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Norwood “Woody” Gove is not a lexicographer.  He worked at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in physics and computers from 1964 to 1995, except for three years at the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, Austria. He holds a B.A. in physics from Harvard University and a Ph.D. in physics from the University of Illinois.

About Tonight’s Lecture 

The son of Philip Gove, editor-in-chief of Webster’s Third International Dictionary, familiarly known as W3, recalls the times just before and just after the appearance of W3.  The editorial work was done in Springfield, MA, from 1946 to 1960. Starting from the earlier dictionary, W2, about 100,000 new words were added.  Some items were deleted to keep W3 a one-volume work. There were some changes in criteria for inclusion and definition style.  Some words labeled “Dial.” “Illit.” in W2 were not so labeled in W3, most famously, or infamously, “ain’t.”  W3 appeared in 1961 to mixed reviews and started a controversy which may still reverberate today.  The January 1962 edition of Atlantic carried an article entitled “Sabotage in Springfield.”  The New Yorker ran a cartoon with the caption, “Dr. Gove ain’t in.”  There were also some “issues” involving trademarks, interest groups, and responsibility for accuracy. The year 2011 marks the 50th anniversary of the publication of W3.

