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SADDLE CREEK NEW RELEASES

S o r r y  A b o u t  D r e s d e n

L e t  It R e s t  

(L B J - 5 2 )
C D  $11

C u r s iv e

T h e  U g ly  O r g a n  
(L B J -5 1 )
C D /L P  $ 1 1 /$ 9

V a r i o u s  A r t i s t s

5 0
( L B J - 5 0 )
2 x C D  $ 1 0  L P  $ 9

R ilo  K i le y

T h e  E x e c u t i o n  o f  A ll 

T h i n g s  ( L B J -4 7 )  
C D /L P ‘$ 1 1 /$ 9

B r i g h t  E y e s

L IF T E D  o r  T h e  S t o r y  is  in  
t h e  S o i l ,  K e e p  Y o u r  E a r  t o  
t h e  G r o u n d  ( L B J - 4 6 )  

C D /2 x L P  $11 /$11

SADDLE CREEK | WWW.SADDLE-CREEK.COM | PO BOX 8554 | OMAHA NE 68108-0554 PRICES INCLUDE FOURTH 
CLASS SHIPPING. FOR INTERNATIONAL RATES PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE. SECURE CREDIT CARD 
TRANSACTIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE ATWWW.SADDLE-CREEK.COM. WELL-CONCEALED CASH, CHECK 
OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO SADDLE CREEK.

* A two disc sampler featuring one previously released track as 
well as one new and exclusive track from Azure Ray, Bright Eyes, 
Cursive, Desaparecidos, The Faint, The Good Life, Mayday, Now It's 
Overhead, Son Ambulance, Sorry About Dresden, and Rilo Kiley. 22 
Songs on the CD /11 Songs on the LP

Note: Vinyl version only has the 11 new songs - it does not contain 
the 11 previously released tracks.



N O T  A  S U B S C R I B E R ?

W H A T  A R E  Y O U  W A I T I N G  F O R ?

S o m e  c o m m o n  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  C l a m o r  M a g a z i n e  i n c l u d e :

a )  “ I w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h e  m a g a z i n e  i s n ’t  g o i n g  t o  f o l d  a s  s o o n  a s  I 

s u b s c r i b e . ”

b )  “ T h e  $ 1 8  s e e m s  m u c h  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  t h e  $ 2 7  p l u s  t a x  t h a t  I 

p a y  f o r  t h e  m a g a z i n e  o n  t h e  n e w s s t a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r . ”

c )  “ I r u n  s c r e a m i n g  f r o m  a n y  s o r t  o f  c o m m i t m e n t ,  a n d  o n e  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  

s a m e  m a g a z i n e  g i v e s  m e  t h e  c o l d  s w e a t s . ”

A f t e r  p u b l i s h i n g  C l a m o r  f o r  o v e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  n o w ,  w e  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  

w e ’ r e  n o t  g o i n g  a n y w h e r e ,  a n d  w e ’d  l o v e  t o  h e l p  y o u  s a v e  s o m e  m o n e y  

i n  y o u r  m a g a z i n e - b u y i n g  b u d g e t .  S u b s c r i b e  n o w  a n d  g e t  s i x  i s s u e s  o f  

C l a m o r  d e l i v e r e d  t o  y o u r  m a i l b o x  a n d  k n o w  t h a t  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  p a y ­

m e n t  g o e s  a  l o n g  w a y  t o w a r d  k e e p i n g  C l a m o r  o n  t h e  n e w s s t a n d s  n e x t  t o  

s u c h  s t e l l a r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a s  M a x i m ,  S t u f f ,  a n d  G l a m o u r .

O h  y e a h ,  a n d  i f  y o u  d e c i d e  a f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s ,  t h a t  y o u  “ j u s t  w a n t  t o  b e  

f r i e n d s , ”  w e  p r o m i s e  w e ’ ll t o t a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d .



EDITORS

Jen Angel •  Jason Kucsma

CONSULTING EDITOR
Joshua B reitbart

PROOFREADERS

Hal Hixson, C atherine Komp, Scott Puckett, 

C hristine Wong, Gabby Resch, Kristen 

Schm idt

LAYOUTS. DESIGN

Jason Kucsma

COVER.
Ernie Terrell, pho tographer unknown 

ADVERTISING
R ates and dead lines ava ilab le  upon 
request. P lease  call 4 1 9 - 3 5 3 - 7 0 3 5  or v isit 

w w w .clam orm agazine.org /advertising .pdf

PRINTING:
W estcan P rinting Group,

Winnipeg, M anitoba, C anada 
P: 8 6 6 - 6 6 9 - 9 9 1 4

WEB DESIGN:

Derek Hogue

CLAMOR is a b i-m o n th ly  m agazine . Single 

copies are  $4 ppd and 6 issue  subscrip tions 

are  $18  ppd in th e  US (O utside of the  

US sing le is su es  are  $6 and  a 6 - i s s u e  

subscrip tion  is $25 in US Funds). Checks 
may be m ade payable to Become The Media.

BACK ISSUES:
are  av a ilab le  for th e  s tan d a rd  single copy 

rate . Visit w w w .clam orm agazine.org for 

more info.

DISTRIBUTION:
CLAMOR is d is tribu ted  to  s to res  and 

d istribu to rs by Big Top N ew sstand 

Services, 2729 Mission S tree t Suite 

201, San Francisco, CA 9 4 1 1 0 -3 1 3 1  
info@ bigtoppubs.com

CLAMOR is also  ava ilab le  th rough th e se  
fine d is tribution  outlets: Active Distribution 

UK, AK Press, Armadillo, D esert Moon, 
Doormouse, Ebullition, Em ma Mirian, Empire 

S ta te  News, Gordon & Gotch, Ingram , IPD,

Kent News, Last G asp, M arginal, Media 
Solutions, Milligan, One Source, Small 

C hanges, S tickfigure, Tower, and  Ubiquity.

CLAMOR (ISSN 15-34-9489) is published six times a year (Jan/  
Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec). ©2003 
in the US by Become The Media Incorporated, PO Box 1225, 
Bowling Green, OH 43402, Telephone: 419.353.7035.

Postmaster: Send address changes to Clamor Magazine 
PO Box 1225, Bowling Green, OH 43402.

Periodicals postage paid at Bowling Green, OH.

FROM YOUR EDITORS

F ew  p e o p le  k n o w  t h a t  c o - e d i t o r  J a s o n  w a s  a  c o m p e t i t iv e  d o w n h ill  s k ie r  o r  t h a t  h e  

p la y e d  h ig h  s c h o o l f o o tb a l l  o n  a  s t a t e  c h a m p io n s h ip  t e a m .  Y e a h , h e  s to o d  in  t h e  

m id d le  o f t h e  f o o tb a l l  f ie ld  in t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 9 1  w ith  t h e  r e s t  o f h is  t e a m m a t e s ,  

h e l m e t s  in t h e  a i r ,  y e l l in g  e c s t a t i c a l l y  a f t e r  r e a c h in g  a  g o a l  th e y  h a d  w o rk e d  

to w a r d  fo r  y e a r s .  A sk  h im  to  te l l  you  a b o u t  it s o m e t im e .  I t’s  p r e t ty  c o m p e l l in g  

s tu f f .

It s e e m s  s o m e t im e s  t h a t  a n  i n t e r e s t  in i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i t ic s ,  c u l tu r e ,  m e d ia ,  o r  

a r t  is  m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s iv e  to  a n y  in t e r e s t  in s p o r t s  a n d  r e c r e a t io n .  O f c o u r s e  w e  

a l l k n o w  t h a t  p r o f e s s io n a l  s p o r t s  c a n  b e  p r e t ty  m e s s e d  u p  in a  lo t o f w a y s  ( c o r ­

r u p t io n ,  h o m o p h o b ia ,  s e x is m ,  a n d  r a c i s m  to  n a m e  j u s t  a  fe w ) . B u t t h e  e l e m e n t s  

o f p e r s o n a l  a n d  t e a m  a c h ie v e m e n t  a n d  s e l f  d i s c i p in e  n e e d e d  to  r e a c h  d e s i r e d  

g o a l s  is  p r e t ty  u n iv e r s a l .  A nd  t h e r e  a r e  a n a r c h i s t  s o c c e r  t o u r n a m e n t s ,  in d y  

ro c k e r  f a n t a s y  b a s e b a l l  l e a g u e s ,  a n d  s p o n t a n e o u s  k ic k b a l l  g a m e s  h a p p e n in g  

in  s o m e  o f t h e  m o s t  u n lik e ly  p l a c e s .  S o  w h y  a r e  s p o r t s  w r i t t e n  o ff  a s  s o m e t h in g  

r e s e r v e d  fo r  m a in s t r e a m  A m e r i c a n s ?  E v e ry w h e re , j u s t  like  w ith  f ilm  o r  m u s ic ,  

th e r e  a r e  p o c k e ts  o f s p o r t s  e n t h u s i a s t s  d o in g  t h e i r  o w n  th i n g  a n d  m a k in g  

w a v e s .  W h e th e r  y o u ’re  w o rk in g  to  a c h ie v e  o u r  p e r s o n a l  b e s t  th r o u g h  p r a c t i c i n g  

T ’a i  C h i (p . 3 1 )  o r  c o m p e t i n g  in  a  t r i a th l o n  (p . 3 1 ) ,  o r  you a r e  e n jo y in g  t h e  s o c ia l  

n a t u r e  o f  s p o r t s  ( lik e  b o w lin g  a t  t h e  s a m e  a l le y  fo r  2 0  y e a r s  w ith  g r e a t  f r i e n d s  

(p . 1 3 ) ) , w e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  a l l  n e e d  a  l i t t l e  m o re  r e c r e a t io n  in  o u r  l iv e s  a n d  t h a t  

a l l to o  o f te n  w o rk  w in s  o u t  o v e r  p la y . T h is  i s s u e  o f  C la m o r  is  f i l le d  w ith  p e o p le  

w h o  e n jo y  s p o r t s  f o r  a l l  t h e  r ig h t  r e a s o n s ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  k n o w  w h e re  to  d i r e c t  

a  l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t iv e  c r i t ic is m  to w a r d  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  g a m e s .  It is  o u r  p l e a s u r e  to  

c e l e b r a t e  t h e s e  p e o p le  in  t h i s  i s s u e .

E v en  m o re  t h a n  t h a t ,  w e  w a n t  p e o p le  t o  le a d  l e s s  s e d e n t a r y  l iv e s . W e a l l  e n c o u r ­

a g e  e a c h  o th e r  t o  b e c o m e  m o re  a c t iv e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  in m a k in g  a r t  a n d  

m e d ia ,  a n d  in e a c h  o th e r ’s  l iv e s  in  g e n e r a l .  A nd  i t ’s  r e a l ly  a b o u t  le a v in g  b e h in d  

t h e  p a s s i v e  li fe  o f w a tc h in g  TV a n d  c o n s u m i n g  c u l tu r e  i n s t e a d  o f m a k in g  it . W e 

h o p e  you  f in d  s o m e  a f f i rm a t io n  o r  i n s p i r a t io n  in s o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  in  t h i s  i s s u e  

o f  C la m o r .

T h a n k s ,  a s  a lw a y s ,  fo r  r e a d in g ,

P .S . W e’v e  n e g l e c te d  to  m e n t io n  it fo r  a  c o u p le  i s s u e s ,  b u t  C la m o r  is  n o w  ( a n d  

h a s  b e e n  fo r  a b o u t  6  m o n th s )  p r in t e d  u s in g  v e g e t a b l e ,  s o y - b a s e d  in k s .  T h is  

i s s u e  a l s o  m a r k s  a n  e x p e r im e n t  in u s in g  u n c o a t e d  s to c k  ( t h a t  is  a l s o  c h lo r in e — 

a n d  a c i d - f r e e ) .  L et u s  k n o w  w h a t  you  th in k :  in f o @ c la m o r m a g a z in e .o r g

CLAM OR'S m is s io n  is  to  p ro v id e  a  m e d ia  o u t l e t  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  r e a l i ty  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  p o l i t ic s  a n d  

c u l tu r e  in  a  f o r m a t  t h a t  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  to  p e o p le  f ro m  a  v a r ie ty  o f  b a c k g r o u n d s .  CLAMOR e x i s t s  to  fill 

t h e  v o id s  le f t  by m a in s t r e a m  m e d ia .  W e r e c o g n iz e  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a c h  o f  u s  c a n  a n d  

s h o u ld  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  m e d ia ,  p o l i t ic s ,  a n d  c u l tu r e .  W e p u b l i s h  w r i t in g  a n d  a r t  t h a t  e x e m p lify  th e  

v a l u e  w e  p la c e  o n  a u to n o m y ,  c r e a t iv i ty ,  e x p lo r a t io n ,  a n d  c o o p e ra t io n .  CLAMOR is  a n  a d v o c a te  of 

p r o g r e s s iv e  s o c ia l  c h a n g e  th r o u g h  a c t iv e  c r e a t io n  o f p o l i t ic a l  a n d  c u l tu r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s .
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P E O P L E

9  D iv in e  S e c r e t s  o f  t h e  H o o p s  S i s te r h o o d

In te rv ie w  by T e s s .  L o tta

1 3  R o ll in ’ a t  t h e  B ig  2 0

L is s a  G o tw a ls

1 4  R e i n v e n t in g  T ra d i t io n :

S e n s e i  M ike E s m a i lz a d e h  

In te rv ie w  by D a n ie l B u r to n ro s e

1 7  K ic k in ’ It: A G irl a n d  a  G a m e

C a ro ly n  C h e rn o f f

1 8  A f te r  t h e  C a m e r a s  S to p  F la s h in g

Tw o A th le te s  A fte r  t h e  L im e l ig h t  F a d e s  

K ari L y d e rse n

C U L T U R E

2 4  B e t t i e s  o n  B o a rd s

M y riam  G u rb a

2 7  F o r t h e  P o l i t ic s  o r  t h e  P la y o f f s ?

A F a n ’s  D ile m m a  

C h a r l e s  S h a w

2 9  M in o r  L e a g u e  U n iv e r s ity

M ic h a e l C a ld e ro n e

3 1  My T r ia th lo n

C h r is  B e n e v ic h

3 1  My C h i

B eck y  S ic k in g

3 2  P la y  is  N o t a  G a m e

S h e p h e r d  S ie g e l

E C O N O M I C S

3 6  B lo o d s p o r t :

C o c k f ig h t in g  in A m e r ic a  

R u s s e l l  C o b b

3 9  T h e  G re tz k y  E f fe c t

M ickey  Z.

4 0  N o te s  f ro m  a  M e s tiz a  S u rv iv o r

A r ia n a  V igil

S E X  &  G E N D E R

4 4  H ow  Q u e e r s  B e c a  m e  W h i te

G ay  Id e n t i ty  a n d  t h e  F a i lu r e s  o f  S i n g l e - I s s u e  P o li t ic s  

J o n a th a n  K idd

4 6  O n t h e  S id e l in e s

G irls  a n d  Id e n t i ty  in  F o o tb a l l  C o u n try  

E l iz a b e th  C lin e

P O L I T I C S

5 0  D estroying  M o th e rs

T h e  E m m a  G o ld m a n  P a p e r s  P ro je c t  

In te rv ie w  by S e a n  C a rs w e ll

5 4  T h e  F u tu r e  o f  W o m e n 's  S p o r t s  i s  in  J e o p a r d y

Jo d i H e lm e r

5 5  T h e  W a r  o n  I m m ig r a n t s

R a v i G ro v e r

M E D I A

6 0  W a lk  L ike a  W a rr io r : 

D e a d  P re z   

In te rv ie w  by R o s a  C le m e n te

6 2  B r in g in g  It All B a c k  H o m e:

So N ew  M e d ia  

J o s h  M e d s k e r

6 4  L e g e n d a ry  A th le te s :

M id w e s t  H ip H op fo r  t h e  M a s s e s  

In te rv ie w  by J a s o n  K u c s m a

6 5  B re a k in g :

T h e  U rb a n  S o ld ie r ’s  O r ig in a l G a n g s t e r  R e v o lu tio n  

E m ilia  W ile s , J a s o n  T ira d o , a n d  D av id  V ie ra

6 6  V o lc a n o  B o a r d i n g ... S e r io u s ly

Z o l ta n  I s tv a n

R E V I E W S

2 0  B o o k s  & Z in e s

3 4  C e n s o re d  N e w s

4 1  H is to ry

4 2  F ilm

4 8  S e x  o n  P a p e r

5 8  A g i ta to r s

6 3  S o u n d s



Letters

P le a se  a d d re s s  le tte rs  to  le tte rs@ c la m o rm a g a z in e .o rg  or w rite 

u s  a t  PO Box 1225 B ow ling G reen, OH 4 3 4 0 2  

L e tte rs  m ay be ed ite d  fo r len g th . 

Not all le tte rs  received  will be p rin ted .

W o r s t  A c t i v i s t  M e e t i n g  E v e r

R e a d in g  th e  la te s t  i s s u e s  o f  C la m o r  w a s  like b e in g  

in th e  w o rs t  ac tiv is t m e e tin g  ev e r. C o n s ta n t  w h in ­
ing a b o u t  p riv ileg e , a n d  falling  o v e r  e a c h  o th e r  to  

b e  m o re  politically  c o r re c t th a n  th e  la s t  p e r s o n ,  
w ith m u c h  in tro sp e c tio n  a b o u t  w hy  th e  w ork ing  

c la s s  w h o  y o u  all ho ld  s o  d e a r  is  still s o  a lien , 

like a  s t r a n g e  fo re ig n  o b je c t, e v e n  a s  y o u  s h o v e  
m id d le -c la s s  po litic s  d o w n  o u r  th ro a ts .

A s fo r th e  s e x  is s u e  (N o v /D ec  2 0 0 2 ) , it m a k e s  

T ro tsk y ’s  T h e ir  M o ra ls  a n d  O u rs  s e e m  like a n  
e ro t ic  thriller. S o m e h o w , th in k in g  a b o u t  h o w  h o rn y  

e m o  t e e n a g e r s  c a n  ja c k  off a n d  e v e n  s o m e h o w  
fe e l m ora lly  s u p e r io r  a b o u t  h o w  th e y  d o  th a t 
d o e s n ’t d o  a n y th in g  fo r m e .

W e  ju s t  c a n n o t  a llow  th e  m o s t libera l, id e n ­

tity -po litic s, n e w  a g e  c ra p  b e  th e  le g a c y  o f  th e  

a n a rc h o p u n k  a n d  h ip h o p /ra p  a n d  b a s ic a lly  w h ite / 
b la c k /e tc  m ilitan t w ork ing  c la s s  c u l tu re  o f  th e  la s t 
2 0  y e a r s .  H a v e n ’t w e  all h a d  e n o u g h  d o -g o o d e r , 

s p in e l e s s  p o litic s  fo r o n e  life tim e?

A  c o n c e rn e d  r e a d e r  
R e y n o ld sb u rg , OH

N o t  A ll P r o p r i e t a r y  S o f t w a r e  I s  E v i l

“S o f tw a re ” ( J a n /F e b  2 0 0 3 )  b y  K a th le e n  G lo v e r 

(w h ich  I e n jo y e d )  r a is e d  s o m e  i s s u e s  w ith  w h ich  
I h a v e  s o m e  r e le v a n t  e x p e r ie n c e .  S pec ifica lly , th e  

a u th o r ’s  s ta t e m e n t  “T h e  s im p le s t  r e a s o n  to  s u p ­

p o rt o p e n  s o u r c e  s o f tw a re  is  th a t  it’s  b e t te r ” is  a  
g r o s s  o v e r -g e n e ra liz a tio n .

I a m  a  p ro fe s s io n a l s o f tw a re  e n g in e e r . U s e r s  
c h o o s e  m y  c o m p a n y 's  s o f tw a re  o v e r  th e  free ly  

a v a ila b le  o p e n  s o u r c e  a l te rn a t iv e s ,  b e c a u s e  o u r  

p ro p rie ta ry  c o d e  p ro v id e s  th e m  w ith  b e t te r  

f e a tu r e s ,  quality , a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e . W e p ro v id e  
u p d a te s  a n d  s u p p o r t,  b e c a u s e  w e  w a n t  c u s to m e r s  
to  k e e p  c h o o s in g  o u r  s o f tw a re .

T h e  fa c t  th a t  M icro so ft p u b lis h e s  p ro p rie ta ry  

s o f tw a re  d o e s n ’t  m a k e  all p u b lis h e r s  o f  p ro p rie ta ry  
s o f tw a re  n a s ty , h e g e m o n ic  b e h e m o th s .  T h e  fa c t 

th a t  f r e e  o p e n  s o u r c e  a p p lic a t io n s  a r e  a v a ila b le  

d o e s n ’t m a k e  th e m  b e tte r .
In c re a tin g  s o f tw a re  fo r  a  s p e c if ic  te c h n ic a l o r  

a r t is tic  ta s k ,  a  d is tr ib u te d  h e rd  o f  h o b b y is t  p ro ­
g r a m m e rs  (n o  m a tte r  h o w  e n th u s ia s t ic )  will ra re ly  

o u tp e rfo rm  th e  fo c u s e d  e ffo r ts  o f  w e ll-fu n d ed  

e x p e r ts .

B. B.

L os A n g e le s , CA

S i n g u l a r i t y  H y p o t h e s i s  I s  L a u g h a b l e

I’m  s o  tired  o f  h e a r in g  th e  p s e u d o s c ie n tif ic  h o k u m  

o f  R a y  K urzw eill a n d  Bill J o y  re g u rg i ta te d  o v e r  
a n d  o v e r  a g a in , a s  J a m e s  Bell did in h is  a rtic le

“T e c h n o to p ia ”( J a n /F e b  2 0 0 3 ) . To s e t  th e  re c o rd  

s tra ig h t: th e  n o tio n  th a t  o u r  so c ie ty , in all its t e c h ­
n o lo g ica l g lory, is  a p p ro a c h in g  a  “s in g u la r ity ” (a t 

w h ich  th e  m a c h in e s  p re s u m a b ly  ta k e  o v e r  a n d  g e t  
b a c k  a t  u s  fo r c e n tu r ie s  o f e n s la v e m e n t  a s  to a s t ­

e r s  a n d  re n ta l c a r s )  is a b o u t  a s  valid  a s  th e  no tion  

th a t  te le d i ld o n ic s  will s o o n  re p la c e  rea l s e x .

A s  Bell n o te s ,  th e  n o tio n  u n d e rly in g  all o f  th is  is 
th a t  c o n v e rg e n c e  o f ro b o tic s , n a n o - , a n d  b io te c h  
will s p a w n  w h a t is  litera lly  new , artificial life. O nly  
p ro b le m  is  th a t  n o n e  o f th e s e  d is c ip lin e s  is  u p  to  it, 
co llec tiv e ly  o r  individually . F o r e x a m p le : th e  th r e a t  

p o s e d  by  n a n o te c h  bo ils  d o w n  to  a  d e c a d e s -o ld  
en d -o f- th e -w o rld  s c e n a r io  (k now n  a s  th e  “g ra y  
g o o ” h y p o th e s is )  in w h ich  m ic ro s c o p ic  se lf-rep li­
c a tin g  m a c h in e s  run  a m o k  a n d  tu rn  all a v a ila b le  

e n e rg y  a n d  m a te r ia l in to  m o re  m ic ro s c o p ic  m a ­
c h in e s ,  i.e . g ra y  g o o . F u n  id e a , b u t its  in v e n to rs  

n e g le c te d  th e  f a c t th a t  a n y  m ic ro s c o p ic  critte r, 
b e  it n a tu ra l o r  h u m a n -m a d e , m u s t  c o p e  w ith  th e  

s a m e  p h y s ic a l c o n s tr a in ts  th a t  o u r  w orld  im p o s e s  
o n  all life. T h a t is  to  s a y , w e  m ig h t s o m e d a y  c r e a te  

a n  aritifical b u g  c o m p a ra b le  to  e x is tin g  b a c te r ia  
a n d  p a th o g e n s ,  b u t th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  o n e  s o  

o m n iv o ro u s  is b e y o n d  p r e p o s te ro u s  —  w e re  it 

p o s s ib le , n a tu re  w o u ld  h a v e  likely d o n e  it a lre a d y . 
(W hich  is a l s o  to  s a y , th e  g ra y  g o o  h y p o th e s is  is 

a n  e x a m p le  o f h o w  w e  o v e re s t im a te  o u r  p o w e rs  o f 

d e s ig n  w h ile  u n d e re s t im a t in g  th e  r a te  o f  ev o lu tio n  

o n  e a r th  —  9 9 %  o f  all s p e c i e s  th a t  e v e r  lived  a r e  

n o w  d e a d ,  a n d  in a  s in g le  lifetim e m o th e r  n a tu re  

t e s t s  m o re  n e w  d e s ig n s  th a n  w e  co u ld  e v e r  h o p e  

to  c a ta lo g u e .)

F e w  o f  th e  m a te r ia ls  w e  c r e a te  h a v e  e v e n  
o n e - te n th  th e  durab ility , s tr e n g th , o r  v e rsa tility  o f 
n a tu ra l sk in , b o n e ,  a n d  m u s c le . A nd  s p e a k in g  a s  

a  r e s e a r c h e r  w h o  c o u n ts  c o m p u ta t io n a l n e u ro ­

s c ie n t is ts  a m o n g  h is  c lo s e  f r ie n d s , I c a n  tell you  

th a t  th e  b a c k b o n e  o f  th is  w h o le  s in g u la rity  —  th e  

n o tio n  th a t  m a c h in e s  will b e c o m e  s m a r t ,  like u s , 
is b e y o n d  la u g h a b le . J u s t  h av in g  a  c o m p u te r  th a t 

c a n  d o  a s  m a n y  c a lc u la tio n s  (a n d  th a t  te rm  c a n  

on ly  b e  u s e d  in th e  a b s t r a c t  w h e n  re fe rrin g  to  
n a tu ra l b ra in s )  a s  a  h u m a n  b ra in  d o e s n ’t  m e a n  

it will in a n y  w a y  b e  s e n t ie n t .  W e  a l r e a d y  h a v e  
c o m p u te r s  th a t  a r e  a s  in te llig en t a s  r o a c h e s  a n d  

p o s s ib ly  sm a ll m a m m a ls -  d o  th e y  ru n  a m o k ?  H av e  

th e y  w o k e n  u p  a n d  s ta r te d  a c tin g  in d e p e n d e n tly ?
T h e  o n e  re a l th r e a t  a m o n g  Bell’s  list o f  h o b ­

g o b lin s  is  b io te c h  —  b u t p ro b a b ly  on ly  fo r  th e  v e ry  

m u n d a n e  r e a s o n s  th a t  G M O  c ro p s  c o n ta m in a te  
n a t iv e  s e e d  a n d  o u r  in e v ita b le  tin k e rin g  w ith  o u r  
ow n  g e n o m e  will p ro b a b ly  le a d  to  m an y , m a n y  

th a lid o m id e -s ty le  in c id e n ts .

T h e  p ro b le m  w ith  lav ish in g  s o  m u c h  a t te n t io n  
o n  th e s e  p a p e r  t ig e r s  is  th a t  it d is tr a c ts  from  th e  

rea l is s u e s ,  th e  re a l th r e a ts .  A s th e  p re -e m in e n t 
c o m p u ta t io n a l a n d  p h y s ic a l fo rc e  o n  E a rth , a n d  

likely to  r e m a in  s o  fo r th e  f o r e s e e a b le  fu tu re , w e  

re m a in  th e  g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r  to  o u r s e lv e s  a n d  to  

th is  p la n e t. T h e  “s ix th  e x tin c tio n ” th a t  Bell s o  glibly 

a t t r ib u te s  to  th e  c o n v e rg e n c e  o f  m a n  a n d  m a c h in e

is m u c h  m o re  d irec tly  th e  re s u l t  o f  e x p lo s iv e  
p o p u la tio n  g ro w th  a n d  a n  e v e r-m o re -v o ra c io u s  

c a p ita l is t  m aw . W e ’ll g e t  fa r  m o re  m ile a g e  t in k e r­

ing w ith o u r  so c ia l te c h n o lo g ie s  th a n  w e ll  e v e r  

g e t  w ring ing  o u r  h a n d s  o v e r  a  v is io n  o f  th e  fu tu re  

fu e le d  m o re  by o u r  lo v e  o f  s ta r ry -e y e d  s c ie n c e  fic­

tion  f a n t a s ie s  th a n  by sc ie n tif ic  fac t.

C h r is to p h e r  M im s 
A tla n ta , GA

N 1 7  M i s r e p r e s e n t e d

I w a s  v e ry  d is a p p o in te d  w ith y o u r  a rtic le  o n  th e  
N o v e m b e r  17 R e v o lu tio n a ry  O rg a n iz a tio n  th a t  

a p p e a r e d  in C la m o r (“R e a d y , A im , M isfire” N ov/ 

D ec  2 0 0 2 ) . N ot on ly  is  th e  a r tic le  filled w ith in a c ­
c u ra c ie s  a n d  b a s e l e s s  s p e c u la t io n s ,  th e  a u th o r  

b a s ic a lly  p a r ro ts  w h a t is  a l r e a d y  b e in g  s a id  b y  th e  

c o rp o ra te  m e d ia .
T h e  a rtic le  tr ie s  to  p a in t th e  p ic tu re  o f  N 17  a s  a n  

is o la te d  g ro u p  o f a d v e n tu r is ts .  H o w e v e r, if y o u  a c ­

tu a lly  ta lk  to  G re e k  a c tiv is ts  a n d  a n a ly z e  th e  G re e k  
political c lim a te , th e  s itu a tio n  a p p e a r s  to  b e  q u ite  

d iffe ren t. F o r  in s ta n c e , it h a s  b e e n  re p o r te d  in th e  
c o rp o ra te  m e d ia  o n  m o re  th a n  o n e  o c c a s io n  o v e r  

th e  y e a r s ,  th a t  N 17  is  e x tre m e ly  difficult to  c ra c k  
d o w n  o n , n o t o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  u n d e rg ro u n d  

s o p h is tic a tio n , b u t b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  s o  m u c h  

s y m p a th y , from  G re e k  so c ie ty , a n d  e v e n  w ith in  th e  
G re e k  s ta te .

