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Welcome Back! ( T h i s  i s  only the second i s s u e  o f S trong Hearts, so 
any new readers need not fear, you've only missed one issue! 
You'll notice that the number o f page s has shrunken. This was,
d one in a vain attempt to lower postage costs since the last 
issue's mailing put me back a few bucks. As a prisoner of w a r ,  
I  can't solicit money for anything for fear of being disciplined 
for running a business from prison, so just do what's in your 
heart to he lp.

To all the friends and supporters who h a v e ___
written me but have yet to recieve a reply, I apologize. Its n o  
reflection of my appreciation for your support, its just a  
reflection of my neccesity to get out of my cell m o r e  o f t e n
You s h o u l d  see th e c a l l o u s  on m y  w r i t i n g  f i n g e r ! __
I  try to w r i t e  back to e v e r y o n e ,  but this 'z i n e a n d  
o t h e r p r o j e c t s m e a n s  i t  m ay he a w h i l e  b e f o r e  yo u  h e a r  
from me.

A m u y  e s p e c i a l e  m u c h o s  
g r a c i a s  g o e s  out to Cat, w h o  h as b e e n  the b e s t  s u p p o r t  
o r g a n i z e r  a p r i s o n e r  c o u l d  a s k  for, a l s o  to Mel w h o  ha s  
g i v e n  me t h e  s u p p o r t  that o n l y  a n o t h e r  p r i s o n e r  c a n
give.

 A l so, eac h  iss u e  I w i l l  be f o c u s i n g  on o n e  
 'zine to rev i e w .  So if yo u  wan t  me to r e v i e w  you r  

' z i n e ,  sen d  it in! T h e r e ' s  so m a n y  I want t o  t h ank for 
t h e support and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  I ' v e r e c i e v e d  this l a s t  
year, and o n l y  so m u c h  space.

P e g  for the w a r r i o r  s t r e n g t h  yo u  sen t  me w h i l e  I 
was on b ail and n o w  in the p l a c e  you w e r e  in not l o n g 
a g o , to S a l m o n  G r r r l for s h o w i n g  me the w a y  to N a r n i a , 
to Bear w h o  has b een the r e  for me w h e n e v e r  I n e e d e d  a 
frie n d ,  to the F r e e m a n  and G o o d w i n for keeping, my f l a m e s  
:of h o p e  b u r n i n g ,  to the M a n i a c s ,  for d e m o n s t r a t i n g w h a t  
r e a l s o l i d a r i t y  and f r i e n d s h i p  is, to the s u r v i v i n g !  
m e m b e r s  of the M ich i g a n  M in k Militi a ,  you k n o w  w h o  you  
are and G o d s p e e d  to y o u ,  t o  t h e Pa r t e d  H a i r s ,  I  m i s s
you g u y s and love you a lot. F a d i,  w h o  I've r a r e ly h a d
t h e c h a n c e t o  t h a n k, to  my w a r r i o r  r e l a t i o n s  in t h e 
Sea S h e p h e rd S o c i e t y  wh o  k e e p  t h e w h a l e r ' s  n i g h t m a r e  
a l i ve, t h e G o o d  E l k f a m i l y  wh o  let me in from t h e col d , 
E . F r e e s  Mink, for just b e i n g  you, the M a s s  4 , no m a t t e r  
what h a p p e n s ,  w e ' v e  a l r e a d y  w o n .

T r o o d s ,  my  i n d i g e n o u s
t e a c h e r  f r o m  a c r oss the p o n d , to Min d y ,  Ingrid, L i s a ,
H e a t h e r ,  Bru c e  and all my  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  at PE T A  w h o  ___
ke e p  me up on w h a t ' s  g o i n g  down, Jude, A n d r e a ,  C h i c k a d e e ,  
and K a t i e  and e v e r y o n e  e l s e  w h o ' s  l e t t e r s  m a k e  me l a u g h  
and r e m e m b e r  wh a t  time it is an d  m o s t  of all to my  M o m  
and Dad w h o  I hav e  put t h r o u g h  m u c h  s t r e s s  and t r a u m a ,  
and yet w h o s e  love and s u p p o r t  h as n e v e r  w a v e r e d .  T o  
a l l  of you thanks for being there when other w e r e n ' t .  
Enjoy this issue of Strong H e a r t s and always remember,
O u r  Day Will Come!!!



The first Canadian Lynx I ever saw sadly enough was in a cage. Another native 
american animal whose contact with humans is on our own terms not their own. 
After crawling through knee-high grass with Montana's Mission Mountain Wilderness 
behind us, a friend and I could lift our binoculars and see the rows of cages 
on the Fraser Fur Ranch in Ronan. Before us lie hundreds of imprisoned bobcats 
and lynx and thousands of mink. Later I would learn that though the mink were 
some sixty generations out of the wild, the bobcats and lynx were only one to 
three generations out of the wild and some were actually captured in the nearby 
mountains. The victims of steel jaw leghold traps that had survived the trauma 
only to be hogtied and brought down to the fur farm from their wilderness home. 
Now they were destined to spend their entire lives pacing the confines of their 
four foot square wire cage gazing at the mountain wilderness that once was their 
domain.

Canadian Lynx have only been called Canadian since the time that they 
were slowly pushed out of their former range in the United States. Though 
isolated pockets of wild lynx populations still exist in the U.S., the largest 
numbers now reside in Canada. In Montana despite depleted numbers, there is 
still a trapping season for lynx. Further west, in the Cascade mountain chain,  
lynx not long ago roamed as far south as Central Oregon. Logging has since been 
responsible for the destruction of large undisturbed forests that the solitary 
lynx require for their survival. Forced into the Northern Cascades of Eastern 
Washington, lynx are making what might be their last stand here and in the 
Okonagan forests where their last habitat is once again under the blade of the 
chainsaw.

So it was with great sadness that my first encounter with this noble 
animal relation was as yet another prisoner of the war on nature that was reduced 
to the physical worth that humans saw in our wild relations. For the Lynx Nation 
this meant intensive confinement in cages like those on Fraser Fur Ranch where 
they were forced to breed the offspring that would be raised until beautiful fur, 
reached its prime at which point they would be shot in the head and have their 
belly fur stripped from their bodies to provide luxurious coats for aristocrats 
in far off lands.



When I first approached the lynx in their small cages it was easy 
to see that they were very much still wild. Low growls rolled from their throats 
and they pushed themselves as far as possible away from us in their exposed cages.
I was ashamed to see such a regal beast reduced to such a shameful purpose. L y n x
I knew were believed to be supernatural beings by many of the Northern Nations of 
indigenous peoples who came in contact with them. Their ghost-like appearance 
and ability to walk on the fresh fallen snow without sinking in gave them the 
prestige that only humans living in harmony and close to the earth could understand. 
Eventually our friendship with the fur farmer biologist grew to the point that we 
would strike a deal to buy out his small farm after having witnessed and documented 
the neckbreaking of his mink. Though our interest was primarily the mink, and the
fur farmers deal offered to us included only his mink__ __________
we responded that we wanted to buy out his complete fur farm, links 
and bobcats included. After the grisly neck b reaking episode, my 
friend and I were sick to our stomachs that we had not done more to 
spare the animals lives. So it was decided that we would buy out 
the remaining animals and rehabilitate and release them a l l . 
Our fur farmer friend set a price, and a week later we were back i n  
Montana with the cash and U-Haul truck necessary to relocate the 
animals.

None of us had a clue how we were going to go about the 
massive project of rehabilitating the mink, bobcats and lynx, but 
we made the promise to the animals that we would, and so began an 
e x p e r i e n c e  th at would change our lives forever. N o t having any 
land of my own to take the animals to, I had called on an old Sea 
Shepherd friend who had e x p e r i e n c e  with wildlife rehabilitation

I told her that I had just bought 60 mink, 4 bobcats and
2 lynx and had no place to take them, would she be interested in 
helping us to return them to the wild? And like the true friend 
that she is, she responded immediately with a definite yes. In 
mid-December of 1990, we loaded all the animals into a 26-foot 
long truck and drove west to the Olympic Pennisula. A recent snow 
storm had left the highways treacherous, and as we headed west I 
could not help but worry about our precious cargo should we slide 
off the road like so many other cars around us. we drove through- 
out the night, and early the next morning arrived at what we all 
would soon be calling "The Sanctuary".

 My dear Brother-Friend,
David Howitt and I spent one of the best Christmas's ever in my 
life working in the freezing cold building larger pens for the 
bobcats and lynx. Our finances were nil, and I was forced to 
beg and borrow to provide for the animals, the stealing would come 
later. My second task was to recruit more people to help with the 
large task, and friends from Oregon quickly filled the bill.



Before long, five of the be st friends I've ever had in my life were
working da y s and nights to try and guarantee freedom for t h e s e
former fu r farm prisoners. At this stage in the game I w a s still 
hoping Friends of Animals, w ho had sponsored the fur farm invest
igation would  help us achieve our goals. They were totally non-
supportive and even resentful that we had entered into such a 
project without the ir approval. Finally, they offered to take the 
animals off our hands and ship them all to a sanc tua ry in Texas 
where they would live out their lives... in cages.

Our sanctuary 
c r e w  held an im prom ptu  m ee ting and I told them the news. None of 
 us were happy about the offer. We all shared the same feeling.
We had pledged ourselves to these few survivors of the fur 
i n d u s t -   
ry's war on wildlife not to give them life in a cage, but a shot at freedom. We discussed our alternative s .  I  told everyone that 
 I was not about to give these animals over to a group who seem ed 
more concerned with capitalizing off of animals' suffering then 
 saving real lives. We had spent a year risking our own necks 
sneaking onto fur farms to obtain the evidence all of us in the  
movement wanted, but where FoA was happy with photos and videos 
we wanted more. We wanted to rescue a few prisoners. And now that 
 we had, it was up to us alone to give them true freedom, since we
d ecided to refuse FoA's offer. We had no money, yet we agreed to
carry out the rehabilitation on our own. Over the next six months, 
it was not unusual to see our volunteers go without a meal so that 
the animals would have enough to eat. The sanctuary crew were 
tireless, working seven days a week in freezing weather without a 
complaint. Never have I witnessed a more committed group of 
activists determined to deliver our goal of these animals' liber- 
ation .
By February it was plain to see that the lynx would be the e asiest 
to rehabilitate. After all, they were still very wild and fearful 
of human beings. It was time to move the lynx to larger enclosures 
where they cou ld touch the earth and exercise their muscles for the 
hardships of the wild. The problem was that we did not have the 
money to purchase the chain-link fence needed to build the p e n s .

The frustration of our poverty had h a mp e re d u s  b e f o r e ,  b ut  h a d  y e t 
to s top u s. We were determined t o  give t h e  cats what they deserved and who b e t t e r  
t o  m a k e  a n  " i n v o l u n t a r y  d o n a t i o n " t h a n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
Washing ton who s anc t io n e d  f u r f a r m i n g  a n d  h u n ting a n d  t r a p p i n g  of  
o ther furbearers. Late one night we piled into the sanctuary van 
and raided a fenced lot, taking w ith us all the fencing material 
needed to build two 26 -foot square enclosures.



W e  w e r e  f e e d i n g  t h e  l y n x  o n l y  l i v e  
r a b b i t s ,  a n d  o n c e  t h e y  h a d  p r o v e n  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  k i l l i n g  t h e i r  p r e y ,  
w e  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a r t  s c o p i n g  o u t  r e l e a s e  s i t e s .  T h e  l y n x  h a d  h a d  
o v e r  t wo  mo n t h s  i n  t h e i r  l a r g e  p e n s  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
i s o l a t e d  f r o m  a l l  h u m a n  v i e w .  S l o w l y ,  w e  h a d  w a t c h e d  t h e i r  
s p i r i t s  r e a w a k e n  a n d  w e k n e w  t h e  t i m e  h a d  c o m e  t o  r e t u r n  t h e s e  
p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  h o m e s .  W e  w e r e  t e m p t e d  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  
l y n x  i n  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  l y n x  h a d  b e e n  w i p e d  o u t ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e y  
w o u l d  b r e e d  a n d  r e p l e n i s h  t h e a r e a .  B u t  o u r  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
t w o  a n i m a l s  a r e  t o o  f e w  t o  b e g i n  t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i e s ,  
s o  o u r  s e a r c h  s h i f t e d  t o  h a b i t a t a l r e a d y  i n h a b i t e d  b y  l y n x ,  n o  
m a t t e r  h o w  f e w .  T a k i n g  a  m a p  o f k n o w n  l y n x  r a n g e ,   w e  c i r c l e d  t h e  
l a r g e s t  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  a n d  d r e w  a n d  X  o n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  a r e a .

Next we drove as close as we could to the area, and as we arrived 
at night the first thing we saw was snowshoe hares running away 
from our car .  T h e road leading to the trailhead we would need t o  
carry the lynx to to had been closed by a major washou t caused by the 
nearby river.

Also many trees had fallen over the road and when
we inquired at the local U .S. Forest Service office about when the 
road would be cleared, we were told that budget cuts prevented 
them from clearing the road for at least two years. Again, the 
lynx made light steps closer to freedom.

G e t t i n g  b a c k  t o
w o r k ,  we e r e c t e d  t h e  p e n s  a r o u n d  n a t u r a l l y  v e g e t a t e d  a r e a s  w h e r e  
t h e  c a t s  c o u l d  b e g i n  t h e i r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  T h e  l y n x  w e r e  h o u s e d  
s e p e r a t e l y ,  we d i d  n o t  w a n t  t h e  f e m a l e t o  b e c o m e  p r e g n a n t  a n d  
f u r t h e r  b u r d e n  h e r s e l f  d u r i n g  h e r  f i r s t  s e a s o n  b a c k  i n  t h e  w i l d .  
N e x t  we i n t r o d u c e d  a n a t u r a l  d i e t .  A l y n x ' s  d i e t  c o n s i s t s  a l m o s t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  o f  s n o ws h oe  h a r e s  w h o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  s w i n g s  i n  a t e n - y e a r  
c y c l e  t h e r e b y i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  l y n x  p o p u l a t i o n s .  We d i d  s ome  r e s e a -  
r c h  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  1 9 9 1  wa s  a p e a k  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  l y n x  mo v e d  
o n e  s t e p  c l o s e r  t o  f r e e d o m .



 Returning to the sanct-
uary with the good news, we next enlisted the help of a Blackfoot 
Medicine Woman from the area where the lynx had descended from. 
Administering a blessing to the animals, we watched in amazement as 
she freely moved amongst the lynx in their pens smudging them w i t h
sweetgrass and sage. The animals seemed to be intrigued by the
woman, watching attentively her every movement. The Medicine Woman 
instructed us on how we should smudge each animal again before 
their release and this having been done, each animal would find its 
path back to the wilderness world.

 By t h i s  t i m e  I had k n own t h e s e  
lynx personally for ove r ten m o n t h s .  S lowly I had began to see in 
them the spirit tha t a t times I fe lt could see right through me to 
my innermost hidden feelings and fears. I was humbled in t h e i r  
presence. In their cages on the fur farm in Montana they appeared 
to be fallen angels captured by the cruel callousness of M a n .
Now they appeared to be returning to their power. Their regalness 
returned and it became frightfully easy to understand why they were 

believed to be supernatural. They are. In the Spring snowmelt of 
1991 we began to map out our release strategy. Reintroducing 
captive-bred native wildlife was illegal. Any liberation would 
have to be conducted covertly or else the lynx might fall into the 
bloody hands of the wildlife agencies that sanction t h e  killing 
for sport and profit of the lynx's wild b r e t h r e n .

The night arrived
when four chosen liberators w ere gathered together at the sanctuary 
for the long journey to freedom. Already the lynx's feeding had 
been supplemented w ith road killed rabbits in preparation for their 
release. A livetrap was borrowed from the local humane society 
to transfer the lynx from their pens to two sepa rate boxes outfit- 
ted with handles to facilitate carrying by two people. The boxes 
were comp letely covered with a sliding door on one end.

Once in 
the b o x e s ,  the lynx were loaded into the back of a 
guide car led our procession away from the sanctuary to t h e  
terminal where we would cross to Eingston, and then onto 
mountains. When we arrived at the ferry terminal we discovered 
had missed the last ferry and were forced to drive s o u t h  t o
terminal that would place right in downtown Seattle.
any reasonable alternative, we bearded the ferry I had a 
meeting to discuss escape from seattle with two live lynx.



The three 
liberators in the guide car were instructed to follow us a few car 
lengths behind, and should the unfortunate situation present itself 
that we were pulled over by the police, the guide car was to serve 
as a decoy by speeding ahead to divert the police's attention. It 
was a crazy idea, but we refused to even consider allowing the lynx 
to fall into someone else's hands. We deboarded the ferry and 
drove down the dark city streets of Seattle trying to pretend that 
we did not have two lynx in the back of our pick-up which luckily 
had a camper shell.

With the escape from Seattle complete, we 
began the long, drive north towards the desolate wilderness where 
only lynx belonged. We left behind the freeways, and then the 
small rural towns and soon began our ascent into the mountainous 
area that we had previously scouted. The scent of pine and cedar 
greeted our noses, and I began to daydream about what must be going 
through the lynx's minds and hearts about now.

Back at the sanct- 
uary I had learned that like their domestic counterparts, the lynx
I believed had the ability to almost telepathically sense the
thoughts and feelings of humans around them. I  had began as an 
experiment, to fill my mind with images, not words, that the l y n x  
could understand whenever I was forced to be around them such as 
when we were moving them to larger pens. I filled my mind with the 
images of a lynx running free in a meadow white with fresh fallen 
snow, averting my glance at the lynx who interpreted a direct stare 
as a challenge. Maybe this was pure nonsense, but it did appear that 
the lynx were more calm when I did this.

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a day not long ago when humans were more in touch with their, 
mental abilities, and were maybe not always capable of literal 
communication with animals, but at least capable of conveying the 
intense feelings of fear and respect. Anyone who has ever known 
horses can agree that animals are definitely capable of interpreting 
our most basic feelings. So I spent that night driving the dark 
two-lane roads leading into the wilderness flooding my mind and 
heart with the images that I hoped our two wild passengers could 
understand. Finally we reached our turn-off and drove the last 
few miles to the washed out dirt road that led to the heart of 
possibly America's last lynx stronghold.

Arriving in the early morning hours, we elected to grab a few hours 
sleep before beginning the 15 mile trek to our targeted release 
site. As the sun rose on a bright new day, it was like awaking 
not from a dream, but in one. All around us old growth cedar trees 
were draped with moss, and the song of the nearby river was like 
a lullaby enchanting us off into a wilderness fairy land. Every- 
one was in the highest spirits, and after a quick review of our 
maps, we unloaded our two lynx relations, strapped our backpacks 
on and began the lynx's last leg of their journey to freedom .



 While four liberators carried the two boxes, I sped ahead on my 
mountain bike to ensure there were no other people on the trails 
who might raise an alarm at seeing four people carrying two lynx 
in boxes. Many times I had to throw my bike over my shoulder and 
climb over fallen trees, and as the miles passed, it became plainly 
evident that nature was reclaiming these isolated lands. But noth- 
ing would prove this more than the sight I was about to see. As 
sped along on my bike my senses sharpened only for the sight of 
another human, I glanced down on the now abandoned road I followed 
and saw the unmistakable tracks of a large wild cat.

Coming to a stop, I inspected the fresh tracks which brazenly 
led right down the center of the abandoned road. The space 
between each pad was the telltale sign that the tracks I w a s 
looking at belonged to lynx. I  photographed them and after 
finishing my reconnaisance without having seen another human 
sped back to the crew carrying the lynx to lend a hand and give 
them the good news. As I rounded a bend in the road, I almost 
laughed at the totally suspicious looking entoura ge the liberat-
ors made. Three women and one man were carrying two sepa rate 

boxes that were covered as if they were slaves in a far-off land 
carrying a royal litter containing hidden treasures. I ditched] 
my bike along the road and switched off with one of the carriers
who was tiring.

