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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE CHAIRPERSON 

FOR THE VENTURA COUNTY COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

TO: Ventura County Board of Supervisors

FROM: Stacey B. MacDonald. Chair 

DATE: June 1991 - July 1992

INTRODUCTION

It has been a rewarding experience to serve as the Chair of the Ventura County 
Commission For Women.

The Commission has seen almost a complete turnover in members during the past 
two years, lost two long-term staff members and has now seen the resignation of 
newly hired staff and the loss of funding for that position. The Commission now 
faces an unknown future as a result of the on-going fiscal crisis of government in 
California today. In spite of these difficulties, it has managed to maintain 
consistency in its operation while continuing to go forward and explore new 
territory and options. This annual report is an honest attempt to address the 
changing role and efforts of the Commission. I have thought long and hard on its 
contents and used my experiences and experience on the Commission, along with 
my personal commitment to authenticity in government to provide a candid 
portrait of the Commission and its work. The contents of this report are my 
expressions and may not necessarily be the reflections or opinions of my fellow 
Commissioners.

WOMEN S POLITICAL APPOINTMENTS COALITION

New projects undertaken by the Commission include the very successful Women's 
Political Appointments Coalition. Several successful workshops, further outlined 
in the Committee Report, were held and produced very fruitful results.
Particular appreciation and thanks is extended to former Commissioner Kathy 
Long who. on behalf of Supervisor Kildee, was the driving force behind our 
efforts to get this program off of the ground. Supervisor Kildee's commitment 
to this project along with her fellow Board members, enabled us to achieve 
greater participation than would have otherwise been possible. I count this as 
one of our great successes of the past year. Ms. Long and I were able to 
represent the Commission and its efforts by conducting workshops at Cal



Lutheran’s Creative Options, Oxnard Women's Day and Camarillo Women's Day 
in addition to participating in the two County-wide workshops conducted by the 
Women's Political Appointment's Coalition. The Commission was able to 
attract, as speakers at it workshops, very formidable women leaders in 
California, such as Carol Whiteside, Assistant Secretary of Intergovernmental 
Relations to Governor Wilson. Anita Perez Ferguson, Vice President of the 
National Women's Political Caucus and Susan Rose. Former Executive Director 
of the Los Angeles Commission on the Status of Women. In addition, the Board 
of Supervisors' participation and appearances at the workshops showed its 
support of these efforts.

The goal of the workshops, sponsored in cooperation with the Thousand Oaks 
Chapter of AAUW and the Ventura County League of Women Voters, was to 
increase the participation of women on government boards, committees and 
commissions. Initial efforts to create a talent bank of interested persons are 
underway. Although not in progress at this point, another long-term goal of the 
Appointments Coalition is to see local governments in the County adopt gender-equity

 ordinances for boards, committees and commissions to insure the 
participation of women in government. Based on the research of the 
Commission, the County of Ventura appears to be on the leading edge in this 
arena, given the fact that at one point we had an all-woman Planning Commission 
and presently have a 4-1 ratio of women elected to the Board of Supervisors. The 
future is unknown and adoption of a gender equity ordinance at the County level 
may pave the way for local governments to follow suit. Although we have had 
men commissioners serve on the Commission for Women in the past, the 
Commission should not be excluded from our goal for gender equity. In 
"walking our talk", it would appear appropriate for the Board of Supervisors to 
consider appointing some men to the Commission for Women when vacancies 
occur. The Board of Supervisors along with local agencies are being encouraged 
to evaluate the importance of appointments by addressing such critical issues as 
entrenchment of long-term appointees, individual participation, contributions, 
attendance, and population diversity as appropriate criteria in influencing 
appointments. Specific to the Commission, the value of population diversity also 
arose during the course of the past year, and the Board may want to consider 
focusing on the make-up of the Commission to better reflect the diversity of 
Ventura County. Presently, of our fifteen members only three are non-Anglo 
women, two Afro-Americans and one Latina.

HEALTH CARE

The Commission's on-going health care committee is forging ahead on issues 
surrounding women's health and well-being. An off shoot committee is also



gathering information and investigating the possibilities of establishing 
cooperative efforts in the community to deal with the teenage pregnancy crisis as 
a result of Supervisor Susan Lacey's ongoing efforts to deal with this critical 
issue. Teenage pregnancy, when addressed, generates much discussion and 
prompts numerous individuals to offer support and encouragement to the 
Commission in dealing with this serious issue. I sincerely believe the teenage 
pregnancy matter must become a priority of the Commission and would like to 
see it work diligently toward developing a tangible program to be implemented in 
each of the Supervisorial districts within the next year. Commissioners Bysshe 
and Jones in District 1 have taken the lead in coordinating these efforts and full 
support of the Board of Supervisors is encouraged to aid them in this project. 
Statistics demand that priority attention be focused on teenage pregnancy.

Additionally, at the recommendation of the Health Care Committee, the 
Commission donated $500 to the Hispanic Nurses Association for its pap clinic 
and several of our nursing professionals volunteered and donated their time at the
clinic.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

The public relations committee has been established on an informal basis to take 
proactive steps toward creating a greater awareness of the Commission and its 
work. In line with this goal, as spokesperson for the Commission I was pleased 
to conduct interviews that generated several feature articles which appeared in 
many local newspapers as well as the Los Angeles Times. Channel 6 in Ventura 
broadcast an interview with myself and former Commissioner Long where we 
were given an opportunity to discuss the Commission and our special efforts 
surrounding the Women's Political Appointments Coalition. Special appreciation 
is extended to Steve Weingardt for his assistance in putting this program together. 
Although we have made some gains in bringing the Commission and its purpose 
to the forefront, I often find that the work it does remains very low profile and is 
unknown to other than active, organized women's groups. Special attention to 
increase knowledge of the Commission in the County would definitely enhance its 
endeavors. The Commission is one of the Board's greatest successes and it should 
be capitalized upon.

As Chair of the Commission I had the opportunity to generate special efforts to 
meet and make presentations to various women's organizations throughout the 
County regarding the Commission's work. I was particularly pleased to be able 
to make a presentation to a formal women's group at the Naval Weapons System 
in Port Hueneme. Not surprisingly, they are having difficulty with child care and 
establishing an on-site day care center. I was pleased to find they are interested 
in participating in the Child Care Council in Port Hueneme, an effort supported



by the Base Management. This cross-cooperation between the local government 
and the federal government is encouraging and can only benefit our communities 
in the long run.

CHILD CARE

Child Care, an early and successful project of the Commission continues to be of 
concern and is being monitored. As with any successful project the special 
interest groups whose primary task is to deal with child care are now ably 
handling the responsibilities and the Commission's role is to provide support 
rather than leadership in this area.

HOUSING

Homeless and housing issues are becoming more critical and in meeting this need 
Commissioner Scovill is actively monitoring housing matters by attending 
meetings of the various groups throughout the County and keeping the 
Commission informed on these issues. Her particular interest and dedication to 
this area is of great benefit to the Commission.

BATTERED WOMEN'S SHELTERS

Commissioner McGrath continues her efforts to monitor and lobby for legislator 
affecting women, particularly issues surrounding domestic violence and crimes 
against women. She is also serving as the Commission's liaison with the two 
battered women's shelters in the County. I was pleased to be able to join her on 
one of her visits to the east-valley shelter and was very impressed with the 
accommodations and services provided to these women. I might add that during 
the course of our visit. Commissioner McGrath personally offered her home to a 
Non-English speaking resident whose time limit at the shelter was close at hand 
and had no place else to go.

LEGISLATION

Commissioner McGrath, at her own expense, has spent considerable time in 
Sacramento lobbying on our behalf on serious legislative matters. As a result of 
her efforts the Commission joined with other women's organizations throughout 
the State of California in support of legislation dealing with critical issues facing 
women in California today.

LEADERSHIP TRAINING



One of the areas identified as a need in Ventura County was the need for intensive 
leadership training and awareness for women. Although leadership training was 
incorporated into the Women's Political Appointments Coalition Workshops, no 
specific emphasis was placed on the matter during the past year. It would be 
appropriate for greater attention to be focused in this area in the future.

ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION

The Commission took a proactive approach to solving some of its own budget 
problems by reorganizing the Commission office and reevaluating the services it 
provides. Late last year long-time employee and herself a former Commissioner. 
Bonnie Warrington left her part-time employment with the Commission for a 
full-time position with the Housing Authority. Prior to this the Commission, as a 
result of budget cuts, lost another part-time clerical position. As a result of Ms. 
Warrington's resignation the Commission was left in the position of operating 
without staff for several months. It was a very difficult time given the fact that 
most of the Commissioners are fully employed and serve only as volunteers to the 
Commission. The Commission maintained a respectful level of service and 
primarily staffed the office with volunteers Gwen Hutchinson and Celeste 
Weingardt. who now serves on the Commission. Both women, in addition to the 
Commissioners who gave freely of their time to keep us up and running are 
extended a heartfelt thank-you for their dedication and devotion to the 
Commission. In addition to the other duties, as Chair of the Commission during 
this difficult time, I found that many of the office tasks and clerical 
responsibilities fell on my shoulders. Access to the office was limited to the 
hours of PSSA and made it difficult to accomplish certain business given the fact 
that I work during the same hours the PSSA offices are open. As a result of my 
experiences and the number of hours devoted to administrative and clerical tasks 
during the staff vacancy, I have serious concerns about the success of the 
Commission if it does not receive some staff assistance from the Board of 
Supervisors. Although volunteers assisted us during the staff vacancy, there must 
be management, direction, guidance and consistency in the operation of the 
administrative duties of the Commission, a responsibility that presently befalls the 
Chair of the Commission.

Over the course of its ten year existence, my observation of the role of the 
Commission has seemingly grown from an appointed advisory body to the Board 
of Supervisors to informal status as an on-going Department of the County. The 
Commission regularly provides ombudsman and support services on behalf of 
individuals, non-profit organizations, professional associations, other County 
Departments and businesses on behalf of the County of Ventura. The 
Commission is also seen as a conduit by County personnel and Departments to the 
Board of Supervisors in addressing matters of particular interest and concern to



women. Examples of matters brought before the Commission include, but are 
not limited to: health care issues: out reach programs for incarcerated women 
and repeat offenders: legal, sexual harassment; spousal abuse and violence; and 
problems experienced in the District Attorney's Child Support Division both 
internally and externally, etc. The capacity to provide these services will be 
eliminated if no staff assistance is provided to the Commission. With increased 
communication by the Commission For Women with agencies established to serve 
the particular needs of women and families, these services can be successfully 
handled by non-profit organizations. The Commission may want to focus efforts 
in this direction given the fiscal constraints placed on the County by the State and 
the subsequent elimination of funds being allocated to the Commission by the 
County.