I h a v e  s e v e ra l  f r ie n d s  th a t  re c e n tly  tra v e le d  
th ro u g h  G re e c e ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  g re w  u p  th e re .  

S h e  c la im s  th a t  n e a r ly  e v e ry o n e  s h e  s p o k e  to  in 

h e r  h o m e  to w n  s u p p o r ts  N 17  a n d  h o p e s  th a t  th e y  
c o n tin u e  ca rry in g  o u t  a c tio n s .

It is n o t c le a r  to  m e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  “N 1 7 ’s  m a n y  

k illings a n d  a t ta c k s  a g a in s t  U S  m ilitary  c o n c e rn s  
a n d  G re e k  b u s in e s s e s  m e a n t  little” —  b u t it is  c le a r  

to  m e  th a t  n o t  o n c e ,  n o t a n y w h e re , h a s  s ig n if ican t 
a n d  w id e s p re a d  s o c ia l c h a n g e  b e e n  a c h ie v e d  

w ith o u t th e  u s e  o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  v io le n c e . P ac ifism  
is  n o t a n  a d e q u a te  too l fo r c h a n g e  b e c a u s e  th e  

ru ling  c l a s s  h a s  a rm e d  itse lf p re c is e ly  b e c a u s e  it 

is  n o t in te re s te d  in p e a c e .  P a c if ism  th e re fo re  c a n  
o n ly  b e  u s e d  to  a c h ie v e  m in o r s tru c tu ra l a d ju s t­

m e n ts  w ith in  a n  im p e ria lis t s y s te m  o f  s ta te  con tro l 
(if e v e n  th a t) . N 17  r e c o g n iz e s  th is  o b v io u s  p o in t 

a n d  th e y  a r e  d o in g  w h a t  s o  fe w  a r e  w illing to  d o : 

re ta lia te  a g a in s t  th e  m u rd g re rs  a n d  b lo o d  th irsty  
m e rc h a n ts  u s in g  th e  o n ly  l a n g u a g e  th a t  th e y  u n ­
d e r s ta n d .

S tr a te g y  a s id e ,  w h a t  is  w o rs t  a b o u t  th e  artic le  

is  th e  to ta l la ck  o f  s y m p a th y  w ith  t h o s e  a r r e s te d  

fo r  a l le g e d ly  b e in g  in vo lved  in N 17 . Y ou claim  
th a t  th e  po lice  " c ra c k d o w n ” o n  N 17  r e v e a ls  th a t 

th e y ’re  ju s t  a  sm a ll g ro u p  th a t  la c k s  p artic ip a tio n  

from  s tu d e n t s  a n d  ra n k  & file w o rk e rs . E v e n  if th is  
is  tru e , it w o u ld n ’t  m e a n  th a t  N 1 7  is  ineffective, 
irre le v a n t, o r  c o u n te r - re v o lu tio n a ry . B u t s o u rc e s  

s h o w  th a t  th is  is n o t tru e , a n d  th a t  N 1 7 e v o lv e d  o u t



o f s tu d e n t  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  th e  c l a s s  s tru g g le  a n d  

is  a  r e s p e c t e d  p a r t  o f  th e  rev o lu tio n a ry  trad itio n  

in G re e c e .  If N 17  is sm a ll, s o  w h a t?  A nd  m o re  to  

th e  po in t, th e  on ly  r e a s o n  w e  h a v e  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  

th e y ’re  sm a ll is b e c a u s e  th e  p o lice  tell u s  s o  a n d  
b e c a u s e  few  o f  th e ir  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  c a u g h t.

You c h a rg e  th a t  N 17  is  a  “fam ily  c l iq u e ” b e ­
c a u s e  tw o  b ro th e r s  w e re  a r r e s te d  fo r  a l le g e d  

in v o lv e m e n t in th e  g ro u p . I'm  s o r ry  to  inform  y ou  

th a t  it’s  n o t on ly  th e  tw o  b ro th e r s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  
a r r e s te d .  M any  o th e r s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  a r r e s te d  o r  

d e ta in e d .  M o st o f th o s e  a c c u s e d  o f  N 17  m e m b e r ­
s h ip  c la im  th e y  a r e  in n o c e n t, a n d  w e  h a v e  e v e ry  

r e a s o n  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e y 'r e  te lling  th e  tru th . T h e  

a u th o r it ie s  h a v e  n o t b e e n  a b le  to  p e n e t r a te  N 17  

fo r 2 0 +  y e a r s  a n d  th e y  a r e  on ly  d o in g  s o  n o w  th a t  

th e y ’re  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  to  a r r e s t  N 17  m e m b e r s  to  

p re v e n t  th e m  from  d is ru p tin g  th e  O ly m p ics , w h ich  
a r e  p la n n e d  to  b e  h e ld  in G r e e c e  s o m e t im e  in 

2 0 0 3 . M any  G re e k s  b e l ie v e  th a t  t h e s e  a r r e s t s  a r e  

b e in g  m a d e  m e re ly  to  te rro riz e , a s  e v id e n c e d  by  a  
g ro w in g  n u m b e r  o f  G re e k s  w e a r in g  “I a m  N O T  a  

m e m b e r  o f  N o v e m b e r  17" t-sh ir ts .
F o r  a  m o re  in -d e p th , w e ll- ro u n d e d  a n a ly s is  

o f  N o v e m b e r  17  a n d  rev o lu tio n a ry  m o v e m e n ts  

in G re e c e ,  I r e c o m m e n d  i s s u e s  #9-11  o f  G re e n  
A n a rc h y  m a g a z in e .  T h e y  a r e  a v a ila b le  fo r $ 2  e a c h  

from  G re e n  A n arch y , P O  B ox  1 1 3 3 1 , E u g e n e ,  O R  

9 7 4 4 0 . E m ail: g r e e n a n a r c h y @ ta o .c a

E r ic  B la ir  

T o le d o ,  O H

W ell m y  r e s p o n s e  is  b a s ic a lly  th a t  “E ric  B lair" 

(G e o rg e  O rw e ll's  r e a l  n a m e , h a r  h a r) , th o u g h  h e  

c la im s  th a t  I m a d e  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  fa c tu a l  e rro rs , 

a c tu a lly  n a m e d  o n ly  o n e  fa c tu a l erro r. T h a t w a s  a  

p o o r  tra n s la tio n  o f  G re e k  te x t a b o u t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
p o lic e  killed. I t 's  w orth  n o tin g  th a t  h e  a l s o  m a k e s  

tw o  t r a n s p a re n t  fa c tu a l  e r ro r s  in h is  le tte rs , c la im ­

in g  a )  th a t  o n ly  tw o  b ro th e r s  w e re  a r r e s t e d  ( th re e  

w e re )  a n d  th a t  b) I m a d e  th e  c la im  th a t  t h e s e  w e re  
th e  o n ly  p e o p le  a r r e s te d .  I d o  not.

I f in d  it a m u s in g  th a t  h e  s id e s  with th e  c o rp o ra te  

m e d ia , p e d d lin g  its  “G r e e c e  is  s o f t  o n  te rro rism  
line b e c a u s e  P A S O K  a r e  s e c r e t  C o m m ie s "  a s  a  

d e m o n s tra t io n  fo r  w id e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  fo r N 17 , 

th e n  a c c u s e s  m e  o f  p a r ro t in g  th e  c o rp o ra te  m e ­

dia .

I find  it r id ic u lo u s  th a t  h e  a s s u m e s  I ’m  a  p a c if is t  
o r  a rg u ip g  fo r a  p a c if is t  p o s itio n , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  

th e  a r t ic le  q u o te s  Trotsky, o n c e  th e  l e a d e r  o f  a  
little s o m e th in g  c a l le d  th e  R e d  Army. H e  s im p ly  

a s s u m e s  th a t  a ll v io le n c e  a g a in s t  th e  s ta t e  is  r e v o ­

lu tio n a ry  v io len ce . T h e re  is  a  c l e a r  p o litic a l d iffer­

e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  v io le n c e  u s e d  b y  a n  o p p r e s s e d  

c l a s s  a n d  v io le n c e  u s e d  b y  a  tiny  c lique.

I find  it b iz a r re  th a t  h e  th in k s  th a t  ta lk in g  to  

“G re e k  a c tiv is ts "  (b y  w h ich  is  h e  o b v io u s ly  m e a n s  

a n a rc h is t  s u p p o r te r s  o f  N 17) w o u ld  g iv e  h im  a  b e t ­
t e r  e s tim a tio n  o f N 1 7 ’s  a f fe c t a n d  s ta tu s  n a tio n w id e  

th a n  a c tu a lly  ta lk in g  to  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  r e a l  G re e k  

p e o p le  -  th e re  a r e  w id e ly  d iv e rg e n t o p in io n s  o n  

N 1 7  th ro u g h o u t th e  coun try , e s p e c ia l ly  a m o n g  th e  

b r o a d e r  a c tiv is t com m unity .
‘M y fr ie n d  to ld  m e  th a t  e v e ry o n e  in  h e r  h o m e  

to w n  lik e s  N 1 7 ’ i s n ’t a  p o w e rfu l a rg u m e n t. C a n  
h e  s p e a k  o r  r e a d  G re e k ?  I c a n , a n d  h a v e  th r e e  

G re e k - la n g u a g e  TV  c h a n n e ls  a n d  a c c e s s  to  
s ig n if ic a n t a m o u n ts  o f  li te ra tu re , b o th  a b o v e  a n d  

u n d e rg ro u n d , in  th e  la n g u a g e .  N 1 7  i s n ’t  w idely  
la u d e d  -  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  s m ile s , s o m e  

eye -ro llin g , lo ts  o f  c o n s p ir a c y  theory , a n d  traffic- 
a c c id e n t  ru b b e rn e c k in g  s in c e  th e  c ra c k d o w n .

H e  a l s o  in s is ts  th a t  N 1 7  e m e r g e d  from  th e  s tu ­
d e n t  p r o te s t s  a n d  c l a s s  s tru g g le . N o  sh it. I s p e n d  

s e v e r a l  p a r a g r a p h s  s a y in g  th e  s a m e  e x a c t  th ing . 

B u t N 1 7  d e g e n e r a t e d  g re a t ly  s in c e  th e n , b e c a u s e  
it w a s  c u t  o ff  from  th e  m a s s  p o litic s  o f  th e s e  

m o v e m e n ts . F a r  from  e v e n  b e in g  u n iq u e , th is  is  

b a s ic a lly  w h a t h a p p e n s  w h e n e v e r  a  m o v e m e n t 
s p l in te r s  in to  c e ll activity. T h a t’s  th e  w h o le  p o in t  o f  

th e  artic le .

H e  a l s o  m i s s e s  th e  b a ld  f a c t th a t  th e  p o lic e  
p e n e t r a te d  N 1 7  n o t b e c a u s e  th e y  s u d d e n ly  

g a in e d  m a g ic  p o w e r s  d u e  to  p r e s s u r e  a p p l ie d  b y  

th e  O lym pic  C o m m itte e , b u t  b e c a u s e  a  w a y w a rd  
b o m b  o u te d  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  g ro u p !

B asica lly , “E ric  B la ir’’ s e t s  u p  a  s tr a w m a n  o f  

p ac if ism , p r e t e n d s  th a t  I d i s a g r e e  w ith h im  o n  

N 1 7 ’s  o rig in s, a n d  fa ils  to  s u b s t a n t i a te  h is  ow n  

c la im : th a t  N 1 7 's  te r ro r  c a m p a ig n s  s h o w e d  tru e  

“re v o lu tio n a ry  so lid a rity ."  T h e  n u ll-e ffec t o f  its 
c a m p a ig n  o v e r  n e a r ly  3 0  y e a r s  (n o t o n e  re fo rm , 

n o t  o n e  v ic to r io u s  strik e , n o t o n e  th e o re tic a l 

b re a k th ro u g h , n o t  o n e  im p o r ta n t m a s s  m o v e m e n t 

s p a r k e d  b y  N 17) s h o w s  th e  p o w e r  o f  m y  a n a ly s is .

N ick M a m a ta s  
J e r s e y  City, N J

SUBMISSIONS

C la m o r  is  built from  e v e ry d a y  fo lk s  like y o u . P le a s e  ta k e  s o m e  tim e  to  c o n ta c t  u s  if y o u  h a v e  a n y  id e a s  

th a t  y ou  w o u ld  like to  s e e  in C lam or.

C la m o r a c c e p t s  s u b m is s io n s  o f  p r in te d  w o rk  a n d  a rtw o rk  o n  a n  o n g o in g  b a s is .  O n  o u r  w e b s ite , 

w w w .c la m o rm a g a z in e .o rg , u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  “p a r t ic ip a te ,” th e r e  a r e  d e a d lin e s  a n d  to p ic  s u g g e s t io n s  

w h ich  m a y  h e lp  you  d e te rm in e  w h e n , a n d  w h a t, to  co n tr ib u te . H o w ev er, m a n y  w o rk s  a r e  a c c e p te d  re ­

g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  th e y  fit w ith  th e  c o v e r  sto ry , o r  th e m e , o f  a n  is s u e .

G o t a n  id e a ?  L e t u s  h a v e  it! Tell u s  a b o u t  w h a t is  im p o rta n t to  y o u , w h a t  is  g o in g  o n  in y o u r  c o m ­

m unity , o r  s o m e o n e  (o r s o m e th in g )  y o u  find in sp irin g . If a  m a g a z in e  w a s  m a d e  ju s t  fo r  y o u , w h a t  w ou ld  

y ou  w a n t  it to  in c lu d e ?

D ra fts  s h o u ld  b e  s u b m it te d  to  in fo @ c la m o rm a g a z in e .o rg  (p re fe r re d )  o r  to  C lam o r, P O  B ox  12 2 5 , 

B ow ling G re e n ,  O H  4 3 4 0 2 . W ritten  w o rk s  s h o u ld  b e  l e s s  th a n  2 ,5 0 0  w o rd s .

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad s  are  $10 per insertion with a  maximum of 
40  w ords. C ontact classifieds@ clam orm agazine.org for 
information or call 419.353.7035

W ant to  live th e  s o lu tio n s ?  Rural and  urban communities 
 w elcom e visitors and  potential m em bers. Write 

FEC, HC 3, Box 3370-CL, Tecum seh, MO 65760. $3.00 
appreciated , fec@ ic.org www.thefec.org/tr/clamor

THE WISHING WELL - W om en w ho love w om en 
w rite/m eet EVERYWHERE through loving alternative 
since 1974. Supportive, confidential. Introductory copy 
US $5 ppd. (discreet). MCA/isa. F ree  information: 
PO  Box 178440, S an  Diego CA 92177-8440. Fax/ 
phone (858) 270-2779. www.wishingwellwomen. 
Laddiewww@ aol.com

W e are  looking for a  m ale  a n d  fem ale  lead  ra p p e rs  with 
singing ability for a ROCK RAP FUSION. P lea se  send  
video and audio of yourself to Slam  Jam z  R ecords 8391 
Beverly Blvd. #352, Los A ngeles CA 90048. Mini DV or 
VHS will be accep ted  plus key information and contact 
abou t yourself. M aterials will not be  returned, p lease  
allow 4 to  6 w eeks for response . T hank you Contact: 
kavonshah@ slam jam z.com

EQUAL will be hosting the fifth annual Mid-Atlantic 
W omyn’s  Rights and Em pow erm ent C onference 
the  w eekend  of M arch 28, 2003. For m ore informa­
tion, p lease  check  out the  EQUAL w ebsite  (http: 
//orgs.jm u.edu/equal) or e-mail jm uequal@ yahoo.com .

THE BLACK BLOC PAPERS: All the  m ajor com m u­
niques issued  by the  North American Black Bloc prior 
to and  following every  major dem onstration from S e ­
attle (N30) through Q ueb ec  (A20), with com m entary and 
analysis. Available directly through the  editors at: G reen 
Mountain Collective BO Box 76 Montpelier, VT 05601 or 
through AK P re ss  online a t ww w .akpress.org

W E  D  L I K E

T O  S H O W  Y O U

A N  E X A M P L E  O F  O U R  

A T T E N T I O N  T O  D E T A I L ,
IM PE C C A B L E  B IN D I N G . A N D  
E M P H A S IS  O N  A N  O V E R A L L  
POSITIVE PRINTING EXPERIENCE

BUT YOU RE ALREADY HOLDING ONE.

Wcslcan Printing Group. Proud to print 
countless journals, books and magazines 
at the forefront o f the literary and art 
worlds. Call today and change your 
perception of printing. W e s t c a n

P R IN T IN G  CROUP

84 D urand Road, Winnipeg. M anitoba C anada R2J 3T2 
WWW.WESTCANPG.COM TOLL FREE 1.866.669.9914 fax . 204-669-9920



CONTRIBUTORS

Unless noted, all contributors can be reached care of 

Clamor, PO Box 1225, Bowling Green, OH 43402,

P e e t  B a ld w in  (p. 32) s p e n d s  all h is  f ree  tim e d e s ig n ­

ing, cu rren tly  c rea ting  cu s to m  w alle ts , b a g s , and  

stenc il printing g rap h ic s  on  t-sh irts. Em ail him a t 

n o n s to p 3 1 5@ y ah o o .co m .

C h r is  B e n e v ic h  (p. 31), principal o f A q u eo u s  Humor, 

LLC, ca n  b e  found  th is  w inter along  th e  C h icago  

Lakefront Bike P a th  gaz in g  longingly a t  th e  w ater.

S e a n  C a rs w e ll  (p. 50) is o n e  o f th e  c o -fo u n d e rs  of 

R a z o rc a k e  M ag az in e  a n d  th e  au th o r  of a  book  o f e s ­

s a y s : G lue a n d  Ink R ebellion . You can  re a c h  him a t 

s e a n @ ra z o rc a k e .c o m .

C a ro ly n  C h e rn o f f (p .  17) h a s  b e e n  know n to 

ra ise  sm all am o u n ts  o f hell an d  h o u se p la n ts  in b e ­

tw ee n  kickball m a tc h e s . A te a c h e r , g ra d u a te  s tu d en t, 

an d  p e a c e  w orker, s h e  is a  tem p o ra ry  re s id e n t of 

P h iladelph ia  on  loan from  C h icago . A m ong o th e r 

a l ia s e s , C arolyn  is T h e  M otherfucking C la sh : o n e  girl, 

o n e  guitar, a n d  a  w ho le  lot of hair g re a s e .  You can  

c o n ta c t h e r  a t  ia m ray d av ies@ y ah o o .c o m .

E liz a b e th  C lin e  (p. 46) is a  f re e la n c e  w riter living in 

N ew  York. Em ail h e r  a t  ec line@ ho tm ail.com .

R u s s e l l  C o b b  (p. 36) is a  na tive  O k lahom an , a n d  a  

f re e la n c e  w riter an d  docto ral s tu d e n t in co m p ara tiv e  

litera tu re a t  th e  U niversity of T exas  a t  A ustin . C o n ta c t 

him a t  rco b b @ m ail.u te x as .ed u .

Z a n n e  d e J a n v ie r  (p. 44) h a s  b e e n  working a s  a  

p ro fess io n a l illustrator s in ce  1990 . H er w ork h a s  a p ­

p e a re d  in T he S F  Weekly, O utW eek, O n O ur B acks, 

A m erican  Brew er, The S F  B ay  G uard ian , The S F  B ay 

Times, G irlfriends, F a t Girl, an d  F righ ten  th e  H o rse s  

am o n g  o th e r pub lications. S h e  currently  lives in 

P o rtland , O R, w h e re  s h e  ru n s  a  q u e e r  n ightclub and  

w orks for th e  local GLBTQ n ew sp ap e r, J u s t  Out.

B ra n d o n  F a lo o n a  (p. 9) is a  S ea ttle  p h o tog rapher, 

so ftw are  te s te r , an d  m ed ia  activist. R e c e n t ph o to ­

g rap h ic  w ork ca n  b e  s e e n  a t  s ea ttle .in d y m ed ia .o rg  

a n d  in th e  W inter is s u e  of Yes! m a g az in e . B ran d o n ’s 

p h o to s  in th is  is s u e  of C lam or a re  licen sed  C rea tive  

C o m m o n s  (h ttp ://c rea tiv eco m m o n s.o rg /licen ses/b y - 

n c -sa /1 .0 ). You ca n  ca tch  up  with B randon  a t  http: 

//fa lo o n a .co m /b ran d o n , o r  via b ra n d o n @ fa lo o n a .n e t.

L is s a  G o tw a ls  (p. 17) is a  d o cu m en ta ry  p h o to g ra ­

p h e r  living in D urham , NC. T h e  re c e n t arrival of 900  

re fu g e e s  to  North C aro lina h a s  insp ired  h e r  m ost 

rec e n t pho to  w ork. O n e  d ay  s h e  will co m p le te  h e r  

C ertificate  in D ocum en tary  S tu d ie s  a t  th e  C en te r  

for D o cum en ta ry  S tu d ie s  a t  D uke University. N ext 

up, trekking in th e  Bolivian A n d es . C o n ta c t h e r a t 

L go tw als@ hotm ail.com .

A fter a  fo u r-year se n te n c in g  a t  K endall C o llege  o f Art 

& D esign , H e le n  G riffin  (p. 2 7 ,4 0 )  is now  a  f ree lan ce  

illustrator a n d  d es ig n e r. S h e  is currently  resid ing  in 

M ichigan, w h e re  s h e 's  dodg ing  bill co llec to rs  an d  

pim ping h e r  illustrations on th e  in te rn e t w hile hustling 

h e r  g rap h ic  d e s ig n  portfolio on  th e  s tre e t co rn e rs . To 

view  m o re  of h e r  w ork visit w w w .helengriffin .com .

R av i G ro v e r  (p. 55) cu rren tly  re s id e s  in C h icag o  

w orking to w ard s  a  d e g re e  in H um an -C o m p u te r 

In teraction . H e h a s  b e e n  involved in th e  z ine  world 

for a lm o s t e ig h t y e a rs  with h is  w ritings focusing  

on  rac ism  is s u e s . He can  b e  re a c h e d  at: Ravilu- 

tion, P O  Box 8 0 2 1 0 3 , C h icago , IL 6 0 6 8 0 -2 1 0 3  or 

san y as i@ ju n o .co m .

M yriam  G u rb a  (p. 24) is a  high sch o o l te a c h e r  in 

Long B each , CA. S h e  rece iv ed  a  B.A. from  UC 

B erkeley  in 20 0 1 . S h e  h a s  w orked  a s  an  editorial 

a s s is ta n t  a t  O n O u r B ac k s  M agazine . H er writing h a s  

a p p e a re d  in B e s t A m erican  E ro tica 2003 , B e s t F e tish  
E rotica, B ed ro o m  E y es, Tough Girls, a n d  a  varie ty  of 

print m a g a z in e s . An avid s k a te r  chick, s h e  en joys  

w eird m ovies, dirty jo k e s , a n d  pho tography .

J o d i  H e lm e r (p. 54) is a  f re e la n c e  w riter in Portland , 

O R . H er w ork h a s  a p p e a re d  in N ervy Girl, th e  P o rt­

la n d  Tribune, M oxie, an d  C ollege  B ound . To view  

J o d i’s  w ork, visit h e r  on line a t  w w w .jodihelm er.com .

Z o lta n  Is tv a n  (p. 66) is a  f re e la n c e  w riter a n d  v ideo 

journa list. His fo o ta g e  of vo lcano  board ing , a long  with 

o th e r  a d v e n tu re s  h e  filmed in V anuatu , recen tly  aired  

on N ational G eo g rap h ic  Today, w hich is th e  N ational 

G eo g rap h ic  C h a n n e l’s  daily n e w s  show .

J .  K idd (p. 44) is a  m e m b e r o f th e  N ew  H aven  

c h a p te r  of Food  N ot B om bs. H e can  b e  re a c h e d  a t 

m a lc o n ten t_ 2 0 0 3 @ y ah o o .co m .

T e s s .  L o tta  (p. 9) is a n  in d e p e n d e n t journa list, an  

ed ito r fo r S e a t tle 's  Belltow n P a p e r , a n d  crea trix  of 

E x p e rim en ta l C an d y  z ine . S h e  d o u b le s  a s  a  ro ck s ta r 

in B obbitt —  a  h ig h -o c tan e  b la s t o f F em M etal an d  

political sp o k e n  w ord . Find o u t m ore  a b o u t h e r  a t 

h ttp ://a rtis ts .m p3s.com /a rtis ts /399 /bobb itt.h tm l or 

fem m etal@ ho tm ail.com .

K ari L y d e rs e n  (p. 18) is a  ch ic a g o -b a s e d  rep o rte r  

fo r th e  W ash ing ton  P o s t  an d  instruc to r in th e  U rban 

Youth In ternational Jo u rn a lism  program . Em ail h e r  a t 

K arilyde@ aol.com .

J o s h  M e d s k e r’s  (p. 62) w ork h a s  a p p e a re d  in 

th e  A n ch o rag e  P re s s , th e  S F  B ay  G uard ian , 

F ric tionm agazine .com  an d  o th e r  fine publications. He 

is cu rren tly  study ing  c rea tiv e  writing in A ustin , TX, an d  

publish ing  th e  literary zine, Tw enty-Four H ours. He 

ca n  b e  re a c h e d  a t  in c re a se th e g re a se @ e lv is .c o m .

E rik  R o s e  (p. 24) is originally from  th e  tow n of E tch-a- 

S k e tc h e s  but now  lives in C o lum bus, OH. H e is a  staff 
w riter a n d  illustrator T astes  Like C hicken . His p a re n ts  

alw ays th o u g h t h e  w ould grow  up  to b e  w eird —  they  

ju s t  d idn’t think h e ’d b e  th a t w eird. S e e  m ore  o f his 

w ork an d  c o n ta c t him th ro u g h  w w w .tlchicken.com .

J u s t in  S h a d y  (p. 17) knew  from  a n  ea rly  a g e  th a t 

h e  w an te d  to  p lay m usic . But s in c e  h e  n e v e r  le a rn ed  

to  p lay a n  in s tru m en t an d  c a n ’t s ing  w orth a  dam n , 

h e  g o t into pho tography . H e ru n s  his ow n hu m o r and  

en te r ta in m e n t publication  ca lled  ta s te s  like chicken. 

C h eck  Ju stin  a t ju s tin sh a d y .c o m  an d  tlch icken .com .

C h a r le s  S h a w  (p. 27) is a n  author, political activist, 

a n d  th e  Editor-in-Chief of N ew top ia  M ag az in e  (www. 

n ew to p iam ag a z in e .n e t) . His d e b u t novel, U nfin ished  

P ortra its , will arrive in s to re s  so m e tim e  n ex t year. His 

w ork a p p e a rs  regularly  in N ew topia , Clam or, P unk  

P lan e t, U R C hicago, an d  3 am  M ag az in e . H e lives in 

C h icag o  in th e  s h a d e  o f th e  s k y sc ra p e rs , lovin’ ev e ry  

m inu te  o f it.

B e c k y  S ic k in g  (p. 31) lives with a  m usic ian  h u sb an d , 

tw o c a ts , a n d  a  ram b u n c tio u s, a lb e it delightful, five 

y e a r  old. S h e  su rp rised  e v e ry o n e  by significantly  

ch an g in g  h e r  u nhea lthy  lifestyle for th e  better. B efore 

a n y o n e  c o n c lu d es  th a t s h e ’s  go tten  to o  se rio u s , 

s h e ’d like to point o u t h e r e te rn a l love o f a  good 

s te a k , a  raunchy  joke , an d  loud punk  rock. S h e  can  

b e  re a c h e d  a t  beck y sg o n g @ ao l.co m .

S h e p h e r d  S ie g e l 's  (p. 32) artic le  in th is  is s u e  is 

b a s e d  on  h is  boo k -in -p ro g ress  a b o u t how  play IS 

socia l tran sfo rm ation . D oc S ieg e l is th e  fo rm er 

b a s s  p lay er for S w ingm atism  an d  Thin Ice. He 

now  le a d s  th e  C o llege  a n d  C a re e rs  initiative for 

S e a t tle  P ublic  S ch o o ls . H e c a n  b e  co n ta c te d  a t  

bam alam a@ m in d sp rin g .co m .

A ria n a  Vigil (p. 40) is a  P h .D . s tu d e n t in C h ic an a /o  

L iteratu re a t  C ornell University. S h e  is a  d ie -hard  

v eg a n  w ho  g e ts  h e r  kicks writing le tte rs  to  th e  editor, 

dum pster-d iv ing , an d  se c re tly  carry ing  on  a  c lo se  

p e rso n a l relationsh ip  with h e r cell p h o n e . S h e  ca n  b e  
re a c h e d  a t  v eg a n sp ee d 1 9 8 0 @ h o tm a il.co m .

E m ilia  W ile s  (p. 60 , 65) cu rren tly  re s id e s  in B rook­

lyn, NY a n d  w orks a s  th e  P ro g ram  D irector o f the  

In ternational C en te r  o f P h o to g rap h y  S choo l a t  H unts 

P o in t C om m unity  C en ter, a  p rog ram  th a t o ffers free  

ph o to g rap h y  c la s s e s  in th e  S o u th  Bronx. Emilia 

h a s  b e e n  th e  Art D irector a n d  P ro g ram  D irector of 

th e  hip h op  ac tiv ist m a g a z in e  R e d e y e . Em ail h e r  a t 

ew iles@ w esley a n .ed u .

C h r is t in e  W o n g  (p. 55) is a  C h in e se  A m erican  artist, 

illustrator, an d  d e s ig n e r  living in O ak land , CA. You 

ca n  s e e  h e r  w ork on  s tr e e t lam p s  in E a s t O ak land , 

ga lle ries  like P roA rts G allery  (O ak land), an d  a t 

C hristineW ong.org .