All day long we trudged along the former road 
lifting the boxes over fallen trees and forging small streams. 
The lynx were pretty quiet about the whole affair, only occasio-
nally swatting the sides of the box w ith their huge furry paws. 
Every couple hours we would rest in the shade and fill the 
lynx's water dishes which we could access through a small slit 
in the tarp that covered the boxes. During these breaks we
would take in the beauty around us letting our soreness and
pain be forgotten as we each imagined how rightfully these lynx 
belonged in this wilderness. We were alone in the wilderness. 
It was still too early in the'year for hikers or backpackers 
the snow only recently melted from most roads. There was a, 
chill in the air, and ours were the  only human voices for 
perhaps miles. The further we got along on the road, the more 
obstructed it became.

 It was plain to see why the wild lynx 
whose tracks I had seen had reclaimed these ancient homelands. 
They were rightfully theirs, and in the absence of human intru- 
sion, they found all they needed to survive. As the day neared 
its end we came across another lynx trail, this one well dotted 
with the trail of fur from some preyed upon animal. Finally we 
h a d  covered 13 miles and decided to set camp for the night. The 
lynx were moved some distance away from our camp, but still 
within sight. Tired and sore we fell onto the ground and into 
our sleeping bags to rest before the big day tom o rrow. In the 
early morning we rose and left our camp supplies where they lay 
as we had only a couple miles to go to reach the release site.



B y now we had le ft even the abandoned road and were now on trail. 
Our path became more obscure and the lynx were more restless 
after now almost two days in their boxes. We decided to release 
the lynx as soon as we had reached a small clearing in the 
forest I had scouted the previous day. Once we reached the 
clearing, we placed the lynx near a small stream where they 
could drink if they wanted and then began to spread feces we had 
brought from the sanctuary so the lynx would recognize this 
place as their new home.

 A f t e r  a c o u p l e  h o u r s  o f  q u i e t  we all
g a t h e red o n  a l a r g e  b o u l d e r  o v e r l o o k i n g  the c l e a r i n g  s o m e  d i s t a - 
n c e  a w a y. We w e r e  g i d d y  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  as the m o m e n t  e a c h  of 
|us h a d  w a i t e d  m o n t h s  for a r r i v e d .  S o m e  o f  u s  h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  
w i t h  a n i m a l  l i b e r a t i o n  a c t i o n s ,  but n o t h i n g  c o u l d  p r e p a r e  n s  for 
the r e t u r n  of t w o  p r i s o n e r s  to t h e i r  h o m e l a n d .  T h i s  w a s  an 
a c t i o n  I n r e s p o n s e  to e a c h  of o u r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  s o r r o w s  we h e l d  
for w h a t  w a s  q u i c k l y  b e c o m i n g  of t h e  l ast w i l d  a n i m a l  n a t i o n s .

Our g e n e r a t i o n  w a s  the first to see so m a n y  s p e c i e s  in the p r i s - 
o n s  we c a l l  z o o s  a n d  fur f a r m s ,  or w o r s e  n o t  to s e e  s o m e  s p e c i e s  
at a ll. A d o o r  w a s  c l o s i n g ,  o n e  t h a t  in the p a s t  l e d  to a w o r l d  
w h e r e  a n i m a l s  a n d  h u m a n s  l i v e d  h a r m o n i o u s l y. A n d  as tha t  d o o r  
c l o s e d  with e a c h  c l e a r c u t  f o r e s t  or d a m m e d  ( d a m n e d )  r i v e r ,  we 
fell f u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  a w a y  f r o m  e v e r y  r e a l i z i n g  the d r e a m  our] 
a n c e s t o r s  l i v e d .  T h e  l i b e r a t i o n  a n d  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e s e  f e w  f u r  
f a r m  p r i s o n e r s  w a s  o u r  s m a l l  a t t e m p t  at h o l d i n g  t h a t  d o o r  o p e n  
l o n g  e n o u g h  f o r  o t h e r s  to r e a l i z e  w h a t  w e  w e r e  l o s i n g  a n d  come 
to the a i d  o f  o u r  p e r s e c u t e d  a n i m a l  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s .

W h e n  t h e  m o m e n t  a r r i ved to o p e n  the b o x e s ,  I l o o k e d  at e v e r y o n e  
to e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r e a d y ,  a n d  c l i m b e d  d o w n  f r o m  the r o c k  
a n d  s l o w l y  a p p r o a c h e d  the t w o  l y n x  b o x e s .  S t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  the 
b o x e s ,  I p r a y e d  s i l e n t l y to the e a r t h  s p i r i t s ,  b e g g i n g  f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  two g e n t l e  s p i r i t s  w h o  w e r e  n o w  r e t u r n i n g  
h o m e. We h a d  f o l l o w e d  all t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s  we h a d .  To o u r 
h e a r t s a n d  m i n d s ,  a n d  as g i v e n  by  the B l a c k f o o t  m e d i c i n e  
w o m a n .  The b e f o re we had sm u d g e d the two lynx a n d  n o w  It w a s  
to t u rn o v e r  a n y  c o n t r o l  to th e e a r t h  m o t h e r .

 G r a b b i n g  e a c h  b o x
 d o o r  in o n e  h a n d, I s l i d  t h e m  o p e n  at  the s a m e  t i m e  a n d  q u i c k l y  
r e t r e a t e d  b a c k  to  the b o u l d e r .  As s o o n  as t h e b o x e s  o p e n e d , t h e  
l y n x  w e r e  o u t .  Not r u n n i n g ,  but o u t. T h e y  s t a r e d  f i r s t  at 
e a c h  o t h e r ,  a p p e a r i n g  l i k e  a m i r r o r  i m a g e  a n d  t h e n  b e g a n  s c a n n i n g 
t h e i r  s u r r o u n d i n g s  f r o m  the s t r e a m  that t r i ckled b e f o r e  t h e m  to 
the c e d a r  t r e e  c a n o p y  a h u n d r e d  f e e t  i n t o  the sky. T h e y  n e v e r  
l o o k e d  b a c k .  S l o w l y  t h e y  b e g a n  to i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e i r  n e w  h o m e ,
s t e p p i n g  g i n g e r l y  o v e r  l o g s ,  s i p p i n g  t h e  f r e s h  w a t e r  in t h e  
s t r e a m  a n d  w i t h i n  ten m i n u t e s  m e l t ed i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t  a r o u n d  
them, o n e  f o l l o w i n g  the o t h e r .  T h e y  w e r e  g o n e. M a y b e  t h e y  

w o u l d  s t a r v e ,  or m a y b e  t h e y  w o u l d  b e k i l l e d  b y  a n o t h e r  l y n x o r 
s o m e  o t h e r  p r e d a t o r .  But t h e n  a g a i n ,  m a y b e ,  j u s t  m a y b e  t h e y  
w o u l d  d i g  i n t o  t h e i r  g e n e t i c  m e m o r y  a n d  h u n t  the s n o w  s h o e  h a r e,
f o r g e t  the m o n t h s  in c a p t i v i t y  a n d  h a v e  k i t t e n s  a n d  l i v e .  R e a l l y  
live. No h u m a n  w o u l d  e v e r  d e c i d e the f a t e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  a n i m a l s .  
L i b e r a t i o n  for t h e m  m e a n t  the total i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  h u m a n  
i n t e r f e r e n c e .



 W i l d l i f e  rehabilitators had told us of the abili- 
ty of domestic cats to survive in the wild, and in their opinion 
bobcats and lynx had even more going for them. What they needed 
most was isolation from humans. Preparing the lynx as we had, 

introducing live animals into their diet had taught them to 
see other animals as food, not something handed to them dead 
already. Placing the lynx in large enclosures had allowed them 
to develop muscular strength that was not possible in the small 
cages on the fur farm, and isolating them from human view had 
reinforced their fear of humans.

I like to think that for, the 
 lynx we released one of their g rea test freedoms w a s to never 
run into the end of their cage. When we obtained them, their 
cages got larger and larger, and finally their last, residence 
w ould be the largest roadless area left in their range in the 
lower 48 states . I hope they ran and jumped, drank sweet spring 
w aters and munched the tasty flesh of yearling snow shoe hares 
w ho lived in abundance in the Spring of 1 9 9 1 .  I  like to think
that the lynx had kittens who w ould never see a human be in g . 
Kittens who would only know the world of their great-grandpare- 
nts. And when the day came when our former lynx friends crossed 
over into the lynx spirit world, I hope all their memories were 
of be in g a lynx and not any within a cage.

 Later that night we
a ll returned to our campsite and broke down the now empty lynx 
boxes and sat around the campfire lost in our own thoughts. 
Without the lynx I felt like a visitor in a world I would 
probably never quite fully understand. Around the campfire we 
talked about food (as ours had ran out) and sang songs from  
our urban earth warrior culture, mostly punk rock songs about 
smashing the state and animal liberation. We were the lost 
children of earth, but w e were struggling to find our own way 
home as the lynx now had.

________ That night we all fell asleep early
rolled in our sleeping bags which were sprawled around the now 
dead campf ire. A s I tried to sleep I could not help but recog- 
nize a fear I h a d  not felt since I was a child camping in the 
wilderness. I felt that something was out there, just outside 
of sight of view. I laughed to myself and rolled over and tried 
to sleep, but the fear would not go away. Then I heard it. It 
was a low throated growl that I tried hard to believe was the 
river. Then it was closer. First in front of me, then behind 
me. In the moonless night all I could hear was a GRRRrrrr..... 
as it moved around the campsite. Finally the sound d i s a p peared 
and one by one we began to whisper, "Did you hear th a t ?!" not 
even knowing whether a n y o n e  w a s  awake. We all were and we
all had heard it.



 T h e n  it dawned on us. Amongst our cam p gear 
the em pty boxes with their lynx scent and the bags we had used 
to carry the lynx's feces, it was a scent siren to every wild 
lynx in the area. We had been visited by a native lynx who 
recognized the smell of one of his own.

W e  were indeed o n ly visitors to this enchanted world where 
the Lynx Nation reigned supreme 
and it felt good to fear towards an animal who had visited us on its own terms, not our own. 

We returned to our own
 world, to the cities and freeways, the world where the only lynx 

were hanging from coat racks in posh department stores and fur boutiques.

A n d  back in Ronan, Montana the lynx still pace their 
cages, staring at the wilderness they o nce called home. T h e y  
remain prisoners of a war that began when the first European se t 
foot in their world spreading jaws of steel that would begin t o  
bite away at their peaceful nation. And it is a war that c o n t i -  
nues today on any one of hundreds of fur farms and traplines 
near you. W hat remains to be seen is whether other children of
earth will break from the ranks and join us in trying to h o l d ____
open the door to the world that is quickly disappearing l e a v i n g  
us alone in a world where only Mam and his machines reign supreme.



mink
 4 arrested

On November 20, 1996 four members of the Coalition To Abolish 
the Fur Trade (GAFT) were arrested near Berkshire Fur Farm in 
Hinsdale, Massachusetts and charged with releasing mink from 
their cages. The four are now out on bail awaiting trial and 
need our help and support. Jaime Roth, Alex Smolak, Grant and 
Warren Upson are all being targeted for their outspoken work 
in defense of animals killed for the fur trade in a state that 
has seen recent raids by the Animal Liberation Front (ALF).

In August 1996, the ALF released over 1,000 m ink from Berkshire 
Fu rs, and returned again in October to release another 100.
The ALF has been active recently in the Northeast, striking fur 
farms in New Hampshire, New York and Connecticut. Ever since 
the earliest recorded colonial settlement of the Northeast have 
mink and other fur bearers been exploited by the fur trade. Now 
as a result of these non-violent actions, at least one fur farm 
is reportedly going out of business.

Mink are native to the Northeast. Historic records report that 
they were being trapped for their fur for European export as 
early as 1621. Wild mink populations have steadi ly been 
depleted by commercial trapping and environmental pollution of 
their waterway habitat. Many of the ALF's liberated mink from 
the Northeast are now living a life of freedom fulfilling an 
integral part in the aquatic environment their ancestors were 
stolen from 70 years ago when captive-breeding of mink for their 
fur began. Mink released from fur farms in Canada, Europe and 
Scandinavian have successfully survived in the wild, yet North 
America is the native homeland of all mink on fur farms.

The Fur Commission of the USA is playing an active role in 
contributing background information on the CAFT activists and 
is pressuring the District Attorney to make an example of the 
young non-violent animal liberationists. The four activists 
w h o  have pled not guilty refuse to condemn the actions of the 
ALF which their Boston chapter of CAFT has repeatedly defended. 
Partially because of this the Fur Commission is eager to make 
an example of anyone who poses a legitimate threat to their 
barbaric trade in native wildlife or speaks out for those who 
do. A $100,000 reward currently exists for the capture and 
conviction of ALF warriors who are responsible for more than 
24 raids on fur farms across Nort h  America that have rescued 
a n d  r e l e a s e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i n k .



Jaime, Alex, Grant and Warren are up against not only a crooked 
legal system that protects those who abuse animals rather than 
those trying to prevent it, but also a billion dollar industry 
that sustains itself on the death and destruction of native 
wildlife by the millions. Most of whom are slaughtered for 
luxury garments for export to Asia, the former Soviet Union and 
other European countries as has been the history of commercial 
wildlife exploitation in North America for hundreds of years.

These four brave committed young warriors only crime is that they 
refused to remain silent as American wildlife and the environment 
is destroyed in order to make a quick buck, all at the expense of 
future generations of all life. Rather than be punished by the 
law, these four should be commended for taking social and ecological 
responsibility to cease the war on wildlife that the fur industry 
has waged on this continent for over 400 years.

It is vital as a sincere resistance movement, that all people either 
animal rights activists, environmentalist indigenous sovereigntist 
or their supporters stand behind these targeted individuals who are 
challenged by the fur trade and the society which sanctions their 
bloody activities. The fur trade is one of Europe's most ecologic- 
ally and culturally destructive imports to North America. It is 
responsible for the introduction of alcoholism, prostitution, 
disease, and greater inter-tribal violence than previously existed. 
The fur trade also continues to eradicate and commercially exploit 
native species of furbearing animal nations and demonstrate cruel 
and callous disrespectful treatment of their prisoners and survivors 
on fur farms and traplines today.

P lease donate a few bucks to Jaime, Alex, Grant and Warren's legal 
defense. Fighting any legal indictment is costly and time consuming 
and it is important that these friends know that they are not alone, 
in their battle. If you cannot spare any financial assistance at 
this time, please drop them a letter or card just to let them know 
you are one of the many who believe mink and foxes belong in the 
wild and not on one of North America's 800 fur farms .

Letters of support 
CAFT Boston 
PO Box 3 8 18 5 5  
Cam bridge. MA 0 2 2 3 8 . USA

Donations lor legal and court costs 
CAFT
PO Box 82 2 4 1 1
Dallas. TX 7 5 3 8 2 . USA
Please m ark it for the M ass. 4



On D e c e m b e r  17th, 1996 the Tupac Amaru R e v o l u tio n a r y  
M o v e m e n t  (MRTA) st ormed the Lima, Peru r e s i d e n c e  of the 
J a panese A m b a s s a d o r  d u r i n g  a d i p l o m a t i c  c o c k t a i l  p a r t y  
c e l e b r a t i n g  the b i rth of J a p a n ' s  E m peror taki n g  a l m o s t  
500 of Per u' s most p o l i t i c a l  elite hostage. The 2 3  
g u e r r i l l a s  c r a shed the party by b l o w i n g  through a wall 
in the J a p a n e s e  c o m p o u n d  and gained ent r y  w i thout 
invi ta ti on . MR TA  forces e n gaged s e curity and p o lice in 
a gun b a ttle that included gr e n a d e  a t tacks that k i l l e d  
no one and i n j ured only one rebel. MRTA g u e r r i l l a s  were 
qui ck  to she p h e r d  the f r i g h t e n e d  p a r t y - g o e r s  into the 
a m b a s s a d o r s  r e s i d e n c e  while their com p a n eros p l a n t e d
b o o b y - t r a p s  and mi ned the gr o u n d s  of the c o m p o u n d  ______
Armed with gr enades, a u t o m a t i c  weapons, a n t i - t a n k  g u n s ,  
plas ti c e x p l o s i v e s  and a rocket launcher, MR T A  then 
issued a s t a t e m e n t  to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i a  and Peru's 
govern m e n t  d e m a n d i n g  e c o n o m i c  reform for the n a t i o n ' s  
m a j o r i t y  po or  livi n g  in poverty, the r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
MR TA  as a n o n - v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  polit i c a l  party, and 
the r e lease of over 400 MRTA p r i s o n e r s  of war.

The lea der  of the l i g h t n i n g  strike raid is N e s t o r  Cerpa 
who has taken the na me of H em ijilio Huerta in h o nor of 
a  close fri en d who w as a textile uni o n  m e m b e r  m u r d e r e d  
by po lice d u r i n g  a 1 9 7 4 labor strike ag a i n s t  the textile  
mill wh ere he and Ce rpa or g a n i z e d .  Cerpa is a f o r m er 
unio n le ader who was jailed in 1979 for l e a d i n g  a 
worker o c c u p a t i o n  of a n o t h e r  textile plant w h i c h  w a s  
bein g sh ut do wn . C e r p a ' s wife is one of the MR T A  m e m b e r s  
who is in p r i s o n  and who s e  fr e e d o m  is d e m a n d e d  b e f o r e  
the last h o s t a g e s  can be released.

MRTA



I n s i d e  t h e  J a p a n e s e
c o m p o u n d ,  C e r p a  e n g a g e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  
d e b a t e  w i t h  h o s t a g e s  a n d  w a s  c a r e f u l  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  a l l  
w hy M R T A 's a c t i o n  w a s  n e c c e s a r y .  "We a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  we h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  i n t o  t h i s  b y  n 
g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  r e s p o n d . . . "  W i t h i n  d a y s  o f  
t h e  t a k e o v e r ,  MRTA r e l e a s e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  h o s t a g e s ,  
m an y  o f  whom  s h o o k  h a n d s  w i t h  t h e i r  c a p t o r s  a n d  w i s h e d  
th e m  g o o d  l u c k  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  t o  g a i n  g r e a t e r  d e m o c r a c y ,  
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a n d  f r e e d o m

O f t h e  7 2  h o s t a g e s  t h a t  r e m a i n ,  5 a r e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  
j u d g e s ,  8 m i l i t a r y  g e n e r a l s ,  5 c o n g r e s s m e n ,  m i n i s t e r s  

l e g i s l a t o r s ,  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  a n d  p o l i c e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  J a p a n e s e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  
P r e s i d e n t  F u j i m o r i ' s  b r o t h e r .  A m ong t h e s e  h o s t a g e s  a r e  t h e  
v e r y  p e o p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  P e r u ' s  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y  a n d  
f l a g r a n t  r e c o r d  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e s  s u c h  a s  G e n e r a l  
M a x im o  R i v e r i a  D i a z ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  P e r u ' s  a n t i - t e r r o r i s m  
p o l i c e  a n d  G e n e r a l  G u i l l e r m o  B o b b i o  Z e v a l l o s ,  t h e  h e a d  
o f  S t a t e  S e c u r i t y  P o l i c e .  A G u a t e m a l a n  a m b a s s a d o r  h e l d  
h o s t a g e  w a s  r e l e a s e d  b y  MRTA i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  r e c e n t  
p e a c e  a c c o r d  w i t h  g u e r r i l l a s  i n  G u a t a m a l a .  A U r a g u a y a n  
a m b a s s a d o r  w a s  a l s o  r e l e a s e d  f o l l o w i n g  U r a g u a y ' s  r e l e a s e  
o f  2 MRTA p r i s o n e r s  a w a i t i n g  e x t r a d i t i o n  t o  P e r u . ,

A P e r u v i a n  e c o n o m i s t  w h o  w a s  r e l e a s e d  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  c a p t o r s  
a s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t e r r o r i s t s ,  " T h e y ' r e  g u y s  t h a t  a r e  n i c e ,  
a c t u a l l y .  T h e y  d o n ' t  s h o u t ,  t h e y  a s k  y o u  ' p l e a s e ' .  T h e r e ' s  
a  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e r e  b e t w e e n  so m e  o f  t h e  h o s t a g e s  a n d  k i d n a p
p e r s .  P r o m i s i n g  t o  a d h e r e  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s -  
r e g a r d i n g  h o s t a g e s ,  MRTA g u e r r i l l a s  r e f u s e d  t o  f i r e  o n  tw o  
h o s t a g e s  w ho  e s c a p e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  h o u r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n .  B e n e a t h  N e s t o r  C e r p a  a r e  tw o  d e p u t i e s  n a m e d
A r a b o  a n d  P a l e s t i n o  w ho  a r e  i n  t h e i r  m i d - 3 0 ' s  w i t h  a  g i f t  
o f  j o k e - t e l l i n g .  " T h e s e  g u y s  w e n t  o n  a n d  o n  a s  i f  we w e r e  
o l d  f r i e n d s  f r o m  s c h o o l . "  s a i d  a  c o n g r e s s m a n  h e l d  h o s t a g e ,  

T h e y  w e r e  d y i n g  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  w a r  s t o r i e s  t o  a n y b o d y
T h e  r e s t  o f  M R T A 's  21 w a r r i o r s  i n  t h e  c o m p o u n d  s e e m  t o  b e  
n o  o l d e r  t h a n  2 0  a n d  w ho j o i n e d  a f t e r  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  d e a t h  
a n d  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o f  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  t e r r o r i s t  
o r  w a t c h i n g  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  f o r  a l l e g e d l y  
s y m p a t h i z i n g  w i t h  MRTA. Two o f  t h e  r e b e l s  a r e  y o u n g  i n d i g e n
o u s  w om en f r o m  t h e  j u n g l e  r e g i o n s  w ho  w e r e  k n o w n  t o  w a v e  a w a y  
h o s t a g e s  w a t c h i n g  TV w i t h  t h e i r  K a l a s h n i k o v  a s s a u l t  r i f l e s  s o  
t h e y  c o u l d  w a t c h  t h e  M e x ic a n  s o a p  o p e r a ,  " M a r i a  f r o m  t h e  
B a r r i o "  w h e n  n o t  o n  g u a r d  d u t y .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e i r  
l i v e s  g i v i n g  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e  w ho  h a v e  c a u s e d  
c e n t u r i e s  o f  s u f f e r i n g  u p o n  t h e i r  p e o p l e .

