
, Ca Iifor n ia 5 tat e tJ nhI I(;U'S ii 'ty IFf" e sn 0

~.U.S ARMENIAN 5TLJDIE~:; pnOGHAM
1 Frosno, Gnlifnrnill !'!:171\.()

l

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

CSU Fresno Armenian Studies flrogram activities as
reported in local, national, and international media.

Release #33
November
December 1987

THE C .A L1F 0 fll'~1/\ S T I>, T f U t,J lYE RSIT Y A t~ D C; 0 l.l. EG t S



~llB ARMENIAN !:;lwlJDIES PB9~B~TMUNIVERSITY,

- .. ARCHIVE _ I"RnNO. CALII"ORNIA e37.O

SOURCE The Armeni an R~~:_~:r=-.£.~~h Meadows, N. y. DATE November 5, 1987

SUBJECT Dickran Kouymj i ~!2__~~~~~~.ces Speci a 1 Awards PAGE ----------------

FRESI'<

1 of 1

Presentation

CSU Will Honor Donors at Dinner
December 6; A~,ards to Be Given

FRESNO. Calif. .. The Califor- be a special awards presenta-
nia State University, Fresno' tion to the outstanding donors
Armenian Studies Progr'am will to the new Peters Building
hold their annual banquet in which will be the home of the
honor of donors to the Leon S. Armenian Studies Program and
Peters Business Buildinq anci tile Center for Armenian Studies
Valley Bµsiness Center or~ Sun· when it opens in the fall of 1988.
day afternoon, December 6, Guests at the banquet will be
1987, in the Residence Dining treated to the unusual gourmet
Hall on campus. The proceeds meal, will listen to an important
of the banquet will benefit the keynote speaker, and surprise
d:ive for an Endowed Charr ill entertainment. More informa-
Armenian Studies at CSLJ tion will be forthcoming. Those
Fresno. interested in contacting the

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Direc- jl,rmenian Studies Program can
tor of the Armenian Studies Pro- telephone (209) 294-2669/2832.
gram, announced that there will -
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DEC. 6 - Sunday, CSUFresno Armenian Studies Program An·
nual Banquet. Benefit Dirve for an Endow~d Chair.
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Prof, Hovannisian
Will Address CSUF
Annual Banquet
in Fresno, Dec. 6

FRESNO, Calif. Dr. Richard
Huvannisian, Profe~;sor of Armenian
History and Associate Director of the
G. E. von Grunebaum Center for Near
Eastern Studie~; at UCLA, will be the
keynote speaker at the annual ban-
quet of the California State Universi-
:y, Fresno Armenian Studies Pro-
\Ham to be held on December 6, 1987
irl the St. Paul Armenian Church Haig
Berberian Social Hall.

Dr. Hovannisian, a San Joaquin
Valley native, has played an active
role in Armenian community life and
was instrumental in the recent
establishment of an Endowed Chair in
Mudern Armenian History at UCLA.
He is the author of the hi£Jhlyacclaim-
ed historical series, The Republic of
Armenia, an authoritative account
(If .the formation of the Armenian
Republic.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director of
file Armenian Studies Program, an-
fl(luflced that fund raising has begun
f(lr an Endowed Chair in Armenian
Studies at CSU Fresno. The fund
drive follows the successful cam-
paign to raise monies for the Leon S.
Peters Business Building.

The Dec. 6 annual banquet of the
Armenian Studies Program will honor
the donors to the Leon S. Peters
Business Building and the Center for
Armenian Studies, which will be
11I.>usedthere after August, 1988.
Special awards will be given to
recognize the donors including an
Outstanding Donor of the Year
Award.

A special entertainment program is
being planned for the evening with
~lUest artists from Los Angeles.

The donation for the annual ban-
quet will be $25.00 per person and
reservations can be made through the
Armenian Studies Program at (209)
294-2669/2832. All reservations must
be made in advance. Thnre will be no
Iickets sold at the cloor.
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A Prognun of Translated
Arnlenian Poems Performed

by (;. Papasian
and N. Armani

CSU Fresno Armenian Studies Program
Annual Banquet

Noted stage and film performers Gerald Papas-
ian and Nora Armani of Los Angeles will perform a
program of Armenian poems in translation at the
annual banquet of the California State University,
Fresno Armenian Studies Program on Sunday, De-
cember 6, 1987 in the St. Paul Armenian Church,
Haig Berberian Social Hall. The banquet will honor
the donors and friends of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram.

