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CALL TO ORDER

The September meeting of the Commission for Women was called to order at 

9:15 a.m. by Co-Chair Virginia Connell. The meeting was held at the 

Camarillo Public Library, 3100 Ponderosa Drive, Camarillo. Commissioners 

and guests introduced themselves.

REVIEW OF MINUTES

The minutes of the July 17 meeting of the Commission for Women were 

reviewed. There were no corrections, and JoAnne Moore moved to approve 
them as submitted. Motion was carried.



EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT

S andra  Ryder r e p o r te d  on o u tg o in g  and incom ing c o rre s p o n d e n c e  a s  f o l lo w s :

1. The Com m ission s e n t  a l e t t e r  to  th e  C ity  P la n n in g  Com m ission s u p p o r t in g  
th e  s h e l t e r  fo r  b a t t e r e d  women p ro p o se d  by th e  C o a l i t io n  A g a in s t House­
h o ld  V io le n c e .

2 . The Com m ission w ro te  a l e t t e r  to  Ruth M cPherson, A f f i r m a t iv e  A c tio n  
O f f i c e r  f o r  th e  V e n tu ra  C ounty Community C o lle g e  D i s t r i c t ,  r e g a r d in g  
c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  AB 3133 th a t  was r e q u e s te d .  T h is  a ssem b ly  b i l l  
d e a ls  w ith  d i s c r im in a t io n  in  e d u c a t io n .

3 . V i r g in ia  C o n n e ll ,  C o -C h a ir , r e c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  from  C a m a rillo  S ta te  
H o s p i ta l ,  th a n k in g  h e r  f o r  h e r  e x c e l l e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t he a c t i v i -  
t i e s  o f  th e  Com m ission f o r  Women.

4 . T here  was a l e t t e r  from  John Chase d a te d  A ugust 3 d i r e c t e d  to  th e  
Board o f S u p e r v is o r s ,  in  w hich PIC u n an im ously  v o te d  to  s u p p o rt 
c o n tin u e d  fu n d in g  f o r  th e  Com m ission f o r  Women.

5 . A l e t t e r  was s e n t  to  us from  th e  S a n ta  C la ra  County Com m ission on th e  
S ta tu s  o f  Women a s k in g  f o r  news i te m s .

TREASURER'S REPORT

F in a n ce  O f f i c e r  E r in  S h e f f i e ld  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  Com m ission had r e c ie v e d  
100% o f th e  fu n d s  r e q u e s te d  from  th e  Board o f  S u p e r v is o r s ,  p lu s  an a d d i ­
t i o n a l  $ 2 ,5 0 0  f o r  th e  C h ild  C are C o n fe re n c e , f o r  a t o t a l  b u d g e t o f  $ 1 3 ,1 0 0 . 
As o f  A ugust 20 , seven  p e rc e n t  o f th e  1982-83 b u d g e t had been  s p e n t .

A g roup  c a l l e d  th e  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  Com m ission has been form ed to  h a n d le  
th e  f in a n c e s  f o r  th e  b a n q u e t.  A ll money w i l l  go th ro u g h  E r in  S h e f f i e l d ,  
who i s  T r e a s u r e r  f o r  F r ie n d s  o f th e  Com m ission. As o f  t h i s  m e e tin g ,
$10 .0 0  h as  been  s p e n t on a ru b b e r  stam p and $ 4 0 .2 6  h as  been  s p e n t  on 
i n v i t a t i o n s  f o r  th e  b a n q u e t.

S h e f f i e ld  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  o th e r  p e t t y  c a sh  t r a n s a c t i o n s  can  a l s o  be 
h a n d le d  th ro u g h  t h i s  same a c c o u n t . I t  was d e c id e d  t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  o f 
h a n d lin g  money th ro u g h  S h e f f i e l d 's  p r i v a t e  bank a c c o u n t in  th e  name o f 
F r ie n d s  o f  th e  Com m ission, i t  would be b e t t e r  to  s e t  up a s e p a r a te  a c c o u n t 
in  t h a t  g r o u p ’ s name. Lupe G o n sa lv es  w i l l  a l s o  be a b le  to  s ig n  on t h i s  
a c c o u n t .