J T  Y o st (p. 29) d o e s n ’t en joy  o rg an ized  sp o rts , but he  

did ow n a  copy o f th e  A tlanta F a lc o n ’s  “Falcon  Fever" 

45 . It w a s n 't  a s  good  a s  th e  “P a c -m a n  fever" album . 

S e q u e ls  n ev e r  a re . C h eck  o u t w w w .jtyost.com . C om ­

ing soon : w w w .jtyostlhe lec tricb o oga loo .com

M ickey  Z. (p. 39) is th e  au th o r  o f S av in g  P riv a te  P ow ­

er: The H idden H isto ry  o f  The G o o d  War, F orgo tten  

N ew  York: S m all S lices  o f  a  Big A pple, a n d  The Mur­

dering  o f  My Years: A rtists a n d  A ctivists M aking E n d s 
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P E O P L E

L a u r i e  H o d g e s ,  a  f o r w a r d  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  N o r t h r i d g e ’s  L a d y  

M a t a d o r s ,  l a b o r s  t o  b l o c k  P e t r a  J a c k s o n ,  a  n u m b e r  t w o  g u a r d  f o r  t h e  P  a n d  P  

L a d y  E x p r e s s .  C l e a r l y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  p l a y e r s ,  J a c k s o n  s h o w s  

n o  f e a r  a s  s h e  g l i d e s  i n  a n o t h e r  tw o .  T e a m m a t e  P a u l e t t e  M a r t i n  m o v e s  d o w n  c o u r t  

f o r  d e f e n s e ,  w r a p p i n g  u p  a  m a n a g e a b l e  71  t o  5 8  w in  o v e r  t h e  L a d y  M a t a d o r s .  E a s ­

i e r  p i c k i n g s  f o r  t h e  L a d y  E x p r e s s  c o m p a r e d  t o  r u n n i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  h o m e t o w n  W N B A  

t e a m ,  t h e  S e a t t l e  S to r m .  B u t ,  f o r  t h i s  c l u b  t e a m ,  t a k i n g  i t  t o  t h e  g l a s s  is  a s  s w e e t  a s  

i t  g e t s .

T h e  P  a n d  P  L a d y  E x p r e s s  i s  a  s e m i - p r o  e x h i b i t i o n  t e a m  o f  p o s t - c o l l e g i a t e  

p l a y e r s  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  W e s t e r n  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  I n d i a n a - P u r d u e .  A s  a  

f e m a l e  a t h l e t e ,  J a c k s o n  f a c e d  a  g r i m  l a n d s c a p e  w h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  b a s k e t b a l l  c a r e e r  

a f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  S o u th e r n  I l l i n o i s  i n  1 9 8 6 . A n  a l u m n u s  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  V a l l e y  

C o n f e r e n c e ,  s h e  w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  p l a y i n g  a g a i n s t  o v e r s e a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t e a m s  

h i r e d  a s  o p p o n e n t s  f o r  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g i a t e  s e a s o n .  J a c k s o n  s e t  t o  

w o r k  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  g a t h e r i n g  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l - l e v e l  p l a y e r s  w h o  w e r e  s e a r c h i n g  

f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i th i n  th e  U .S . ,  a n d  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  h e r  c o l l e g e  c o n t a c t s ,  s h e  b e g a n  

m a r k e t i n g  a  U .S . - b a s e d  c l u b  t e a m  t o  c o a c h e s .  W i th  t h e  t e a m  n o w  in  S e a t t l e ,  J a c k s o n  

s h a r e s  m a n a g e m e n t  d u t i e s  w i t h  M a r t i n .

J a c k s o n  a n d  M a r t i n  s h a r e  a  l e g a c y  w i th  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  h a l t e d  

b y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e x i s m .  Y e t  c o m m o n  t o  t h e  e a r l y  T i t l e  I X  g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  

h u m b l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w h i l e  g r a t e f u l  t o  a  l a w  t h a t  e n s u r e d  th e m  

e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  a n d  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s .  W o m e n ’s  s p o r t s ,  in  g e n ­

e r a l ,  a r e  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  to  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  in f l u e n c e  o f  T i t l e  I X .  A  r e c e n t  

s t a t i s t i c  r e p o r t e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  in  f e m a l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s p o r t s  o f  o v e r  3 0 0  p e r c e n t  

s i n c e  1 9 7 1 ;  t h e  y e a r  T i t l e  I X  b e c a m e  la w . D e s p i t e  a  g r o w i n g  o p p o s i t i o n ,  l a r g e ly  

m a d e  u p  o f  m a l e  c o a c h e s  a n d  a t h l e t e s  w h o s e  s p o r t s  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

e n j o y e d  h e a l t h i e r  b u d g e t s  t h a n  in t e r e s t ,  T i t l e  I X  i s  c r e d i t e d  f o r  e n a b l i n g  w o m e n ’s  

b a s k e t b a l l  t o  t a k e  r o o t .  A n d  J a c k s o n  a n d  M a r t i n ’s  r e s o l v e  g r o w s  t h a t  m u c h  s t r o n g e r .  

P o s i t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  c l u b  t e a m s  l i k e  t h e i r s  g r o w i n g  in t o  a  s t r o n g  c a r e e r  

o p t i o n  f o r  w o m e n  p l a y e r s ,  t h e y  c r o s s  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  W N B A .

C l a m o r :  W h y  d i d n ’t  y o u  p l a y  o v e r s e a s  in  t h e  p r o  l e a g u e s  w h e n  y o u  

g r a d u a t e d ?

P e t r a  J a c k s o n  ( P J ) :  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  l o t  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p l a y  o v e r s e a s  

t h e n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t e d  o n l y  s i x  f e e t  a n d  o v e r  A m e r i c a n s .  B u t  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  t e a m s  w e r e  p l a y i n g  e x h i b i t i o n  g a m e s  o v e r  h e r e  a n d  s o m e  

w e r e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  s o m e  w e r e  n o t .  S o  I o r g a n i z e d  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  

L a d y  E x p r e s s  a n d  l a t e r  g a v e  [ t h a t  v e r s i o n  o f ]  t h e  t e a m  a w a y  t o  s o m e ­

o n e  w h o  k e p t  i t  g o i n g  w h i l e  I  s t a r t e d  c o a c h i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  J u n i o r  

c o l l e g e .

S o  y o u  b e c a m e  y o u r  o w n  a g e n t ,  m a n a g e r ,  a n d  p r o m o t e r  f o r  t h e  L a d y  

E x p r e s s ?

P J :  Y e s ,  I h a d  to  m a k e  t h e  t e a m  a n d  m a r k e t  i t  a c r o s s  t h e  U .S .  t o  c o l ­

l e g e s .  A n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  w e  h a d  n o  s p o n s o r s h i p ,  w e  h a d  to  s t a y  w i t h i n  

a  c e r t a i n  r a d i u s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  b y  v a n .  I n e t w o r k e d  w i t h  c o a c h e s  

t h a t  I k n e w  a n d  p l a n t e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  p l a y i n g  u s  l o c a l l y  a n d  m e e t i n g  

o u r  e x p e n s e s  w a s  f i n a n c i a l l y  b e t t e r .  A n d  a n o t h e r  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  e l e ­

m e n t  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h e n ,  a s  n o w ,  i t  is  a l w a y s  h a r d  f o r  

w o m e n  c l u b  t e a m s  t o  g e t  [ c o r p o r a t e ]  s p o n s o r s h i p ;  t h e y  w i l l  s p o n s o r  

m e n  a t  t h e  d r o p  o f  a  h a t .

S o  h o w  d o  y o u  m a k e  m o n e y ?

P J :  Y o u  r e a l l y  d o n ’t  w i t h o u t  s p o n s o r s  t o  c o v e r  c o s t s .  T h e  m o r e  t e a m s  

y o u  p la y ,  t h e  m o r e  m o n e y  y o u  h a v e  t o  p u t  o u t  f o r  t r a v e l  a n d  o t h e r  

e x p e n s e s ,  l i k e  t a k i n g  t i m e  o f f  f r o m  y o u r  j o b  o r  c a r e e r  i f  n e e d  b e .  W e  

d o  f u n d  r a i s e r s  t o  t r y  a n d  g e t  t h e  m o n e y  to g e th e r .  O n e  o f  o u r  t e a m ­

m a t e s  w o r k s  f o r  t h e  S o n i c s / S t o r m  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  w e  w e r e  a b l e  to  

h o l d  a  r a f f l e  w i t h  t i c k e t s  a n d  a n  a u t o g r a p h e d  b a s k e t b a l l .  W e  a l s o  

w a l k e d  a r o u n d  to  a  b u n c h  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  g e t  d o n a t io n s .  I t  is

d e f i n i t e l y  h a r d .  I  m e a n ,  I  w i s h  t h e  L o r d  w o u l d  j u s t  b l e s s  u s  w i t h  a  

s p o n s o r ;  i t  r e a l l y  w o u l d  n o t  t a k e  m u c h .

O n e  o f  y o u r  t e a m m a t e s  r e c e n t l y  w e n t  t o  t h e  W N B A  a n d  th e n  to  C h i n a  

t o  p la y ,  a n d  a  f e w  h a v e  l a n d e d  t r y - o u t s .  D o e s  p l a y i n g  w i th  t h e  L a d y  

E x p r e s s  o p e n  d o o r s  to  o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ?

P J :  F o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s ,  i t  i s  d e f i n i t e ly  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  s e e n  

a n d  n e t w o r k ,  a n d  f o r  s o m e  o f  u s ,  i t  is  b e c a u s e  w e  e n j o y  d o i n g  it .

P a u l e t t e  M a r t i n  ( P M ) :  I t  i s  a l s o  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a n  a t h l e t e  

t h r o u g h  c o l l e g e  y o u  a r e  u s e d  t o  b e i n g  in  s h a p e  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  c e r ­

t a i n  l e v e l  o f  a t h l e t i c i s m .  P l a y i n g  o n  th i s  l e v e l  a s s u r e s  c o m p e t i t i o n .

H a s  r u n n i n g  t h e  t e a m  b e c o m e  a n v  e a s i e r  w i th  t h e  v i s ib i l i t y  o f  th e  

W N B A ?

P J : N o t  f o r  c l u b  t e a m s  b e c a u s e  t h e  b r o a d e r  w o m e n ’s  g a m e ,  in  g e n e r a l ,  

is  u n d e r v a l u e d  s t i l l .  H o p e f u l l y  t h e y  c a n  s t a r t  p a y i n g  t h e  w o m e n  in  th e  

W N B A  b e t t e r  s o  I c a n  c o n t a c t  a l l  m y  f r i e n d s  f o r  s p o n s o r s h i p .  T h e  

m a le  [ p r o f e s s i o n a l ]  p l a y e r s  s p o n s o r  th e  m e n ’s  c l u b  t e a m s ,  b u t  t h e y  c a n  

a f f o r d  it

A  W a s h in g to n  T im e s  a r t i c l e  r e p o r t e d  t h e  m in im u m  W N B A  v e t e r a n  s a l ­

a r y  a t  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 .  M y  r e s e a r c h  h a s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  m o s t  v e t e r a n s  m a k e  j u s t  

o v e r  t h a t ,  a n d  t h e  l e a g u e  a v e r a g e  is  a b o u t  $ 5 5 ,0 0 0 .  I  h a v e  a l s o  r e a d  

t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s  h a v e  s e c o n d  j o b s  o r  p l a y  o v e r s e a s  to  m a k e  

e x p e n s e s  l i k e  t r a i n e r s  a n d  f a m i ly .  A r e  t h e r e  o t h e r  m o r e  l u c r a t i v e  o p ­

p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w o m e n  to  p l a y  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  b e s i d e s  t h e  W N B A  ?

P J :  T h e  t e a m s  o v e r s e a s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  to  b e  s t r o n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  is  th e  

[ A u s t r a l i a n ]  W N B L .  B u t  n e i t h e r  th e  W N B A ,  W N B L ,  n o r  o v e r s e a s



p a y s  e n o u g h ,  r e a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  o v e r s e a s  c a n  p a y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  

W N B A .  A n d  w h e n  I  w e n t  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  W N B L  p r o  c a m p s  a  c o u p l e  o f  

y e a r s  a g o  i t  w a s  o n l y  t h e  t o p  f o u r  p e o p l e  t h a t  g o t  p a i d  a n y w a y .  A t  t h a t  

t i m e  i t  w a s  a r o u n d  $ 3 ,5 0 0  a n d  a n  a p a r t m e n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p l a y e r ,  f o r  t h e  

s e a s o n ,  a n d  t h e n  d o w n  t o  $ 1 ,0 0 0  f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  t o p  p la y e r .

C l e a r l y  m o n e y  i s n ' t  t h e  o n ly  b a t t l e  f o r  f e m a l e  p l a y e r s .  W h a t  d i s c r i m i ­

n a t i o n  d o  y o u  f e e l  y o u  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a s  p l a y e r s  a n d  b u s i n e s s ­

w o m e n  in  a  m a l e  d o m i n a t e d  s p o r t  a n d  i n d u s t r y ?

P M :  I  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  s e e  i t  l e s s  l i k e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  m o r e  a s  t r y i n g  

t o  m a k e  in t e r e s t .  T h e  p u b l i c  n e e d s  t o  h a v e  in t e r e s t .  H o w  m a n y  h o u s e ­

h o l d s  a r e  g o i n g  to  w a t c h  t h e  W N B A  f in a l s  v s .  t h e  N B A ?  I n  o u r  c a s e ,  

d o i n g  q  f e m a l e  c l u b  t e a m ,  i t  i s  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  t h a t  i s  h a r d  t o  g e t .

I s  t h e  l a c k  o f  s p o n s o r s h i p  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s ?

P M :  I  c a n  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ,  y e s .  B u t  I b e l i e v e ,  e v e n tu a l l y ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e ­

c o m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  -  i t  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  b i g  t h i n g .  I t  d i d n ’t  s t a r t  o u t  w h e r e  

e v e r y  h o u s e h o l d  w a s  w a t c h i n g  t h e  N B A ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  t a k e  u s  

l o n g e r  t h a n  i t  h a s  t h e  m e n .  I t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  s o m e w h a t .  I  m e a n  s o m e  o f  

t h e  w o m e n ’s  [ c o l l e g e ]  p r o g r a m s  a r e  b e t t e r  h e a r d  o f  t h a n  t h e  m e n ’s . 

W h e n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  V o lu n te e r s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  y o u  th i n k  

o f  w o m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l .  S a m e  w i t h  L o u i s i a n a  T e c h .  E v e n  t h e  g u y s  w e  

p l a y  b a l l  w i t h  t h i n k  o f  w o m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l  w i t h  L o u i s i a n a  T e c h  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e  t e a m  h a s  b e e n  g o o d  a n d  d o m i n a n t  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .

D o  y o u  f e e l  T i t le  I X  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  c h a n g i n g  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  im ­

p r o v e d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  w o m e n ’s  a t h l e t i c s ?

P M :  D e f in i t e l y .  T i t l e  I X  o p e n e d  d o o r s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

w o m e n .  T i t l e  IX  is  a b o u t  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  p o p u l a r i t y ;  i t  i s  a n  e q u a l  d i s t r i ­

b u t i o n  t h i n g .  C o l l e g e s  a r e  p u t t i n g  m o n e y  in t o  t h e  s p o r t s  t h a t  h a v e  i n ­

t e r e s t ,  a n d  w o m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l  is  n o w  s e e i n g  h i g h e r  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c r e a t e d  b y  T i t l e  I X .  D o n ’t  g e t  m e  

w r o n g  h e r e  b u t  c o l l e g e  w r e s t l i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i s  n o t  a s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  

o v e r a l l  c o m p a r e d  t o  w o m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l .  D o n ’t  b l a m e  T i t l e  I X  f o r  t h e  

p u b l i c  t a k i n g  a n  i n t e r e s t  y h e n  o f f e r e d  a  c h o i c e .

P J :  H o w  m u c h  r e v e n u e  d o e s  f i e ld  h o c k e y  g e n e r a t e  c o m p a r e d  to  f o o t ­

b a l l ,  o r  m e n ’s  a n d  w o m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l ?  C o l l e g e s  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e i r  

[ s p o r t s  p r o g r a m ]  b u d g e t s  a n d  s e e i n g  w h a t  g e n e r a t e s  m o n e y  f o r  th e  

u n iv e r s i t y .  T h e y  a r e  r e e v a l u a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  m i n d s e t  t h a t  c o n s i d e r s  w h a t  

w r e s t l i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  m e a n s  t o  a  c e r t a i n  u n iv e r s i t y .  I f  y o u  h a v e  t h e  

f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  t e a m  m a k i n g  u p  a  t h i n  a u d i e n c e  f o r  a  t e a m  o f  2 0  g u y s ,  

a n d  p o s s i b l y  u p  t o  15  a r e  o n  s c h o l a r s h i p  -  r o o m ,  b o a r d ,  t u i t i o n ,  f e e s ,  

a n d  b o o k s  - -  t h a t ’s  a  l o t  o f  m o n e y .  T h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  

e v e n t u a l l y  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  b i g  p i c tu r e .

D o  y o u  f e e l  w e  a r e  r e a d y  to  d o  a w a y  w i th  T i t le  I X  th e n ?

P M :  N o ,  w e  d e f i n i t e l y  s t i l l  n e e d  i t  b e c a u s e  w i t h  i t  c o l l e g e s  w e r e ,  a n d  

s t i l l  a r e ,  f o r c e d  to  r e c o g n i z e  i n t e r e s t  in  w o m e n ’s  s p o r t s .  O n l y  i n  o u r  

l i f e t i m e  h a v e  w e  s t a r t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  T i t l e  I X .  E v e n  t h e  g a m e  

h a s  e v o l v e d  a s  i n t e r e s t  w a s  s u p p o r t e d .  W o m e n ’s b a s k e t b a l l  w a s  p l a y e d  

a t  h a l f - c o u r t  a t  o n e  t i m e .  I t  w a s  s ix  o n  s ix ,  t h r e e  p l a y e d  d e f e n s e  a n d  

th r e e  p l a y e d  o f f e n s e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .

P J :  I t  i s  t w o - f o l d .  T h e y  a r e  d e l e t i n g  s o m e  m e n ’s  s p o r t s  p r o g r a m s  a s  

w e l l  a s  w o m e n ’s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m o n e y  f a c t o r ,  s o  t h a t  is  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  

h a s  t o  b e  d o n e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y .  I f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  s i m p l e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e n  I  

c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  T i t l e  I X .  F o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  T i t l e  I X  

s t a y i n g  s t r o n g  is  i m p o r t a n t  t o  w o m e n ’s  s p o r t s .  W e  a r e  n o t  r e a d y  y e t  t o  

a c c e p t  a n d  c o m p e n s a t e  w o m e n  a t h l e t e s  o n  a n  e q u a l  b a s i s ,  b e  i t  h ig h  

s c h o o l  t o  p r o .

I  l o o k  a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s y m b o l s  o f  v a l u e  a n d  i t  i s  p r e t t y  c l e a r  t h a t  T i tle  

I X  is  i m p o r t a n t .  I n  S e a t t l e  a l o n e ,  t h e r e  a r e  tw o  m a s s iv e ,  b r a n d  n e w , 

s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  m e n  ,’v s p o r t s  c o m p le x e s .  W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  s a y  to  s o c i e t y  

a b o u t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  w o m e n  s  s p o r t s ?

P M :  T h a t  is  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  W e  h a v e  j u s t  a c h i e v e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p .  W e  a r e  

j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  s e e  w o m e n  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t h l e t e s .  I  m e a n  lo o k  a t  

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  t o d a y ;  c a n  y o u  i m a g i n e  t h e  w o m e n  o f  

t h e  p a s t  i f  t h e y  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  e m e r g i n g  t o d a y ?  W e  

w o u l d  h a v e  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  le a g u e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e e t e r i n g  o r  b a n k ­

r u p t  o n e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  h o p e f u l ly ,  e q u a l  p a y  s c a l e s .  T h e r e  a r e  r e c o r d s  

t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  s e t  b y  t h e  w o m e n  o f  y e s t e r d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  

a c h i e v e d  w i t h o u t  w h a t  s u p p o r t  w e  d o  h a v e  to d a y .  T h e  c a l i b e r  o f  

w o m e n  a t h l e t e s ,  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h i n g s  l i k e  T i t l e  I X ,  w i l l  j u s t  c o n ­

t i n u e  t o  im p r o v e .

P J :  A n d  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h e  m e n  a r e  w o r t h  a l l  t h a t  m o n e y  t h e y  a r e  p a y i n g  

th e m .  L o o k  a t  t h e  m e s s  i t  c a u s e s  w i t h  s a l a r y  w a r s  a n d  c o n f l i c t s .

A s  w o m e n  a t h l e t e s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  s p o r t s  s t a r s ,  t h e  b i o l o g y  i s s u e  w e  c a n  

n e v e r  e s c a p e  i s  h e a t i n g  u p . T h e  W N B A  is  p l a y i n g  a  P R  b a l a n c i n g  a c t  

b e t w e e n  s e l l i n g  s e x  v i a  w o m e n  p l a y e r s  a n d  i m a g i n g  th e m  a s  s e r i o u s  

a t h l e t e s .  H o w  d o  y o u  th i n k  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s t a t u s  q u o  o f  m a r k e t i n g  w o m e n  

a s  s e x  o b j e c t s  a f f e c t s  t h e  s p o r t ?

P M : I t d e p e n d s  w h a t  y o u  a r e  i n  i t  fo r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  A n n a  K o u m i k o v a ,  

s h e  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  a  d a m n .  P e o p l e  g e t  m a d  a t  h e r  b e c a u s e  s h e  is  m a k i n g  

m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  d o o r s  p l a y i n g  t e n n i s  h a s  o p e n e d  f o r  h e r .  Y o u  c a n ’t  b e  

m a d  a t  t h a t .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t s  i s  a  b u s i n e s s ,  f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  v i e w  

th e m s e l v e s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a s  b u s i n e s s w o m e n ,  s o  i f  y o u  lo o k  a t  i t  t h a t



w a y  i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  o p in i o n .  L o o k  a t  L i s a  H a r r i s o n  a s  a  p r i m e  e x a m ­

p le .  S h e  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  b e s t  l o o k i n g  p l a y e r  i n  t h e  W N B A  a n d  s h e  

w a s  a s k e d  t o  p o s e  f o r  P l a y b o y ,  b u t  t h e y  w o u l d n ’t  p a y  h e r  w h a t  s h e  

w a n t e d  s o  s h e  r e f u s e d .  A n d  I  d o n ’t  b l a m e  h e r .  H o w  m u c h  d o  t h e y  p a y  

M i c h a e l  J o r d a n  f o r  k e e p i n g  h i s  u n d e r w e a r  o n ?  C o n s i d e r  h o w  m u c h  

t h e y  w o u l d  s h e l l  o u t  i f  h e  w e r e  n a k e d .

S o  w h a t  y o u  ’r e  s a y i n g  is  t h a t  b y  u s in g  o u r  s e x u a l i ty  th e  s ta k e s  w i l l  b e  

h i g h e r  f o r  w o m e n  in  te r m s  o f  r e t u r n  o n  th e  in v e s tm e n t  a n d  p u b l i c  o p in ­

io n ?

P J :  F o r  m e ,  i f  h e y  a s k e d  m e  to  d o  a  J o c k e y  c o m m e r c i a l  w i th  s h o r t  b r ie f s  

a n d  w h a t  n o t ,  I  w o u ld  s ta n d  th e r e  [ to p le s s ]  w i th  m y  n ip p l e s  c o v e r e d  a n d  

m y  m u s c l e s  r i p p in g  o u t .  W h y  n o t  f l a u n t  it  i f  y o u  f e e l  g o o d  a b o u t  y o u r s e l f ?  

B u t  t h e y  a r e  c e r t a in ly  g o in g  to  p a y  m e  w h a t  t h e  g u y s  m a k e .

You h a v e  i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  m o d e m  f e m i n i s t  a r g u m e n t  o n  th i s  s u b je c t ;  d o  n o t  

d u m b  d o w n  o r  h id e  o u r  s e x u a l i ty  vs. w h a t  m e s s a g e  is  o u r  o w n e r s h ip  o f  it  

s e n d in g  w h e n  w e  c o o p e r a t e  in  s e x u a l iz i n g  o u r s e lv e s .

P M : Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  b r o k e  th a t  b a r r i e r  w a s  V e n u s  a n d  S e r e n a  W i ll i a m s . 

T h e y  d id  it o n  t h e i r  o w n ,  w h ic h  is  th e  im p o r ta n t  p a r t .  T h e y  d id  th e i r  th in g ,  

th e  c lo th e s  a n d  h a i r  o n  th e  c o u r t  b e c a u s e  th e y  w a n te d  to ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  fe e l 

g o o d  a s  w o m e n  a th le t e s ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  a n  a d v e r t i s e r  t o l d  t h e m  to  b e  l ik e  

th a t .  T h e y  a r e  b e in g  th e m s e lv e s .  W h a t  t h e y  a r e  s a y in g  a b o u t  S u e  B ird ,  

l ik e  th e  w r i t e r  in  t h e  S e a t t l e  W e e k ly  c o n s ta n t ly  c o m m e n t in g  o n  h o w  b e a u ­

t i f u l  s h e  is  l ik e  i t  is  m o r e  v a l u a b le  t h a n  h e r  g a m e ;  t h a t  is  n o t  u n d e r  h e r  

p o w e r .

A n d  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e , s h e  s h o u l d  n o t  a p o l o g iz e  f o r  h i s  c h o i c e  to  b e  a  c u l ­

tu r e  p i m p  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s p o r t s  w rite r .  I t  w a s  e a s y  f o r  h im  to  s e l l  a  b a s k e t ­

b a l l  p i n - u p  s to r y  to  h is  e d i to r s  r a t h e r  th a n  a  b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r  s t o r y  b e ­

c a u s e  c u l tu r a l l y  w e  a r e  t r a i n e d  to  v a lu e  h o w  c lo s e ly  s h e  r e s e m b le s  th e  

b e a u ty  m y th  o v e r  h e r  ta le n t ,  a n d  th e  a r t i c l e  r e f l e c t e d  th a t .  H o w  w o u l d  s h e  

c o n t r o l  t h a t ?

P M : I a m  O K  w i th  h im  m e n t io n i n g  h e r  lo o k s .  B u t  h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  

w h a t  s p o r ts  w r i t e r s  d o  a n d  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  h e r  g a m e  in  c o n t e x t  w i th  h e r  

a b i l i ty ,  n o t  in  c o n te x t  w i th  h e r  b e a u ty .  A n d  V e n u s  a n d  S e r e n a  g e t  th e  s a m e  

th in g .  L o o k  a t  th e  c a m e r a  a n g le s  n e x t  t im e .  I t  is  o n  th e i r  b u t t s  a n d  c h e s t  

m o r e  th a n  a n y th in g .

P J :  T h e y  w o u l d n ’t  d o  th a t ,  th o u g h ,  w i th o u t  th e  o u tf i ts .

P M : N o t  a s  m u c h ,  m a y b e ,  b u t  t h e y  d id  i t  b e f o r e  t h a t  to o .  I t  h a s  a lw a y s  

b e e n  a b o u t  th a t  a n y w a y ,  s o  w h y  n o t  b e  in  c o n t r o l  o f  i t  y o u r s e l f ,  f l a u n t  it 

y o u r  o w n  w a y  b e f o r e  th e y  d o . T h a t ,  f o r  m e ,  is  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  

V e n u s  a n d  S e r e n a  a n d  th e  S u e  B i r d  a r t ic le .

A t  l e a s t  th e  W N B A , a s  a  v is ib le  in s t i tu t io n ,  is  h a v i n g  a  d i a lo g u e  a b o u t  it. I  

h a v e  s u b m i t t e d  m y  o p in i o n s  to  p l a y e r s  o n  t h e i r  c h a t  b o a r d s .

P M : T h e y  a r e .  A n d  in  a  p l a y e r ’s  m in d  th e  c o m m e r c i a l s  a n d  e n d o r s e m e n ts  

a r e  h o w  y o u  k n o w  y o u  a r e  g o in g  s o m e w h e r e  i n  y o u r  c a re e r .  I t  g e t s  b a c k  

to  p u b l i c  in te r e s t .  C a r e s s  a n d  C a lg o n  n e e d  to  g e t  in to  th e  a c t  ( la u g h s ) .

P J :  Y e s , I  l i k e  t h a t  id e a ;  ‘A f t e r  a  h a r d  d a y ’s  w o r k  C a lg o n ,  t a k e  m e  a w a y . ’ 

B u t  it  s e r io u s ly  s h o u ld  b e  l ik e  th a t ,  j u s t  l ik e  th e  F le x a l l  c o m m e r c i a l s .  It 

t i e s  in  w i th  w h a t  th e  g u y s  d o  f o r  a  l iv in g .

D o  y o u  th in k  a  p l a y e r 's  lo o k s  in f lu e n c e  W N B A  p i c k s ?

P J :  E v e r y  t e a m  h a s  t h e i r  s p o k e s  m o d e ls .  Y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  s e e  S h a n n o n  

J o h n s o n ,  w h o  is  th e  b e s t  p o in t  g u a r d  in  th e  W N B A , n o  d i s r e s p e c t  t o  S u e  

B ird ,  b u t  y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  s e e  S h a n n o n  o n  a n y t h in g  b e c a u s e  s h e  is  n o t  a t ­

t r a c t i v e .  D o  y o u  e v e r  s e e  L a ta s h a  B y e a r s  d o in g  g u e s t  a p p e a r a n c e s ?  N o ,  

b e c a u s e  s h e  w a n ts  t o  w e a r  b r a id s  a n d  th e y  t h i n k  th a t  is  a  t h u g  ty p e  im a g e .  