Papasian and Arm ani are the stars of the recent
production of "Sojourn at Ararat," a play based on
translations of Armenian poetry through the ages.

The public is cordially invited to attend and to
support Armenian Studies in Fresno.
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Mesrob Mirigian Donates $20,000 For
An Endowed Professorship At CSU/Fresno

Mesrob Mirigian of Fresno,
CA recently donated $20,000 to
the fund raising drive for an (~n'
clowed professorship in the Ar-
menian Studies Program at Ca-
lifornia State University/Fresno.

The gift was given in memc,ry
of his late wife, Mary, and his
mother and father. Kohilr and
Krikor Mirigian.

A gallery that will be located
adjacent to the Armenian Stu,
dies Program offices in the LCOil

S. Peters Business Building now
under construction at CSUF,
will be dedicated to Mr. Mirig-
ian and his family.

Joining her father on the. oc-
casion of the check presentation
to CSUF President Harold H.
Haak,' was Penny Mirigian, a
teacher at Fresno's Edison Com,

putech School and longtime
c,upporter of the Armenian
~;tudies Program at CSU,
Fresno.

Mesrob Mirigian, who was
;lctive [or many years in San
l;)uquin Valley ai~riculture, was
i ,orn ill Whitinsville, Maine in
IP,98. His wife was born in Pro,
\ idencc, Rhode Island, and the
cuuplemet in Fresno in 1920.

His father Krikor, came to the
I. Jnited States in 1885 from
ltchme, a small village in the
F harpert ,district of historic
.\rmenia.

Mr. Mirigian received a spe-
('lcd award at the Armenian Stu,
dies Program ahnual banquet
on Sunday, December 6, in re-
cognition of his support for the
Program.

1 of 1
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Mesrob Mirigian Contributes $20,000
FRESNO, Calif. - Mesrob Mir-

igian of Fresno has donated
$20,000 to the fund drive for an
endowed professorship in the
Armenian Studies Program at
California State Univer~;ity
Fresno.

The gift was given in his name
and in memory of Mirigian's late
wife, Mary, and hrs mother and
fat her, K 0 h a ran Ij K r i k 0 r
Mirrgian.

A gallery that will be located
adjacent to the Armenian Stu·
dies Program offices in the L.eor,
S. Peters Business BuildinU now
under construction at CSUF will
be dedicated to Mirigran and hi~;
family.

Joining her father on the
occasion of the check presenta ..
tion to CSUF President Harolcl
H. Haak, was Penny Miri~lian, a

teacher at Fresno's Edison
Cornputech School and long-
time supporter of the Armenian
Studies Program at CSU,
Fresno.

Mesrob Mirigian, who was
active for many years in San
Joaquin Valley agriculture, was
born in Whitensville, Me. in
1898. His wife was born in Prov:-
dence, R.I., and the coupl(" 11:';,
rn Fresno in 1920.

Mesrob's father, i(rikor, came
to the United State!), in Qt,~;lJl
18135from Itchme, asmall village
in the Kharpert (Harpoot) tiiE,-
trict of historic Armenia.

Mirigian will receive a special
award at the Armenian Studies
Program annual banquet Sun-
day, December 6, in recognition
of his support for the Program.

Shore Your ViewS
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CSU Fresno. Armenian Studies Program Holds Annual Banquet
.FRESNO, Calif. - Noted stage

ar,d film performers Gerald Pap-
asian and Nora Armani of Los
Angeles will perform a program
of Armenian poems in transla-
tion at the annual banquet of the
California State University,
Fresno Armenian Studies Pro-
gram on Sunday, December 6,
1987, in the St. Paul Armenian
Church Haig Berberian Social
Hall. The banquet will honor the
donors and friends of the
Armenian Studies Program,

Mr. Papasian and Ms. Armani
are the stars of the recent pro-
duction of "Sojourn at Ararat," a
play based on translation~; of
Armenian poetry through the
ages. The Los Angeles Times
said about the play, "Gerald
Papasian andf\ora Arrnani offer
an effusive, eVE'(l'ardent readinq
of the playi>' \!('se created from
translatioi,r-( ~'\rmenran poetry
through t: ':,. " ~\. Papasia n
and Arm", ~!'.. (} !Jbor 01

love.'
Drama-League said. "Papa-

sian and Armani are two gifted
actors who are at once animate
and EHle(£jetic . 'Sojourn to
Ar'arat' i~; a powerful statemer,t
about the tenacity and endu-
rance of the Armenian people."

