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S i d  B u r n i n g ,  b o r n  M i c h a e l  J o s e p h  

R ic h a rd s o n  o n  A p r il  2 1 , 1 9 6 3 . . .

. . . in  t h e  c i t y  o f  B lo o m d ie ld ,  a n  

a f f lu e n t  s u b u rb  b o a rd e r in g  th e  c i t y  

o f  D e tro it . T h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  th re e  

ch ild re n  to  M r . a n d  M r s .  D o n a ld  
R ic h a r d s o n ,  D r .  a n d  h o u s e w if e .  

As a c h ild  h e  d e v e lo p e d  s p in a l 

m e in g it is ,  a  c o n d it io n  w h ic h  

c a u s e s  s e v e r e  c u r v i t u r e  o f  t h e  
sp in e . T h is  co u p led  w ith  a m a ln o r is h e d , 

e f f e m in a te  a p p e a ra n c e  c a u s e d  h im  

to  h ave  f e e l in g s  o f  in f e r io r i t y ,  

m o s t  n o ta b ly  to w a rd s  m e m b e r s  

of the opposite 

sex. E ven tu a lly  h e  w a s  s en t to  a  c lin ic  

in  W a s h in g t o n  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  o f  

1 9 7 8 . T h e rap y , in c lu d ing  th e  w ea ring  

of a b a c k b ra c e  w h ic h  c o r r e c te d  

the physical defect.

D u r in g  th e  m id - e ig h t ie s  h e  m o v e d  
to  N e w  Y o rk  to  s tu d y  f i lm  a t  t h e  

T is c h  In s it u te  f o r  t h e  A r t s .  T h e r e  h e  
earned his b ach e lo r 's  d eg ree  in  f in e  a rt. 
Following his graduation he im m ersed  
h im s e l f  in  t h e  c it y 's  p u n k  s u b c u l tu r e ,  
i t  w a s  t h e n  h e  c h a n g e d  h i s  n a m e .



S h o r t ly  a f t e r  h e  b e g a n  t o  p r o d u c e  
film s , u s in g  v io le n c e  a n d  e x p l ic i t  
s e x  to  d e n o u n c e  w h a t  h e  r e f e r e d  
t o  a s  " t h e  e m p t y ,  b o r in g  a n d  
p o in tless  l iv e s  if  th e  a u d ie n c e ."

H is  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  h im s e lf  a n d  

the w orld  can be su m m e d  u p  in  

a n  e x e r p t  f r o m  t h e  f o l lo w in g  

in t e r v i e w .

F u c k  y o u ,  I  w i l l  n o t  b e  c o n t r o l l e d !  

Y o u  c a n 't  i m p r i s o n  m e  w i t h  

y o u r  o u t d a t e d  m o r a l i t y .  A l l  y o u r  

c h u r c h e s  a n d  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  b e  

destroyed! You 're  a ll dead , you 've  s lit 

your own throats!

L a s t  m o n t h ,  B u r n in g s  f i lm s  w e r e  

s e iz e d  a t  th e  C a n a d ia n  b o r d e r  

a f te r  c u s to m s  re q u e s te d  c e r ta in  

m a te r ia ls  b e  x - r a y e d .  T h e  p r in ts  

were delivered to  a  fe d e ra l c o u rt 

judge , w ho  upon  v iew ing  the  film s , 

ru led  them  obscene  and  im m ora l. 

Across the U .S . a ll ven u es  fo r Bu rn in g 's  

w o rk  h ave  b een  sh u t d o w n  a n d  

B u rn in g  h im s e lf  is  n o w  re p o r te d  

to have g o n e  in to  h id in g , f e a r in g  

a rres t an d  cr im in a l p ro s e c u t io n .

The fo llow ing  is  a  list o f Burn ing 's 

known associates. Note the possibility 
that m ore than  o n e  w ill k n o w  
his current whereabouts. 

T a sh a  N ik o s , s e lf  t it le d  "p e r fo rm a n ce  
artist" has a p p e a re d  in  s e ve ra l o f  
Burning's films, also believed to have 
carried on a personal relationship w ith 
Burn ing . 

T h e y  p a r te d  d u e  to  a  la w s u it  f i le d  b y  
B u rn in g  ag a in s t th e ir  s h a r e d  m a n a g e r  

S a m u e l W h e e le r .  T h e  ca se  a g a in s t  

W h e e le r  is  e m b e z z le m e n t  o f  fu n d s  
pertaining to  th e  p ro fits  fro m  d is tr ib u tio n  
o f Burn ing 's film s o ve rse a s . M s . N ik o s  
h a d  a p p a re n t ly  s id e d  w ith  W h e e le r .

Robert Kean, Burning's 
sometime collaborator 
but always in Burning 's 
s h a d o w .

Kean's inability to obtain 
status equal to  Burn ing 's 
caused him to  p lunge 
in to  a  cyc le  o f d ru g  

an d  a lco h o l ab u se . 

Burn ing, also  a habitual 
user, em ploys Kean as 
a go- betw een when 

making tra n sa c t io n s . 



Burn ing 's  supp lie rs  a re  these  

two individuals, W illiam  Burke 

and  D avid  H are .

