
Madison McKenney gets a
lay-up during a fast break
opportunity.
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Hanging out
by the wall

By Steven Gaede
Sports Editor

Climbers with various experience and skill lev-
els got together March 10 to take part in the first
bouldering competition ever held in the Student
Recreation Center. The event lasted from 10
a.m. – 3 p.m., giving everyone who was interest-
ed a chance to partake in the festivities.

The competition took place in the rock wall
area, but not on the “wall” or tower itself; it took
part on the double-sided bouldering rock next to
the tower. On the bouldering rock were over 20
routes, set up by employees specifically for this
event and for every skill level.
There were some rules that applied to the com-

petition, but before those are mentioned – what
exactly is bouldering?
“Bouldering is like a puzzle. It is essentially the

hardest part of a tower route,” said Rock
Assistant Renee Roy. “What makes a tower
route hard is what we call a crux. Boulder routes
are just that little hard part on the boulder.”

“It started off as practicing really difficult
moves that you would find on big walls, except
this is closer to the ground so it is a little easier
to practice and build up to those moves that you
would be doing,” Rock Assistant Colin Parnell
said.

For this specific competition, the puzzles
ranged from V0 (the easiest) to V6 (the hardest).
Typically, V1s will be more challenging than
V0s but it often depends on the individual
climber; since climbers are made up of all
shapes and sizes, it may be easier for some
climbers to contort their bodies in weird ways

while others may have the ability to bypass cer-
tain holds.

“In America, on the wall we use the Yosemite
Decimal System, which is ‘5.’ and then a num-
ber going anywhere from 5.5 – which is super
easy, like a ladder, to 5.15b – the hardest in the
world,” Rock Assistant Carlos Tkacz said.

Everyone taking part in the competition was
allowed to do the routes they wanted to do and
the difficulty of each completed route is what
determined which category the climbers were
placed in.

While there was not a limit to the number of
times someone could attempt a route, there were
reductions of possible points.

To obtain points, climbers had to complete
routes; they did this by showing full control
(putting both hands on the final hold). As far as
points and scoring
goes, the top five completed routes were put

[See ROCK, Page 6]
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Sunday
Hi: 57
Lo: 39

Precip. 70%

Monday
Hi: 60
Lo: 41

Precip. 40%

Tuesday
Hi: 60
Lo: 42

Precip. 10%

Thursday
Hi: 77
Lo: 55

Precip. 20%

Ally Jones/The Runner
Cori Wright climbs the rock wall March 11

in CSUB's recreation center during the 
bouldering competition. 

Introducing Coptic Orthodox Club
Venerating some of the great players in

Christian history, Page 4

Kony 2012
Compelling on the surface, but is this really

the way? Page 2

By Brian N. Willhite
Staff Writer

CSUB math major Nehemias Ulloa will be
spending the summer in Baltimore after earn-
ing an internship at University of Maryland,
Baltimore County through their Research
Experience for Undergraduates (REU) pro-
gram. He and 11 other students selected from
universities across the nation will band
together and work on various projects involv-
ing parallel and statistical computing.

The jubilant 20-year-old junior said that he
was a little surprised at his acceptance but
also very excited to be chosen. He was doubt-
ful because he wasn’t sure that his resumé
would be able to stand out above others. 

The first couple of weeks, the students will
be taking introductory classes to get them pre-
pared to work on the various projects that
they will do. They will then break off into
smaller groups which will each choose a proj-
ect to focus on for four weeks. The last week
the students will present their findings and
have an opportunity to publish their work in
an undergraduate research journal, according
to UMBC’s REU program website.
Ulloa was informed that there were over 100

applicants – including two other CSUB stu-
dents – when he was notified of being placed
on the short list of names to be considered.
The next step was to go through an interview

[See ULLOA, Page 4]

Careful calculating lands Maryland internship

By Garrett Russell
Staff Writer

On Saturday night, March 10,
CSUB’s women’s basketball team
ended its season by slipping past
Seattle University’s Redhawks 89-
87. 

“I am really proud of these ladies.
They played really hard and they
deserved this win. Something we
talked about earlier this week was
this game being like a champi-
onship atmosphere. We wanted this
to be our NCAA tournament, our
March Madness, and we wanted to
go out on top,” said Head Coach
Greg McCall.

The ’Runners did eventually come
out on top, but it was a long, hard
struggle to do so. Right out of the
gates, CSUB slipped on both sides
of the court as the Redhawks soared
to a 13-0 lead. After five minutes of
play, CSUB was down 15-2, unable
to make a shot or defend. 

Just when it seemed CSUB had
become totally parched, the ladies

[See FINALE, Page 6]

Season finale: A buzzer
beater finish

Brian N. Willhite/The Runner
Nehemias Ulloa poses in front of the whiteboard in the math tutoring lab that he teaches as a volunteer on campus. 
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Corrections for Feb. 29 edition:
The top-center teaser of the front page should be

Brandon Landers.
Photos from ‘Theatre of New Voices’ article are

courtesy of the CSUB Theatre Department.
The Runner staff apologizes for these errors. The

information has been corrected in the online ver-
sion. Please email runner@csub.edu, subject line
“Runner correction” if you would like any factual
errors corrected.
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Andy Martin 
performs during

CSUB’s Jazz Jam
March 9.
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Olivia Gonzalez
Senior, Psychology

“I think it’s fine,
because we go on

break the same day
as high schoolers

and my other
cousins and
nephews.”

Ariful Haque
Sophomore,
Mathematics

“It should be
shorter, to keep on

track.”