B u t b e h i n d  t h e  a l m o s t  c a s u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o s t a g e s  
a n d  t h e i r  c a p t o r s  t h e r e  l i e s  a h i s t o r y  o f  i n t e n s e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  
a b u s e s  a n d  a  d e a d l y  c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y  p r o g r a m  t h a t  h a s  f o r c e d  
P e r u v i a n ’ s  s u c h  a s  MRTA t o  t a k e  u p  a r m s  i n  t h e i r  q u e s t  f o r  
l i b e r t y  a n d  j u s t i c e .  W i t h i n  a m o n th  o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n ,  MRTA 
i n v i t e d  f o r e i g n  j o u r n a l i s t  i n t o  t h e  c o m p o u n d  t o  h e a r  t h e i r  
g r i e v a n c e s  a g a i n s t  F u j i m o r i ' s  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  m i l i t a r y  r e f u s e d  
t o  a l l o w  e n t r y ,  s o  a b o u t  2 0  P e r u v i a n  a n d  f o r e i g n  j o u r n a l i s t -  
d e f i e d  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  s w a rm e d  i n t o  t h e  c o m p o u n d .  T h e  MRTA 
g u e r r i l l a s  w e lc o m e d  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  g u e s t s  a n d  s h o w e d  t h e m  
h o s t a g e s  w h o  h a d  n o t  b e e n  h a r m e d  a n d  a p p e a r e d  i n  g o o d  s p its 
a n d  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .



M R T A  t h e n  b e g a n  i t s  a c c o u n t  o f  
s a d  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  f o r  a n y o n e  o p p o s i n g  F u j i m o r i ’ s  a u t h o r i t ­
a r i a n  r e g i m e ,  r e p e a t i n g  t h a t ,  "We a r e  n o t  t e r r o r i s t s " .
I n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  F u j i m o r i  h a s  e m b r a c e d  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c i e s  
d e s i g n e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e t a r y  F u n d  a n d  t h e  W o r ld  
B a n k  s u c h  a s  p r i v a t i z a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r i e s ,  o p e n i n g  
t h e  e c o n o m y  t o  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  i n c r e a ­
s i n g  e x p o r t s  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  P e r u ' s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .
M uch o f  t h i s  h a s  c a u s e d  P e r u ' s  80% u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  a n d  
f o r c e d  o v e r  50% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  l i v e  ( a n d  d i e )  i n  p o v e r t y .  
A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  a p p e a l i n g  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  
h u m a n  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  t o  n o  a v a i l ,  MRTA h a s  c a t a p u l t e d  t h e  i s s u e  
o f  P e r u ' s  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e s  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  m e d i a  w h e r e  i t  h a s  g a i n e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t s  
w o r l d w i d e .  N o t  b a d  f o r  a  g r o u p  o f  y o u n g  i m p o v e r i s h e d  i n d i g e n ­
o u s  m en  a n d  w o m en  w h o  r o s e  a b o v e  t h e i r  o p p r e s s i o n  t o  d e m a n d  
b a s i c  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  f r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  
t h a t  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .

I n  1 9 9 2  P r e s i d e n t  F u j i m o r i  s t a g e d  a " s e l f - c o u p ” c o m p l e t e  w i t h  
m i l i t a r y  t r o o p s  w ho  d i s s o l v e d  c o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  j u d i c i a l  
s y s t e m  a n d  r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I m p o s i n g  a 
" s t a t e  o f  e m e r g e n c y "  F u j i m o r i  i m p o s e d  h a r s h  " a n t i - t e r r o r i s m  
l a w s  t o  f i g h t  t h e  g u e r r i l l a  m o v e m e n ts  t h w a r t i n g  f o r e i g n  
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  54% o f  
P e r u ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  i n d i g e n o u s ,  34% o f  m ix e d  S p a n i s h  a n d  
i n d i g e n o u s  a n c e s t r y  y e t  P e r u ' s  m i n o r i t y  w h i t e  a n d  J a p a n e s e  
u p p e r  c l a s s  c o m p r i s e  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e .  F u j i m o r i ' s  i n c r e a s e d  
m i l i t a r y  p o w e r s  h a v e  l e d  t o  a  r e c o r d  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e s  
t h a t  s u r p a s s  a n y  b l a m e d  o n  P e r u ' s  g u e r r i l l a s .

C o u n t e r
i n s u r g e n c y  c a m p a i g n s  h a v e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t a r g e t e d  a n y o n e '
c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  lie  t h e y  u n i o n  o r g a n i z e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  
j o u r n a l i s t ,  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t s  n r  h u m a n  r i g h t s  w o r k e r s .
As o f  1 9 9 5  A m n e s ty  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a d  d o c u m e n t e d  t h o u s a n d . ' ;  o f  
c a s e s  o f  ” d i s s a p p e a r n n e e s " , u n f a i r  t r i a l s ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  e a s e s  
o f  i m p r i s o n e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s ,  m a s s a c r e s  hy  t h e  P e r u v i a n  
m i l i t a r y ,  t o r t u r e  a n d  e x t r a - j u d i c i a l  e x e c u t i o n s  h y  b o t h  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i f i e .  I n  o n e  c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
1 9 9 4 ,  a t  l e a s t  3 0 ‘ p e a s a n t s  w e r e  e x e c u t e d  h y  t h e  P e r u v i a n  
A rm y . C i t i z e n s  s u s p e c t e d  o f  t e r r o r i s m  a r e  r o u t i n e l y  b l i n d - 1  
f o l d e d ,  b e a t e n ,  h u n g  f r o m  c e i l i n g s ,  e l e c t r o c u t e d ,  n e a r l y  
d r o w n e d  a n d  r a p e d .  O ne p r e g n a n t  wom an i t  i s  r e p o r t e d  w a s  
s o  t e r r i f i e d  b y  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  t h a t  
s h e  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  a b o r t e d  f ro m  f e a r .



B e tw e e n  1 9 8 0 - 1 9 9 2 ,  o f
a l l  e x t r a - j u d i c i a l  e x e c u t i o n s  i n  P e r n ,  53% a r e  b l a m e d  o n  t h e  
P e r u v i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w i t h  45% b la m e d  o n  t h e  M a o i s t  S h i n i n g  
P a t h  g u e r r i l l a s  w ho s h a r e  n o  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  MRTA, w ho a r e  
b la m e d  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  1% o f  a b u s e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  
o f   a U. S .  b u s i n e s s m a n .  I n  1 9 95  a m n e s t y  l a w s  w e r e  p a s s e d  
e f f e c t i v e l y  c l o s i n g  a l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  p r o s e c u t i o n s  o f  
h u m an  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i c e

T h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  f a i r  t r i a l  i n  P e r u  ( n o t  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a n y w h e r e ) .  , T h e  new  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t s  b o a s t  a  97%  
c o n v i c t i o n  r a t e .  T h e  d r a c o n i a n  " a n t i - t e r r o r i s m  l e g a t i o n  
a l l o w s  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  

 t o  b e  i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  6 y e a r s  f o r  s i m p l y  d e f e n d i n g  
t e r r o r i s m " .  I n  t h e  s e c r e t  t r i a l s  d e f e n s e  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  d e n i e d  
a c c e s s  t o  d e f e n d a n t s  u n t i l  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e i r  t r i a l ,  a n d  a r e  
p u t  i n  h o o d s  a n d  d r i v e n  a r o u n d  i n  c i r c l e s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  
t o  t h e  h i d d e n  c o u r t r o o m s .  I n s i d e  t h e  c o u r t r o o m s  t h e y  a r e  
s t i l l  h o o d e d  a s  a r e  t h e  j u d g e s  w ho s i t  b e h i n d  m i r r o r e d  
D e f e n s e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d . 
M i l i t a r y  p r osecutors m a k e  c a s e s  t o   m i l i t a r y  j u d g e s .

M i g u e l
R u iz  C o n e j o ,  a j o u r n a l i s t ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  e v e r  t o  b e  
p a r d o n e d  f ro m  P e r u ' s  n o t o r i o u s  m ax im um  s e c u r i t y  Y a n a m a y o  
p r i s o n  h i g h  i n  t h e  A n d e s  w h e r e  m an y  MRTA p r i s o n e r s  a r e  h e l d .
A t h i s  t r i a l ,  t h e  j u d g e  h i d  b e h i n d  a  w o o d e n  p a r t i t i o n  d r i l l e d  
w i t h  h o l e s ,  h i s  v o i c e  d i s t o r t e d  t h r o u g h  a n  e l e c t r o n i c  s p e a k e r  
t o  m ak e  i t  s o u n d  r o b o t i c .  A t h i s  s i d e  w a s  a " c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  
l a w y e r  t r e m b l i n g  u n d e r  h i s  h o o d ,  " N o t h i n g  h e  s a i d  s h o w e d  a n y . 
k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  l a w ,  i t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  c o o k . "  h e  s a i d .
THe j u d g e  l e t  R u iz  C o n e jo  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  b e f o r e  h e  h a d  
f i n i s h e d  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e y  h a n d e d  h im  a p i e c e  o l  p a p e r  w i t h !  
h i s  s e n t e n c e  w r i t t e n  o n  i t .  T r i a l s  o f t e n  l a s t  n o  m o re  t h a n
1 0  m i n u t e s .  D u r i n g  R u iz ,  C o n e j o ' s  t r a n s f e r  t o  Y a n a m a y o ,



s o l d i e r s  p r e t e n d e d  t o  t h r o w  h i m  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w h i l e
b l i n d f o l d e d  o p e n i n g  u p  t h e  a i r c r a f t ' s  d o o r  a n d  t h e n  l a u g h i n g  
P r i s o n  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  Y a n a m a y o  l o c a t e d  a t  1 2 ,0 0 0  f e e t  i n c l u d e  

b e l o w  f r e e z i n g  t e m p e r a tu r e s , u n h e a t e d  c e l l s  a n d  w a t e r  a n d  n o ,  
g l a s s  i n  w i n d o w  f r a m e s .  A n o t h e r  p r i s o n  i s  b e i n g  b u i l t  a t   

1 6 ,5 0 0  f e e t  i n  a p a r t  o f  t h e  A n d e s  c a l l e d  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y ,
P e r u v i a n  S i b e r i a  w h e r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e n d s  t o  t r a n s f e r  
MRTA p r i s o n e r s  a n d  o t h e r  " t e r r o r i s t  a n d  t r e a s o n e s t  c i t i z e n s '
At t h e  n a v a l  p r i s o n  i n  C a l l a o ,  d u n g e o n - l i k e  c e l l s  a r e  r e s e r v e d  
f o r  a h a l f - d o z e n  t o p  r e b e l  l e a d e r s  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  o n l y  
a l l o w e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  6 - f o o t  s q u a r e  c e l l s  c a l l e d  " to m b s "  o n l y  
2 h o u r  a  d a y .  T u b e r c u l o s i s  i s  r a m p a n t ,  a n d  i n s a n i t y  a n d  ‘ 

s u i c i d e  a t t e m p t s  a r e  com m on i n  P e r u ' s  p r i s o n s .

O n e  j o u r n a l i s t
a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  w e r e  j a i l e d  a f t e r  w o r k i n g  f o r  m a g a z i n e s  a n d  
n e w s p a p e r s  c r i t i c a l  o f  F u j i m o r i ' s  g o v e r n m e n t .  O f h e r  5 m i n u t e  
t r i a l  s h e  s a y s ,  " O n c e  y o u  a r e  a r r e s t e d ,  t h e y  s a y ,  'D e f e n d  
y o u r s e l f ' ,  h u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  w ay b e c a u s e  y o u  d o  n o t  know  w ho 
a c c u s e d  y o u ,  y o u  d o n ' t  know  w h a t t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s ,  y o u  h a v e  n o  
a c c e s s  t o  a n y t h i n g .  You h a v e  n o  r e c o u r s e  a t  a l l . "  R o s a   
A l v a r e z  s p e n t  a y e a r  i n  p r i s o n  b e f o r e  b e i n g  " p a r d o n e d " .  S h e  
s a y s  o f  h e r  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  " F o r  t h e  f i r s t  4 m o n t h s ,  we w e r e  
n p t  a l l o w e d  o u t  o f  o u r  c e l l s  a t  a l l .  I n  t h e  m o r n i n g  we w o u ld  
g e t  t e a  o r  c o f f e e .  T h e n  a b o u t  4 p .m .  we w o u ld  g e t  e i t h e r  s o u p  
o r  s t e w .  We c o u l d  n o t  e v e n  g e t  s a n i t a r y  n a p k i n s .  We h a d  t o .  
b a t h e  n a k e d  o u t d o o r s  a t  6 a .m .  We h a d  n o  b o o k s ,  n o  p a p e r ,  n o  
l i g h t s  a n d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o .  I t  w as  w o r s e  t h a n  a n i g h t m a r e  ‘
H e r  h u s b a n d ,  .J o s e  s p e n t  4 y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  
o n l y  a l l o w e d  t o  v i s i t  3 0  m i n u t e s  e v e r y  3 m o n t h s ,  w i t h  n o  
p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t .  " T h a t  m e a n s  I sa w  my c h i l d r e n  f o r  tw o  
h o u r s  a y e a r .  Do y o u  kn o w  w h a t  t h a t  d o e s  t o  a f a m i l y ?  Do 
y o u  kn o w  w h a t  t h a t  d o e s  t o  y o u r  m in d ?

. O f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  5 , 0 0 0
p e o p l e  j a i l e d  o n  t e r r o r i s m  o r  t r e a s o n  c h a r g e s  s i n c e  F u j i m o r i  
b e g a n  h i s  s e c r e t  t r i a l s  i n  1 9 9 2 ,  h u m an  r i g h t s  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  
i d e n t i f i e d  1 ,5 0 4  h s  p r o b a b l y  b e i n g  i n n o c e n t ,  7 65  o f  whom w e r e  
e v e n t u a l l y  f o u n d  h o t  g u i l t y  t h o u g h  m o s t  h a d  a l r e a d y  s p e n t  
m o re  t h a n  3 y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n .  A p e r u v i a n  j o u r n a l i s t  w ho w a s .

im p r i s o n e d  f o r  6 m o n th s  a t  L i m a 's  m axim um  s e c u r i t y  C a s t r o  
C a s t r o  p r i s o n  r e c a l l s  b e a t i n g s  b y  c l u b - s w i n g i n g  g u a r d s  w h o  
w a lk e d  o n  t h e  b a c k s  o f  n a k e d  p r i s o n e r s  f o r c e d  t o  l i e  f a c e  
dow n o n  c o l d  c o n c r e t e .  He a l s o  r e m e m b e r s  b e i n g  f e d  r a t s  i n  
p u t r i d  b e a n s ,  ’ w h i s k e r s  a n d  a l l "  w h i l e  w r o n g l y  i m p r i s o n e d  
on  t e r r o r i s m  c h a r g e s .  " T h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
i n h u m a n ,  a n d  t h e y  s t i l l  a r e  n o w



      But what   
MRTA is best known for by the c itizenry is the hijacking o f    
trucks and the d i s t r ibution of goods to peasants. Following 
  the am b a s sad o r's o c c u p a tion, J a p a n e s e  m e d i a  stated that MRTA 
   has, "a h u g e  p o p u l a r  f o l l o w i n g among the i m p o v e r i s h e d because 
   the money it steals from com panies or r e c eived as ransom    
kidnapping rich people is always passed on to the poor.
    A spokesperson for MR T A  says, "We do things like expropriate 
   food from the b ig supermarket chains and hand it out to the 
    p e o p l e   ...we strike at the army and police who are becom ing 
   more and more like o ccupationa l forces within their own 
   country."

The release of its prisoners is a high priority of MRTA's 
as all guerrillas and political prisoners are routinely 
singled out for torture and abuse. About 1,000 MRTA m e m b e r s 
are now imprisoned, many of whom are now on hunger s t r i k e . 
Though absent from most U .S. news coverage, MRTA are not 
newcomers to P e r u ’s revolutionary scene. The original 
Tupac Amaru was an Incan warrior who led a rebellion in 
the 1500's that almost removed Spanish colonization from  
much of South America. When captured, he was drawn and 
qu artered in public. 200 years later another indi g e n o us 
rebellion took his name in a failed revolt against the 
Spani s h in 1780.

The Tupac Amaru of the twentieth century is a genuine Rob i n 
Hood-like movement resorting to physical violence only as a 
last resort. M R T A 's military successes i n c lude the destruction 
of two m i litary barracks and four military helicopters used in 
c o unter-in surgency operations. MRTA also has bombed a Coca 
Cola bottling plant and the Bank of America, launched a mortar 
attack on the U.S. embassy, fire bombed Kentucky Fried Chicken 
outlets and in a daring prison breakout, dug a 900 foot tunnel] 
under a maximum security prison with the help of unemployed 
miners and rescued 47 MRTA prisoners of war. The l i b e r a t e d 
gue r r illas returned to active duty in MRTA's ranks.