At some point it may be meaningful to clarify the purpose of positioning the 
Commission For Women under the auspices of the Public Social Services Agency 
rather than the Chief Administrator's Office or the Board of Supervisors. As 
Chair I found guidance from the County to the Commission confusing and 
lacking at times, particularly with regard to County policy it was expected to 
follow but was not especially familiar with. Commissioners are appointees of the 
Board, directed to serve the Supervisors but are accountable to the Public Social 
Services Agency as a part of its budget. This provided fertile opportunity for 
conflict, which for the most part was successfully avoided. Although the 
Commission did have staff expected to be familiar with County regulations this 
did not always prove to be the case. The Commission staff appeared to serve as 
an independent contractor rather than a representative of the County. If at some 
point the Commission has a renewed opportunity for staff assistance, I would 
highly recommend intensive training on the special nuances that surround 
operation of a Board, Committee or Commission affiliated with a governmental 
agency receiving public funds. As a City Clerk I brought a special knowledge to 
the Commission with regard to the Brown Act, Conflict of Interest Laws and 
Governmental Finance Policy that it would not normally have. This information 
is critical to the success of an appointed body, if for no other reason than to keep 
it "out of trouble, and from over-stepping its authority". The Commission is a 
political appointment and has at times dealt with political issues; as an off shoot of 
the County Government greater support on operational procedures can only 
enhance its effectiveness. It is my recommendation that the Board of Supervisors 
appoint a County staff person as Liaison to attend the meetings of the Commission 
For Women and to advise it on appropriate actions it may take. Appointment of 
a Liaison to the Commission may also provide clarity of the Board's expectations 
of the Commission. Options may include rotational attendance by Board staff or 
an on-going appointment of someone from the CAO's office with flexible work 
hours structured to eliminate any over-time requirements to attend the Saturday 
meetings. Appointment of a Liaison or more direct Board involvement may



produce such positive results as eliminating the Commission's propensity to re­
structure its organization with by-laws changes, reformulation of its goals based 
on changes in appointments and personal concerns of the members, and the on­
going conducting of survey's to solicit information which may be readily 
available given a Liaison's access to County information.

There is no doubt the Commission has taken a leadership role in addressing the 
needs of women and families in Ventura County and pioneered action in several 
critical areas such as child care and family law: however, since its formation in 
1981 significant advances and gains have also been achieved as a result of the 
increasing formation of numerous non-profit and professional organizations 
sponsored and organized specifically for women to deal with matters affecting 
women. I believe it critical that the essence of the purpose of the Commission 
For Women, from the perspective of the Board of Supervisors, be clarified 
before it can get on with its work in an effective manner. This is particularly 
important at this junction, given the budgetary and staff changes already 
implemented.

The steps the Commission took to address the fiscal crisis facing the County were 
a vital approach to reaching a more efficient level of service and economizing 
within the budget constraints placed upon us by the County of Ventura during the 
past year. As a result of these efforts a finance committee made of up executive 
board members was formed to handle financial matters of the Commission, 
particularly finances surrounding special events it sponsors. In addition to its 
County budget, the Commission now has an independent bank account with funds 
acquired by donations and fundraising to help support some of its on-going 
activities and special interests to help eliminate the need for public funds to 
accomplish its work. The Commission is a governmental entity and guidance on 
expenditures should be provided by the County to insure appropriate compliance 
with public policy and Board philosophies.

The Agenda process and packets were revised making it easier to conduct 
business at our monthly meetings and to reduce associated costs and labor.
Taking the entrepreneurial approach a $15 per month subscription fee was 
implemented to off-set the Commission's expenses in providing agendas and 
minutes to interested persons. The Commission also established a very 
cooperative relationship with the PSSA staff and now has a more open line of 
communication. Both B.J. Fitzgerald and Jan Butler are to be commended for 
their support of the Commission and its efforts while maintaining their first-line 
priority of serving the goals of the PSSA.

Lynn Sovich was hired by the Commission early this year to fill the vacancy left 
by the resignation of Bonnie Warrington. A competitive recruitment was held



and an oral board consisting of myself. Commissioner de la Selva and PSSA 
Representative Jan Butler made the final selection. Although only with the 
Commission for a short time and, gratefully in-line with the loss of funding for 
staff. Ms. Sovich was forced to resign as a result of her husband's employment 
relocation. She energetically and professionally reorganized the Commission 
office and created a very efficient, professional and organized operation. Lynn is 
to be commended for her professionalism and dedication to the Commission in 
her short tenure.

Much of the Commission's energy and effort has been directed at maintaining 
programs the past dictated were needed, such as Women's History Month, Salute 
to Women Awards, Survival Skills Day (now called the Women's Resource Fair), 
and the Family Law Forum. Some of these events have been adopted by other 
women's organizations, some have remained the responsibility of the 
Commission, and some have been returned to the Commission (Women's History 
Month). All of these events were important and may need to be maintained: 
however. I believe precious time is spent by Commissioners planning and 
coordinating special events. It may be more important for the Commission in its 
ready-made leadership capacity to focus its attention on more crucial matters 
affecting a greater number of women, such as pay-equity. sexual harassment, 
homelessness, health care issues and teenage pregnancy. Non-profit and 
professional women's organizations need to take the lead role in maintaining the 
early efforts of the Commission on its establishment of such programs as 
Women's History Month and the Salute to Women Awards. Commission efforts 
presently underway to seek "adoption" of these events by other organizations 
should be intensified to free the Commission to explore new paths.

CONCLUSION

There is an abundance of dedication and commitment by many members of the 
Commission For Women, each individual gave what they could. Commissioners 
brought truth, creativity, efficiency and dedication to the table in addressing the 
needs of the women and families in Ventura County as they saw them. It was a 
challenging year, fraught with many unforeseen difficulties around budget and 
staff reductions.

In addition to economic woes facing government today it is undergoing intensive 
scrutiny by the public and is being forced to reevaluate its role and the services it 
provides. The Commission For Women has played a formidable role in shaping 
policy around women and families in Ventura County and should continue to do 
so; however, it too must reevaluate its role and the services it can and should 
provide to best serve its constituency, women and families.



D I S T R I C T  1
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M c G r a t h 200 66 $ 0
T h o m a s 1,300 560 $ 0

T O T A L 10,699 2,368 $ 483
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The h i g h l ig h t  f o r  1991 f o r  the  H e a l th  C a re  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 
the  Pap Cl in ic  hel d  in Co lon ia ,  spon so red  by th e  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  H i s p a n i c  N u rse s  
Associa tion.  T h e  C o m m iss io n  was one o f  th e  l a rg e s t  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  
this event .  T h e  C o m m iss io n  not  on ly  gav e f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  seve ra l  
mem ber s  w o r k e d  t h a t  d a y  ass is t ing  w h e re  n ee d ed .  O v e r  100 w o m e n  ( p r i m a r i l y  
l ow -i ncom e . Spanish  s p e a k in g )  r e ce ived  p a p  sm ea rs  a n d  b r e a s t  exams .

In c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  A ID S  Walk 1992, M ar ia  L u i s a  J i m e n e z  ca m e  to spea k  to the  
C ommi t t ee .  Ms. J i m e n e z  is the  p r i m a r y  AIDS e d u c a t o r  f o r  Las  C l in ica s  del  
C am in o  del  Real .  H e r  w o r k  is fo c u sed  on e d u c a t i n g  w o r k e r s  a t  f a r m  l ab o r  camps.

The c o m m i t t e e  also c o n t i n u e s  to m o n i to r  t h e  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  Sa te l l i t e  C l in ics  
(i.e. Sou th  O x n a r d  Cl in ic) .  M em bers  c o n d u c t  p e r i o d i c  v is i t s  to ch eck  to see 
that  hea l th  ca re  needs  o f  a r e a  w o m en  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  bei ng  met .

Proposed goals f o r  th e  u p c o m i n g  y ea r  inc lude :

1. C o n t i n u e  to m o n i to r  a c t i v i t y  o f  c l in ics  a n d  issue a re p o r t .

2. C o n t i n u e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in S u p erv i so r  K i l d e e ’s H e a l t h  C a r e  F o r u m .

3. M o n i to r  A ssem bly  Bill 321: E x i s t in g  l aw  c o n t a i n s  a v a r i e t y  of 
p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  p r o v id e  h e a l t h  ca re  s e rv ic es  f o r  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  a n d  
y o u n g  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  bil l ,  am o n g  o t h e r  p ro v i s io n s ,  wi l l  e n a c t  the  
H e a l t h y  C h i l d r e n  Ac t  o f  1991, a n d  r e q u i r e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
Serv ice s  to e s t ab l i sh  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m  to p r o v i d e  p r e n a t a l  
ser vices  to p r e g n a n t  w o m en ,  a n d  c h i l d  h e a l t h  c a r e  to c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  
12 yea rs  o f  age ,  f o r  al l  w o m en  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  ine l ig ib le  f o r  
the  M ed i -C a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  do not  h a v e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  co v e rag e  f o r  
al l  o f  t h e  se r v ic e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  u n d e r  t h i s  bil l .

4. C o n t i n u e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Pap C l in ic s  s p o n s o r e d  by V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  
H i s p a n i c  N u rs e s  Associa t ion.

A n n a  M cV er ry ,  C h a i r p e r s o n

C o m m it tee  Members :  J u d y  Bysshe M a r i l y n  M a u r e r
M a r y  Jones  P a t  H a r r i s - M u r r a y
C o n n i e  L a w ra s o n  E l i za  T h o m a s

HEALTH CARE COMMITTEE ANNUAL R E P O R T /1991-1992________________________VCCFW



The P ro g r a m  C o m m i t t e e  was e s tab l i sh ed  th is  y e a r  as a n  u m b re l l a  f o r  v a r io u s  on 
going p ro g r am s  sponso re d  by the  Com miss ion .  T h ese  p r o g r a m s  a r e  the  W om en ’s 
Hi s tory  A w a rd s ,  L a w  Forums.  Salute  to Women A w a r d s ,  a n d  the  R es o u rc e  Fai r .