Julie Ortega
Junior, Psychology

“I think it should
stay the way it is,
because Spring

Break is always a
week long.”

John Velazquez
Freshman, Criminal

Justice
“I think it should be
two weeks. I think

you need a break from
all your classes so

that next quarter you
start more fresh.”

This week, The Runner asked, “Do you think Spring Break should be longer or shorter? Why?”

By Ashley Zaragoza
Features/Entertainment Editor

On Monday, March 5 the Invisible
Children foundation released their
30 minute campaign video “Kony
2012”  about the world’s number
one war criminal Joseph Kony.
Within days, social networking sites
exploded with Kony’s name. Hash
tag Kony2012 quickly became a
trending topic on Twitter. The link
to Kony 2012 was shared and re-
shared via Facebook. 

Prone to activism, I checked out
the video after it appeared on my
Facebook newsfeed. Lo and behold,
I became so intrigued I had to stop
what I was doing to watch the rest of
the film. Okay, I wasn’t doing any-
thing productive on the Internet.
Still, I imagine I would have contin-
ued watching if I was. 

The first few minutes of “Kony
2012” tell the story of Invisible
Children co-founder and filmmaker
Jason Russell and his son Gavin.
Shortly after, Russell introduces us
to Jacob a boy he met in Uganda
over 10 years ago. 

Jacob, among 30,000 other
Ugandan children, was captured by
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA).
Fortunately, he escaped.

“We worry that the rebels, when
they arrest us again, will kill us,”
said Jacob at his first meeting with
Russell. “My brother tried to escape
then they killed him using a panga
[knife]. They cut his neck.”
Jacob later goes onto tell Russell

something he says he will never for-
get: “It is better when you kill us.
And if possible, if you can kill us,
you kill us.” 
At that point, Russell made Jacob a

promise: “We are going to do every-
thing that we can to stop them.”
“Kony 2012” serves to live out that

very promise. 
The remainder of the film focuses

our attention on the name behind
Jacob’s tragedy: Joseph Kony.

Kony is the leader of the LRA.
Over the past 26 years, he and his
army have abducted over 30,000
children. 

“He makes them mutilate people’s
faces and he forces them to kill their
own parents,” said Russell. “He is
not fighting for any cause, only to
maintain his power.”
What’s more, he turns young, inno-

cent girls into sex slaves.
Sounds compelling, doesn’t it? So,

what’s the problem? 
“Kony 2012” involves its viewers

with Kony insomuch that we mind-
lessly take in every bit of informa-
tion as valid evidence to advocate
this campaign and support Invisible
Children. I am no exception.  

After watching this video twice, I
posted the link on my Facebook,
Tumblr and showed support via
Twitter. I even sent out an email to
all of my contacts.  

What valid information did I have,
other than what I learned from this
campaign video, to support claims
that Kony is the world’s worst war
criminal? Absolutely none. Yet I
found myself slandering his name
based on my emotional reaction to
“Kony 2012.”

More recently I have begun to see

a very different type of coverage on
Kony. Skepticism about Invisible
Children is now more prevalent than
the once unanimous support by my
fellow social networkers. 

So, what are the concerns about
this campaign? 

Invisible Children has been called
fishy, sketchy, suspicious and a

scam. “Invisible Children?” wrote
one social-networker, “More like
visible fraud.”

One of the earliest negative
responses to “Kony 2012” came
from blogger Joe Renken. He wrote,
“How the hell are people smart
enough to avoid a Craigslist scam
asking to help a Nigerian Prince
recover his riches, but someone
makes a thirty minute high-produc-
tion video on YouTube and sudden-
ly: SEND ALL THE MONEY!” 
This is not such an easy question to

answer, Joe. The popularity of
“Kony 2012” has less do with peo-
ple’s intelligence, or lack thereof.
This is a question of our growing

susceptibility to believe social
media sources. 

After a series of attacks on their
campaign, Invisible Children creat-
ed a critique page that directly
addresses popular questions and
concerns. 

The biggest issue about Invisible
Children is centered on their insuffi-

cient financial transparency. In
response, they wrote: “Invisible
Children’s financial statements are
online for everyone to see. Financial
statements from the last 5 years,
including our 990, are available at
www.invisiblechildren.com/finan-
cials. The organization spent
80.46% on our programs that further
our three fold mission, 16.24% on
administration and management
costs and 3.22% on direct fundrais-
ing in FY2011. Invisible Children is
independently audited every year
and in full compliance with our 501
c 3 status.”

The site also includes a break-
down of their total expenses for the

Fiscal Year (FY) 2011. 
Another concern is that Invisible

Children is not a participant of the
Better Business Bureau (BBB) the
nation’s leading business accredita-
tion corporation. This fact is alarm-
ing in and of itself since the BBB
promotes business and charity trans-
parency by making contact and
financial information public record. 

In response to their exclusion from
the BBB, Invisible Children wrote:
“Participation in BBB’s program is
voluntary – we are choosing to wait
until we have expanded our Board
of Directors, as some questions
hinge on the size of our Board. The
current Board is small in size and
reflects Invisible Children’s grass-
roots foundation. Invisible Children
has now reached a juncture of suc-
cess that has astonished even its
greatest supporters. While it is
important to retain a presence on the
Board that reflects Invisible
Children’s early beginnings, we also
are working to realign the structure
this year.”
Yet another concern arises from the

setting of “Kony 2012.”
Throughout the film, Russell leads

us to believe Kony is still active in
Uganda. But that is not true.

Invisible Children admitted that
Kony left Uganda in 2006, but they
continue to support the Ugandan
army.