T h e  W N B A  h a s  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  m a k e  m o n e y  o f f  o f .

P M : O h ,  b u t  t h e y  s h o w  th o s e  t h u g  g u y s !

T e ll m e  a b o u t  th e  g i r l s  c a m p  y o u  r u n  w ith  th e  t e a m ?

P J :  I  h a v e  b e e n  d o in g  c a m p s  f o r  y e a r s ,  a s  lo n g  a s  I h a v e  c o a c h e d  h ig h  

s c h o o l  a n d  J u n io r  C o l l e g e .  W e  lo v e  to  d o  it. T h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  t im e  w e  

s ta n d  b a c k  a n d  w a tc h  th o s e  k id s  a n d  a s k  e a c h  o th e r  th e  m a g ic  q u e s t i o n  o f  

h o w  g o o d  d o  y o u  th i n k  w e  w o u ld  b e  i f  w e  h a d  th i s  o p p o r tu n i ty ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

s ta r t in g  th a t  y o u n g .  I  d id  n o t  s t a r t  p la y in g  b a s k e tb a l l  u n t i l  n in t h  g r a d e .

P M : Y o u  g e t  s u c h  a  th r i l l  k n o w in g  th a t  y o u  h a v e  t a u g h t  th e s e  g i r l s  s o m e ­

t h i n g  a n d  th a t  y o u  a r e  s u p p o r t in g  th e m  a n d  t h e  f u tu r e  o f  t h e  w o m e n ’s 

g a m e .

I  b e t  th e y  lo v e  h a n g i n g  o u t  w i th  y o u .

P J :  W e  m a k e  i t  f u n ,  th e y  d o n ’t  j u s t  d r i l l ,  d r i l l ,  d r i l l .  L a d y  E x p r e s s  t e a m  

m e m b e r s  p l a y  in  a  lo t  o f  to u r n a m e n t s  a n d  g e t  f r e e  s tu f f ,  l i k e  b a g s ,  t - s h i r t s ,  

a n d  s w e a ts h i r t s .  W e  g iv e  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  o u t  a t  th e  c a m p  to  th e  g i r l s .  I  h a v e  

t r o p h ie s  m a d e  f o r  “ b e s t  d e f e n s e ,”  “ m o s t  im p r o v e d ,”  a n d  i t  c o s t  u s ,  b u t  w e  

a r e  t h i n k in g  a b o u t  m a k in g  i t  f u n  f o r  th e  k id s .  I t  is  r e a l l y  v e r y  r e w a r d in g .

W h e n  y o u  lo o k  b a c k  o n  s u c h  a  f u l l  c a r e e r  in  b a s k e tb a l l ,  w h a t  a s p e c t s  d o  

y o u  c o n s i d e r  to  b e  p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s e s ?

P J :  B a s k e tb a l l  h a s  b e e n  m y  li f e . I t  h a s  g iv e n  m e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  t h a t  I 

w o u l d n ’t  h a v e  h a d .  I w e n t  t o  s c h o o l  o n  s c h o la r s h ip .  I  p l a y e d  in  a  p r o  

le a g u e  c a l l e d  th e  W B A  a n d  t r a v e le d  w i th  th e  L a d y  E x p r e s s  a n d  h a v e  

m a d e  a  f a m i ly  w i th  th e m . C o a c h in g  a n d  g e t t i n g  in v o l v e d  w i th  t h e  u p  a n d  

c o m in g  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  r e w a r d in g  a s  w e ll .

P M : B a s k e t b a l l ,  i n  g e n e ra l ,  h a s  b r o u g h t  m e  a  c o l le g e  d e g r e e ,  f r ie n d s ,  

t r a v e l  a r o u n d  t h e  g lo b e .  I  g r e w  u p  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  s ix ,  a n d  m y  p a r e n t s  d id  

n o t  h a v e  a  lo t  o f  m o n e y ,  s o  I  c o u l d  n o t  im a g in e  n o t  h a v i n g  s p o r t ,  c o n s id e r ­

in g  th a t  i t  g o t  m e  w h e r e  I  a m  to d a y . N o t  o n ly  d o  y o u  g e t  a n  e d u c a t io n  

t h r o u g h  s c h o la r s h ip s ;  i t  te a c h e s  y o u  a s  a  p e r s o n .  I h a v e  le a r n e d  l i f e  s k i l l s ,  

h o w  to  d e a l  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  w a lk s  o f  p e o p le ,  a n d  h o w  to  a c c e p t  c e r t a in  

th in g s .  I t h i n k  th e  r i c h n e s s  o f  l i f e  is  w h a t  I g o t  m o s t ly  f r o m  b a s k e tb a l l  a n d  

w h e r e  I  a m  a t  to d a y .

A n d  e v e n  w ith  t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  h a v i n g  to  c r e a t e  m a n y  o f  th e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  

f r o m  s c r a t c h ?

P M : Y e s ,  b u t  I  h a d  to  g o  f o r  th e m ,  c a rv e  th e m  o u t ,  e v e n  in  p l a c e s  w h e r e  

th e r e  w e r e  n o n e  a v a i la b l e  to  m e . I t  s ta r t e d  w h e n  I  w a s  l i t t l e ,  w h e n  I  s ta r te d  

to  p l a y  b a s k e tb a l l  a n d  th e  b o y s  d i d n ’t w a n t  m e  to  p la y  b e c a u s e  I w a s  a  

g ir l .  P r e t t y  s o o n , I  g o t  b e t t e r  th a n  th e m  a s  a  p la y e r ,  a n d  t h a t  p r e p a r e d  m e  

f o r  th e  n e w  s e ts  o f  o b s ta c le s .

P J: W i th  P  a n d  P  L a d y  E x p r e s s ,  w e  a r e  g iv in g  w o m e n  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  

c o n t in u e  p la y in g  b e c a u s e  th e r e  a r e  l im i te d  s lo ts ,  l im i t e d  n u m b e r s  a n d  a v ­

e n u e s  t o  g o .  I m e a n  e v e ry b o d y ,  e v e n  i f  th e y  a r e  g o o d  e n o u g h ,  i s  n o t  g o in g  

to  p la y  in  th e  W N B A . B u t  y o u  d o  n o t  lo s e  y o u r  w i l l  t o  c o m p e te .  L a d y  

E x p r e s s  a l lo w s  f o r  p la y in g  a t  a  c e r t a in  le v e l ,  a n d  y o u  g o  o u t  a n d  c o m p e te  

e v e r y  n ig h t ,  j u s t  l i k e  in  c o l le g e  o r  th e  p ro s .

P M : Y o u  k n o w , m e n  h a v e  s o  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  o p t io n s ,  s o  m a n y  m o r e  o p ­

t io n s .  I  t h i n k  w e  w i l l  g e t  th e r e ,  a n d  P  a n d  P  L a d y  E x p r e s s  is  o n e  w a y  th a t  

w e  a r e  h e lp in g  to  m a k e  th a t  h a p p e n .  

G e t  d ia le d  in to  t h e  P  a n d  P  L a d y  E x p r e s s  a t  w w w .p p la d y e x p r e s s .n e t .



ROLLIN' AT THE BIG 20

By 12 :30  th e  park ing  lot on  R o u te  1 is 

brim m ing w ith V acatio n lan d  lic e n s e  p la te s . 

Buick, P o n tiac , a n d  C h ry s le r  S e d a n s  sit 

in n e a t  row s with a  N issa n  p ick -up  tru ck  

w e d g e d  in b e tw e e n . A t th e  Big 20  Bowling 

C e n te r  in S c a rb o ro u g h , M aine, c lo se  to  o n e  

h u n d red  s e n io r  m en  crow d th e  la n e s  an d  

c h a lle n g e  e a c h  o th e r ’s  skill in can d lep in  

bow ling.

A sh ak y , h ig h -p itch e d  v o ice  yells, 

“T h an k  you  u p s ta ir s !” His d e l ic a te  fram e, 

w ith o u ts tre tc h e d  a rm s  a n d  h e a d  th row n 

b ack , is te e te r in g  w ith joy. H e ju s t  bow led  a 

s p a re .

In s ide  th e  Big 2 0  it is d a rk  a n d  w arm . 

T h e re  is a  c o n s ta n t h u b b u b . T h ro u g h o u t 
th e  hollow  s o u n d  of th e  bow ling alley, you 

c a n  h e a r  a  m uffled  rum b le  a s  th e  balls  sp in  

dow n th e  w orn , w a rp e d  w ood  tow ard  th e  

p in s . A s th e  p in s  c ra s h , th e  m en  m u tte r  

w o rd s  o f fru s tra tio n  o r  fruition. T h e re  a re  

b e llie s  sa g g in g  below  th e  w a is tl in e s , cu rv ed  

b a c k s , a n d  s e a s o n e d  sm ile s . T h e  level of 

co m p etitio n  th a t e x is ts  fo r th e s e  m e n  is 

ev id en t in th e ir  w h is p e rs  of fr ie n d s  w h o se  

e y e s ig h t is failing o r how  o n e  is “losing  th e ir  

e d g e .”

“I’ve b e e n  h e re  all my life," Ed Farw ell 

p roud ly  s ta te s .  H e g rew  up  in a  h o u s e  w hich  

o n c e  re s te d  on  th e  very  s a m e  lot w h e re  th e  

Big 2 0  now  s ta n d s .  Ed is a  bow ling fana tic : 

h e  bow ls se v e ra l tim es  a  w eek , s o m e tim e s  

se v e ra l tim e s  a  day . H e lo v es  to  rem in isce  

a n d  g o  into deta il a b o u t th e  to u rn a m e n ts  h e  

h a s  b e e n  in, how  m an y  tim es  h e  h a s  w on, 

a n d  w h a t o th e r  s e n io r  b o w le rs  w e re  on  his 

te a m  a t  th e  tim e.

O n T u e sd a y s , Ed bow ls a lo n g s id e  

C arl, F red , M orley, a n d  D an . T h e re  is a  

g e n tle  k in d n e ss  th a t plainly e x is ts  b e tw e e n  

th e s e  m en . It m a n ife s ts  itse lf in th e ir  te n d e r  

p a ts  on  th e  b ack , r e a s s u r in g  laugh ter, an d  

co m fo rta b le  s e n s e  o f be lo n g in g , w hile th e y  

g a th e r  to  w atc h  th e ir  te a m m a te s  lunge 

fo rw ard  a n d  re le a s e  th e ija ll .

C arl Tilley is 8 8  y e a rs  W  C arl bow led  

a t  th e  Big 2 0  th e  first d ay  it o p e n e d , a n d  

th e re  is a  p h o to  on  th e  w all to  p rove  it. Even 

th o u g h  C arl b e lie v e s  h e  no  lo n g e r bow ls a s  

well a s  h e  u s e d  to , h e  s a y s  h e  will co n tin u e  

to  bowl “a s  long a s  I'm ab le . You know , it’s  

g o o d  to  g e t  o u t a n d  ta lk  w ith th e  d iffe ren t 

p e o p le .”

M orley R o b in so n  is 87  y e a rs  old. “I 

c o m e  o u t fo r th e  fellow ship  I h a v e  w ith th e  

m en . A nd th e  e x e rc is e .. .m y  m o th e r  lived to 

b e  101, I’m g o n n a  try  to  k e e p  up  w ith her.”

Ed le ts  o u t a  d e e p  s igh , h is  w ide  e y e s  
a re  h ea v y  with w a r in e s s  beh in d  h is  thick 

g la s s e s ,  “I n e e d  a  m irac le ,” h e  g ro a n s . 

T h o u g h  h e  h a s  bow led  a n  a b o v e  a v e ra g e  

g a m e  (over 100), it d o e s n 't  look like h e  

will b e  ab le  to  s c o re  high e n o u g h  to  pull 

h is  te a m  a h e a d  o f th e ir  c o m p e tito rs . But 

s e c o n d s  later, Ed w e a rs  a  b ro a d  sm ile  a s  

h e  s h a k e s  h is  o p p o n e n ts ’ h a n d s . H e know s 

th e re  is a lw a y s  n ex t T u esd ay . 

p h o to s  a n d  w o rd s  L is s a  G o tw a ls



PEOPLE

R e i n v e n t i n g  T r a d i t i o n

M i k e  E s m a i l z a d e h  w a s  b o m  in  G e r m a n y  in  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s .  H is  

m o t h e r  w a s  a  n a t i v e - b o r n  J e w i s h  c o n v e r t ;  h i s  f a t h e r  a  f o r m e r  P o l i s h  

r e s i s t a n c e  f i g h t e r  in  t h e  J e w i s h  u n d e r g r o u n d  a n d  a n  a c t i v e  N a z i  h u n t e r  

w i t h  a  c l a n d e s t i n e  u n i t  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n c y  M o s s a d .  

A t  a g e  7 ,  h i s  p a r e n t s  s p l i t .  M i k e ’s  m o t h e r  m a r r i e d  a n  I r a n i a n  w h o  

a d o p t e d  M i k e  a s  h i s  o w n  s o n .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  h e  w a s  r a i s e d  

M u s l i m  in  P e r s i a .

I n  h i s  e a r l y  t e e n s ,  M i k e ’s  f a m i l y  m o v e d  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i ­

f o r n i a .  D u e  t o  h i s  s m a l l  s i z e  a n d  c l u m s y  E n g l i s h ,  h e  w a s  t h e  t a r g e t  

o f  v i o l e n c e  in  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  M i k e  w a s  d r a w n  in t o  

m a r t i a l  a r t s .

A f t e r  o r g a n i z i n g  f o r  15  y e a r s  w i t h  h i s  b a s e  i n  L A ,  M i k e  m o v e d  

to  t h e  B a y  A r e a  in  1 9 9 0 .  A t  t h e  p r o m p t i n g  o f  f r i e n d s  h e  o p e n e d  a  d o jo  

t h e  n e x t  y e a r  c a l l e d  S u i g e t s u k a n ,  o r  m o o n  r e f l e c t e d  in  w a t e r  s c h o o l .  

I n i t i a l l y  o f f e r i n g  s e l f - d e f e n s e  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  G i l m a n  S t r e e t  P r o j e c t  

p u n k  c l u b  in  N o r t h  B e r k e l e y ,  t h e  d o jo  p r o g r e s s e d  f r o m  a  s t o r e f r o n t  t o  

t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s t u d i o  i t  h a s  o c c u p i e d  in  E a s t  O a k l a n d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  n in e  

y e a r s .  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  J u j i t s u ,  a  J a p a n e s e  t h r o w i n g  a n d  lo c k i n g  a r t ,  th e  

d o j o  n o w  o f f e r s  A i k i d o ,  S h i n k e n d o  ( J a p a n e s e  s w o r d )  a n d  K a d e n a  d e  

M a n o  ( F i l i p i n o  k n i f e  f i g h t in g ) .  O v e r  s i x t y  s t u d e n t s  o f  v a r i e d  g e n d e r s  

a n d  r a c e s  t r a in  o n  a  w e e k l y  b a s i s ;  m o s t  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  E a s t  B a y  

a c t i v i s t  c o m m u n i t y .  D u e s  a r e  s l i d i n g  s c a l e ,  d o w n  t o  z e r o .  I b e g a n  

t r a i n i n g  a t  S u i g e t s u k a n  a  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  a g o .

C l a m o r :  T e ll u s  a b o u t  y o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z e r .

M ik e  E s m a i l z a d e h :  I b e g a n  o r g a n i z i n g  a b o u t  2 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h i l e  a t  

U C  I r v in e .  I s t a r t e d  o f f  i n  t h e  a n t i - n u k e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  o r g a n i z in g  

a g a i n s t  U S  a c t i v i t i e s  in  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  a n d  a p a r t h e i d  i n  S o u t h  

A f r i c a .  I l e f t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  in  ’ 8 5  a n d  w a s  o n  t h e  r o a d  f o r  a b o u t  

f i v e  y e a r s ,  m o v i n g  f r o m  o n e  a c t i o n  to  a n o t h e r .  I d i d  w o r k  w i t h  

B ig  M o u n t a i n  w h e n  t h e  F e d s  w e r e  f i r s t  r e a l l y  g o i n g  in  t h e r e  i n  a  

m a j o r  w a y  in  ’8 6 .  A n d  I b e g a n  w o r k i n g  a  lo t  w i th  t h e  a n a r c h i s t  

c o m m u n i t y  in  C h i c a g o ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  T o r o n t o  a n d  t h e  B a y  

A r e a .  I  a l s o  d i d  h o m e l e s s  o r g a n i z i n g  in  L A  a n d  a  l o t  o f  m e n t a l  

h e a l t h  a d v o c a c y  i n  t h e  B a y  A r e a .

I n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  y o u  d r a w  u p o n ,  w h o  a r e  s o m e  o f  th e  

t e a c h e r s  w h o s e  w o r k  r e s o n a t e s  w i th  y o u r  o w n ?

M y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  in ­

n o v a t o r s .  I ’v e  d o n e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t ’s  n o t  s o  c o m m o n  

w i th  m y  m a r t i a l  a r t s ,  a n d  t h e y ’v e  d o n e  t h e  s a m e .

I n  t h a t  s e n s e  w e  s e e  e y e  t o  e y e .  T h e y  d o n ’t  

a g r e e  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  I d o ,  b u t  t h e y  f e e l  i t ’s 

o k a y  t h a t  1 d o  it.

O k a z a k i  S e n s e i ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  o u r  

D a n z a n  R y u  t r a d i t i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  b e ­

l i e v e d  in  c o m m u n i t y .  H e  o r g a n i z e d  

in  th e  H a w a i i a n  c o m m u n i t y  in  

w h i c h  h e  l i v e d .  A s  m o r e  

a n d  m o r e  U S  m i l i t a r y  

w e r e  s t a t i o n e d  in  

t h e  H a w a i i a n  

I s l a n d s ,  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  

r a p e s  s k y -  

r o c k

e t e d .

A  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  a p p r o a c h e d  h im  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m .  H e  a n d  

a n  a s s i s t a n t  t a u g h t  t h e  g i r l s ’ p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  in s t r u c t o r s  a n d  th o s e  

w o m e n  s e t  u p  a  y o u n g  w o m e n ’s  s e l f - d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m  in  a l l  t h e  h i g h  

s c h o o l s .  I t ’s  t h e  f i r s t  w o m e n ’s  s e l f - d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  w e  k n o w  o f ,  

a  p r e t t y  b i g  d e a l .

O k a z a k i  S e n s e i  w a s  a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  A s i a n  m a r t i a l  

a r t s  t o  o p e n  u p  h i s  s c h o o l  t o  p e o p l e  o f  a n y  e t h n i c i t y  a n d  t o  t e a c h  

p e o p l e  w h o  j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  l e a r n .  T h a t  w a s n ’t  h o w  m a r t i a l  a r t s  w e r e  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  t a u g h t ,  a n d  h e  r e c e i v e d  a  l o t  o f  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  i t .  T h o u g h  

h e  w a s  a  J a p a n e s e  s ty l i s t ,  h e  a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  C h i n e s e ,  P h i l i p p i n e ,  

a n d  in d i g e n o u s  H a w a i i a n  m a r t i a l  a r t s  i n t o  h i s  o w n  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s

w a s  a l s o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w a s n ’t  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  d o n e ,  b u t  in  H a -



in te rv ie w  b y  D a n ie l  B u r to n ro s e

S E N S E I  M I K E  E S M A I L Z A D E H  C O M B I N E S  A N C I E N T  

T R A D I T I O N  W I T H  H I S  V I S I O N  F O R  A  B E T T E R  F U T U R E

w a i i ,  w h e r e  m a n y  c u l t u r e s  w e r e  i n t e r m i n g l i n g ,  i t  w a s  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  

c o m m o n .

O b a t a  S e n s e i ,  w h o  o u r  A i k i d o  a n d  S h i n k e n d o  c o m e s  f r o m ,  is  

a n o t h e r  i n n o v a to r .  H e  t a u g h t  a t  Y o s h i n k a n ,  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a c a d ­

e m y  in  T o k y o ,  w h i c h  h a d  a  t r a i n i n g  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  e l i t e  u n i t s  o f  th e  

T o k y o  M e t r o  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t .

A s  a n  a n a r c h i s t ,  w h a t  i s s u e s  a r i s e  f r o m  h a v i n g  d e d i c a t e d  s e v e r a l  d e ­

c a d e s  o f  y o u r  l i f e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a r t s  f r o m  a  v e r y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  c u l t u r e  

in  a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ?

I n  d o i n g  m a r t i a l  a r t s ,  y o u ’r e  r i g h t ,  t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c ­

t u r e s  a r e  v e r y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n .  B u t  m a r t i a l  a r t s

h a v e  t a u g h t  m e  a  l o t  o f  v a l u a b l e  t h i n g s .  T h e y  h a v e  t a u g h t  m e  t h e  v a l ­

u e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  n o t  a l w a y s  s e e i n g  y o u r  o w n  n e e d s  

a b o v e  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  T h i s  h a s  l e d  m e  t o w a r d  a n a r c h o - c o m -  

m u n i s t  p o l i t i c s  r a t h e r  t h a n  in  a n  i n d i v i d u a l i s t  d i r e c t i o n .  A l s o ,  1 t h i n k  

t h e r e ’s  r o o m  in  a n a r c h i s m  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p .  A s  lo n g  a s  t h e  p e r s o n  d o i n g  

t h e  l e a d i n g  i s  d o i n g  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  a  s k i l l  a n d  p e o p l e  a c c e p t  i t  

v o lu n t a r i l y .  T h e  a u t h o r i t y  c a n ’t  b e  i n h e r i t e d  a n d  i t  c a n ’t  b e  c o e r c e d  in  

a n y  w a y ,  s h a p e ,  o r  f o r m .

I  v i e w  m y  m a r t i a l  a r t s  t r a i n i n g  in  t h i s  w a y :  1 d i d n ’t  h a v e  to  t r a in  

w i t h  m y  t e a c h e r s ;  I  w a s  t h e r e  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  I c o u l d  h a v e  l e f t  a t  a n y  

t i m e ;  I  w a s  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  a  s k i l l  1 w a n t e d  to  l e a r n .  E v e n  

t h o u g h  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  i t  a p p e a r s  v e r y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  i t ’s  v e r y  d i f f e r ­

e n t  f r o m  t h e  k i n d  o f  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  w e  s e e  a n d  e n c o u n t e r  i n  l a r g e r  

c u l tu r e .  I  c a n ’t  l e a v e  A m e r i c a n  c u l tu r e .  I c a n ’t  s i m p l y  c h o o s e  n o t  t o  

g i v e  a  s h i t  a b o u t  t h e  l a w s  o r  n o t  c a r e  w h o ’s  in  c h a r g e .  I c a n ’t  j u s t  g o  

\ s o m e w h e r e  e l s e .

A t  m y  r a n k ,  I ’m  d e a l i n g  m o r e  w i th  m a r t i a l  a r t s  p o l i t i c s  a n d  o r g a ­

n i z a t i o n s .  A  l o t  o f  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  m a d e  h i e r a r c h i c a l l y ,  b y  p e o p l e  

o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a n k ,  w h o s e  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  o f t e n  t i m e s  

u n q u e s t i o n e d .  F r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  

o n  s u b j e c t s  w h o m  t h e y  d o n ’t h a v e  a  lo t  o f  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  b e c a u s e  t h e y ’r e  n o t  a b o u t  

m a r t i a l  a r t s ;  t h e y ’r e  a b o u t  b u s i n e s s  o r  

th e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n .

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

l i k e  t h e s e  l e t s  m e  s t a y  in  t o u c h  

w i th  h o w  m o s t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  

o p e r a t e s .  B e i n g  in  a  p o s i t i o n  

o f  p o w e r  in  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s  g i v e s  m e  a c c e s s  t o  a  

l e v e l  o f  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  

t h a t  I d o n ’t  h a v e  in  m y  

o t h e r  j o b s .  E x c e p t  f o r  

a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s  in  

m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  I  h a v e  

v e r y  c o n s c i o u s l y  

n o t  bdfep  a  p a r t  o f  

m a n a g e m e n t .  M o s t l y  th i s  

r e i n f o r c e s  m y  a n a r c h i s t  b e ­

l i e f s .  I  b e l i e v e  i n  c o n s e n s u s ,  

c o m m u n a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  

a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  s t r u c t u r e s  

f o r  g o o d  r e a s o n s !  A  lo t  

o f  t h e  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  

a r e  n o t  t h a t  e f f e c ­

t i v e ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  a r e  

e f f e c t i v e ,  i t ’s  a t  

t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  

o t h e r  t h i n g s .



M u c h  o f  m a r t i a l  a r t s  i s  a n d  h a s  b e e n  in  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  

s t a t e  -  w a r r i o r s  a n d  b o d y g u a r d s .  W h a t  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o r e  r e s i s t a n t  

s t r a i n s ?

W e l l ,  i t ’s  in t e r e s t i n g .  S p e a k i n g  o f  b o d y g u a r d s ,  o n e  o f  m y  t e a c h e r ’s  

c l a s s m a t e s  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  m a r t i a l  a r t s  s c h o o l  w h e r e  I t r a i n e d  in  th e  

‘7 0 s  w a s  C h i a n g  K a i - s h e k ’s  b o d y g u a r d .  O n e  o f  h i s  c l a s s m a t e s  b e ­

c a m e  M a o ’s.

A  l i t t l e  r i v a l r y ?

[ l a u g h s ]  A  lo t  o f  t i m e  p e o p l e  t o o k  r o l e s  o n  b o t h  s id e s ,  a c tu a l l y .  In  

P h i l i p p i n e  h i s t o r y  t h e r e ’s  a  l o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r e s i s t a n c e ,  t h o u g h  i t ’s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  m u c h  o f  i t  d o c u m e n t e d  i n  E n g l i s h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th i s  

c o u n t r y .  A  lo t  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a in s t  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  o c c u p a t i o n  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I .  M a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  

i n  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  r e f e r  t o  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  o r  u n c l e s  h a v i n g  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  

b e f o r e  th e m .  I f  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t ,  t h a t  m e a n s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  f o r  

t h e  m o s t  p a r t  in  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t ’s 

w h o  w a s  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  P h i l i p p in e s  

b e f o r e  J a p a n .  I t ’s  n e v e r  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  

b u t  i t ’s  im p l i e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  l a r g e  

r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  U S  

o c c u p a t i o n  a n d  t h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  

b e  t o  t h i s  d a y ,  a s  y o u  s e e  w i t h  th e  

U S  t r o o p  b u i l d u p .  A n y  m a n y  o f  th e  

p e o p l e  w h o  r e s i s t  t h e  U S  o c c u p a t i o n  

o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a r e  e s c r i m a d o r e s .

[ E s c r i m a  is  a  F i l i p i n o  m a r t i a l  a r t . ]

P h i l i p p i n e  f ig h t e r s  a r e  t h e  r e a ­

s o n  t h e  U S  m i l i t a r y  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  

s i d e a r m s  f r o m  .3 8 s  t o  .4 5 s .  T h e  M o ­

r e s  [ I s l a m ic  r e s i s t a n c e  f i g h t e r s ]  u s e d  

t o  b i n d  t h e i r  b o d i e s  a n d  t a k e  h e r b a l  

u p p e r s  a n d  p a i n k i l l e r s ,  r u s h  in t o  a  U S  

m i l i t a r y  c a m p  a n d  k i l l  a s  m a n y  G I s  a s  

p o s s i b l e .  T h e  G I s  s h o t  a t  t h e m  w i t h  

.3 8 s  a t  c l o s e  r a n g e  b u t  t h e  b in d i n g  

a c t e d  a s  a  t o u r n i q u e t ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  M o ­

r e s  t o  t a k e  a  f e w  s h o t s  a n d  k e e p  g o i n g .  T h e  M o r e s  w o u l d  c u t  d o w n  a  

n u m b e r  o f  G I s  w h i l e  a r m e d  o n l y  w i t h  m a c h e t e s ,  t h e n  t h e y ’d  r u n  b a c k  

in t o  t h e  j u n g l e  w h e r e  t h e y ’d  b e  c a r r i e d  o f f  b y  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  t o  d ie .  I t  

s p o o k e d  t h e  l i v i n g  h e l l  o u t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s o ld i e r s .

I n  o r d e r  t o  p u t  t h e  M o r e s  d o w n ,  t h e  U S  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  .4 5  a n d  

m a n d a t e d  i t  a s  a  s id e a r m .

You i n t r o d u c e d  m e  to  a  b o o k  b y  N o e l  P e r r i n  c a l l e d  G i v i n g  U p  th e  

G u n .  I t  w a s  w r i t t e n  d u r i n g  t h e  h i g h  n u c l e a r  a n x i e t i e s  o f  t h e  ‘6 0 s  a n d  

‘7 0 s . I t  a r g u e s  t h a t  p e o p l e ,  w i th  e n o u g h  w i l l p o w e r ,  c a n  c o n t r o l  th e  

t e c h n o l o g i e s  w e  in v e n t ,  a n d  u s e s  J a p a n ’s  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  t h e  g u n  in  

t h e  m i d - 1 5 0 0 s  a s  p r o o f .

I t ’s  a  l i t t l e  h a r d  t o  t i e  t h i s  i n t o  a n  a n t i - a u t h o r i t a r i a n  c o n t e x t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  

h a p p e n e d  in  a  v e r y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  o n e .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i t ’s  p r e t t y  a m a z ­

in g .  I n  t h e  1 6 0 0 s ,  in  J a p a n  a s  in  E u r o p e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  d e b a t e  

a b o u t  t h e  w a y  in  w h i c h  g u n s  w e r e  g o i n g  to  d r a s t i c a l l y  c h a n g e  th e  

n a t u r e  o f  s o c ie ty .  U n l i k e  i n  E u r o p e a n  c u l tu r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

t o o k  t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  v e r y  s e r io u s ly .  M o s t  o f  t h e  S a m u r a i  c l a s s  a r ­

g u e d  t h a t  g u n s  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  c o m m o n  s o l d i e r s  w o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  

w a y  o f  l i f e  a n d  w a r f a r e  a n d  a n y  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r .