Women’s History Awards Program

A succes sfu l  W o m en ’s H is to ry  A w a rd s  L u n c h e o n  P r o g r a m  was  hel d  on M a r c h  14, 1992 
at  the  R ad i s so n  Sui tes  Hotel  in O x n a r d .  T w o  e d u c a to r s ,  D i a n e  D o w ler  a n d  
G e ra ld in e  Wilson as well  as c o m m u n i t y  ac t i v i s t ,  D i a n e  Z e a m b a  w e re  a w a r d e d  the  
Er ica  Nevi i l e  M em o r i a l  Alice  Pau l  A w a r d  f o r  f u r t h e r i n g  the  goal  of  "m ak in g  
women in h i s to r y  come  a l ive  in the  c l a s s r o o m ". It  was  well  a t t e n d e d  by 185 
people.

Law Forum

On S a tu rd a y ,  J u n e  27, 1992 the C o m m i s s i o n ’s F o u r t h  A n n u a l  F a m i ly  Law  F o r u m  was 
held at  O x n a r d  Col lege L ib ra ry .  T h e  d a y - lo n g  d i scuss ion on legal i ssues of  
concern  to w o m en  was f r ee  to the  publ ic .  Issues d i scu ssed  by the  p ro fe s s io n a l  
panel of  a t t o r n e y s  an d  judges  i n c luded :  I n i t i a l  C o n s id e ra t i o n s  in a Divorce ,  
C o m m u n i ty  P r o p e r ty  Issues, Chi ld  C u s to d y  a n d  V i s i t a t io n ,  Ch i ld  a n d  Spousal  
Supp or t  Issues, E n f o r c e m e n t  of  Sup p o r t ,  an d  C h i ld  C u s to d y  Med ia t ion .  A s im i l a r  
fo r u m  is in th e  p l a n n i n g  stages  f o r  Simi  V a l l ey  a n d  V e n tu r a .

Resource Fair

The C o m m i t t e e  is c u r r e n t l y  p l a n n in g  a R e s o u r c e  F a i r  to be hel d  a t  the  E s p l a n a d e  
Mall d u r i n g  the  m o n t h  of  September .  T h e  R e s o u r c e  F a i r  wi l l  p r o v id e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
of services  t h a t  a r e  av a i l a b le  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h o u t  the  coun ty . ,  
It is exp e c t ed  t h a t  ther e  wi ll  be t w e n t y - f i v e  or  m ore  c o m m u n i t y  agencies  
involved.

Salute to Women

1991 Sa lute  to Women was held  on A u g u s t  11, 1991 a t  the  f a m i l y  r a n c h  o f  J u d g e  
Char l es  an d  Beve r le e  M cG ra th .  Bever lee  is a m e m b e r  o f  the  V e n t u r a  C o u n ty  
Commiss ion f o r  Women.  Women of  A c h i e v e m e n t  f o r  1991 w e re  as fol lows:

C ategory  an d  W i n n e r ’s Name:
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"The Arts"
M ar ia n n e  T o r r a n c e  E lc a r  
Santa Pau la

"Business"
J u a n i t a  S a n f o r d  
O x n a rd

"Hea l th"
M a r y  E. Sch ro ck ,  R.N. 
O x n a r d

" E d u c a t i o n ”
J a c q u e l i n e  R i c h a r d s o n  
Simi  Va l l ey



1991 Women o f  A c h ie v e m e n t  C o n t i n u e d  

C a teg o ry  a n d  W i n n e r ’s Name:

"Communi ty  Service"  
D o ro th y  J. Eng le  
T h o u s a n d  O ak s

"Media"
N a n cy  S. C l o u t i e r  
V e n tu r a

"L aw  E n f o r c e m e n t  
L i sa  C. R a g o n e  
V e n t u r a

"Y oung  Woman  o f  the  Year"  
Mel issa  M. M ac ia s  
S a n t a  P a u l a

This  y ea r  the  Com m iss ion  wi l l  h o ld  i ts a n n u a l  S a lu t e  to Women  o f  A c h i e v e m e n t  on 
O c to be r  18, 1992 a t  the  H i l t o n  H o te l  in O x n a r d .  T h e  V e n t u r a  P r o f e s s io n a l  
Women’s N e t w o r k  wi l l  co -sponsor  th i s  even t .  T h i s  moves  us f o r w a r d  in o u r  goal  
of  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  in v o l v e m e n t  a m o n g  w o m e n ’s g ro u p s  in V e n t u r a  C o u n ty .

Carol  A n n  B rey m an ,  C h a i r p e r s o n

C o m m i t t ee  Member s :  J u d y  Bysshe
C o n n ie  L a w r a s o n  
S tacey M a c D o n a l d  
V i r g in i a  R o g a l s k y

J e a n n e t t e  Scovi l l  
A u r o r a  de  la Selva  
El i za  T h o m a s



Shelter services fo r the v ictim s o f dom estic v iolence and  th e ir  ch ild ren  are 
being provided  by In te rfa c e  in East C ounty  - Simi V alley , and  by the C oalition  
A gainst H ousehold V iolence in West C ounty  - V en tura . T he co n trac ts  aw arded  by 
the C ounty o f V en tu ra , P ub lic  Social Services Agency (PSSA), fo r  provision  of 
these shelters are in acco rdance  w ith  C h ap te r 146 o f the  S ta tu te  o f 1980, 
W elfare & In s titu tio n s  Code Section 189290 et seq.. F u n d in g  fo r  con tracts  is 
provided by the C oun ty  D om estic V iolence P rogram s’ Special F und , com m only 
refe rred  to as Presley m oney or the  Presley Bill.

The Commission fo r  W omen’s R ep resen ta tiv e , Beverlee M cG rath , assists in 
m onitoring these shelters  th ro u g h  on-site v isits, rev iew  of s ta tis tica l 
reports, and m eetings w ith  D irec to rs  o f Services. On a q u a rte r ly  basis, she 
reports her f in d in g  to PSSA’s P rogram  M anager and  to the Com m ission fo r  Women.

This year, due to the a d d itio n a l stress on fam ilies  caused  by the econom ic 
crisis in V entura  C ounty , both b a tte red  wom en shelters a re  o pera ting  at fu ll 
capacity . These shelters  co n tin u e  to p rov ide  suppo rtive  p rogram s fo r  women and 
their ch ild ren  such as counseling , baby sitting , and e d u ca tio n a l assistance. 
The env ironm ent is w arm  and  in v itin g , the prem ises a re  well kept and clean, and 
the s ta f f  is very  caring.

Women from  all races and  econom ic classes can f in d  them selves in an abusive 
relationship . O ften  wom en w ill endu re  abuse ra th e r  th an  leave a "secure" 
environm ent. Both o f these fa c ilitie s  o f fe r  24 hour s ta f f in g , c lo th ing , food, 
and to iletries m aking the tra n s itio n  from  hav ing  som eone else p rov id ing  fo r you 
to being the p ro v id e r easier.

Beveriee M cG rath 
Women’s Shelter M onitor
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H ous ing  C o m m i t t e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e a n n e t t e  Scovii l  h a s  m e t  w i t h  ag en c ie s  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  e i t h e r  a s p e a k e r  f r o m  the  C o m m is s io n  or  
p a r t i c ip a t i o n  in o n -g o in g  w o rk  to p ro v ide  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  
fa m i l i e s  in V e n t u r a  C o u n t y .

N E T W O R K I N G  F O R  H O U S I N G  IN  V E N T U R A  C O U N T Y
VCCFW  is a m e m b e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  "N etwork ing"  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Scovi i l  serves  
on the  B oard  o f  D i r e c to r s .  T h i s  p r o g ra m  seeks  to poo l  r e s o u rce s  to p r o v i d e  
f u n d i n g  fo r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a f f o r d a b l e  hous ing  o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  ex i s t in g  
h ous ing  to m e e t  p r e s s in g  need.  Com miss ioner  Scovi i l  s p o k e  b e f o r e  the  M o o r p a r k  
Ci ty  C o u n c i l  d u r i n g  A p r i l  r e g a r d i n g  "Block G r a n t "  f u n d s .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was  
a fo l l o w -u p  to a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  f o r  f u n d i n g .  E a c h  c i t y  h a s  bee n  i n v i t e d  to 
c o n t r i b u t e  to a n d  seek g r a n t s  f r o m  the  "N e tw o rk in g "  l o a n  f u n d .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  
are  accep ted  in t h e  fa l l .  Six V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  c i t ies  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to th i s  
f u n d  a n d  ar e  w i t h i n  t h e  " e n t i t l e m e n t  area".

C I T I Z E N  P L A N N E R S  O F  V E N T U R A  C O U N T Y
Co m m iss io n e r  Scovi i l  is C h a i r  o f  the  Board  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of  the  
T r i -V a l l ey  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o m m i t t e e  w h ich  is p a r e n t  to C i t i z e n  Pla n n e r s  of  
V e n tu r a  C o u n t y  (C PVC ).  C P C V  p u b l i s h ed  a w o r k b o o k  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p l a n n i n g  
p r i nc ip le s  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  l iv ing in V e n tu ra  C o u n ty .  T h e  book "Vision a n d  
Pr inciples"  r e p re s e n t s  P hase  I o f  a seven ser ies  p h as e  p ro jec t .  T h i s  p ro j ec t  
seeks to i n v o lv e  c i t i z en s  in p l an n in g  new  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  d i r e c t i n g  
r e -d e v e lo p m e n t  t h a t  is e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  sound  w h i l e  s t i l l  p r o v i d i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  
co m m u n i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  a f f o r d a b l e  housing  ac cess ib le  to all .  C o m m is s io n e r  
Scovi il  has  c o n d u c t e d  s ix  c o m m u n i t y  p l a n n in g  w o r k s h o p s  d u r i n g  th e  s p r in g  o f
1992 a n d  th i s  w o r k  is o n g o ing .