A former Peruvian senator describes , "They 
would go into v i l l a g e s wearing green, singing hymns, giving 
away food, holding up Coca-Cola trucks, and giving Cokes to 
kids." MRTA is so popular in some parts of Peru that w h en 
they marched into v illages, spontaneous fie stas would break 
out, and the guerrillas would dance with the village women 
according to the senator. In a recent arrest and g u n  fight 
with police, MRTA members captured were heard s h o u t i n g , 
" While there is hunger and misery, no one surrenders h e r e!"
A captured "  member said, "We don't engage in t e r r o r i s t 
acts. We fight to change the situation in this country so 
there will no longer be hunger and e x p loitation." Speaking 
out in defense of MRTA can land you in prison, yet o n e  
Peruvian housewife says of the ambassador's palace occupation, 
"I think this is something the people w a n t, w h i le the 
majority keeps quiet, the Em erritistas (MRTA) ar 
protest for u s . "

And where is the United Sta tes in all this? Fol l o w i n g M R T A 's 
raid, a team of "security advisors" was dispatched to Lima, 
possibly it is suspected including Delta Force commandos 
from the armed forces who might offer technical as well as 
physical support should there be a hostage rescue attempt. 
Already Peruvian intelligence h a s  reported t h a t a U.S. spy 
plane outfitted with infra-red cameras has flown several 
reconnaisance missions over the Japanese compound. And 
recent visit t o  L ima by Vice-President A l Gore commended 
Fujimori for his economic programs and eradication of the 
Shining Path guerrilla movement. The U.S. takes great pains 
to ensure that all of the A m e r i c a s  are rid of political 
dissent through foreign aid programs and mili t a r y  assistance. 
The recent presence of U.S. advisors and mili t a r y  hardware 
in Peru is nothing new. A former h i g h - ranking CIA official 
has stated that since the 1960's the CIA has m a i n t a i n e d 
operations in Peru providing military equipment such a s 
h e lic o pters, arms and other combat hardware to the P e r u v ia n



m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i c e  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  C I A 's  
S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  G r e e n  B e r e t s  o n  l o a n  
f ro m  t h e  U .S .  A rm y . T h e s e  U .S .  b a c k e d ,  t r a i n e d  a n d  
e q u i p p e d  f o r c e s  h a v e  e m p lo y e d  b u r n i n g  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  
s u p p o r t e d  g u e r r i l l a s ,  n a p a i m i n g  t h e  j u n g l e  r e g i o n s ,  
s a t u r a t i o n  b o m b in g  a n d  t h r o w i n g  p r i s o n e r s  o u t  o f  h e l i ­
c o p t e r s .  A l l  t h i s  t o  s i l e n c e  P e r u ' s  l a r g e l y  i n d i g e n o u s  
p o p u l a t i o n  w ho h a v e  a l o n g  h e r i t a g e  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r e g i m e s  b u i l t  b y  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s .  U n d e r  
t h e  g u i s e  o f  t h e  "W ar o n  D r u g s "  P e r u  l i k e  M e x ic o  i s  
g i v e n  t h e  t o o l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  F u j i m o r i  g o v e r n m e n t  
t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y  w a r  a g a i n s t  poverty-stricken 

 c i t i z e n s  w ho o n l y  w a n t  a p e o p l e ' s  d e m o c r a c y  a s  
MRTA p r o p o s e s  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  i s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
w o r k p l a c e  a n d  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  i s  f r e e  t o  d e c i d e  t h e i r  own 
d e s t i n y .

M e a n w h i le  b a c k  a t  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a m b a s s a d o r ' s  p a l a c e ;  
F u j i m o r i  h a s  o f f e r e d  t h e  MRTA r e b e l s  f r e e  p a s s a g e  o u t  
o f  P e r u  p o s s i b l y  t o  C u b a  o r  t h e  D o m in ic a n  R e p u b l i c .  
N e s t o r  C e r p a  h a s  a d a m a n t l y  r e f u s e d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h a d  h e  
w a n te d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  MRTA w o u ld  h a v e  s i m p l y  l e f t .  
MRTA h a s  v o w e d  r e s i s t a n c e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  u n l e s s  t h e i r  
b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  a r e  f r e e d  f ro m  t h e  h e l l - h o l e s  
P e r u ’ s  p r i s o n s  a r e .  N e g o t i a t i o n s  t o w a r d s  a p e a c e f u l  
s e t t l e m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  o f f  a f t e r  N e s t o r  C e r p a  a c c u s e d ,  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d i g  a t u n n e l  u n d e r  t h e  
a b a s s a d o r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  t o  e j c e c u t e  a n  a t t a c k  f ro m  a b o v e  
a n d  b e lo w  g r o u n d .

O n ce  a g a i n  we s t a n d  w i t n e s s  t o  a U .S .  a l l i e d  c o u n t r y  
t h a t  c o m m i t s  s u c h  h o r r e n d o u s  h u m an  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  
t h a t  a c e r t a i n  d e a t h  o r  l i f e  o f  m i s e r y  i n  p r i s o n  i s  a  
r i s k  w o r t h  t a k i n g  f o r  t h e  w a r r i o r s  o f  MRTA. I f  P e r u  
h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  I r a q  t h e  U .S .  m e d ia  w o u ld  b e  t r i p p i n g  
o v e r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  e x p o s e  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  t h a t  a f a s c i s t  
d i c t a t o r  c o m m i t t e d  a g a i n s t  i t s  p e o p l e .  U .S .  m i l i t a r y  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  w o u ld  b e  s a n c t i o n e d ,  a n d  U .N . f o r c e s  w o u ld  
a l s o  b e  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  i n s t i l l  d e m o c r a c y .  B u t i n s t e a d  w e 

[h a v e  a c o u n t r y  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  r e c e i v e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  b y  th e )  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b u t  c o m m e n d a t io n  f o r  i t s  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  
b r i d g e  t o  tin*  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y .  H i d i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s h i e l d  o f  
f i g h t i n g  " t e r r o r i s m "  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  f r e e  t o  v i o l a t e  
e v e r y  h u m an  a n d  c i v i l  r i g h t  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s .



W hat s h o u l d
a l s o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  I s  how  c l o s e  we a r e  h e r e  I n  t h e  U .S .i  
t o  d e c l a r i n g  a  " w a r  o n  t e r r o r i s m "  w h ic h  i n v a r i b l y  m e a n s ,  
t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  a n d  f r e e d o m s  t h e  
a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  g a v e  u s  t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  we n e v e r  f a l l  u n d e r  a b r u t a l  r e g i m e  l i k e  t h e  
o n e  i n  P e r u .  N o t o n l y  d o e s  F u j i m o r i ' s  a c t i o n s  r e m a i n  
s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  U .S .  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  t h e y  m i g h t  v e r y ]  
w e l l  b e  t h e  t e s t  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  d o m e s t i c  r e b e l l i o n  o n c e  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  p o p u l o u s  w ak e  u p  t o  t h e  e r o s i o n  o f  t r u e 1 
f r e e d o m .  L i k e  t h e  b r a v e  w a r r i o r s  o f  MRTA we m u s t  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  f o r c e  f o r  c h a n g e  d o e s  n o t  l i e  
w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  s u r v i v e s  i n  
t h e  h e a r t s  o f  a  p e o p l e  d y i n g  t o  b e  f r e e .



 I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 7  t h e  Z a p a t i s t a  A r m y  f o r  N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  ( E Z L N ) r e j e c t e d  a  c o u n t e r p r o p o s a l  f r o m  t h e  
M e x i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  r e m ov e d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  r i g h t s  a n d  c u l t u r e  t h a t  w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  
p e a c e  a c c o r d  s i g n e d  b y  b o t h  M e x i c o  a n d  t h e  EZLN  i n  1 9 9 6 .  Th e  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  a l l o w  U . S .
 c o r p o r a t i o n s  l i k e  L o u i s i a n a - P a c i f i c ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a p e r  a n d  S i mp s o n  P a p e r  t o  c r e a t e  h u g e  t i m b e r
p l a n t a t i o n s  o n  i n d i g e n o u s  a n d  c o mmu n a l  l a n d s .  S i n c e  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  c o u n t e r p r o p o s a l
t h e  Me x i c a n  m i l i t a r y  h a s  e s c a l a t e d  i t s  p r e s e n c e  a r o u n d  Z a p a t i s t a  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  i n c r e a s e

in p a r a m i l i t a r y  g r o u p s  s o m e  o f  w hom  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  b y  M e x i c a n  a n d  U . S .  f o r c e s  t o  t e r r o r i z e  i n d i g e n o u s  
p e o p l e s .  A  L ow  I n t e n s i t y  W a r  i s  b e i n g  w a g e d  i n  C h i a p a s  w i t h  d i s a p p e a r a n c e s ,  k i d n a p p i n g s ,  b e a t i n g s ,  r a p e , 
t o r t u r e ,  s h o o t i n g s  a n d  f i r e  b o mb i n g s  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s  w o r k e r s ,  o b s e rv e r s ,  i n d i g e n o u s  p e a s a n t s  a n d  a n y o n e  
s u s p e c t e d  o f  s y m p a t h i z i n g  w i t h  t h e  E Z L N . I t  i s  n o w  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  f i v e  p e a s a n t s  a  d a y  a r e  b e i n g  a s s a s i -  
n a t e d .  P e n t a g o n  p a p e r s  c o n f i r m  t h a t  M e x i c o  h a s  r e c e i v e d  U . S . ,  I s r a e l i  a n d  Gu a t e m a l a n  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  
a n d  a d v i s o r s  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e s  a  U . S .  m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  C h i a p a s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 9 5 .  T h e s e  " a d v i s o r s "

t r a i n  c o u n t e r i n s u r g e n c y  c o m m a n d o s  a n d  p a r a m i l i t a r y  g r o u p s  a n d  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  U . S. A rm y  i s  a s s i s t i n g  
i n  b r i n g i n g  A r g e n t i n i a n  m e r c e n a r i e s  i n t o  C h i a p a s .  I t  h a s  e v e n  n o w  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  a c t i v e l y  

i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a m o n g s t  t h e  EZLN  d e l e g a t i o n  d u r i n g  p e a c e  t a l k s  i n  1 9 9 5 .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  
f l o w  o f  U . S .  m i l i t a r y  h a r d w a r e  c o n t i n u e s  o v e r  t h e  b o r d e r .  W h i t e  G u a r d s ,  T h r o a t  c u t t e r s ,  R e d  M a s k s  a n d  
P e a c e  a n d  J u s t i c e  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  p a r a m i l i t a r y  g r o u p s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  r u l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  l a r g e  
l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  t h e  M e x i c a n  a n d  U . S .  m i l i t a r y .  A l l  o f  w hom  h a v e  b e g u n  a  v i o l e n t  o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

E Z L N  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  i n  C h i a p a s  w i t h  h o p e s  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s  a n d  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  
o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  o f  a l l  M e x i c o .  A s  a  d e a t h  t h r e a t  t o  2 8  h u m a n  r i g h t s  w o r k e r s  i n  
Ch i a p a s  s a i d ,  " N ow  y o u  w i l l  s e e  h o w  y o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  r e a l l y  w o r k s . "

S O L I D A R I D A D = F U E R Z A

NAFTA=MUERTE



M Y  N A T I V E  

A M E R I C A N  D I E T

L ong b e f o re  Columbus e v e r  s tu m b le d  o n to  th e  b e a c h e s  o f  N o rth  A m erica 
m i l l io n s  o f  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  c a l l e d  t h i s  c o n t in e n t  home. Many o f ]  
th e s e  n a t i o n s  had d e v e lo p e d  r e g u l a r  t r a d e  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  h u n d re d s  and 
even  th o u sa n d s  o f  m i le s ,  and an  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  was m a in ta in e d  by 
many m ore . The t y p i c a l  s t e r e o ty p e  o f  th e  in d ig e n o u s  N o rth  A m erican  
i s  a s  th e  h u n te r ,  and th o u g h  t h i s  i s  a c c u r a t e  f o r  some in d ig e n o u s  
n a t io n s ,  many c u l t u r e s  w ere n o t  p u shed  to w a rd s  a  g r e a t e r  d ep en d en cy  
on h u n t in g  u n t i l  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  E u ro p ean s who f o r c e d  th e  in d ig e n o u s  
p o p u la t io n s  away from  s u s t a i n a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  and i n t o  a  m ore n om ad ic ' 
e x i s te n c e .

T h e  f i r s t  E n g lis h  c o l o n i a l i s t  to  la n d  in  w hat i s  now "New 
England in  th e  1 7 th  C e n tu ry  w as ted  no tim e  in  c a p i t a l i z i n g  and 
l a t e r a l l y  s t e a l i n g  from  th e  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b o u n ty  

T he P i lg r im  s who la n d e d  a t  P lym outh Pork re c o rd  how th e y  r a id e d  h o u se s  
and s t o r e room s of  c o rn  and o th e r  I farm ed fo o d s  and e v e n tu a l ly  th r o u gh

p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  t o o k  o v e r  a l r e a d y  t i l l e d  l a n d s  r a t h e r  t h a n   p e r fo rm in g  th e  
te d io u s  t a s k  o f  c l e a r i n g  t h e i r  own la n d s  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  I t  i s  no 
s e c r e t  t h a t  w i th o u t  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  a s s i s t a n c e  in  l e a r n i n g  how to  
grow t h e i r  o w n  f o o d ,  t h e  f i r s t  E uropean  c o l o n i z e r s  w ould hav e  s t a r v e d  to

We can  g iv e  th a n k s  a l s o  to  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  a g r a r i a n  c u l t u r e  
f o r  su c h  fo o d s  a s  c o rn ,  p o t a to e s ,  many s t r a i n s  o f  b e a n s  and r i c e  and a 
h o s t  o f  o th e r  p l a n t  fo o d s  t h a t  we s u s t a i n  o u r s e lv e s  on to d a y . In f a c t ,  
more th a n  h a l f  o f  a l l  m odem  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  p ro d u ced  c r o p s  w ere d e r i v e d  
from  p l a n t s  d o m e s tic a te d  by in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s .  The h i s t o r i c a l  d e n ia l  
o f  ad v an ced  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m ethods p r a c t i c e d  by in d ig e n o u s  n a t i o n s  i s  in  
k e e p in g  w ith  th e  l i e s  t h a t  we w ere n o t  a h ig h ly  c i v i l i z e d  c u l t u r e .

By l a b e l i n g  u s  a s  h e a th e n s  (a  te rm  t h a t  d e s c r ib e d  th e  p a g a n s  who l i v e d  
on th e  h e a th ,  t h a t  i s  " w a s te la n d s "  o f  w e s te rn  E urope) and s a v a g e s ,  th e  
e a r l y  c o l o n i s t s  w ere a b le  to  j u s t i f y  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  o u r  s o c i e t i e s  
w ith o u t th e  c o n c e rn  one m ig h t g iv e  to  th e  in v a s io n  and c o n q u e r in g  o f  an 
a l r e a d y  c i v i l i z e d  la n d .  A lso  by d e n y in g  advan ced  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  
h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  a b le  to  c o n t in u e  th e  l i e  t h a t  th e  many m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p le  
t h a t  in h a b i t e d  N o rth  A m erica c o u ld  n o t  h av e  e x i s t e d  a s  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  
w ere p r im a r i l y  " h u n te rs_ a n d  g a t h e r e r s " .  T hat i s  one o f  th e  b ig g e s t  l i e s  
o f  th e  . l a s t  500 y e a r s .



Not o n ly  d id  we d o m e s tic a te  m ost o f  th e  food  
p l a n t s  th e  w e s te rn  w o rld  e a t s  to d a y , b u t  we a l s o  d e v e lo p e d  h o r t i c u l t u r a l ,

m e th o d s  t h a t  c r e a t e d  food  s u r p lu s e s  t h a t  a llo w e d  p e a c e f u l  t r a d e  w i t h __
many o th e r  n a t i o n s  o f  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s .  Such f a c t s  sp e a k  o f  th e  t r u th !  
and a r e  p r o o f  t h a t  N o rth  A m erica was a h ig h ly  p o p u la te d  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  

' t h a t  w as in h a b i t e d  by  t e n s  o f  m i l l i o n s  m ore p e o p le  th a n  i s  commonly. 
ta u g h t  o r  b e l i e v e d .  Once th e  t r u t h  i s  known, th e  e x t e n t  o f  E uropean, 
i n f l i c t e d  g e n o c id e  becom es s t a g g e r in g  to  compare

F o r in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  
i n  t h e  S o u th w e s t ,  h u n t in g  was a su p p le m e n ta ry  a c t i v i t y ,  overshadow ed  by 
h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  w hich  p ro v id e d  th e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  food  su p p ly .
|F o r th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  grew  c o m ,  b e a n s  and sq u a sh  
w hich  a r e  c a l l e d  i n  some c u l t u r e s ,  th e  "T h ree  S i s t e r s "  b e c a u se  th e y  w ere 
commonly grown t o g e t h e r .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a s  many a s  500 d i f f e r e n t   
v a r i e t i e s  o f  c o m  w ere grown in  th e  A m ericas p r e v io u s  to  E urop ean  conquest.

 H ere i n  th e  S o u th w e s t, and in  many o t h e r  in d ig e n o u s  c u l t u r e s ,
a n im a ls  w ere n o t  d o m e s tic a te d  f o r  food p r o d u c t io n ,  so  no  d a i r y  p ro d u c ts  
e x i s t e d .

P re v io u s  to  th e  S p a n ish  C o n q u is ta d o rs  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e _  
S o u th w e s t, many in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  s u s t a in e d  th e m se lv e s  on o v e r  85% 
p l a n t  fo o d s  w i th  v e ry  l i t t l e  a n im a l p r o t e i n .  The Y aqui N a tio n  p r im a r i ly ,  
was v e g e t a r i a n  w i th  o n ly  o c c a s io n a l  a n im a l p r o t e i n  i n  th e  form  o f  s h e l l ­
f i s h  w h ich  w ere  e a s i l y  h a r v e s te d  from  th e  s e a .  N a t io n s  t h a t  d id  s u s t a i n  
th e m se lv e s  on  th e  k i l l i n g  o f  w i l d l i f e  o n ly  d id  so  a f t e r  d a y s  o f  p r a y e r  
and p u r i f i c a t i o n .  W ith o u t a  trem en d o u s am ount o f  p r e p e r a t i o n  and r e s p e c t  
th e  k i l l i n g  o f  an  a n im a l r e l a t i o n  m ig h t b r in g  unknown d i s a s t e r  to  a  
p e o p le .  The h u n t in g  o f  any a n im a l was n e v e r  t o l e r a t e d  f o r  s p o r t  o r  fo r  
any o th e r  re a so n  b u t a b s o lu te  n e c c e s i ty  fo r  s u r v iv a l .  Our r e l a t i o n s h ip  
w ith  th e  an im al w orld  was a sa c re d  one , and th e  d e a th  o f  an an im al was 
seen  a s  th e  d e a th  o f  a b e in g  on o u r own s p i r i t u a l  l e v e l .

Much changed
when th e  S p an ish  a r r iv e d  . T he S pan ish  were q u ic k  to  l e a r n  o f  our 
dependency on p la n te d  c ro p s  and began to  b u m  fa rm lan d s  and fo o d s to re s  
a s  a way to  c r e a te  a g r e a t e r  dependency on t h e i r  own r u l e .  N a tio n s  
l i v in g  o u ts id e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  S pan ish  Crown were seen  a s  a  t h r e a t  to  
S pan ish  c o lo n iz a t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  becau se  in d ig en o u s  s la v e s  im m edia te ly  
became n e c e s sa ry  to  th e  S p an ish  f o r  t h e i r  la b o r  in  th e  m ines th a t  
produced th e  g o ld  and s i l v e r  n e c c e sa ry  f o r  th e  S pan ish  Kingdom to  
expand i t s  em pire  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld . For th e  f i r s t  t im e , many 
in d ig en o u s p e o p le s  who r e s i s t e d  t h i s  s la v e ry  and d e g ra d a tio n  were 
fo rce d  to  hun t an im a ls  th ey  r a r e ly  d id  b e fo re . For many n a t io n s ,  
p h y s ic a l v io le n c e  was a l s o  som eth ing  th ey  had r a r e ly  com m itted a g a in s t
humans.



I t  was d u r in g  t h i s  tim e t h a t  th e  h u n te r  and g a th e r e r  s o c i e t i e s  
began in  th e  S outhw est on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  The in t r o d u c t io n  o f  S p an ish  
h o rse s  meant in d ig en o u s  t r i b e s  co u ld  expand t h e i r  ra n g e  and com pete f o r  

[hun ting  la n d s , and th e  d isp la c e m e n t o f  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  from  t h e i r  
homelands meant g r e a t e r  c o n f l i c t  w ith  p re v io u s ly  p e a c e fu l  n e ig h b o rs  

[Some in d ig en o u s  p e o p le s  c o l la b o r a te d  w ith  th e  S p an ish  in  exchange f o r '  
' t h e i r  s u rv iv a l  and f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e la r g e  s c a le  w a r fa re  became common.

