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1. Two Stories

MIKE AND T WERE LOOTING THE LEFTOVERS AT
. BERKELEY ONE YEAR AND FOUND A STATUE.
NKENLY, WE CARRIED 1T POWN BANCROFT. A LIFE-
E BUST, AFTER TWO BLOCKS IT WAS MORE HEAVY
AN AMVSING. MIKE WALKED INTO MILAND, RF
WAY THROUGH THE CROWD, THEN SET IT DOW
TOP OF A STRANGER'S TAB L
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TO DO BUT TRY TO0 WIPE. OFF HER
BURY \T A LITTLE DEEPER.
HE BOTLE OF GIN T DUMPSTEREDZ T CANT
THE STUFF, $0 T GAVE IT T0 JESS. EXCEPT,
IT WAS NOT GIN AFTER ALL. JESS Pﬁ?VED MY POINT,
WHICH T, EVE&\/THQJG THAT'S FOUND WAS ONCE
LOST %\&PEN, OR THROWN OVUT. MAYBE BETTER NOT
TQ KN WHY. BETTER NOT T0 KN
CAME FROM QR EXACTLY WH T
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HEEE IT
AT IT IS. BET E-
TIMES NOT T0 ASK FOR THE REST OF THE STORY,
BETIER SOMETIMES NOT TO TELL. BUT HE ASKED,
AND I WAS ONLY TRYING TO BE HELPFUL.
"WHAT'S THE WORST THING IT COULD BEZ



CED A LIST FROM THE POISON
AS NL‘/ HALFWAY DOWN
EEN AND WENT INTO THE

D SORT OF AN ACCIDENT, T
NCIUVER. T COULDN'T BELIEVE
UMA Hr\_l‘_s
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OTHER E0 FRIENDS, TRADING,

STORIES AND SCHEMES FOR SNEAKING IN.
"NO " JRY WALKING [N BACKWARDS!

K
D PIzzA"
E HERE TO DELIVER IT?

, THE OPENING BAND.
"FUCK I, WE'LL BE THE OPENING BAND/

HEY LOSERS, THE FUCKING OPENING BAND
ALREADY AEED!
sueﬁvﬁ\m@s s@r‘ff?rTfN\/GOYNCsolglép S

OF ALL THE TRICKS, 1'D FORGOTEN THE OLDEST
IN THE BOOK. T WALKED UP THE STAIRS PAST THE
SUsPIAoUS_GLARE OF A HERD OF NECKLESS BOUNCERS
"GUEST L\ST) T SAID, AND AS THEY LOOKED UP THE
NAME T GAVE T CRANED MY HEAD ARGUND LikE A
léLEf_\WNE\Q, LOOKING OVER THEIR SHOULDERS FOR A
‘N(S) 12HIR0 AGNEW ON THE LIST’ THEY YELLED.

YGET 4
THE HEAD BOUNCER SEIZED ME AND PICKED MY

FEET OFF THE GROUND, READY TO BOWL ME HEAD-
EIRST DOWN -THE STAIRS AND OVT THE DOOR. T
AVICKLY PUT IN A POSTSCRIPT.

Nld‘(P MQE%O;HEY PUT ME DOWN UNDER mY

HAT DID THE TRICK. INSTEAD OF THROWING

ME J0T THE DOOR, THEY CROZSED POPO OFF THE LIST
AND THREW ME RIGHT INTO THE PIT.
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H

couw T asueve IT, THE. SUBHUMANS WERE
KING D, REALLY SCREAMING AND PUMPING
uwvwe lT oOUT, NOT :ms-r GOING THROUGH THE
S. AN EfE WAZ GERRY ANNAH, PROUDLY
H1S FlRST SHOW SINCE BEING ARR
HE VAN COUVER FINE MORE THAN ’TEN

EP RIS 7 s prote, Uy
THORN (N MY SIDE. A NAGGIN G GUILTY
COULDN T GET OFF MY M\WND.

POPOZ" TT ASKED. "wuaae TS POPO?
P AFTER ALL, JUST A Ll'ﬂ’LE LA‘TE? "
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THE

B ELLAS OR WRF\PPED ur IN RAINCOATS.
ER IS A RE§TAURANT, FANCY BVT NOT
OVGH THE wmvo CAN SEE MY MOM
SOME DVDE, FINISHING THEIR MEAL. N0 FOOL, \N\Y
O ALLOWS HIM TO PAY THE BILL. THEY s-rA D V2
ETRIEVE THEIR COATS FROM THE DOORMAN, AND
ALK HAPPILY TOGETHER DOWN THE STREET.

HOWEVER, IT (6 NOT MEANT TO BE. A CAR
RACE§ 2y AN6 Hgs A HUGE PUDDLE. MJM AN DRY

BUT THE GUY 16 SPLASHED HEAD TO TOE. HE TAKES
OFF H\$ OVERCOAT, NOW A SOAKED, RUINED, MUDDY WMESS.
WHAT A THING TO HAPPEN ON A DATE. WITH MY MOW/
Bgr, EXAMINING THE DAMAGE, HE SUDPDENLY L\GHTENS

"WHY, THIS TEN'T VWY COAT AT ALLY HE LAVGHS.
“THE DOORN\AN N\UST HAVE GIVEN ME THE U\IP\ONG ONE!
TO THE RESTAURANT A g
‘rHE DRl‘f\’IPINC— N\UPDY BUNDLE BACK TOTHE HOR&l [ED
DOORM SEEMS T0 HAVE BEEN A MISTAKE'
THEY SA\/ “You GAVE U$ THE WRONG COAT'
INDEED, THE DOORMAN CHECKS TRE TAGS AND
APowsqu "HANDING OVER A COAT OF A SINMILAR CVT.
HAPPY, WA ARM, AND DRY, THEY STROLL DOWN THE
5TREET éAw WI‘TH A SMiLE A [\‘\\ A GEM OF WISDIM
TO PASS DOWN TO FUTURE GENERATIONS. "THAT'S
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A SHLEMIEL AND A

DO
o £73230098
é-—\c
~<I
S NVJU
—_ 00O
IQ»
.

SHLEMAZEL; MOMW TELL5 N\E MANY YEARS LATER,
“ANY SHLEMIEL CAN GET TH COAT SPLASHED IN MUD
BY A PASSING CAR. BUT TO D WITHOUT EVEN

PU‘ITING— I'T ON OR GOING 0 DE HAT TAKES A

A EMOAP\Z%LI—] MAZEL. HIM AND E OTHER
LEMAZEL. HI HE

POP0$ OF THIS WORLY, IN THEIR W A DP‘/ OVERCOATS



STVCK IN THE GTHER HALFE OF MY FAMILY'S STORIES.
PROB}}\BL\I $EEN FEET TALL, WAITING OVTSIDE THE
SHOW, [N THE RAIN, WITH AN AXE TO GRIND, LITERALLY.
ONCE T SPENT A MONTH IN STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN.
UNTIL THEN, sSACRAMENTO WAS THE FURTHEST T'D
EVER BEEN AWAY FROM HOME AND FRIENDS. TT (WAS
EXCITING, BUT SO LONELY AS TO B ALMOST UNBEAR-
ABLE. T JUST WALKED, DAY AND NIGHT, MosTLY IN
THE STREETS OF THE OLD TOWN, GAMLA STAN,
WATCHING THE STREET MUSICIANS PLAY. NO CON-
VERSATIONS WITH ANYONE, NO HUMAN cONTACT AT
ALL, JUST THE SONGS AND THE SOUND OF FOREIGN
WORDS AND PEOPLE PASSING BY.
I WAS WHISTLING THE OTHER PAY WHILE L
FLIPPED THE EGGS AND POURED THE MORNING COFFEE.
"WHATS THAT2” MY ROOMMATE JOHN ASKED, SO
I TOLp HIM. A SONE A BAND OF STREET MUSICIANS
PLAYED ONE DAY IN GAMLA STAN IN THE SUMMER OF ‘85.
STILL STUCK IN MY HEAD, GOD DAMNIT.
"~ “YEAH, THAT FUNNY” HE SAID, MATIER OF FACT.
"I THOUGHT T'D HEARD \T BEFJRE"

MY ROOMMATES KEEP PULLING RABBITS LIKE.
THAT OVUT OF THEIR HAT. “OH, T DIDN'T MENTION T
USED TO BE A TEACHER AT A GIRLS' SCHOOL IN NEW
HAMPSHIRE?" sAYS THE BEARDED SAILOR GUY. “YOU
DIDN'T_kNow T HAD A TWO FOOT MOHAWK AND A
MAGAZINE?", SAYS THE HIPPIE.

NQW IT WAS JOHNS TURN. *STACKHOUW? SUMMER
OF '852 GAMLA STAN? YEAH, T WAS THERE AT THE
%Q{{vx_‘r_;yyme, DOING RESEARCH ON THE SWEDISH LABOR

MY MOVTH DROPPED AND INSTINCTIVELY BEGAN
MUTIERING, "WEIRD, WEIRD, WEIRD, WEIRD ", THOUGH, AS
SLUGGO LIKES TO REMIND ME, TT% ACTVALLY NOT
THAT WEIRD. 0UR PATHS DON'T CROSS AND INTERSECT
BY CHANCE, BUT B8Y THE CHOICES THAT WE'VE MADE.

T WENT DOWNSTAIRS AND WENT DIGGING THROUGH
OLA} TSSVUES UNTIL T FOUND I, l\f\ PHOTO OF THAT
WONDERFUL BAND PLAYING oN THE STREET. TWO
GIRLS AND TWO GUYS, DECKED OUT AND DANCING ALL
AROUND, SINGING AND STRUNMING AcCOUSTIC
INSTRUMENTS AND RADIATING A RARE WARMTH.

A LOVE FOR PERFORMING, FOR EACH OTHER, AND
FOR LIFE ITSELF S0 STRONG IT SWEPT ME. OUT OF MY
SHELL. IN SHY STOCHHOLM, NOTHING ELSE HAD
COME CLOSE TO DOING THAT.

JOHN WENT UPSTAIRS AND CAME BACK WITH
A L S0CTE G AL A
FOREIGN WORDS, STREETCARS AND FALLING RAIN.



LONELY AND OUT OF PLACE LIKE WME, JOHN HAD
D A TAPE RECORDER AND cAPTURED THE
F STOCKHOLM AS HE WALKED THROUGH \T
. OBSERVING PEOPLE BUT NEVER INTER-
ACTING WITH THEM, AT LEAST NOT SUCCESSEULLY.
THEN HE FOUND 1T, ON A TAPE OF STREET
MVsICIANS. SURE ENQUGH, THE SONG T NEVER
THOUGHT T'D HE IN. BETTER EVEN THAN T
REMEMBERED. ,
“"BUT THEY WEREN'T LIKE THE OTHER STREET
MUSICIANSY, I PROTESTED. "I WAS IN GAMLA STAN
EVERY DAY AND T SWEAR THEY WERE ONLY OoUT
] AN Ff‘\ouﬁ(oos'—drl”\/ PLAYING TO FIFTEEN
JOHN SAID YT kNPOE%' i ,\}/Aé ONE OF THOSE

PLE"
T IMAGIN ne ULD HEAR THE soUND gfF mY
AN N A Alee BerllEE SN S0
F /Y\XI\I’H TO. BUT WHO KNOWS? \QE WEB:‘E
DING SHOULDER TO §H9ULDER.

BREATH AND IN BROKEN ENGLISH EXP
HE HAD BEEN TRYING TO CATCH UP T
WEEKS, EVER SINCE THE DAY T HAN

A
ING THE STA
As

: D BY

W E THEY WORKED. NOT ONCE BUT R
O\E& EVERY DAY, IN Nli‘/ ENDLESS TRUDGE TH
oL TOWN

BY S{‘Vr\gﬁfe\@(gké ANNg-’r%E%lf(\f\/ %’%O%E%I—Ir%g & ?E%EEN
KNOWING IT, LOOKED FOR AND REMEMBERgE. i



2. Story of The Curse

E HOME. IT WAS VERY, VERY DARK.
;;%0&,@99 CVA JFFZ, IWCALLED OVT.