Tile L.A. Weekly in its Theater
Pick of tile Week said. "the sim-
ple yet exsuisite direction
focuses our attention on two
dynamic performers who know
how to blend their gorgeous voi-
ces and expertly trained bodies
to create theatrical magic ..

Mr. Papasian and Ms. Armani
have appeared internationally in
Paris. Cairo, Montreal, and in

T er8VBn IV liilme only a lew.
They have appeared on televi-
sion, "Cagney and Lacey" (Pap-
asian) and "St. Elsewhere"
(Armani) and on film.

The performance at the
annual banquet of the CSUF
Armenian Studies Program will
benefit the drive to establish an
endowed chair in Armenian Stu-
dies at CSUF. Tickets for the
banquet are available for a
donation of $25.00 per person
and can be reserved through the
ASP at (209) 294-2669/2832 in
advance only.

The public is welcome to
attend and to support Armenian
Studies in Fresno.
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CSlJI~'Armenian Studies
Progrunt Annual Banquet
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Dr. Richard Hovannisian, Professor of Armen-
ian History and Associate Director of the G.E. von
Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies at
UCLA, will be the keynote speaker at the annual
banquet of the California State University, Fresno
Armenian Studies Program to be held on 6 Decem-
ber, 1987 at 4:30 in the afternoon in the St. Paul
Armenian Church Haig Berberian Social Hall. Dr.
Hovannisian, a San Joaquin valley native, has played
an active role in Armenian community life and was
instrumental in the recent establishment of an En-
dowed Chair in Modern Armenian History at
UCLA. He is the author of the highly acclaimed
historical series, The Republic of Armenia, an autho-
ritative account of the formation of the Armenian
Republic.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director of the Armen-
ian Studies Program, has announced that funcl-
raising has begun on an Endowed Chair in Armenian
Studies at CSU Fresno. The fund drive follows the
successful '2arnpaign to raise monies for the Leon S.
Peters Business Building. The annual banquet of the
Armenian Studies Program will honor the donors
to the Leon S. Peters Business Building and Center
for Armenian Studies, which will be housed in the
new building when construction is completed in
August of 1988. Special awards will be given to
recognize the donors including an Outstanding
Donor of the Year Award.

A special entertainment program is being
planned for the evening with guest artists from Los
Angeles. More all this in upcoming weeks.

The donation for the annual banquet will be
$25.00 per person and reservations can be made
through the Armenian Studies Program at (209) 294-
:],66912832, All n~servations must be made in advance
and there will be no tickets sold at the door. The
tomrnunity is cordially invited to aHend.
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Gift Will Support CSllJ]~'
Armenian Endowed Chair

L, to R,-Dr,. Joseph Penlwra, Dean of t1H~ School
of Business; CSUF Pn~si(knl Dr. Hamid Hank;
Mesrob Mirigian; Penny Miri!~ial1; and Dr. Diclmll1
Kouymjian, Director of the ASP

Mesrob Mirigian of f;"e:;no Iw:; dOllated $20,000
to the fund drive for an endowed prokssorship in the
Armenian Studies Program at CaliFornia State Uni ..
versity Fresno.

The gift was given in hi!; name ane! in memory of
Mirigian's late wife, Mary, and hi:; ll10tlKr and fa-
ther, Kohar and Krikor Mirigian.

A gallery that will be located adjacent to the
Armenian Studies Program office:; in the Leon S.
peters Business Building now under construction at
CSU F will be dedicated to Mirigian 3,nd his family.

Joining her father on the occasion of the check
presentation to CSUF President Harold H. Haak,
was Pcnny Mirigian, a tcacher at Fresno's Edison
Computech School and longtime supporter of the
Armenian Studies Program at esc, Fresno.

Mesrob Mirigian, who was active for many
years in San Joaquin Valley agriculture, wa,; born in
Whitensvil1e, Maine in 1898.

Mes,c)," _: ..... " .'::; l.;llileu
States in about i60S lrurn It('hi'llt, a :':laii viliage in
the Kharpert (Harpoot) district of his:3ric Armenia.

