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Presidential candidates face off

Questions by Esteban Ramirez, Editor-in-Chief

Dominguez advocates

Kwon seeks to expand
CSUB after-hour access

Mike Kwon

Tell us who you are. Include
age, major, year in school and
any other clubs or organiza-
tions you are on at CSUB.

Hello, my name is Mike
Kwon.Iam a

senior and dou- AS|

ble majoring #* ELECTION *
in philosophy

and political

science with

a concentration in pre-law. I
currently serve as an officer in
multiple student organizations
on campus. Such organizations
include, Pre-Law Society,
Child, Adolescent, Family and
Education Studies, Philosophy
and Religious Studies, and the
Fashion Club.

What is the platform you are
running on and your vision
for the position?

The platform that I am run-
ning on is “moving forward.”
As ASI President, I have
initiated projects related to
diversity and inclusivity with
programs such as the “It’s On
Us” campaign and ASI Diver-
sity Week. If re-elected, I plan
on continuing with making our
campus inclusive and celebrate
diversity among each student.
I also want ASI to be moving
forward in a productive and
positive manner by making
sure that they are contributing

to the growth of our beautiful
campus. Student input should
be at every decision-making
table, and I will ensure that the
priorities of the students shall
be heard and implemented.
With the success of expanding
library hours to 1 a.m., I want
to make sure that the university
is accessible to all students for
their studying needs.

By implementing an open
campus for students, students
will have the opportunity to
study at their convenience and
will only need their student
IDs. Another vision is to make
sure that student government
is always at the forefront of
the minds of students when it
comes to their issues and con-
cerns. The ASI president, with
the direction of the ASI board,
should be standing for every
student and be mindful of the
impact that each student makes
on campus. This will be accom-
plished by bi-monthly forums
so that students can meet and
greet their ASI representatives
as well as voice any concerns
or issues that they might have.

How important is it to you
to be transparent with all the
students?

For all two years that I have
served in student government,
the presidents have stressed
transparency because it leads
to respect amongst the student
body.

Having been trained by two
previous presidents, I have
made sure to learn how to
stay transparent by reaching
out to students about possible
decisions that the university is
making and ensuring that the
groups understand the impli-
cations of such decisions. By
being president, I have stressed
communication to the student
body on all initiatives and will
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continue to do so as president.

What do you want to do
when you graduate?

After serving in student
government for the past two
years, I have grown to appreci-
ate the connection and dedi-
cation that each administrator,
faculty and staff have toward
the students on campus. By
seeing that special connection,
I want to continue in providing
and heightening the student
experience by working on a
university or college campus
and impact future students.

Why should we vote for you?

I have had the opportunity to
connect and build friendships
and relationships with a majori-
ty of students on this campus.

I have had the pleasure of
meeting a diverse group of stu-
dents and have enjoyed every
minute of student government.
I personally have devoted 15
hours a day in office to make
sure that the student experi-
ence on this campus is being
heightened.

I want to reassure students
that since I have served them
for the past year, I can bring
any issue to the proper indi-
viduals on campus and make
sure that it gets resolved in a
timely manner. I also want to
reassure students again that, if
re-elected, I plan on devoting
time to only my classes and
the students in which I serve. I
plan on seeking other external
opportunities on campus so
that I may continue to serve the
students in which elected me
into the position.

For the full interview
of the ASI candidates
go to our website
therunneronline.com
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ASI elections
will take place
Wednesday May 26
and Thursday May
27 via student email

for lower student fees

Alex Dominguez

Tell us who you are. Include
age, major, year in school and
any other clubs or organiza-
tions you are on at CSUB.

My name is Alex Dominguez.
I am 21 years old. I am a junior
and majoring in political sci-
ence. I am currently involved in
the College Republicans Club
on campus.

What is the platform you are
running on and what is your
vision for the position?

ASI operates a budget well
over a quarter
of a million
dollars funded ASI
by the students. % ELECTION *
The incum-
bent seeking
re-election
takes $7,200 of student dollars
just for being President. ASI
vice presidents take $6,600 of
student dollars. In Executive
Scholarships alone, nearly
$35.000 of student dollars is
taken and put in the pockets of
a select few.

During my time as President
of Bakersfield College’s SGA,
we implemented a minimum
wage system where student
government officers got paid
minimum wage for their set
amount of office hours.

Anything exceeding the cap
amount of office hours was
considered volunteer work. If
this system is implemented at
CSUB, we can save the stu-
dents $12,800.

