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measures taken to date and including the statement: “The Department of
War and the Department of Justice are in agreement that the present mili-
tary situation does not at this time require the removal of American citizens
of the Japanese race.” In opening the meeting Mr. Biddle stated that Justice
would have nothing whatever to do with any interference with citizens or
with a suspension of the writ of habeas corpus. The War Department rep-
resentatives—Assistant Secretary of War McCloy, General Gullion, and
Major Bendetsen—agreed to the wording of the press release except for the
sentence quoted. The meeting then adjourned, the War Department rep-
resentatives withholding approval of any press release until General DeWitt's
views could be obtained, and until they learned the outcome of a conference
at Sacramento that had been arranged for 2 February between General
DeWitt, Mr. Clark, Governor Olsen, and other federal and state officials.
Major Bendetsen informed the Chief of Staff’s office that the Justice Depart-
ment’s proposal had been held up also because General DeWitt in telephone
conversations had been provisionally recommending the evacuation of the
whole Japanese population from the Pacific coastal frontier. In the meantime
the Provost Marshal General’s office had been formulating plans for mass
evacuation and had already located sufficient nontroop shelter for substan-
tially all of the west coast Japanese. In a telephone conversation immediately
after the meeting with Justice representatives, Major Bendetsen reported,
General DeWitt agreed to submit a recommendation for mass evacuation
in writing.*

Before General DeWitt could report the outcome of the Sacramento
meeting, Secretary Stimson met on 3 February with Mr. McCloy, General
Gullion, and Major Bendetsen to confer about the proposed press release
and the Japanese problem in general. They discussed a proposal under which
military reservations would be established around the big aircraft factories
and some port and harbor installations, and from which everyone could be
excluded at the outset and until they were licensed to return. In practice
licenses would not be issued to Japanese residents or to other groups or
individuals under suspicion. It appeared that under this plan citizens as well
as aliens could be ex:luded legally without obvious discrimination.*
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