KN: Are you pretty happy with the add?

SW: Yeah. There's another thing where I should be ,
if I'm going to play the stereotype, I should be all
pissed off. “ yeah- they really distorted my character”
but that's not true. I'm really proud of it. I worked
with them quite a bit and they did a great job animat-
ing it. I wrote it and they had me involved with all the

steps. I'm really happy with it.
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KN: It’s a really eye popping add, you
don’t even realize its for shoes. I bet it
was good for your comic.

SW: Sort of. It's hard to tell. What it did was
give me some legitimacy with store owners.
When I try and sell the comic book to them
they say Oh this was a tv add We'll try some

..which 1s

sort of

The one that's going into Ben is Dead is sort of a
pornographic strip but it has little kids in it so its
real cutesy but then their having sex and stuff.

KN: I'll ask my parents permission to read
that one first. So how much do you really
know about coffee?

SW: I started off the comic as a kind of a parody
where I was making fun my self and making fun of
trendy things and it's unfolded in ways that I didn't
think it would. It actually has a lot more depth than
I ever thought possible. Since I started doing the
comic | have had to learn all this stuff about coffee
because people started assuming that I knew all this
stuff and so [ faked my way through five or six con-
versations and then I said OK, [ better read up the
history of coffee and the effects of coffee. now I
know more than I should know.

frustrating

because something needs to be on T.V.

to legitimize a comic book.
book doesn’t legitimize

The comic
itself ever.”

we'll give it a shot. Which is sort of frustrating
because something needs to be on tv to legit-
imize a comic book the comic book doesn't
legitimize itself ever.

KN: You were legitimized by converse
laughter

KN: But so were the Mighty Mighty
Bosstones. Do you work on any other
comics other than Too Much Coffee Man?

SW: Yeah. ['ve done one page comics that
don't have TMCM in it.. I guess in Ben is Dead
one of them will be re printed and in Indy mag-
azine another will be re-printed. I did a burri-
to recipe. How to make a bachelor burrito.

KN: Can you draw the molecular structure of
caffeine?

SW: It's pretty complicated it has about 30 different
attachments there.

KN: Are these characters you write and
draw about based on real life people?

SW: Yeah. I mine pretty mercilessly.
KN: Have you lost many friends?

SW: No. It's one really wierd thing- people real-
ly seem to get off on being mocked. So I could
take somebody and just pull them into the
comic and mock their existance and they read
it. I think this is really going to piss them off .
But then “Oh this is great this is really funny!”
Oh cool thanks. The terrible thing is that I will
mock the people who are reading my comic
book, buying it, and its sort of a bad habbit that
I've fallen into...

KN: I guess people think it’s ok because
you mock yourself more than anyone it
seems like in your own comicbook.

SW- ya maybe so.

KN: Maybe they feel like they are partici-
pating in your own self flagellation.

laughter

“It’s one
really weird
thing- people
really seem
to get off on

being
mocked.”

KN: So is it true you know a lady who is made
out of pure german white chocolate?

SW: Now theres a situation where I was mocking the
audience. Becuase people would always tell me Oh
You should really do too Much Ice Tea Man or you
should do Too Much Pepsi Guy and I just thought it
was really stupid to do that sort of thing so 1 did a
comic where [ just pulled in all these sugestions.
What would be ridiculos. Clearly I couldn't do Too
Much Hershy Guy. Thats pretty much crossing the
line into offensiveness. I thought well ...white choco-
late and my friend was there and hes like “Oh, make
it German White Chocolate with Almonds.” She came
out of whats the most ridiculos thing we can do to
make fun of people who keep telling mewhat to do.
The punch lline was “Too Much Beer at a Party Guy”
coming up with the same ideas everyone else has
over and over. Because I would always hear the same
“Oh do Too Much Ice Tea Guy” And it's like this is
only the thirtyith time I've heard this stupid joke. Its
embareassing at partys especially after four or five
beers and people are telling me the same joke “Yah
funny”. Like Beavis and Butthead...Mike Judge I
mean he’s got to suffer listening to people imitate his
characters it must just be the worst thing in the
world. But you cash the checks so you cant com-
plain about it.

KN: Art is its own punishment.

SW- The cross to bear . Things you can’t complain
about.

KN: Is it true that there is a rivalry between
you and Jim Davis of Garfield fame? Or is
that just the media hyping cartoonist rivalry?