B u r k e  a n d  H a r e  o p e r a t e  a  l a b  

housed in this ab an d o n ed  fac to ry  

o n  th e  c ity 's  w e s t  s id e . B o th  h a v e  

evaded prosecution thru graft.

A ny t h o u g h t s  M r .  Anderson? W e l l  s i r ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  

a l l  I ' v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  l e a r n ,  i t  

s e e m s  S i d  B u r n i n g  h a s  m a s t e r e d  

t h e  s k i l l  o f  s e l f -  p r o m o t i o n  
t h r u  h i s  m a n i p u l a t i o n .  A l l  

t h i s  p r o b l e m s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  
o f  th e  s y s t e m  a r o u n d  h i m .  H e  

s e e s  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  h i m  

d i s i n t e r g r a t i n g ,  y e t  h e  c h o o s e s  

t o  f e e d  f r o m  i t  i n s t e a d  o f  

aiding in it's repair.

A s  w e  h a v e  fo u n d  w ith  th is  t y p e  
o f persona lity , th e  e g o  b e c o m e s  
s o  b lo a te d  th a t  o n e  te n d s  to  p u t  
himself above all else.

H is  p h ilo s o p h y  w o u ld  m e a n  n o th in g  
if  n o  o n e  l i s t e n e d ,  b u t  p e o p l e  a r e .  

H e  is  a  c o w a rd  w h o  c h o o s e s  to  
h ide, like an  in s e c t  w h o  s c u rr ie s  

in to  th e  s h a d o w s . 

B u t  th e r e  is  n o th in g  in  th e  d a r k  
that can 't be re v e a le d  in  th e  lig h t , 

y o u  w i l l  a c t  a s  th a t  l ig h t ,  h is  m o c k  

san ctu a ry  w ill b e  sh o w n  fo r  w h a t it is .

I  w i l l  f i n d  h i m ,  t h e n  d o  w h a t  
is necessary.

T o n g i h t  T a s h a  N i k o s  w i l l  b e  

appearing publicly, all  th e  necessary  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  i n c l u d e d  h e r e .



A  year ago one of our departm ents 
b e g a n  to  p u b l i s h  a n  a r t s  a n d  
entertainm ent w eekly. You h ave  
been scheduled an interview  w ith  
Ms. N ik o s  a fte r  h e r  p e r fo rm a n c e . 

Sam uel W heeler and possib ly R ichard 
Kean will be in  attendance, W heeler 
m ay have  in fo rm ation  on  S id  B u rn in g 's  
w h e reab o u ts .

V e ry  w e ll,  I 'l l  p ro c e e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y .  

W e  h a v e  th e  u tm o s t 
confidence th a t  y o u  

will accomplish your goal.

I t  i s  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  n o t  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  



T h a t ' s  i t .

E x c u s e  me?
Y o u  c a n  s ta r e  a t  i t  a l l  n ig h t ,  
it won't g e t  a n y  b e t te r .  W h a t  
do you think about it?

It 's  n o t  e x a c t ly  th e  so rt  o f th in g  
that insp ires a  lo t o f though t. 

E x a c t l y ,  t h a t ' s  b e c a u s e  
h e  d i d n ' t  p u t  a n y  i n t o  i t .

D o  yo u  k n o w  th e  a rt is t?

Yes, but I forget h is nam e. He d idn 't 
even take th e  p ic tu re s , b o u g h t th e m  
from  a technitian. Pe rso n a lly , 
I p refe red  the  series he  d id  last y e a r .

D id n 't  s e e  it .

I t  w a s  ju s t  a s  p o in t le s s .  T h e  w h o le  
thing c o n s is te d  o f  p ic tu re s  ta k e n  in  a  

c o s m e t ic s  la b  w h e re  t h e y  h a d  
a n im a l te s t in g , re a l s h it  b u t  it 's  th e  
o n ly  k in d  o f  t h in g  th a t  w i l l  g e t  p r e s s  

these days, that o r w ip ing  yo u r ass  
w ith  th e  f la g . Y o u  d o n 't  b e lo n g  h e re .  



H o w  s o ? It  ju s t seem s like  you 're  
here b e c a u s e  th e  in v ite  
w a s  m a ile d  t o  t h e  
w ro n g  ad d re ss . 

A c t u a l l y  I . . .

It 's  l ik e  th is , o u r fo rm e r d is tr ib u to r  
went bankrupt, you  know  how  it is , 
anyw ay, there  w as no th ing  I co u ld  
d o  a b o u t it , o f co u rse  S id  b la m e s  m e . 

Ex cu se  m e  M r. W h ee le r.

Y e s .



I'm John Poe, Expose Magazine. Oh yes, you're here to interview Tasha. I 
spoke to your people yesterday But I'm still 
foggy on some of the details. 

Strange they didn't mention 
i t .  W h a t?

Well if Ms. Nikos is willing we were planning on 
putting her on the cover.

Great, can you believe 
she didn't want to do it? To 
me, there's no such thing 
as too much press.

Where is she now?

Backstage, it's almost showtime.

Guess I bettter find a seat.