SETHYEE iLs\/Aw VOICE FROM THE DARKNESS.
"ANY FOoOD?”
"NO’”_ MY 0THER HOUSEMATE, J.P.

I STUMBLED AROUND THROUGH THE WRECKAGE
F{QR A MINUTE BEFORE T FOUND THEM. THEY S/XOOD
IMMOBILE IN THE EERIE, FLICKERING GLOW OF
%\grv%s ,\%‘\l[\\lllg(LE. THEY WERE STARING AND POINTING

¥
‘BOYs! NO NO%EE( ggE/\Q{,\KE RASH DECISIONS!
"WE THOUGHRT ARJUT THE WAY THINGS WERE
'WRONG. THE WAY THINGS WERE GOING WRING,

IT SEEMED uge THERE m\[g BE A CURSE”
0 T(\)N %0‘:00\5 (5‘07" T
HE. HORRIBLE, GRIMACING,

E MONKEY. SHAD%{WS FELL

ALREADY DARK AND EVIL

ND WIDE EYES ALL THE
ENGING. THE MONKEY

N OUTSTRETCHED MIDDLE FINGER,

F
Vg RE NOT SVUGGESTING THAT M
MONKEY ’{ms ANYTHING T0 D0 WITH THE UNEXPECTED
OUR [IVES HAVE TAKEN. WHY, IT'S JUST
ﬁr%;/? PRESENT FROM MY SWEET GIRLFRIEND,
AT THE SOUND OF THAT NAME, \Y HOUSEMATE
cowkiey Az ke AL Colekel REMEES
THE MONKEY GOES OR WE DO ]
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T SAID coope ZE AND
EFT I COULD ALREADY HEAR

WITH THEIR PICKYP TR ng AND
RTS COMING TO PICK THROU PILE.
SIST A BOX CLEARLY N\HRKEP, “CURSE”?

WALKED F\gdﬁ‘/

3. Between the Days

IN BETWEEN THE FRANTIC, RENZIED WEEKé
OF RUNNING AROUND GETING Reff Y TO LEAVE AND
THE CALW, Bussr—'UL mome or= ACTUALDI DRIVING—
AWAY, T ALWAYS W N EXTRA DAY.
IN BETWEEN DEPARTURE AND ARR\VAL FAREWELL
_AFH[IZ:RBEE'T&lEFF\lsTgNFgRX_'G_EA' WHg AWM T KIDDING? T WISH
IF T COULD ONLY K’\ACILET 'r MOMENT LAST.
NOT 'THE 2 ESCENPO o;: BURNING— POWN ‘THE HOV5 y
NOT THE GINNING§ OF BVILDIN (\? A NE
il QCE JUST A ﬁ '1TEI UBBLE ‘ro
PAVSE. AND TAKE IN THE cH r\F BECAU$E, LIKE
SEX, THE SWEETEST PART IS NOT THE CLIMAX,
BUT THE CALM AFTER THE STORM FOLLOWED ‘BY
THE COFFEE, CIGARE‘ITES THAI CE
CREAM AFTER THE 21_#5 s‘rORm SEX
AND LIFE, B TH TOO LF\ YET PERHAPS
TO0O GOOD RVUSH. YES. YOU CoULD A
THE U\IORLP TS NOT A WOMAN AND LIFE :LS NOT
A eLomovs YET EMBARRASSING ONE-NIGHT STAND.
BUT R AL WHAT's THE VSE IN ARGUING Azour IT?
IT r5 NED T0 me, so G EI'»{F_N\_O_U‘\_IO U%Nué ONE
,‘AJ AS A D KQOO’E CA NAL s SAIIR GOODBYEé
H BYE WlLLEY AND FATHER,
FAREWELL —ro rvw FISH AND SPENGER'S AND M\DNIGH’T
/%QSKETBALL mY BAGS WERE E\IEN PACKED |

VANCE

THE APPOINTMENT WAS AN EARLY ONE. VERY

UfaRL\/ CRsMINAu,Y, INHUMANELY EARLY. BUT AFTER
F ANTICIPATION, THE OPERATION ITSELF

WAS A BREEZE %ST AND ANTICLIMACTIC. WY FIFTH
ROOT CANAL, AND ONE SITUATlON WHERE MY
:RQNCAREA IN‘% CéLwUéNEL%% INSE(,\_J{SITI\I\%ET
AT TEN /V\ORNIN& ALL PATCHE-E) UP AND
FEELlNG Fl As

THERE WAS NOTHING TO RECOVER FROM, NO



HOME AND SLEEP. JUSTA
NUMB MOoUTH AND A WHOl’,vé UNEXPECTEPPDl;A\/
- SONNY, MY RIDE, PIPN'T
S

ECOND TCE CREAM
E GRIMPLE BOYs OUTSIDE
ELLED AT THEM.“"WHAT
OING OVUT IN THE

R

|
E " WGDLBLRRGPBDWY
fads Qm Fﬁf%\ THE

T LAVGHED AND LAUGHED AND DROOLED. A ROOT
CANAL I% A HA‘?{D THANG— TO EXPLAIN. ESPECIALLY WITH
FRESH STITCHES IN YOUR MOUTH.

WALKING DOWN DWIGHT, T CAME ACR(SS
YOLANDA AND COREY IN HIS FRONT YARD, KISSING. I T
WAS SWEET T0 SEE, A LITTLE TENDERNESS AND
TORTURE BEFORE SHE SCURRIED OFF To SCHOOL FOR
THE DAY. LEAVING HAS THE SAME LOOK AND FEEL
WHETHER FOR AN HOUR OR A YEAR, TO YOUR POLITICAL
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NOT JUST WITH BOYS AND GIRLS, BUT EVEN WITH
MY STUPID CITY. IF ONLY IT WOULD RAIN ON ME ON
MY WAY OUT OF TOWN. BUT NO, IT WAS THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL C{\-}\REFREE SUNNY DAY T. HAD EVER SEEN
THE BAY SHINED, THE HILLS CLIMBED. ANE EVERY
WINGNUT AND FLOWER WAS dUT IN F’gl, LOOM.

S 2 O SO A,
10 EgSE HIs TROUBLED MIND



WE WERE TALKING. ABOVUT GIRLS. AS USUAL.
EXCEPT A (e WURE EXFC I THAGSUAL
BLUSHED, gX’TCHING THE TONE OF MY SLURS \F NOT
THE EXACT WORDS. T ITGNORED THEM AND WENT ON,
IN TEXTBOOK DETAIL.
“YoU KNOW HOW IT IS WHEN HER LEG TS UP

N YOV RE TETER oM T Tk

MIND |F :b DO THIS? § 1 .

, SURE", COREY SAW.
k TZ"

T's THE BIG DEALZ? EVERYONE

X, BUT NO ONE EVER REALLY TALKS

W2 TT's OPD. BUT T GVESS T

ADN'T MVUCH BEFORE.

ONE EYE BIGGER THAN THE

UTINIZED ME. “TELL ME"” HE SAID.

"DID THEY GIVE YOV ANY PRUGS AT THE PENTISTZ"
“PRUGS?: ME? ‘\]l: DON'T EVEN TAKE ANESTHESIA.

“BUT THIS WASN'T MY REGULAR DENTISTY I ADDED.
OF \T, HE DID GIVE ME A LITILE
SHOT QUICK BEFORE. T
Pl%ED.UBAUT T FORGOT
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L D EVER WRITTEN
TOGETHER OVER THE YEARS, THEN EVERY SONG
ITTEN SEPARATELY, THEN BITS AND
EVERY SONG WE'D EVER HEARD. PLAY-
$ DPANGEROVS, SEEI
T MYSELF IN THE #
REGULAR DAYS. T JVYST HOPED THE STITCHES
WOULDN'T POP OUT SCREAMING ALON )
e Bk DAE ST A EN Y LN
CALM HUNG IN THE AIR. TIME HELD BDACK AND HAD
YET T0 CATCH UP T WAS THANKFUL FOR THE
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THE NAGGING LONELINESS AND THE NEED FOR
ACCEPTANCE. CHANGING YOURSELF T HEALTH‘/ AND
NECESSARY. IS IT ALSO ALWAYS DISHO -B(

WHY DOES IT SEEM SO GREAT TO N\E TO E SHAPED
BY THE HARDSHIFS OF LIFE BUT NOT T0 SHAPE \IOUR’
SELF T0 SHORE UP AGAINST THEM?2 MAYBE I JV
HATE THEIR VULN BIUTY, THAT IN\PATIENCE AND
OPEN SORE THAT MADE BOTH CINDYS CHANG é)
ONLY THEIR NAM \f DBUT ALSO THE WA\I THEY PR SBED,
‘&HE WAY THEY LINED, AND THE PEOPLE THAT THEY

NEW.

WHAT CAN T SAY2 THE WORLD SEES SIN AND
INDY, EXCITING AND 2OLD IN THElR SEPARHT E WAYS.
L SEE THE TND CINDYS UN ERNEP{TH ALL, BHCK
WHEN THEY WERE [INSEPER M AD BT
WORLD _BECAUSE IT'S SO HA A A\}\'
STILL STAY T?\l ETHER. BECAUSE UJ 0 R

5. Temescal, again

WALKING THROUGH THE BVSHES, THE HIPPEN
TRAILS UNDERNEATH THE TANGLES OF FREEWAY IN
THE OAKLAND HILLS. WE USED T0 RUN ALONG HERE
SMEARED WITH BLACKBERRIES FOR WARPAINT,
CHASING AND LAVGHING THROVGH THE IVY, KISSING
AS we sLID DOWN THE §TEEP DIRT SLOPES. WE USED
TO TALK ABOUT L\VING HERE, IN A SECRET SF‘OTI p
\A?UND NOT JUST ROMANTIC, IT WAS PRACTICAL

E HAP NOWRHERE ELSE T0 G0. THEN, LIVING N A
LEAN-TO [N THE BUSHEs SOUNDE Rommtgl

E. NOW (T WOULD JUsT BE LONELY. NESOME

S R ol ot
f\é BECOMES A BURDEN INSTEAD OF
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HAVE MARCHED RIGHT OVER. vou HAVE THE
PRONE IT, FROM OUR FIRST DATE. YoU
OUR WRIST ON THE RAZOR WIRE RBY THE
UT MY THUMB ON BROKEN GLA% TREYANG
THE BLIND DEAF‘f
ET L%D ‘Ié-lRO WAY \/o HELD AND CON\FORP
WE E UN\BLING ‘IHROUGH TH BEDS OF
5 OUTSIPE THE HOSPITAL WHEN THE SECURITY
CAME A D TOLY U5 TO MOVE. PATIENTS INSIDE
COMPLAINING, WE RVINED THEIR VIEW. WH(
LD COMPLAIN ABOUT TWO PEQPLE vepc/ N\VCH IN
E2 T COULD r\éaw, PROBABLY ADD ITTOTHE IST.
I RENMEMB MESCAL N TH N\\VDLE
OF THE NIGHT, sg_%ausG AND 30 HAPPY JUST TO
AT EACH OTHER N THE N\OONLIGHT EVEN DAYS
LIKE THIS, T00 SUNNY AND SHARP, STRESSED OUT LIKE
YOU ALWAYS WERE, WE COULD DRIVE -THERE AND
JUMP RIGHT IN. T WALKE UP TODAY 10 Do JUST THAT,
%\\T WAS CROWDED WITH HAPPY EFAMILIES. T PICKED
s ROTEN BLHCKBERR(ES AND UUA KED AWAY.
T USED T0 GET S0 JEALOUS EVERY S
ngwwc— YOU'D WANT TO 60 SWINMING lNTI-/-lE SUN
S0 WOULD ALL THE YOUN6 BOYS. BUT NOT
SLEPT ALL DAY AND WROTE ALL NIG—HT; GRUN\P\/ ND
MEAN. T LIKED SWIMMING AND SUNSHINE, BUT NOT
WITH YOU. THEY MADE ME FEEL ow
T ALWA PINESS T OVE&RATED,
BUT so 2 DEPRESSION AND REGRET \/y\ E
SITING AT THAT PARK BY THE HO PTALYO ZAID
“THIS 16 ONE OF THOSE PLACES PEOPLE COME RIGHT
AFTER SOMEONE DIES, AND THEY SIT HERE LOOKING
ALL WEIRD” THEN YoU SAW MY FALLEN FACE. T HELD
ynfjl EIII\I\JUG-N!;:BKS E’iro SHow, NOT VI c-rok\/ OR PEACE, BUT
el SNSRI O
o& m LEAST "mPPED OUI‘ AND DEAD TODAY. BETER

RINK M AND WALK TH
WILDERNESS TRP??S TR\I ’TO SHAKE T OFF-/DAGAIN

6. Both Sides Now

EL DIED, ELSA WAS HE FIRGT RS N
CALL DTH‘é V\/l-\ y HT BOKI% 0
IF NOT IN TOVCH MVCH IN RECENT \/EARs BuUT 8
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THE TIME I REACHED HER, $0 HAD OTHER BAD
NEW; ABEL'S FAMILY DIDN' WANT HER

UNERAL. “HE ALWAYS SAID YOU PUT A CURSE ON
H:m" THEY ALY H
SAijs“rE{ smp,"THA—r's FUNNY. HE TOLD ME THE

\NHEN WHQ THAT?2, I ASKED.