Mirigian will receive a spc.('.{alaw.ud at the Ar-
menian Studies Program annual' banquet sunday,
December 6 in recognition of his support for the
Program. (
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arez
Mirigian Contributes to CSUF
Armenian Studies Program Endowment

CSUF President, Dr. Harold Haak
and Mesrob Mirigian

FRESNO, Calif, - Mesrob Mirigian of
Fresno has donated $20,000 to the
fund drive for an endowed professor-
ship in the Armenian Studies Program
at California State University Fresno.

The gift was given in his name and
In memory of MirigIIn'. .... wIa,
Mary, and his mother and father;
Kohar and Krikor Mirigian.

A gallery, located next to the Arme-
nian Studies Program offices in the
Leon S, Peters Business Building, now
under construction at CSUF, will be
dedicated to Mirigian and his family.

Joining her father on the occasion
of the check presentation to CSUF
President Harold H. Haak, was Pen-
ny Mirigian, a teacher at Fresno's
Edison Computech School and
longtime supporter of the Armenian
Studies Program at CSU, Fresno.

Mesrob Mirigian, who was active
for many years in San Joaquin Valley
agriculture, was born in Whitensville,
Maine in 1898. His wife was born in
Providence, Rhode Island, and the
couple met in Fresno in 1920, .

Mesrob's father, Krikor, came to the.
United States in about 1885 from It-.I
chme, a small village in the Kharpert\
(Harpoot) district of historic Armenia,
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Gift Will SUJ)pOlrt CSUF Armenian
Endowed Chair

Mesrob Mirigian 01' Fresno has
donated $20,000 to t.he funcl drive for
an endowed professorship inlhe Arme-
nian Studies Program at California
St.at.e University Fresno.

The gift was given in his naille anc!
in memory of Mirigian's late wife,
Mary, and his mother and father,
Kohar and Krikor Mirigian.

A gallery that will be located aclja-
cent to the Armenian Studies Program
offices in the Leon S. Peters Business
Building now under construclion at
CSUF will be dedicated to Mirigian
and his family.

Joining her fal.her Oil the occasion

of the check presentation to CSUF
President Harold H, Haak, was Penny
Mirigian, a teacher at Fresno's Edison
Comput.ech School and longt.ime sup-
poner of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at CSU, Fresno.

Mesrob's father, Krikor, came to
I.he United Stat.es in about 1885 from
It.chme, a small village in the Kharpert
(Harpoot) district of historic Armenia_

Mirigian will receive a special
award at the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram annual banquet Sunday,
December 6 in recognition of his sup-
POri for the Program. II
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Armenian
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. $20,000 Gift Will Support
101 Armenian Endowed Chair

FRESNO - MCSl'ob Mirigiull
of Fre,;no donated $20,000 to the
fund drive for ::In endowed pro-
fessorship ill the Armenian
Studies program al California
State University, Fresno.

The gift was given in his nallle
;IIHj in memory of Mirigian's biLe
wil~. Mary, and his mother anJ
father, Kohilr and Krikor

IMirigian.
. A gallery [hal will be IOCali.xl

ladjm;ctll to {he Armcnian StudiesIProgram offices in the Leon S.
Pct(~rs Business Building now
under (;onstfuction at CSUF will
be dedicated to Mirigian alld his

Left to right: Dean Joseph Pcmbcra; CSUF President Harold 1-1. Haak;" bllli!)
ll~'ncfactor Mcsrob Mirigian <1Il,dProf. Die-han Kcuymjilll'l. Joinmg her rather on the occa-

siUIl or the check pr0SCnl!llion to
CSUF President Harord H. Ha"k,
was Penny Mirigian, a le,lChcr al
Fresno Edison Compulc<.:h School
and longtime supporters or the
Armenian Studies Progr<ltll a!
CSU, Fresno.

Mcsrob ivlirigian, who W:l~ ac-
tive for many years ill Sail Joa-
quin Valley agriculture, was bnrn
ill WhilCllsvillc, M:lillL' ill I~N~.
His wife was born in Providence.
R.I., .wd thc l'OUpk: IllL'l ill

Fresno in 1920.
Mcsrob's father, Krikor, <..'IIIllC

10 the Uniled Siales in ablllJl 1885
from Itchme. a slllall village in
[hI.: Kharpcrt (HarpooI) dislril'l or
historic Armenia.
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$50,000 Colected for GSUF Armenian Studies at Banquet

FRESNCk'learly $50,000 has
been donated toward an en-
dowed chair for the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State
University, which would be
just the sixth endowed chair
n~tionwicle in Armenian
Studies.