SW: Jim Davis? No! I dont think theres a rivalry. 1
think... uh ...no I don’t even ... no! Where did that
come from?

KN: I don’t know. Uh... I think it was Don
King Promotions.

SW: Oh well I guess we'll just have to have it out at
the next convention.



KN: So have you heard about the new
Godzilla movie their coming out with? I
guess it will be made in America by the
guys who made Jurrasic Park. It's going
to be high budget.

SW: Really?

KN: Yeah...this is not a joke now. It's
leading to a joke but I'm setting it up
with the truth.

SW: Ok. Ok.

KN: Toho productions agreed to let
Spielberg or whoever the Jurassic Park
people are to make a new Godzilla movie
and I was going to ask you do you think
they should make it a multi million dol-
lar f/x movie with the latest in computer
animation or do you think they should
make it with a guy in a rubber suit?

laughter
SW: Oh lets go for special f/x.
" KN: Really?

SW: Yeah sure. That 1985 Godzilla , that was
one of the worst movies I've ever seen. [ had to
go see it I was such a big Godzilla fan. I
thought “alright they’re finally doing a good
Godzilla movie after all these years!”

KN: I'm a little apprehensive about the
f/x Godzilla.

SW: Ah- give it a shot. Wev'e had the guy in the
suit do it.

KN: Yeah right. I heard he’s real tired.
He’s got arthritis. I heard he can't get out
of character. He’s stuck. Have you ever
been to Monster Island?

SW: No. Not yet. That's the one Godzilla movie

I've missed as a kid. I really wanted to see it. I
heard they re-used the footage from the other
films. No I've seen every one except for that one.

KN: Do you think the fight between King
Kong and Godzilla was rigged?

SW: King Kong won in the United States and
Godzilla won in Japan. They had two different
endings.

KN: That's a rumor. I've never seen the
Japanese version.

SW: I haven't seen the Japanese version either.

KN: It's the Holy Grail of Godzilla movies.
Everybody wants to see the...

SW: ...Godzilla winning.

KN: Yeah. Speaking of cheesy Japanese
entertainment.You have a great little story
with the TMCM t-shirt from Japan. The
Japanese bootleg.

SW: Oh yeah. The bootleg. Bootlegging a bootleg.
Well you know like bands saying Oh were really
popular in ... I don’t know ... pick some tiny
country in middle of Europe, Lithuania. Ya we
got a really big following in Lithuania I had a
friend over in Japan and she’d send me stuff all
the time. And go Oh check this out.So I got boot-
legged in Japan so I just bootlegged the bootleg.
So i'm selling... I don't think I can be libel for
that.

KN: I don't think so. Just for the people
who are not aware, a t-shirt company in
Japan stole the Too Much Coffee Man
image.

SW: It seems that way.

KN: Is it an actual drawing that you did
or..?

SW: It’s shifted around some.It’s...

KN: It’s reversed to read from right to left.
laughter

SW: It has Kanji on it, Japanese characters, and
I'm told it says “Person Who Drinks Coffee Often”.
Because in Japanese there's no word for “too
much”. You can have five too many or six too
many but it's a quantifiable amount. The concept
of wretched excess is kind of out side of the lan-
guage. You know... living on an island you're very
careful about resources. You just dont have
wretched excess like we cultivated in America.
Yeah so it's “Person Who Drinks Coffee Often”.

KN: You know you've arrived when you get
bootlegged in Japan.

SW: Popular for a week in Japan.

KN: Uh... what else...God. I've run out of
coffee- so I've run out of questions.

laughter
SW: That's a good stopping point.

KN: If you were interviewing yourself, what
question would you hope you ask yourself?

SW: I've never been asked that question before.
hmmm... the terrible thing is that what comes to
mind is “where did you come up with the idea for
Too Much Coffee Man?" Which is the question I
really hate being asked- so that's the one coming
to mind. I have all sorts of snide answers for that
one...pat answers.

KN: Could we hear a few?

SW: No no. their terrible. Since you didn't ask
that question [ wont subject...

KN: They're answers of wretched excess?

SW: Yeah.

Shannon with significant other
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c/o Kiyoshi Nakazawa
3324 Rowena Ave. Apt. A
Los Angeles, CA
90027-2958

email: knakazawa@earthlink.net

SEND $ 2.
FOR THE
NEXT ISSUE