"IT WAS INTHE CITY, T R AN INTO Him ON
SIXTEENTH STREET. HE’SAID, *HEY :ress, COME. OVER
HERE', LIKE HE WAS LETING ME IN ON SOVE BIG
SECRET. HE SAD, 'LOOK IN THE wn\épow"'

“T LOOKED IN AND WAS A LITTLE STARTLED. THERE
WAS A YOUNG WOMAN IN A GREEN DRESS EA‘r NG A
%[\\JJRREO ABEL SAID,'YOU $EE HER? SHE P CURSE

“T SEE” T SAID T0 JES. DID AREL $EEM UNHAPPY
% \%%RR‘EDSEEMED REALLY PLEASED. HE WAS
, H W,
PRACTICALLY BEAMING WITH PRIDE®
AS T SUSPECTED, ABEL HAD TOLD ONLY HALF
THE'?HT%R\/S E WAY SHOULY B PURPO LY
TS TH EY ETOLD, SE.
N\lSLEADING— NP INCOMP ETE FNE PE FRONT
AND THE REST IN INST UUITH
INTEREST BUT gl m TAKE YEARS -ro TELL
WHOLE THING. T UPTED, LIKE /-\BEL, EVERYONE
THINKE YOUVE ALREADY MADE YOUR POINT WHEN
IN FACT YOU HAVEN'T EVEN GOTEN TO THE BEST
PART. NO ONE THOUGHT TO AsKk WHAT KIND OF CURSE.
%ESW@% AND IF HE WAS LAOKING FORWARD TO THE.
HEN WENDY AND T BROKE UP SHE RETURNEP
E\JER‘/ SlNG—LE PHOTO OF VS TOGETHER . SHE SAID,
GUESS T WON'T BE NEEDING THESE ANYMORE" IT WAs
wo&se THAN BEING CUTOUT OR EVEN RIPPED UP
SHE_WAITED FIVE YEARS FOR HER SECOND
REVENGE. “0OH, THOSE, SHE LAUGHED. “T HAD COPIES
MADE BEFORE GIVING: THEM BACK”

E COTRONA SAYS, THE SECRET IS NOTES NOT
PLAYED TS NOT \WHAT PEOPLE TELLYOU, BUT WHATS
LEFT UNSA\D THEY BUILD A CAGE WITH LI‘ITLE PIECES
OF STORIES AND KEEP THE REAL FEELINGS
N\EANINGQ LOCKED TINSIDE. YOU HAVE. TO T -ro FIND

E KEY, AND THEY HAVE T0 TRY Agl HIDE \T. THAT'S
TI—IE ART OF ROMANCE, AND FRIENDSHIP, AND ALL

CONVERSATION
PETRA F\ND T USED T0 WALKAROUNP GOLDEN
GATE PARK. T COMPLAINED ABOVUT B N COMPUTER

OR SOMETHING EQUP\LL\I PUMB, AND PETRA YELLED,
"I GUESS TS NOT PUNK ENOUGH! BETTER G0 BACK T0



WRITING WITH ROCKS AND CHISELS! TT'S NOT GOOD
ENOUGH FOR YOU UNLESS TT6 EROM A DUMPSTER!”
"SHE LET HER ANGER BUILD UP, AND WHEN \T BROKE,
A TORRENT OF CAUSTIC COMMENTS AND DEFENSIVE
ATTACKS RAINED POWN. BUT THEY WERE OUT OF PLACE
ngmmg T0 DO WITH THE SITUATION, OR CONVERSATION

STILL, T UNDERSTOOD HER POINT. TT WAS ALWAYS
THE SAME THING. LIFE WAS MEANT T0 BE LIVED, NOT
WEIGHED DOWN BY BITTERNESS ANP NOSTALGA, CRITIC
T AND COMPLAINTS. LIFE WAS AROUT CHANGE AND
THE WILLINGNESS T0 TRY NEW THINGS..

T LEARNED THAT FROM PETRA, AND 1T CHANGED
mMY_CIFE, EVEN THOUGH T DISAGREED. MY BITIERNESS
AND NOSTALGIA CAME FROM EXPERIENCE, AND T
WASNT READY T0 TUST THRAW THAT AWAY. TT WAS
APF RT OF MM, LIKE THE HA%IT OF PICKING THINGS

ABOUT TRYING NEW THINES, BUT T'D MUCH
EN T0 THE RADON ALBUW A THOUSAND
. YOU KNOW?
AT SAID, SHE WAS RIGHT, BUT T ENJOYE
ONG. THE FUNNY THING WAS, 50 DID PETRA.
UT S0 OFTEN THE. CASE, SHE SAIN THE
QUALITY SHE HATED ONLY IN JTHERS.

SWHY'D YOU BRING ME OUT T0 THE MIDDLE OF
NOWHERE?Z", $HE PEMANDED. ,

VIT'S NdT THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE" T SAID, “JU5T
'A:R?‘IEFED%RE@;NE\GHBORHOOD THAN WHERE ALL YOUR
SHE SCOWLED “1F YOU LIKE THE SUBURBS 50

MVCH, YoU DON'T NEED TO APOLOGIZE TO ME ABOUT
:ﬁrgo%gg,,?e&sowﬁux I LIKE BEING AROUND REAL
_ “THESE PEOPLE ARE JUST AS REAL; T SIGHED
AND WE'RE ONLY TWO M|LES FROMYOUR HOUSE”

"NO NEED T0 ARGVE ABQUT IT% SHE SAID.“T CAME
OUT TOHAVE A FUN TIME, NOT TO ARGUE ANV GET ALL
FREAKED OUT. TF YOU LIKE THIS CULTURELESS WASTE-
LAND INTHE MIDPLE OF NOWHERE, THAT'S FINE. BUT,
WE MIGHT AS WELL BE ON THE SURFACE OF THE MOON!
LASTT\I;\!}% ;ETRA, SHE ALWAYS HAD TO HAVE THE

"I MISS MY OLD FRIENDS” T SAID, WALKING BACK
TO THE MISSION. “TT'S T00 BAD THEY COULDN'T MAKE
THE TRANSITION. T00 BAD THEY DIDN'T HAVE THE
PATIENCE TO STICK AROUND”

"THEY'RE GONE”, SHE SAID “IT'S OVER, $0 WHY
TALK ABOUT TT2" i

“BECAVSE T MISs THEM"



"THERE'S A REASON ITS CALLED THE PAST”

“BUT TM NOT TALKING ABOUT THE PAST, PETRA.
I'M TALKING: ABOUT THE PRESENT. LTS $0 NUCH
BETIER, THAN X THOUGHT IT WOULD BE, S0 MyCH

. IF ONLY THEY WERE HERE 10 SEE IT"
“THEIR LOSS 1S YOUR GAIN" ,,
“NO” T SAID SAPLY. “THEIR LOSS TS mY LOSS”

WH; AIN ABOUT DECISIONS SOMEONE ELSE
MADE?” SHE BARKED. “IF YOU WANT TO THROW YOUR
LIFE AWAY WORRYING ABOUT GHOSTS, GO AHEAD. BUT
0 GO GET A BURRITDY

SITING AT THE LITILE TABLE AT THE TAQUERIA,

LL MY FRIENDS ARE GETTING MARRIE

Ds! T CAN'T BELIEVE IT/ WHAT ARE
2 THEYRE ALL DlSAPPEARING INTO
! ITS DRINING ME CRAZY! "
T'D HEARD THIS BEFORE. BUT T HADN'T LISTEN-

agse ENOUGH, HADN'T THOUGHT TO ASK. -ro\?
HALF OF THE'\fATA D MOUsE
4 P CHASED AFTER
TALLY BY SURPRISE WHEN SHE
E WAS ENGAGED, SHE SAID.

MAN WAS NONE OTHER THAN MY

E

ETRA..” T STAMMERED.
AID T DIDN'T WANT TO”

7. Lost Boy Raised by DJ’s

GROWING UP, T LEARNED 41X THINGS FROM MY
PARENTS, ONE, DON'T WATCH “HOGAN'S HERIES" BECAVSE
IT /Y\éAKES THE HOLOCAUST INTO A SOKE. TW@, DONT
MAKE FUN OF PEQPLE FOR BEING INTELLECTUALS.
THREE, DON'T LET ANYONE TAKE YOUR FINGERPRINAS.
FOUR, DON'T PLAY WITH GUNS, EVEN SQUIRT GUNS. PIVE,
DON'T RIDE. IN THE OPEN BED OF A TRUCK OR YOU MIGHT
FLY oUT AND DIE LIKE THAT HAPPY COUPLE AT THE
KIBBUTZ BACK IN ‘5l. SIX, BEWARE AGENT PROVOCATEURS.

THEY WERE. ALL VALUABLE LESSONS, AND YET,
:rI'HEY seam{gv ARBITRP\E AND DISCONNECTED T ME.
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IT SEEMS STRANGE NOW, BUT KALX USED T0 BE
LOCATED AT THE LAWRENCE HALL OF SClENCE, UPON
TOP OF THE BERKELEY HILLS. él‘. CORNER OF
THE LAWRENCE HALL SNP\ K R,£JEXTTO THE
VENDING MACHINES, HUGE PLATE WINPOWS
PIsPL YED BLINKING LIGHTS AND WH IRLlNG MOTORS.
JUsT ONE MO@E SCIENTIFIC EXHIBIT, EXCEPT THIS
ONE HUWMANS IN IT. A INE
LIKE ALL DISPLAY OUPA THE /

3
S

T RAPPED ON THE GLF\SS OF TH
FISHTANK, POINTING AT SIGNS | IV:
“PLAY BLACK FLAG “PLAV THE RAMONES"” I PUSHED
THE BUTION BUT THE ONLY THING TO COME OUT WAS
AIR sUPPLY AND KANSAS. T WAS PACING AROUND THE
SNACKBAR IMPATIENTLY WAITING HEN S\DE Doo&
OPENED AND THE DT STUCK HER HEAD OUT. “IE YOU
WANT TO HEAR IT SO BAD, sHE SAID, ' YOU CAN PLAY IT.