Reactions to “Kony 2012” are
undoubtedly mixed.

On Saturday March 10, LRA sur-
vivor Evelyn Apoko spoke with Don
Lemon of CNN for the first time
since last October.
Though she managed to escape, she

is not without scars. Apoko’s face is
so mutilated that it impedes on her
speech, and she bears emotional
trauma that can be seen in her eyes
as she speaks about Kony.

“I feel really hurt,” said Apoko.
“It’s very painful for me to see
Joseph Kony in the United States as
a celebrity [...] I do not agree with
any of this campaign in 2012.”
Apoko also feels that the children –

not Kony – should be the ones made
famous. 

The issues surrounding “Kony
2012” are much more complex than
the 30 minute video makes them out
to be. Still, it is a start.

Now we know who Kony is.
Whether or not we agree with
Invisible Children’s campaign strat-
egy, we can take our own actions
against him and the LRA.

One reputable alternative to the
Invisible Children foundation is
Amnesty International – a non-gov-
ernmental organization that serves
to protect people wherever justice,
fairness, freedom and truth are
denied. Amnesty International was
founded in 1961 and has over 3 mil-
lion members and supporters. For
years they have documented the
harm caused by the LRA and called
for the arrest of its leaders by the
region in which the LRA operates
in, not the United States. Visit
amnesty.org for more information. 

Is Kony 2012 campaign legitimate? Let’s find out

Courtesy of www.invisiblechildren.com

Courtesy of www.jezebel.com
Invisible Children CEO Ben Keesey and co-founder Jason Russell

address criticism about “Kony 2012” on CNN March 12

            



By Rhianna Taylor
Editor-in-Chief

I wish I could count on two hands the amount
of errors that have made it to print during my
time on The Runner, but if that were so, you’d
think I wash my hands in radioactive soap for
all the extra fingers springing from my palms. 
When it happens, it doesn’t matter if there’s a

misplaced apostrophe or a misspelled name –
it’s always horrible. On “review day,” my eyes
glaze over about 10,000-odd words and 20-
odd photos and zoom in on the glaring wrong-
ness, the bazooka to the newspaper’s
metaphorical IQ score, and toss the paper away
in disgust. Perhaps that’s a bit melodramatic,
but I’m really not proud of them.

Then the letters come. I can say without sar-
casm that I appreciate every email and face-
book post we get because it lets me know that
a) people actually read this stuff and b) some of
those people care enough about the quality of
its content to compose their thoughts and send
them to me. That said, hate mail outnumbers
praise mail fifty to one.

A trend I have noticed is that many of these
angry letters have a conclusion to this effect:

“I cannot BELIEVE that such ATROCITIES
would be allowed on a UNIVERSITY NEWS-
PAPER. HOW DARE YOU!!!!1!1!!”
Again with the melodrama, but this attitude is

prevalent. It makes sense, too – a university is
full of smart people eager to learn and experi-
ment, so it should produce a clean, intelligent,
edgy newspaper free of grammatical and factu-
al errors. I strive to meet this expectation when
producing each issue.
This theory, however, is supported by a num-

ber of misconceptions that I would like to clear
up by explaining how this newspaper works.
Just as a reminder, my purpose is not to attack
any person or party, just to paint you a picture
of the mechanics and minds that lead to the
product.
The Runner is not produced by a club, intern-

ship, or company, but a two-unit laboratory
class. Well, two classes – COMM 214 and
COMM 414 – that do the same work in the
same room, but are accessible to everybody.
And I mean everybody, as there are no prereq-
uisites. 

To run a successful newspaper, I need:
Skilled, energetic writers willing to go out of
the way to find and investigate stories, photog-
raphers who can take mind-blowing photos
with a phone but also happen to own Nikon
D700s, a copy editor whose attention to gram-
matical detail borders on OCD, someone who
knows page design, and someone who is able
to rank the quality and importance of every-
one’s work to decide where and how it should
go on a page. Oh, and somebody who knows
sports. Oh, and somebody who can sell ad
space. Some angry, witty person to fill the

opinions section doesn’t hurt either.
So who wanders in? Ninety percent of the

people who take this class for the first time
have no experience with journalism. English
majors with credential emphasis (EMCE) are
required to take this course, while it’s just an
elective for communications – even journalism
focuses. Yeah, we know how backwards that
is.

Also, two-unit courses are attractive for stu-
dents looking to just barely qualify for finan-
cial aid. While I warn everyone on the first day
that this class has a five-unit attitude and per-
haps they should take “Jogging” or something,
some of these guys stick around anyway.
There’s a final category of employees that I’ll
address later.

So, we can’t hire, fire, give raises or cut pay.
I know what I need in employees, but I have no
control over which ones I get or how many I
get.

Training and motivation are tough, too. My
“stick” to get most students to work hard is the
threat of a whopping two units of F – I’m sure
their GPAs are shaking in their boots – while
my “carrot” is puppy-dog eyes and candy
bribes.

This also means that our turnover is through
the roof. EMCE students only need this class
once, and many flee from the workload, never
to return. By the time the editing staff can
teach one batch of newbies the basics of jour-
nalism, photography, layout or, say, grammar,
the quarter is over and we have to start all over
again.

What holds us together is that last group of
students, who bring in or develop an interest –
nay, a passion – for the paper above consider-
ation of what it can do for them. These self-
motivated, hard workers see that their skills
can make an impact on the newspaper and the
school.