V E N T U R A  C O U N T Y  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  F U N D I N G
F O R  F A M I L Y  S E L F  S U F F I C I E N C Y  G R A N T  P R O P O S A L  T O  H U D .
C o m m iss io n e r  Scovi i l  s e r v e d  on C o m m i t t ee s  o r g a n iz e d  by  R o c h e l l e  S te p h en s  o f  the  
A re a  H o u s in g  A u t h o r i t y  to seek f u n d i n g  f o r  a m ode l  p r o g r a m  to p r e - d a t e  m a n d a t e d  
p ro g ram s  to e n c o u r a g e  " f a m i l y  se l f - su ff i c i ency" .  T h e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  H U D  p r o g r a m  
is to c o o r d i n a t e  the  e f f o r t s  o f  PSSA age nc ie s  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to assist  
f a m i l i e s  in b r e a k i n g  a w a y  f r o m  w e l f a r e  d e p e n d e n c y ,  a n d  to a c q u i r e  ski l ls  a n d  
l everage  to p u r c h a s e  hous ing .

F O R U M  ON T H E  N E E D S O F  WO MEN WHO A R E  H O M E L E S S - M A R C H  19, 1 9 9 2 -V E N T U R A  
V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  Women’s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  J e a n n e t t e  Scovi i l  
a t t e n d e d  th i s  ev e n t .  She m a d e  a p re s en ta t i o n  on th e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  m ee t in g  t imes  
an d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  i n v o l v e m e n t  a n d / o r  co m m en t .
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The most  n o t ab le  acco m p l i s h m en t s  in V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  c h i l d  c a r e  d u r i n g  the  pas t  
year  in c lu d e  F e d e r a l  Block Gra n t s .  F a m i ly  to F a m i ly  I n i t i a t i v e ,  a n d  Week o f  the  
Y oung  C h i ld  ce le b ra t ions .

Fe de ra l  Block G r a n t s  we re  re cen t ly  r e ce ived  a n d  a r e  the  r e s u l t  o f  th e  e f f o r t s  
of  the  C h i ld  C a r e  P la n n i n g  C ounc i l  w h ic h  w as  e s t a b l i s h e d  in J u n e  1991. T h e  
counci l ,  f o r m e d  w i t h  the  help  of  S uperv i so rs  L a c e y  a n d  H o w a r d ,  i n c l u d e d  
r e p r e s en t a t i v e s  f r o m  school d i s t r ic ts ,  colleges,  c i t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  hom e d a y  
care,  a n d  y o u t h  services .  T h r o u g h  a series o f  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
meet ings ,  the  co u n c i l  dev e lo ped  a p lan  i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  local  p r i o r i t y  o f  ch i ld  
care needs  as shown:

#1 S C H O O L  A G E  56%
# 2  I N F A N T / T O D D L E R  22%
# 3  S PE C IA L  N E E D S  20%
# 4  P R E - S C H O O L  12%

Federal  g ra n t s  t o ta l l i n g  $750,000 have been r e ce iv ed  to d a te .  T h e  re c ip i en t s  
of these  f u n d s  in c lu d e  Ch i ld  D ev e lo p m e n t  R e sourc e ,  S a n ta  P a u l a  School  D is t r ic t ,  
Chi ld  D ev e lo p m e n t .  Inc. an d  V e n tu r a  School  D is t r i c t .  T h e r e  is hope  t h a t  
ad d i t i o n a l  T i t le  4A f u n d i n g  may  come  th r o u g h  w h i c h  w o u l d  help  p r o v id e  fo r  
t r an s i t i o n a l  c h i ld  ca re ,  e m a n c i p a t e d  minors ,  an d  q u a l i t y  cont ro l .

Th e F a m i ly  to F a m i l y  I n i t i a t i v e  is a N a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  f u n d e d  by M e r v y n ’s / D a y t o n  
H udson  F o u n d a t i o n .  It is a t h re e  y ea r  p r o g r a m  p r e s e n t e d  t h r o u g h  the  
coop e ra t i v e  e f f o r t  o f  C h i ld  D e v e lo p m e n t  R es o u rc e ,  O x n a r d  Col lege,  a n d  the  
F am i ly  D a y c a re  Associa t ions .  Th is  is a p r o j e c t  to r e c r u i t  a n d  t r a i n  f a m i l y  
chi ld  ca re  p ro v id e r s .  It o f f e r s  a bas ic 1 1 /2  u n i t  (24 cour se  w o r k  hours)  
chi ld  ca re  cours e  t h a t  focuses  on hea l th  a n d  s a f e t y ,  ch i ld  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  
b e h a v io r a l  ac t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  business  a n d  re co rd  k e e p in g  as pect s  o f  hom e ch i ld  
care.  A d d i t i o n a l  courses  ar e  o f f e r e d  in a d v a n c e d  p r o v i d e r  ca re ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  
and a c c r e d i t a t i o n .  A to ta l  of  140 people h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  F a m i l y  to 
F am i ly  b e g in n in g  classes,  40 in a c c r e d i t a t i o n  sem in a r s ,  a n d  30 in p ro v i d e r s  
Chi ld  Care  I n i t i a t i v e  Project .  T h e  C h i ld  C a re  I n i t i a t i v e  P ro jec t  is a 
r e c r u i t m e n t  a n d  t r a i n i n g  projec t  fo r  n ew  home ca re  p r o v i d e r s  in T h o u s a n d  Oaks ,  
Moorp a rk ,  a n d  C a m a r i l l o  w h ich  receives  h a l f  o f  its f u n d i n g  f r o m  local  
businesses.  Some o f  the  V e n tu r a  C o u n t y  sponsors  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in th is  p ro jec t  
are  G T E ,  C one jo  Los Robles  R eg iona l  M ed ica l  C en te r ,  B a n k  o f  A m e r i c a ,  the  C one jo  
Val ley  E m p lo y er s  C h i ld  Task  Force ,  1st Sta te B a n k  o f  the  O a ks ,  R o c k w e l l ,  a n d  
V e n tu r a  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y  F o u n d a t io n .

F am i ly  to F a m i ly  is des igned  to become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  by  D e c e m b e r  1993, the  
end o f  its t h i r d  year .

V e n tu r a  C o u n t y  is also one of  only  25 d e s ig n a te d  a r e a s  to re c e iv e  f u n d i n g  f o r  a 
su p p lem en ta l  "Chi ld  C are  Aware"  p ro jec t  w h i c h  was  l a u n c h e d  J u l y  1992. Its 
purpose  is to e d u c a t e  parents ;  help th em  i d e n t i f y  q u a l i t y  i n d i c a t o r s  in ch i ld  
care a n d  p r o v id e  co m p r e h e n s iv e  r e f e r r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  C h i ld  C a r e  A w a r e  p l ans  to
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have a f lo a t in the  C oun ty  F a ir  P arade , in fo rm a tio n  tab les  a t M e rv y n ’s and  
T arg e t stores and  they  also p lan  to have a booth  a t the  C om m ission  fo r  W omen’s 
Resource F a ir  th is fa ll.

The w eek o f the Y oung C h ild  was observed  th is  past A p ril w ith  w ell a tte n d ed  
"Day in the  P a rk ” ce leb ra tions  th ro u g h o u t V en tu ra  C ounty . T h e re  was also a 
rally  held  a t the  C ounty  G overnm en t C en te r w ith  the them e "O U R H E A R T S A R E  IN 
Y O U R HANDS". T he an n u a l V en tu ra  C oun ty  A.E.Y.C. b a n q u e t on A p ril 9 th  honored  
people in six  categories fo r  o u ts ta n d in g  ach ievem en t in ch ild  care . A d d itio n a l 
aw ards w ere p resen ted  to six a c c re d ite d  fam ily  ch ild  care  p ro v id e rs  an d  seven 
accred ited  centers.

The C om m ission fo r Women is com m itted  to im prov ing , e x p a n d in g  an d  p rom oting  
q u a lity  ch ild  care and  w ill co n tin u e  to su p p o rt these e f fo r ts  th ro u g h  ac tive  
p a rtic ip a tio n  w ith the C hild  C are  N etw ork  an d  o th e r agencies w ith  s im ila r 
purpose.

Celeste W eingardt 
C hild  C are L iaison

CHILD CARE UPDATE FOR TH E ANNUAL REPORT CONTINUED/1991-1992_________VCCFW



U nder the d irec tion  o f C om m issioner K a th y  Long, co -cha ir o f the  V en tu ra  C ounty  
Commission fo r Women, the pub lic  m eetings o f 1991 cu lm in a te d  in a w orkshop 
en titled  "DON’T BE LA TE FO R  Y O U R  APPOINTM ENT". T h is ev en t was co-sponsored 
by the A m erican A ssociation of U n iv e rs ity  Women (AAUW ), T h o u san d  Oaks branch. 
The w orkshop was held in co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the a lre a d y  p lan n ed  D istric t 2 
ou treach  fo r 1991. This tr ia d  of cooperation  p roved  very  successfu l. The 
active p lanning  period  a ttra c te d  ta le n te d  com m unity  women.

The mission of the w orkshop was to raise the level o f u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the 
appoin tm ents process, assist w om en getting  appo in ted , p u b lic ize  the newly 
com piled WPAC T a len t Bank fo rm , and  to encourage w om en to p a r tic ip a te  in WPAC 
and file  a T alen t Bank fo rm . A d d itio n a lly , p a rtic ip a n ts  w ere in fo rm ed  of the 
b roader work of the C om m ission fo r  Women and asked  to com plete a "needs 
assessm ent" com piled by D is tric t 2.

"Don’t be Late fo r your A ppoin tm ent" was held S a tu rd a y , O ctober 5, 1991 at 
T housand Oaks L ib rary . Speakers included  V en tu ra  C oun ty  Superv isors K ildee, 
V anderK olk. Lacey, and H ow ard. O ther speakers w ere Susan Rose, fo rm er 
Executive D irector of the Los A ngeles Com m ission on the S ta tu s of Women, 
B arbara Pieper from  G overnor W ilson’s o ffic e , Judy  L azar and  Elois Z eanah, 
Council members fo r T housand  O aks, S tella Spray, O xnard  C ity  P lan n in g  Com m ission 
and L aura New m an, fo rm er V en tu ra  C oun ty  P lanning  C om m ission m em ber.

Several V entura  C ounty  Superv isors assisted in the  p u b lic ity  an d  p repara tions  
fo r this event. WPAC m em bers a re  in deb ted  to S uperv iso r M agie K ildee who 
encouraged them  to fo rm  th is  co a litio n  and  m ade tim e to p rep are  a public  
service announcem ent fo r local telev ision , to S uperv iso r V icky  H ow ard fo r 
giving them  an in te rv iew  a t the  W omen’s F o rtn ig h tly  C lub  in  M oorpark  th a t was 
a ired  on te lev ision , and  to S uperv iso r M aria V anderK olk  fo r  p rep a rin g  a public  
service announcem ent and  fo r  rev iew ing  and  o ffe r in g  im p o rta n t suggestions fo r 
the "needs assessm ent survey". Je an n e tte  and  P eter Scoviil film ed  and  ed ited  
television clips and  d is tr ib u te d  them  to cable com panies. C eleste and  Stephen 
W eingardt d is tr ib u ted  them  to m ajor netw orks. The w orkshop  d rew  130 in terested  
women.