ONCE T'D GOTEN IN THE DOOR, T DIDNT LET IT
CLOSE ON ME AGAIN. SOON, T WAS THERE EVERY
SPARE Hou& OF THE DAY FILING RECORDS A D BUGGING
THE POOR FOLKS TJUST TRYINGTO DO THEIR SHOWS.
SNINELING, SCRATCHING, AND BEGGING FOR ATIENTION,
I BECANME THE KALX POG

MY PARENTS HAP ALWA‘/S ‘EEEN SUPPORTINE,

UT KEPT OUT OF MY PERSONAL NESS. LESS OUT
OF PERM)SSNENE%, I TH INK, THAN THE FACT THAT
THEIR OWN PARENTS H D NEVER GINEN THEM THE
PRIVACY THAT KIPS NEED. AS A RESULT, T WAS INDEPEN-
DENT AND SELF-AS URED BU‘T WAS ALSO A SNOT-
NOSED BRAT WITH NO D A O HOUUTO LlVE OR HOW
TO TREAT OTHERS. M MIL WAS ALSO

&
THE KALX FAMILY WAS D(FF ENT momz SAPP\/,
MORE DIVERSE, NORE VOLATILE, MORE SENCSITIVE.
“INHAT WAS THAT LAST SONG YOU PLA \/ED?"I ASKED
JUSTINE ONE DAY. “IT REALLY SULKED”

SHE SNAPPED AT ME. "YOU DON T NEED TO TELL
g\ﬁ&ezgm‘rs SIG—lEl SAID. "IT'S LIKE TELLING YOUR MOM HER
SHE HAD 10 SIT ME DOWN AND EXPLAIN THE

PIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING HONEST AND-IVUST BEING
RUDE. TT WAS HARD TO UNDERSTAND, BECAU$E IN (Y
FAMILY CRITICIZING SOMEONE'S TASTE WASN'T CON-
SIDERED RUDE. OF COURSE, IN MY FAMILY WE HAD
PRETTY SIMILAR STANDARvé S0 IT wAs USUALLY
SONEONE ELSE WHO RECEIVED THE CRITICISM.



JUST!NE USED A BAD EXAMPLE, BECAUSE NONE OF

Y MON'S DRESSES WERE UGLY TO ME. BUT THAT WAS
'THE POINT. EVERYONE HAS DIFFERENT FANILIES,
el i e
ARMA‘;I'RADlNG ALBUM. TS THIS YOUR WORK?", SHE

A
THE COVER WAg BARELY VISIBLE UNDERNEATH

THE SCRAWLING OF A HUGE BLACK MARKER. A DRUNK
LQOKING FisH, THE LOGO OF MY FAVORITE BAND. THE

ME FIsH WHICH LOOKED ON FROM SCRAWLED
DRAWINGE ON T SHIET MY HAND, AND MY <HoES
1D TAKEN THE LIBERTY OF BEAUTFYING SOME OF
THE KALX LIBRARY, RECORDS S0 LAUGHABLY STUPID
LOOKING THAT NO ONE. WOULD EVER WANT T0_PLAY
THEM. AS [T TURNED OUT, T'D PICKED THE MOST
POPULAR RECORDS AT THE STATION. ‘

“PON'T STOP WRITING ON THEM', SAID NOEL.."BUT
HAVE RESPECT. USE A SMALLER PEN"

T LEARNED” EAZT, THINGS /D NEVER LEARNED
FROM 1Y PARENTS OR SCHOOL. TUSTINE -TAUGHT ME
HOW 70 SLIP CUE AND BACK ANNOUNCE, HOW To MAKE
TAPE SPLICES AND LOOPS. SHE ALSOTOLD ME BRAVE

MATTER OF FACT ABOUT BEING RAPED. POUG
FO e BBOUF e TIMEAN VIETNAM, HE ALLY
TAUGHT ME HOul T0 SEGUE. SMOOTHLY BETWEEN
CARTS, TURNTABLES, AND REEL T) REEL. TT WAS ALL
PART OF THE LEARNING PROCES AND THE PROCESS
D
R

~<

0
S,
OF BECON\ING— PART OF THE KALX FAMI

X DESOTO WAS THE. ST/ TONBA
ALTERN TELY CHASTISED AND ADM RED
ING EVERY RULE IN THE BOOK. HE DRANK
BEER AND PLAYED FLIPPER L\ E APES FOR HOV s
ON END WITHOUT EVEN SAYING THE REQUI R H
STATION IDENTIFICATION. His CONSTANT SR
OBSCENITIES WAS THE REASO E BOX MO
THE SNACK BAR WAS NOW , NOT TO KALX,
KBLX, THE LOCAL EASY LlsTENING ‘CHANNEL. 3
EPITOMIZED MVCH OF WHAT I$ GREAT, AN USUALLY
MISSING, FRRN\ RADIO. BUT T DIDN'TK\DN\I E HIM
EVEN IF WHAT THEY SAID ABOUT LYDI
THE LAWRENCE HALL BATHROOM WAS
Agrz\_r\raﬁgT Fé% WURTZ, THE SOFTSPOKEN TALK sHow
I LIKED RON'S sHOW ENOUGH TO WAKE UP AND
K ALL THE WAY UP THE HILL EARLY $UNDAY
NING WHEN THE BUSSES HADN'T STARTED TO RUN.
HO w 10 TALK, BUT ALSO HOW T4 LISTEN.
ES BROUGHT oUT THE &UAL\TIEQ IN RADIO
IT UNIQVE. THE INTIMACY OF BEING
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ALLOWED INSIDE SO0 MANY HOMES, THE ANONYMITY
OF BEING HEARD AND NOT SEEN, THE GIVE AND TAKE
AND TEASE WITH THE LISTENERS OVER THE AIR AND

L . IT WASN'T JVUST PERFORMING LIKE
JOEY DESOTO'S ONE MAN SHOW. A DYNAMIC, OVER-
BEARING PERSONALITY DRAWS YOU IN BY STRENGTH
RTCHA&ACTER ALONE. THAT'S AN EXCITING AND IMPIRT-

IO

DL
20
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©
5
=
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UT REALLY TO TEACH ME

ALMOST RESULTING IN KALX GETIING KICKE
REALLY TOUGH, GUYS. BLACK FLAG CAME AND ST
ALL THE TS0l Rechvs. THEY WERE LATER RETRIEVED
AT ANOTHER RADIO STATION, \N THE URINAL. WHY?
BECAVSE TSOL WORE MAKEUP HMMM. HUSKER DU
CAME T00, AND THEY WERE NICE, BUT THEIR ROADIE
WAS THE ONE. 70 ILLUSTRATE. AN INPORTANT MAXIM.
IT WAS NONE OTHER THAN D. BOON. HE SAT EATING
FRIED CHICKEN, DRINKING BEER AND JUST LAVGHING
AND LAUGHING, SAYING SOMETIMES TT'S BETIER VST
TO RE ALONG FOR THE RIDE.

THERE LNE'\FE OTHERS. OTHER BANDS,OTHER DAYS

OTHER D3%. T STUCK ARQUND THERE
TRAINING, OF?aAL ND %L

N

8. Photobooths

TODAY IS A SPECIAL DAY CUZ I TOOK A PHOTO-
BOOTH AND ALL THE PICTURES \WERE 600D, OR AT LEAST
OKAY. SLUGGO ASKED,"COULD I HAVE ONEZ, BUT T
LAUGHED IN HI5 FACE.



“SLUGGO" T SAID, "PHOTOS ARE FOR GIRLS. ANYWA‘/,
THERE'S ONLY FOUR" T COUNTED THEM OFF LIKE
PETALS FRON\ A DAle ONE FOR THE LOVE OF MY LIFE,

R THE FUTURE MOTHER OF MY CHILD ONE FOR
mv CR\IsH, AND ONE FgR MY GIRLFRIEN "
“SEE/!Y HE POINTED. “WHY DO YOU ALWAYS
%QX&?'B( E%gur ME BEING SLEAZY? ‘/OU'RE THE
“SLUGGO"Y 1 CONFlDED "THERE'S A DIFFERENCE
Eﬂ%ﬁ% rs;t,EE%E Q\ND CON\ANCE PHOTOBOOTHS
o JJRE USJEEN SOME SLEAZY PHOTORJOTHS" HE SAID.
IT WAS TRUE T HAD MANY PHOTOS OF c&vsTAL,
BUT, SOMEHOW, NONE HAD HER HEAD IN THEM.
R SON\ETIN\EQ SLEAZINESS CAN aa ROMANTIC,

C N TALK YOUR WAY OUT OF ANYTHING

SLUGGO L OTOGRP\PHé- DONT LIE, TS THAT WHAT
\/ouﬁe SAYING 2 ude vou'&e DRUNK
AND HALF NF\KED N EVERY sH T HAV YOU.
NI R A i e S

"EVERY PHOTO T HAVE OF YOU, JOU'RE ALONE.
THAT'S WHY”

"“IT's TRUE" T SAlD “THAT L DON T LIKE TO TAKE.
GROUP SHOTS. REMEMBER THAT LAST TIME WE TOOK
PHOTOS TOGETHER? NO POINT HAV!NG BAD 5
MYSELF AROUND, 50 T HAD T0 RIP UP HALF OF THEM.

ND LOOKED N THE OTHER TWO0, WHICH

THE GIRLS SAYING, “TF HE'S 0 DANMN SUANE, WHY"
HE HANEING OUT WITH SOME SKINNY NEW WAVE
l%ﬁ’EK?P T\ﬁS‘sOELoggs LIKE LUNCH MEAT?Z' 50 T HADTO
“YOU'& SCARED OF THE COMPETITION IS WHAT
= S:Lpéwgg\; POLICY" T ADMIT\'ED
o YOU KNOW WHAT T HATEZ" HE SAID.
HY DOES eveayaws ALWA\IS wm\rr TO TELL ME
WHAY S FAes
"I'M NOT EVERYBODY. YOU KNOW WHAT T HATE?"
WlT‘HGE_IJl)E\,G STRANDED IN EAY CLAIRE,U\I\SCONélN
ESIDES THAT”
“FALL ch%wm THE RANP AT TOMNN'S DISHROON
II\AO CKLE\I%((}?_ND HEIGHTS BEFORE THEY REMODELED AND
“WES, YES, BUT JUST SHUT UP! T TRYING TO TELL

>
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S
<



YOU SOMETHING. ONE GIVES ME PHOT0S ANYMORE.
THATS WHAT I HATE. ARE YOU LISTENING TO ME
NOW? ALL T T RE XEROX COPIES”
"BECAVUSE ALL THE GIRLS ARE GIVING ME THE
ORIGIN Ls" IsA\D
HAT's WHAT T'M\ WORRIED ABOUT. NOW EVEN
WHE SOMEON E DOES ACTUALLY GIVE ME A PHOTO,
T WORRY. ITT'S6 NEVER THE WHOLE STRIE JUST ONE,
OR THREE. THE OTHER ONES$ WERE BAD, THEY SAY.
THEY HAD T0 BE RI\PPED UP. BUT T WONDER. PlD—rHEY
REALLY KEEP THE BEST ONES FOR THEMSELF? 0R
GINE THEM T0 SON\E OTHER 6\UY2 AT LEAST YOURE
HON?&/’S‘%%@T LIE TO YOV, FRIEND”
YOV DIDN'T RE/—‘\LL\/ RIP THOSE PHOTOS OF Vs UP)
SLUGGO ASKED. “DID YOuU
“INTO TINY SHRE% UVH(CH I FLUSHED DOWN THE
TOILET. T HAD NO OTHER CHOICE'
“WoU SHOULDN'T EVER THROW AWAY PHOTOS. EVEN
U:%’FYAOP'%%/S /Rgr%YOIRE A PART OF LiFE T00, TUST LIKE
SO YOU SAVED THAT LAST STRIP FRON SALZ,) T
COUNTERED.
“GO) NO. T BURNED IT AND BURIED THE ASHES"
I'D SEEN PEOPLE PO ANNAZING THINGS WITH
PHOTOBOOTHS, FROM RECREATIONS OF THE BRADY
BUNCH INTRO TO REINACTMENTS OF THE JFK
ASSASSINATION, BUT NONE AS CAUSTIC AST HE DEAR
JOHN LETTER FROM SAL. FOUR FRAMES, SAL WITH
THREE 4lI6NS- GO0D, BYE, sLUGGO. THE FOURTH
FRAME WAS BLANK, JUST THE EMPTY BOOTH.
“WHAT A BAD TIME THOSE TIMES WERE" T SAID

FONDLY
“A TERRIBLE TIMEZ HE REMINISCED. " T BET YOU
BURNED YOUR PHOTOS OF MAYE 1007
“NO, T NEVER DID” NEVER HAD ANY TO BURN.
R PROOF WNE'D BEEN TOGETHER, NOT EVEN IN THE
ME_ROOM, AFTER NINE LONG MONTHS. ON TH
LF\ST DAY, WE SAT IN THE KRESS PHOTOBOOTH, BUT :LT
MALFUNCTIONED. CAME OUT AS A NEGATIVE FAST
FADING T0 BLACK. WE KI%ED G0ODBYE AND THE
TIMAGE WAS G ONE, WI‘THOUTATRACE BUT WHY
BOTHEK SLGG0 WITH THE DETAILS
RE LUCKY" HE SAID. °T WlSH I HADN'T
BU&NT MINE E\THER. T PONT THINK T'D E\IER WANT
T0 LOOK A‘r THEM AGAIN, BUT JUST THE SAME, THEY
\g\loé}k‘?THEl\J ’G\”fu 3 \'qu HAVE. THATS WHY T SAVE
“THAT'S WH N W T WANT TO RIP THINGS UP AND
THROW THEM AWAY” T SAID.“BETER TO LEAVE IT



ALL TO MEMORY. LET IT CHANGE OVER TIME AND
"YOU DON'T WANT THE 600D TIMES TO DISSAPEAR,
THOUGH”
"SLUGGO" T SAID."WHO DOES?”

