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The Chicana Alliance secks to involve campus Chicanas in activiiies with younger
Chicanes In a cooperabive atmosphere that will provide role modeling, divection and

purpose for the mubial beneflt of both, There 1s no obhier fatility or organization
on campus that can fwlifill this need.

The taslk facing the Chicara iz nomumentale On the one hand, she struggles to
maintain her identity as a Chicanas Mn the other hand, hey demands for ecvity as a
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women involve fundementals cultural. change.

The Chicana shares with all women basic needs tha®t cut ecross ethnle lines. Yet,
she has distinetive priorities and appreaches, for the Chicana ig different from
the Anglo woman. The Chlicana's world, culture and valnes most often do not parsllel
those o8 the Anglo womane.

In respect to other campas orgsnizations, one would have o understand the
relstionship between Chicanc men and womsn to fully sppreciate why they have not
met the singulex needs of Chicana women. Let it be sufficient to say, that most
Chicanas have many more facets to their lives pore tightly controlled by husbands
or boyfriends than do their Angle sisters. OSome Chicano men will readily sdmit thet
while they are fighting for the needs of their womean, it is not for the liind of
status and position that could give women equal foobing.

Chicano men often cusstion the gosls of the women's movement. Some see it as
an "Anglo woman's trip", devisive to the cause of the movimlento. Within tikis comtext,
the Chiecano accuses the Chicana feminist of "selling out” to the majority culture's
dominanca. The retionalization that it is Chicane tradition to look to the male
for leadership, or, Chicanos respect women and carc for women, hub leaderfehip is
seen as a male role. The Chicsna i3 left to refleect on the reality of these suppo-
siticns, or if it is that the Chicano himgelf, is not prepared nor willing to deal
with the changing position of Chicaras. Whichever the case, Chicana needs to remain
undefined and unmet.

Uhat does it mean to be a Chicana? This question the Chicana alone must snsuer.
Chicanas must not allow thelr brothers or other women t¢ define their ddentity.
Chicano brothers are often too ready to  tell us ™" we are ag = Chicanas.

Chicanss must raise their own level of awereness., 700 many do nol recognize
the deviance of their own condition snd sceept it as the nowm. They must take
responsibility for the condition of their lives and not wait for thelr men or Anglo
women to change it. When they see themselves other than as a static figure without
options, then their lives, their children's lives and the lives of future generations of
Chicanos will change.