T h e  S h o g u n a t e  d e c i d e d  t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  w e r e  t r u e  a n d  m a n d a t e d  

t h a t  a l l  g u n s m i t h s  m o v e  to  o n e  o f  tw o  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e y  a l s o  m a n d a t e d  

t h a t  o n l y  e v e r y  o t h e r  o n e  t a k e  o n e  a p p r e n t i c e  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n .  S o  i t  

m o r e  th a n  h a l v e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  g u n s m i t h s  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  

a  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s .  

B y  t h e  t i m e  C o m m o d o r e  P e r r y  e n t e r e d  J a p a n  in  t h e  1 8 5 0 s ,  t h e r e  w e r e

o n l y  t h r e e  g u n s m i t h s  l e f t  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  n o  f u n c t io n a l  

g u n s  i n  u s e .  I n  1 6 0 0  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  m o r e  g u n s  i n  J a p a n  t h a n  in  a n y  

c o u n t r y  i n  E u r o p e ,  a n d  m a n y  w e r e  b e t t e r  m a d e .  I n  t h e  t i m e  g u n s m i t h -  

in g  w a s  p r o h i b i t e d ,  i t  d id  n o t  g r o w  a t  a l l  a s  a n  a r t .  I t ’s  t h e  o n l y  e x ­

a m p l e  I k n o w  o f  w h e r e  a  c u l t u r e  v o l u n t a r i l y  t u r n e d  i t s  b a c k  o n  a  m a j o r  

m i l i t a r y  i n n o v a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  th o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  a  n e g a t i v e  

i m p a c t  o n  t h e i r  c u l tu r e .

/  k n o w  th i s  is  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  m u s t  t h i n k  a b o u t :  W h a t  a r e  o u r  p r o s p e c t s  

f o r  c r e a t i n g  m o r e  h u m a n - s c a l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s ,  o n e s  i n  w h ic h  w e  c a n  

u s e  m a r t i a l  a r t s  t o  f i g h t  t h e  g o o d  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  p e o p l e  w i th  n u c l e a r  

w e a p o n s ?

I f  w e ’r e  g o n n a  b e  m o r e  s e l f - r e l i a n t  w e  n e e d  to  f e e d  o u r s e l v e s ,  h o u s e  

o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  in  a  g r o u p .  A n d  w e  n e e d  t o  b e  a b l e  

t o  d e f e n d  o u r s e l v e s .  I d o n ’t  m e a n  th i s  in  a  s u p e r - p a r a n o i d ,  c o n s t a n t l y -  

a r m e d ,  e v e r y o n e ’s - g o n n a - c o m e - g e t - y o u  k in d  o f  w a y ,  b u t  i t ’s  a  b a s i c  

n e e d .  M o r e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  t h a n  t h a t ,  a s  a  b a s i c  i d e a ,  a n a r c h i s m  -  a g a in s t  

la w , a g a i n s t  r u l e  -  i s  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  y o u  w o n ’t  b e  c o e r c e d  

a g a i n s t  y o u r  w i l l .  I t ’s  a  l o t  e a s i e r  n o t  t o  b e  c o e r c e d  a g a i n s t  y o u r  w i l l  

i f  y o u  c a n  d e f e n d  y o u r s e l f .

D e f e n d i n g  y o u r s e l f  i s n ’t  a b o u t  a m a z i n g  t e c h n i q u e  a n d  b e i n g  a b l e  

t o  f i g h t  p e o p l e  o f f .  I t ’s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o n f l i c t  a n d  a  w i l l i n g ­

n e s s  t o  f i g h t  i f  n e e d  b e .  T h r o u g h  t r a in in g ,  n o t  o n l y  w i l l  y o u  b e  a b l e  

t o  d o  i t  b e t t e r ,  b u t  y o u ’l l  h a v e  m o r e  o f  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  to .  I t ’s  a  p r e t t y  

i n t r i n s i c  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  s k i l l  t h a t  p e o p l e  d o n ’t d e v o t e  m u c h  t i m e  

to .  1 s e e  i t  a s  n o t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o r  th e  o n l y  s k i l l  b u t  o n e  o f  a  

n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s  t h a t  w e  s h o u ld  h a v e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

I ’v e  d o n e  a  lo t  o f  s e c u r i t y  w o r k  a t  d i f f e r e n t  e v e n t s  a n d  in  d i f f e r ­

e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n s .  O n e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  m y t h s  to  

d i s p e l  is  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a n y  c o m m u n i t y  w e  h a v e  is  n a t u r a l l y  g o i n g  to  

b e  f r e e  o f  f i i c k e d - u p  b e h a v i o r s .  N o t  t r u e ,  in  m y  e x p e r i e n c e .  I ’v e  

h a d  to  d e a l  w i t h  i n c i d e n t s  o f  r a p e ,  a s s a u l t ,  p e o p l e  s t e a l i n g ,  a l l  k in d s  

o f  s h i t  l i k e  th a t .  W e  n e e d  to  l e a r n  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y .  

T h i s  i n v o l v e s  tw o  s e t s  o f  s k i l l s .

S e l f - d e f e n s e  s k i l l s  f o r  o n e ,  s o  t h a t  w h e n  a  f i i c k e d - u p  s i t u a t io n  

o c c u r s ,  s u c h  a s  a  r a p e  o r  a n  a s s a u l t ,  i t  c a n  b e  s t o p p e d  r i g h t  th e n ,  a s  

q u i c k l y  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  e i t h e r  b y  t h e  a f f e c t e d  p e o p l e  o r  

b y  o t h e r s  in  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  P l e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h i s  is  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  v i g i l a n t i s m ,  w h e r e  t h e r e ’s  a l s o  th e  d e s i r e  t o  p u n i s h  t h e  a t t a c k e r  

a s  o p p o s e d  t o  j u s t  s t o p p i n g  th e m .

W e  a l s o  n e e d  to  h a v e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  s k i l l s  t o  d e a l  w i th  

b o th  p e o p l e  a n d  w i th  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  W e  n e e d  to  

m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  w a s  a t t a c k e d  g e t s  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d  a n d  

t h a t  t h e y  g e t  w h a t e v e r  h e l p  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  s u r e  th e y  d o n ’t g e t  

in t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a g a in .

T h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a s  w e l l ,  t o  m a k e  s u r e  

t h i s  b e h a v i o r  d o e s n ’t  c o n t i n u e .  T h e r e ’s  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  o p t i o n s .  

O n e  is  t o  b o o t  t h e  p e r s o n  o u t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  th i s  

d o e s n ’t  m a k e  s u r e  t h e y  w o n ’t  d o  t h e  s a m e  th i n g  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e ,  i n ­

c l u d i n g  a n o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  M y  p r e f e r e n c e  is  t h a t  t h e y  g e t  

s e r i o u s  h e l p .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  w e  d o n ’t  h a v e  th e  

r e s o u r c e s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o r  in  l a r g e r  s o c ie ty .

H o w  h a v e  m a r t i a l  a r t s  i n f l u e n c e d  y o u r  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ?

T h e y ’v e  g i v e n  m e  a  d i f f e r e n t  o u t l o o k  f r o m  t h a t  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  

c o m e  f r o m  a  s o l e l y  p o l i t i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d .  I t ’s  g i v e n  m e  a  d i f f e r e n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  c o n f l i c t .

I t  m a k e s  c o n f l i c t  m o r e  l e g i b l e  w h e n  y o u 'v e  e n g a g e d . . .

. . .  i n  c o n f l i c t .  W h e t h e r  i t  c o m e s  u p  in  a  m e e t i n g  o r  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  it  

d e p e r s o n a l i z e s  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  I t  a l l o w s  m e  t o  s e e  i t  n o t  i n  t e r m s  o f  w in ­

n in g  o r  l o s i n g  b u t  j u s t  in  t e r m s  o f  d e a l i n g  w i th  i t .  



w o rd s C a ro ly n  C h e rn o f f  

p h o to  J u s t i n  S h a d y

K i c k i n ’  I t :  A  G i r l  a n d  a  G a m e

I w o u ld  d e s c r ib e  m y s e l f  a s  a  k ic k b a l-  

la h o lic . I  d o n ’t  g e t  to  p la y  a s  o f te n  a s  I ’d  

l ik e ,  b u t  th e  s w e e t  g a m e  o f  k ic k b a l l  o c ­

c u p ie s  a  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  m y  im a g in a t io n .

I ’m  n o t  a lo n e  in  th i s  e i th e r  a s  a  q u ic k  

s e a r c h  o n l in e  te l l s  m e  m o r e  th a n  I w a n t­

e d  to  k n o w :  k ic k b a l l ’s  h o t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  

th e  h o t- to - t r o t  se t. O u ts id e  o f  th e  c la s s ic  

p u n k - r o c k  o u tp o s ts ,  k ic k b a l l  is  m a k in g  

th e  s c e n e .  T h e r e  is  s in g le s ’ k ic k b a l l ,  

o r g a n iz e d  le a g u e s  o f  f o lk s  lo o k in g  to  

k ic k s ta r t  r o m a n c e  w i th  a  r u b b e r  b a ll.

I  im a g in e  th i s  is  m u c h  l ik e  th o s e  s c a ry  

c o r p o r a t e  W h o le  F o o d  s to r e s ’ s in g le s ’ 

n ig h t s  w h e r e  p e o p le  s h o w  u p  p r e s u m ­

a b ly  b e c a u s e  th e y ’v e  g o t  to  m a k e  d in n e r  

b u t  s e c r e t ly  h o p in g  to  d o  s o m e  m a k in g  

o u t  n e x t  to  th e  k a le .  B u t  s in g le s ’ k ic k -  

b a l l  is  o k a y  th o u g h ,  b e c a u s e  e v e n  w h e n  

la d e n  w i th  s u b te x t ,  k ic k b a l l  is  a b o u t  

c o n n e c t io n  o n  s o  m a n y  le v e ls :  w i th  th e  

b a l l ,  w i th  y o u r s e l f ,  a n d  w i th  th e  o th e r  

p la y e r s .  W h e th e r  e g a l i t a r ia n ,  a n a rc h ic ,  o r  h ig h ly  

r i tu a l is t ic ,  k ic k b a l l  c a n  s e rv e  a s  c o m m u n io n .

W e  a r e  to o  o f te n  f o r c e d  to  c h o o s e  b e tw e e n  

a th le te  a n d  m a th le te .  W h i le  a l l th e  a n a rc h is ts  

s e e m  to  p l a y  s o c c e r , I f in d  th a t  th e  m a c h o ,  s k il l s -  

o r ie n te d  a p p r o a c h  s o  m a n y  o f  u s  c l a im  to  e s c h e w  

s ti l l  p e r m e a te s  a n  o s te n s ib ly  la id - b a c k  b a c k y a r d  

s o c c e r  m a tc h .  I f  y o u ’r e  n o t  c o m f o r ta b le  b e in g  a n  

a th le te ,  y o u  c a n  s ta n d  o f f  t o  o n e  s id e  a n d  w a tc h ,  

w ith  th e  s t in g in g  f lu s h  o f  d e f e a t  c o lo r in g  y o u r  

c h e e k s  r a th e r  th a n  th e  r u s h  o f  b lo o d  b r o u g h t  u p  

b y  r u n n in g  a n d  y e l l in g  a n d  s la p p in g  h ig h  f iv e s . I 

d o n ’t  w a n t  t o  f e e l  e d g e d  o u t  o f  a  g a m e  a n d  1 d o n ’t  

w a n t  to  c h o o s e  b e tw e e n  d i f f e re n t  p a r t s  o f  m y s e l f  

in  o r d e r  to  p la y .

K ic k b a l l?  D o n ’t  y o u  m e a n  d o d g e b a l l?  

W h e n  1 s ta r t  ta lk in g  u p  k ic k b a ll ,  s o m e o n e  u s u a l ly  

a s k s  m e  th a t.  D o d g e b a l l  i s  a  lo a d e d  p r o p o s i t io n .  

O n  o n e  h a n d ,  a n y th in g  w e  d o  to g e th e r  f o r  p le a ­

s u r e  c a n  b e  th i s  p o s i t i v e  c o l le c t iv e  a c t io n .  L o ts  o f  

p e o p le  p la y  s o f tb a l l ,  s o c c e r ,  b a s k e tb a l l ,  s o  s u re ,  i f  

d o d g e b a l l ’s  y o u r  th in g ,  g re a t .  B u t  d o d g e b a l l ’s  n o t  

m y  th in g .  N o t  m y  th in g  to  b o m b a r d  a n  o p p o s in g  

te a m  w ith  a  h a i l  o f  h a r d  r u b b e r  b a l ls ,  to  r u n  a m o k  

t r y in g  to  g e t  m y  o p p o n e n t s  d o w n .  K ic k b a l l ’s 

m o r e  m y  s p e e d .  I t ’s  a  lo n g ,  s lo w  g a m e .

R e m e m b e r  th e  d o d g e b a l l  w a r s ?  T h e  o n e s  

in  y o u r  g y m  c la s s  in  s c h o o l?  T h e  o n e s  th a t  p e ­

n a l iz e d  th e  g ir l s ,  th e  s is s ie s ,  th e  b r a in s ,  a n d  th e  

q u e e r s  a m o n g  u s  f o r  s im p ly  b e in g ?  T h e  o n e s  

th a t  to o  o f te n  f o u n d  th e  c la s s  s c a p e g o a t  b a th e d  

in  a  s h o w e r  o f  s t in g in g  b lo w s  a n d  r o c k - h a r d  b a l ls  

w h i le  th e  te a c h e r  lo o k e d  th e  o th e r  w a y ?  P a r e n t  

g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p la in in g  a b o u t  d o d g e b a l l  

f o r  s o m e  t im e  n o w , c r i t ic iz in g  i t s  c o m p e t i t iv e ­

n e s s  a n d  v io le n c e .  D o d g e b a l l  d e f e n d e r s  t e n d  to  

d is m is s  c o m p la in ts  a n d  c h a l le n g e s ,  s a y in g ,  o h , 

th o s e  p e o p le  a r e  to o  s e n s i t iv e .  D o d g e b a l l  s e e m s  

s y m b o l ic  o f  a l l  th e  v io le n t  p a r t s  o f  o u r  c u l tu r e  

th a t  w e  w in d  u p  p a s s in g  d o w n  to  c h i ld re n .  

P e o p le  h a v e  a  lo t  o f  p r o b le m s  w i th  d o d g e b a ll .

K ic k b a l l ,  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , is  a  c r e a m p u f f .  

I t ’s  l ik e  b a s e b a l l- l i te .  W h i le  I k n o w  a  lo t  o f  p e o p le  

w h o  s u s ta in  s o m e  s t in g in g  b ru is e s  o r  e v e n  th r o w  

th e i r  b a c k s  o u t  f r o m  a  h a r d - p l a y e d  g a m e ,  th e s e  

p e o p le  r a r e ly  b la m e  th e  g a m e  f o r  it. T h e y  s n ic k e r , 

s h r u g  i t  o f f ,  g o  a n d  h e a l ,  a n d  c o m e  b a c k  to  p la y  

a g a in .  A s  f o r  c o m p e t i t io n ,  1 g u e s s  i t  d e p e n d s  o n  

th e  p e o p le  y o u  p la y  w ith . I f in d  th a t  e v e n  th e  

m o s t  c o m p e t i t iv e  k ic k b a l l  g a m e  I ’v e  e v e r  b e e n  a  

p a r t  o f  r e ta in s  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  th e  a b s u rd .  T o  m o s t  

p e o p le  I  t a lk  to ,  k ic k b a l l  is  a  r e f r e s h in g  e n o u g h  

id e a  th a t  th e y ’r e  w i l l in g  to  c h e e r  e a c h  o th e r  o n  

a n d  p la y  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  p la y in g .  I t  c a n  b e  a  s p u r  

o f  th e  m o m e n t  g a m e ,  a n d  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  

p le a s a n t  c h i ld h o o d  m e m o r ie s  a n d  th e  la c k  o f  

f a n c y  m o v e s ,  k ic k b a l l  c a n  b e c o m e  a n o th e r  l in k  

in  th e  c h a in  o f  a c t io n  th a t  b u i ld s  c o m m u n ity .  I t ’s 

a  g a m e  th a t  te n d s  t o  e n c o u ra g e  a  m ix tu r e  o f  s a v ­

a g e ry , s p i t t in g ,  a n d  g e n t le n e s s .  S e e m s  l ik e  p e o p le  

w h o  w a n t  t o  g e t  c o m p e t i t iv e  o r  te a r  d o w n  g r o u p  

a c t io n  u s u a l ly  s e t  th e i r  s ig h ts  o n  s o m e th in g  le s s  

r e c r e a t io n a l .

S o m e  o f  u s  a r e  a th le te s ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  u s  e n ­

j o y  s p o r ts . T o o  m a n y  o f  u s  e i th e r  d e v e lo p  s p o r ts -  

p h o b ia  o r  h a v e  b e e n  to ld  th a t  w e  d o n ’t  h a v e  

th e  s k i l l s  to  p la y . I n  k ic k b a l l ,  e v e ry b o d y  p la y s . 

W h i le  i t ’s  f u n  to  p la y  w i th  y o u r  f r ie n d s ,  k ic k b a l l  

is  a n  e a s y  w a y  o f  o p e n in g  u p  to  o th e r  p e o p le .  I t ’s  

e a s ie r  f o r  m e  to  f e e l  c o n n e c te d  to  p e o p le  o n c e

w e ’r e  in  t h e  p a r k  a n d  r u n n in g  a r o u n d  

a n d  s la p p in g  h ig h  f iv e s  th a n  t o  s i t  w i th  

p e o p le  I d o n ’t  k n o w  a n d  d is c u s s  th e o ry . 

T h e  k ic k b a l l  s c e n a r io  a l lo w s  m e  to  

e n c o u ra g e  o th e r s  w h i le  I  e n jo y  m y s e l f .  

T h a t  s u p p o r t iv e  v ib e  te n d s  to  d r a w  

p e o p le  in . P e o p le  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  o f te n  

s to p  to  w a tc h  y o u  p la y  k ic k b a ll .  T h e y  

s t ic k  a r o u n d  to  c h a t ,  t o  c h e e r ,  a n d  to  

j o i n  th e  g a m e .  A n  in v i ta t io n  s o m e t im e s  

a l lo w s  u s  t o  g e t  o v e r  o u r s e lv e s ,  o v e r  o u r  

s o c ia l  f e a r  o r  r e t ic e n c e  o r  m i s g u id e d  fo r ­

m a l  n o t io n  o f  m a n n e r s ,  a n d  j u m p  in . I t ’s 

u to p ia n ,  b u t  t h a t ’s  w h a t  I l ik e  a b o u t  th is  

g a m e ,  p u t t in g  d o in g  f i r s t  a n d  fo r e m o s t .

Y o u  c a n  n e v e r  te l l  w h o ’s  g o in g  to  b e  

a  k ic k b a l l  a l l- s ta r .  I f  y o u  c a n  k ic k  o r  

th r o w  o r  y e l l ,  y o u  c a n  p ro b a b ly  p la y . 

In  s o m e  w a y s ,  e v e r y o n e ’s  a  k ic k b a l l  a l l-  

s t a r  a s  lo n g  a s  y o u  t r y  to  p l a y  a n d  e n jo y  

y o u r s e lf .  I t ’s  t r u e ,  th o u g h ,  th a t  s o m e  

p e o p le  h a v e  c e r ta in  s k i l l s  th a t  c a n n o t  b e  

d e n ie d :  r u n n in g ,  th r o w in g ,  k ic k in g .  I ’v e  p la y e d  

w i th  p e o p le  w h o  c a n  b a r e ly  b e n d  o v e r  to  t ie  th e ir  

o w n  s h o e s  b u t  w h o  c a n  k ic k  a  b a l l  o u t  o f  th e  p a r k  

e v e r y  t im e . U n l ik e  a n y  o th e r  t e a m  s p o r t  I ’v e  e v e r  

p la y e d  th o u g h ,  i t ’s  h a r d e r  to  r e s e n t  a  g o o d  k ic k -  

b a l l  p la y e r  a n d  h a r d e r  to  b e  d o w n  o n  y o u r s e l f  f o r  

n o t  c a r r y in g  th e  te a m .

T h e  re a l  b e a u ty  o f  th e  s p o r t  f o r  m e  is  th a t  

g ir l s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  t r a in e d  to  s ta y  o u t  o f  s p o r ts  

p la y  k ic k b a l l  w i th  a b a n d o n .  U n l ik e  v o lle y b a l l ,  

th e  r a r e  “ g i r l - a p p ro p r ia te ”  s p o r t ,  k ic k b a l l ’s 

f a i r ly  g e n d e r -n e u tr a l .  B e c a u s e  k ic k b a l l  i s  s u c h  a  

c h i ld ’s  s p o r t  (u n le s s  E S P N ’s  c a u g h t  o n to  it la te ly  

w i th o u t  m y  k n o w le d g e ) ,  th e  s ta k e s  a r e  d if fe re n t. 

M o s t ly ,  th e  p r e s s u r e ’s  o f f  S o  th e  g ir l s  I k n o w  c a n  

g e t  d o w n  f o r  s o m e  k ic k b a l l ,  a n d  th a t ’s  a  b e a u tifu l  

th in g  to  s e e .

T h e  g ir l s  I ta lk  t o  a b o u t  k ic k b a l l  s in g  i ts  

p ra is e s .  K a th e r in e  s a y s ,  “ K ic k b a l l  h a s  b e e n  a n  

in s p i r a t io n  to  b e c o m e  m o r e  a c t iv e  th a n  a n y  o th e r  

s p o r t .  I h a v e  h e a rd  th a t  a  lo t  o f  p e o p le  a r e  g e t t in g  

in to  i t  t h e s e  d a y s ,  w h ic h  I  f in d  s u rp r is in g ,  b u t  c o o l  

T h e  id e a  o f  s p o r ts  is  a  s t r a n g e  o n e  to  m e . U su a lly , 

I  th in k  s p o r ts  a n d  p ic tu r e  m e a th e a d  jo c k s .  B u t  

w h e n  I  th in k  o f  k ic k b a l l ,  I t h in k  a b o u t  la u g h in g  

a n d  h a v in g  a  g o o d  t im e  w i th  m y  f r ie n d s  a n d  I g e t  

e x c i te d .”  S a r a h  s a y s ,  “ I f  l i f e ’s  a  g a m e ,  it  s h o u ld  

b e  k ic k b a l l .  S o m e t im e s  y o u  k i c k  th e  b a l l  w r o n g  

a n d  e n d  u p  w i th  a  b ig  b r u i s e  o n  y o u r  a n k le ,  b u t  

m o s t  o f  th e  t im e  i t ’s  e a s y  e n o u g h  th a t  y o u  c a n  

e v e n  p la y  w i th o u t  y o u r  s h o e s .”  K ic k b a l l  is  th e  

l i t t le  g a m e  th a t  c o u ld ,  e n c o u ra g in g  u s  a l l t o  g e t  

u p , g e t  m o v in g ,  a n d  g e t  k ic k in g .  



A f t e r  t h e  C a m e r a s  S t o p  F l a s h i n g

S p o r t s  a r e  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  m o m e n t  f r o z e n  in  t i m e  -  t h e  c l o s e  f in i s h ,  th e  

w i n n i n g  s m i l e ,  t h e  f i n a l  b a s k e t .  T h e  a t h l e t e s  b e c o m e  ic o n s ,  f o r e v e r  

y o u n g  a n d  in f a l l i b le .

B u t  l i f e  g o e s  o n  a f t e r  t h a t  i m m o r t a l  m o m e n t  a n d  w h a t  b e c o m e s  

o f  s t a r  a t h l e t e s  a f t e r  t h e y  le a v e  th e  s p o t l i g h t  s a y s  a  l o t  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  o f  

s p o r t s  in  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e ;  i t  b r in g s  u p  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s  a n d  s h o w s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  o n  o n e - t i m e  s u c c e s s  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  f l e e t i n g  a n d  f i c k l e  n a t u r e  o f  f a m e .

A d o l p h  K i e f e r  a n d  E r n i e  T e r r e l l  a r e  t w o  C h i c a g o - a r e a  r e s id e n t s  

w h o ,  d e c a d e s  a g o ,  w e r e  t h e  b e s t  in  t h e  w o r l d  a t  w h a t  t h e y  d id .  K ie f e r  

w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  s w i m m e r s  o f  a l l  t i m e ,  a  1 7 - t i m e  w o r l d  r e c o r d  

h o l d e r  a n d  w i n n e r  o f  a l l  b u t  tw o  o u t  o f  2 ,0 0 0  r a c e s  a r o u n d  t h e  g lo b e ,  

w h i l e  T e r r e l l  w a s  a  w o r l d  c h a m p i o n  b o x e r  w h o  h e l d  h i s  o w n  in  a  t i t l e  

f i g h t  a g a i n s t  M u h a m m a d  A l i .

T h o u g h  b o th  p r o b a b l y  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e  n o w a d a y s  

u n r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  t h e y  b o th  w e n t  o n  t o  le a d  

i n t e r e s t i n g  l i v e s  in  a r e a s  r e l a t e d  t o  y e t  d i v e r g e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  o r ig i n a l  

s u c c e s s e s .

Adolph Kiefer

A s  a  17 - y e a r - o l d  b a c k s t r o k e  s ta r ,  A d o l p h  K ie f e r ,  t h e  s o n  o f  w o r k in g  

c l a s s  G e r m a n  im m ig r a n t s ,  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  m e e t i n g  t h e  f u h r e r  h im s e l f ,  

A d o l p h  H i t l e r .

H i t l e r  v i s i t e d  t h e  O ly m p i c  v i l l a g e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 6  G a m e s  in  

B e r l i n  a n d  a s k e d  to  m e e t  s e v e r a l  a t h l e t e s  p e r s o n a l ly .  A m o n g  th e m  w a s  

K ie f e r ,  w h o  h e  c a l l e d  a  p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  o f  a  “ t r u e  A r y a n . ”

“ W h i l e  w e  w e r e  in  t r a in in g  a t  t h e  O l y m p i c  V i l l a g e ,  H i t l e r  c a m e  

in  t h e r e  w i t h  G o e r r i n g  a n d  th e  e n t o u r a g e  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  m e e t ,  a m o n g

o th e r s ,  m y s e l f , ”  K i e f e r  s a id ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d n ’t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  

H i t l e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  “ H e  c o u l d n ’t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h ,  I  c o u l d n ’t  s p e a k  G e r m a n  

-  w e  h a d  a n  in t e r p r e te r .  A f t e r  t h e  N u r e m b e r g  t r i a l s  I w i s h e d  I  h a d  

p u s h e d  h im  in  t h e  p o o l  a n d  h e l d  h im  u n d e r w a te r . ”

K ie f e r ,  w h o  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a  j o b  a s  a n  e l e v a t o r  o p e r a t o r  a t  

t h e  t o n y  L a k e s h o r e  A t h l e t i c  C lu b  in  C h i c a g o  to  g e t  in  s w i m  t r a in in g  

d u r i n g  h i s  o f f - h o u r s ,  j o i n e d  t h e  N a v y  a f t e r  r e t i r i n g  f r o m  s w i m m i n g .  

H e  w a s  a p p a l l e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  m o r e  s o ld i e r s  d i e d  f r o m  d r o w n in g  

th a n  b u l l e t s ,  u s u a l l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p a n i c k i n g  a n d  j u m p i n g  o v e r b o a r d  

u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  H e  b r o u g h t  h i s  c o n c e r n s  t o  N a v y  b r a s s  a n d  e n d e d  u p  

d e v e l o p i n g  a  s w i m  c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  w a s  p a s s e d  o n  t o  1 3 ,0 0 0  i n s t r u c to r s  

a n d  c o u n t l e s s  r e c r u i t s .  H e  i n t e r v i e w e d  s c o r e s  o f  s h i p w r e c k  s u r v iv o r s  

a n d  w r o t e  a  b o o k  a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  a l s o  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  m o d e m  l i f e j a c k e t .  

T h e  o l d  l i f e j a c k e t s  w e r e  m a d e  o u t  o f  t h e  w o o d  o f  t h e  k a p o k  t r e e ,  w h ic h  

w a s  f l a m m a b le ,  c o m b u s t i b l e  a n d  lo s t  i t s  b u o y a n c y  w h e n  w a te r l o g g e d .

“ T h o s e  j a c k e t s  d i d n ’t  h e l p  t h e m  — t h e y  w o u l d  t u r n  p e o p l e  u p s i d e  

d o w n ,  s o  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  d e a d  b u t  f l o a t in g  in  t h e  w r o n g  p o s i t i o n , ”  h e  

s a id .

I n  a n  e r a  w h e n  s p o r t s  l i k e  h o c k e y ,  s o c c e r ,  b a s e b a l l  a n d  s w i m m i n g  

w e r e  n o t  p a r t  o f  k i d s ’ e v e r y d a y  r o u t i n e  a s  t h e y  a r e  n o w ,  K i e f e r  w a s  

a  t i r e l e s s  p r o p o n e n t  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i z in g  o f  s w i m m i n g  a n d  w a t e r  

s p o r t s ,  f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  r e c r e a t i o n  o r  p h y s i c a l  th e r a p y .  H e  d e c id e d  

t h a t  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  l e a r n  h o w  t o  s w i m ,  p e r i o d .  H e  p l a y e d  a  r o l e  in  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a b o v e - g r o u n d  p o o l  a n d ,  a f t e r  e v e n tu a l l y  

o b t a i n i n g  o n e  a t  h i s  h o u s e ,  h e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  J o y c e  w o u l d  t e a c h  c h i ld r e n  

to  s w i m  th e r e .  W h e n  a  c h u r c h  n e a r  h is  h o m e  in  G le n v i e w ,  111., o p e n e d  

a  p o o l ,  t h e y  l i k e w i s e  t a u g h t  “ a n y o n e  a n d  e v e r y o n e  t o  s w i m ,  f r e e  o f  

c h a r g e ,”  h e  s a id .