9. Three Things

I WENT TO $EE TERRY BROWN, THE MAN WHO
PUT THE WINGS ON "WINGNUT”
e TO THINGS T WANT T0 MAKE. CLEAR" HE SAID.
“NUMBER ONE, OAKLAND T4 A REAL PLACE. NUMBER
TWO, TF YOU WANT T0 GET REAL, THIS I5 THE PLACE
T0 BE. THIRD, AND LASTLY, WHERE THE HELL 1%
PUBLIN ANYWAY?2”
THAT'S HOW TO PICK OUT A WINGNUT IN A CROWD.
THEY ARE INCAPABLE OF HAVING TWO SEPARATE
$. ANY TWO IDEAS MUST BE TURNED INTO AN
EAQUATION THEN ADDED, SUBTRACTED, OR PIVIDED TO

TO EXPLAIN THE PHENOMENON L\KE
A SMOKE, STONE? 2: PULLING AN
ROT AT GUP FUD. FURTHERMORE,
X: ONE PLANT TWO FEET TALL, ONE
TLTALL, ONE PLANT SIX FEET TALL.

AL.
TITS A PARTICULAR COMBINATION OF CRITICAL
THINKING, POP PSYCHOLOGY, N\ATH,@ND BAD AC\D.
HABITAT? THE BRAY A EA()SOF COURSE.
R
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“WE, THE BERKELEY LIBERATION FRONT" THEY
CHANT, *HAVE TWO0 NON-NEGOTIABLE PEMANDS.
“ONE, FREE THE LAND. TWO, SMASH THE MAN.
NOT T0 MENTION, CONSEQUENTLY, AND OF COURSE
INCLUDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF ALL SURPLUS WEALTH,
FREEDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, AND LEGAL-
aé/quHoF @ Iq, NATIVE PLANTS, INCLUDING HEMP!
EVEN THE BAY AREA COPS HORN IN ON THE ACT.

TIF YOU'D GOTTEN HIT BY CRITICAL MASS WHEN
CROSSING THE STREET? YOU'D PrROBABLY CALL THE
COP%, SMART GUY, A ABD

TRAFFIC ewo&c&jmem. D

Ye
"OFFICER, WITH ALL DUE RE
SHIT. sUckK MY Aél;. PIE,

IT JUST SO HAPPENS
EVER KISSED T4 NOW A
JAILS. SERIQUSLY.
AND T GO FEDERAL, MAYBE T'LL STILL HAVE
TO GET LUCKY, YOU KNOW? i i E READY.
AND TALLER THAN HER. WHICH REMINDS ME, USUALLY

F ANOTHER GIRL OR DIFFERENT JAIL OR A COMPLETE-
UNRELATED STORY.
T WALK INTO THE CAFE AND CATCH THE EYE OF
HE BOWMBSHELL BEHIND THE COUNTER. “THERE'S

LY TWO THINGS T NEED IN THIS WORLD' I SAY.
YOU HAVE BOTH OF THEM” .

UP. “COFFEE AND A BEER"
S RIGHT", T sMILE."AND CASEY, IT'S

ALWAYS GOOD TO SEE AN OLD FRIEND AGAIN”

8
=
2
2

10. Argument at
a Chinese Restaurant

T'/m AT BERKELEY'S CHEAPEST, GREASIEST
CHINESE RESTAURANT, T LIKE THiS PLACE, NOT ONLY
BECAUSE TIT'% CHEAP AND GOOD, BUT BECAVSE WITH
THE LOW PRICES AND LOCATION Comes A SORT OF
HUMBLE WARMTH. THERE'S NO OUTS\DE TABLES, NO



HUGE PICTURE WINDOWS. NO FREE sHOW WATCHING
THE COLORFUL LIFE OUT ON THE STREET BUT
OFFENDED WHEN T LO0KS IN. THERE'S NO MVsIC ON,
NO TELENISION, NOTHING TO BREAK THE ICE. ITS THE
WRONG PLACE TO BRING A DATE, BUT THE RIGHT
PLACE TO BE BY YOURSELF WITH OTHER PEOPLE ALSO
READING THE PAPER AND EATING ALJNE.

TONIGHT I'M JOINED BY, CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:
ONE. U.C.BERKELEY STUDENT FROM SENEGAL; ONE
HOMELESS ERITREAN BARD; ONE DREADLOCKED GIRL
FROM\ PHILLY; AND ONE. LOCAL CARTOONIST WHQ'$ HAD
THE SAME PUNCHLINE FOR NEARLY TWENTY YEARS.
BERKELEY'S A SMALL TOWN ONCE You'VNe BEEN AROUND
A WHILE. WE ALL KNOW EACH OTHER BY SIGHT IF
NOT BY NAME, BUT WE S\TAT SEPARATE CORNERS.
MINDING OUR OWN BUSINESS, OR SEREPITITIOUSLY
WATCHING THE BUSINESS AT THE TABLE IN THE
CENTER RING.

A MIPDLE-AGED MAN s1TS WALITING. ANXIOUS,
FIDGETY, HE DOESN'T LOOK PARTICULARLY QUT OF
PLACE HERE, EXCEPT WHAT HE'S WAITING FOR
SEEMS TO BRE SONMETHING TANGIBLE. THE REST OF
US ARE ANXIOUS, BUT IN A PERMANENT $0RT OF WAY.
TAPPING OUR FINGERS OR CHECKING THE CLOCK, WE'RE
MEREW CALCULATING THE TIME LEFT BEFORE
ARMAGEPDEON, COUNTING THE NUWMBER JF VOWELS
IN THE 2(BLE, OR ALPHABETIZING FOOD ADPPITIVES.
éo !\;\V\\Jg\I] %SG;VOEUPI;/\SI %lﬁ\lggm\)é/lg‘m THE VSUAL OBSESSIVE

I'M\ THINKING, A5 USUAL, ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS.
O0THER PEOPLE'S RELATIONSHIPS, AS A BREAK FRON
AND NEW PERSPECTIVE ON MY OWN. A RELATIONSHIP
NOT AS THE SUM TOTAL OF TWO INDIVIDUALS, BUT AS
AN INDIVIDUAL THING ALL TTS OWN, WITH CHARALTERS
AND QUALITIES OFTEN UNLIKE THOSE OF EITHER
PERSQN INVOLNED. A PH\IS(CALTHlNG, BUILT UKE THE
WAY PRISONERS “BUILD" TINE IN JAIL. CREATED AND
SUFFERED, NOT JUST EXPERIENCED PASSINELY. E‘
JONT CREATION THAT, A WE ALL KNOW, CAN GROW
OUT OF CONTRAL AND TURN INTO A RAMPAGING
MONSTER NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE T0O KILL.

WHILE MY OWN GIRL IS AWAY, T'VE BEEN
WATCHING OTHER COUPLES, WATCHING THE WAY OTHER
COVUPLES DEAL WITH THEIR PROBLEMS. THE WAY THEY
COPE WITH JEALOUSIES AND FEAR. THE WAY THEY
COMMUNICATE AND STRUGGLE TO MAKE. THEIR
FEELINGS AND NEEDS CLEAR.

NO ONE ELSE IS ANY BETIER ATIT THAN WE
ARE. THEY MVLTIPLY THE PROBLEMS, ESCALATE
FEARS, ENCOURAGE TEALOVUSY, SHUN UNDERSTANDING

AND COMFOQRT, AVOID REASSURANCE AND A SOOTHING
WORD, AND DRESS UP FEELINGS AND NEEDS A%
DEMANDS AND ACCUSATIONS,

FROM A DISTANCE THE DOOM TS SO0 CLEAR TTS
ALNOST LAYGHABLE. 30 CLEAR THAT IT% ALMOST
SADDER THAN MY OwWN DOOM BECAUSE T CAN SEE
SO EASILY HOW AND WHERE T7% GOING WRONG:
THE LANGUAGE OF LOVE, LOST IN TRANSLATION.

FOR INSTANCE, T SAY, "I T FREAKS ME OUT
WHEN YOURE. $0 DRUNK YOU DON'T REMEMBER.
ANYTHING THE NEXT DAY

SHE LEAVES THE ROOM T0 GIVE ME SPACE
SINCE T'M FREAKED OUT. BUT WHAT T. WANT T4 FOR
HER TO BE CLOSE, T0O SAY ALL THE THINGS SHE SAID
LAST NIGHT NOW THAT SHE'S SORER. T'M SAYING,

"PLEASE COME CLOSER" AND SHE HEARS, 60 AWAY”

ITS LIKE TWO DIFFERENT TRANSLATIONS T READ
OF “"HISTORY WILL ABSOLVE ME" VSENTENCE ME, T
PON'T MIND" FIDEL CASTRO CONCLUDES IN ONE
VERSION. ‘EONDEN\N ME" IN ANOTHER. THE MEANING
g BT e KL
STOOD THOSE \ER\/ SAME WORDS.

THAT'S WHEN THE BLONDE WALKED IN, AND
EVERYONE SLOWLY TURNED AN EYE T0 THE DOOR. A
STRANGER IN OUR MIDST. MATURE, WELL-ADTUSTED
AND WELL GROOMED. SHE PULLED UP A CHAIR AND SAT
DOWN CENTER STAGE, FACING THE DINOSAUR. NOW
THAT WAS AN UNLIKELY COUPLE IF T'D EVER SEEN
ONE’IerNgeGé)n?\gé\j -OrbN éel AHRAé’ENmN OF SORTS. A
HAPPY REUNION OR A SAD ONE? REUNIONS ARE A
LITILE OF BOTH, SO HARD TO TELL, BUT IT WA
CERTAINLY NOT AN EASY ONE. YOU cOULD FEEL THE
;rrﬁgs‘%gol\lmmom THEIR TABLE IN EVERY CORNER OF

HOW LONG SINCE THEY LAST MET2 HOW LONG
SINCE THEY HAD FIRST METZ AND WHAT COULD THE
CIRCUMSTANCES POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN? CLEARLY IT
WAS ANOTHER TIME AND ANOTHER PLACE, LONG
GONE. A TIME HE SEEMED TO REMEMBER. WISTEULLY
AND SHE SEEMED HAPPY TO FORGET. ANOTHER TIME
ANOTHER PLACE, FAR REMOVED FROM THE PRESENT
STAGE ON WHICH THEY WERE PLANING OUT THEIR
ROLES. TWO OLD LOVERS [N AN AWKWARD REUNION
IN'A GREASY CHINESE RESTAURANT UNDERTHE
WATCHFUL EYES OF FIVE BERKELEY WINGNUTS.
EVEN THE SHORT ELDERLY COUPLE WHO RUN THE
OP\%@FQEE\KE&E HOVERING AT THE COUNTER TO



SHE TALKED T00 LOUD, IN AN ANNOYING VOICE.
WE ALL SHOOK OUR HEADS IN SYMPATHY. WORN FROM
T R T A e N S, AND I,
éWAé/ LIKE 50 MUZH TRASH. YOU COULD SEE IT IN KIS

ACE.
BUT THEN HE OPENED HIS MOUTH. WE GASPED.
WHAT GOOD ARE LOFTY VALUES AND HIGH IDEALS?
NO ONE WANTS TO LISTEN TO YOV TALK IF YOU'RE
JVUST A STUPID JTERK. ALL GUYS ARE STUBBORN AND
THICKHEADED, RUT THIS oele TOOK T
WINKED AT THE COOK AND H
MAS BROVELE OUT So e te 0P
g AND MY GIRL, TWENTY
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NOW _FOR MONTHS AT A TIME, ROPING THAT WOULD
SOLVE THE PROBLEM,

T COULD SEE HER TRYING TO MAKE. IT WORK,
BUT THE WORDS WERE EVERYTHING BUT THE THING
HE NEEDED 10 HEAR. T WAS WAITING T0 HEAR \T
TO0, WAITING WITH BAITED BREATH. SHE TALKED
AND TALKED BUT THE WORDE DIDN'T COME. T WANTED
TO CRY, TO SCREAN OUT, TO PUT THE WORPS ON HUGE
CUE CARDS SO 1 COULD SAVE THEM, SAVE ME, SAVE
ALL OF OUR SAD (IVES Fggm ONE MORE MISUNDER-

UT 1T WAS T0O0 LATE. THEY DUG DEEPER
AND DEEPER DOUUN.

