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Dr. Larry M. Hyman
About Tonight’s Lecture
About 50% of the world's languages are "tonal", including some rather prominent ones such as all of Chinese, much of SE Asia, almost all of sub-Saharan Africa, and significant parts of New Guinea, Mexico, and the Northwest Amazon. Despite expansion of our knowledge, there has been some controversy on defining exactly what counts as a "tone language". In this introductory talk I provide the basics of the typological issues surrounding the use of pitch in language. It will be seen that a language can have tone, stress, and/or intonation in all combinations. As part of the demonstration we will consider how English exploits stress, pitch-accent, and intonation (all to be defined), at both the word and phrase levels. No previous linguistic knowledge of these phenomena is assumed.
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Larry M. Hyman received his Ph.D. in Linguistics at the University of California, Los Angeles, 1972. Except for a two-year leave with a Postdoctoral Fellowship from the Miller Institute for Basic Research in Science (U.C. Berkeley, 1973-1975), he taught at the University of Southern California from 1971 to 1988. He came to Berkeley's Department of Linguistics in 1988, which he chaired from 1991 to 2002. He has worked extensively on phonological theory and other aspects of language structure - particularly as concerns the history and description of the Niger-Congo languages of Africa, especially Bantu. He has published several books (e.g. Phonology Theory and Analysis, A Theory of Phonological Weight) and numerous theoretical articles in such journals as Language, Linguistic Inquiry, Natural Language and Linguistic Theory, Phonology, Studies in African Linguistics and Journal of African Languages and Linguistics. His current interests center around phonological theory, tone systems, and the comparative and historical study of the Bantu language family (of about 500 languages) for which he founded the Comparative Bantu On-Line Dictionary (CBOLD), with funding from the National Science Foundation and in collaboration with the Laboratoire Dynamique du Langage (CNRS/Université Lyon2). He also has had a grant from the France-Berkeley Fund and spent his 1995-96 sabbatical in the C.N.R.S. Laboratory "Dynamique du Langage" in Lyon, France.