Com m issioner Long stepped  dow n from  the Com m ission fo r  Women to accept a 
position as Aide to S uperv iso r K ildee. She was succeeded  by Com m issioner 
Scoviil as C hair of WPAC m id-term .

The Commission fo r  Women co-sponsored th ree  w om en’s day  events a t local 
colleges: C reative  O p tions C al L u th e ra n  U niversity -M arch  7, 1992 

C am arillo  W omen’s D ay -O xnard  C ollege-A pril 11, 1992 
O xnard  W omen’s D ay-

L ite ra tu re  was ava ilab le  and  w orkshops were held  fe a tu rin g  in fo rm a tio n  on being 
appo in ted  to Boards and  Com m issions. L eadersh ip  tra in in g , designed by 
Com m issioner Stacey M acD onald , C hairperson  was also included . C hairperson  
M acD onald and  K a th y  Long led each o f the th ree  w orkshops. The m em bers of WPAC 
would like to thank  K a th y  fo r  her co n tin u ed  in te res t and  p a rtic ip a tio n .
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A second "DON'T BE LA TE FO R  YO U R A PPOINTM ENT" w orkshop was held  Saturday, May 
9, 1992 at the  V en tu ra  C oun ty  G overnm en t C en ter. T h is even t was co-sponsored 
by the V en tu ra  C oun ty  League o f Women V oters u n d e r the  d irec tio n  o f K a tie  
Fellows. C om m issioner Scovill a tte n d ed  u n it m eetings in O ja i, O xnard , V en tu ra , 
and T housand O aks as w ell as the  jo in t m on th ly  m eeting .

Forum  speakers in c lu d ed  V en tu ra  C oun ty  Superv iso rs John  F lynn , M aggie K ildee, 
M aria V anderK olk . O th er speakers w ere C aro l W hiteside, Women in G overnm ent 
A ssistant S ecre tary , In te rg o v ern m e n ta l R ela tions, S tate  o f C a lifo rn ia , Susan 
Rose, K athy  Long, a n d  K ris  K uzm ich  from  Jack  O 'Connell's o ffice . Com m issioner 
C hairperson S tacey M acD onald  was a p an e lis t an d  cond u c ted  leadersh ip  self 
aw areness exercises. T h is  ev en t a ttra c te d  ap p ro x im ate ly  70 in te re s ted  wom en.

Thanks to S uperv isors F ly n n , E rickson  K ildee, and  V an d e rK o lk  fo r  th e ir  tim e in 
film ing  public  serv ice  announcem en ts  to p u b lic ize  th is  even t. Also thanks to 
cam era o p era to r P e te r Scovill, ed ito r Je a n n e tte  Scovill, and  d is tr ib u to r  
Celeste W eingardt.

WPAC meets the  second W ednesday o f each  m onth . The m em bers w ould  like to th an k  
Rochelle S tephens o f the  A rea H ousing A u th o rity  fo r  hosting  m eetings d u rin g  the 
spring. D uring sum m er an d  fa ll of 1992 m eetings w ill be held  a t the C am arillo  
A irport C onference  C en ter. U pcom ing p lans in c lu d e  a series o f "brown bag" 
lunches to m eet m en to rs  and  a n o th e r  "D on’t be Late fo r  your A ppointm ent" 
w orkshop schedu led  fo r  N ovem ber 14th in  M oorpark . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to Celeste 
W eingardt. new ly  a p p o in te d  C om m issioner and  f ir s t  WPAC "graduate".

WOMEN’S POLITICAL APPOINTMENTS COALITION CONTINUED/1991-1992________ VCCFW



J U D Y  B Y S S H E

Judy Bysshe was ap po in ted  to the V en tu ra  C ounty  Com m ission fo r  Women in 
Jan u ary , 1992. She is serving on the H ealth  C are and  P rogram  C om m ittee , was a 
m em ber of the  W omen’s H istory  P rogram  P lann ing  C om m ittee, and  is C h a ir  o f the 
Teen P regnancy  Com m ittee.

Ms. Bysshe is c u rre n tly  A ssistan t P rin c ip a l, C u rricu lu m  and In s tru c tio n , a t 
Buena H igh School. She is also the P resid en t o f the O jai F ilm  Society, an 
o ffic e r  in V en tu ra  A d m in is tra to rs ’ A ssociation  and  an o f f ic e r  in A ssocia tion  of 
C a lifo rn ia  School A dm in istra to rs .

A 26 year res id e n t o f V en tu ra , c o m m is s io n e r  Bysshe a tten d ed  U.C. B erkeley  as a 
Russian m ajor. She has spent 23 years in ed u ca tio n  and  has been invo lved  in a 
varie ty  of com m unity  endeavors. She devotes her tim e to e d u ca tio n , the 
env ironm ent, the a rts , and equ ity  issues fo r m ino rities  and  women. Because of 
her close ties w ith  the schools, she is p a rticu la rly  concerned  abou t teen 
pregnancy, gangs and  g irl’s invo lvem ent in gangs, and  equal job o p p o rtu n itie s  
for young wom en. She is also concerned  abou t the pervasive so c ia liza tio n  
through the m edia w hich d efines  wom en, and  m en’s and  w om en’s re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  
and a ttitu d e s  tow ard  one ano ther.
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M A R Y  J O N E S

M ary Jones has a M asters D egree in  N ursing  from  U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  Los 
A ngeles (UCLA). She has been a R eg iste red  N urse fo r  tw e n ty  tw o  years and  a 
N urse P ra c titio n e r  specia liz ing  in W omen’s H ealth  C are fo r  s ix te e n  o f those 
years.

M ary c u rre n tly  has an  in d ep en d en t solo p rac tice  as a N urse  P ra c titio n e r . She 
is a p a rt- tim e  in s tru c to r  fo r  the UCLA School o f N u rs in g  a n d  also w orks 
p a rt- tim e  fo r  V en tu ra  College in the  S tu d en t H ea lth  C enter.

In a d d itio n  to her busy w ork schedu le . M ary publishes a b i-m o n th ly  n ew sle tte r 
e n title d  W omen’s L ink  to H ealth . She has also p ro d u ced  a v ideo  en titled  
M enopause 90’s Style. M ary enjoys p resen ting  sem inars on issues p e rta in in g  
to w om en’s health .

Mrs. Jones is on the Board of D irec to rs  fo r Big B rothers-B ig  S isters  in V en tu ra  
C ounty , is a m em ber of T oastm asters, and  is also invo lved  w ith  v a rio u s  w om en’s 
o rg an iza tio n s  th ro u g h o u t the coun ty . Her ap p o in tm en t to the  C om m ission fo r 
Women began in N ovem ber 1991. She is a m em ber o f L e a d ersh ip  D evelopm en t and  
the H ealth  C are  C om m ittee.

M ary is m arried  and  the m other o f tw o ch ild ren ; Joseph, 19 an d  M ichae l, 11.
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C E L E S T E  W E I N G A R D T

Celeste W eingardt was ap p o in ted  to the V en tu ra  C oun ty  C om m ission fo r  Women in 
A pril, 1992 by Superv isor Susan Lacey. Celeste s ta tes  th a t  she had  alw ays had 
an in terest in governm ent but had no idea how she cou ld  f i t  in u n til she 
a ttended  a m eeting o f the W omen’s P o litica l A p p o in tm en ts  C oalition  (WPAC). 
There she learned  ab o u t the  Com m ission fo r Women; th ro u g h  w hich  she is now 
able to be ac tiv e ly  invo lved  and  u tilize  her en th u s ia sm  and  expertise. 
Com m issioner W eingardt is an execu tive m em ber of W PAC, lia ison  to the C hild 
Care C oord inating  C ouncil, and  a m em ber o f the f a m i ly  Law  F orum  plann ing  
com m ittee.

Ms. W eingardt feels th a t  the Com m ission is in a position  to m ake an  app reciab le  
im pact in th is com m unity  as a ra lly ing  po in t fo r w om en’s issues. She would 
like to see it become an even more visible fo rce  in the  C oun ty  by d is tr ib u tin g  
a new sletter, using a m entor program  fo r WPAC, and  h o ld in g  lunch  tim e "brown 
bag" speaker’s m eetings in a d d itio n  to the various fo ru m s and  special events 
a lready  being sponsored. She also feels the C om m ission shou ld  pursue the use 
of public access telev ision  to bring subjects o f im p o rtan ce  to a g rea ter num ber 
of women as well as step up e ffo r ts  to w ork in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  o ther 
established w om en’s o rg an iza tio n s  w ith  common goals.

Celeste is a G raph ics A rtis t fo r M iller M agazines. H er husband , Steve 
W eingardt. is R egional M anager fo r  C en tu ry  C able. T hey  reside  in  V en tu ra  w ith 
their two ch ild ren ; D avid , 12 an d  A llison, 6.
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C A R O L  A N N  B R E Y M A N

Carol Ann B reym an was ap p o in ted  by S uperv iso r M aria  V a n d e rK o lk  in Ja n u a ry , 
1991. She received  a B achelor o f A rts in E d u c a tio n  from  A rizona S tate 
U n iversity  and  c u rre n tly  a tten d s g rad u a te  school a t C a lifo rn ia  L u th e ran  
U niversity . C aro l’s d iverse  background  in c lu d es  f iv e  years as E xecu tive  
D irecto r of Phoenix  Special Program s, Inc. (a n o n -p ro f it  ed u ca tio n a l 
corpora tion), agen t fo r  C oldw ell B anker an d  m an ag e r o f Beck R ealty . A fte r  
fin ish in g  her degree, Carol com bined  th is ex p e rien ce  a n d  becam e a program  
consu ltan t to business and  schools. She co n d u c te d  a needs assessm ent and  
designed com m unity  school program s fo r  C re ig h to n  E le m e n ta ry  School D is tric t. 
Her com m unity  and  po litica l invo lvem en t led he r to serve  as m anager o f the 
cam paign o ffic e  fo r  her frie n d , C aro lyn  W arner, w hen Ms. W arner ran  fo r 
G overnor of A rizona.