ZHE LOOKED GOODP. HE WAS A MESS. AND T
WAS, WHAT?Z YES, SEALOVS.

IT MADE ME. MI%S Qw GIRL EVEN MORE.
WHERE WOULD WE BE. IN TWENTY YEARSZ T MISSED
THE HOPELESS, HELPLESS TINMES, SCREAMING AND

RYING, AT LEAST WE WERE TRYING TO MAKE [T WIRK.

RGUING AND BREAKING POWN IN PUBLIC TOO,
EMBARRASSING OURSELVES AND EVERYONE AROUND,
égg%téém EEA(,LY, LIKE A BARY CRYING, TT'C JUST

ONE NIGHT WE WERE WALKING TOGETHER ARM

IN ARM DOWN ELSWORTH, AND WE HEARD AN ANGRY
VOICE."FINE, JUST STAND THERE LIKE A LAZY BITCH!,
T7 SAD. HARE KRISHNA! HARE KRIANA! SEE vOU N
QUT OF THE SHADOWS CANE A FURIOUS GUY INA
DHOTI, AND BEHIND HIM, A SOBBING GIRL
BOTH WITH CHALK ON THEIR FOREHEADS. TWO
HARE KRISHNAS IN AN ARGUMENT. WE COULDN'T
BELIEVE OUR EYES. JUST LIKE THE REST OF Us,
EXCEPT T POINTED T0 HIM AND SAD "DON'T EVER
TALK T0 A WOMAN THAT WAY”

11. Martov

ONCE. T WAS N A BAND WITH A BUNCH OF
GRUNPY OLD MEN. THAT WAS NICE. T GOT T0 BE THE
YOUNG TRRESPONSIBLE ONE FIR A CHANGE. THE
BAND WAS CALLED "MARTON; AFTER THE GREAT
MENSHKEVIK LEADER WHQ LOST THE BIb FOR ROWER
AFTER THE BOLSHEVIKS TOOK OVER RUSSIA IN 1917
Foy R BTN LA

OUR FLIERS AND RECORD c’OVERTFEATUWED THAT
STYLE OF ART KNOWN AS SOCIAL REALIsM, HARDLY
DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THAT OTHER STYLE KNOWN
AS FASCIST PROPAGANDA. BOTH FEATURE STURDY,

ETERMINED LOOKING MEN WITH HIGH CHEEKBONES

|GGING DITCRES, SWINGING PICKAXES, AND OTHE
MENIAL TASKS THOUGHT 10 LIFT THE SPIRIT AN
CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE MASSES. A BARTENDER,
A WRITER, AND THE COUNTER GUY AT A COOKIE
STORE, WORKING BUT NOT EXACTLY WORKING CLASS,
GLORIFYING THE WORK WE WOULD BE THE FIRST T0
AVOID. THE BASSST WAS EMPLOVYED AT THE POST
OFFICE, BUT THAT DIDNI'T REALLY COUNT. HE WAS A
LINE B0SS, NOT A LABORER. SAT ON His STOOL TELLING
EVERYONE. TO WORK FASTER. THEN CAME TO REHEARS
AL AND COMPLAIN OW STUPID HIS WORKERS WERE.

D LIKED BASSISTS MUCH.
THE DECEMBRISTS”, T

NP MY DRUME. “2HELIABOY,

YOV JUST GOTIA BE A WISE AsS, DON'T You?',
THE SIMCER SPL “ACTUALLY, TT'S ABOUT THE
NARODNIKS. MAY THE SPIRI'T oF THOSE MARTYIRS
GUIDE Us IN OUR STRUGGLE!'



IT's IMPORTANT T0 LEARN FROM EXAMPLES, | EAST, FOR ONCE, TT WAS SOMETHING WORTH
BUT THERE I SOMETHING TO SAY FOR PéAﬁlN& HRENG AEOTT
THINGS INTO CONTEXT. AS TROTSKY SAIDYTHE ART "OUR SHINING MOMENT CAME AT A CINIC CENTER
TN THE SALARA DRAERT TUEDAY MSET N AT | RO A oo N AL W E A T
FRANCISCO BAR, THE TH!NNE\?G c&oﬁp SCRATCHED STREET, IN A RENTED FLATBED TRUCK, WE AWAITED
ITS THINNING HAIR. ALL EXCEPT A DRUNK SLAVIC THE S1GNAL.
LANGUAGES MAJTOR FROW $.F STATE WHO HECKLED GO! JORPAN FIRED UPTHE GENERATOR. LITILE
US ABOVUT THE PRONOUNCIéTIONé. TOM STARTED THE TRUCK'S ENGINE AND TOOK QFF

I MISSED POLITICS BEING MORE A PART OF PUNK. DOWN FOLSOM STREET. WE LAY FLAT ON THE FL TBEZ
BUT MARTIV WAS ALMOST A PARODY OF A POLITICAL OUR EQUIPMENT CONCEALED BY BANNERS HANGIN
PUNK BAND. DISCORDANT, MONOTONQUS SONGS OFF THE TRUCK'S WOODEN GRATING: “APPLES, FINE |
ABOUT TRRELEVANT, HOPELESS CAUSES. HEARTFELT FOR A DOLLAR" “WATERMELIN, TEN CENTS A POUND?
BUT KINDA SUCKY. T L\KED IT, THOUGH, EVEN IF NO A$ WE PULLED IN DIRECTLY ACROSS FROMN THE
ONE ELSE DID. HISTORY TS LIKE PORNOGRAPHY FOR MAYOR'S OFFICE, T CJT THE CORDS, FLIPPING “THEM
ME, ESPECIALLY THE. HISTORY OF RUSSIAN COMMUNIST OVER, REVEALING THE SCRAWLED MESSAGES ON
ANARCHISTS, SO T WAS HAPPY. IN TURN, A HAPPY, THE UNDERSIDE: “HOUSING aN PEMAND! SHELTER,
LIVELY DRUMMER WITH STYLE AND A FRESH A RIGHT NOT A PRINILEGE ! STOP THE CITY/!
APPROACH CAN BRING ANY MVSIC TO LIFE. NOT TO A FEW SPEAKERS CLIMBED ABOARD, DELIVERING
BRAG, BUT TTS TRUE. QUICK AND CONCISE PLANS AND A LIST OF DEMANDS,

THE SINGER TURNED ARQUND OCCASSIONALLY THE CROWD RAISED THEIR CROWBARS AND CHEERED,
TO YELL,"SLOWER! SLOWER! SLOWER!” I'D LEARNED NOT JUST ANOTHER SYMBALIC MARCH. BEING DENIED
THE SONGS LISTENING T0 THE OLD MARTOV RECORD, A PERMIT FOR A PA. HADN'T sTOPPED THEM. NOW,
WITH THEIR OLD DRUMMER. TMPATIENT, T PLAY BEING PENIED HOUSING WHILE HUNDREDS OF
IT AT A HIGHER SPEED, AND PERHAPS WAS STILL BUILDINGS IN THE PRESIDIO SAT VACANT WOULDN'T
PLAYING THE SONGS THAT WAY. BUT TELLING A STOP THEM EITHER.
DPRUMMER TO SLOW POWN TS LIKE TELLING A \ BUT FIRST, A FEW SONGS FROM MARTON. IUST
G0 RESPELT A DIEEERING SPIoN e A MARKIST N e e L
"PEOPLE WHD GREW VP IN BERKELEY WITHAN | CARS BELAR 10 ARRIE AND THE BLINDS OF Cr0y
ECONOMICS PROFESSOR AS A DADDY”THE SINGE HALL PARTED TO MAKE WAY FOR NERVOUS EYES.
LAUGHED INTO THE MICROPHONE, *MAY NOT UNDER- T COULD FEEL THE REAL POWER OF MUsliC AND
STAND THIS SONG. BUT THE PEASANTS [N PETROGRAD THE REAL POWER OF HISTORY TOGETHER FORTHE
glc%\JN‘rO N\[\EC%Q’A BUNCH OF BOOKS TO UNDERSTAND FIRST TIME. NOT OUT OF CONTEXT AT ALL.

“THIS NEXT SONG IS FOR STALIN' T SHOVTED.
LS RS I U S T , j
“BUT LET's NOT FORGET POL POT, HOXHA, MAD, AND 12. There’s no Outside
R e

THE BANP TURNED T0 SNEER AND THE SLAVIC | I CALLED vP JED HE WAS AT LYA\JE’ITEQ. T
LANGUAGES NAJOR BEGAN TO CHOKE ONHIS OWN | FELT BAD CALLING HER HOVUSE AT THREE AM,
NOMIT, BUT T'D MADE MY POINT. NGT ONLY IS ANTI- BUT AT LEAST HE WAS STILL AWAKE.
INTELLECTUALISW Y INTELLECTUALS REPREHENSIBLE “JED" T SAID. “YOU GOTIA CONME HOME SOMETIME.
AND DISHONEST, IT's ALSO BEEN THE DOWNFALL OF CAN'T BE STAYING AT THE GIRL'S PLACE EVERY
NEARLY Egem COMNMUNIST MOVEMENT IN HISTORY. SINGLE DAY. WE NEVER SEE YOU ANYWIRE. IT%

PART BAND, PART STUDY GROQUF, PART DERATE NOT FAIR. IT'S NO FUN LIVING og; IN THE MIDPLE
TEAM. WE ARGVUED AND BICKERED, BUT WHAT ELSE OF NOWI;\;ERE WIETHOUT Yoy THERE, AND BESIDES,
WOULD YOU EXPECT FROM GRUMPY oLD MENZ AT WE 60T REHEARSAL AT EIGHT IN THE MORNING
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STREETS ALONE. CENTER AND ALLSTON, AND N STANDARDS AT LEAST, WHERE THE PARKING LOT

RioTHER, o T 0 Ui REU - | S8 Tl ol T SeUsT Wi s
IT WAS A WAREHQOUSE, A SWEATSHOP, FILLE QAT NES, A PARKING LOT. TT SEEMED STRANGE,

WITH PATCHES AND FABRIC SCRAPS AND ANCIE EVEN SPITEFUL. T THINK ABOUT |T ALMOST EVERY

SEWING MACHINES. DUSTY AND DARK, “THE FACTORY TIME I CUT THROUGH ON MY WAY TO THE LIBRARY.