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

G o n sa lv es  r e p o r te d  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  th e  Com m ittee had d e c id e d  to  keep  th e  
same s l a t e  a s  l a s t  y e a r ,  e x c e p t t h a t  L auren  A nderson  w ould be nom ina ted  
f o r  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y ,  s in c e  S and ra  R yder had r e s ig n e d  
from  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  A lso , G o n sa lv es  was no m in a ted  f o r  th e  o f f i c e  o f
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C o -C h a ir . At t h i s  p o i n t ,  th e  q u e s t io n  was r a i s e d  as  to  w h e th e r  i t  was 
s t i l l  th e  p le a s u r e  o f th e  Com m ission to  have C o -C h a irs  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  
one C h a ir .  S h e f f i e ld  moved to  r e t a i n  th e  C o -C h a ir  p o s i t i o n s .  M otion 
c a r r i e d .

L auren  A nderson  was e l e c t e d  a s  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y .  E r in  S h e f f i e ld  
was r e - e l e c t e d  a s  th e  F in an ce  O f f i c e r .  A s e c r e t  b a l l o t  was c o n d u c te d  fo r  
th e  o f f i c e  o f  C o -C h a irs . Yvonne Bodle and V i r g in ia  C o n n e ll w ere r e - e l e c t e d .  
A ll o f f i c e r s  w ere p r e s e n te d  w ith  c a r n a t io n s  by S and ra  R y d er, l a s t  y e a r 's  
E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y .  They w i l l  be fo rm a lly  i n s t a l l e d  a t  Awards and I n s t a l ­
l a t i o n  B anquet on O c to b e r 28.

INFORMATION: PRESENTATION (ALCOHOL RECOVERY HOME FOR WOMEN)

Judy C h r i s t e n s e n ,  K i t ty  Jo h n so n , Ann G urr and Thelma E l l i o t t  were p r e s e n t  
to  g iv e  in fo rm a t io n  and answ er q u e s t io n s  ab o u t Rainbow H ouse, th e  new 
a lc o h o l  re c o v e ry  program  fo r  women in  V e n tu ra . Rainbow House i s  an open 
end re c o v e ry  home. Women w i l l  be a b le  to  s ta y  from  th r e e  to  s ix  m onths 
i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  and can a p p ly  fo r  f u r t h e r  h e lp  i f  i t  i s  n e e d ed . The fo rm at 
f o r  th e  program  i s  b ased  on th e  p rob lem s of women, such  a s  c a r e e r  p la n n in g ,  
fa m ily  c a r e ,  e t c .  C h ild  c a re  i s  a p rob lem  f o r  a l c o h o l i c  women.

The house t h a t  i s  b e in g  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  V en tu ra  w i l l  house 15 women. T here  
w i l l  be an Open House in  m id -O c to b e r . $25 ,0 0 0  fu n d in g  h as  been r e c ie v e d  
from  V en tu ra  C ounty and w i l l  be used  a s  s t a r t - u p  money. The money comes 
from  th e  d runk  d r iv in g  fu n d s . In  one y e a r ,  th ey  hope to  be s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g .  
They have a l r e a d y  r a i s e d  a b o u t $ 7 ,0 0 0 , w hich i s  v e ry  good s in c e  th e y  have 
o n ly  been in  o p e r a t io n  s in c e  J a n u a ry  1982. L ic n e s in g  f o r  Rainbow House w i l l  
be th ro u g h  th e  S t a te  D epartm en t o f S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s ,  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  
a l s o  be th ro u g h  th e  S t a t e .

T here  has been  g r e a t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  program  from  A lc o h o lic s  Anonymous 
(AA) and o th e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Women can  be r e f e r r e d  th ro u g h  o th e r  a g e n c ie s ;  
how ever, s in c e  t h i s  i s  n o t a m ed ic a l f a c i l i t y ,  women m ust be w ith o u t  a 
d r in k  f o r  23 h o u rs  b e fo re  e n te r in g  Rainbow H ouse. Some o f  th e  s t a f f  members 
a re  a l s o  members o f  th e  AA s t a f f .  M ee tin g s  a re  f o r  women o n ly , though  some 
s p e a k e rs  w i l l  be men, a s  w e l l .  The D i r e c to r  h as  n o t been  a s s ig n e d  y e t .
T here  w i l l  be a f i lm  a b o u t a lc o h o l ic  women c a l l e d  "The S to ry  o f B e a t r i c e "  
shown on CBS-TV on S ep tem ber 29.