During Ms. B reym an’s ten u re  as a h isto ry  teach e r a t an  in te r -u rb a n  h igh school 
in Phoenix, she was the A cadem ic D ecath lon  C oach and  g if te d  fa c ili ta to r . She 
served as school rep re sen ta tiv e  to the D is tr ic t’s U. S. Core C om petency 
Program . At the  school level, she p a rtic ip a te d  in d eve lop ing  a U.S. H istory  
outcom e based cu rricu lu m . Her in te rest in e d u c a tio n  e x te n d e d  to serv ing  as a 
counselor fo r Phi D elta  K a p p a ’s W estern cam p fo r  p ro sp ec tiv e  teachers fo r  two 
years p rio r to m oving to C a lifo rn ia .

Her specialty , "w om en’s h istory", as well as he r e x p e rien ce  as a single w om an 
fo r 15 years led to an  in te res t in w om en’s issues. T h is  in te re s t was fu r th e r  
in ten sified  as she saw  the needs o f un reso lved  w om en’s issues re flec ted  in 
s tuden ts she tau g h t and  led to the  accep tance  o f an  ap p o in tm en t to the 
Com m ission fo r  Women.

Since jo in ing  the Com m ission, C arol has served  on th e  W omen’s R esource 
Com m ittee an d  has been a lia ison  to the  C h ild  C are  C o o rd in a tin g  C ouncil. She 
was C hairm an  of the 1992 W omen’s H isto ry  A w ard  lu ncheon  and  is c u rre n tly  
serving as C h a irm an  o f the P rogram  C om m ittee. C om m issioner B reym an is also an 
active m em ber o f the  W omen’s P o litica l A p po in tm en ts  C o a litio n .

In ad d itio n  to her w ork w ith  the C om m ission, she has served  on the Policy 
C om m ittee of the V en tu ra  Schools’ F edera l C re d it U n ion  a n d  in  A p ril, 1992 was 
elected to th e ir  Board o f D irectors.
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P A T  H A R R IS - M U R R A Y

Pat H arris-M urray  was ap p o in ted  to the  V en tu ra  C oun ty  C om m ission fo r  Women in 
May 1991 by S uperv isor M aria V anderK o lk . A reg iste red  nu rse  fo r  over 18 years, 
Pat has been in p riv a te  p rac tice  as a psychiatric nurse  th e ra p is t fo r  the last 
six years. H er p rac tice  specia lties  inc lude  ad u lts  w ith  re la tio n sh ip  issues 
such as: ad u lt ch ild ren  of alcoholics, codependen ts, and  ad u lts  w ith  
depression. She also teaches stress m anagem ent and  p rov ides psychological 
support fo r persons liv ing  w ith  ch ro n ic  illness. Since 1986, she has been an 
in stru c to r at The L earn ing  Tree in T housand  O aks and  has tau g h t such varied  
courses as m ed ita tio n  and  re lax a tio n , assertive  com m unica tion , anger w orkshops, 
the m in d /b o d y  connection , g rie f  w ork, and  th e ra p eu tic  com m unication . She 
received th e ir  T each er A w ard fo r Excellence in 1987 and  1990.

As a com m unity  vo lun teer, Pat has p resen ted  various m enta l hea lth  sem inars and  
workshops th ro u g h o u t V en tu ra  C ounty . She has been a w orkshop in s tru c to r  fo r 
"Creative O ptions - A D ay fo r Women" at C a lifo rn ia  L u th e ra n  U n iv e rs ity  every 
year since 1987.

Before earn ing  her M aster’s Degree in C om m unity  M ental H ea lth  from  UCLA, in
1985. Pat w orked as a hosp ita l nurse  in the  acu te  care  u n its  (IC U , CCU, and  
em ergency rooms) o f various Los A ngeles hosp ita ls. She w orked  as a s ta f f  
nurse, head nurse  an d  superv isor. In 1977, she m oved to K e tc h ik a n , A laska and  
was the h o sp ita l’s evening  superv iso r. In 1980 she re tu rn e d  to Los A ngeles to 
continue her nu rsing  education  and  w orked  as a s ta f f  nu rse  in acu te  care  w hile 
a tten d in g  college. In 1982 she m arried , R ic h a rd , an d  m oved to O ak P ark  in
1986.

Pat had  been looking fo r  a way to become m ore invo lved  in  the  com m unity  and  to 
give back some o f the  g ifts  and  joys she had  com e to know . H er w ork w ith  wom en 
and th e ir  challenges on a d a ily  basis com bined  w ith  her v a ried  backg round  has 
given her a keen aw areness of the issues faced  by w om en in our society. She is 
a m em ber o f L eadersh ip  D evelopm ent, P ublic  R ela tions, and  the H ealth  C are 
Com m ittee. Mrs. M urray  is looking fo rw ard  to fu r th e r  serv ice  on the  Com m ission 
for Women.
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J E A N N E T T E  S C O V I L L

Jean n e tte  Scovill s ta r te d  h e r fa m ily  an d  p lan ted  a back y ard  gard en  28 years ago 
in M arin  C ounty , n o rth  o f San F rancisco . As her g a rd en  g rew  she began 
com posting. As h e r fam ily  grew  she developed  a sum m er re c re a tio n  p rog ram  fo r 
the local e lem en ta ry  school a n d  began backpack ing  in the S ie rra  N evada 
m ountains. She becam e a T ra in in g  D irec to r fo r  the Cam p F ire  G irls  o f A m erica  
and ta u g h t Cam p F ire  L eaders how  to be reso u rcefu l in p lan n in g  p ro g ram m in g  an d  
in the  use o f recycled  m a te ria ls  fo r  c r a f t  projects.

In G ilroy , J e a n n e tte  in it ia te d  a p rogram  to p rov ide  a l ib ra ry  fo r  the  local 
school and  was a C ub Scout D en L eader. W orking w ith  the c ity  an d  developers 
she im plem ented  a w a te r co n se rv a tio n  program  w hereby  Scouts in sta lled  
conserva tion  devices th ro u g h o u t th e  com m unity .

In Salinas, J e a n n e tte  developed  an d  im plem ented  a W omen’s R e -e n try  P rogram  fo r  
H artnell C om m unity  College. She was elected  to the C a lifo rn ia  Post S econdary  
Com m ission w here she rep re sen ted  103 com m unity  colleges com prised  of 1.25 
m illion studen ts.

Mrs. Scovill was the M ary land  S ta te  C h a irm an  of the A rts fo r  M a ry la n d ’s W omen’s 
Club. She also m anaged  a com pany  ca lled  W rap-Aw ay w hich  has been  fe a tu re d  on 
the O prah  W infrey  Show. When she a n d  her husband  cam e to T h o u san d  O aks, she 
m anaged a local v itam in  sto re , th en  a h ea lth  food store. As P re s id e n t o f the 
A m erican  N u tr it io n  Society , she p ro v id e d  the  Conejo V alley w ith  fo u r  y ea rs  of 
n u tr itio n a l ed u c a tio n  and  ta u g h t a lle rg y  f re e  cooking.

She is C h a irm an  of the  B oard o f the C a lifo rn ia  V eg e tarian  A ssocia tion , a 
sta tew ide , n o n -p ro f it  o rg an iz a tio n  devo ted  to im prov ing  ou r e n v iro n m en t by 
prom oting  the  v e g e ta ria n  life s ty le . Jean n e tte  has p lan n ed  P ub lic  Access 
telev ision  shows w hich  fe a tu re  In te rn a tio n a l V egetarian  C uisine . She also 
produces, hosts, and  ed its  a w eek ly  show called  "Focus on the  E nv ironm en t"  
w hich a irs  T uesday , 7:30 p.m. and  T h u rsd ay , 7:00 p.m. on C h an n e l 8. In 
ad d itio n , Je an n e tte  is P re sid en t o f the T ri-V alley  E n v iro n m en ta l C om m ittee  
w hich brings E a rth  D ay to o u r C ounty . She was recen tly  honored  by the 
D epartm en t o f C onservation  as one o f th ree  recognized th ro u g h o u t the  S tate  fo r 
her in d iv id u a l c o n tr ib u tio n  to recycling .

C om m issioner Scovill is a c tiv e  in the  Com m ission fo r Women. She is c u rre n tly  a 
m em ber of the E xecu tive  B oard, P rogram  Com m ittee, L ead ersh ip  D evelopm ent, 
Pub lic  R ela tions, C h a ir  o f H ousing Issues, and  C hair o f the  W omen’s P o litica l 
A ppo in tm en ts  C oalition .
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L O I S  H A R R I O N

Lois H arrion  was ap p o in ted  to the Com m ission fo r Women on N ovem ber 19, 1991. 
She resides in C am arillo  w ith  her husband. M ilton, who is a tea c h e r  in the Rio 
School D istrict. T h e ir  d au g h te r, K arm a, is c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  M ichigan  State 
U niversity .

Lois is a R eg istered  N urse and  is D irec to r o f the V oca tio n a l N ursing  Program  
fo r Simi V alley U n if ie d  School D istric t. She is a le c tu re r  and  a u th o r  of the 
nursing text, P ro fessional Issues In P ra c tica l/V o ca tio n a l N ursing . As a 
consu ltan t and  in d ep en d en t tra in e r  specializing in H um an R esource  M anagem ent, 
she co-owns a consu lting  business, L’M ARCA, based in C am arillo .

Mrs. H arrion  is a m em ber and  past p residen t of the  C a lifo rn ia  A ssociation  of 
H ealth  C areer E ducato rs, a m em ber of the N A TIO N A L B LA C K  N u rses’ A ssociation, 
and a past Vice P residen t of the V entura  C ounty  Black N u rses’ A ssociation . In 
add ition . Lois is an ac tive  m em ber of St. A n th o n y ’s C h u rch  in O x n ard  and  is a 
mem ber of St. B rig id ’s C hurch  in Los Angeles.

Lois is a s tuden t of p iano  and  enjoys runn ing , read ing , ho rseback  rid ing , and 
singing.
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S T A C E Y  B .  M A C D O N A L D

Stacey B. M acD onald  is a 1990 appo in tee  to th e  V e n tu ra  C o u n ty  C om m ission fo r  
Women in S u p e rv iso ria l D is tric t 3, an d  se rv ed  as th e  1991/1992 C h a irp e rso n . 
She has spent m ost o f her life  in V en tu ra  C o u n ty  an d  now , a long  w ith  her 
husband. Jack , and  th e ir  two ch ild ren . 16 y e a r old C a rr ie -B e th  and  15 y ear old 
Jason, reside in b e a u tifu l  S an ta  C lara  V alley, c ity  o f  S an ta  P au la .