D u r i n g  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t  o f  th e  1 9 6 0 s ,  K i e f e r  p l a y e d  a  

r o l e  in  o p e n i n g  u p  p o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  th e  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y ,  

w h o  a t  l e a s t  in  th e  lo w e r - i n c o m e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  s u c h  

a  t h i n g .  A t  th e  t i m e ,  p o o l  s e g r e g a t io n  w a s  a m o n g  th e  i s s u e s  f u e l in g  

b i t t e r  r a c e  r i o t s .  H e  w o r k e d  w i th  t h e n - m a y o r  R i c h a r d  J .  D a le y  to  m a k e  

s u r e  t h a t  p o o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  in  a l l  C h ic a g o  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  n o t  j u s t  th e  

w e a l t h i e r  o n e s .

I n  k e e p i n g  w i th  h i s  e m p h a s i s  o n  s w i m m i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e ,  K ie f e r  

w a s  a l s o  o b s e s s e d  w i th  s a f e ty .  H e  h a d  a  h a n d  in  i n v e n t in g  s c o r e s  o f  

w a t e r  s p o r t s  a n d  s a f e t y  p r o d u c t s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  w a t e r  s k i s  ( s o l id  

a s h  n u m b e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  S u r f  K in g )  t o  a  U V  w a t e r  p u r i f y i n g  s y s t e m  a s  

a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  c h l o r in e .

W o r k i n g  o n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c o u n c i l  f o r  S e a r s  R o e b u c k ,  a l o n g  w i th  

o t h e r  a t h l e t e s  i n c lu d in g  b a s e b a l l  g r e a t  T e d  W i l l i a m s  a n d  m o u n t a in  

c l i m b e r  S i r  E d m u n d  H i l l a r y ,  h e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  p r o m o t e d  c o u n t l e s s  

w a t e r  s p o r t s  p r o d u c t s .  H e  a l s o  w o r k e d  w i th  J a c q u e s  C o u s t e a u  to  

p o p u l a r i z e  s c u b a  d iv i n g  o n  a  m a s s  le v e l ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o m i n g  u p  w i th  

t h e  t e r m  “ s c u b a ”  ( s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  u n d e r w a t e r  b r e a t h in g  

a p p a r a tu s ) .

“ W e  d e c id e d  t h a t  w e  h a d  to  s e p a r a t e  s k in  d iv i n g  

f r o m  s c u b a  d iv i n g ,”  h e  s a id .  “ W e  d i s c u s s e d  th i s  n e w  

d r a m a t i c  u n d e r w a t e r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d i v i n g  -  w e  s a id  w e  

c a n ’t  l e t  k id s  d o  th i s  u n l e s s  t h e y ’r e  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d .”  

K i e f e r  w a s  a l s o  a s k e d  to  a u d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  r o l e  o f  

T a r z a n  in  t h e  o r ig i n a l  m o v i e  a n d  u r g e d  t o  a c c e p t  th e  

p a r t .  H e  to l d  t h e m  h e  w o u l d  b e  o n  t h e  n e x t  p l a n e  o u t .

“ I t  j u s t  d i d n ’t  a p p e a l  to  m e  a t  a l l .  T h e y  w e r e  t e l l i n g  

m e  w h a t  t o  d o  a n d  w h a t  t o  s a y ,”  h e  s a id .

H e  h a s  12  p a t e n t s  a n d  a t  a g e  8 4  h e  is  s t i l l  a c t i v e l y  

w o r k i n g  o n  h i s  p r o d u c t s  a n d  i n v e n t io n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

s w i m m i n g  e v e r y  d a y  a t  h i s  h o m e  in  W a d s w o r th ,  111.

“ O u r  j o b  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  s w i m m i n g  a n d  g e t  

e v e r y o n e  in  t h e  w a te r ,”  h e  s a id .  “ S w i m  f o r  h e a l t h ,  s w im  

f o r  f u n .  I t ’ll s a v e  y o u r  l i f e ,  o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  s o m e o n e  e l s e .  

I t ’s  a  l i f e t i m e  t h i n g .”



by  K ari L y d e rse n

t w o  a t h l e t e s  a f t e r  t h e  l i m e l i g h t  f a d e s

Ernie Terrell

M u h a m m a d  A l i  i s  i n a r g u a b l y  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  a n d  b e l o v e d  b o x e r  o f  

a l l  t i m e ,  f o r  h i s  a m a z i n g  s k i l l  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  b r a v e  a n d  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

p o l i t i c a l  s t a n d s  a n d  h i s  u n f l a g g i n g  b r a g g a d o c i o .

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  E r n i e  T e r r e l l ,  w h o  p r e c e d e d  A l i  a s  t h e  W o r l d  

B o x i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  c h a m p i o n  in  1 9 6 5  a n d  1 9 6 6 ,  s e e m s  s o f t - s p o k e n  

a n d  m o d e s t .  T o  h im ,  h e  s a id ,  a s  t o  m a n y  b o x e r s ,  b o x i n g  w a s  n o t  

a b o u t  p o l i t i c s  o r  e v e n  lo v e  o f  t h e  s p o r t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  a  

s o c i e t y  w h e r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u n g  B l a c k  m a l e s  f r o m  l o w - i n c o m e  

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w e r e  f e w  a n d  f a r  b e t w e e n .

“ T h e  o n l y  h e r o  I k n e w  o f  g r o w i n g  u p  w a s  J o e  L o u i s , ”  h e  s a id .  

“ H e  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  y o u  w o u l d  s e e  u p  th e r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  B l a c k  s ta r s .  

T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  J a c k i e  R o b i n s o n ,  b u t  b a s e b a l l  a n d  f o o tb a l l  w e r e n ’t  a s  

b i g  y e t .  E v e r y  t i m e  J o e  L o u i s  w o u l d  f ig h t ,  i t  w a s  l i k e  t h e  w o r l d  w o u l d  

s to p  a n d  t a k e  n o t i c e .  T h a t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g . ”

A n d  i r o n i c a l ly ,  t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  s e e m e d  t o  t a k e  m o s t  

n o t i c e  o f  f o r  T e r r e l l  w a s  n o t  o n e  o f  h i s  o w n  p e r f o r m a n c e s  s o  m u c h  a s  

t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  h e  d i s s e d  A l i .

T e r r e l l  s a y s  h e  h e l d  h i s  o w n  w i t h  A l i  in  t h e i r  1 9 6 7  w o r l d  t i t l e  

f ig h t ,  w h i l e  o th e r s  s e e  i t  d i f f e r e n t ly .  T o d a y ,  T e r r e l l  i s  t i g h t - l i p p e d  a b o u t  

A l i ,  e x p r e s s i n g  n e i t h e r  i l l  w i l l  n o r  a d u l a t i o n  f o r  h im .  A  W e b  s i t e  c a l l e d  

T h e  C y b e r  B o x i n g  Z o n e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e i r  b a t t l e  th u s :

“ T h e  t a l l  a n d  l a n k y  T e r r e l l  e a r n e d  h i s  ‘t i t l e ’ b y  b e a t i n g  E d d i e  

M a c h e n  a f t e r  t h e  W B  A  s t r i p p e d  M u h a m m a d  A l i ,  o s t e n s i b l y  f o r  g iv i n g  

S o n n y  L i s t o n  a n  i m m e d i a t e  r e m a t c h .  T h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  p r o b a b l y  w a s  

b e c a u s e  o f  A l i ’s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B l a c k  M u s l i m s .  A l i  d e f e a t e d  

T e r r e l l  f o r  t h e  ‘U n d i s p u t e d  T i t l e ’ F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 6 7  w h i l e  s h o u t i n g  

‘W h a t ’s  m y  n a m e ? ’ t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i g h t 't o  T e r r e l l  w h o  h a d  in s i s t e d  o n  

c a l l i n g  h i m  b y  h i s  ‘s l a v e  n a m e ’ C a s s i u s  C la y .  “

G r o w i n g  u p ,  T e r r e l l  t r a i n e d  a t  t h e  M i d w e s t  A t h l e t i c  C lu b  o n  th e  

f i f t h  f l o o r  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  in  d o w n t o w n  C h i c a g o .  H e  a l s o  w e n t  t o  t r a i n i n g  

c a m p s  w i t h  w e l l - k n o w n  b o x e r s  a s  t h e  i n s t r u c to r s .

“ T h e  i d e a  o f  g o i n g  t o  a  c a m p  is  t h a t  y o u  d o n ’t  d o  s o m e  o f  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u ’d  d o  e v e r y  d a y ,”  h e  s a id .  “ Y o u  t r y  t o  g e t  y o u r  r e f l e x e s  

s h a r p ,  t o  g e t  i n  t o p  c o n d i t i o n ,  s o  w h e n  y o u  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  y o u  j u s t  

e x p l o d e  in  t h e  r i n g . ”

T e r r e l l  h a d  h i s  f i r s t  p r o  f i g h t  in  1 9 5 7  a g a i n s t  a  m a n  n a m e d  

N o r m a n  B o l d e n  in  D e t r o i t .  H e  m o v e d  u p  t h e  r a n k s  t o  b e c o m e  p r o  f o r  a  

c a r e e r  t h a t  s p a n n e d  2 0  y e a r s  t o t a l .  H i s  b i g g e s t  p u r s e  w a s  $ 3 9 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  

t h e  W B A  t i t l e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  A l i ,  w h i c h  A l i  w o n  in  a  1 5 - r o u n d  j u d g e ’s 

d e c i s i o n  t h o u g h  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s e n t i m e n t  i s  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h a v e  

k n o c k e d  T e r r e l l  o u t  b u t  c h o s e  n o t  to .

“ D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  A l i  a n d  I w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  r a n k s  t o g e t h e r , ”  

T e r r e l f s a i d .  “ I k n e w  h im ,  I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  j u s t  a s  g o o d  a s  h im .  I d o n ’t  

k n o w  w h y  h e  w a s  a l w a y s  m a k i n g  a l l  t h a t  n o i s e .  B u t  o n e  t h i n g  a b o u t  

a l l  h i s  t a l k i n g ,  h e  c o u l d  b a c k  i t  u p  w h e n  h e  g o t  

in  t h e  r i n g .  H e  w a s  a  v e r y  u n u s u a l  p e r s o n .

H e  s a c r i f i c e d  a  lo t ,  a n d  h e  g a v e  t h e  t i t l e  u p  

b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  r e l i g i o n .  T h e n  h e  b e c a m e  e v e n  

m o r e  p o p u l a r  f r o m  d o i n g  t h a t . ”

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  h e  d i d n ’t  t h i n k  t h e  m o v i e  

“ A l i ”  d i d  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  s to r y  b e c a u s e  i t  l e f t  o u t  

m a n y  f a c e t s  o f  A l i ’s  l i f e  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  c l o s e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  m o t h e r .

“ A n d  t h e  g u y  w h o  p l a y e d  m e  d i d  a  l o u s y  

j o b , ”  h e  s a id .

T h o u g h  f o o t b a l l  a n d  b a s e b a l l  h a v e  

b e c o m e  m o r e  h i g h  p r o f i l e  t h a n  b o x i n g  n o w ,

T e r r e l l  s t i l l  s e e s  i t  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s p o r t .

“ W h e n  y o u ’r e  t a l k i n g  b e i n g  t h e  b e s t  

in  b o x in g ,  y o u ’r e  t a l k i n g  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d , ”

T e r r e l l  s a id .  “ T h a t ’s w h a t ’s  u n i q u e  a b o u t

b o x i n g .  W i th  f o o t b a l l ,  y o u ’r e  o n l y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  U .S .  Y o u  e n j o y  i t  

w h e n  i t ’s  a l l  o v e r .  W h i l e  y o u ’r e  in  t h e  r i n g ,  i t ’s  r o u g h ! ”

B o x i n g  w a s n ’t  t h e  o n l y  a r e n a  w h e r e  t h e  u n a s s u m i n g  T e r r e l l  

b e c a m e  f a m o u s .  H e  a l s o ,  s p e n t  13  y e a r s  a s  t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e  s o u l  g r o u p  

E r n i e  T e r r e l l  a n d  t h e  H e a v y w e i g h t s  w h o  p l a y e d  t h e  t o p  c l u b s  in  

M o t o w n ,  L a s  V e g a s  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a l s o  a p p e a r i n g  o n  T .V . 

s h o w s  l i k e  J o h n n y  C a r s o n  a n d  M e r v  G r i f f in .

M u s i c a l  t a l e n t  r a n  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  -  h i s  s i s t e r  J e a n  r e p l a c e d  D i a n a  

R o s s  a f t e r  s h e  l e f t  t h e  S u p r e m e s .

T o d a y ,  T e r r e l l  d o e s  s o m e  t r a i n i n g  o f  f ig h t e r s  a n d  f i g h t - p r o m o t i n g .  

H e  a l s o  s i n g s  t o  p r i s o n e r s  w i t h  h i s  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  c h o i r .  H e  l i v e s  o n  

t h e  s o u t h  s id e  o f  C h i c a g o ,  n o t  t o o  f a r  f r o m  w h e r e  h e  g r e w  u p .  S in c e  

1 9 8 6 ,  h e  h a s  r u n  T e r r e l l ’s  J a n i t o r i a l  S e r v i c e  w h i c h  s u b c o n t r a c t s  w o r k  

f o r  t h e  C h i c a g o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n d  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t .  O n e  o f  t h e  s t a f f  

m e m b e r s  a t  T e r r e l l ’s  i s  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t r a c k  l u m i n a r y  J e s s e  O w e n s .

T e r r e l l  n o t e s  t h a t  w h i l e  h e  h a s  f a r e d  w e l l  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  m a n y  

b o x e r s  u l t i m a t e l y  e n d  u p  w i t h  n o t h i n g ,  n o t  e v e n  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  a f t e r  

w i n n i n g  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  in  p r i z e  m o n e y .

“ T h e  b o y s  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  l o w e s t  e n d  o f  s o c i e ty ,  t h e  p r o j e c t s ,  t o  

m a k e  a  n a m e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s , ”  h e  s a id .  “ T h e y ’v e  b e e n  t a u g h t  t o  f ig h t ,  

b u t  n o t  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  T h e y ’r e  l i k e  k i d s  i n  c a n d y  s to r e s .  T h a t ’s 

h o w  i t  h a p p e n e d  w i t h  L e o n  S p in k s ,  w h o  m a d e  a  l o t  o f  m o n e y  f ig h t in g  

M u h a m m a d  A l i .  T h e  m o n e y  j u s t  m e l t e d  a w a y .”

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  n o w ,  t h e  p r i z e  m o n e y  i s  m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  w h e n  

h e  w a s  c o m p e t i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  p a y - p e r - v i e w  T .V . f o r  b i g  m a t c h e s .  H e  

e x p e c t s  t h i s  p o t  t o  g e t  e v e n  b i g g e r  a s  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  R u s s i a  a n d  

C h i n a  s t a r t  d e v e l o p i n g  p o p u l a r  p a y - p e r - v i e w  t e c h n o lo g y .

W h e n  a s k e d  w h y  i t  is  t h a t  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  l o w e r  

r u n g s  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  l a d d e r  w h o  g r a v i t a t e  t o w a r d  b o x i n g ,  h e  s a y s  h e  

i s  n o t  s u r e .

“ I  g u e s s  t h e  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e  c a n  g e t  e a s i e r  j o b s , ”  h e  s a id .  

“ T h e y ’r e  t h e  o n e s  m a k i n g  m o n e y  m a n a g i n g  t h e  b o x e r s . ”
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B i o t e r r o r :
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  W a r s  T h e  A m e r i c a n  W a y
Ellen Ray and William H. S ch aap , ed.
O cean  Books, 2003 
ww w .oceanbooks.com .au

With th e  om inous term  “w eap o n s  of m a ss  destruc tion” 
(WMD) being firmly fixed in today 's  political lexicon, it is 
of crucial im portance tha t th o se  w ho take  in teres t in th e  
foreign and  dom estic  policies em ployed by th e  United 
S ta te s  u n ders tand  the  role tha t A m erica h as  played 
in the  proliferation of su ch  w eaponry . T he stan d a rd  
line being touted  by policy m akers  and parro ted  by 
m ainstream  m edia outlets is one  tha t c a s ts  A m erica a s  
being th e  diligent dem ocracy  with the benevolent in ten­
tions of ridding the  world of th e  vile sco u rg e  of chem i­
cal, biological, and  nuclear w eaponry . H ence  th e  U.S. 
instigated  stando ffs with Iraq and North Korea.

It s e e m s  th a t in the  world after th e  S ep te m b er 
11 tragedy, the  security  of any  and  all nations not su f­
ficiently hum ble enough  to bow to A m erican dictum s 
m ust su rren d er any notion of their own national security  
or face  the  sp e c te r  of war. P e rh ap s  a s  odious a s  this 
c lea r notion of A m erican  hegem ony  is th e  unbridled 
rancid s ten ch  of hypocrisy tha t p e rm ea te s  U.S. p ro p a ­
g an d a  pertain ing  to  w eap o n s  of m a ss  destruction . For 
it h a s  b ee n  the  United S ta te s  tha t h a s  b ee n  the  m ost 
guilty in reg ard s  to th e  sp read ing  of WMD te chno lo ­
g ie s  to tyrannical despo tic  regim es, a s  o p p o sed  to the 
m uch m aligned (and justifiably so) so -ca lled  “axis of 
evil" s ta te s  of Iraq, Iran, and  North Korea. In Bioterror: 
M anufacturing W ars the  A m erican Way the  editors 
m ake a  thoughtful a ttem pt a t placing th e  cu rren t WMD 
hype in its p roper historical con tex t and , in doing so, 
offer a  stinging rebuke of A m erica’s cu rren t and  form er 
governm ental policy.

T he book, which is an  anthology of so rts , is ed ited  
by Ellen Ray and  William H. S ch aap , co -founders  of 
C overt Action Q uarterly  m agazine . For nearly  30 
y ea rs  CAQ, h as  been  offering poignant investigative 
reporting on U.S. a ttem p ts  a t subverting  dem ocracy  
worldwide and the  a s sa u lts  on civil and  hum an rights 
he re  a t hom e. B ioterror is a  collection of artic les  that 
originally ran  in CAQ from 1982-1993. T h e se  tra c ts  a re  
m ore appropria te  now than  ever, offering re ad e rs  a  vital 
perspective  tha t will not be h ea rd  from FOX new s pun ­
dits, th e  scrip t reading politicos of C-SPA N . B ioterror is 
a  m ust read  for th o se  who w ant to begin to u n ders tand  
the  com plexities and  cut through the  m uck of rhetoric 
tha t p a s s e s  for d eb a te  ab o u t A m erica’s role concern ing  
WMD.

S tarting  with World W ar 1 w hen the  U.S. w as  m an­
ufacturing four tim es a s  m uch poison g as  than  w ere 
the G erm an s to G eo rge  Bush (the first one) subverting 
investigations into how th e  United S ta te s  had  provided 
WMD a s s is ta n c e  to Iraq during its bloody w ar with Iran, 
B io terror offers a  litany of fac ts  tha t m ake a  c lea r c a se  
aga in st a  not so  innocent A m erica.

As if helping to g a s  Kurdish w om en and children 
and  propping up tyrannical d esp o ts  w as not enough, 
B io terror show s how even A m erican troops w ere  also, 
a lbeit unintentionally, victim ized by U.S. u s e  of chem i­

cal and  biological w eap o n s. In th e  V ietnam  W ar the  
u se  of the  defoliant “A gent O ran g e” w as  w idesp read , 
the  rational being tha t a  guerilla arm y deprived  of its 
food s o u rc e s  and  jungle sh e lte r  would co llapse . This 
w idesp read  defoliation, m uch like th e  w hole Vietnam 
experience , failed m iserably; how ever, th e  ca rc inogen ic  
ingredients u sed  in A gent O range did m a n ag e  to  riddle 
a  num ber of ex p o sed  A m erican G .I.s with d is e a se  —  to 
say  nothing of th o u san d s  of V ie tnam ese  afflicted with 
c a n c e r  and  childhood birth defec ts .

O ther inc idents covered  in B ioterror a re  the  early  
8 0 ’s  ou tb reak  of D engue F ever tha t m ost certain ly  w as 
th e  resu lt of ac tions ca rried  out by th e  CIA and  then 
th e re  w as A nthrax ep isod ic  tha t m ysteriously ap p e a red  
in th e  nation of Z im babw e a s  the  black m ajority w as  in 
conflict with th e  w hite minority of tha t country during de 
colonization. P e rh ap s , m ost im portantly, the  U.S. p a t­
tern of refusal to  partic ipate  in international effo rts  to 
s tem  th e  tide of CBW th a t is put on display.

B ioterror is a  co n c ise  and  thoughtful read  tha t is a 
good starting  point for th o se  who a re  not satisfied  with 
the  official ed ic ts  e sp o u s e d  in the  daily P en tagon  briefs 
by Rum sfeld and  com pany. With the  likelihood that 
U.S. troops  will likely fight a  w ar in Iraq increasing  by 
the  day, th e  im portance of exposing  A m erica’s  flawed 
justifica tions can  no t be  o vers ta ted . This book can  be 
an  im portant tool in this regard.
-Tony Alien

F r o m  T h e  R o a d :
S n a p s h o t s  o f  L i v i n g  R e s i s t a n c e :  
a  z i n e  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n
S on ja S. and  Jen n ic a  B.

T he ad v a n cem e n ts  of US im perialism  got you dow n? 
Looking for inspiration to keep  your pass io n  burning for 
building m a ss  b a se d  anti-racist, multiracial, fem inist, 
q u e e r  and  tra n s  liberationist, an ti-cap italis t m ovem ents 
working for collective liberation? You should  read  this 
zine. T he editors, w ho “w ere  feeling disillusioned and 
u n ed u ca ted  ab o u t w hat am azing  work w e knew  m ust 
b e  out the re ,” traveled  the  country for nine m onths and 
interview ed peop le from over 50 o rgan izations working 
for socia l c h a n g e  in 20  s ta te s  in th e  S ou thw est, Mid­
w est, N o rtheast and  the  S outh  of th e  US and  N ortheast 
C anada .

This zine com piles profiles and  descrip tions of 22 
g roups which th e  ed ito rs found to  be the  m ost “creative, 
inspiring, radical, in teresting and  solid in their com m it­
m ent to ending ALL form s of o p p ress ion .” T he profiles 
include th e  g roups, s ize , location, th e  constituenc ies  
they work with, racial m akeup, a re a  of work, how long 
they ’ve  b ee n  around  and  co n tac t info. T he descrip tions 
ran g e  from s to rie s  ab o u t how groups ca m e  together, 
how they  m ake dec isions, the  u se  of c a u c u se s  to 
cha llenge w hite suprem acy , patriarchy, capitalism  and  
heterosex ism  and  how organ izations in both rural and  
urban com m unities have developed  su ccess fu l c a m ­
paigns and projects. E ach group g e ts  ab o u t 2  p a g e s  in 
this 7 0 -p a g e  reso u rce  guide.

Learn ab o u t the  S outh  W est O rganizing P rojects, 
environm ental ju stice  work in New M exico. Find out

how th re e  activists '  S u sa n , N icola and  Ju liana  
s ta r ted  up the  W om en’s  P rison Book Projec t in Min­
n eso ta . R ead  ab o u t Latino/a and  N ative A m erican led 
im m igrant rights organizing with D erechos  H um anos/ 
H um an Rights Coalition of A rizona and multiracial, a n ­
tiracist q u ee r  liberation work with SO N G  (S ou therne rs  
On New G round). C heck  ou t how groups like P roject 
S outh , in A tlanta, the  C atalyst C en te r in Toronto, the 
Freire C en ter in M inneapolis and  th e  70 y ea r old leg ­
en d a ry  H ighlander C en ter in New M arket, T e n n e sse e  
a re  using popular education  to develop  leadersh ip  
and  build m ovem ent for rad ical socia l change . R ead 
ab o u t the  P eop le 's  Institute and  how they 've  tra ined  
over 35 ,000  peop le in undoing racism  w orkshops. The 
zine is divided into 8 ca tego rie s: Environm ental Justice , 
Faith B ased  Work, A nti-R acism  and  A nti-O ppression  
Trainings, A nti-Prison Work, A lternative Living, Solidar­
ity Activism, Popular Education and  C om m unity B ased  
O rganizing.

If you 're looking for o rgan iza tions to netw ork with, 
looking for trainings and re so u rces , w ant to  h e a r  how 
o th e r g roups  a re  doing their work, w ant to read  abou t 
vibrant and  inspiring folks w ho a re  organizing from the 
g ra s s ro o ts  to  build our m ovem ents and  win justice, then  
you should  read  Jen n ic a  and S on ja 's  zine. $5  for post­
a g e  and  printing. 648  P ro sp e c t PI. #4R , Brooklyn, NY 
11216 or write to w elcom inggirl@ hotm ail.com .
-C hris C ra ss

I n s u r g e n t  M u s e :
L i f e  a n d  A r t  a t  t h e  W o m a n ’s  B u i l d i n g
Terry W olverton
City Lights Books, 2002
www.citylights.com

B efore I even  b eg a n  read ing  th e  book, In su rg en t 
M use : Life a n d  Art a t  the  W om an’s  Building, I had  
g re a t ex p e c ta tio n s  for w ha t lie a h e a d . I like read ing  
ab o u t fem inist e x p e rie n c e s , espec ia lly  a  co llec ­
tive fem inist e x p e rien ce  with th e  m agn itude  of the 
W om an 's Building. It m ak es  m e g re e n  with envy tha t 
I w asn 't ab le  to p a r tak e  in th e  a l l-en co m p assin g  and 
chang ing  world of 7 0 s  fem inism . Terry W olverton’s  
book, In su rg en t M use, lived up to my ex p e c ta tio n s . It 
is a  su c c e ss fu l fusion of m em oir and  fem inist history. 
H er writing h as  a  refresh ing , unap o lo g e tic  tone  and 
th is is w hat m akes  th e  W om an 's  Building sp ring  to life 
on th e  p ag e . This book e n c o u ra g e s  third w ave fem i­
n is ts  to g e t out th e re  an d  g e t involved, to b e  part of a 
culture, to s tan d  up and  m ake s o m e  noise.

Judy  C hicago, S h e ila .d e  Bretteville, and  A rlene 
R aven founded  th e  W om an 's Building in LA in the 
1970s. It w as a  p la ce  tha t em b ra c e d  w om en and 
exp lo red  w hat it m e an t to belong  to a  fem ale  cen te red  
o rgan iza tion  fo cu sed  on c rea ting  a  w om an 's  culture. 
T he W om an’s Building provided th a t so lidarity  p lace 
w h ere  w om en could turn w hen  they  n e e d e d  to  feel 
th a t the ir a r t w as valid. W olverton often d is c u s s e s  how 
th e re  w ere  two buildings, th e  ac tu a l physical s truc tu re  
and  then  th e  im age you held in your h ea d . T he build­
ing tha t w as  a p art of you an d  a  p a r t of every  w om an 
th a t ev e r w alked th rough  its do o rs . T he building in turn



b e c o m e s  a  sym bol for th e  self, “th e  m aterial s tru c tu re  
of brick an d  p la s te r  an d  th e  en e rg e tic  p re s e n c e , the  
vision, th e  d ream .” W olverton often felt th a t s h e  w as 
trying to  be m any th ings and  s trugg led  with th e  per­
ception  of w ho s h e  w as. O ften tim es s h e  saw  h e rse lf  
a s  not only a  w om an, but a lso  a lesb ian , a rtis t, writer, 
activ ist, perform er, and  fem inist. H er s tru g g le  to  fit th e  
p ie c e s  of h e rse lf  into p la ce  o ften  resem b led  a  half 
fin ished  jigsaw  puzz le . S h e  w as alw ays shifting them  
a round , trying to  m ake them  fit. T he  W om an’s  Building 
mim icked W olverton 's e x a sp e ra tio n  an d  s tru g g le  to 
find an  identity.

In su rg en t M use, o p e n s  with th e  w ords of Adri­
en n e  Rich, “No o n e  ev e r told u s  w e had  to  s tudy  our 
lives...." W olverton h a s  taken  th e s e  w ords to  h e a rt 
an d  p roduced  a  m em oir th a t ex p lo res  th a t is s u e  to  its 
fullest. W olverton a p p ro a c h e s  her m em oir with a  razo r 
sh a rp  knife and  d o e sn 't back  dow n. In su rgen t M use, 
ex p lo res  th e  fem inist m an tra  “th e  p erso n a l is political” 
so  o ften  h ea rd  in th e  sev en tie s . W hich “...d e m a n d e d  
th a t our lives inform ou r politics, but o ffered  s c a n t 
adv ice  to  dea l with w hat ou r politics w ould do to  our 
lives.” W olverton b a re s  her in secu rities  and  fjer tri­
um phs and  m ak es  no ap o lo g ies . From her a ttem p ted  
su ic ide  in 1976, to  dying 180 y ard s  of g a u z e  pink to 
re sem b le  a  vag ina, to  th e  s tru g g le s  of th e  L esb ian  Art 
P ro jec t, an d  to  her trium ph a s  execu tive  d irec to r of the  
W om an 's  Building. H er tria ls and  trium phs a re  all th e re  
—  s h e  truly lived her m antra .