The S pan ish  a l s o  were r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  c a t t l e ,  sheep 
and p ig s  in to  N orth A m erica, th e re b y  perm an en tly  a l t e r i n g  such  in d ig e n o u s  
c u l tu r e s  such a s  th e  N avajo who began r a i s i n g  sheep  f o r  wool and m e a t. 
O ther n a t io n s  were fo rc e d  in to  dependence on d o m es tic  l iv e s to c k  a s  t h e i r  
p re -c o n q u e s t c u l tu r e s  were n o t p o s s ib le  d u r in g  th e  c e n tu r i e s  o f  armed 
s t ru g g le  th a t  began in  th e  l a t e  1 6 th  c e n tu ry . Commercial h u n tin g  n e a r  
a re a s  p o p u la ted  by E uropeans d e p le te d  w i l d l i f e  p o p u la t io n s  th a t  in  d ir e  
tim es p ro v id ed  th e  su s te n a n c e  In d ig en o u s p eo p le  r e q u ire d  d u r in g  c ro p  
f a i l u r e s .

By th e  e a r ly  19 th  c e n tu ry  many n a t io n s  in  th e  so u th w e st were7 
[engaged in  a l i f e s t y l e  d ependan t on r a id s  o f  n e ig h b o r in g  t r i b e s  and 
European s e t t le m e n ts  w hich p ro v id ed  th e  fo o d s to re s  and s u p p l ie s  th e y
were u n ab le  to  r a i s e  and m an u fac tu re  th e m se lv e s . By th e  tim e n o n -S p a n ish . 
Europeans reach ed  th e  so u th w e st in  th e  1 8 0 0 s , th e  f a c e  o f  N a tiv e  America 

land su b se q u e n tly  th e  in d ig e n o u s  d i e t  had r a d i c a l l y  been  a l t e r e d .  As m o re  
and more in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  w ere d i s lo c a te d  from  t h e i r  n a t iv e  hom elands, 
a g r e a t e r  dependency on European t r a d e  was c r e a te d .  P e r io d s  o f  peace  f o r  
many n a t io n s  w ere in f re q u e n t  enough to  p re v e n t th e  tim e n e c e s s a ry  to  t i l l  
th e  la n d , p l a n t  h a r v e s t  and p re p a re  food fo r  s to r a g e .

As much a s  th e
war on in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  th em se lv e s  was waged, so  was th e  war on th e  
in d ig en o u s way o f  l i f e .  M i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  w ere p la c e d  in  th e  c e n te r  
o f  hom elands and a l l  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  n o t u n d er S p a n ish  o r  A m erican 
a u th o r i ty  w ere o f te n  c o n s id e re d  h o s t i l e .  T h is  fo rc e d  th o se  in d ig e n o u s  
peop le  r e s i s t i n g  a s s im i la t io n  f u r t h e r  away from th e  p e a c e fu l  p u r s u i t  o f  
t h e i r  pre-E u r opean l i f e s t y l e s  such a s  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  
By th e  tim e th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  r o l le d  a ro u n d , in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  found 
them se lves su rro n d ed  by th e  r a p id ly  in c r e a s in g  European and Mexican 
p o p u la tio n s . C e n tu r ie s  o f  w a rfa re  e v e n tu a l ly  came to  an end a s  th e  l a s t  
in d ig en o u s  n a t io n s  l a id  down t h e i r  arm s.

Many n a t io n s  w ere fo rc e d  o n to
[lands f o re ig n  to  them th a t  w ere o f te n  u n s u i ta b le  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  th e  
'b e s t farm ing  la n d s  go in g  to  th e  c o n q u e ro rs . A new way o f  l i f e  began f o r  
many who p r e v io u s ly  had n e v e r  l iv e d  u n d e r th e  Euro-A m erican r u l e .  W ith  
t h e i r  fo rm er l i f e s t l y e  s h a t t e r e d ,  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  w ere l e f t  w ith  no  
a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t to  a c c e p t th e  m eager h an d o u ts  g iv e n  to  them by th e  U.S, 
governm ent. Thus began th e  p r e s e n t-d a y  food commodity program  t h a t  f o r  
th e  f i r s t  tim e  in tro d u c e d  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  to  fo o d s  p r e v io u s ly  f o re ig n  
to  them . In  M exico, in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  w ere fo rc e d  to  work on l a r g e  
p l a n ta t io n s  grow ing  cash  c ro p s  such a s  c o f f e e ,  henequen , su g a r  cane  and 
co m  th a t  th ey  would n e v e r e a t  th e m se lv e s .



Here in  A rizo n a , n a t iv e
peop le  s lo w ly  l o s t  touch  w ith  t h e i r  a g r a r ia n  h e r i t a g e  a s  th ey  acce p te d  
l iv e s to c k  fo r  t h e i r  su s te n a n c e  and began to  c r e a te  a d i e t a r y  dependency 
on n o n -n a tiv e  fo o d s . G a th e rin g  o f  w ild  foods and c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c ro p s  
wa s  abandoned a s  n a t iv e  peo p le  e n te re d  th e  s o c i e t a l  w o rk fo rce  where 
cash  flow  a llo w ed  them to  o b ta in  foods p re v io u s ly  u n a v a i la b le .  Meat,  
d a iry  and p ro cessed  foods h ig h  in  su g a r and c h o le s te ro l  n o t o n ly  w ere 
p u rch ase d , b u t a l s o  c o n tin u e  to  be p ro v id ed  by th e  U .S. D epartm ent o f  
A g r ic u l tu r e 's  commodity food program  which o f te n  t r a f f i c s  in  food 
s u rp lu se s  to  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s .

T he m etabo lism  and p h y sio lo g y  o f  a
p eop le  r a i s e d  f o r  thousands o f  y e a r s  on w ild  and g e n e t i c a l l y  u n a l te r e d  
p la n t  foo d s in  com bination  w ith  u n p o llu te d  a i r  and w a te r  h as  been  
s e v e re ly  a f f e c te d  by t h i s  f o re ig n  d i e t .  N u tr i t io n  r e l a t e d  h e a l th  
d e f e c ts  have been ram pant on In d ian  R e se rv a tio n s . High r a t e s  o f  o b e s ity ,  
h igh  b lood p r e s s u re ,  d ia b e te s  and co ro n a ry  d is e a s e  a r e  p ro o f  th a t  th e  
war on in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  c o n tin u e s  on a d i f f e r e n t  f r o n t .  In  th e  l a t e  
20th  c e n tu ry  food i s  a weapon. The U n ited  S ta te s  h a s  lo n g  used food 
a id  a s  an  in c e n t iv e  to  b reak  th e  w i l l  of in d ig en o u s  p eo p le  h e re  and 
a b ro a d .

A lso c o rp o ra te  a g r i -b u s in e s s e s  have d e s tro y e d  lo c a l  and 
r e g io n a l  food p ro d u c tio n , r ip p e d  a p a r t  r u r a l  a g r a r ia n  c u l tu r e s  a n d  
p i t t e d  fa rm er a g a in s t  farm er a s  th ey  s t r u g g le  to  s u rv iv e  in  a  w o r ld  
m arket dom inated  by c o rp o ra tio n s  w ith  a monopoly on th e  w o r ld 's  food  
su p p ly . In  many p a r t s  o f  N o rth , C e n tra l  and South  A m erica, in d ig en o u s  
p e o p le s  a r e  eco n o m ica lly  b lack m ailed  in to  grow ing c o m  and g ra in  on la n d s  
th a t  co u ld  feed  t h e i r  own f a m i l ie s  and v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  who b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  
need to  su rv iv e  in  a  c a sh  economy m ust p ro v id e  th e  feed  to  th e  l i v e s t o c k  
in d u s t r y .

A ll so  th e  " F i r s t  W orld" may have t h e i r  B ig M a c 's , Whoppers, 
land o th e r  meat p ro d u c ts  th a t  c o s t  n o t  o n ly  in d ig e n o u s  a g r a r ia n  c u l tu r e s ,  
b u t  a l s o  e c o lo g ic a l ly  v a lu a b le  lan d  and w a te r  t h a t  co u ld  p ro v id e  hea lth y , 
foods in  l a r g e r  q u a n t i t i e s  to  many p o v e r ty  s t r i k e n  p e o p le s . But a l l  i s .  
n o t l o s t .  A re su rg e n c e  has began amongst in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  o f  th e  
so u th w est a s  we re d is c o v e r  th e  w ild  and a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  produced p la n t  
foods t h a t  n o t o n ly  p rov id ed  su s te n a n c e  f o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s ,  b u t a ls o  
c o n t r ib u te  g r e a t ly  to  low er l e v e l s  o f  h e a l th  p ro b lem s.

T epary  b ean s f o r
in s ta n c e  w ere grown h e re  fo r  hundreds o f  y e a r s  and "co n ta in  more p r o te in  

t h a n  so y b e an s . O th er w ild  p la n t  foo d s such a s  P r ic k ly  P ear have long  
'been a  food so u rc e  f o r  n a t iv e  peo p le  and i t  i s  now known th a t  th e  f r u i t s  
and pads from  th e  c a c tu s  a re  f i l l e d  w ith  v ita m in s  and m in e ra ls  and 
s o lu b le  f i b e r  w hich slow s th e  a b s o rp t io n  o f  su g a rs  i n to  th e  body th e re b y  
c o n t r ib u t in g  to  a  r e d u c tio n  and even r e v e r s a l  o f  d ia b e te s  which i s  
common among n a t iv e  p eo p les  o f  th e  so u th w e st. A n a t iv e  p la n t-b a s e d  d i e t  
s im i la r  to  th e  one en joyed  by our a n c e s to r s  a l s o  re d u c e s  c h o le s te r o l  
which h e lp s  low er our r i s k  o f  co ro n ary  h e a r t  d i s e a s e .

S l o w l y  w e  a r e
b eg in n in g  to  app roach  e ld e r s  w ith  knowledge o f  w ild  and t r a d i t i o n a l  food 
p la n t s  to  l e a r n  q u i te  p o s s ib le  o f  th e  d i e t  th a t  can  sav e  u s .  A lso , f o r  
th e  Yaqui N atio n  and o th e r  n a t io n s  w ith  p eo p le  o v e r th e  b o rd e r  i n  Mexico1 
we a r e  a b le  to  lo c a te  food p la n t s  th a t  n ev e r d isa p p e a re d  from  th e  d i e t  
o f  o u r  r e l a t i v e s  who n ev er su b sc r ib e d  to  th e  junk  food c u l t u r e .  Some _  
'w ild  food p la n t s  have been found s t i l l  s u rv iv in g  in  i s o l a t e d  canyons and 
v a l le y s  where se ed s  m ight be h a rv e s te d  fo r  th e  r e b i r t h  o f  o u r a g r a r ia n  
c u l tu r e .  Here in  my d e s e r t  homeland n a t iv e  foo d s in c lu d e  w aterm elon? 
su n flo w er s e e d s , c o m , b ean s , sq u a sh , c h i l e s  many v a r i e t i e s  o f  c a c tu s  
pads and t h e i r  f r u i t  and a h o s t  o f  o th e r  w ild  and d o m e s tic a te d  yet, 
In d ig en o u s  p la n t  foo d s j u s t  w a it in g  f o r  o u r r e d i s c o v e r y .1



S ince my r e tu r n  to  th e  so u th w est a  v egan  d i e t  h a s  ta k e n  on a  w hole new 
m eaning. I t  i s  n o t  o n ly  a  n a tu r a l  d i e t  t h a t  p ro v id e s  optimum h e a l th ,  
bu t a l s o  one t h a t  h e lp s  p re s e rv e  a c u l tu r e  t h a t  was a lm o st l o s t  upon, 
[the in t ro d u c tio n  o f  com m ercial fo o d s . Though n o t a lw ay s v eg an , o u r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  d i e t  can  h e lp  o u r c h i ld r e n  a l s o  l e a r n  th e  s u r v iv a l  s k i l l s  
n e c e s s a ry  to  l i v e  s e l f - s u s t a i n a b l y  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no dependency on 
U.S. governm ent hand o u t s .  By grow ing o u r own food we a l s o  r e tu r n  to  
‘a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  th e  e a r th  th a t  we have n e a r ly  l o s t  in  th e  worl d  
o f  f a s t  food and S a fe w a y 's .

H a rv e s tin g  w ild  food p la n t s  a l s o  re p la c e s
us in  th e  c y c le  o f  l i f e  where i t  i s  ea sy  to  see  th e  d e s e r t  n o t  a s  a 
in h o s p i ta b le  en v iro n m en t, bu t a w orld w a it in g  to  sh a re  w ith  u s  th e  
bounty th a t  h as  s u s ta in e d  human and nonhuman l i f e  f o r  g e n e r a t io n s .  
Though I  have e a te n  an im al p ro d u c ts  on r a r e  o c c a s io n  such a s  ce rem on ies 
and a s  a g u e s t  in  im poverished  h o u seh o ld s where any food i s  welcomed,
I now c o n s id e r  i t  v i t a l  to  d em o n s tra te  to  my fe l lo w  p eo p le  th e  b e n e f i t  
o f  a p u re ly  p la n t-b a s e d  d i e t .  Net o n ly  fo r  our own h e a l th  and t h a t  o f 
th e  en v iro n m en t, b u t a l s o  in  th e  hopes th a t  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  now f o r  us 
to  r e tu r n  to  th e  p re -c o n q u e s t d i e t  th a t  l e t  us l i v e  in  n o n -v io le n t  
harmony w ith  th e  anim al w orld  which we s t i l l  know i s  so  s a c r e d .

T h e
m a jo r ity  o f  o u r  c e rem o n ia l foo d s have alw ays been p la n t - b a s e d ,  co r n  
ta m a le s , b e a n s , sq u a sh , t o r t i l l a s ,  f l a t  e n c h ila d a s  and c h i l e s  and i t  
i s  n o t  h ard  to  remove th e  anim al p ro d u c ts  from o u r d i e t  w ith o u t lo s in g  
any o f  i t s  c u l t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  I t  i s  up to  my g e n e ra t io n  to  r e in t ro d u c e  
th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i e t  th a t  i s  n o t o n ly  one nondependent on c o rp o ra te  o r  
governm ent com m ercial fo o d s b o th  p la n t  and a n im a l, b u t a l s o  one t h a t  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  to  th o se  n o t a b le  to  a f fo r d  th e  p r iv i l e g e  o f  n a tu r a l  food 
s to r e s  and th e r e  som etim es ex p en s iv e  food p ro d u c ts .  A r e tu r n  to  N a tiv e  
American V e g e ta r ia n ism  w i l l  alw ays be a g o a l p a r a l l e l  to  my d e s i r e  f o r  
c u l t u r a l  p r e s e r v a t io n  and p r o te c t io n  o f  ou r hom elands and s o v e re ig n ty .



R E Y K J A V I K  R A I D

On my v e r y  f i r s t  t r i p  a t  s e a  an d  a b o a r d  th e  S ea  S h e p h e rd  i n  1 9 8 5  
we w e re  c r o s s i n g  th e  N o r th  A t l a n t i c  fro m  H a l i f a x ,  Nova S c o t i a  t o
th e  Da n i s h  F a ro e  I s l a n d s  w h e re  we w e re  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  th e
a n n u a l  p i l o t  w h a le  s l a u g h t e r  t h e r e .  A lo n g  th e  w ay , we s to p p e d  t o 
r e f u e l  in  R e y k ja v ik ,  I c e l a n d .  Home o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  o n ly  w h a l in g  
f l e e t ,  a s  so o n  a s  we d o c k e d  p o l i c e  p a t r o l s  w e re  s e t  u p  a ro u n d  o u r 
s h i p  an d  th e  w h a l e r s .  A lso  d i v e r s  w e re  s e n t  down d a i l y  t o c h e c k  
th e  w h a l in g  s h i p s  f o r  m in e s  we m ig h t o f  p l a c e d  on t h e i r  h u l l s  a t  
n i g h t .  A l l  p r e t t y  f l a t t e r i n g  s t u f f  r e a l l y .

                     M e a n w h ile ,  G re e n p e a c e
who h a d  t h e i r  s h i p ,  t h e  S i r i u s  t h e r e  a s  w e l l  g o t  j e a l o u s  a s  t h e i r  
v i s i t  h ad  n o t  m e r i t e d  su c h  a t t e n t i o n .  T h ey  j o i n e d  w i th  t h e  I c e l a- 
n d e r s  an d  c a l l e d  u s  t e r r o r i s t s  f o r  s i n k i n g  w h a l in g  s h i p s ,  an d  b a n -  
n ed  o u r  c re w  fro m  v i s i t i n g  t h e i r  s h i p  e v e n  th o u g h  j o u r n a l i s t s  on 
b o a r d  c o m p la in e d  t o  u s  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  w e re  i n  p o r t ,  G r e e n p e a c e  h a d 
w a tc h e d  p a s s i v e l y  a s  t h e  w h a l in g  s h i p s  w e n t t o  s e a  t o  k i l l  w h a le s  
and  d i d  n o t h i n g .  As lo n g  a s  S ea  S h e p h e rd  w as i n  to w n , t h e  w h a le r s  
r e f u s e d  t o  go  t o  s e a .  C a p ta in  P a u l W atso n  t o l d  them  we w e re  on o u r  
way t o  t h e  F a r o e  I s l a n d s ,  bu t  i f  I c e l a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  a b i d e  by  th e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m o r a to r iu m  on c o m m e rc ia l  w h a l in g  w h ic h  w o u ld  t a k e  
e f f e c t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  su m m er, we w o u ld  be  b a c k .

One d a y w h i le  i n
p o r t ,  I w a lk e d  to  th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  h a r b o r  w h e re  t h e  w h a l in g  s h i p s  
w e re  a n d  w a tc h e d  th e  p o l i c e  w a tc h  me an d  t o l d  m y s e l f ,  " I b e t  t h a t  i f  
we w e re  n o t  h e r e ,  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  no  p o l i c e  g u a r d  on  th e  w h a l e r s . . . " 
B e s id e s  t h e  c o p s ,  t h e r e  w as o n ly  o n e  w a tch m an  o n b o a r d  f o r  a l l  f o u r
w h a l e r s .  I b u r i e d  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  my h e a d  w h e re  a l l
k e e p  a l l  my o t h e r  l i t t l e  s c h e m e s  t o  s a v e  t h e  e a r t h , an d  w en t b a c k  to  
t h e  S ea  S h e p h e r d .

A  y e a r  l a t e r ,  an d  I w as o n b o a r d  t h e  S ea  S h e p h e rd  
a g a i n  t h i s  t im e  i n  Malm o ,  Sw eden f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a lin g  
C o m m is s io n  ( IWC) c o n f e r e n c e .  T h e re  t h e  b i g  new s w as t h a t  I c e l a n d  
w as r e f u s i n g  t o  c e a s e  t h e i r  w h a l in g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  w o r ld -  
w id e  m o r a to r iu m  t o  a s s e s s  w h a le  p o p u l a t i o n s  an d  e v e r y  o t h e r  w h a l in g  
n a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r ld  w as w a tc h in g  to  s e e  w h a t t h e  m em ber n a t i o n s  
w o u ld  d o  s i n c e  t h e  IWC l a c k e d  a n y  e n f o r c e m e n t  b o d y  s a v e  i n d i v i d u a l  
m em ber n a t i o n s  e c o n o m ic  p o w er i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  s a n c t i o n s .  C a p ta i n 

W a t s on r e p e a t e d  h i s  w a r n in g  t o  I c e l a n d  t o  a b i d e  by  t h e  m o r a to r iu m  
o r  f a c e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  m o r a to r iu m  b y  S ea  S h e p h e r d .