Often, they are promoted according to how
much time and energy they are willing to sac-
rifice. I’m guessing that, like me, the editor
before me was lucky to have a 50-percent
attendance rate at his other classes. The work-
load is enormous. Sports Editor Stephen
Gaede, for example, often kicks out two 700-
word-plus stories, puts together the ‘Athlete of
the Week’ box, proofreads and fact-checks all
sports stories and assists/reviews the layout of
the sports page every week, and I personally
spend at least 20 hours per week in this office,
working to improve some aspect of the paper.
I’d spend more time describing my job, but as
I once had to work my butt off keeping its
résumé description down to one page, I’ll skip
it.

Oh yeah, for no pay. None. Oh, but we get
units! After the third quarter, they’re useless
toward any degree, and I doubt most employ-
ers take the number of years managing a paper
under consideration past the first year.

But because our numbers are small and our
plates are full, errors do slip through. The cor-
rections section on this week’s front page are
for mistakes I made. Embarrassing, to say the
least. Stories came in late, copy errors needed
extra work to clean up, and I had big hole in a
page to fill at the last minute. In a rush, I

screwed up. Forgive me. No sarcasm.
Please don’t take this as a bitter rant. I’m not

trying to complain about my job, because I
love it. I just want you to know that we, the
editing staff, always care, and we’re always
working to be better – we just have our share
of obstacles, too.
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The place to get your new
phone is at the Marketplace – just

across the street from the CSUB campus.

CSUB

students!

and faculty
and staff

Extreme Wireless
At the Marketplace, 661-246-4444

Faculty and Staff
Discounts

18%

Extreme Wireless will be on campus – outside
on the Student Union Patio on these days:

Wednesday, March 14 - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday, April 2 - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, April 5 - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Extreme Wireless will also
be at the 17th annual Athletic
Department Casino & Auction
Night, set for March 24.
Plan to stop by our table.

By Sgt Justin Gildner
University Police

jgildner@csub.edu

Each new year more and more young
drivers take to the streets and freeways of
California, and this year is no different.
There are numerous public service
announcements and education programs
designed to warn drivers – both young and
old – of all the perils of operating a motor
vehicle.

We all know we should NEVER drive
while intoxicated. We also know now of
all the inherent dangers of driving while
distracted. The State of California has cre-
ated laws to address the driving-while-
talking-on-the-cell-phone issue and many
of you have been reminded of this law by
receiving citations for getting caught
doing it.

The latest distracted-driving education
efforts have been focused on driving while
texting, and as the below statistics show,
for good reason! 
* 37% of drivers polled reported
sending/receiving texts while driving
* 59% of drivers polled reported they still
talk on the cell phone while driving
As you can see, there still is a lot of work

to be done in educating drivers. I think we
often overlook some of the other ways we
may drive while distracted. I bet many of

us are guilty of driving while searching for
our burger or taco in the bag we just
picked up from the drive thru window – I
know I am! Or how about driving while
applying makeup or fixing your hair?

It used to be the most severe ways peo-
ple were distracted while driving were a
car full of screaming kids and a bad recep-
tion on the FM dial. Now, in this day and
age of technological advancements, we
have all sorts of new ways to distract our-
selves while driving. Here are some sur-
prising facts:   
* 41% of drivers polled reported program-
ming their GPS while driving
* 36% of drivers polled reported looking
at a map while driving
* 13% of drivers polled reported surfing
the Internet while driving
* 7% of drivers polled reported watching
YouTube while driving.    

As you can probably tell, as long as we
are licensed to drive a car, people most
likely will continue to find other things to
do while driving – except for driving! We
campus community members are no dif-
ferent.
The CSUB University Police Department
wants to remind you that just because the
cell phone is not in your hands, there are
many other ways to keep your eyes off the
road or your hands off the wheel.

Drive safe and be safe.

The Dispatch: Keep your eyes on
the road, your hands on the wheel

Campus Voices
Reinvest in higher education 

By Kirstie Gilmer
Campus Voice

As a group of Master’s of Social Work students,
we are passionate about the CSU budget cuts.
Not only do they directly affect us as students,
they also affect incoming students, faculty, and
the community at large. Receiving a higher edu-
cation not only benefits an individual and his/her
family, it benefits the community and
California’s economy. Essentially, higher educa-
tion equals economic stability and growth for
our community and California at large.

According to the U.S Census Bureau (2002),
1.7 million CSU alumni working in California
earned about $89 billion in income; about $25.3
billion of this amount can be attributed to their
higher level of educational attainment and to
their CSU degrees. 

Governor Jerry Brown’s proposed budget (a
$750 million cut to the CSU system) will signif-
icantly limit access to higher educational oppor-
tunities for students. Students will pay 29% more
in basic tuition fees this coming fall than in fall
2010, according to CSU Budget Central, 2011. 

With additional CSU cuts, it will be extremely
difficult to provide students with a quality
affordable education as state support continues
to spiral downward.

The California Master Plan for Higher
Education was intended to provide affordable,
accessible, quality education. My question is:
What will happen when individuals can no
longer afford CSU tuition? Even more so, what
will happen when CSU educations
lack in quality?

Due to the lack of state support, two of the last
fiscal years have forced the CSU’s Board of
Trustees to approve tuition fee increases, imple-
ment furloughs, and reduce and cut enrollment. I
attended CSUB for four years for undergraduate
studies and my colleagues and I have experi-
enced increases in tuition fees, cuts in class
offerings, and larger class sizes. Due to CSU
financial deficits, there is more reliance on stu-
dent fees/tuition increases to bridge the budget
gap. 
As a group of students who have been affected

by this issue, our goal is to advocate for a rein-
vestment in higher education. To advocate this,
we are educating students and providing aware-
ness to students and the community by generat-
ing an awareness campaign. During our cam-
paign, we handed out bill facts sheets and fliers
with quick facts pertaining to the current budget
and its effects on students. 