Ladies and gentlemen, The 
Juliet Theater is proud to 
present, Ms. Tasha Nikos. 

Tasha you were wonderful, 
simply marvelous. 

He's right Tasha, you 
were great.

I walked thru it Sam, my head 
started pounding and now 
I feel worse. 

Are you sure?

I'm sure, right now all I 
want to do is go to sleep.

I guess now isn't a good 
time to...

Tasha, sm ile sweets.

Robert, what do you want ?I'm making a documentary.

Besides, w ho says I w ant anything? 
I just cam e to  s e e  th e  sh o w , a n d  
to  be honest you  w ere  a  little  o ff , 
so m e th in g  o n  y o u r  m in d ?

There's always something on 
my mind Robert, you know me. 

Yeah, I do. Robert, would 
half a dozen drink tickets get 
rid of you?

Why would you want 
to do that, I'm just 

talkin ' to  a f r ie n d .



Excuse me, I'm leaving. See ya Tasha.

D o n 't  w o rry  
she pulls that 
headache shit 

all t h e  t im e ,  
ju st her w ay  
o f  say in g  sh e  

needs privacy. 

Go get her kid.

T h a n k s .
Ms. Nikos Y o u  a g a in . I 'v e  rea d  

your m a g a z in e ,  a l l  
tho se  trees 
being killed 
for nothing. 
W e l l ,  come on.

Just a second. Mr. Kean.

H e r e .

Tell Sid 
Burning 
about this. 

Yeah, sure.

If you  don 't m ind  m e saying  so , 
Sam Wheeler doesn't seem like the 
type of person you'd associate with. 

He's a businessman, loves dealing with 
all the shit I don't want to be bother with.

C ool.

W restling? 

Sure, I love watching huge, sweaty 
m en beating on each  o th e r. Y o u  
can start asking your questions now .

W hat I had in mind 
was not just a piece 
on your current works 
but an overview  of 
your entire career, 
starting w ith your 
in v o lv em en t w ith  
Sid B u rn in g . 



D o n 't w aste  an y  t im e  
do you, will I be ablke 
to see this before it 
goes to print?

O f  course.

F in e ,  a s k  a w a y .

You've starred in several of 
Burning's films, one in particular 
was a documentary about you.

O h  y e a h ,  " fe m a le  C h a u v in is t " ,  w h a t  
can you e x p e c t  w ith  a  t it le  l ik e  th a t ?  
It 's  n o th in g  rea lly , ju s t  s o m e  h o m e  
m o v ie  foo tage  p ieced  toge ther. S id  
w a s  g o in g  fo r  a  q u ic k  b u c k . T h e  ve ry  
idea of a  m a le  a tte m p t in g  to  m a k e  a  

film  about a  w o m a n  is  fo o lis h . 

Sid 's been  quoted  as say ing  that you  had  
left him hold ing the bag, a ll he d id  
was complete it th e  b est h e  co u ld . 

The thing wasn't worth releasing, period. 
It's just another exam p le  o f how  Sid  
uses  the  w om en  a ro u n d  h im  
to support himself. 

Y e t  y o u 'v e  c h o s e n  to  m a in ta in  a  
working relationship for m any years, 
you must ad m ire  h is  ta le n t?  

I  t h in k  h e 's  t h e  w o r s t  f i lm m a k e r  
e v e r .  H e 's  a  l i a r ,  a  l e e c h  a n d  
a n  a ll  a ro u n d  b a s ta rd . B u t  h e  is  
a  ta lented  w riter.

You've seemed to have survived him. 

In  m y  life  I 'v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  
much worse than Sid Burning. 

I t 's  b e e n  n ic e  s p e a k in g  w it h  
you Mr. Poe, I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  
read in g  th e  a rtic le .

M r .  
Anderson...



M r . A n d e r s o n . . . ...how long do you think 
you can ignore me?

B e h o l d . . .

the truth of your situation. You must awaken.

D river pu llover! 

D o  y o u  

think it worked?

O f  c o u rs e .

You s u re ?



S o  w h o  i s  
t h i s  p r i c k ?

A  jou rna list, supp osed ly .

B u l l s h i t ,  I ' v e  n e v e r  
seen him b e fo re .

D id  y o u  ta lk  to  h im ?

Briefly, made a point that 
I should m ention it to  you.

I w a n t y o u  to  c a l l s o m e  

people fo r  m e .

Burke and Hare? Yes. 

It's going to cost you. I don't care. 

F ine , b u t rea lize  on ce  
you start something like this 
it can't be s topped  w hen  
it gets ugly. 

Understood, I've already 
given it a lot of thought, 
I'm hell bound anyway 
so what difference does 
i t  m a k e .

H e llo , A c m e  p a c k a g e d  
meats. ...Ah Mr. Kean, what 
can I do for you? 

I see, have your friend 
w ire  o u r  f e e  t o  o u r  
account and send a ll 
p e rt in an t in fo rm atio n  
via c o m p u te r .. .  Y o u 're  
welcome, we'll be in touch. 

Mr. Burke? Yes Mr. Hare. 

W e 'v e  ju s t  b e c o m e  e m p lo y e d .  

E n d  o f  P a r t  T h r e e
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