          L a t e r  S ea
S h e p h e rd  w o u ld  b e  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n ly  n o n - g o v e r nme n t a l  o b s e r v e r  t o  
be b a n n e d  fro m  t h e  I WC f o r  h a v in g  d o n e  j u s t  t h a t .  T h a t  sum m er we 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  F a r o e  I s l a n d s t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t e r f e r e  wi t h  t h e  
p i l o t  w h a le  s l a u g h t e r  a g a i n .  I  g o t  b e a t  u p ,  a r r e s t e d  a n d  j a i l e d 
b y  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e, and  a f t e r  my r e l e a s e  r e j o i n e d  t h e  
S ea  S h e p h e r d  w h e re  we r e t u r n e d  t o  h a v e  a  r u n n in g  b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  
F a r o e s e P a t r o l  V e s s e l ,  t h e  O l i v a r  H a g l i .

I t  w as aw esom e  t h e y  w e re
t r y i n g  t o  b o a r d  o u r  v e s s e l  a t  s e a  s h o o t i n g  t e a r  g a s  b u l l e t s  a t  u s  
and  l o b b i n g  t e a r  g a s  c a n i s t e r s  o n b o a r d ,  b u t  we th r e w  e v e r y  o n e  b a c k  
a t  them  an d  I  g o t  t o  s h o o t  f l a r e s  an d  a f i r e h o s e  a t  t h e  sam e F a r o e s e  
co p  who h a d  b e a t e n  an d  a r r e s t e d  m e. V ery  e m p o w e rin g  s t u f f ,  b u t  t h a t s  
a n o t h e r  s t o r y .  A nyhow , i n  t h a t  b a t t l e ,  o n e  b r a v e  c re w  m em ber s h i n e d  
b r i g h t ,  an d  t h a t  w as t h e  y o u n g  C o r n i s h  e n g i n e e r  D a v id  H o w it t  who k e p t  
t h e  S e a  S h e p h e r d  r o l l i n g  by  p u s h in g  o u r  e n g i n e s  t o  t h e  max d e s p i t e  
th e  e n g i n e  room  b e i n g  12 0  d e g r e e s  an d  f u l l  o f  t e a r  g a s .  Had we l o s t  
s p e e d  o r  s to p p e d  we n o t  o n ly  w o u ld  h a v e  l o s t  t h e  s h i p ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  
g o t t e n  o u r  a s s e s  k i c k e d  b i g  t im e  by  th e  F a r o e s e  an d  g o n e  t o  j a i l  f o r  
a v e r y  l o n g  t i m e .

B ut we d i d n ' t , a n d  s a i l e d  f o r  B r i s t o l ,  E n g la n d .  Now t h a t  o u r  
sum m er c a m p a ig n  w as o v e r ,  my th o u g h t s  s h i f t e d  b a c k  t o  I c e l a n d ’ s 
wh a l i n g  i n d u s t r y .  News r e p o r t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  I c e l a n d i c  w h a l e r s  h ad 
f i l l e d  a s e l f - i m p o s e d  q u o ta  o f  80 s e i  w h a le s ,  an d  40  f i n  b o th  
e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .  I  a p p r o a c h e d  D av id  who by  now w as a good  
f r i e n d ,  an d  l a t e  o n e  n i g h t  a f t e r  o u r  w a tc h e s  we s a t  on  p i l e s  o f 
s h i p ' s  l i n e s  i n  t h e  r o p e  l o c k e r  an d  s h a r e d  a sm o k e . F i n a l l y  I 
t o l d  h im  my i d e a  o f  t r y i n g  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  I c e l a n d  w i t h  t h e  s o l e  
p u r p o s e o f  c a u s i n g  maximum e c o n o m ic  s a b o t a g e  t o  t h e i r  w h a l in g  
i n d u s t r y .  D a v id  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  seem ed  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  a  w h a l in g  n a t i o n  t h a t  w as f l a g r a n t l y  v i o l a t i n g  th e  IWC b a n 
on w h a l i n g .  I t  w as d e c i d e d .

We w ou ld  t a k e  a c t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  
t h e  l a s t  gr e a t  W hale Na t i o n s .  N e x t ,  I  a p p r o a c h e d  P a u l an d  t o ld 

him  o f  o u r  p l a n .  As we g e n t l y  s a i l e d  t h e  warm sum m er s e a ,  we 
q u i e t l y  t a l k e d  o f  t h e  p l a n  a s  i f  we w e re  d i s c u s s i n g  s o m e th in g a s  
s im p le  a s  t h e  t i d e s  an d  c u r r e n t s ,  n o t  s o m e th in g  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was 
f a i l u r e  c o u ld  l a n d  D a v id  an d  I i n  p r i s o n  f o r  y e a r s .  P a u l  g a v e  us 
h i s  b l e s s i n g ,  an d  w i th  t h a t  o u r  m i s s io n  becam e r e a l i t y .  L o o k in g  
b a c k  on t h a t  d a y ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why I  h a v e  s u c h  g r e a t  
r e s p e c t  a n d  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  P a u l W a tso n . H e re  I w as a 20  y e a r - o l d  
k id  t e l l i n g  h im  how m y s e l f  an d  a 23 y e a r - o l d  B r i t i s h  h u n t  s a b o t e u r  
p la n n e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  a m a jo r  c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n 
is la n d  n a tio n  th a t  had a lr e a d y  been th re a te n e d  w ith  th e  v ery  same a c t io n .



We were n o t Green B e re ts  o r  Navy S e a ls ,  y e t  Paul nev er once to ld  u s  he doubted our 
su c c e ss . He J u s t  asked us what we n eeded , and by no t q u e s tio n in g  ou r a b i l i t i e s  
gave us th e  v o te  o f  s e lf - c o n f id e n c e  we needed to  b e lie v e  we cou ld  be su c c e s s fu l .’
In  l a t e  J u ly  David and I signed  o f f  th e  crew o f  Sea Shepherd t e l l i n g  o th e r s  we 
were o f f  on a to u r  o f  Europe., No su s p ic io n  was r a is e d  ex cep t by Nick T ay lo r, our 
B r i t i s h  Bosun who had fought th e  p o l ic e  a lo n g s id e  me and sh a red  a Faroese J a i l  
c e l l  w ith  me to o . Nick cou ld  not b e l ie v e  we were o f f  to  do som ething so f r iv o lo u s  
and we cou ld  t e l l  was d eep ly  d isa p p o in te d  in  u s . L i t e r  b e fo re  our d e p a r tu re  to 
R eykjav ik , we would r e tu rn  to  the  Sea Shepherd and c o n fess  to  Nick o f  our r e a l  
in te n t io n s  a s  we knew i t  had h u r t him th a t  we were le a v in g  him a lo n e  to  c a re  fo r 
th e  Sea Shepherd th rough  th e  long E n g lish  w in te r .  Nick was p le a s e d , and th e  l a s t  
words he e v e r  spoke to  me w ere, " i t  must be g re a t  do ing  som ething you r e a l ly  
b e lie v e  i n . . . "  a few months l a t e r  Nick committed s u ic id e  a s  he slow ly  began to  
s l i p  back in to  a l i f e  o f  d rug abuse.

David and I  sp e n t th e  whole Summer o f  1986 
working to  r a i s e  th e  money fo r  our m iss io n . I w aited  t a b le s  in  a n ig h tc lu b  in  
London's C helsea d i s t r i c t  d u rin g  the  n ig h ts ,  and r e f in is h e d  a n tiq u e s  on Kings 
Road d u rin g  th e  day . David went to  so u th e rn  England where he p icked  hops.
Every few weeks we would meet to  d is c u s s  ou r p la n s  and go over in te l l ig e n c e  
we had g a th e red  on Ic e la n d . When our work was co m plete , we would make a ha tch  
o f  p a i n t - f i l l e d  lig h t b u lb s  and r id e  out on ou r b ik e s  to  r e d e c o ra te  London fu r  
shops. F in a l ly  th e  day a r r iv e d  when we rode th e  London Underground subway to. 
Heathrow A irp o r t to  c a tc h  ou r Iceland A ir f l i g h t  to  R eykjav ik . As we rode to  
th e  a i r p o r t ,  I removed a p a tch  from my ja c k e t  th a t  read  "Save the  W hales, Saver 
th e  E a r th ” w ith  a p ic tu r e  o f  a f in  w hale. A ll we c a r r ie d  w ith  us was our cam eras, 
c lo th e s  and r a in g e a r ,  underw ater f l a s h l i g h t s ,  k n iv es  and a couple maps. A ll th e  
to o ls  n e c e s sa ry  fo r  any a c t io n  would he a cq u ired  in  I c e la n d .

When we a r r i v e d
in  O ctober o n ly  th e  h a rd co re  t o u r i s t s  were s t i l l  a round . We go t beds in  the  local 
you th  h o s te l  and one o f  our f i r s t  ta s k s  was to  buy a p a i r  o f  b o l t c u t t e r s  and a 
la rg e  a d ju s ta b le  wrench from a lo c a l  hardw are s to r e .  We w anted a s  much tim e as 
p o s s ib le  betw een th e  pu rch ase  o f  our to o l s  and th e  a c t io n  in  case  anyone might 
remember th e  p u rc h a se . On one o f  th e  f i r s t  n ig h ts  in  th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  R ey k jav ik , 
we sneaked o u t o f  th e  h o s te l  l a t e  a t  n ig h t  and sneaked to  a sc rap y a rd  from where we 
cou ld  view th e  fo u r  Ic e la n d ic  175 fo o t sh ip s  th a t  com prised the  n a t io n 's e n t i r e
w haling  f l e e t .  H valur (w hale sh i p) 5 ,6 ,7  and 8 bobbed in  th e  h arb o r t i e d  a lo n g -
s id e  each o ther l i k e  fo u r R id ers  o f  th e  Apoca lypse  wa i t i ng to  u n leash  th e i r  e v i l  on 
the  n a tu r a l  w o rld . The sh ip s ' su p e rs t r u c t u re s  were p a in te d  w h ite  w ith  th e  b r id g e  
windows and p o r th o le s  d ark  and im posing resem bling  th e  eye  so c k e ts  o f  a s k u l l .



Needless to  say , v;e were a l i t t l e  in tim id a ted . The r e a l i t y  o f  what was so simple 
to d isc u ss  in  England, hut what was s ta r in g  ns in  the face in  the fre e z in g  Fall 
weather o f a Reykjavik n igh t was more than a l i t t l e  daun ting . But we knew i t  
would not he easy , so we began a s e r ie s  o f la te  n igh t o b se rv a tio n s o f the harbor; 
Within two weeks o f su rv e illa n c e  a d e f in i te  ro u tin e  began to  emerge. Every Friday 
n ig h t , a watchman would re lie v e  the day watch carry in g  w ith him two b o t t l e s  o f 
B renivin , a s tro n g  Ice lan d ic  vodka. No a c t iv i ty  could he seen on th ree  o f the 
sh ip s , the watchman s ta y in g  on the fo u rth  sh ip , the one fu r th e s t  from the dock.
A weekend n igh t emerged as the best n igh t fo r a c tio n .

In Reykjavik we saw photos
from the whaling s ta t io n  which was 45 m iles from town. Tours were o ffe re d  f o r '  
the s ta t io n ,  so David and I h itc h  hiked to  the d e so la te  s ta t io n  and dropped o ff  
near the en tran ce . As we approached, not a soul was v i s ib l e .  The whaling season] 
was over, and w ith  i t  the demand for tou rs .  David and I began to  walk throughout 
the prem ises in  broad d a y lig h t, gazing through windows a t  o f f i c e s ,  machinery and, 
workshops and i t  q u ick ly  became eviden t to  both o f us th a t  we might be ab le  to, 
s t r ik e  the whaling s ta t io n  a ls o . We knew we would have only one shot a t  the 
Ice lan d ic  whaling in d u stry , and any r is k  to  o u rse lv es d id  not m a tte r , a lread y  we 
f e l t  the chances were high we would not get o f f  the is la n d  once our sabotage was 
d iscovered .

Next our in te l l ig e n c e  g a th e rin g  revealed  th a t  Ice land  was only 
allowed to  export 49% o f the whale meat to  Japan, the m a jo rity  would have to  be 
fo r lo ca l consumption. Yet the superm arkets o ffe red  very l i t t l e .  Whale meat was 
no longer a s ta p le  o f the Ice land ic  d i e t .  We began the search  fo r  the Whalemeat, 
Mountain as the newspapers c a lle d  i t ,  and th i s  meant me tak in g  a job  a s  a meat| 
packer in  the packing p lan t th a t packaged the whale m eat. The job  was easy  to  -  
get as th ere  i s  v i r tu a l ly  no unemployment in  Ice lan d , and u n a t t r a c t iv e  jobs l i k e  
meatpacking being given to /fo re ig n e rs



David and I had to  keep up our image of
adven turer s  and t r avel e r s  so we so c ia liz e d  w ith Swedish, German and I r i s h  t o u r i s t s  
We would frequen t the cafe  overlooking the harbor where while so c ia l iz in g  and 
d rink ing  coffee  we could keep an eye on the whaling sh ip s . Then one day a t work 
th e re  was an im m igration sweep and ny boss was forced to  f i r e  m e .  But what really
w orried me was the background check they might run on me. Based on my a c tio n s  
and a r re s t  in  the Faroes I had been issued an expulsion  o rder from a l l  Scandanavia 
inc lud ing  Ice land , and I had v io la te d  th a t o rder by not only re tu rn in g  to  the 
Faroes but a lso  by f ig h tin g  o ff  the p o lice  as they t r ie d  to  board our v e s s e l .  
I f  the Ice lan d ic  a u th o r i t ie s  d iscovered I was wanted in  the Faroes, not only 
would our m ission be revealed  by the to o ls  and photos in  our_belongings, but a ls o  
I might be e x tra d ite d  to  the Faroes.

My boss was ap o lo g e tic  and even advanced me 
some money from h is  own w a lle t. Meanwhile David and I decided th a t  we must e i th e r  
abo rt our m ission and f le e  the country im m ediately, o r s ta y  and t r y  to  ca rry  out 
the a c tio n . We chose the l a t t e r .  We had been in  Iceland  fo r  alm ost a month now, 
and f e l t  fa m ilia r  w ith the h a b its  o f the watchmen aboard the whaling sh ip s as w ell 
as con fiden t we could a lso  s t r ik e  the whaling s ta t io n .  We a lso  had v is i t e d  a small 
zoo o u ts id e  o f  Reykjavik which housed a few n a tiv e  anim als in c lu d in g  one Orca whale 
th a t had been captured  re c e n tly  and was to  be so ld  to  an aquarium. David and I 
looked a t  eacho ther try in g  to  f ig u re  how the h e l l  we could get th a t  whale out o f 
i t s  tank and in to  the ocean ju s t  a hundred yards away, but here we were forced to  
r e a l iz e  the bounds o f our l im ita t io n s . S t i l l ,  i t  was decided th a t  should time allow , 
a f t e r  s t r ik in g  the  whaling s ta tio n  and th e  w a l in g  sh ip s , we would h i t  the zoo and 
re le a se  as many n a tiv e  anim als as p o ss ib le .

Ice lan d  in  November was no t a country
th a t expected nor even remembered the th re a ts  o f a m il i ta n t  an ti-w h a lin g  o rg an iza tio n . 
Ju s t  as I had expected in  th a t Simmer v i s i t  o f 1985, w ithout our v is ib le  presence, 
only one watchman was aboard a l l  four sh ip s . I t  was the o ff-sea so n  and the crews 
were ashore w ith  work on the sh ips r e s t r i c te d  to  d a y lig h t hours. The week o f our 
planned a t ta c k , the whaling sh ips were taken in to  drydock. One by one, they were 
pu lled  out o f the w ater fo r  re p a irs  and clean ing  which i s  a major o p e ra tio n .
David and I had planned on attem pting  to  sink  a l l  th ree  sh ip s minus the  one th a t 
housed the watchman. Now we were forced to  s a c r i f ic e  our th ird  t a r g e t .  Our money 
was running low, and the fe a r  of my d iscover s t i l l  haunted us. Maybe we were a lready  
under su rv e illa n c e  o u rse lv es , and the p o lice  were w aiting  fo r  us to  a c t  before they 
could le g it im a te ly  a r re s t  us?

Already David and I had read  up on the Ice lan d ic  penal 
system arid- learned  th a t  the longest sentence given to  any crime was eleven  y ea rs .  
We a lso  learned  th a t  Ice lan d ic  p riso n e rs  were employed making cement sidewalk b locks.  
From th a t  day on the jokes never stopped of how good we might become a t  b u ild in g  
Ice lan d ic  sidew alks. F in a lly  su rrendering  our f a te  to  th e  whale s p i r i t s ,  we decided 
to  a c t .  We chose the n ig h t o f November 7 th fo r  our a t ta c k  o f  vengeance, we s a id  
goodbye to  our European f r ie n d s  and to ld  them David and I  were going to  r e n t ' a  car 
fo r  our l a s t  day to  do a  l i t t l e  s ig h ts e e in g .



We drove to the airport on the aoming
of the 7th to pre-check our luggage for the 6«m flight out of the country the following^ 
morning. It vaa to Luxemburg, but we did not care where It went aa long aa it waa not 
Scandanavla. Next we drove to Iceland'a only vegetarian reatuarant for what might be 
our laat aupper. We had been aavlng our money for thla laat luxury but found the 
reatuarant closed. Not to be dlssapointed, we bought food from a supermarket and 
drove to a clearing above the whaling station to eat our meal and await the early 
winter darkness. While eating we listened to the car radio and after our meal 
discovered we had drained the battery dead. Here our mission might have ended had notl 
a vanload of Icelandic youth, probably who were employed by the whaling station, camej 

> to our rescue. They towed our car until we could jvxnp start it, and then we vavedj 
f goodbye and drove to our prearranged hiding place for the car as night was fastJ 
approaching.

FA rainstorm began to fall adding a brilliant cover as David and II 
pulled orT~our dark raingenr, gloves, ski-masks and strapped on fanny-packs with 
flashlights and tools. I then placed the car keys on the top of the rear tire and’ 
we began the long walk to the whaling station in complete darkness, bending into the' 
wind and increasing rain. As we approached the whaling station, ve were suprised by^ 
I the sight and sound of a front-end excavator that vas digging a trench at the station 
We dropped to the ground and spent the next hour lying in the freezing rain until the 
workman and his machine headed off to the local town. As the lights of the machine 
Idissappeared, we leaped into act ion.

_____________ 'After this task, we found*
■ the computer control room that kept the entire stations "machinery fully automated.V 
I We smashed the computer panels until sparks flew and LEDs flashed and the beautiful 
Imusic of machines dying all around us could he heard. There was no time to waste,
Iso we moved next to the shfps store where spare parts for the four whaling ships were" 
■kept. Taking the most expensive pieces, we walked to the edge of the docks and tosseuL 
I them into the waters. Finally we reached the offices where record hooks detailing the! 
I illegal catches were confiscated and cyanic acid was poured throughout the building 
I Windows were smashed and anything that looked expensive met the business end of our,
|wrenches and boltcutters.