We also went around campus gathering signa-
tures for a petition from students and faculty
members. While many students were enthusias-
tic about signing the petition and expressed their
concerns about tuition increases and larger class
sizes, many others simply said “no” to signing
the petition. 

In hopes of empowering students and commu-
nity members to get involved in advocating for a
reinvestment in higher education, our primary
goal is to educate and bring about awareness. As
students, we have endured much of the down-
ward spiral; therefore, it is the students who
should be willing to sign petitions, write letters
to our legislatures and put forth efforts to end the
CSU tuition increases.

How we work: An editor’s appeal to her readers
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[ULLOA, from Page 1] 
process where he was then questioned
on work he has done as well as a dis-
cussion about his interests in mathe-
matics.

“After they read my application and
saw all the stuff that I’d done, they
contacted me and wanted me to elabo-
rate more and what I liked about math
and statistics,” he said. 

A couple days after the
interview, Ulloa said he was
notified by email of his
acceptance and said that “it
was an amazing feeling”
that he was chosen for the
program. 

“It’s really cool because I
think I’m not competitive
enough and I don’t have a
4.0, GPA but the fact that I
got in – and knowing that a
lot of other people applied –
makes me think that maybe
I do have something to
show for,” Ulloa said.

He is proud of the accom-
plishment and notes that
last summer he attempted to
apply for some internships
but never got around to
doing so because he didn’t
feel confident about his
experiences or ability to
stand out.

Over the winter break he
applied to six different REU
programs. He was rejected
right away from a program
at MIT and said, “I kind of
expected that,” as he
laughed about his rejection.
He said he knew it was a
long shot but he wanted to
try.

He did get accepted to
another REU at Arizona
State, but it would take
place during the  same time
as the one in Maryland so
he decided to decline the
offer.

His decision was mostly
based on the subject of
study at each university.
The Arizona REU is more
bio driven and, though that
is a field Ulloa is interested
in, the Maryland program is
more of what he is looking
for.

He also said that location
was a factor in his decision
and that he is eager to
explore the East Coast and
learn more about the social
differences.

“I think it’ll give me a
chance to see what the East
Coast is about and just how
people are different, how
the culture and society is
different,” Ulloa said. 

Another aspect of the pro-
gram that Ulloa is looking
forward to is being able to
work  with other professors
and getting to know their
methods of teaching and
working, as he is also inter-
ested in becoming a college
professor after earning his
Master’s and Ph.D. 

He has had some experi-
ence teaching math but said
that he would prefer to
teach adults in a university-
style atmosphere, because
teaching younger students
is a lot about controlling a
classroom as well as teach-
ing the subject. He didn’t
find that dynamic to be
something he was looking
for.

“Hopefully, if I get my
Ph.D, I could teach at a uni-
versity level where students
are there because they want
to be there and you don’t
have to control them and
can just focus on the teach-
ing part,” Ulloa said.

He currently helms a study

lab on campus for CSUB students
looking for math tutoring.

Ulloa still hasn’t heard back from all
of the schools he applied to. One of
those schools was Harvard, which he
jokingly said he might have to recon-
sider his UMBC internship for.   

However, he is happy with his deci-
sion and is in a state of excited antici-
pation as he waits for June to approach.

By Kat Haas
Staff Writer

Throughout history there have been many peo-
ple whose character and actions have made
them worthy of thought and study. In Coptic
Orthodox Christianity, the saints are people who
have been chosen worthy of these actions.  

Last Thursday, the Coptic Orthodox Christian
club held an event entitled “Venerating the
Saints,” in a means to explain to non-Coptics
why their religion finds it important to honor the
saints. The event also provided information
regarding the religion and its history.
“Our religion has a huge historical contribution

to all Christendom,” said Daniel Hanna, presi-
dent and founder of the Coptic Orthodox
Christian Club. “There are things people might
not know that trace all the way back to Egypt.
We started the first theological school that treat-
ed the Bible systematically to see how it could
be applied. In this way, the faith grew because it
reached the educated class of the Roman
Empire.”

The Coptic Orthodox Christian Church
believes in the Holy Trinity – the idea that the
father, son, and Holy Spirit are the being of one
God. The Coptic Orthodox Christian church is a
traditional church, practicing the teaching of the
early church fathers as well as the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan Creed, a religious docu-
ment, that serves as their statements of faith.

“Most Christians today trace their religion as
an outgrowth of Catholicism. Beyond that, most
are ignorant of the historical context of
Christianity,” said Hanna, explaining that the
Coptic Orthodox Christian Church is one of the
most ancient churches in the world. “For us, the
virtue lies in action.

“We tend to be more interested in social activ-
ities such as helping out the poor, going to soup

kitchens and making donations.”
The Coptic Orthodox Christian club means to

provide outreach to the CSUB community about
Orthodox Christianity. They wish to educate
people about the historical role their church has
played in the development of Christianity. 

Coptic Orthodox Christians have been perse-
cuted throughout history and still today there
are many misrepresentations about the religion.
The club aims to resolve these issues and spread
their faith.

“When we venerate the saints, we are actually
glorifying God for working in them,” said
Hanna, clarifying the roles that the saints served
in Coptic Orthodox Christianity. “We aren’t rec-
ognizing anything special in them but recogniz-
ing that God is working through them. We look
to their example. We don’t look to them and say
‘glorify these wonder workers’ – we go out of
our way to find out what kind of works they did
and how we can imitate them.”