W olverton 's 13 y e a r  involvem ent with the  
W om an 's  Building s p a n n e d  into the  ea rly  ‘8 0 s . This 
transition  from the  '7 0 s  to  th e  '8 0 s  ch a n g e d  h e r  and  
th e  W om an 's  Buildings g ra s s ro o ts , la id -b ack  w ay of 
life into th e  d es ire  for m a in stream  acceptability . T he 
W om an’s  Building “w restled  with its coun tercu ltu ra l 
ro o ts  an d  th e  m a n d a te  to  build itself into an  institution." 
S h e  had  to grow  up an d  grow  up fa s t in o rd e r  to help 
h e rse lf  an d  th e  W om an’s  Building survive. T he '8 0 s  
requ ired  th e  W om an 's  Building to  com prom ise  and  
m erg e  itse lf with th e  m a instream  in o rd e r  to g e t fund­
ing w hich tra n sla ted  into surv ival. “T he d is a p p e a ra n c e  
of a r ts  funding an d  th e  e m e rg e n c e  of econom ic  hard 
tim es th a t will s e n d  th e  W om an 's  Building scram bling  
for th e  co v e r of m a in stream  respectab ility , m aking us 
think tw ice  befo re  using  th e  work fem inist, le t a lo n e  
lesb ian , in g ran t p ro p o sa ls , b ro ch u res , o r exhib itions.” 
This sh ift in th e  book provided su ch  an  h o n es t look 
a t no t only th e  W om an’s  Building an d  W olverton but 
a lso  fem inism  an d  how  g rea tly  it w as  ch a n g e d  by the  
econom ic  boom  of th e  ‘80s.

In su rg en t M use w on’t let u s  fo rg e t th e  W om an 's  
Building. Its re s is ta n c e  to  th e  m a instream  m ay have 
buried  it b e n e a th  th e  su r fa c e  but it h a s  an  im portan t 
p la ce  within th e  h isto ry  of se c o n d  w ave fem inism . 
Terry W olverton h a s  d ec id ed  to bring th e  W om an’s 
Building full fold into the  m a instream . I think it’s  ab o u t 
tim e so c ie ty  em b ra c e d  th e  cu ltu re of th e  W om an’s 
Building and  rea lized  w ha t an  im portan t con tribu to r it 
w as  to not only w om an 's  a r t but a lso  th e  w ay soc ie ty  
view s w om en and  the ir a rtis tic  e n d e av o rs .
-K ris Leja

R a c e  a n d  R e s i s t a n c e :
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  in  t h e  2 1 st C e n t u r y
H erb Boyd, ed.
South End P re ss , 2002 
w w w .sou thendpress.o rg

It s e e m s  an  im possib le  ta sk  to sum m arize the  history of 
African A m erican re s is ta n ce  and  strugg le up until th e  
21st century. R ather than  attem p t tha t en o rm o u s proj­
ec t, ed ito r H erb Boyd h a s  ap p ro ach ed  this sh arp  and  
e leg an t anthology a s  a  d iscuss ion  on a  b road  spectrum  
of is su es . Many of the  an thologized  p ie ces  a re  taken 
from sp e e c h e s , giving th e  book a  conversational feel. 
Tackling topics a s  d iverse  a s  th e  Black R adical C on ­
g re ss , the  strugg le for repara tions, the  environm ental 
ju stice  m ovem ent, and  G eo rge  W.'s foreign policy (or 
lack thereof) in Africa, R ace  a n d  R es is ta n ce  p re sen ts  
a  w ealth  of inform ation in an  easily  a c cess ib le  form at. 
Both widely known w riters and  le ss  w ell-rep resen ted  
vo ices a re  included in this excellen t anthology. Though 
n one  of the  e s s a y s  run m ore than  ten  o r fifteen p ag es, 
m ost include bibliographies with m ore inform ation on 
e a ch  topic. I w as  particularly im pressed  by John ita  
S co tt-O b ad e le 's  insightful com m entary  on repara tions, 
Yvonne B ynoe's d iscussion  of the  politics of hip hop, 
and  th e  ever-form idable A ngela Davis’ e s s a y  on the  
prison industrial com plex, in which s h e  points out the  
frightening sim ilarities b e tw een  prison labor and  sw e a t­
sh o p s  in the  global S outh . This an thology is a  perfec t 
introduction to key is s u e s  facing A frican-A m ericans 
and any o n e  invested  in an ti-rac ist organizing.
-S a ra h  M arie

S e p t e m b e r  11 a n d  t h e  U S .  W a r :
B e y o n d  T h e  C u r t a i n  o f  S m o k e
R oger B urbach an d  Ben Clarke, ed .
City Lights, 2002 
www.citylights.com

T here’s  currently  a  flood of books on the  m arket cov­
ering terrorist and  th e  US. “w ar on terror.” Its a lm ost 
overw helm ing w hen considering  w hat to reach  for to 
try and  gain insight into th e  ev en ts  surrounding 9/11. 
City Lights h a s  m ade  it a  bit e a s ie r  with S e p te m b e r  11 
a n d  the  US. War.

A collection of e s s a y s  by over 30 au tho rs, with 
n am es  such  a s  Howard Zinn, R obert Fisk, Arund- 
hati Roy and  M ichael Parenti, th is book co v e rs  a  lot of 
ground. Broken up into th re e  sec tions , it exp lo res the 
origins and  co n s e q u e n c e s  of the  p re sen t situation, and  
w hat w e can  do  to ch a n g e  it.

T he m ost interesting part of the  book w as in its 
exploration of the  possib le  c a u s e s  th a t led up to  9/11. 
V arious au th o rs  tackle a  d iverse  num ber of rea so n s  
ranging from oil in teres ts  to globalization to im perial­
ism, all which contributed. T he e s s a y s  draw  deep ly  on 
the  history of US foreign policy, not limited to the  Middle 
E ast. This b road  history le sso n  a lone  m akes th is book 
an  invaluable resou rce , a  n e c e ss a ry  gu ide in navigat­
ing th e  history m ost of us know and  th e  history tha t is 
slowly em erging  tha t w e have never known. It’s  through 
this history tha t the  au tho rs  a lso  show  us th e  potential

ou tcom e of the  cu rren t US ‘w ar on terror', d em o n stra t­
ing the  cycle of violence the  U.S. is doom ed  to  p artake  
in by retaliating in its p re sen t m anner. The book a lso  
offers s te p s  th e  US. could take  to s ta rt moving forw ard 
to co rrec t th e  situation.

T he effort put into se lec ting  th e  e s s a y s  and o rg a ­
nizing them  a s  they a p p e a r  is obvious and  m akes this 
an  e ssen tia l read  for anyone really in teres ted  in the 
o th e r s id e  of the  “w ar on terror."
-C hris  Bellevie

S p o r t s :  T h e  A l l - A m e r i c a n  A d d i c t i o n
John  R. G erdy
U niversity P re s s  of M ississippi 2002 
w w w .up ress .sta te .m s.u s

Working from his unique background and  his roles in 
college sp o rts  adm inistration (he w as a  college All- 
A m erican ath lete  in basketball, and  had  a  brief c a re e r  
a s  a  professional basketball player)" G erdy p resen ts  a 
thoroughly re searc h ed  book: Sports: The All-American 
Addiction.

If it w asn ’t for his roles a s  e ither a  player or an 
adm inistrator, I likely would have considered  his book 
the  work of a  fan d iscouraged  by the  current co u rse  
tha t organized  sp o rts  in A m erica is taking, and  how it’s  
perce ived  by the public-at-large.

It's an  irrefutable fact tha t w e live in a  tim e of sky­
rocketing en tertainm ent co sts , s tra to spheric  sa la ries  
of our beloved professional a th letes, and  a  seem ingly 
com plete lack of ow ner and player loyalties to the  com ­
m unities they hold ties to. G erdy m akes bold a s su m p ­
tions like this throughout the  book — that it’s  not the  
sp o rts  them selves  tha t a re  a t fault, but the  very way 
tha t sp o rts  them selves and  its players a re  perce ived  by 
the  public. He so u n d s  a  rallying cry tha t th e re  should be 
an inc reased  em phasis  p laced  on active participation at 
all levels rather than the slothful p ass ive  observation  so  
com m on today. How m any of us h av e ^ ith e r participated 
in (or overheard) a  conversation  consisting of a  sen ti­
m ent similar to, “I don 't know how to play/l’m not good 
a t ‘x’ activity, so  I'd m uch rather w atch people who know 
w hat they 're  doing tha t way I’m not laughed at.”

W e A m ericans, a s  a  nation, have gone from a 
nation of active participation to pass ive  observation. 
A lmost g one  com pletely a re  the  neighborhood pick-up 
g am es , only to be rep laced  by in ter-scholastic te am s 
and /o r club te am s a s  the  so le  dom ain of th o se  who excel 
a t any  given sport, leaving th o se  w ho a ren 't “s ta r” caliber 
to s j  and  watch.

G erdy d esire s  a  com plete revam ping of spo rts  
participation including (but not limited to) a  minimum 
a g e  limit of eigh teen  for Olympic or professional sports; 
the  estab lishm ent of guidelines for co a c h e s  a t th e  youth 
level consisting of: formal preparation in fitness training, 
and  child developm ent.

Further, such  program s m ust a lso  be developed 
for college c o a ch es  a s  they, too, justify their position 
on cam pus on the  basis  of their being educato rs. S p e ­
cifically, th e re  is a  dire need  for an  inc reased  em phasis  
on the  academ ic  preparation of c o a c h e s  a s  well a s  the  
im plem entation of professional developm ent program s
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th a t incorporate com ponen ts tha t relate directly to the 
educational m ission of th e  institution a s  well a s  to the 
academ ic  and personal developm ent of the  s tu d en t-a th ­
lete.

Is it too late for any type of overhaul of organize 
sp o rts?  P erh ap s , pe rh ap s  not. If th e re  is to  be any re­
vam ping w hatsoever, the  rallying cry m ust be sounded  
from all levels —  players, fans, adm inistrators and 
coaching staffs , which would be difficult, but not alto ­
ge th er im possible in the  eve r increasing p revalence of 
the  m e-first attitude am ong all rungs of society.

The first s tep  is to read  th is book, letting it dispel 
all th e  widely held notions tha t a re  little m ore than half- 
tru ths designed  to keep us all largely unaw are of how 
im portant and  wide sp read  the  need  for change  has 
becom e.
S teve  O 'C onnor

V e i l e d  C o u r a g e
Cheryl B ernard 
B roadw ay Books, 2002

“If I rise  up 
If you  rise  up 
E veryone will rise  up .”

Is it th e  la tes t anti-globalization s tree t ch a n t?  No, it’s  a 
poem  written by an  Afghan w om an, and circulated by 
her co m rad es  in the  Revolutionary A ssociation of the 
W om en of A fghanistan (RAWA). It’s  one  of m any poem s 
at the  cen te r of their re s is ta n ce  — which is the  first, 
la rgest, m ost organized  res is tan ce  — aga in st the  gen d e r 
apartheid  regim es tha t have controlled Afghanistan 
for d e c a d e s . In Veiled C ourage: Inside the Afghan 
W om en's R esistance . Cheryl B enard in troduces us to 
the  w om en of RAWA, through the  engag ing  narrative of 
personal interview s in 2000  and 2001. B enard w orks a s  
a re se a rc h e r  on international developm ent projects, and  
h a s  been  visiting A fghanistan s in ce  1982.

RAWA w as s ta rted  in 1977 in opposition to 
rep ress ive  laws aga in st w om en. Their first action w as 
a schoolgirls' dem onstration , w here  they chan ted  poetry 
tha t pro tested  their rep ress ive  conditions. They a lso  
o rgan ize literacy schoo ls (for boys, girls, and  the  93%  
illiterate adult fem ale population), m edical se rv ices, and  
docum entation  of hum an rights a b u s e s  aga in st w om en. 
If caugh t, their activities a re  punished by beatings, 
humiliation, and  dea th . U nder th e se  c ircum stances, 
RAWA h as  developed  a  decen tralized  s tructu re tha t 
is characte rized  by a  com passiona te  culture and 
reso lu te  principles. T he book a lso  describ es  RAWA's 
suppo rt s tructure, which co n sis ts  of international 
g ra ss ro o ts  re so u rces  and  Afghan m en 's  auxiliaries. 
Men accom pany  RAWA w om en on m issions, and 
se rv e  a s  barriers betw een  them  and th e  police a t public 
dem onstrations.

In the  last chap ters , B enard sh ifts focus to a  critical 
analysis of RAWA. T he theory  is access ib le  in language 
and form at. S h e  ra ise s  provocative concep ts, but her 
editorial rubs m e w rong. Particularly troubling is her 
faith in W estern  governm ent a s  the  only alternative to 
fundam entalism . S h e  repea ted ly  p o ses  the  “W est” a s  
the  d e  facto “good." S h e  w rites, “A useful political rule of

thum b is this: T he m ore force tha t is required to  maintain 
a  certain  order, the  m ore unfair and  unnatural tha t order 
is." T he irony is hopefully not lost on you, read e rs . In light 
of th e  USA PATRIOT act, indefinite im migrant detention, 
and  in c reased  crim inalization and  the  police s ta te  in the  
U.S., this is indeed an  im portant rule to  rem em ber.

B enard’s  analysis  still ra ise s  m any relevant is su es  
for th e  “W estern” reader. S h e  identifies RAWA a s  a  post­
m odern organization, in con trast to m odern (W estern 
superpow ers) and  p re-m odern  (fundam entalist) ones . 
This post-m odern  e s s e n c e  of RAWA is exciting —  it is 
a  re s is ta n ce  tha t can  m eet the  cha llenges  of injustice 
and  op p ress io n s  w e all face , in varied forms, worldwide. 
But B enard d o esn ’t  do justice to this post-m odernism  
—  which s h e  identifies by its ec lectic  ideology, and 
its “perspective  outside ethnicity and  nationalism." 
S h e  co m p ares  RAWA's mix of pacifism, socialism , 
secu larism , Islam, fem inism, and  Com m unism , to  fusion 
cuisine, which is innovative, but in the  end  simply ta s te s  
good. N ever mind tha t RAWA's work might be liberating 
or logical. Likewise, B enard 's  proposals  for A fghanistan 's 
future governm ent rem ain W estern . S h e  p resu m e s  tha t 
the  U.S. o r U.N. ought to construc t this infrastructure, 
disregarding  th e  com peten t leadersh ip  tha t already 
ex ists  within th e  Afghan w om en’s  res is tan ce . Might this 
be the  first opportunity  for a  post-m odern  governm ent? 
N everthe less, the  w ay B enard lays out this book gives 
u s  a  valuable so u rce  of information and  id eas  with which 
to  think ab o u t p e rh ap s  the  m ost respectab le , righteous 
re s is ta n ce  in th e  world right n o w - th e  w om en of RAWA. 
-A ndrea D

W e b s  o f  P o w e r :
N o t e s  F r o m  t h e  G l o b a l  U p r i s i n g
S tarhaw k
New S ocie ty  P ublishers, 2002 
w w w .new society.com

W e n ee d  m ore w om en like S tarhaw k. In N ovem ber 
1999, s h e  w as in carcera ted  for five d ay s  following 
the  p ro te sts  in S ea ttle . S ince  then , this P ag an  activist, 
te acher, thinker, and  visionary h a s  d ed ica ted  h erse lf to 
the  global ju stice  m ovem ent, traveling to Q u eb ec  City, 
W ashington, DC, G enoa, Porto A legre, and  back again. 
O f equa l im portance, s h e  h as  b ee n  doing w hat her 
fan s  have app rec ia ted  for m ore than  30  y ea rs , writing 
continuously, posting colum ns to  her w ebsite  and  o ther 
forum s, from within the  b es ie g ed  activist h e a d q u a rte rs  
in G en o a  to  the  ruins of Jen in  in P alestine . W ebs of 
P ow er co llects th e s e  e loquen t reflections and  as tu te  
an a ly se s , beginning with S eattle , continuing through 
the  s trugg les  s in ce  and  looking tow ard th e  future.

In th e  first half of the  book, “A ctions,” s h e  show s 
w hat it m e an s  to confront th e  aw eso m e  political and  
econom ic  fo rces  intent on enforcing global co rpo ra te  
hegem ony  a t th e  ex p e n se  of the  freedom , health , 
p ea ce , and  survival of p eo p les  ac ro s s  th e  globe. Her 
opening  e ssay , “How W e Really S hu t Down th e  WTO," 
not only outlines th e  principles and  m e thods of d e c e n ­
tralized, dem ocratic  d irect action, but a lso  vividly ex ­
p re s s e s  w hat h ap p e n s  w hen you p lace  yourself within a 
m a ss  strugg le  and  w hat you need  to do  to  survive. But 
W ebs o f  P o w er is far m ore than  a  collection of repo rts

from th e  battlefront. In s u b se q u e n t e s s a y s , like “Her- 
m ana Cristina's Well," S tarhaw k g e ts  behind the  activist 
lingo and  illustrates w hat “globalization" m ean s , how 
it im pacts th e  daily lives of ordinary peop le  and w hat 
ordinary peop le around  the  world a re  doing ab o u t it.

For th o se  involved in th e  global ju stice  m ovem ent, 
th e  m ost com pelling and  provocative p arts  of S tarhaw k’s 
book a re  th o se  in the  se c o n d  part, “Visions," in which 
s h e  a d d re s s e s  in tra-m ovem ent conflicts and  concerns, 
su ch  a s  th e  quarrel over d irect action  vs. non-violence, 
o r “diversity of ta c tics .” W here m ost activist-w riters 
have b eco m e bogged  dow n on o n e  s id e  o r th e  o ther 
of this deb a te , s h e  thinks beyond this dichotom y and 
backs up her philosophical d isco u rse s  with exam ples 
w here  potentially destruc tive  situa tions w ere  diffused 
by listening and  seek ing  constructive com prom ises  tha t 
re sp e c te d  all pa rties’ mutual and  d ivergent in terests . In 
this section , sh e  a lso  delivers o n e  of th e  m ost cogen t 
an a ly se s  of the history of th e  left in A m erica to  b e  found 
anyw here, a s  well a s  a  sh arp -m in d ed  look at g en d e r 
and  sexuality  during th e  Civil R ights m ovem ent.

W hether or not one  e m b ra c e s  P agan ism  or m agic 
ritual, few  will d isag re e  that, facing su ch  cha llenges  
from within and without, th e  survival an d  p ro g ress  
of th e  global justice m ovem ent will require, if not a 
m anifest s e n s e  of spirituality, then  a  g rea t dea l of d ee p  
thinking, insight, and  w isdom . W eaving principle, a c ­
tion, politics, and  spirituality together, S tarhaw k calls 
for a  new  political language, o n e  th a t e sc h e w s  jargon 
and  all its historical b ag g a g e  for clarity and m akes the 
vital connections  b etw een  all form s of rep ress ion  and 
exploitation. S tarhaw k 's  own e lo q u en ce  d em o n stra tes  
w hat tha t language might b e  like. S uch  a revitalized 
d isco u rse  would not only m ed iate  o r elim inate the  
conflicts tha t so often a rise  around  ideology within the 
m ovem ent but a lso  sp eak  to th o se  a lienated  by such  
bickering and  elitist rhetoric.

W ebs of Pow er is an  im portant gu ide for th o se  
participating in th e  global ju s tice  m ovem ent, and  an  
excellen t prim er for re a d e rs  looking for a  w ay to b e ­
com e involved and  inform ed. In a  tim e w hen the  Bush 
adm inistration is hell-ben t on m aking w ar w herever 
and  w henever possib le  and /o r profitable, shredding  
international trea ties  left and  right, and  throwing up 
m issile d e fen se  sh ie lds tha t d on ’t work, w hen 15 million 
peop le  a re  starving in so u thern  Africa thanks to the  IMF 
and  first-world g reed , w hen s ta te s  and  cities ac ro ss  the 
U.S., following the  federa l governm en ts  lead , a re  fen d ­
ing off huge budget deficits by cutting jobs, education , 
health  ca re , and o ther critical se rv ic e s  like fire d ep a rt­
m en ts, in stead  of resc ind ing  one  or tw o tiny corporate  
w elfare loopholes or tax  b reaks , this book is, a s  Alice 
W alker sa y s  in her end o rsem en t, “a  m ust and  so o n e s t 
read."
-S u sa n  C henelle
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B O A R D S

P a in ,  s k a t e b o a r d i n g ’s  m o s t  h u m b l i n g  s id e  e f f e c t ,  d o e s  n o t  d i s c r i m i n a t e .  

“ G u y s  a n d  g i r l s  f a l l  t h e  s a m e .  W e  a l l  t a k e  t h e  s a m e  h i t s , ”  s a y s  E m i l i e  

O l iv e r ,  o w n e r  a n d  f o u n d e r  o f  C h e r r y  S k a t e b o a r d s ,  “ C o n c r e t e  d o e s n ’t  

t r e a t  a n y b o d y  d i f f e r e n t l y . ”  R e c e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  t h a t  o f  t h e  3 .3  

m i l l i o n  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  s k a t e b o a r d  m o r e  t h a n  o n c e  a  w e e k  o n l y  11 

p e r c e n t  a r e  f e m a le .  A m a t e u r  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k a t e r  g i r l s  s a y  t h a t  

i t ’s  n o t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p a i n ,  b u t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  m o r e  f e m a l e s  f r o m  s k a t e b o a r d i n g .  F o r  m a n y  g i r l s ,  

t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  s o m e t i m e s  p r o v e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u r m o u n t  t h a n  th e  

s c r a p e s ,  b r u i s e s ,  o r  e v e n  b r o k e n  b o n e s  t h a t  c o m e  w i t h  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .

L o o k  a t  t h e  l a t e s t  i s s u e s  o f  T r a n s w o r l d  S k a t e b o a r d i n g  a n d  

T h r a s h e r ,  tw o  o f  t h e  s k a t e  i n d u s t r y ’s  l e a d i n g  m a g a z i n e s ,  a n d  y o u ’ll 

b e  h a r d - p r e s s e d  to  f i n d  im a g e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  m o s t  f e m a l e  s k a t e r s .  

W h i l e  y o u  m i g h t  s e e  a  f e w  s c a n t i l y  c l a d  m o d e l s  p o s i n g  in  s k a t e b o a r d ,  

g e a r ,  o r  c l o t h i n g  a d s ,  t h e s e  m o d e l s  h a v e  l i t t l e  i n  c o m m o n  w i th  th e  

f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  w h o  a l s o  r e a d  t h e s e  m a g a z i n e s .  I t ’s  s o  r a r e  i n  f a c t  t h a t  

w h e n  a  p r o  l i k e  V a n e s s a  T o r r e s  a p p e a r s  o n  e v e n  o n e  p a g e ,  w o r d  t r a v e l s  

q u i c k l y  a m o n g  s k a t e r  g i r l s  e a g e r  t o  s e e  s u c h  im a g e s .

P i c t u r e s  o f  p r o  a n d  a m a t e u r  f e m a l e  s k a t e r s  h a v e  p o w e r f u l  a p p e a l ,  

a n d  f e m a l e  p r o s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  p o s i t i v e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  

b y  s u c h  im a g e s .  I n  a  r e c e n t  i n t e r v i e w  f o r  H e c k l e r  M a g a z i n e ,  J e s s i c a  

K r a u s e  ( s p o n s o r e d  b y  T h i n k )  d e s c r i b e d  t a l k i n g  a  f r i e n d  in t o  d r iv i n g  

h e r  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  W y o m i n g  a f t e r  s e e i n g  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a  l o n e  g i r l  

s k a t i n g  t h e r e .  T h r o u g h  e - z i n e s ,  m a n y  f e m a l e  s k a t e r s  h a v e  c r e a t e d  

s m a l l  o n l i n e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  l i k e  F r o n t s i d e b e t t y . c o m ,  t h a t  p u t  g i r l s  

in  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e s e  im a g e s .  T h e s e  e - z i n e s  m o n i t o r  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  

s k a t e  s c e n e ,  w a t c h i n g  f o r  a n y  p r e s s  t h a t  m i g h t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e i r  r e a d e r s .  

W h e n  w o m e n  g e t  m e d i a  a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e s e  s i t e s  p o s t  t h e  n e w s  o n  t h e i r  

h o m e p a g e s  a n d  l i n k  to  r e l e v a n t  s i t e s .

O n e  w a y  w o m e n  a r e  i m p r o v i n g  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  t h e  

i n d u s t r y  i s  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  a s  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s .  O v e r  

t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  s e v e r a l  f e m a l e - r u n  c o m p a n i e s  h a v e  e m e r g e d  

t h a t  a r e  c h a l l e n g i n g  th e  m a i n s t r e a m  ( m a l e )  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  in d u s t r y  to  

b e c o m e  m o r e  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  i t s  f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s .  O n e  s u c h  c o m p a n y  is  

C h e r r y  S k a t e b o a r d s .

“ O n e  d a y  m y  f r i e n d  S a r a h  a n d  I  w e r e  h a n g i n g  o u t ,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

h o w  f e m a l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  s u c k s , ”  s a y s  O l i v e r  a b o u t  h e r  i n s p i r a t i o n  to  

c r e a t e  C h e r r y .  “ W e  w e r e  l o o k i n g  th r o u g h  s k a t e  m a g s  a n d  c h e c k i n g  o u t  

t h e  p i c t u r e s  o f  g i r l s  i n  th e m .  S a r a h  k e p t  s a y in g ,  ‘L o o k .  T h i s  d o e s n ’t  

r e p r e s e n t  m e . ’ I  s a id  t o  h e r  ‘W h y  d o n ’t  I  s t a r t  m y  o w n  c o m p a n y  a n d  

I ’ l l  h a v e  y o u  s k a t e  f o r  m y  t e a m . ”  O l i v e r  w a s  s e r i o u s  a n d  n o w  s p o n s o r s  

h e r  f r i e n d  a n d  a  t e a m  o f  f o u r  o t h e r  w o m e n  f r o m  a r o u n d  th e  U n i t e d  

S ta t e s .

L e e l e e ,  G a l l a z ,  a n d  R o o k i e  S k a t e b o a r d s  a r e  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t ,  l i k e  

C h e r r y ,  p o p p e d  u p  t o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  a  g r o w i n g  f e m a l e  m a r k e t .  

T h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  s h o w  h o w  w o m e n  in  t h e  s k a t e  s c e n e  a r e  f u s i n g  

t h e  p u n k  r o c k / D o - I t - Y o u r s e l f  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s k a t i n g  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  

c a p i t a l i s m .  N a r a n g k a r  K h a l s a ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  b a s e d  s k a t e  

z i n e  S w a s h b u c k l e r ,  s a y s ,  “ I  t h i n k  t h e  b i g  s u r g e  in  t h e  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  

i n d u s t r y  a s  a  w h o l e  m a y  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  f e m a l e  

p r o d u c t s  a n d  e v e n t s ,  t h a t  i s :  A m e r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s m .  S o m e o n e  o u t  t h e r e  

f e e l s  t h e y  c a n  m a k e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  i t  a n d  m o r e  p o w e r  t o  t h e m .”  B u t  

w h a t  s e t s  b u s i n e s s w o m e n  l i k e  O l i v e r  a p a r t  f r o m  t h o s e  j u s t  t r y i n g  to

c a s h  in  o n  t h e  s u d d e n  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  f e m a l e  s k a t e r s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o n  a  

p e r s o n a l  m i s s i o n  t o  m a k e  t h e  s c e n e  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  

l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s .

S u c h  c o m p a n i e s  a l s o  o f f e r  g e a r  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e i r  

r i d e r s ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  s e l d o m  d o n e  in  t h e  p a s t  a n d  n e v e r  d o n e  

in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a n  a l l - f e m a l e  t e a m  l i k e  C h e r r y ’s . I r o n i c a l ly ,  t h e  

Z e p h y r  T e a m  o f  V e n ic e  B e a c h ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  in t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  s p o r t  w e  k n o w  i t  a s  

t o d a y ,  h a d  a  f e m a l e  s k a te r .  T h i s  t e a m  m e m b e r  w a s  a  t a l e n t e d  1 4 -  

y e a r  o l d  g i r l  n a m e d  P e g g y  O k i .  “ I  n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n y  g e n d e r  

b i a s .  I  p r e t t y  m u c h  f e l t  l i k e  I  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g u y s , ”  s a y s  O k i  o f  

h e r  d a y s  s k a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Z - b o y s .  E v e n tu a l ly ,  O k i  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  

t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k a t i n g  c i r c u i t  b e c a u s e  “ s h e  d i d n ’t  c a r e  f o r  t h e  

c o m p e t i t i o n ’s  p o l i t i c s . ”  “ T h e y  r e a l l y  d e t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  

s k a t i n g , ”  s a y s  O k i .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n  s t a r t e d  b y  t h e  Z e p h y r  t e a m  w a s  s o o n  

l o s t  a s  a l l - m a l e  t e a m s  c a m e  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  s k a t e  c i r c u i t .

E d  T e m p le to n ,  o w n e r  o f  T o y  M a c h i n e ,  d e c i d e d  t o  b r e a k  t h a t  

t r a d i t i o n  in  1 9 9 8  w h e n  h e  i n v i t e d  t o p  f e m a l e  s k a te r ,  E l i s s a  S t e a m e r ,  t o  

s k a t e  f o r  h i s  t e a m .  “ I  w a n t e d  to  d o  w h a t  n o  c o m p a n y  e v e r  d i d  b e f o r e , ”  

s a y s  T e m p le to n ,  “ I w a n t e d  t o  h a v e  a  f e m a l e  p r o  s k a t e r  t h a t  w a s  n o t  

t r e a t e d  a s  a  n o v e l ty .  I  a m  p r o u d  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  T o y  M a c h i n e  n e v e r  

d i d  a n  a d  t h a t  s a id  ‘o u r  g i r l  s k a t e r ’ o r  u s e d  p i n k  o r  f l o w e r s  t o  s e p a r a t e  

S t e a m e r  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  t e a m .  S h e  w a s  t r e a t e d  e x a c t l y  

t h e  s a m e  a s  e v e r y o n e  e l s e .  I  f e e l  t h a t  T o y  M a c h i n e  s e t  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  o f  

h o w  t o  t r e a t  a  w o m a n  s k a t e r . ”  S i n c e  T o y  M a c h i n e ’s  d e c i s i o n  t o  b r e a k  

d o w n  t h i s  b a r r i e r ,  o t h e r  f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  l i k e  J e s s i e  v a n  R o e c h o u d t  

h a v e  f o l l o w e d  i n  S t e a m e r ’s  f o o t s t e p s .