Barlow Oer Mugrdechian, one
of two teachers in the FSU
program, said that S300.000
is needed to establish the ch~ir,
which would be used to at·
tract a top Armenian studies
scholar as a professor ill lhe
program.

Richard Francois, director ()f
development and community reo
lations for FSU, said yearly
in terest frolll the S300,000
- which would be ab()u t S20,
000 - would be used to sup·
plement the endowed chair's
FSU·paid salary and t() cover
expenses such as research.

The ()ccupant of the en-
. dowed chair would be paid top
FSU salary, ab()ut S50,000 a
year.

Oer Mugrdechian said the
goal is to collect the S300,000
within three years.

The most recent donation to
the Armenian studies chair came
from Mesrob Mirigian. who gave
$20,000 in memory of his wife,
Mary, and parents, Kohar and
Krikor Mirigian.

A gallery adjacent to the Ar-
menian Studies Program offices
in the Leon S. Peters Business
Building, which is under con·
struction, will be dedicated to
Mirigian and his family,

Mirigian has been a farmer in
the valley.

L. to f. Dr. Joseph Penbera, Dean of the School of Business; CSUF
President. Dr. I-brold Haak; Mesrob Mirigian; Penny Mirigian; Dr",
DickraJ1 Ku)'mjian, Direc10r of the Annenk1J1Studies Program.

Other donor:; are rile Annen· offer a full major in Armenian
ian Students Org:lI1ii.ati()ll, the studies. Curently it offers only a
Armenian Nation:rI COllllllittee, minor.
rile i\rlllcni:lll i\lur:llli A~;s('cia· The University of California
tion, the National lnstitu\(' of at Los Angeles and Fresno'
Armenian Cultu[(~, and llIany .
inc1ividllals.

Ocr Mugrdcdlian ~aid thc: en·
dowed chair \VUI gU.Jran ("e the
permanency of Armenian studies
at FSU. Currently, the only
tenured profes:;or ill the pro·
gram is Ch,lirrlHtn Oickran
KouYl1ljian.

There are ~bou t 400 stu·
dents of Armenian anceSiry at·
tending FSU, [)';r Mugrd"chian
said. The 1O·ycar·old program

'()ffers six to c.lght clas~:e!; ;~ach
semester.
"Once we have <Jr·. endowcd
chair ir will rut eillphasi~: on
research as well," Del' Mugr·
dechian said, 'tcldinf. that per·
haps the pogrwTI can .oxpan·:1 to

State are the only public uni·
versities in the state tei offer AI"
menian studies programs. Uni-'
versities with endowed chairs in
Armenian studies are UCLA,
Harvard, Columbia and the Uni·
versity of Michigan, the last
Olle having tIVO chairs in the
same 1I niversity.

Glendale COIl1J1luniiy College
in Glendale, California, offers
courses in Armenian language
and Armenian history, as well
as a course on the Armenian
Diaspora, in the Ethnic Studies
Program of the Cullege. The
language classes are taughi by
Osheen Keshishian and the
others by Prof. Levon Mar-ash·
lian.

Armenian Studies degree is
also given at the American Ar-
menian International College,
a fou r·year private coJlr~e in
La Verne, California.
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Mesrob Mirigi(~gl [)(~lIltes $20,000 to CSUF
FRESNO -- Mesrob Mirigi:11I

or Fresno has don:iled S20,0()O
to the fund drive ror an en·
dowed professorship in the Ar·
menian Studies Program :It Ca·
lil'llillin SUile University, Fresllll.

The gi rt was givell ill the
naille alld ill m cillory 0 I' M irig·
ian's laic wil'e, M:rry, and his
Illother :lnd father, Koh:ll :l1ll!
Krikor Mirigian.

A gallery that will be loc;iled
adjacent to the Prlllcniall
Studies Program olTices ill the
Leon S. Peters Busines~; Build·
ing now under cons(ructioll :It
CSUF will be dedie;rled to
Mirigian and his faillily.

Joining her father Oil the
occasion of the check pre~;en(;I'

tiDl1 II) (,SUr:- l'rcsidcll! I Llrold
fl. i-b;lk. w:rs Penny l'vlirigi;111, :r
tcache" ::1 Fresno's Edison COIll'

pule,.:h School (lmi l(Jngti11le
SUPP'lrtc:r of the i\II1Wllian
Sllltiies ]'(ogr:lllI at CSUF.