CHILD CARE PROJECT COMMITTEE

C h a ir  D oro thy  E ngel r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  Board o f  S u p e r v is o r s  d e c la r e d  th e  
month o f  S ep tem ber to  be " Q u a li ty  C h ild  C are M onth" and th e  Com m ission 
was one o f th e  s p o n s o rs .  A p r e s s  p a c k e t  c o n c e rn in g  t h i s  s u b je c t  was s e n t  
to  a l l  p r e s s  and rad io /T V  s t a t i o n s  in  V e n tu ra  C oun ty . S te v e  Wiman a l s o  
s e t  up s e v e r a l  in te r v ie w s  on r a d io  and TV p ro g ra m s.
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The Em ployer P acke t a nd C o n fe ren ce  Sub-C om m ittees a re  p ro c e e d in g  w ith  thi> 
p r i n t i n g  o f a f l y e r  on c h i I d  c a re  in  in d u s t r y ,  w hich  was d e v e lo p e d  by C aro l 
K eo ch ek ian . The f l y e r  i s  b e in g  p r in t e d  th ro u g h  th e  P riv a L e  I n d u s t r y  Coun­
c i l  (P IC ) and w i l l  be s e n t  to  a l l  V e n tu ra  County i n d u s t r i e s  em ploy ing  
o v e r  50 p e o p le .  The c h i l d  c a re  b ro c h u re , an e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  f l y e r ,  w i l l  
a l s o  be p r in t e d  th ro u g h  PIC. The p r e s e n t a t i o n  b o o k le t  on c h i l d  c a r e ,  
w hich  i s  an e x p a n s io n  o f th e  b ro c h u re ,  i s  b e in g  p re p a re d  a s  a fo llo w -u p  
to  th e  f l y e r  and b ro c h u re .  The t i t l e  o f th e  b ro c h u re  i s  KISS: K ids and 
I n d u s t r y  -  a S u c c e ss  S to ry .

Engel r e p o r te d  on a s p e c ia l  m ee tin g  o f th e  C h ild  C are P r o je c t  C om m ittee .
The com m ittee  w i l l  be r e o rg a n iz e d  in to  th e  fo llo w in g  su b -c o m m itte e s :

C o n fe re n c e  Sub-C om m ittee (C a ro l K eochek ian  w i l l  c h a i r )

M a rk e tin g  Management Sub-C om m ittee (B rook H ubbell w i l l  c h a i r )  

L e g i s l a t i o n  Sub-C om m ittee ( t o  be form ed l a t e r )

K eochek ian  s a id  th e  C o n fe ren ce  Sub-C om m ittee i s  j u s t  b e g in n in g  to  s e t  
up t h e i r  w ork . C h r is  E a k in s , John C hase , S te v e  Wiman and she w i l l  be 
p la n n in g  an i n i t i a l  m e e tin g  to  s e t  up a s t e e r i n g  co m m ittee  w ith  in d u s t r y .  
The C o n fe re n c e  on c h i l d  c a re  i s  p lan n e d  f o r  May 26 , 1983, a t  C a l i f o r n ia  
L u th e ra n  C o l le g e .

The n e x t m e e tin g  o f  th e  C h ild  Care P r o je c t  C om m ittee w i l l  be on T u esd ay , 
S ep tem ber 21, 1982.