■ in f 1 fnot. uns the sabotage of the six huge'
diesel generators that provided power for the station. David and I were both expier-^ 
ienced diesel engineers and we knew what was good for an engine, and what was bad.I 
Before long we were stripping off our outer clothing and sweating profusely in ourj 
handiwork. Next we moved onto the centrifug.es that processed whale blnbl>er into 
a high grade lubricating oil that was used in missiles. Smashing the delicate gear 
we next located what we could not find at the meatpacking plant. The Whalemeat 
Mountain. Housed in huge refrigeration units beneath the station, David had attempted^ 
to move the many crates of whale meat near the slipway where whales were dragged upF 
for processing, but the forklift he drove ran out of propane gas. We were forced toj 
wedge open the refrigeration units and then sabotage the refrigeration units them-| 
sclvesso that hopefully the meat would thaw and spoil

________ |Watching World News a few days later we would hear the|
Foreman of the station recounting with shock how it appeared that the whole whaling! 
station had been the target of an air raid. We could have spent all night sabotaging^ 
the station, but the ships were waiting so David and I signaled a retreat and returned 
tired and sweating to our car. Once there I expierienced a frantic moment as I< 
reached for the keys on the tire and found them not there. The high winds had beenf 
so strong as to blow them some feet away where I found them with my flashlight.'
Now covered in grease and drenched in sweat we drove hack to Reykjavik. The weather 
made the roads treacherous and often the car would start to slide when it hit ice./



I am convinced th a t  many ol my (....... m i n i *  P ‘ ‘v h a u s  wcic c.n n>nl ih.it n i g h t .  An Imm
l a t e r  we reached Reyk javik  Harbor where th r e e  s h ip s  l i e  tmhlnng in  th e w a te r ,  the 
f o u r th  in  drydock.  R e s t i n g ,  David and I a t e  some quick  energy food and stashed  ourj 
c o n f i s c a t e d  re co rd  hooks from the whaling s t a t i o n  in th e b a c k s e a t .  Taking a deep 
b r e a t h ,  we opened our c a r  doors and step ped back i n to  th e pounding r a i n s t o m  th a t  
made our sk i-m asks  and ra i n g e a r  a n e c c i s i t y  not j u s t  a d i s g u i s e .  With hands in  our 
po ck ets  l i k e  two co ld  f ish erm en ,  we walked down the dead-end dock towards Hvalur 5 , .  
6 and 7.

The t i d e s  in  the h arbor were such a s  so we were l e v e l  with  the s h ip s  decksji  
so  to  hoard a l l  we had to  do was hop th e few f e e t  from the dock to  th e  s t e e l  p la ted^ v 
de ck s .  Moving q u ic k l y  to  Hvalur 5,  David (Hilled out our h o l t c u t t e r s  and cu t the hasp 
on th e  loc k  th a t  shut the en gine room h a tc h .  Moving i n t o  the f u l l y  l i t  engine rooms. 
David search ed  the s h ip  fo r  any s l e e p i n g  watchman wh ile  I moved i n to  th e en gine room 
and began l i f t i n g  deck p l a t e s  looking  for  the s a l t w a t e r  c o o l i n g  v a lv e  t h a t  re g e la te d  
sea  w ate r  th a t  cooled the s h ip s  en g in es  a t  s e a .  By th e  time I found i t ,  David had 
re turn ed  to  announce th at  the sh ip  was indeed empty.

We began to  w r e s t l e  o f f  the 
s i x t e e n  o r  more nuts  that held i he v a lv e  co v er  in  p l a c e  and when most were removed 
water began to  shoot  out from the holt  h o l e s .  1 t a s t e d  i t ,  and i t  was s a l t y .  When! 
th e r o v e r  was f u l l y  removed, the ocean wate r would f loo d  f i r s t  the en g in e  room andG 
then the r e s t  o f  th e s h ip s  compartments draggin g  i t  to  a water grave in  R e y k ja v i k ' s !  
deep hat h o t . l e a v in g  the rover  as  it was, p a r t i a l l y  removed we moved to  Hvalur 6| 
where repeat  ing th e [ u n ee ss  we q u ic k ly  lo c a ted  and began t o  remove t h a t  .ships s a l t  
water c o o l i n g  v a l v e .

__________________ F i n a l l y  with  a l l  the n u ts  and b o l t s  removed, we took a p r y b a r l
I to  th e v a lv e  and with  a l i t t l e  p e rsu a s io n  th e v a lv e  flopped f r e e  r e l e a s i n g  a f lood of! 

s eaw ater  th a t  drenched bo th  David and I .  Quick ly  re t u r n i n g  to  Hvalur 5 ,  we removed«  
the l a s t  o f  th a t  s h ip s  v a lv e  cover  h o l t s ,  and ag ain  th e  ocean began t o  rush in .
Now i t  was time to  e x e c u te  our e s c a p e .  The whaling s t a t i o n  had lieen demolished, nnd^ 
two 1 7*> foot whal ing s h ip s  were s i n k i n g .  The time was j u s t  b e f o r e  5am and the a i r j io r  
was almost an hour away. Walking away from th e two s i n k i n g  s h i p s  we to ssed  our to o ls  
i n t o  th e i c y  w a te rs  and pul le d  our sk i-m asks  o f f  j u s t  a s  we re ached th e  c a r .  Hopping 
i n t o  th e  d r i v e r  s e a t  I s t a r t e d  th e c a r  and pul le d  onto  th e  road and not two minutes tf 

[ l a t e r  was p u l le d  over  by a Reyk ja vik  P o l i c e  Car.I

_________________— ______________________  J mv f i r s t  thought was, "No, they  cantJ
ibe  th a t  good, th ey ca n t  have been watching us a l l  t h i s  t i m e . . . "  S t i l l ,  th e r e  we w e r e j  

two s h ip s  q u i c k l y  s i n k i n g ,  minutes t i c k i n g  away b e f o r e  our f l i g h t  to  freedom w o u l d B  
l i f t  o f f  maybe l e a v i n g  us f o r  the n ext e le v en  y ea r s  to  f i n e  tune our masonry s k i l l s ^  
a t  th e l o c a l  p r i s o n ,  and a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  walking to  my window with  David and I  i 
soaked in  w ate r  w ith  g re a se  from en g in es  a l l  over our c l o t h e s .  The o f f i c e r  asked me. 
to  g e t  i n t o  h i s  c a r .  Ixioking a t  David who s a t  with  ey e s  forward, I got out o f  t h e i  
c a r  and got i n t o  th e ba c k se a t  o f  the p o l i c e  c r u i s e r .  The o f f i c e r s  ignored me a n d j ^  
spoke to  e a c h o th e r  in  I c e l a n d i c  b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  tu rn in g  around and a s k in g  me in  p l a i n ]  
e n g l i s h ,  "Have you dr inken  any a lc o h o l  t o n i t e ? "  Almost laughing  I s a i d ,  "No, I d o V  
not even d r i n k ! "  which was a l i e ,  and he then asked i f  he could smell my b r e a t h .  I l j  
was tem pting t o  u t t e r  a jo k e  but hot c o f f e e  on an Ic e la n d A ir  j e t  was c a l l i n g ,  so I 
b reath ed  on him, and he wished me a s a f e  t r i p  to  the a i r p o r t ,  knowing th a t  i s  wh e n  
we were headed b ecause  o f  th e  e a r l y  morning d e p a r tu r e . ,

_________ _________________________________________________That i i o l i c e  o f f i c e r  is^j
I  probably  s t i l l  c u r s i n g  h i m s e l f  a f t e r  having th e  n a t i o n s ' o n l y  s a b o teu r  s i n c e  the 
■ Second World War in  h i s  p o l i c e  c a r  and then  l e t t i n g  him go.  Returnin g  t o  th e c a r J J  
I  David t o l d  me he had almost b o l te d  but thought i t  b e s t  he w ait  a n o th e r  moment f o r  
I  some s i g n a l  from me. The zoo l i b e r a t i o n  was now out o f  th e  q u e s t i o n  a s  we sped ^
I  towards th e  airport to c a t c h  our 6am f l i g h t .  P u l l i n g  into th e a i r p o r t  we grabbed 
I  our daypacks , q u ic k l y  changed our c l o t h e s ,  dumping th e  g r e a s e  co vere d ones in  the 
I  a i r p o r t  bathroom garbage ca n .  We n ext  went through I c e l a n d i c  Customs withou t any t) 
I  i n c i d e n t  and checked i n ,  and grabbed our hoarding  p a s s e s .  The p o l i t e  t i c k e t  a g e n t !  
I  t o l d  us th e  f l i g h t  was delayed due to  th e  h a rsh  w e a th er .  The words were the w o rs t l  
I  we wanted t o  h e a r ,  and David and I s . 'ent  th e  n ex t  30 minutes s t a r i n g  at th e clock? 
I imagining th e  chaos erupting at K-'ykjavik harbor Juat about now. Finally, our* 
I flight waa called , and we quickly lx , ded still notfeeling safe until we landed In



Hours la te r  we did Just that, David and I gazzig out the window half
expecting to see Interpol agents waiting for our arriva l. They were not. We collected! 
our luggage and walked out the airport a fte r making an anonymous ca ll to Sea Shepherd 
offices In the U.K. saying only, "We got the station, and two are on the bottom ..."
We hitchhiked to Belgian where we caught a ferry to England, and then a bus to London. 

'Getting off the bus now 36 hours a fte r our action, I walked to a news agent and picked) 
up a copy of the morning paper. A story on the front page said only, "Sabotuers SINK 
WHALERS photo page s ix . . ."  flipping to the page I saw one of the most beautiful sights! 
in the world. There was Hvalur 5 and 6 resting gently on the bottom of Reykjavik harhori 
only their skeletal superstructure peeking above the waves. Paul Watson was quoted as 
accepting responsibility for the attack which he said was an enforcement action of the 
IWC's moratorium on conmercial whaling that Iceland had violated. David and I embraced] 
In the stree ts laughing with the elation that only a realized dream can bring.

The next few weeks were to see David go into hiding in the Mediterranean not knowing 
B ritain 's response to his actions while I flew back Stateside to join Paul in a press; 
conference in Cleveland Amory's office a t the Fund for Animals to accept personal 
responsibility for the raid. The confiscated record books would prove that Iceland 
had cheated with i t s  own imposed quota, having shipped more than the maximum 49X whale • 
meat catch to Japan. A special meeting of the Icelandic Congress was held to address 
the act of sabotage and the extradition of those responsible called for. Paul could 
not agree more and said i t  would give Sea Shepherd the opportunity to put Iceland on 
tr ia l  also in the spotlight of international media where the ir pirate whaling operations' 
could be exposed. Iceland never pressed charges against myself or David. Though “  
Hvalur 5 and 6 were finally  resurfaced, the saltwater submersion had destroyed a ll  the 
engines, e lec trica l and navigational equipment. To th is day neither ship has killed a. 
single whale and the harpoons are silenced in Iceland. . .  for now. .



Upon my return to
California where I was then living, in nearby Monterey Bay a strange occurence was I 
taking place. A huge pod of rare Blue Whales, the largest animals ever to live on

I earth, were converging in the Bay where they could he seen breaching out of the water  
with their young in the calm waters. All the thanks I was to need came that Slimmer 
when David and I were sailing once again on a Sea Shepherd ship towards the North 
Pacific where we would confront Japanese d rif t  netters. On my birthday while 
sailing off the Queen Charlotte Islands of British Columbia, I was on the bridge 
once again with Paul when a whale was seen approaching our ship from the Northeast.
As the humpback whale cane alongside our ship, we gathered on the aft deck as i t  began 

repeatedly through i t s  entire body out of the water swinging i t s  angel-like pectoral 
• above i t s  body before crashing back into the sea.

/As our paths passed, and the
whale disappeared tears were pouring down my face as I then knew beyond any doubt,! 
that a l l  the Animal Nations are aware of the sacrifices us five-fingered people make

• in our quest to reclaim our bond with a ll  l ife . The path I crossed with that hmpback
I whale was only one of many I would have in my li fe  as I search for the relationship
S that is  quickly slipping from our fingers as we execute unspeakable cruelty to the

fellow Nations of Animals which we share earth with. I t  is  a relationship that can 
only be saved by continued human intervention in the destruction of everything once 
wild and free, intervention that ca lls  upon us to risk our own lives and freedom for 
the love of others. But only by doing th is can we prove to the Nations of Animals that 
we are f i t  to share the Circle of Life with them once again. Our place is waiting

* a ll that is necessary are the actions to rightfu lly  earn i t .



wild horses

On Memorial Day of 1987, the newly formed Western W ildlife Cell of the
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) struck an isolated U.S. Government F ac ility  
that was almost unknown to most environmentalist and animal righ ts a c t iv is ts  
The Bureau of Kind Management Wild Horse and Burro Adoption Center is  a  
holding pen for animals recently removed from the range who shall never 
again run free on the vide open p lains. The ALF cut fences and released over 
a hundred wild horses back onto the range they had been captured from. In a 
press release the ALF argued that the wild horse is  the p o li tic a l scapegoat 
for the c a tt le  industry who are unwilling to share the range with any native 
w ild life  that might compete for grazing righ ts . The ALF fu rther stated  that! 
a fte r 400 years in the American West, wild horses had earned a r ig h tfu l home 
on the range where they constitu te  less than 5% of a l l  grazing animals on 
public lands while domestic livestock occupied 701 of the range.

The ALF ra id , the f i r s t  of i t s  kind to release wild horses, went la rge ly  
unnoticed and now ten years la te r  the same scandalous tru th  the ALF seeked to 
uncover has come to l ig h t. Now the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is  being 
blamed for allowing i t s  own employees to build a monopoly where wild horses 
by the thousands have been captured from the wild and slaughtered for human 
and domestic animal consumption. Since i t s  inception 25 years ago, the U.S 
Governments wild horse program has captured approximately 165,000 wild horses, 
and burros from public lands. A recent investigation  by the Associated Press 
revealed tha t in  recent years as many as 90X of a l l  captured horses were soldi 
to slaughter..

With the demand for American horse meat high in Asia and 
E urope, slaughterhouses such as Cavel West in Redmond, Oregon pay as much as 
$700 per wild horse. More than 200 current BLM employees have recently
adopted over 600 wild horses and burros. Many more are "adopted" by Blm 

employees' wives, g ir lfr ien d s , friends and family members. Though i t  is 
il leg a l for federal employees to use public o ffices fo r private  gain, I  
guess federal law enforcement is  too busy chasing rea l crim inals to prosecuted 
their own, real criminals like me who the Feds spent m illions investigating  
with five federal grand ju r ie s  for over four years placing me on th e ir  "Most 
[Wanted" l i s t s  u n ti l  a task force of four d iffe ren t federal agencies could 
Capture me. The crime tha t does ju s tify  th e ir a tten tion?  Revealing the 
.federal governments abuse and exploitation  of native w ild life  (lik e  wild 
[horses) for private gain.



G ettin g  back to  w ild  h o rse s . In  Nevada, Oregon, C a l i f o r n ia ,  U tah, Idaho  
Wyoming, C olorado , A rizona, New Mexico and Montana j u s t  over 4 0 , 000 w ild 
h o rses  and b u rro s  rem ain on th e  ran g e . B esides bein g  so ld  to  s la u g h te r ,  
w ild h o rse s  a re  a ls o  commonly so ld  to  rodeos where t h e i r  untamed w ild  
s p i r i t  i s  j u s t  what a cowboy needs to  prove h is  manhood. H e lic o p te r s  a re  
th e  most common to o l  used to  round up w ild  h o rse s , which a re  herded in to  
la rg e  t r a p s  on th e  range by cowboys paid  about $300 fo r  each  h o rse  they  
c a p tu re . A tame h o rse  i s  o f te n  used to  le a d  th e  w ild  h o rse s  in to  th e  
tr a p  w ith  a h e l ic o p te r  f ly in g  j u s t  above t h e i r  h ead s . Once In s id e  th e  
t r a p ,  cowboys use  e l e c t r i c  c a t t l e  p rods to  fo rce  th e  w ild  h o rse s  in to  
t r a i l e r s  where they  a re  then  tr a n sp o r te d  to  "adop tion  c e n te r s ” l i k e  the  
one in  C a li fo rn ia  th a t  the  ALF ra id e d  te n  y e a rs  ago.

Thousands o f  w ild
 h o rse s  and b u r ro s  a re  a ls o  p rocessed  through  th e  Palomino A doption Center.
in  Reno, Nevada where more w ild  h o rse s  roam than  any o th e r  s t a t e .  Even 
though w ild  h o rse  p o p u la tio n s  a re  a t  th e  low est t h i s  decade , about 10,000 
a re  s t i l l  rounded up an n u a lly . But l e t s  g ive  c r e d i t  where c r e d i t ' s  due 
The U .S. J u s t i c e  Department in  1996 concluded a fo u r-y e a r  in q u iry  th a t ' 
focused on a form er BLM employee, James D. Galloway o f  Texas who was 
su sp ec ted  o f  s e l l i n g  w ild h o rses  he was paid  to  c a p tu re  fo r  s la u g h te r
The in v e s t ig a t io n  was dropped c i t i n g  I n s u f f i c ie n t  e v id e n c e , y e t a n   
in te r n a l  memo now re v e a ls  th a t  th e  government had p ro o f  o f  over 1,000
w ild h o rses  who were sold to  s la u g h te r . A former BLM in v e s tig a to r  who lo s t  
h is  job  fo r  doing i t  to  w ell s ta te d  th a t  e f f o r t s  to  p ro secu te  Galloway 
were thw arted by BLM o f f i c i a l s  who p re ffe re d  a "don’ t  a sk , don’ t  t e l l "  
p o lic y  tow ards th e  abuse. And so . the  s la u g h te r  c o n tin u es .

Why a re  w ild  h o rse s  being removed from th e  range in  th e  f i r s t  p lace?
C a tt le .  In  th e  American West, the c a t t l e  in d u s try  w ith  i t s  persona o f  
the American Cowboy deeply entrenched in  Western h is to r y ,  i s  a sacred  
cow to  p o l i t i c i a n s  and p u b lic  lands managers throughout th e  West. No where 
e ls e  l a  n a tiv e  w ild l i f e  so much p ersecu ted  to  s a t i s f y  th e  in s a t ia b le  
a p p e ti te  f o r  g raz in g  lands th a t  th e c a t t l e  In d u stry  demands to  prop up I t s  
dying in d u s try  



In  Idaho, where a herd  o f  200 w ild  h o rses  competes w ith
I c a t t l e  f o r  g raz in g  lan d s In  the  Owyhee Mountains, over 900 ran ch ers  crowded 
'p u b lic  h e a rin g s  opposed to  a  p lan  to  reduce c a t t l e  g raz in g  by o n e - th ird  to|
allow  room f o r  bo th  h o rses  and c a t t l e .  On p u b lic  lan d s  a c ro ss  th e  W est
c a t t l e  no t w ild  h o rses  a re  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  causing  sev ere  s o i l  e ro s io n  and 
r ip a r ia n  h a b i ta t  d e s tru c t io n . Yet c a t t l e  re ig n  supreme over the  land a s  i s  
a lso  proven by th e  U .S. Department o f  A g r ic u l tu re 's  Animal Damage C o n tro l 
program which ro u t in e ly  s la u g h te rs  any and a l l  n a tiv e  w i ld l i f e  th a t  preys 
upon the u n p ro tec ted  sheep and c a t t l e  on our p u b lic  lands

Most w ild h o rses  a re  descendan ts o f  Spanish Mustangs th a t  th e  indigenous 
peoples o f America q u ick ly  learned  to  r id e  in b a t t l e  a g a in s t the  Spanish 
land o th er European in v ad ers  as e a r ly  as the 1 5 0 0 's . But l ik e  the  in d ig en o u s 
peoples them selves, w ild h o rses a re  now f in d in g  them selves fo rced  o f f  t h e i r  
homelands and s la u g h te re d . Even du ring  the h igh  c o n f l i c t  o f  the  l a t e  1800's 
between indigenous peoples and the U.S. Government, w ild  h o rses  were ta rg e te d  
fo r  e ra d ic a t io n . G eneral George Armstrong C uster was w e ll known fo r  the 
s la u g h te r  o f  a t r i b a l  b an d 's  h o rses once they  had been d e fe a te d  as he knew 
wild h o rses were a v e h ic le  fo r  n a tiv e  so v e re ig n ty .

I n the  Nez Perce Country
of what i s  now Washington S ta te ,  the day i s  s t i l l  remembered when hundreds
of Nez Perce pon ies were s la u g h te red  by m il i ta ry  fo rc e s  in te n t  on fo rc in g  

t he Nez Perce onto r e se rv a tio n s . But the  w ild h o rse s , and the ind igenous 
•peoples su rv iv e . On the B lackfeet Ind ian  R eservation  in  Montana t r i b a l  
members have e s ta b lis h e d  an o rg a n iz a tio n  c a lle d  the  B lac k fee t B uffalo  Horse] 
C o a litio n  which has begun to  re p le n ish  the t r i b e 's  lo s t  h o rse  h erds w ith  
Spanish Mustangs purchased from horse b re e d e rs . And ns the  h o rses r e tu rn  
so does the peoples in te r e s t  in th e i r  horse c u ltu re  o f th e  p as t which Is 
fu e lin g  young t r ib a l  members in te r e s t  in  th e i r  lan d s and c u l tu r e .