Stacey has been asso c ia ted  w ith governm en t a t  both  the S ta te  an d  lo c a l  levels 
since the la te  1970*s. F irst as D is tr ic t O ff ic e  s t a f f  in the  36th  a sse m b ly  
D istric t and since  1982 served  on S ta f f  w ith  th e  C ity  o f S a n ta  P au la . She has 
held the e lected  O ff ic e  o f C ity  C lerk  in S an ta  P a u la  s ince  1984 a n d  is also the  
C ity ’s A d m in is tra tiv e  A nalyst. S tacey is p re se n tly  se rv in g  as the  S ou thern  
C a lifo rn ia  C ity  C le rk ’s A ssociation  P resid en t.

Ms. M acD onald is bo th  p ro fessiona lly  and  p e rso n a lly  a c tiv e  in th e  com m un ity  
supporting  m any v o lu n te e r  e ffo rts . She is a m em ber o f  the  S an ta  P au la  W omen’s 
Club, serves as the C ity ’s liaison to C itizen s  A g a in s t S u bstance  A buse (CASA), 
and was ap p o in ted  as the C ity ’s re p re se n ta tiv e  to th e  V e n tu ra  C o u n ty  Hom eless 
C oalition.

Stacey has also been the rec ip ien t o f s ta te w id e  aw ard s  from  p ro fessio n a l 
o rgan izations h o no ring  her excellence and  in n o v a tio n  fo r  specia l p ro jec ts  
re la ting  to c o m m u n ity  im provem ent, as w ell as o th e r  p u b lic  a d m in is tra tio n  
en terprises. As a C e rtif ie d  T ra in e r  in p ro fe ss io n a l and  o rg a n iz a tio n a l 
developm ent she p a rtic ip a te s  and  tra in s  in a s ta te w id e  p ro g ram  on lead e rsh ip  
and p ro fessiona lism  fo r  pub lic  o ffic ia ls . She has d es ig n ed  a n d  p a r t ic ip a te d  in 
w orkshops an d  sem in ars  focusing on pe rso n a l a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l d ev e lo p m en t fo r  
men and  w om en in a ll a reas  and  levels o f local g o v e rn m en t.

Com m issioner M acD onald  is an ac tive  C h a ir  a n d  is a m em ber o f the  E xecu tive  
Board. P rogram  C om m ittee . F inance  C om m ittee , T een  P reg n an cy  C om m ittee . 
L eadersh ip  D evelopm ent, and Public  R e la tio n s. In a d d itio n , she has been 
in strum en ta l in p lan n in g  two w orkshops fo r  th e  W om en’s P o litic a l A p p o in tm en ts  
C oalition  designed  to he lp  w om en get a p p o in te d  to local b o a rd s  a n d  com m issions.
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A N N A  M C V E R R Y

Anna M cV erry  was appo in ted  to the  C om m ission fo r  Women by S uperv iso r M aggie 
K ildee in Ja n u ary , 1991. She is C h a ir o f the C om m ission’s H ealth  Care 
Com m ittee.

A nna g rad u a ted  from  U.S.C. School o f N ursing  in 1976. She has w orked  as a 
nurse a t the  Los A ngeles C ounty  U.S.C. M edical C en ter, T he H osp ita l fo r  Sick 
C h ild ren  in W ashington D.C., as a v isitin g  nurse in Los A ngeles, and  a 
p ed ia tric  nurse w ith  the V en tu ra  C oun ty  M edical C enter. W hile w ith  the 
P ed ia tric  C lin ic  a t V en tura  C oun ty  M edical C en ter, she helped  o rgan ize  the 
hosp ita l’s f ir s t  P ed ia tric  H em ato logy /O ncology  C lin ic  and  P e d ia tr ic  N eurology 
Clinic.

Ms. M cV erry lives in C am arillo  w ith  her husband  K evin , an a tto rn ey , and  th e ir  
two dau g h te rs , 10 year old C a therine  and  8 year old M argaret.
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C O N N I E  L A W R A S O N

Connie Law rason was ap p o in te d  by S uperv iso r V icky H ow ard , F o u rth  S uperv iso ria l 
D istric t, to serve on the V en tu ra  C o u n ty  C om m ission fo r  Women in  J a n u a ry , 1991.

Ms. Law rason states th a t she is rea lly  a "D om estic E ngineer", how ever, her 
ac tiv itie s  prove o therw ise . She is M oorpark ’s c itiz e n  rep re sen ta tiv e  to the 
C itizen ’s T ra n sp o rta tio n  A dv iso ry  C om m ittee /S ocia l Serv ices T ra n sp o rta tio n  
A dvisory  C om m ittee (STA C /SSTA C ), is a rep re sen ta tiv e  to th e  C ounty w ide P lann ing  
Program  C itizen ’s A dvisory  C om m ittee  (CPP), and  C PP’s m em ber to the V en tu ra  
C ounty A g ricu ltu ra l L and T ru s t A dv iso ry  C om m ittee. C om m issioner L aw rason is 
involved in various o th e r c o m m u n ity  ac tiv itie s  in c lu d in g : B oard m em ber of 
K iw anis In te rn a tio n a l; C h a r te r  m em ber of K iw an is  In te rn a tio n a l C lub; P residen t, 
Board and life  m em ber o f M oorpark  H isto rica l Society; B oard and  life  m em ber of 
M oorpark B eau tifu l Society: B oard m em ber and  T re asu re r  o f V e n tu ra  C ounty  Crim e 
Stoppers; m em ber of M oorpark  W om en’s F o rtn ig h tly ; T re a su re r  o f W.O.M.E.N. of 
M oorpark E njoying N etw ork ing ; se rved  on M oorpark ’s D isaste r C ouncil; served on 
the Conejo Y fu n d -ra is in g  group; an d  is a Board m em ber o f he r H om eow ner’s 
Association. In 1988-1989 C onnie  se rved  on the V en tu ra  C oun ty  G ran d  Ju ry .

In her role as a C om m issioner, she serves on the P rog ram  C om m ittee and  is 
c u rren tly  C o  C hairing  the A n n u a l S a lu te  to Women A w ards P lan n in g  C om m ittee, is 
a m em ber of the H ealth  C are  C om m ittee , F inance  C om m ittee , a n d  E x ecu tiv e  Board.

Connie is m arried  to Paul L aw rason , T eledyne S ystem s-C on trac t M anagem ent and 
f irs t  elected  M ayor of M oorpark . T hey  have tw o grow n c h ild ren  and  fo u r 
g randch ild ren .
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M A R I L Y N  M A U R E R

M arilyn M aurer was ap p o in te d  by Supervisor V icky  H ow ard  in  M arch, 1991. She is 
cu rren tly  a m em ber o f the  H ea lth  Care and  Teen P regnancy  C om m ittee.

M arilyn is a re tire d  school teacher from  the  Los A ngeles School D istric t. She 
has a Bachelor o f Science D egree, Home Econom ics M ajor from  U n iversity  of 
C alifo rn ia  Los A ngeles and  holds a life  C a lifo rn ia  S tate  teach in g  c red en tia l.

She is an ac tiv e  m em ber in her com m unity  and  is in v o lv ed  w ith  Simi V alley ’s 
N eighborhood C ouncil #2 , C ham ber of Com m erce, H is to rica l Society, and C u ltu ra l 
Arts A ssociation. Ms. M aurer was the c h ap te r o rg an ize r an d  fiv e  year adv iso r 
for the F u tu re  H om em akers o f A m erica. She is also a m em ber of A m erican  Home 
Economics A ssocia tion , C oncerned  Women of A m erica, In tercessors fo r A m erica, 
and the R igh t to L ife  F oundation . M arilyn also gets involved  po litica lly , she 
is a rep resen ta tiv e  fo r the Simi V alley R ep u b lican  W omen’s C lub and past 
President, m em ber o f the C a lifo rn ia  F edera tion  o f R ep u b lican  W om en-Southern 
D ivision. V en tu ra  C o u n ty  R epub lican  C en tra l C om m ittee , and  a fo und ing  m em ber of 
the Ronald R eagan  P re s id e n tia l L ib ra ry  Foundation .

Mrs. M aurer is m arrie d  to A nthony L. M aurer. T hey a rc  guard ians to th e ir  
neice, M ichele. M arilyn  has been a C a lifo rn ia  res id en t since 1954.
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V I R G I N I A  R O G A L S K Y

V irg in ia  R eim er R ogaisky  is a na tive  C a lifo rn ia n , hav in g  lived  in S im i and  
Santa Rosa V alleys fo r  the past tw en ty -fiv e  years. She has a tte n d e d  and  
received  degrees from  M oorpark College, C a lifo rn ia  S tate U n iv e rs ity , 
N orth rid g e , and  the U n iv ers ity  of S ou thern  C a lifo rn ia . A fte r  rece iv in g  a 
M aster’s degree in L ib ra ry  Science, she w orked  as a l ib ra r ia n  fo r  the  Las 
V irgines School D is tr ic t and  is c u rre n tly  w orking  fo r  the  C oun ty  o f V en tu ra .

Since being ap p o in te d  to the Com m ission in N ovem ber o f 1991, she has helped  
w ith the W omen’s H isto ry  P roject, is a m em ber o f th e  P rogram  C om m ittee  a n d  is 
C o  C hairing  the Ju n e  F am ily  Law Forum . C om m issioner R ogaisky  is also a m em ber 
of the W omen’s P o litica l A ppoin tm ents C oalition  and  w orked  on A n ita  Perez 
F erguson’s C ongressional cam paign . She has had  a life lo n g  com m itm en t to the 
im provem ent o f o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r wom en in A m erica.

A nother strong  com m itm ent of V irg in ia ’s is to the p re se rv a tio n  o f ou r n a tu ra l 
env ironm en t. M em bership and ed ito rsh ip  of the  A udubon  n ew sle tte r  a re  on-going 
responsib ilities . She o rgan ized  the clubs’ p a rtic ip a tio n  in th is  years E arth  
Day ce leb ra tio n .