During a multicultural week expected to take
place during spring quarter, the club will be sell-
ing books that offer information regarding the
religion and the history of Orthodox
Christianity. Hanna is also expected to give a
lecture on the historical context of his religion.

“Jesus Christ venerated the saints. We can see
very clearly how our Lord accepts the things
offered to the righteous of God because of their
service and love for him,” said Father Moses
Samaan, a priest from San Diego, who spoke at
the recent event about the reasoning behind the
church’s practices of glorifying the saints.  

St. Demiana Coptic Orthodox church, located
at 9200 White Lane, is the local place of wor-
ship for the group. The church has a communi-
ty of approximately 100 families. 

For more information about the club, please
send an email to CopticClub2@hotmail.com.

Coptic Orthodox Church
members start new club

Brian N. Willhite/The Runner
Nehemias Ulloa was accepted into the Research

Experience for Undergraduates, an internship
program at the University of Maryland.

UMBC wants Ulloa to
do the math



By Kathryn McCoy 
Marketing Manager

The Guitar Recital will begin on
Thursday, March 15 at 4 p.m. at the Music
Building in Room 127. Admission to
attend the recital is free. Jim Scully,
Director of Guitar Studies, said, “We feel
as though we are better representing the
current trends in guitar artistry.” 

Scully also said, “Steven Walter, a top
U.S. player, and Johannes Muller, an
International Sensation, will represent the
classical guitar side of the equation.” 

“Steven Walters is one of a few individ-
uals within the world that is known as
both a classical guitar builder and per-
forming artist,” according to Steven
Walter’s website, www.stevenwaltergui-
tars.com. “In 1991, Walter was a major
prize-winner at the Guitar Foundation of

America International Solo Guitar
Competition, a competition that has
launched the careers of many of the
world’s finest guitarists.” 
The Guitar recital will also host Johannes

Moller, who “at 13 played his first public
concert,” according to Johannes Moller’s
website, www.johannesmoller.com.
“Moller has appeared in North and South
America, Europe, and Asia more than 500
times.” 
KGET 17, The Marriott Hotel, California

Keyboards Music Center, and the Law
Office of  Cynthia R. Scully and Lisa
Little Art are sponsoring the event.
According to Jim Scully, “All the events
for the 2011/2012 season will take place in
the Choral Recital Hall.” For more infor-
mation, contact Jim Scully at 661-654-
2511. 
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By Brian N. Willhite
Staff Writer

Most classes are all about the work and never about the
play, but that’s not the case for the students in Mandy
Rees’ stage make-up class, where the play is what drives
the academics. 

As students study different types of theatrical make-up,
they also get to apply their lessons by learning how to put
the make-up on themselves.
According to Rees, chair of the theatre department, some

of the lessons for the course have included learning how
to apply make-up to make faces look more rounded or
narrower, even how to look older or younger. 

In this lesson, the students are learning about Japanese
Kabuki and Chinese Opera make-up designs. They then
take their seats in front of the mirrors in the women’s
dressing room, pick their favorite persona and begin to
bring that character to life.
Rees said she chose this assignment because she wanted

to expose them to different styles and because they have
a very theatrical element, adding that “it’s dramatic and
bold and traditional,” as well as a lot of fun.

Their next assignment will be to learn how to apply
facial hair.

For their final, the students will assume creative control
and get the opportunity to design their own make-up
styles and apply them to each other.

Theatre class offers relaxed, fun atmosphere

By Marissa Lay
News Editor

CSUB’s Club GEN is
showing a screening of
“Let’s Talk About
Sex” March 14 at 6
p.m. in Science III
room 104. Directed by
Australian fashion
photographer James
Houston, “Let’s Talk
About Sex” strives to
make people more
open and comfortable
about talking about
sex. 

According to
Houston, this film sets
out to bring the shock-
ing reality of teenage
sex lives to the screen
in an effort to educate
and offer real solutions
to the often times neg-
ative outcomes of sexual relationships. 
“American teens live in a society that

uses sex to sell everything from lipstick
to laptops. They are rarely afforded
opportunities to discuss sex in an open,
honest way,” said Houston in his blog on
the Huffington Post. 
“Let’s Talk About Sex” aims to teach

young adults about the risks of sex and
how to take preventative measures. 
“Now, more than ever, we need to stand

up and make sure young people have hon-
est, reliable information and communica-
tion around this issue,” said Houston.
“Sexuality is such a big part of who we

are, and I believe that most people want
to talk to their children about it but they
just don’t know how.”
According to the Club GEN Facebook

page, this film will be open to everyone,
not just CSUB students. Pizza and goodie
bags will be available to attendants. For
more information, Club GEN can be
reached at its Facebook page, Club GEN
at CSUB. 

By Marissa Lay 
News Editor

The CSUB Theatre for Young Audiences
will be performing “The Talking Stick” in
the Dore Arena Theatre March 17 at noon, 2
p.m., and 4 p.m. and March 18 at noon and
2 p.m.
Written and directed by Kamala Kruszka, a

CSUB Theatre faculty member, “The
Talking Stick” makes African folktales
come to life.  According to the CSUB
Theatre website, this play is told in the spir-
it of “Lion King.”

“Through the magic of African drumming
and dance, giant puppets and storytelling,
the themes of trust, honesty, humility and
forgiveness are highlighted in four tradition-
al tales that explore what it means to be a
true friend,” according to the CSUB Theatre
website. 