HAD STOPPED RUNNING WHEN KEVINS GRANPEATHER

PIER, HOW MANY DECADES BACK HAD THAT BEENC

MER N KEVINS FAMILY DIED YoUNG, AND His GRAND- 155G atirol

PAIT NOT FRAIL, NOT HECPLESE. LIVNG ALONE IN . Lontro

oM AN EoINe TR e e B ST 2 M
. LL C

CRl D ot Ao OO S | zrad? BRI it SR e o

: ERE WAS THERE ’
R K NTONE T KNEW ST A WITH THE, HOWARD COSELL VOICE WiAS PLAYING HOST
CARTOON, A SUPERHERD, OR EVEN A ROCKSTAR. £ Py d
DON'T BE FOOLED BY OUTSIDE APPEA&A:JEF,;. INSIDE A TRVE H0pT, I (90T ING CHARN, TRt DT
iz ARSTINER TTNAS G GRANDMOTEReTise | BVERYONE FELT COMFORTABLE, LAUGHTER AND
LIKE ANY OTHER. THE SAH\E EIRD SMELLS, PHOTOS, CONVE%éﬁTlON SPREAD EASILY.
CANDY, OLD FURNITURE, AND MEDICINE. CERES ARY T LA <TOPPED BY ON A WHIM,

D Defuan S R OUNT YoU LAY A_CHANCE TO WIND DOUN' AETEC A STRESSEUL
FUTON <OME NICE clorheet” BUTHE sueTLAVGHED. | BRIEARSDizcBaN BF Desees e compILEIVE
SHE'S mY GRANDMOTH'E NOT SON\EIISTRANGER,SHE DISORDERS. INSTEAD OF HIDING ZHYLY | THE
MAY BE 0LD BUT SHE'S PRETTY COOL” CORNER 0 AQTlnG TIME WITH SMALL TALK,

NOT SIX MONTHS LATER/JHE WAREHOUSE WAS T FOUND MYSELF SPEAKING MY MIND ABOUT WHAT'S
SO0LD, ALONG WITH THE PARKING LOT NEXT DOOR \WHICH IN IT NINETY-NINE PERCENT OF THE TINME. AFTER.
cekih ol i cnnalrger e | A SIERe TOARE SERAL dive' e

/ .
ﬁ@msec'; T T AT e & MEHL A N O GUARR. REHT FANE o ToucH EVERY OTHER PARKING
THE DAY WE PASCED BY AND THERE WAS A SIDEWALK METES oS N%AGD'%\IDx TILL CAN'T STEPON A
SALE OUT FRONT SELLING OFF THE OL) PATCHES AND CRACK IN THE SIDEWALK", SAD ANOTHER.
- ELF

THEG
SHE'D BEEN RIPPED OFF, FLEECED, SHANGHATED DUCING MYSELF.
HE TR e B retni® pniaiceanals B LSS SOYRRIENY" LAJGAED THE FARIRE KNETER GiRL.

|
ON%\Y{\EQ/RE SUBIECT WHICH MADE LIV TENCE ARD T NI g@véggg{;,gg Y R
N

H
FIE ED WHEN T TRIED TO ASK.

ol e T s e memowe, | S ke 8 o pp e i
N AL ANTONE N & ., | CHBCK AGAIN T0 NAKE ABSOLUTELY SURE™

LL KILL ANYONE WHO SETS FOOT (N THERE!, S O RARELY CEAVE THE ROULE TH 50

HEV oAb AN FIE MEANT ST, <0 T LIED. MueT SCARED'T CEFT THE STOVE ON 2AID A SR WHO
RS ea T TS | b e L T

THEY BUILT A SKYSCRAPER, 8Y BERKELEY N iy - R
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A PAXILHEAD ANYWHERE ey THE WAY THEY TAP
THEIR FEET ALONG WIT SYLLABLE THEY
SPEAK, AS IF TRYING -ro URY THEIR WORDS"
T GROWLE AT \—um PULLED N\Y FEET UNDEP\'
NEF\TH £, AND (\ééQIAGIr\IIRETH Sl H |
Pl ‘THEEF\PIST REEAL Lot A\ iR
5EE éNG HELP, THE MAIN PROBLEM IS ALREADY
ZOLVED. NEVERTHELESS, SHE HAZ ME ON PROZAC
LITHIUM, R\TAL(N, AND THORAZINE. SUST T0 BE SURE”
TERRY, SEEING THE BEADS OF SWEAT FORMING
ON MY FOREHEAD STEPPED IN WITH A $LOW NUMBER,
A mrua SOMETHING TO EAS E‘FHE TENSION AND
GET THE PARTY ROLLING AGAI
“I HA E THIS THING A TTHE GAS PUMP HE smv
ETTHOSE UTTLE NUN\BER TCH Vg
CAN'T G0 ON. T'LL BE THERE. ALL DAY
RIGHT. E\IE&‘IONE HAS SOMETHING
mr E QUIRK. AND YoU kNow
BOUT, DON'T YOUZ WHAT ALL
O‘AA§H #H Mwoch EOR2"
"ELATNE ,, \17 A YOUNG CHILD T HADN'T
PREVIOUSLY Notic

MMETRY /% YELLED SOMEONE ELSE.

“N\AleUN\ Aw}i}iENégs
EMATlcsf"

9( lggr'é'%;'"wa NG,NO, NO,NO" HE. LAUGHED.

1T's fgéo Ut Co e

NTRY
WHG c%\rrkou' X GASPEP STANDING UP IN SHOCK.

THE R00M FELL SILENT AND ALL EYES TURNED
T SO T O S e
IS THE CENTER OF ATTENTION.

“TES, HE SAID. “YYOU”
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16. September

NOT FOND OF SHARING MY moauems,
TROUBLE9 wonkues O0R FEARS. IT POES NO GOOD
TO DISPLAY THEMW, PARADE THEMW, DISSECT Al\ﬁ?o
EXPLAIN THEM. E EOPLE AZK, AND T HATE
-ra LL'OEOK( I\FSE F lE D§ KNOW INSTINCTIVELY SVET

I HATED T0 see MY TROVBLES REFLECTED IN
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ORT OF BOY. A MANIAC. BY WHICH T0 SAY, T AS THE WAY OF THE CITY. AT ONE CRUCIAL JUNCTURE,

PPROVED AND WAS MAYBE EVEN A LITLE JEALOUS. :lf:' WOULD TEAR MYSELF AWAY AND BREAK FROM
ONE NIGHT HE BORROWED MY BIKE WITH N0 BRAKES THE MOoB.
AND RODE STRAIGHT DOWN ONE. OF SAN FRANCISCO'S DOWN A SIDESTREET, THEN A SIDESTREET OF
STEEPEST STREETS. WHEN HE LANDED oON HIS HEAD, A SIDESTREET, AND $0 ON. LIKE ONE OF THOSE
R TR0 S b e Aok e | SYERic) Ao L E GBSO i Al
A ee e 1o e ge e cemovernpme | A0 B B SR G QU 2 L SNy

! T T F -H . 3
TYPE. ANGIE'S NEW AUNT IS THE WOMEN'S WEIGHT- BENCHES AND SMALL STOREFRONTS, WARM SVIELLS
LIFTING CHAWMPION OF THE UNITED STATES. WOULDN'T AND SMALL CHILDREN. THE NEIGHBRORHOOD WAS AS
YOV KNO\% IT, THEY MET SITIING NEXT TO EACH OTHER COMFORTING Uf\l\w FREE AS THE ICE CREAMN TTSELF
ON AN AIRPLANE. EVEN LAUREN, MY OLD HOUSEMATE. THERE WAS A GIRL WHO WORKED AT THE TICE
SHE CAME OUT T9 ST.LOVIS Tp VISIT ME,AND MET CREAN) PLACE. THERE WERE LONG LINES FOR ICE
HER PRESENT BI\(‘EAU WHEN TRANSFERRING TRAINS IN CREAM THAT SUMMER, SO THE GIRL WAS ALWAYS
MEMPHIS. T'VE NEVER SEEN HER SINCE. HER BOY TS T00 %usv T0 TALK. SHE MADE EYES AT ME AND
THE CONTROLLING TYPE AND IS PROBABLY WORRIED HANDED OVER HUGE WAFFLE CONES, THEN T WOULD
THAT IE SHE TAKES ANOTHER TRIP SHE'LL FALL FOR RUN AWAY. PERFECT.
SOME OTHER JERK. CONSTANTLY DEFLECTING AND PARRleG 1Nsut:r05
AND MARC, EUCKING MARC WAS SO OVT OF HIS FRON THE NEW YORK CITY (;OOD CLERKS WAS A GO0V

MIND DRUNK THAT HE &0T IN HISs CAR AND PLOWED GAME. LIKE CHESS, EXCEPT YOU NEVER WON. T
THRIUGH THE WHOLE NEIGHBORHOOD TAKING OUT LAVGHED RIGHT IN ONE G\Y'¢ FACE WHEN HE ASKED
EVERYTHING IN HIS PATH. MIRACULAUSLY, NO ONE WAS TO SEE T.D, BUT HE GOT THE LAST LAUGH. “YoV LOOK
TINSURED. MIRACLES COME IN PAIRS, \' T SEEMS. TN S0 PAMN oLD', HE ;AI)p, T WANTED TO MAKE SUIRE

AlL HE MET /20NIKA, A WAINDERFUL GIRL. WHO ALSO YOU WEREN'T ALREADY 'DEAD"
HAPPENED Ti ERDOIN& ‘éIME AT THE TIME. T GO CHARMING, AND YET SOME DAYS T WASN'T UP
TO LIBRARIES EVERY DAY, BUT MARC GETS DRUNK AND 10 THE CHALLENGE. FREE TCE CREAM FROM A
GOES T0 JAIL,AND WHO Is His NEW GIRLFRIEND? SMILING GIRL WAS A NICE CHANGE. T couLD LAY
YES, A LIBRARIAN. UNBELIEVABLE. %Qrw!_!{\lom‘é DEFENSIVE SHIELD. IT MADE ME FEEL

. D D S
WALKING, SEARCHING, SCOURING THE CrTY2 NG, THAT
20. Ice Cream BEGOING, SEARCEID Ag\nﬁoé‘}r@ AP EXHAVEHION, T

TRggDLmé NE[(:'GIC-{QBORI-AIAOE LF)\(NE& %‘15 GRL T lOF.UALL B
T/M LOOKING FOR THE ICE CREAM PLACE STAYING HOME. ONE DAY, WHEN SHE HAPPE EV T0 CALL.
At a o e eveee so | TR NS e U SRl Ao
DlFFELng"?ngoolel‘HAE &UIETHSHADED STREET, 50 1T/W ngie snEﬂNG OVER ?N THE WEST VILAGE, AND
=8 FLAS f\f\,j}? SNARL OF THE THERE'S PLENTY OF ROOM OVER HERE. A HUGE THREE
BUSY AVENUES WHICH SURROUNDED IT FROM ALL STORY HOUSE, AND T'M HERE ALL BY MYSELF” THE
5105% ENVELOPING \T, EFFECTIVELY HIDING 1T FROM LAST WORDS WERE IN TTALICS.
THE uTsID\FTEW()RL Bt )ie \/Eg, WE WERE ALL IN ONgE CMMPE,STHF@Y
THE RIVERS AND R TS OF PEQPLE. SWARMED (TILE. APARTMENT, AND T WAS Sick AND TIREp OF
PAST THE APARTMENT T SHARED THAT SUMMER WIH | 5012 & AR et O i e S s N a5
JED AND LYNETTE. JUMP IN AND YOU WERE. CARRIED DOOR HITTING MY KNEES EVERY TIME ANYONE CAME
gﬁg&ugg ,;\r H_t=Fl V\‘é’s"‘%""*f\ THQ'[,\V' GLEFTOF Egg 't'\r\%‘ ,iTﬁfAD e IN AND OUT. BUT TI/D LEARNED A THING OR TWO
WHICE swfm AWAY EVERYTHING IN (TS PATH. SUCH E\OB\QKIJT %.?é’?%%ﬁé’?&? T B e
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THE FGIRL ON THE PHONE WAS LAURA. INFAMOUS WHERE EVERYONE IS

LAURA, OF WHOM LEGE E ADE. L THE GOOD-FOR-NOTHING SON OR DAUGHTER OF THE

:IED'SA LD GIRLP%END AN D C%N_fégaﬂ()\e&fiu f\ %&f TES WEALTHY AND FAMOUS. HE IS A FRIEND OF LAURA

SOOI WA TR Sammne e ™ | DR B AT RS e s o

STRA-%E%W‘&O%%N INTO OUR ALREADY STRA NTEF; LIFE g%NF/\A%RCSEA L T i e

TRAI ; X

WOULD DRIVE POOR LYNETIE OVER THE EDGE. SO, T THE SON WAS IN ‘I.NA)IA SEEKING SPIRITUAL

HAD TO D0 THE RIGHT THING. KEEP IT A SECRET ENLIGHTENMENT. THE PARENTS WERE AT THEIR

NQ USE WORRYING LYNE‘[TE, JED, OR MY OUIN GIRL- SUMMER HOME (N KENNEBUNKPORT, MAINE. LAURA

FRIEND BACK HOME, AR] 1 WAS ON THE FIRST FLOOR PLAYING PIANO. AS FOR ME,
A LOYAL FRIEND AND ROYFRIEND, THATS ME. T WAS SITTING AT THE LARGE OAK DESK OF AMERICA'S

T RESISTED TEMPTATION AND A THREE STORY FOURTH-TOP-SELLING ROMANCE NONELIST, DEEPLY LOST

MANSION IN THE WEST VILLAGE. BUT WHAT HARM IN FANTASY, DRINKING HIS BEER.