Mrs. R ogaisky  has been m arried  fo r th ir ty - th re e  years, has th ree  c h ild re n  and  
one g ran d ch ild . H obbies include  garden ing , read in g , b icyc ling , b ird  w atch ing , 
needlew ork , and  q u iltin g .
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A U R O R A  D E  L A  S E L V A

A urora  de la Selva was ap p o in ted  by S uperv isor John  F ly n n  in M arch , 1991. She 
is a V entura C ounty  native , born in V en tu ra  and  raised  in  O x n ard . C om m issioner 
de la Selva is a m em ber of the P rogram  C om m ittee, C h a ir  o f the  R esource F a ir  
P lann ing  C om m ittee, C o-C hair of the Fam ily  Law F orum  P la n n in g  C om m ittee, a 
m em ber of the  Teen P regnancy  and  P ublic  R ela tions C om m ittee , a n d  an  a lte rn a te  
for H ousing Issues.

A urora  received a Bachelor of A rts in Psychology fro m  C a lifo rn ia  L u th e ran  
U n ivers ity  and  a M asters degree in C ounseling Psychology fro m  U n iv e rs ity  of 
C a lifo rn ia  Santa B arbara . She is a counselor a t O xn ard  College a n d  p rev iously  
w orked at U n iv ers ity  of C a lifo rn ia  Los A ngeles doing  resea rch  in  the a rea  of 
Schizophrenia .

A urora has been involved in m any L atino  o rg an iza tio n s  co n cern ed  abou t youth  
developm ent. She has also served on the V en tu ra  M ental H ea lth  A dv iso ry  Board.

Her goal is to con tinue  to work tow ard  m otivating  you th  to a tte n d  h igher 
education  and  to assist women to ach ieve th e ir  ed u ca tio n a l goals.

A urora  lives in O xnard  w ith  her husband , R oberto , and  th re e  c h ild ren : Luis-20, 
Sergio-15, and  Ivan-6.
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B E V E R L E E  M C G R A T H

Beveriee M cG rath  was ap p o in ted  by S uperv isor John  F ly n n  in  J a n u a ry , 1991. She 
is c u rre n tly  the C om m ission’s L eg isla tive  L iaison , the W om en’s S h e lte r  M onitor, 
and a m em ber of the Teen P regnancy  C om m ittee.

Beveriee is the lobbying  co o rd in a to r  fo r C a lifo rn ia  L eg is la tio n  dea ling  w ith 
an im als used in p roduce  testing . She is c u rre n tly  sponso ring  A ssem bly Bill 
3088 w hich deals w ith  a s ta tew id e  sp a y /n e u te r  p rogram . She is ac tively  
involved  in he r com m unity  as a m em ber of the  V en tu ra  H u m an e  S ociety , the  AIDS 
C ouncil, M em bership C h a irm an  fo r V en tu ra  C ounty  R e p u b lic a n  Women, Vice 
P residen t of Big B rothers and  Big Sisters, spokesperson fo r  the R ig h t to L ife  
League, C atho lic  C ha ritie s  B oard M em ber, and  P eer-C ounselo r a t  the  C olston Home 
for G irls. In a d d itio n , she spearheaded  and  im p lem en ted  a sen io r c itiz e n ’s 
re fe rra l program , p a rtic ip a te d  in fo rm in g  the C u ltu ra l C ounc il, an d  has served 
as Congressm an Bob L agom arsino ’s a lte rn a te  on the V e n tu ra  C o u n ty  C en tra l 
C om m ittee. She has alw ays been in te rested  in com m unity  a f f a i r s  a n d  in the past 
has served as P residen t. Vice P residen t. P rogram  C h a irm a n , and  C hap la in  of 
O xnard  R epub lican  Women.

Beveriee has w orked as a fe a tu re d  n igh tc lub  e n te r ta in e r  w ork ing  n a tio n a lly  as 
well as in te rn a tio n a lly . She has ap p eared  in m ajo r f ilm s, te lev ision  series, 
and num erous com m ercials. She rece ived  a decency  aw ard  fro m  th e  A cadem y of 
M otion P ic tu re  A rts and  Sciences hono ring  her w ork.

Beveriee has been m arried  fo r  30 years to S uperio r C o u rt Judge  C harles R. 
M cG rath , has raised  fo u r c h ild ren , and  is c u rre n tly  engaged  in p roperty  
m anagem ent.
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E L I Z A  T H O M A S

Eliza W illiams Thom as was ap po in ted  by S uperv iso r John  F lynn  in 1989 and 
Co-Chaired the C om m ission in 1990-1991. She is c u rre n tly  serv ing  on the 
E xecutive Board, H ea lth  C are C om m ittee, P rogram  C om m ittee , T re asu re r  o f the 
F inance C om m ittee, and  a m em ber of the  W omen’s P o litica l A ppo in tm en ts  C oalition  
Workshop.

Eliza received  a B achelor o f Science Degree in  N u rsin g  in 1965 fro m  F lo rid a  A & 
M U n iv ers ity , A M asters D egree in N ursing  in  1972 an d  a G ra d u a te  C e r tif ic a te  in 
G erontology in 1986 from  the U n iv ers ity  o f C a lifo rn ia , Los A ngeles, and  the 
U niversity  o f S ou thern  C a lifo rn ia . She has served  as A ssistan t to D irec to r of 
H ealth  Sciences a t V en tu ra  College and  has tau g h t in th is  d iv is io n  since 1971. 
She has also served on various com m unity  adv iso ry  com m ittees, Ms. Thom as 
in troduced  and  was co -fo u n d er of V en tu ra  C oun ty  A d o p t A  G ra n d p a re n t Program . 
She is active in the S tate D epartm en t of E d u ca tio n  and  p resen tly  serves as a 
consu ltan t on rec ru itm e n t an d  re ten tio n  o f d isad v an tag ed  studen ts .

Eliza is the m other o f two a d u lt sons and a devo ted  g ran d m o th er. She has a 
special love fo r all people, a sincere in te res t in c h ild ren  and  the aging 
population  o f ad u lts  65 and  over. Her m ajor com m itm en t is to help  m ake our 
com m unity a b e tte r place to live.
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BONNIE M. WARRINGTON

Bonnie M. W a r r i n g t o n  was  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A id e  to th e  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  C o m m iss io n  
for Women t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  1991. H e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  s t re t ches  bac k  to its 
incep t ion in 1981 w h e n  she  se r v ed  on v a r io u s  c o m m i t t e e s  as a c o m m u n i t y  m em b er .

Bonnie was a p p o i n t e d  to the  C o m m iss io n  by S u p e rv i s o r  J i m  D o u g h e r t y  to be one  o f  
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  S u p e rv i s o r i a l  D i s t r i c t  4. As a co m m is s io n e r  she se rved  
as E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y ,  a m e m b e r  o f  the  C h i l d  C a r e  T a s k  F o rc e  a n d  wa s  C h a i r  of  
the F a m i ly  L a w  F o r u m  T a s k  F o rce  f o r  w h i c h  she  was  re sponsib le  f o r  a n d  
im p le m en ted  th e  f i r s t  f a m i l y  law f o r u m  in 1988.

She is p r e s en t ly  a Lega l  A s s i s t a n t / H o u s i n g  C o u n s e lo r  f o r  the A r e a  H o u s in g  
A u th o r i ty  fo r  the  C o u n t y  o f  V e n tu r a .

LYNNE A. SOVICH

L yn ne  Sovich wa s  h i r e d  by the  C o m m is s io n  f o r  Women in A p r i l ,  1992. She has  a 
Bachelor  o f  S c i en ce  D egre e  in Business  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n / A c c o u n t i n g  f r o m  P l y m o u t h  
State Col lege.  She w o r k e d  f o r  a m a j o r  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  f o r  ten  y ea r s  a n d  l e f t  
a m a n a g e m e n t  level  p o s i t io n  to ra ise  h e r  f a m i l y .  She m o v ed  to V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  
three  years  ago  a n d  l ives in S an ta  P a u l a  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  Michae l ,  a n d  t h e i r  
two s o n s - N a t h a n , 4 a n d  C h r i s t o p h e r ,  2.



DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES 

JPERVISING CHAIRS: (Group A)
Health, Leadership, Education, Programs/Events, Housing:
will oversee committee activities in their category in a supportive 
capacity to the committee chairperson
will respond to any calls, mail, inquiries to the commission regarding
their area of responsibility (outside of active committee's scope)
will report to the commission any projects, concerns, topical items of 
interest to the commission

SUPERVISING CHAIRS: (Group B)
Executive (Commission Chair), Administrative (Commission Vice Chair). 
Finance, Public Relations, and monitors/liaisons: Childcare, Women's 
Shelters, Legislative, Commission's for Women:
will respond to any calls, mail, inquiries to the commission regarding 
their area of responsibility
will report to the commission any projects, concerns, topical items of 
interest to the commission

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Teen Pregnancy, Women's History, Salute to Women, Non-Traditional Job 
Training, Women's Political Appointments Coalition:
will set meeting dates, send out (or call) meeting notices at least 10 
days prior to meeting.
will set agenda, direct the focus and efforts of the committee 
will report regularly to the commission on the committee's progress 
will submit any budget or motion items to the commission 
will coordinate with public relations chair as needed



COMMITTEE STRUCTURE
ADMINISTRATIVE
New Commissioner 
Orientation
Office Upkeep
Referrals
Volunteers

MONITORS/LIAISONS
Childcare
Women’s Shelters
Legislative
Commission's for 
Women

FINANCE
Budget
Funding

EXECUTIVE
Agendas
mInutes
Annual Planning
Assembly of 
Representatives

HEALTH

Teen Pregnancy 
Task Force

PROGRAMS/EVENTS
(ACTIVE SUB-COMMITTEES)

Women's History 
Salute to Women

EDUCATION

Non-traditional 
Job Training

LEADERSHIP

Women's Political 
Appt. Coalition

HOUSING
Affordable 
homeless (M) 
Eco—home(M)

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Press Release 
Coordination
Newsletter

ISSUES/PROJECTS NOT CURRENTLY ACTIVE
(an incomplete list)

Law Forum 
Legal Issues 
Senior Women

Women TV Series 
Low Income Women 
Mentoring Program

Resource Fair
Homeless Women/ 
children *

Sexual Harrassrnent 
AIDS/Women

(M) = monitoring
* Are currently monitoring, but not taking and active role