S te v e  Wiman a sk ed  th e  q u e s t io n :  Where does th e  C o m m iss io n 's  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  tow ard  c h i l d  c a re  end? He th in k s  th e  C o n fe re n c e  i s  a good e n d in g  
p o i n t .  From t h e r e ,  i n d u s t r y  can  ta k e  o v e r w hat th e  Com m ission has begun , 
w ith  h e lp  from  th e  Com m ission where i t  i s  n e e d ed . C o n n e ll s a id  i t  would 
be good to  p r e p a r e  a b o o k le t  to  g iv e  to  th e  Board o f S u p e r v is o r s  a s  p a r t  
o f  o u r  A nnual R ep o rt in  June  1983. The b o o k le t  w ould o u t l i n e  a l l  th e  work 
done by th e  C h ild  C are P r o je c t  Com m ittee d u r in g  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

The second  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  n e w s le t t e r  i s  o u t!  S h e f f i e ld  and th e  s t a f f  
s e c r e t a r y  d is c u s s e d  th e  in s  and o u ts  o f  g e t t i n g  i t  p r i n t e d ,  and v a r io u s  
o b s ta c l e s  t h a t  had to  be overcom e in  d o in g  s o . The C o m m issio n 's  E x e c u tiv e  
C om m ittee w i l l  m eet w ith  Jam es Isom and th e  F i s c a l  D epartm ent o f PSSA to  
see  i f  th e  n e w s le t t e r  can  be p r in t e d  th ro u g h  th e  C o u n ty 's  G ra p h ic s  D ep t. 
S and ra  R yder, N e w s le t te r  E d i to r ,  i n d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  n e x t i s s u e  sh o u ld  be 
o u t a round  th e  f i r s t  week o f November.
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS COMMITTEE

During the July meeting of the Commission, two pieces of legislation were 

discussed: SB 1802 (Garimendi) and SB 1664 (Watson). Both bills died 

before they could be researched further. Engel suggested that action be 

taken to follow through and see that these bills are reintroduced in 

the Senate and in the Assembly. It was further suggested working through 

a co-op to accomplish this goal, or contacting other Commissions on Women 

to ask for help. It was moved to seek reintroduction of both bills and 

explore the possibility of having local sponsors. The possibility will 

be explored to have the bills reintroduced in both houses, instead of just 

the Senate. Motion seconded and passed.

Connell reported that the bill on health insurance conversion is dead 

and that the Agnos bill on child support died, as well. She will get more 
information on these bills.

Connell also reported on the Women's Issues Candidates Forum held by the 

women's Equity Coalition. She said it was well supported, with 250 people 

in attendance. It was an event which demonstrated women's involvement in 
politics.

Gonsalves reported that Omer Rains overturned the barring of the State 
Commission on the Status of Women from lobbying. She moved that the Com­

mission write a letter of thanks to him. Motion was carried.

Govsalves also reported on the following bills:

SB 1330 - The Presley bill was signed on August 17 by the Governor, 

and will aid victims of domestic violence.

AB 1985 - This Johnson bill on job discrimination passed August 13.

AB 2994 - This Imbrecht bill regarding child abuse and neglect pro­

grams also passed recently.

HR 2387 - This Collins bill is still alive in the House of Represen­

tatives and is pending. It will establish federal child 

care programs to help with child care services.

Bodle suggested that Congressman Lagomarsino and Bobbi Fiedler be invited 

to one of our meetings to discuss the above bill with us.

Other bills still pending included service person's pension not regarded 

as community property, which are SB 1814 in the Senate and HB 6030 in 
the House.
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AWARDS AND INSTALLATION COMMITTEE

The banquet i n v i t a t i o n s  w ere p a s se d  o u t fo r  re v ie w . S e a t in g  a r r angements 
w ere d i s c u s s e d .  Everyone w i l l  be a s s ig n e d  to  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t a b l e .  The 
C om m issioners w i l l  have name ta g s  on each  t a b l e  to  w hich th e y  a re  a s s ig n e d .  
The s p e a k e r  a t  th e  b a n q u e t w i l l  be P r i s c i l l a - P a r t r i d g e  R ank in , and she 
w i l l  speak  on th e  to p ic  "Women At Work I n s id e  and O u ts id e  th e  Home: A 
P e r f e c t  B a la n c e ."