“The Talking Stick” is free for children 12

and under and $5 for general admission. The
theatre has limited seating; reservations can
be made by calling (661) 654-6070.

Coming U
P

Let’s talk about sex

The Talking Stick

CSUB to host Guitar Recital



[ROCK, from Page 1]
together to make up the total

score for a participant. 
“It is going to be rated on

how many attempts you have.
That is really going to help us
weed out having people with
the same scores. Just because
you completed a route does
not mean you are going to
have the same score as the
other person who completed
the route. You are going to get
points by how many times
you attempted it,” Roy said.

Since all the holds were
thought up and created the
day before the competition,
competitors had not yet had a
chance to scale these holds.
The lack of experience with
the holds made V0s harder
than they looked and V5s and
V6s seem insurmountable to
some. The routes were all cre-
ated and given a grade by
employees.
“Each person came up with

as many as they could. It is
kind of a creative venture;
sometimes it is on, sometimes
it is off,” Tkacz said. 

“When something gets
climbed outdoors, a person
proposes a grade and then it is
repeated and the grade kind
of settles over time as more
and more people climb the
climb,” said Tkacz. “When it
comes to grading indoors,
based off of outdoor climbs I
have done, I kind of gauge
although it is a pretty arbi-
trary thing – it is really diffi-
cult to do.”

The names of the routes
matched the color of the
routes for the most part. V1
“Batman” was marked with
black tape, V2 “Iron Man”
was marked with silver tape,
V0 “The Incredible Hulk”
was characterized by a giant
green hold halfway up the
boulder, V0 “Pokey” had dot-
ted tape and V1 “Sailor
Moon” was a route marked
with vibrant pink tape. Most
of these routes were quite dif-
ficult.

Climber Theo Lyotard, who
bought a membership for the
SRC, said that he likes the
challenge and exercise the
boulder and wall offer. “From
one day to the next you finish

routes that you
could not fin-
ish the day
before.”

Most of the
routes or puz-
zles set up for
the competi-
tion were set
up in the sit-
ting position.
Some routes
i n v o l v e d
standing at the
start, but most
involved get-
ting off the
ground at the
start. This is
different when
compared to
climbing the
tower where
one usually
starts off in a
standing posi-
tion, but it all
comes down to
preference.

“I like boul-
dering more
so it is easier,
and that’s
what I spend like 90 percent
of my time doing,” junior
Justin Holiwell said. “[With]
bouldering you get to practice
moves close to the ground
instead of having to climb all
the way up and all the way
down.”
The boulder in the SRC only

goes up to 13 feet compared
to 33 feet of the rock wall at
its highest point; when it
comes down to it, the main
thing separating bouldering
and rock climbing is that
climbers are not harnessed in
for bouldering.

“There are no ropes
involved. Your only safety
measures are your spotters
who make sure that you hit
feet first and your crash
pads,” Tkacz said. The crash
pads are soft pads to catch
climbers when they fall or
complete a route. “It focuses
on the individual difficult
moves. There are less moves,
there is less distance actually
climbed, [but] the moves tend
to be harder.”

All the climbers who took
part in the event received an

SRC bag, an entry into a raf-
fle drawing for an SRC duffel
bag, and the opportunity to
win new SRC T-shirts as well
as food gift certificates.

Bouldering and rock climb-
ing are quite different from
traditional sports such as
baseball or football.

“It is a sport that other peo-
ple who maybe do not excel
at basketball or football can
come in and ‘beast’ at,”
Holiwell said. “When you
finally get that route that has
been challenging you for like
a month or two ... you get a
feeling of accomplishment.”

There is no reason to not at
least give the wall or boulder-
ing a try; it is free with a stu-
dent ID. For non-CSUB stu-
dents, it costs five dollars for
access to the SRC if brought
in by a student; an affordable
pass to the SRC can also be
bought.

“It’s the cheapest climbing
in Bakersfield right now,”
Tkacz said. Roy added, “You
just need to walk in through
the gate; we have all the
equipment here.”
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By Steven Gaede
Sports Editor

The women’s water polo
team went 3-1 at the
Roadrunner Invitational I
March 10 and 11, winning
against Wagner 13-9, No. 19
ranked Long Beach State 8-6,
and Bucknell 9-7. CSUB’s
loss came against Indiana
state who won 9-8 thanks to a
last minute goal.

CSUB’s final game was
played against the Bucknell
Bison, in which they won 9-7
thanks to a big third quarter
and key saves. CSUB got on
the board first in the second
minute of the first quarter
thanks to junior 2-meter Sam Shead’s shot
that found the top left corner of the net;
Bucknell responded with a goal of their own
less than 20 seconds later. By the end of the
first quarter, Bucknell was leading 3-2.

“[We were] anxious in the first quarter – the
first half. We started to kind of calm down a
little bit and not try to force things so much,”
said Head Coach Jason Gall.
The second period only saw one goal scored;

it was bounced into the top right corner of the
net by Shead to tie the game at three.
Bucknell had a number of opportunities to
score, but freshman goalie Alex Bayer came
up big, making a number of huge saves
throughout the period. Going into halftime,
the score was 3-3. Thanks to Bayer, the
’Runners stayed in contention and received a
morale boost that paid dividends in the third

quarter.
“She gave the team a real emotional lift

defensively and that kind of gave us some lift
on offense,” Gall said. “Anytime a goalie
comes up with a big save it really energizes
the team.”
Bakersfield broke the game open in the third

quarter. The Roadrunners scored four times in
the eight-minute segment via backhanded
shots, lobbed shots and shots to the corners of
the net; as this was happening, the team
played great defense, only allowing one goal
in the quarter.
“I thought we played great defense all week-

end. One of the things that we have not done
a good job of is playing defense,” Gall said.
“To give up one goal in 12 minutes during
that middle stretch – that was real key.”

