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toward aliens expressed immediately after the war by an officer of the
Provost Marshal General’s office in these words:

In connection with subversive warfare, during the last war, I would like to make
this observation. In the fall of 1941 and the winter of 1942, we expected that sub-
versive elements would be found mainly in the alien population. To our amazement
by 1943 we discovered such was not the case at all. Most aliens were scared to death.
So most of our disloyal individuals were old-line families in this country. That was
amazing to us, and we had to face the facts and recognize it.%°

By early March the War Department had come to appreciate that any
general evacuation of German and Italian aliens from the west coast (even
with broad exemptions) would be bound <o produce repercussions through-
out the nation.® When Attorney General Biddle heard about conferences
on alien restrictions being held in New York City, he sent a vigorous protest
to President Roosevelt, in which he contended that any German or Italian
evacuation on the east coast would have the gravest consequences to the
nation’s economic structure and war morale since it would be bound to pro-
duce confusion and disaffection among persons of those nationalities through-
out the country. The President was in thorough agreement with the serious-
ness of this prospect, and Mr. Stimson hastened to assure him that “no such
mass evacuation of aliens on the East Coast as is suggested by Mr. Biddle’s
memorandum . . . is either under way or contemplated,” although he admitted
that limited evacuations from particularly critical areas were being studied.
As a consequence, General Drum was informed that there must be no evacu-
ation of aliens within the Eastern Defense Command except with the knowl-
edge and approval of the War and Justice Departments.®* With Presidential
approval the War Department on 22 April did extend the military area system
authorized by Executive Order 9066 to all of the continental defense com-
mands, but only after it had been explained to the President that this exten-
sion was necessary to enforce dim-out and air defense regulations, and so
forth, and not for the purpose of controlling enemy aliens. “The control of
alien enemies,” the President informed Mr. Stimson, “‘seems to me to be pri-
marily a civilian matter except of course in the case of the Japanese mass
evacuation on the Pacific Coast.” 12
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