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Originally an Army brat and a high school drop out, I was educated at UC Berkeley (BA, Classics and Philosophy 1983) and UCLA (MA, PhD Linguistics 1991). I've taught first grade (San Francisco) and high school (Berkeley), which was hard work; I taught at the University of Arizona, Stanford, UCLA, and Heinrich Heine University in Düsseldorf Germany, which was much easier. I've been at Fresno State since 1996. I specialize in dead Indo-European languages (Ancient Greek, Hittite, and Latin) and am developing a new specialization in native languages of California. With my colleagues in Fresno State's Indigenous Language Group, I'm currently working with Chalon, Mono, and three kinds of Yokuts (Choinimni, Chukchansi, and Wukchumne).

About Tonight’s Lecture

Many languages allow you to make new words by adding prefixes (re-possess) or suffixes (old-est), or by making compounds (dump-truck, cottage-cheese). The Yokuts languages of California have something much more exotic: some suffixes make the root word grow another syllable and that syllable grows inside of the root word, separated from the suffix that put it there. The process is similar to what is found in Semitic languages like Arabic and Hebrew but is otherwise extremely rare in the languages of the world. Languages like these show us what kinds of things human language is capable of, things that we might otherwise never think would happen. 
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http://www.english.org

http://www.csub.edu/englishclub
