THIS POEM WAS WRITTEN FOR ALL THE WOMEN WHO HAVE SPENT
THEIR LIVES FIGHTING FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS. ON JUNE 30th,
1982, AFTER YEARS OF STRUGGLE, THE E.R.A. WAS DEFEATED.
THOUSANDS OF WOMEN HAD FOUGHT IN THIS BATTLE FOR EQUALITY.

ON JULY lst, 1982, "A GROUP OF WOMEN" HELD A NON-VIOLENT
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE ACTION ON THE STEPS OF THE ARCHIVES

BUILDING IN WASHINGTON D.C., WHICH HOUSES THE CONSTITUTION.
AS OUR BLOOD, (WOMEN'S BLOOD), WAS POURED ON A COPY OF THE
CONSTITUTION AND ON THE STEPS AND PILLARS OF THE ARCHIVES

BUILDING====- THIS POEM WAS READ,

THIS POEM WAS WRITTEN AND THIS ACTION TOOK PLACE AS

SYMBOLS OF THE FACT THAT OUR HISTORY, OUR LAWS, OUR VERY

LAND ARE STAINED WITH THE OPPRESSION OF WOMEN, BUT ALSO

KNOWING THAT ONE DAY=-----JUSTICE WILL BE OURS.

Amy Caffrey
poet



For years weblod
with open, festert

- Withlittle dwmamgmwmum

f\ed only by our pain ard blood
(womens blood )

we tought.

we built circles of women ~ together

curcles bualt on dreams of fairngss

onrainbows ot truth.

AWe had bled toolong

‘AVe fought bitterly, courageous
R e
anst e gqropuyg, rus ng hands
whidmtriedtgpu,sﬁlﬂ; -
into firther submisston.
‘But the hands wereeverywhere
in front of us,n.b
on all sides, pushung
yet; still our brave warriors fought
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