However, it does not stop
there. After going through the
budget, our team was shocked
to see just how wasteful the
current ASI is with the stu-
dents’ dollars. If elected, our
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team can and will reallocate
funds from ASI operations to-
ward student organizations and
the creation of ASI sponsored
student scholarships.

Something else we noticed
when analyzing the budget is
that the “Legislative/Advo-
cacy” budget line item was
wiped. This was clearly noted
when the Golden Empire Tran-
sit Board discussed increasing
bus fares several months ago.
There was no ASI represen-
tation there to defend the
students. Legislative advocacy
will be an integral part of our
team’s agenda. I have worked
for a Kern County supervisor,
a state senator and a United
States congressman. I have
served on Boards and been
involved with community de-
velopment efforts across Kern
County. I know the legislative
process at all levels and its im-
portance. Our team will stand
up for the students’ interest
from the smallest communi-
ty development board to our
Nation’s Capitol. Through our
first two points of reallocating
student dollars and engaging
the community, we will be able
to promote a stronger and more
enhanced campus life. By allo-
cating funds back to the clubs,
Greek life and other student
organizations, they will have
the ability and resources to host
more events and participate in
leadership opportunities.

The clubs and other student
organizations are the ones clos-
est to the students. Therefore,
we believe they should have
one of the biggest budgets.

How important is it to you to
be transparent with all the
students?

Transparency and account-
ability are some of the most
important aspects of any gov-
ernmental organization. When I
served as Student Government
President of Bakersfield Col-
lege, we followed the Califor-
nia State Brown Act to the tee.

If an agenda was not made
public to the student body 72
hours in advance as the law
states, we would not have a
meeting.

Minutes will be made easily
accessible to the students, The

Runner and anyone else who
desires records all in a timely
manner.

In order to maintain ac-
countability, we plan to have
bi-weekly town hall forums
in order to keep the students’
interests and concerns as our
main priority. During these
meetings we will have ASI
representatives present with a
legislative agenda and budget
in order for the student pop-
ulation to be as informed as
possible.

What do you want to do when
you graduate?

In 2009, a drunk driver hit my
family head on causing det-
rimental damage to members
of my family. The driver dealt
several fatalities in his vehi-
cle. He only got three years in
prison. After graduating CSUB
next year, [ hope to attend law
school in order to defend those
who cannot defend themselves.
To stand up for those members
of my community who cannot
stand-alone. I was born here in
Bakersfield and spent several
years of my life in Wasco,
Calif. Kern County is my home
and has made me who [ am
today. It is my goal to give
back to my community in any
way I can.

Why should we vote for you?

I have a record of success
through my work as Student
Government President at
Bakersfield College and as the
Student Trustee of the Kern
Community College District
where I represented three col-
leges and approximately 30,000
students. It is my goal to take
the students’ dollar out of exec-
utive scholarships that go into
the pockets of individuals and
reallocate them back to student
organizations and the creation
of ASI Student Scholarships.

I will advocate for the stu-
dents on every level of govern-
ment, from the GET Bus Board
Room to our Nation’s Capitol.
The students are my priority.
CSUB is my priority. I guaran-
tee each student I will represent
them and their interest to the
best of my ability each day in
office.

VOTE OPAL MORLAND

\ote for me as your Mayor
I'm here to listen to you

It's our community

by Carmen Rivera
directed by Maria-Tania Becerra

The story of a young Puerto Rican
Americans search for
her cultural identity.

May 19-21, 26-28 at SPM

May 29 at 2PM
Doré Theatre

csub.edu/theatre

God loves us all
Together we are one
June 7 vote De La Torre
gilberto.delatorre@yahoo.com
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Candidates for VP discuss goals, ideas

AlanaLim

Tell uswho you are. Include
age, major, year in school
and any other clubsor
organizationsyou areon at
CSUB.

My nameisAlanalLim. |
am 21 years old and ajunior
human resourc-
esmajor. |
currently serve
asthe treasur-
er and event
coordinator in
the Financial Management
Association, a member of the
Society of Human Resources
Management, the Geology
Club and Nu Phi Chi Sorority.

What areyour goals and
your vision for the position?

My goalsinclude fostering a
more inclusive culture within
ASI, improving student out-
reach and maintaining strong
and healthy relationships
with clubs and organizations
on campus. It isimportant to
have an environment with-

in an organization where
students feel welcomed and
confident enough to approach
their student leaders and
inquire about any issues that
they deem important.