Mc:;rob Mirigian, who was
;relive 1',)(, many years in San
Jc"rqllill Valley agriculture, was
born in Whitellsville, Maine, in
1898. His wife was born in
Providence, Rhode Island, and
the couple met in Fresilo in
1920.

Mesrob's father, Krikor, callic
to the United Stales in about
I~:g5 ['rum Ichllle, it small vii·
lag(: in ,he Kharpert (Harpoot)
cii,(ricl of historic Armenia.

Mirigi8n will receive a special

:lw.lrd ;11 the Arl11enian Studies
Progranl :lllllllal b:lnquet on
Slinday. Dec. 6, in recognition
01' his sllpport for the program.
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$50,000 Dorul~edfor Armenian
Studies (;hClir at Fresno StateU.
FRESNO, Crlill f'Je;Hly

$50,000 h(\!; br,(m dorlCltcd
low<lrcl ,In cr](~owed dEli! for tho
1\1 rnenrnn :';lllcJru,; I"roqram :It
Fresno SIi1!u LJnll/('!I'slly, wlileh
would ile jllstille SIx.til endOw('d
chiIII' natiollvllcJu rl, I\rmerlirn
studies.

BarlOW Dor MlI(Jlclecl,ian, orle
of two teaclwrs 111 tne FSU pru-
gram, s,ml thai $300,000 is
needed to e::taolr:;I' the cha,r,
which would be U;ol~<J to.attract a
top Armenian stu<jle:3 scl-,olar.:ls
a professor 111 the ploqranl.

Richard f:rilncur:;, director of
cJevelopmerrt and cOlllmunrly
relations for FSU, :;aici yeilrly
rnterest from tile $300,000 -
which would be about :S20,OOO-
would be used t03upplement
the endowed chair's f:SU·pard
salary and to cOlier (!)(penses
such as reseal·cll.

The occupant 01 Ihe endowed
chair woulcl be paid top FSU
salary, about S50,OOCIa yem

Del' Mugrclechiarl said the
goal IS to collect the $300,()00
within three years.

The univerSity hac; a fund fc:r
an endowed charr III tile journal-
Ism department In the rrElme (if
former FSU Journalism profes-
sor Roger Tatarian. TherE has
been about S:;O,OOOcollected fer
the Tatarian cnair.

The most recent (jolliliion t·J
the Armenlall stUcJlE~ chair
Cilme from Mesrob I'vlirrglarl,
who gave S~)O,~OOIn memory Cjf
IllS Wife, MillY. Clnd pm:)(lh,
I<ohar ancl ~:rii<or ~/lil!~Jian.

A gililery adjacent to til';
Armenian Slucres Frog',lm of/,-
ces rn tile Leon S. Peters I':lliSl-

ness BuildinG, wrllch IS unclel'
constnlcllor', will be cie.jrc,'lte,:i

to Miriglan and his Imaiiy.
Mirigian Ilas been ,I fmmer in

the valley.
Other donors are the Armen-

ran Studies Organrzation, the
;.\rmenian National Committee,
the Armenian Alumni Assocla-
tlorl the National Institute of
Armenian Culture, and
indrvidua Is.

Del' I'vlugrdechran said the
endowed chair' will guarantee
the permanency of Armenian
studies at FSU. Currently, the
only tenured professor in the
program is Chairman Drckran
Kouymjian.

There are about 400 students
of Armenian ancestry attending
FSU, Der Mugrdechian said.
The 10-year-old program offers
six to eight classes each
semester.

"Once we have an endowed
cllalr It will put emphasis 011

research as well," Der Mugrde-
chran said, adding that perhopJs
the program can expand to offer
a full major in Armenian studies,
Currently it offers only a minor.

Der Mugrdechiall said the
endowed chair should be a.
drawing card for FSU's Armen-
ian Studies Program, as will the
program's new offices in the
Peters burlcllng

'1 definitely think it Will make
us more competrtive," he said.

The UniverSity of Callfomia at
Los Angeles and Fresno State
are the only public universities
in tile state to offer Armenian
studies programs. Universities
with endowed charrs rn Armen-
Ian studies are UCLA, COlumbia
Uiliversity, Harvard University
and the University 01 Michigan,

Fresno Bee, Fresno, Calif.
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$50,000 Donated For Armenian
Studies Chair At Fresno State

FRESNO - Nearly $50,000
has been donated toward an en-
dowed chair for lhe Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State
University, which would be just
the sixth endowed chair nation-
wide in Armenian Studies.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, one
of two teachers at the FSU pro-
gram, said that $300,000 is need-
ed to establish the chair, which
would be used to attract a top
Armenian studies scholar as a
professor in the program.