After three quarters, CSUB was up 7-4.
CSUB scored two in the fourth while

Bucknell scored three. The Bison were able to
make the game interesting by taking advan-
tage of some defensive mishaps on the
Bakersfield side.

“We had a few defensive breakdowns in a
couple stretches where we did not play a great
defense but, for the most part, I think our
defense really improved a lot this weekend,”
said Gall.
The huge blocks by Bayer in the second and

third periods, along with the offense that was
generated, are the main reasons why CSUB
came out with the 9-7 win.

“This is a tough game because we are just
coming off of a kind of emotional loss to
Indiana. We only had about a two hour
break,” Gall said.

Earlier in the day against Indiana, CSUB
only found itself down one goal going into
the fourth quarter. The ’Runners were able to

take an 8-7 lead in the fourth
but with over four minutes left
on the board, Indiana came
back to score at the 2:08 mark
to tie it up. Indiana’s Shae
Fournier then scored what
proved to be the game win-
ning goal with :34 left on the
clock.
The wins against Wagner and

Long Beach were both on
Saturday of the tournament.
Big second and third quarters
against Wagner proved to be
the difference in the 13-9 win.

CSUB’s win against No. 19
Long Beach State was also
fueled by a big second quar-
ter; the team scored three
goals while giving up zero in

these eight minutes. Each team scored two in
the third, making the score 6-5 CSUB going
into the fourth. Bakersfield was able to score
a pair of goals in the fourth to seal the game
8-6.

“I am really happy with the results and the
way the team is playing right now,” Gall said.
“It’s obvious we are getting better every
weekend that we play.”

Junior 2-meter Jessica Browning led the
team with nine goals in the tournament;
Shead came in a close second with seven
goals. Freshman utility Janelle Shelby had six
goals on the weekend and junior utility
Shannon McKenzie had five goals.
Having gone 6-2 in the last two tournaments,

CSUB’s record is now 12-9. CSUB will trav-
el to Los Angeles to take part in the Loyola
Marymount Invitational on March 16 and 17.

CSUB Water Polo posts winning record at Roadrunner Invitational I

Carter’s late layup seals the game
[FINALE, from
Page 1]
started to rain
threes. Led by sen-
ior leader Kristine
Herman and fresh-
man starter
B r o o k l y n
Hinkens, the
’Runners drained
five of their next
eight threes and
pulled within eight
points of the lead. 

The momentum
did not last long as
Redhawks’ six-
foot-two Kacie
Sowell responded
to the ‘Runners
resurgence by
dominating the
paint. She finished
the half, making
four of six field
goals, all six free throws, and
grabbing nine rebounds. 

As a team, the Redhawks
shot 64.5 percent from the
field in the first half, while
the ’Runners shot 41.4 per-
cent. Still the deficit was
only ten points, 50-40. 
“We were down but playing

with a lot of heart and effort.
We just weren’t playing very
smart. But man, we really
did a good job in the second
half and made the right
adjustments defensively,”
said McCall.

In the final twenty minutes
of their season, CSUB came
out of the locker room a dif-
ferent team. They clamped
down on defense and execut-
ed their plays on offense. It
was almost as if the first half
was played by a totally dif-
ferent team. 

CSUB’s intensity
running up and
down the court
infectiously-silted
its way into the
Icardo Center’s
stands. Students and
old men started to
stand and cheer their
Lady Roadrunners
on, and, at times, a
couple of gramps
verbally abused the
referees until their
faces tomatoed to
points of near explo-

sion from being overfilled
with indignant disgust.
Seattle’s Elle Kerfoot air-
balled a three pointer, which
morphed a group of applaud-
ing students into a collection
of raging fanatics. From then
on when Kerfoot touched the
ball, she was haunted by the
gaffe because of the howling
students who vituperated,
‘AIR BALL AIR BALL,’
over and over until finally
she’d pass the ball in shame. 
The crowd’s most rambunc-

tious moment came when the
team was down two with a
minute left. Lauren Carter
skipped her way down the
court and picked up her drib-
ble from twenty-two feet out
to bury a three that nudged
CSUB to their first lead of
the game.

Later, with only 10.7 sec-
onds left and the game seem-
ingly in the ’Runners hands,
Seattle’s Kerfoot sank a three
to tie it, and everyone watch-
ing probably thought the
’Runners would have to wait
to win in overtime. But nev-
ermind that, Ceirra Ford
snatched the ball and drove
down the floor in a fury with
every other player on the
court racing with her: Ford
spun and contorted, then
lobbed an amazing dime pass
to Carter waiting in the paint,
and who then finished the
game and season with a win-
ning lay-up.  

Competiton draws a crowd

Ally Jones/The Runner
Jessica Browning maintains possession of the ball during a water polo game at CSUB March 10.

Ally Jones/The Runner
Gordon Griesel, a computer science

major, climbs the rock wall in CSUB's
recreation center March 11.

Women’s basketball vs.
Seattle University March 10.

Athlete of the
Week

Junior forward Lauren Carter
converted a layup with three
seconds left in the game to
catapult CSUB to the 89-87

win. Carter scored 21 points
in the game and tallied five

rebounds.

Photo courtesy of CSU Bakersfield
Athletic Communications
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Kristine Herman going for the lay-up against Seattle University at

the Icardo Center March 17.