Other goalsinclude increas-
ing congressional advocacy
efforts with the California
State Student Association,
implementing “ Get to Know
Us’ eventsthat foster a deeper
connection between the
university and fellow students
in order to advance campus
life, and initiating profession-
al development events that
enable students to gain better
perspectives on potential
career tracks. My visionisto
help cultivate leaders not just
within ASI but amongst our
student popul ation.

How important isit to you
to be transparent with all
the students?

Like my running mate, Alex
Dominguez, transparency is
of the utmost importance.
Sadly, alack of transparency
is abundant under the current
and past ASl administrations.

As astudent representative,
it isnot only necessary to al-
low for transparency in order
to facilitate effective commu-
nication but also mindful of
our student’s rights to ensure
proper representation in high-
er education through inclu-
sive operations. Inclusivity
through transparency would
allow students to contribute to
discussions regarding a few of
my initiatives.

Apart from enabling a chan-

nel of fluid communication,
greater transparency correlates
with my personal mission of
making student government a
student- friendly and success
driven organization where
leaders are placed to support
our student’s development.

What do you want to do
when you graduate?

| would like to move to New
York to continue my career
as a human resources profes-
sional and eventually further
my education by going to
graduate school for an MBA.
| also would like to dedicate
my time and volunteer for a
non-profit that advocates for
anti-human trafficking on a
global level.

Why should we vote for
you?

By developing professiona
career events and contributing
to projects through student
organizations such as Nu Phi
Chi Sorority, the Financial
Management Association, the
Geology Club and the Society
of Human Resources Manage-
ment, | have experienced the
diligence, drive and innova
tion essential to implement
meaningful change into indi-
vidua student experiences.

Dedication to community
engagement through volunteer
service is something | value
and in like manner | plan to
commit myself to the mission
of our university: enhancing
the personal development of
our students.

Questions by Esteban Ramirez, Editor-in-Chief

_Im wants more inclusivity

Mirkazemi iIs for transparency

Nicole Mirkazemi

Tell uswho you are. Include
age, major, year in school
and any other clubsor
organizationsyou are on at
CSUB.

My nameis Nicole Mirka
zemi and | am 20 yearsold. |
am a second-year
political science
major with a
concentration in
pre-law.

Apart from
being your current director of
social sciences and education
inASl, | am asoinvolvedin
various aspects of our campus.

Academically speaking, |
am amember of the Hawk
Honors Society, Pi SigmaAl-
pha (a political science honor
society), Alpha Chi (a college
honor society) and Sensational
Sophomores.

| am also a member of the
National Society of Leadership
and Success and the Fashion
Club. | am the co-founder of
the Pre-Law Society where
students interested in law can

have internship opportunities,
gain community involvement
and acquire knowledge on
the LSAT, Bar exam, and law
school.

What areyour goals and
your vision for the position?

My goalsfor this position in-
clude helping the students di-
rectly by advocating for higher
education issues, continuing to
increase and enhance CSUB'’s
involvement in the community
by opening more opportunities
for students to volunteer in the
community and on campus,
and extending the hours of
study areas around campus
to allow for more student ac-
cessibility. My vision for this
position is for student leaders
to represent the overall student
body to the best of their ability,
to have an ASI member at ev-
ery campus committee meeting
and to increase student input
on all issues concerning what
goeson at this university.

How important isit to you to
be transparent with all the
students?

Transparency is very import-
ant to me. | will actually say
that transparency is my num-
ber one priority. | believe that
anything we as student leaders
do must go through or at least
be seen by the students.

We are advocating on their
behalf and anything we do
should be in their best inter-
ests. One of the main reasons |
voted against the fee increases
was because there was no
transparency. It should’' ve

gone through the students first.

What do you want to do
when you graduate?

When | graduate, | would
like to attend law school to
continue to advocate for peo-
ple’'srights. | have loved the
law and politics for amajority
of my life and would like to
become an attorney.

| am till undecided on which
exact type of law | would like
to practice. However, | know
that whichever one | do choose
will be the one that advocates
for individuals' rights.

Why should we vote for you?

Students should vote for me
because | will advocate for
their rights. | will always put
the students first.

| believe that student in-

put should be every student
leader’s first priority. I am
not running for thetitle or the
position. | am not running be-
cause anyone asked me to run
and | am not running for any
self-benefitting, resume-build-
ing reason. | am running to
be the voice of the students.
| believe that each and every
one of your voices matter. Vote
Nicole Mirkazemi for execu-
tive vice president.

EDITOR SNOTE: These
stories has been edited for
length. For the full interviews
of the candidates, go to
therunneronline.com.

For coverage of the
debate, go to our
website
ther unneronline.com.





