CoVLD THERE BE IN GOING TO GET A FREE ICE LAURA WAS A TRAMP, BAD NEWS, EVERYONE

CREAM CONE?Z JUST ONCE. THEN TWICE. THEN HAD SAID s0. BUT NO ONE HAD MENTIONED THAT SHE

ONCE OR TWICE A WEEK. WAS WELL-VERSED IN RUSSIAN CLASSICS AND A
MANY FLAVORS TO CHOOSE FROM, BUT I PICKED PLEASURE TO WALK WITH DISCUSSING LITERATURE.

THE FAMILIAR VANILLA EVERY TIME. LIKE COEFEE, AND HISTORY. LIKE MOST EVIL TRAMPS, SHE HAD A

AP A iR TN R UL N ARG AN GO Y P RIeE R0 METARE: S oL NG R

1 | 5
T TR ) e 1 cuuen e | SR REDANE S AN A 2
oA E e o

ONE N(FGHT WHEN BUSINESS WAS SLOW, AN k{A,JABRK pusTY OLé? GRAVEL ROAD. I'M LOOKING FOR T

GOT OFF EARLY. T WALKED HER. FOME OWN THE CREAM. BUT T CANNOT FIND TT. THE ICE CREAM

QUIET STREETS FILLED WITH WARM sSMELLS AND PLACE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THIS

LITTILE CHILPREN. INTO THE GUTS OF THE CITY, EARTH. NOT JUST REPLACED BY A STARBUCKS OR

STEPPING OVER USED cONDOMS AND CRACK BABIES SQMETHING, BUT ERASE(?, ALONG WITH THAT QUIET

b SR SIS AR, e et | R S A e RSt Ty

BROOMCLOSET APARTMENTS STOOD JUST OQEZ FllLEIGULAR NEW YORK WITHOUT THAT LIILE. BIT OF COMFORT 156

HOUSE. A GRAND HOUSE, COVERED IN VINES. TMPRESSIVE, TOO MVUCH FOR ME. UUI;<

BUTNOT FANCY. STATE Y. RELU Y, ME NOTHING BUT ANXIETY EXHAUSTION, AND THIS
T B et oue i conres | T ST IO AT 0 CECRPE T AN
TOP SELUNG ROMANCE NOVELIETS, A FAMILIARCNAME KNOCK Zowzse’u: OUT BEING A TRUE FRIEND AND
WHOSE BOOKS CAN BE FOUND IN EVERY SUPERMARKET LOYAL BOYFRIEND, AND WHAT D0 YoU GET? TS ONE
AND 7-11 IN THE COUNTRY. HER REAL NAME, HOWEVER, “ ICE CREAM CONE TOO MVCH Tg AskZ BUT WHQ TO
IS LESS FAMILIAR. LOYAL READERS M\GHT BE SURPRISED ASK2 NOT LYNETIE, WHO NEVER EVEN KNEW LAURA
T0 GO LOOKING FOR THE SPRIGHTLY, PERKY, FORTY- WA e FAME TOWN. NOT JED WHQO SENT
SOMETHING WIMAN WHO UNDERSTANDS HOUSEWIVES REGARDS WHEN T WENT TO LAURA'S WORK, BUT

50 weuk AND FIND INSTEAD THAT BEHIND THE NAME WISELY CHOSE NOT TO VISIT [N PERSON

AND CAREFULLY MANAGED APPEARANCE IS AVRAM | NOT LAURA. SHE'S NO kaGER ATTHE TOE
MOSKOVITZ, AN OLD JEWISH MAN WITH BUsHY EYE- CKEAMBPLHCE/ AND DI0 LONGER (N NEW YO&*&- T
ROV [ A eEssive collecrion oF seb” | IO, BECUSE e UROTE Mg G RO, oK
1 EAVRA(V\'s WIFE, A GE'NT!L% IS THE HE\}RESS T0 mﬁ%& N‘\rA—fDEEmn}\sETAg(EO Mo‘r; m%mlTo?#NLéF«\ &,Q XRQ \;rrEoRApA,
BAND, THEIR 508 NATURALLY 124 DU AToNE |  WROTE, T WAUL) NOT RESEOND. <O bip NOT RERLY.
OF THOSE ANNOYING, PRECIOUS SAELTERED, "EXPER- T THREW AWAY THE CETTER AND ANY CHANCE OF




AKES NQ DIFFERENCE T0 ME,ALL THE
TRgUBLEQ AND WORRIES., T WOULD B

E ALONE AND PAY FULL PRICE, OR EVEN
DOUBLEé\I;‘_OR THETLE CREAM T ONCE RECEIVED

21. Folklore

PUNK ALWAYS HAD A STRONG SENS E OF S
N ORAL TRF\PITION PAS fED ON AN P PASSED DOWN
UUHICH SHAPED TH E TALKED ABOUT, A
THOVGHT ABOUT OU%ELVEQ STRANGEL , THE MVSIC
TTSELF NEVER REALLY REFLECTED THAT. THE SONGS
WERE PART OF OUR LIFE BUT NOT VICE VERSA. FOR
&I\AESRC‘)/ HUNDFéE'g BSOOUQ'!_%K:‘IWBOUT EL SALVADOR, THERE
60 D TO eE 50 ng ED UP IN YOUR OUWN
DIN 5 HAT Yo\ IGNORE
OTHER EXTREME
CTlVE “WOU CAN'T
N " SAID THE SINGER.
I NTE&VlEWED N\ANY
; MT\J DEFINE
M oy W Ds TO
. WHAT CANYOU Do IN
sKATEBOA&D? T HAPPEN
P‘QKENTLY AT -E?HBEO
OF DEADLY REIGN AND
K SCENE. SEE WHAT

EA
NOW S0 MANY STORIES NEVER GET TOLD. WHY?2
CAUSE. PEOF LEYP«Kg SCA ED OTELLTHEN\ S
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ABOUT L
% {AD BECAUSE FOR SONE OF Ué IT'S INPOSS(BLE

0 PERSQ ORY WITHOUT
TALK(NG ABOUT THE PAST, AND PUNK

AND s ANTELL GREW UP IN THE CITY OF
TUOLON\NE, PULATION 1,700, TEN MILES EAST OF
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GER ASKED "TF
NTHE OTHER SIDE

OWN?"

AY LIFE,YES. BUT MINE, NQ. TTS

RASSING. GIVE ME THOSE THINGS Bg
A
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FRON\ FLORIDA BY THE SAME NAME. FLORIDA HAD
SENIORITY, SO THE WEST COHKT VERSION YIELDED TO
PRESSU ND AD INITIALS. FROM THEN ON TT

THE POSTMASTER Geﬂé%tf 'ﬁ}gPUPEE(@,%T P%IQJTE Lc\/éPY
AND WRONG& CONCLUSIONS ABOUT THE "

E
TO THINK OF THOSE k(DS PLOTIING TO
ANGELES" BUT 70 THE FBT IT WAS NO
HOWED UP AT THE DOOR WITH A SEARCH
CHARGE OF ZEDITION. THE AGENTS
NG A v L

22. Lucinda

WE STAYED UP ALL NIGHT, DITCHED HER FRIENDS,
AND THEN, SITIING AGAINST THE BI6 TREE IN THE
MIDDLE OF HO CHI MINH PARK, WE KISSED. WE JUST
HERE KISSING AND KISSING FOR AGES. IT (WAS
i . BUT THEN, WHEN WE GOT UP AND HEADED
DOWN TO THE AVENVE HOLDING HANDS, WE. STOPPED
HALE A BLICK AND sHE LOOKED AT ME
WITH BIG EYES. THEN SHE SAID, ‘T FEEL FUNKY”
NOT FUNKY LIKE,"T WANNA PANCE", 8UT FUNKY




LIKE, "GIVE ME MY HAND BACK’; AND T KNEW EXACTLY
WHAT SHE MEANT. T FELT FUNKY To0. WALKING
AROUND lﬁlS KE THAT JUST WASN'T INTHE CARDS, NOR
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WALKED THROUGH LIFE
sRFeg FAfuN%

L

D P NONE OF IT TOUCHED HER.
NOT AT ALL. LUTHINDA AND THETHILIA WITH THE

KE LITHPS AND THE SELF-IMPOSED HANDICAPS,
FROLICKING THROUGH THE NEEDLE GALLERY ON THE
WAY TO MEET ME, LUCKY ME, EVERY NIGHT THAT
ZUMMER, TO SIT ON THE STEAM GRATES, ON COCAINE
OF HINGS, HIDDEN BY TALL BUILDINGS A p
ENVELOPED IN'CLoUDS OF STEAM, LEANING ON EACH
OTHER AND LOST IN WARM AND DREANY SECRECY.

E MINVTE WE GOT UP AND %ENT

BACK wgg THE WAORLD WE'D BE WET, COLD, AN

E AT NIGET ONTHE ROOF OF THE HOTEL

CARCTON], IN THE MOONLIGHT AND THE cOOL BREEZE,

CHE'\SN NG GUM, WRAPPED UP \N EACH OTHERS

Y ARMS, WE'D Kics, THEN PULL AWAY AND
UR HEADS. SHED LIGHT A SMOKE. T'D HIT

my HEAD AGAINST THE WALL, CURSING THE STARS.

23. Closing Time

WOVULD THEY KICK YOU OUT FOR SITTING ALL %AY
WITHOUT BUWYING A THING2 FOR CURLING UP AN
SLEEPING INTHE CORNERZ FOR SMOKING WEED IN
THE ATHROOM AND CUTTING LINES ON THE TAB
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BYE TO THE VILLAZ LIKE CALLING
PAYPHONE N BACK, WHEN
T TAKE IT ANYMORE. WE WERE
QsSED THE STREET, TOOK AL
PARTMENT, AND WALKED OUT
HE HELL, T CROSSED THE
LLA, GOT ANOTHER CUP
AT THE SAME. TABLE. LOVE
WE ALL, WITH DRAMATIC
INGS DON'T NEED T0 CHANGE.
RE SOME DAYS, WISER NOW
TO0 THE NEW OWNERS. EVERY-
. WHY COMPLAIN ABOUT (T2
I LIKE STAYING HOM METIMES TOO. BUT NEUTRAL
GROUND TS A HARD THING T0 FIND, AND ESSENTIAL T
DEVELOPING AND NURTURING FRIENDSHIP SEEING
_I;E%PLE Ag THEIR SEPARATE HOUSES 16 JUST NOT
D

H
SAM\E.
WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN THE DISTANT FUTURE.
SHOWS UP ON THE DOORSTEPZ WHEN THE DA\yT
ARRIVES, WILL SLUGGO AND SAL SHOW UP AS PLANNED?
%O\L%ZN DA‘IEIT‘QITHER?! OR JUSTONE?Z AND WHICH ONE,
THEY WILL EIND ME (N THE CORNER, A% ALWAYS.
FUNNY RUNNING u\nPo YOU HERE, TIR—lE WA
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GOES, A
FLOURISHES. BUT 50

I SEE TANYA
AND HAPPILY UNKN
ONE ELSE STAYS HO
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