Richard Francois, director of
development anc! cOlilmunity
relations for FSU, said ycarly in-
terest from the $300,000 -
which would be about $20,000 -
would be used to slipplement the
endowed chair's FSU-paid salary
and to cover expenses sueh as
research.

The occupant of the endowed
chair wOldd he paid lOp FSU
salary, about $50,000 a yem.

Del' Mugrdechian said thc goal
is to collect $lOO.O()O withill three
years.

Therc is also a fund Cor all In-
dowed chair in the journalism
departmcnt in the namc or li.lrIllCr
FSU journlislll professor Roger
Tatarian. There has been about
$50,000 collected for the Tatarian
chair.

The most recent donation to the
Armenian studies chair carne
from Mesrob Mirigian, who gave
$20,000 in memory of hi:; wife,
Mary, and parents, Kohar and
Krikor Mirigian.

A gallery adjacent to the Anne-
nian Studies Program oCfices in
the Leon S. Peters Business
Building, which is under con-
struction, will be dedicated to
Mirigian and his family.

Other donllJ's arc the Armenian
Students Organizalion, the Arme-
nian .Nat ional Committee, the
Armenian Alumni Association,

the National Institute of Arrne-
nian Culture and individuals.

Ocr Mugrclechian said the en-
dowed chair will guarantee the
permanency of Armenian studies
al FSU. Currently, the only
tenured professor in the program
is Chairman Dickran Kouymj ian.

There are about 400 students of
Armenia ancestry attending FSU,
Del' Mugrdechian said. The
10-year-old program offers six to
eight classes each semester.

"Once we have an endowed
chair it will put emphasis Oil

research as well," Ocr
Mugrdechian said, adding that
perhaps the program can expand
to offer a full meDor in Armenian
studies. Currently it offers only
a minor.

Ocr Mugrdechian said the en-
dowed chair should be a drawing
card Illr FUS's Armenian Studie,;
Program, as will the program's
new ortices in the Peters building.

"1 definitely think il will make
us more competitive," he said.

The University of California at
Los Angeles and Fresno State arc
the only public universities in thc
state to offer Armenian stutlie,;
programs. Universities with en-
dowed chairs in Armenian studie,;
are UCLA, Columbia Universi-
ty, Harvard University and the
University of Michigan.

-By Anne Dudley
Fresno Bee
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CSUN Asked to Give Course Full Status

Class in ArrrH~nian at
a Cros§foads

LimH~d Offering.~ '-.1

The foreign langllaj~";: department does not have
the $14,000 a year ne~(:~,: to hire a part-time Armen-
ian language pro('es~ol', c~:nartrnent Chairman Alvin
Ford said.

The department is limiting its offerings to com-
monly studied foreign languages such as French,
Spall.ish, (lerman, Russian and Hebrew. In the next
few years, Ford said, his department will inaugurate
courses in Japanese and Chinese as part of the uni-
versity's attempt to strengthen ties with Asian univer-
sities and businesses.

A Swahili class is offered by thc Pan-African
Studies Department and Assyrian is off~red through
the CSUN extension program.

But, since the university has no plans to add an
Armenian language professorship, the students
worry that it will become increasingly difficult to
attract academically qualified volunteers to teach the
class for a small honorarium. What's more, students
say Ihey cannot raise enough money on a regular basis
to pay an instructor even a minimal $800 a semester.

Ford would like to solve the problem by estab·
lishing an endowment that would use private contri-
butions to pay thc instructor's salary. That way, the
facultyc()ulcl be enlarged withoLiI the burden of ano-
ther salary. But establishing an endowment is no sure
thing,

Interest in the language has grown as the number
of Armenian students at CSUN has increased. There
are about 750 students of Armenian descent among
CSUN's 21,000 full-time students, Arrnenian student
leaders say.

Although ethnic pride among the Armenian
students has played a largc part in the popularity of
the class, educators say there are solid academic
reasons for offering Armenian at any college.

Used by Researchers

Biblical scholars frequently study Armenian in
order to read one of the earliest translations of the
Bible, said Q!£~n,K?y}J_r:.jian,_ director of the Ar-
menian G;,·lies program at Calif:)::iia State Univer-
sity, Fresnu. Armenian is also u:,cd byresearchers
studying Middle Eastern Literature.