When I w a s  o n  th e  ru n , I l iv e d  fo r  a tim e in  th e  Dakotas where a f r ie n d  
o f  mine m ain ta in ed  a herd  o f  w ild  h o rse s  th a t  were d i r e c t  d escen d an ts  
o f  the  h o rse s  th a t  S i t t in g  B u ll, th e  Hunkpapa Lakota le a d e r , rode in  
b a t t l e  a g a in s t  C u s te r . Some days I would walk th e  p r a i r i e  on ly  to  he 
surprised by th e  sound o f  th u n d erin g  hooves a s  over 100 w ild  h o rse s  
came b o l t in g  a c ro s s  th e  ran g e . S n o rtin g  and stam ping t h e i r  hooves, 
the h o rse s  would s ta r e  a t  me in c re d u lo u s ly , w ondering who t h i s  t r e s p a s s
e r  was on t h e i r  la n d s . T h e ir  w ild n ess and untamed s p i r i t  emanated from 
them l ik e  an e l e c t r i c  l i g h t ,  th e se  were th e  an im als  who belonged  on th e  
range, n o t th e  s o i l  d e s tro y in g  and w ate r p o l lu t in g  b eef-m ach in es we’ve 
bred cows to  be.

But th e  b a t t l e s  over the  w ild  w est a re  f a r  from o v e r .
On one s id e  we have dom estic  l iv e s to c k  i n t e r e s t s  w ith  t h e i r  p ow erfu l
p o l i t i c a l  lobby who would tame th e  land  w ith  th e  same f e rv o r  th a t  t h e i r  
a n c e s to rs  e x e rc is e d  a g a in s t  th e  in d ig en o u s human p o p u la t io n s ,  and on | 
the  o th e r  s id e  l i e s  th e  s t i l l  b e a tin g  h e a r t  o f  Wild America whose 
s o ld ie r s  rem ain th e  w ild  ones, th e  h o rs e s , w olves, b is o n , co u g a rs  and 
jag u a rs  th a t  a r e  s t r u g g l in g  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  g ra sp  on A m erica 's  l a s t  
undeveloped n a tu r a l  p la c e s  which rem ain our onl y  fo rm ula  f o r  s u rv iv a l  
should we e v e r  r e a l i z e  th a t  one must l i v e  w ith  th e  e a r th  r a t h e r  th a n  
a g a in s t h e r .



Now i t  i s  up to  the r e s t  o f  us to  ensure p ro te c tio n  fo r  The remnant w ild 
horse herds on p u b lic  lan d s . The BLM i s  n o t  only w asting  m illio n s  o f | 
d o l la r s  a y ea r  k i l l i n g  wild horses when they a re  supposed to  be p ro te c tin g  
them, but a re  a ls o  c a te r in g  to  the demands o f the c a t t l e  in d u s try  who a re  
more re sp o n s ib le  than anyone e ls e  fo r the  d e s tru c tio n  o f g raz in g  lands 
ac ro ss the West. The "Opening o f the West" as i t  has been ca lled .w as  in  
r e a l i t y  the c lo s in g  o f a chap ter of tru e  American h e r i ta g e  th a t  the w ild  
horse ep itom izes w ith i t s  free  roaming occupation  o f the W est.

And i t  i s
la ch ap te r  th a t we should t ig h t  to  p reserve as ev idence o f the  once g rea t 
n a tio n  th a t America was. Rather th a t ,  then a land ru led  by a government 
fo rever w il l in g  to  s a t is f y  the greed o f  a feu by the c o n tin u a l s a c r i f ic e  
o f every w ild animal th a t s tru g g le s  to  remain f r e e .  T he s p i r i t  o f freedom] 
th a t our country  so th r iv e s  on i s  no longer rep re sen ted  by the overpaid 
b u reau c ra ts  feeding, at the pub lic  trough a t our expense, i t  sh in e s in  the 
n a tio n s  o f  anim als and humans who re fu se  to  be tamed.



W h e th e r  y o u  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  h u m a n s  o r  a n i m a l s  
t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  e a r t h  a n d  i n d i g e n o u s  c u l t u r e s ,  o n e  t h i n g  
r e m a i n s  c l e a r ,  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  o f  m an y  o f  o u r  o p p r e s s o r s  
a c t i o n s  i s  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  v a l u e s  t h a t  
r e i n f o r c e  m a le  d o m i n a n c e  a n d  c o n t r o l .  S t r i p p i n g  p o w e r  a w a y  
f ro m  wom en a n d  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  f e m i n i n e  b a l a n c e  o f  n a t u r e  
h a s  c r e a t e d  a w o r l d  f u l l  o f  w a r  a n d  v i o l e n c e  b o t h  i n  t h e  
d o m e s t i c  h o u s e h o l d  a n d  w o r k p l a c e  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  
a n d  v i v i s e c t o r ' s  l a b o r a t o r y .  W hat i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  f o r g o t t e n  
i s  t h e  p o w e r  t h a t  f e m a l e  e n t i t i e s  h a d  i n  i n d i g e n o u s  c u l t u r e s ]  
t h e  w o r l d  o v e r ,  a n d  how  t h e y  h e l p e d  c r e a t e  l i f e  i n  b a l a n c e  
w h e r e  wom en w e r e  l e n d e r s ,  h e a l e r s  a n d  w a r r i o r s  a n d  t h e  
G o d d e s s  w as w o r s h i p p e d  a l o n g s  Id o  t h e  G o d s .

I n  t o d a y ' s  s o c i e t y  t h a t  t r i e s  t o  d o m i n a t e  u s ,  t h e  w a r  t h a t
h a s  b e e n  w a g e d  a g a i n s t  f e m i n i n e  p o w e r  a n d  w om en s i n c e  m an  
f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d  i t ,  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  f e m a l e  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n ,  
p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e  a n d  c o n t i n u a l  d i s e m p o w e r m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s i m p l e s t  n o r m 's  o f  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  t e a c h e s  t h a t  w om en a r e  
i n f e r i o r  t o  m e n . A t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  f e m i n i n e  s u c h  a s  l o v e ,  
f e m a l e  n o u r i s h m e n t ,  e m p a th y  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a r e  s e e n  a s  
e m o tio n a l  w e a k n e s s e s  t o  b e  r e p r e s s e d  o r  c o n t r o l l e d .

B r e a k i n g  f r e e  f ro m  t h e  s u f f o c a t i o n  o f  m a le  d o m i n a t i o n ,  t h e r e  
a r i s e s  w om en f r o m  m a n y  c u l t u r e s  w ho a r e  r e d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e   
p o w e r  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  a n d  f i g h t i n g  b a c k  a g a i n s t  c e n t u r i e s  
o f  r e p r e s s i o n .  A nd e v e n  am o n g  o t h e r  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  w e  
a r e  c a l l e d  o n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  o u r  ow n c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
o p p r e s s i o n  o f  w om en a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e i r  l i b e r a t i o n  i n t o  
t h a t  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  s t r u g g l e .



And w h a t  b e t t e r  w ay  t o  h e l p  a c h i e v e  t h i s  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  n ew ! 
w o m e n 's  ' z i n e  "H a g  R a g ” t h a t  a l l o w s  w om en i n  o u r  m o v e m e n t a  
v a l u a b l e  v o i c e  a n d  f o ru m  t o  a d d r e s s  I s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  e a s y  f o r  
u s  a s  m en t o  o v e r l o o k  o r  d i s m i s s .  "H ag  R a g "  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
e c o l o g i c a l l y - b a l a n c e d ,  n o n - c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e d ,  a n t i - s e x i s t  a n d  
w o m e n 's  d e f e n s e  o r i e n t a t e d  ' z i n e  I ' v e  e v e r  s e e n .  "H ag  R a g "  
h a s  a n  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  e d i t o r i a l  c o l l e c t i v e  c o m p r i s e d  s o l e l y
o f  w om en w ho o f t e n  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  p r i n t e d  s p a c e  t o  a d d r e s s
I s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  a l l  o f  u s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  
a n i m a l  a n d  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  m o v e m e n t 's .  As a m an b a t t l i n g  
w i t h  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  s e x i s m  b e s t o w e d  on  
a l m o s t  e v e r y  m a le  c h i l d  s i n c e  b i r t h ,  I  w a s  e n l i g h t e n e d  b y  
t h e  "H a g  R a g 's "  c o v e r a g e  o f  i s s u e s  w om en i n  o u r  m o v e m e n t  
h a v e  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  I m i g h t  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  
w i t h o u t  i t s  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n .

E v e r y  w om an i n  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e  s h o u l d  share?
"H ag  R a g "  t o  d i s c o v e r  a u n i q u e  m e d iu m  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
t h a t  d o e s n ' t  e x i s t  e l s e w h e r e .  And e v e r y  m an c o u l d  s t a n d  
t o  l e a r n  a  l o t  b y  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  o u r  s i s t e r s  
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s i l e n c e d  f o r  t o o  l o n g .  "H a g  R a g "  a l s o  i s  
c h o c k  f u l l  o f  o r i g i n a l  p o e t r y ,  a r t w o r k ,  r e c i p e s  a n d  h o w -  
t o ' s  t h a t  y o u  w o n ' t  f i n d  a n y w h e r e  e l s e .  T h e r e ' s  a l s o  a  
p o w e r f u l  w o m e n 's  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  m an y  i s s u e s  t h a t  we a r e  
a l l  a l r e a d y  o p p o s e d  t o ,  b u t  h a v e  y e t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  
g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  
c o n q u e s t  t h a t  d e v o u r s  w i l d e r n e s s ,  w o m en , w i l d l i f e ,  d o m e s t i c  
a n i m a l s  a n d  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s '  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  
v a l u e s  .

A l l  o f  w h ic h  s o c i e t y  s e e  s  a s  e n t i t i e s  a n d  a v e n u e s  
f o r  p o w e r  t h a t  m u s t  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  i n  t h e i r  a g e - o l d  w a r  t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  s o u r c e  t h a t  m i g h t  s a v e  u s  a l l .  "H a g  R a g "  i s  
b e y o n d  a  d o u b t  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  a n d  n e e d e d  p r i n t e d  
f o r u m s  i n  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  p r e s s .  S u b s c r i b e  f o r  y o u r  s i s t e r ,  
m o t h e r ,  a u n t ,  f r i e n d ,  w i f e  o r  l o v e r  a n d  y o u r s e l f ,



T h e  su n  d ip s  b e h in d  th e  B a b o q u iv a r i  M o u n ta in s , t o n l t e  I s  th e  new 
moon, and a n o th e r  d ay  h a s  end ed  a t  PCI T u cso n . I 'v e  sp e n t  th e  
l a s t  few  w eeks h a v in g  a  b l a s t  p u t t i n g  to g e th e r  SH #2 ,  I  c o u ld  
r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  'z i n e  t h i n g .  I t s  so m e th in g  I  e n jo y  m ore  
th a n  ev en  th e  b e s t  i n t e r v ie w  I 'v e  done f o r  th e  c o r p o r a te  m e d ia . 
In  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  SH I  hope yo u  f in d  s t o r i e s  t h a t  w i l l  g iv e  you 
a t a s t e  o f  th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  my e y e s ,  and h e a r t .  A w o rld  I  s e e  
from th e  i n s i d e  lo o k in g  o u t ,  be  i t  from  d o u b le  f e n c e s  to p p ed  
w ith  r a z o r - w i r e ,  o r  from  th e  r i c h  m em ories t h a t  come b a c k  to  me 
th e  lo n g e r  I 'm  lo c k e d  u p .

Th e r e ' s  no  r e a l  them e h e r e ,  j u s t  me 
e x p lo r in g  o r  p u r s u in g  c h a p te r s  i n  my s h o r t  l i f e  o r  i s s u e s  c lo s e  
to  my h e a r t .  Some t h a t  e n ra g e  me, and o t h e r s  t h a t  g iv e  me th e  
hope to  s u r v iv e .  Some o f  you  may th in k  i t s  a d ich o to m y  to  t e l l  
t a l e s  o f  n o n - v io le n t  a c t i o n  to  s a v e  a n im a l k in d  on one page 
w h ile  on a n o th e r  r e p o r t i n g  on in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  arm ed s t r u g g l e .  
For m y s e lf ,  t h e r e  i s  no  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  Armed s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  
an o p p r e s s o r  who h a s  k i l l e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  y o u r  p e o p le  s in c e  th e i r ]  
a r r i v a l  on t h i s  c o n t in e n t  i s  s e l f - d e f e n s e  and n o th in g  m ore .

Wh a t  i s  beyond a c c e p ta n c e  i s  t h a t  we i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m erica s i t  p a s s i v e l y  b y  a s  o u r  gov ern m en t s a n c t i o n s  th e  ty p e  
o f  t o t a l i t a r i a n  re g im e s  t h a t  f o r c e  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  i n t o  ta k in g  
up  arm s i n  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  We a l lo w  t h i s .  W ith  e v e ry  v o te  f o r  
th e  d a r l i n g  s e n a to r s  o f  th e  arm s i n d u s t r y ,  and w i th  e v e r y  d o l l a r  
we c o n t r i b u t e  to  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t io n s  su c h  a s  th e  o i l  
i n d u s t r y .  So u n t i l  we c u t  th e  s t r i n g s  o f  A m e r ic a 's  p u p p e t/ 
g o v e rn m e n ts , l e t  me q u o te  M alcolm  X when he s a i d ,  " I  am 
n o n - v io le n t  w i th  p e o p le  who a r e  n o n - v i o l e n t ,  b u t  I  w i l l  d e f e n d  
m y se lf  a g a i n s t  a l l  o t h e r s . ” I  n eed  n o t  w r e s t l e  w i th  th e  q u e s t io n ;  
o f  e v e r  t a k in g  up  arm s p e r s o n a l l y ,  th e  U .S . gov ern m en t h a s  made 
t h a t  d e c i s i o n  f o r  me a l r e a d y .  As a  c o n v ic te d  f e l o n  I  am 
p r o h ib i t e d  f o r e v e r  fro m  my c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  a rm s .

P r is o n  s u c k s ,  and so  d o e s  th e  s t r i p p i n g  o f  o n e 's  l i b e r t i e s . 
But p r i s o n  i s  o n ly  one s m a ll  b ly th e  i n  an  o th e r w is e  b e a u t i f u l  
d e s e r t  a s  i s  an y  o p p ress iv e  gov ern m en t i n  an o th e r w is e  b e a u t i f u l  
l i f e .  A round me l i e  th e  l i g h t l y  snow capped S a n ta  R i t a  M o u n ta in s ,  
th e  R in co n s  and  C a ta l i n a s ,  and th e  B a b o q u iv a r i ’ s  t o  th e  e a s t  
w here a  j a g u a r  w as se e n  l a s t  summer. The r e a l  w ord s t i l l  e x i s t s . 
But  f o r  now i t s  4pm s ta n d  up  c o u n ts ,  c o n t r o l l e d  m ovem ents an d
F-14 f i g h t e r  j e t s  f l y i n g  o v e rh e a d  b ack  t o  D av is  Montham A ir,
F o rc e  B a se , a  c o n s t a n t  re m in d e r  t o  me t h a t  my hom eland i s  an  
o c c u p ie d  t e r r i t o r y .

When I  was on th e  r u n ,  I  rem em ber a  d e a r  
b r o t h e r - f r i e n d  t e l l i n g  me, " I  th in k  y o u ' l l  be a l r i g h t ,  y o u r a  
s u r v i v o r . "  As we d is c u s s e d  w hat m ig h t h appen  when th e  law  
f i n a l l y  c a u g h t  up  w ith  me. I  lo o k e d  a t  him  w o n d erin g  i f  t h i s  
was b a d , o r  g o o d . Many p e o p le  s e e  no  l i g h t  beyond th e  e r a  o f  
d a rk n e s s  we seem  to  be a p p ro a c h in g  w i th  th e  l a s t  w i ld e r n e s s  
b e in g  d e s t r o y e d ,  a n im a ls  m a rc h in g  so le m n ly  to w a rd s  th e  b r i n  
e x t i n c t i o n ,  p r i s o n s  a s  a  g ro w th  in d u s t r y  and d e a th  by  gunsh  
soon t o  b e  s e e n  a s  a  " n a t u r a l "  c a u s e  o f  y o u th  f a t a l i t i e s .



I t  
i s  h a rd  to  lo o k  beyond a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  t o  me t h a t ' s  w hat s u r v iv a l  
i s  a l l  a b o u t .  I t s  n o t  a b a t t l e  w here  we a r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
a p p ro a c h in g  o u r  v i s i o n s  o f  u t o p i a ,  i t s  a  s t r u g g le  w here w e 
s im p ly  c o n c e n t r a te  on e n d u r in g  th e  s u f f e r i n g  and s a c r i f i c e  o f  
o u r g e n e r a t i o n .  And i t s  a  s t r u g g l e  w here p ie  i n  th e  sky  v i c t o r y  
i s  n o t  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  w hat we a c c o m p lis h  in  th e  h e r e  and now,
How we t r e a t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  how we h e lp  one a n o th e r  and how we p ro v e  
in  o u r  e v e ry d a y  l i f e  t h a t  we a r e  a l l e g i a n t  to  e a r t h ,  h e r  c h i ld r e n  
and h e r  a n im a l p e o p le .

I t s  n o t  a b o u t t a l k i n g  a  good l i n e  a s  much a s  l i v i n g  a  good l i f e .  
One whe r e  e v e ry d a y  i s  a  v i c t o r y  e x e m p l i f ie d  i n  o u r  own l i b e r a t i o n  
from  th e  f o r c e s  o f  e v i l  t h a t  p la g u e  o u r  h o m e la n d s , o u r  o ne  
p l a n e t  e a r t h .  W hether t h a t  v i c t o r y  i s  shown i n  s u p p o r t in g  a 
f r i e n d  in  c r i s i s ,  an  e l d e r  i n  n e e d , an  a n im a l i n  d i s t r e s s  o r  a  
f o r e s t  on th e  c h o p p in g  b lo c k ,  v i c t o r y  m ust be o u r s  i n  e v e ry d a y  
l i f e  i f  we a r e  to  p ro v e  to  o u r s e lv e s  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  o p p r e s s o r s  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a b e t t e r  way. And th e r e  i s  good r e a s o n  t o  be a  
s u r v iv o r ,  no m a t t e r  how b le a k  th e  n e a r  f u t u r e  may l o c k .

My
hope l i e s  in  th e  y o u th  o f  my v i l l a g e  l e a r n in g  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  and 
sh u n n in g  a lc o h o l  and d r u g s ,  f r i e n d s  who a r e  p l a n t i n g  s p r in g  
g a rd e n s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  th e  h a r v e s t s  to  p e o p le  i n  need  and i n  
b ra v e  young w a r r io r s  e n t e r in g  j a i l  i n  p r o t e s t ,  on im m ed ia te  
h u n g e r s t r i k e  in  r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  m urder o f  th e  a n im a l w o r ld
In  th e  f a c e  o f  r e p r e s s io n  S tro n g  H e a r ts  a r e  g a th e r in g  to  show 
th e  d a rk  f o r c e s  t h a t  we s h a l l  n o t be v a n q u is h e d . And we 
b ra v e ly  s ta n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o v e r  th e  g e n t l e  s o u l s  who c r y  to  u s  
f o r  h e l p ,  in  th e  v o ic e  o f  hum ans, a n im a ls  and o th e r  n a t u r a l  
b e in g s .  F or a l l  o f  you who a r e  a l s o  s u r v i v o r s ,  I  s a l u t e  your 
r e s i s t a n c e  and th a n k  you f o r  th o se  who c a n t  th a n k  you th e m s e lv e s .