The v a r io u s  aw ards w ere d i s c u s s e d .  N om ination  form s a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  th e  
c o u n ty 's  l i b r a r i e s  and a t  th e  Com m ission o f f i c e .  I n v i t a t i o n s  w i l l  be 
m a ile d  so o n , and each  C om m issioner w i l l  be g iv e n  s e v e r a l  i n v i t a t i o n s  to  
g iv e  o u t p e r s o n a l ly .  The Awards and I n s t a l l a t i o n  C om m ittee w i l l  m eet on 
O c to b e r  7 a t  th e  Com m ission o f f i c e  to  go o v e r  th e  n o m in a tio n s  and d e c id e  
on th e  a w a rd s , s e a t i n g  a rra n g m e n t s and th e  p rogram . A s p e c i a l  com m ittee  
w i l l  be form ed to  d ea l w ith  th e  n o m in a tio n s , w hich w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  S and ra  
R yder, Lupe G o n sa lv e s , E r in  S h e f f i e l d ,  T i la  E s tra d a  and Yvonne B od le .

NEW BUSINESS

The C o a l i t io n  A g a in s t H ousehold  V io len c e  i s  c o m p le tin g  i t s  p la n s  f o r  i t s  
new s h e l t e r  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women. How ever, a n e ig h b o r  h as  f i l e d  a c o m p la in t 
a g a in s t  th e  s h e l t e r ' s  l o c a t i o n ,  and t h i s  item  w i l l  go b e fo r e  th e  V en tu ra  
C ity  C o u n c il Monday, S ep tem ber 13 a t  7 :3 0  p .m . The Com m ission f o r  Women 
w i l l  speak  to  th e  i s s u e .

I t  was moved and seconded  to  recommend John Chase o f  th e  P r iv a t e  I n d u s t r y  
C o u n c il f o r  h i s  s u p p o rt  o f " Q u a li ty  C h ild  C are M onth ."  H is a s s i s t a n c e  has 
been g r e a t l y  a p p r e c ia t e d .  I t  was a l s o  th e  c o n c en su s  o f th e  com m ission  to  
re c o g n iz e  Mr. Chase on th e  Awards B anquet p rog ram .

I t  i s  tim e to  renew  o u r m em bership in  th e  N a tio n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Com­
m is s io n s  f o r  Women (NACW), and th e  fe e  i s  $50 p e r  y e a r .  Money has been 
b u d g e te d . I t  was moved and seconded  to  pay th e  d u e s .

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The n e x t Com m ission m ee tin g  w i l l  be on S a tu rd a y , O c to b e r  9 , from  9 :0 0  a .m . 
to  noon a t  th e  c lu b h o u se  a t  1800 M asth ead , O xnard . The fo llo w in g  m ee tin g  
w i l l  be h e ld  on S a tu rd a y , November 20 , a t  th e  C a m a rillo  L ib ra r y  a t  9 :0 0  a .m .

S h e f f i e ld  s a id  she w an ts  to  see  th e  Com m ission e s t a b l i s h  a new spaper 
c l i p p in g  s e r v i c e  so t h a t  we d o n 't  m iss  any news o r  announcem ents w hich 
come o u t in  lo c a l  c o u n ty  p a p e r s .  The C om m issioners v o lu n te e re d  to  c u t
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out any appropriate articles and give thorn to the staff secretary to put 

in the Commission's scrapbooks. The following Commissioners will hel p :

Mary Baird - Simi Valley Enterprise 
Dorothy Engel - Thousand Oaks Chronicle 

Lupe Gonsalves - Ventura Star-Free Press 
Tila Estrada - Oxnard Press Courier 

Erin Sheffield - Camarillo Daily News

The Southern California Coalition on Battered Women is sponsoring Domestic 

Violence Awareness Week from October 9-16, 1982. There will be a Unity Day 

Walkathon and Rally on October 16. For more information, call (213)392-9874.

The Child Care Resource and Referral Center in Oxnard is sponsoring the 
Pickle Family Circus on September 28 and 29, 1982, in Oxnard at the Oxnard 

Community Center Park. Tickets are on sale now.

There will be a Business and Professional Women's fund raiser on Septem­
ber 17. They are sponsoring a trip to Solvang to see Carosel. For more 

information, contact your local BPW club.

Tila Estrada is proceeding to open a child care center in Oxnard. The 

c e n ter is in need of tables, chairs, cots, and other equipment. Anyone 

who wants to donate these items can get in touch with Ms. Estrada.

Meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

Respectfully sumbitted, 

BEVERLY FRENCH 
S t a f f  S e c r e t a r y
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