Anthropologist Margaret Mead, who considered
Armenian an easy language to master, had recom-
mended that it be adopted as a universal second
language instead of Esperanto, a language developed
in the 1880s.

Apparently recognizing that importance, Har-
vard University in 1959 became the first American
college to establish a separate Armenian studies pro-

By PAMELA MORELhtN.D

Melissa Sherwood wanted to learn more (\bou t
the world of her ancestors so this fall she enrolied in
an Armenian language class at California State UJ1i-
versity, Northridge.

Lebanese emigrant Peter Tashjian signed LIP for
the course so he could brush up on the Armenian he
had learned as a child.

And Mary Burunsuzyan, who spoke an easierll
Armenian dialect in her Soviet Armenia homeland,
took the course to learn the western Armenian dialect
that is more commonly heard in the United Stales.

Although their reasons for taking the class are
different, the three are united on one issue---I.hey
want the CSUN foreign languages department to add
Armenian to its regular curriculum and pay thcir
professor's salary.

For five years, the students say, the Armenian
class has been treated like the university's stepchild.
CSUN has never paid the instructor's s,dary, leaving
the Armenian Students Assn. responsible for an
honorarium of $800 to $1,200 each semester. The
only thing CSUN has provided is a classroom.

"The system is not fair," BurunSLlzyan said.
"Why should French and Spanish professors be p,lid
by the university and not the Armellian professo-':'''

This year, for the first time, Armenian \'IW;

offered for credit on an experimental basi~; througlt
the foreign languages department and, as a result,
was listed in the college catalogue. Thirty-seven ,;[\1.

dents signed up, more than three times the number
who enro,lled the previous semesler, Bu t, despite the
growing interest, the future of the onc:c-<'i-\I'cekcias,;
remains uncertain.
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gram. Armenian language and cultural courses are
also taught at UCLA, the University of California,
Berkeley and Columbia University,

The CSUN Armenian class meets every Monday
afternoon in a large, drafty lecture room on campus,
Before the weekly session starts, most of the students
converse in English laced with the latest Valley slang.
But all English stops once instructor Hermine IVTah··

. seredjian, an energetic, strong-willed woman, walks
in. For the next three hours, only Armenian is
spoken.

Although some students already know hOI" tc
speak Armenian, the class is taught as if evefj'on,o j~;
a beginner.

By taking the semester-long course, student~; can
complete part of their general education /I~q\ljreu
ments or credits. Their reasons are more emotional.
They talk about preserving their heritage, acquiLng
the ability to talk to grandp:uents and ill-laws,
gaining insights about their background.

I,etters From Aunt

"In the past, when I would get letters from my
aunt in Armenia, I would have to give them to my
parents so they could read them (0 me," said Oevork
Shirinian, who, before this fall, could speak the
language but not read or write it.

"Now that I've taken the class, I can react her
letters myself. I think it is important for a person to
be able to speak, to read and to write in their l1a~ive
language," he added.

Because the students' feelings about the course
are so intense, its precarious status is especially dis·
turbing. Some students view the university's unwil·
lingness to commit itself to paying a professor as Pll

insult to the Armenian culture.
"I'm really upset at the school's position be-

cause it makes it seem that Armenian is not one of
the importan t languages," Sherwood said, "they
support the other languages, like Japan~se and
Chinese. They should fune! Armenian the same
way, "

Sherwood said she may start a petition drive to
demand that the university add Armenian to its curri-
culum. Other class members said they may stage
demonstrations to dramatize the need for CSUN to
fund the class.

Seel. 'Private Funding

When classes resume in January, Mahseredjian
will join Ford in seeking private funding for the
Armenian language professor.

But Ford will have to raise much more than the
$14,000 he said his department needs to hire a part-
time instructor. To make certain there is enough
money to sustain endowed positions for several
decades, CSUN guidelines require a minimum dona-
tion of $ I million for a fully endowed chair, $500,000
for a partially endowed chair and $100,000 for "spe-
cial faculty support" funds. Which amount would be
needed for the Armenian professorship has not been
decided,

While Mahseredjian agrees with the idea of an
endowment to fund the position, she wants to make
sure contributions come from a variety of sources.

"I don't think the entire responsibility should
fall on the Armenian community," she said. "This is ..
a language that has many academic applications, so
the entire community should be askerl t" ,·"r"nlJlltc."