Y e t  T e m p le to n  a l s o  d e s c r i b e s  a  d o w n s i d e  t o  T o y  M a c h i n e ’s  

e x p e r i m e n t .  “ T h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  w o m e n ’s  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  i s  n o t  a s  

m a r k e t a b l e , ”  h e  l a m e n t s .  “ F o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  b o y s  d o n ’t  w a n t  t o  b u y  

a  b o a r d  w i t h  a  g i r l ’s  n a m e  o n  i t .  E v e r y o n e  r e s p e c t s  t h e  g i r l  p r o s  f o r  

d o i n g  w h a t  t h e y  d o ,  b u t  t h e  b i g  m a r k e t ,  w h i c h  is  y o u n g  b o y s ,  j u s t  

d o e s n ’t  b u y  i t .  W h e n  w e  a n n o u n c e d  E l i s s a  S t e a m e r  w o u l d  b e  g o i n g  

p r o  o n  o u r  w e b  s i t e  w e  g o t  a  t i d a l  w a v e  o f  r e s p o n s e .  F i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e m  w e r e  k i d s  w h o  w e r e  r e a l l y  p i s s e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  p r o  

o n  T o y  M a c h i n e .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  a s  g o o d  a s  h e r  a n d  

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m o r e  w o r t h y  o f  b e i n g  p r o .  T h e y  j u d g e d  h e r  p u r e l y  o n  

h e r  t r i c k s .  T h e  o t h e r  5 0  p e r c e n t  w e r e  w r i t i n g  in  s u p p o r t  o f  S t e a m e r  

a n d  c o m i n g  t o  h e r  d e f e n s e . ”

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  T e m p le to n  d e s c r i b e s  is  e m b l e m a t i c  o f  o n e  o f  

s k a t e b o a r d i n g ’s  b i g g e s t  m a r k e t i n g  i r o n i e s .  S t e a m e r ’s  m e r c h a n d i s e  

w a s n ’t  a n y  m o r e  f e m i n i u e  t h a n  T o y  M a c h i n e ’s  o t h e r  g e a r ,  b u t ,  

b e c a u s e  i t  c a r r i e d  a  g i r l ’s  n a m e ,  i t  w a s n ’t  p r o f i t a b l e .  D e n i s e  W i l l i a m s ,  

p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  g i r l - o r i e n t e d  s k a t e  m a g a z i n e  P u s h ,  h o p e s  t o  c h a n g e  

th i s .  T h r o u g h  P u s h ,  W i l l i a m s  h o p e s  t o  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  s p a c e  w h e r e  

p l a c e s  l i k e  T o y  M a c h i n e  c a n  a d v e r t i s e  i n  a  g e n d e r - n e u t r a l  c o n t e x t .  

S h e  a l s o  w a n t s  t o  s h o w  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  w o m e n  a r e n ’t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e n d e r - s p e c i f i c  p r o d u c t s .  “ R e t a i l e r s  m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  g i r l s  

w a n t  a  b o a r d  w i t h  a  f l o w e r  o n  i t  o r  p i n k  t r u c k s  b u t  t h a t ’s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  

C o m p a n i e s  h a v e n ’t  g o t t e n  i t  i n t o  t h e i r  h e a d s  t h a t  g i r l s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  

g e t t i n g  g e a r ,  n o t  t h e  f e m i n i n e  d e s i g n  o f  i t . ”

T h e  p r o b l e m  o f  r e t a i l i n g  m e r c h a n d i s e  m a d e  b y  a  f e m a l e - o w n e d  

c o m p a n y  is  a  p r o b l e m  t h a t  O l i v e r  h a s  f a c e d  m a n y  t i m e s .  “ M o s t  s k a t e



s h o p s  a r e  o w n e d  b y  m e n , ”  s h e  s a y s ,  “ a n d  t h e y  d o n ’t  s e e  a  m a r k e t  

f o r  o u r  m e r c h a n d i s e  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t ’s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  

w o m e n . ”  N o t  l o o k i n g  a n y  m o r e  f e m i n i n e  t h a n  o t h e r  b o a r d s  o r  g e a r ,  

i t ’s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  s h o p  o w n e r s ’ c o n t i n u e d  a p p r e h e n s i o n  a b o u t  

c a r r y i n g  th i s  m e r c h a n d i s e .  W h i l e  s o m e  m a y  s i m p l y  n o t  b e  r e a d y  f o r  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  g e n d e r - b l i n d  g e a r  c r e a t e d  b y  w o m e n ,  o th e r s  s e e  th e  

m e r c h a n d i s e  a s  i n f e r i o r  j u s t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  m a d e  b y  w o m e n .  “ I u s u a l l y  

h a v e  to  e x p l a i n  a g a i n  a n d  a g a in  t h a t  m y  c o m p a n y  i s n ’t  j u s t  f o r  g i r l s  

a n d  t h a t  m y  g r a p h i c s  a r e n ’t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f e m a l e  s p e c i f i c , ”  s a y s  O l iv e r .

T o  c o m b a t  t h e s e  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  f e m a l e  p u b l i s h e r s  h a v e  b e g u n  

c r e a t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w o m e n ’s  s k a t e  m a g a z i n e s .  W i l l i a m s ’s  m a g a z i n e  

g r e w  o u t  o f  h e r  i n i t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  f e m a l e  s k a t e  s c e n e .  “ I 

g o t  r e a l l y  u p  in  a r m s , ”  s h e  s a y s .  “ B u t  a f t e r  a  f e w  y e a r s  I j u s t  r e a l i z e d  

t h a t  p e o p l e  d o n ’t  l i s t e n  v e r y  w e l l .  P o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  p e o p l e  h a v e  a  b a d  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  f e m a l e  s k a t e r s  i s n ’t  g o i n g  t o  h e l p .  S h o w i n g  th e m  th e  

r e a l i t y  o f  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  a  f e m a l e  s k a t e r  b y  p u t t i n g  a  m a g a z i n e  

i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m  t h a t  s h o w s  g i r l  s k a t e r s  a s  w e  a r e  w i l l  d o  t h e  j o b  

t h o u g h . ”

W i l l i a m s  a l s o  w a n t s  to  

t a k e  f e m a l e  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  

o u t  o f  t h e  h u m a n - i n t e r e s t  

s p o t l i g h t .  O f t e n  t r e a t e d  

a s  a  n o v e l ty ,  s h e  w o u l d  

r a t h e r  p e o p l e  a p p r e c i a t e  

f e m a l e  s k a t e b o a r d e r s  a s  

t r u e  a t h l e t e s .  “ O v e r  t h e  l a s t  

t w o  y e a r s , ”  s a y s  W i l l i a m s ,

“ g i r l ’s  s k a t i n g  h a s  b e c o m e  

m o r e  m a r k e t a b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  

p e o p l e  o f t e n  c o v e r  t h e  s c e n e  

b a d l y  w h e n  t h e y  r e p o r t  o n  

i t .  W e  w a n t  p e o p l e  t o  s to p  

t h i n k i n g  in  t h e  s t e r e o ty p ic a l  

w a y s  t h a t  o u t s i d e r s  h a v e  

a n d  s e e  i t  f r o m  t h e  g i r l s  

p e r s p e c t i v e . ”  W i l l i a m s ’ 

e d i t o r i a l  v i s i o n  i s  u n i q u e ,  

w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  

s k a t e r  w h o  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  

a  g i r l  a n d  n o t  t h e  g i r l  w h o  

h a p p e n s  t o  b e  a  s k a te r .  S h e  s a y s  t h a t  f o r  t h e  f e m a l e s  t o  b e  t a k e n  m o r e  

s e r i o u s l y  a s  s k a t e b o a r d e r s ,  t h e  f o c u s  n e e d s  t o  s w i t c h  f r o m  t h e i r  g e n d e r  

t o  t h e  s p o r t .

C h e c k  I t  O u t  G i r l ’s  M a g a z i n e  a d d r e s s e s  s i m i l a r  i s s u e s .  L i z a  

A r a u j o ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  C I O  G i r l ’s  M a g a z i n e ,  d e s c r i b e s  h e r  c o m p a n y ’s  

b e g i n n i n g s ,  “ I  s t a r t e d  a  z i n e  t o  i n f o r m  g i r l s  a b o u t  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  

e v e n t s ,  r e s u l t s  a n d  u p c o m i n g  c o n t e s t s .  T h e  g i r l s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d n ’t  

h a v e  a n y  s u p p o r t  f r o m  s p o n s o r s ,  e v e n t  p r o m o t e r s ,  o r  t h e  m e d i a .  I 

d e c i d e d  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  t o  k i c k  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  t h e  t o  t h e  m e n ’s c l u b  a n d  

s h o w  th e m  t h a t  g i r l s  c o u l d  s k a t e . ”

T h o u g h  b a s e d  in  B r a z i l ,  A r a u j o  s a y s  t h e  g l o b a l  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  C I O  

G i r l ’s  M a g a z i n e  r e c e i v e d  w a s  a m a z i n g .  “ O v e r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  w e  

h a v e  h a d  a  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  s k a t e g i r l s  l i v i n g  in  d i f f e r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s .  N o w ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  t h e  s c e n e ,  w e  h a v e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  

f r o m  t h e  U .S .A . ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  E u r o p e ,  J a p a n  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d . . .  S o m e  

U .S .  s k a t e  c o m p a n i e s  s t a r t e d  a d v e r t i s i n g  w i t h  u s  i n  1 9 9 6  w h i c h  h e l p e d  

u s  t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  m o r e  g lo b a l ly .  I t  c h a l l e n g e d  u s  t o  e x p a n d  o u r  

f o r m a t  a n d  e n h a n c e  o u r  q u a l i t y . ”

W o m e n  a r e  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  s k a t e  s c e n e .  “ I  k n o w  t h a t  

j u s t  in  B r a z i l , ”  s a y s  A r a u j o ,  “ w e  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  1 ,8 0 0  g i r l s  s k a t i n g  

t h i s  y e a r . . . [ I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t . ]  T h e  d u d e s  w e r e  m a k i n g  

f u n  o f  t h e  g i r l s  t r y i n g  t o  d o  o l l i e s  o r  s i m p l e  s t u f f  t h a t  y o u  s e e  o n  t h e  

m a g a z i n e  p a g e s .  I t  w a s  l i k e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  u s  s k a t e  g i r l s  w e r e  g r o w i n g  

t o g e t h e r  a n d  o u r  s k i l l s  w e r e n ’t  d e v e l o p e d  l i k e  t h e y  a r e  n o w .  E v e r y b o d y  

w a s  a  b e g i n n e r .  N o w a d a y s ,  t h e  p h o t o s  o f  s k a t e  g i r l s  g r i n d i n g  b i g  r a i l s

b r i n g  a  l o t  o f  r e s p e c t  t o  t h o s e  a m a z i n g  g i r l s  a n d  o u r  m a g a z i n e . ”

A l l - f e m a l e  e v e n t s  l i k e  A l l  G i r l  S k a t e  J a m  a n d  W o r l d  C u p  S k a t i n g  

h a v e  u n i t e d  w o m e n  o f  a l l  l e v e l s  t o  c o m p e t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o n e  a n o t h e r .  

T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b r o u g h t  m u c h - d e s e r v e d  m e d i a  a t t e n t i o n .  M a n y  

w o m e n  s e e  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a s  r e t r e a t s  w h e r e  g i r l s  c a n  f e e l  f r e e  t o  s w a p  

t i p s  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  f e m a l e  a t  

a  s k a t e p a r k ,  c o n t e s t ,  o r  e v e n t .  A t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  e v e n t s  c a n  a l s o  b e  

o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  i n s p i r a t i o n a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  g i r l s  w h o  t h o u g h t  th e y  

w e r e  a l o n e  a n d  n o w  s e e  h u n d r e d s  o f  o th e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  s a m e  

s p o r t .

“ A l l  f e m a l e  e v e n t s  a r e  g r e a t  f o r  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  u p - a n d - c o m i n g , ”  

s a y s  K h a l s a .  “ W o m e n  a r e  a b l e  t o  m a k e  a  n a m e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  w h i l e  

c o m p e t i n g  in  a  n e w  g e n r e .  T h e y  a r e  s e t t i n g  t h e  b a r ,  s t a n d a r d ,  a n d  s k i l l  

l e v e l  f o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  f e m a l e  s k a t e b o a r d i n g .  I f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  th e  

c h a n c e  t o  c o m p e t e  i n  t h e i r  o w n  c a te g o r y ,  t h e y  w o u l d  c o n s t a n t l y  b e  

c o m p a r e d  to  m a l e s  a n d  w o u l d  l o s e  a  lo t  o f  d e s e r v e d  c r e d i t . ”  O l i v e r  

a g r e e s ,  “ I t ’s  n i c e  t h a t  w e ’r e  a l l  o n  th e  s a m e  l e v e l , ”  s h e  s a y s  a b o u t  n o t  

b e i n g  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  s k a t e r s .  “ W e  c a n  d o  t h e  s a m e

t h i n g s .  T h a t ’s  w h y  I t h i n k  

i t ’s  r e a l l y  g o o d  f o r  g i r l s  t o  

s k a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  g i r l s  w h o  a r e  

l e a r n i n g  o r  n e w  b e c a u s e  i t ’s 

m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  w a y .”  

T h e  l a c k  o f  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  

in  t h e  s c e n e  f o s t e r s  a  s t r o n g  

s e n s e  o f  c a m a r a d e r i e  a m o n g  

s k a t e r  g i r l s  a t  a l l  g i r l  e v e n ts .  

T h e  lu r e  o f  b i g  b u c k s  i s n ’t 

d a n g l e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  w o m e n  a s  

i t  is  m e n  a n d  t h e  e m p h a s i s  is  

n o t  p l a c e d  o n  t u r n i n g  p r o .  F u n ,  

a t t i t u d e ,  s p o r t s m a n s h i p ,  a n d  

s ty l e  a r e  v a l u e d  in s t e a d ,  a n d  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  

s k a t e b o a r d i n g ’s  o r i g i n a l  r e b e l  

s p i r i t .

“ I  t h i n k  in  b o t h  s k a t i n g  a n d  

in  s u r f in g  f e m a l e s  a r e  d o i n g  i t  

f r o m  t h e  g u t , ”  s a y s  T e m p le to n .  

“ W o m e n  a r e  n o t  c o m m o n l y  

s o u g h t  o u t  b y  s k a t e  c o m p a n i e s  f o r  s p o n s o r s h i p s  a n d  f e w  w o m e n  c a n  

m a k e  a  l i v i n g  s k a t e b o a r d i n g .  T h a t  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  g i r l s  w h o  d o  i t  a r e  

d o i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  w e  a l l  s t a r t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  l o v e  i t .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  

p o i s o n e d  b y  t h e  i m m i n e n t  h o p e  o f  g e t t i n g  s p o n s o r e d .  M o s t  o f  th e  

w o m e n  I k n o w  in  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  a r e  v e r y  a c t i v e  o n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  s id e  

o f  s k a t e b o a r d i n g .  T h e y  m a k e  ‘z i n e s ,  t a k e  p h o t o s ,  s k a t e  w e i r d  s p o t s ,  

a n d  l i s t e n  t o  c o o l  m u s i c .  I  a m  v e r y  j e a l o u s  t h a t  m y  s k a t e  l i f e  i s n ’t  s o  

p u r e . ”

S k a t e b o a r d i n g  i s  a  s p o r t  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  p a t i e n c e ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  

p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  b l o o d s h e d .  T o  e x c e l  a t  it , 

s k a t e r  g i r l s  n e e d  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  m e s s a g e s  s e n t  o u t  b y  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  

m e d i a  a n d  f o c u s  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u n k  r o c k  id e a s  t h a t  d r o v e  it . 

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  f o r  s k a t e r  g i r l s  t o  p r o v e  t h e m s e l v e s  to  

t h e  w o r l d ,  t o  f e e l  t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  t a k e  a  f a l l  “ i t ’s  a  f a l l  f o r  a l l  g i r l s . ”  

I n s t e a d ,  K h a l s a  s a y s ,  “ I  t h i n k  a  g r e a t  m o t i v a t i o n  i s  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  a v e r a g e  f e m a l e  s k a t e r s  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  t o w n  a n d  c i t y  t h a t  s k a t e  

a n d  k e e p  s k a t i n g .  W o m e n ’s  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  i s  a  n e t w o r k  a n d  i t ’s  

g r o w i n g .  W e  a l l  r e l a t e  t o  o u r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  l o v e r s  a b o u t  h o w  w e  

a l s o  r e a l i z e  a  c e r t a i n  b o n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  s i s t e r s .  W e  g r o w  t o g e t h e r  

a n d  w e  i n s p i r e  e a c h  o th e r . ”  T h e  f u t u r e  o f  f e m a l e  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  

l o o k s  h o p e f u l  b u t ,  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ly ,  “ i t ’s  a  f e v e r  t h a t ’s  g r o w i n g  

e v e r y d a y ,”  s a y s  A r a u j o .  “ E v e r y d a y ,  a  n e w  s k a t e r  g i r l  i s  b o m . ”  i t



F O R  T H E  P O L I T I C S  O R  T H E  P L A Y O F F S ?  

 

a  f a n ' s  d i l e m m a

C h a r l e s  S h a w  w o r d s  

H e le n  G riff in  i l lu s t r a t io n

A b o u t  a  m o n t h  a g o  I w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  a t  

R u s h  a n d  W a l to n  a t  a b o u t  s e v e n  o ’c l o c k  in  th e  

m o r n i n g  w h e n  I  s a w  C h i c a g o  B l a c k h a w k s ’ 

s t a r  w i n g e r  T h e o  F l e u r y  c r o s s i n g  t h e  s t r e e t  

d i r e c t l y  a h e a d  o f  m e .  H i s  h a i r  w a s  s t r e a k -  

b l e a c h e d  a n d  h e  w a s  w e a r i n g  t h i s  i m m e n s e  

s h e e p  f a r m e r ’s  c o a t  t h a t  c o m p l e t e l y  h i d  h i s  

t i n y  b u t  w e l l - c h i s e l e d  5 ’6 ”  f r a m e .  A s  w e  

p a s s e d  e a c h  o t h e r  o n  t h e  c r o s s w a l k  w e  l o c k e d  

e y e s ,  a n d  t h e n  h e  s t o p p e d  a n d  s m i l e d  a t  m e .  I 

a l m o s t  p l o t z e d .

“ H e y ,  T h e o ,  l o o k i n ’ g o o d ,  m a n ”  I s a id .

“ T h a n k s , ”  h e  s a y s .  I l o o k e d  a t  h i m  h a r d ,  h e  

c o u l d n ’t  p o s s i b l y  t h i n k  h e  r e c o g n i z e s  m e ,  a n d  

y e t  h e  d id .

“ K e e p  i t  u p  a n d  g e t  b a c k  o n  t h e  i c e , ”  I  s a id .  “ I 

k n o w  w h a t  y o u ’r e  g o i n ’ t h r o u g h . ”

“ Y o u  d o ,  h u h ? ”

H e  s m i l e d  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  a c r o s s  th e  

s t r e e t  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c o m e r .  A t  

t h e  t i m e  ( a l t h o u g h  I d i d n ’t  k n o w  i t ) ,  T h e o

h a d  j u s t  b e e n  c l e a r e d  to  b e g i n  p r a c t i c i n g  

w i t h  t h e  B l a c k h a w k s ’ a g a i n  a f t e r  b e i n g  

s u s p e n d e d  b y  t h e  l e a g u e  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  th e  

p a r a m e t e r s  o f  h i s  s u b s t a n c e - a b u s e  t r e a t m e n t ,  

a n  o n g o i n g  s a g a  o v e r  t h e  laSt, t w o  y e a r s  t h a t  

t h r e a t e n e d  to  c o m p l e t e l y  r u i n  h i s  c a r e e r .  A f t e r  

l e a v i n g  s m a l l - m a r k e t  C a l g a r y  f o r  t h e  l i g h t s  

o f  M a n h a t t a n  a n d  a  m u l t i - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  

f r e e  a g e n t  d e a l ,  h e  f l o p p e d ,  f r e a k e d  o u t ,  

a t t a c k e d  v a r i o u s  p l a y e r s ,  r e f s  a n d  m a s c o t s  

d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2  s e a s o n ,  a n d  j u s t  a s  h e  

a n d  f e l l o w  R a n g e r  t e a m m a t e s  E r i c  L i n d r o s  

a n d  M i k e  Y o r k  ( t h e  F L Y  l i n e )  b e c a m e  th e  

h i g h e s t  s c o r i n g  l i n e  in  t h e  l e a g u e ,  T h e o  le f t  

h ig  t e a m  a n d  w e n t  i n t o  t r e a t m e n t .  W h e n  h e  

r e t u r n e d ,  h e  w a s  t r a d e d  to  S a n  J o s e .  S ig n in g  

w i t h  C h i c a g o  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r ,  o s t e n s i b l y  

t o  r e p l a c e  th e  p o p u l a r  a n d  p r o l i f i c  f o r m e r  

c a p t a in  T o n y  A m o n t e ,  T h e o  w a s  s u s p e n d e d  

i n d e f in i t e ly  t h e  d a y  t h e  s e a s o n  o p e n e d ,  a n d  

e v e r y o n e  in  C h i c a g o  s h i t  a  b r i c k .  A n d  t h e y  le t  

h im  k n o w  i t  in  n o  u n c e r t a i n  t e r m s .  P o o r  g u y . 

N o  o n e  s h o u l d  e v e r  h a v e  t o  p u b l i c l y  d e f e n d  

a n  i l l n e s s .  W h a t  i f  t h e  p r e s s  t r e a t e d  L a n c e  

A r m s t r o n g  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h e y  t r e a t e d  T h e o  

F l e u r y ?  W o u ld  a n y o n e  s t a n d  f o r  i t ?



T h e o  d i d n ’t  r e c o g n i z e  m e  t h a t  

m o r n i n g  o n  t h e  s t r e e t .  I c o m p l e t e l y  f o r g o t  

I w a s  w e a r i n g  m y  B l a c k h a w k s ’ h a t .  B u t  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  i s s u e  o f  b e i n g  

a  s p o r t s  f a n  in  C h ic a g o .  I f e l t  c o m p e l l e d  ( a s  

a  l i f e l o n g  B l a c k h a w k s ’ f a n  a n d  g r a d u a t e  o f  

B o s t o n  U n iv e r s i t y ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  h o c k e y  c a p i t a l  

o f  t h e  w o r l d )  t o  g i v e  T h e o  m y  s u p p o r t  a n d  

le t  h i m  k n o w  t h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  s t i l l  

b e h i n d  h im ,  b e c a u s e  T h e o  F l e u r y  i s  a  g o o d  

g u y .  H e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  r e a l  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  h e  

g e n u i n e l y  s o u g h t  h e l p  f o r  t h e m  a n d  w o r k e d  

h a r d e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  r e c o v e r i n g  p e r s o n  

w o u l d  e v e r  h a v e  t o  w o r k ,  a n d  w a s  p r o p e r l y  

h u m b l e  a n d  c o n t r i t e  t o  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  t h e  f a n s .  

H e  w a s  a  m o d e l  a t h l e t e ,  b e c a u s e  w h a t  h e  

s a i d  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t ,  a n d  h e  t r u l y  l o v e s  

t o  p l a y  h o c k e y .  O h ,  i f  o n l y  w e  c o u l d  s a y  th e  

s a m e  a b o u t  a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t h l e t e s .

I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  I w o u l d  f i n d  m y s e l f  

a c t u a l l y  d e b a t i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  I s h o u ld  

s u p p o r t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t s ,  a n d  y e t  h e r e  I 

a m ,  r i g h t  h e r e  in  f r o n t  o f  y o u ,  d e b a t in g .  T h e  

r e a s o n i n g  i s  s im p l e .  I ’m  g e n e r a l l y  v o c i f e r o u s  

a b o u t  m y  p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s ,  I e d i t  a  p o l i t i c a l  

m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  a s  s u c h ,  I h a v e  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e s e  

w o n d e r f u l l y  d r a m a t i c  s t a n c e s  a g a i n s t  a l l  th e  

v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  i n j u s t i c e  t h a t  p e r m e a t e  o u r  

s o c ie ty .  I t ’s  a  t o t a l  p a i n  in  t h e  a s s  a n d  f i l l s  m y  

l i f e  w i t h  s o  m u c h  m o r e  s t r e s s  t h a n  t h e  d o c t o r  

p r e s c r i b e d ,  b u t  I  h a v e  t o  b e  t h a t  w a y  o r  e l s e  I 

a m  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  h y p o c r i t e ,  r i g h t ?

S o  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  

1 9 9 0 s  w h e n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t h l e t e s  b e g a n  t o  b e  

d e i f i e d  b y  a  w o r l d  a u d i e n c e ,  e v i d e n c e  b e g a n  

to  m o u n t  a g a i n s t  th i s  c u l t u r e  o f  p h y s i c a l  

e l i t e s .

L a t r e l l  S p r e w e l l  n e a r l y  c h o k e s  C o a c h  

P J . C a r l i s s i m o  t o  d e a t h  d u r i n g  p r a c t i c e  a n d  

i t  is  f o r m a l l y  c a l l e d  a  “ d i s a g r e e m e n t ”  a n d  

n o  c h a r g e s  a r e  e v e r  f i l e d .  M i c h a e l  I r v i n  g e t s  

c a u g h t  u p  in  a  c o k e - a n d - h o o k e r  c o n s p i r a c y ,  

a r r e s t e d  t w i c e  a n d  s t i l l  p l a y s .  D a r r e l  

S t r a w b e r r y  m a i n t a i n s  a n  a c t i v e  c o c a i n e  

a d d i c t i o n  f o r  a l m o s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  is  a r r e s t e d  

o v e r  a n d  o v e r ,  p r o b a t e d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r ,  a n d  

v i o l a t e s  a l l  th e  p a r a m e t e r s  o f  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  

p r o b a t i o n  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a n d  s t i l l  is  a l l o w e d  

to  p l a y  u n t i l  h e  i s  p h y s i c a l l y  i n c a p a b l e  o f  

c o n t i n u i n g .  A l l e n  I v e r s o n  i s  c a u g h t  w i t h  d r u g s  

a n d  g u n s  a n d  p r o u d l y  s u r r o u n d s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  

k n o w n  g a n g b a n g e r s  a n d  p a r l a y s  i t  i n t o  a  

m a r k e t i n g  f o r tu n e .  A  h e a v i l y  i n e b r i a t e d  

J a y s o n  W i l l i a m s  s h o o t s  h i s  l i m o u s i n e  d r i v e r  

w i t h  a  s h o tg u n  w h i l e  “ h o r s i n g  a r o u n d . ”  B i s o n  

D e le  ( f o r m e r l y  B r i a n  W i l l i a m s )  b e c o m e s  

i n v o l v e d  in  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g o l d  s m u g g l i n g  

c a p e r  a n d  g e t s  k i l l e d  a t  s e a ;  h i s  b o d y  h a s  

n e v e r  b e e n  r e c o v e r e d .  R a y  L e w i s  w e n t  o n  

t r i a l  f o r  h i s  a l l e g e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a  m u r d e r  

c o n s p i r a c y ;  h e  w a s  a c q u i t t e d .  R a n d y  M o s s  

d i d n ’t  w a n t  t o  w a i t  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  c r o s s  t h e  

s t r e e t ,  s o  h e  p l o w e d  in t o  a  c r o s s w a lk .  W h e n  a  

t r a f f i c  a i d e  s t e p p e d  in  f r o n t  o f  h i s  c a r  t o  s to p  

h im ,  h e  p u s h e d  h e r  t w o  b l o c k s  w i t h  h i s  c a r

b e f o r e  k n o c k i n g  h e r  o v e r .  M i k e  T y s o n  d id  

t i m e  f o r  a g g r a v a t e d  r a p e  a n d  b i t  o f f  a  c h u n k  

o f  E v a n d e r  H o l y f i e l d ’s  e a r .  R a e  C a r r u t h  h a d  

t h e  m o t h e r  o f  h i s  c h i l d  k i l l e d  t o  a v o i d  p a y i n g  

c h i l d  s u p p o r t .  M a n y  t h i n k  O J  S i m p s o n  k i l l e d  

h i s  w i f e  a n d  h e r  f r i e n d  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  

a c q u i t t e d  b y  a  L o s  A n g e l e s  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  

s y s t e m  t h a t  h a d  t o  a v o i d  m o r e  r i o t s  a t  a l l  

c o s t s .

T h a t  a l o n e  s h o u l d  b e  e n o u g h  to  

i g n i t e  d e b a t e ,  a n d  t h a t  l i s t  w a s  o n l y  th e  

p r o v e r b i a l  t i p  o f  t h e  i c e b e r g .  B u t  e v e r y o n e  

h a s  t h e i r  b r e a k i n g  p o i n t s ,  a n d  m i n e  c a m e  

a f t e r  w a t c h i n g  a n  e p i s o d e  o f  H B O ’s  R e a l  

S p o r t s  a b o u t  f o r m e r  N F L  s t a r  E z r a  T u a lu a  

w h o  h a d  t o  h i d e  t h e  f a c t  h e  w a s  g a y  f r o m  

e v e r y o n e  h e  k n e w  in  o r d e r  t o  p l a y  in  t h e  

N F L .  W a tc h in g  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s ,  o n e  a f t e r  

a n o t h e r ,  o f  t h e s e  a r r o g a n t ,  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ,  

E v a n g e l i c a l  h o m o p h o b e s  t o u t i n g  t h e  B i b l e  

a n d  s t a t i n g  p r o u d l y  a n d  w i t h  i m p u n i t y  t h a t  

y e s ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r u n  o u t  o f  th e  

l e a g u e  i f  h e  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  o u te d ,  l e d  m e  to  

b e c o m e  e n r a g e d .  W h a t  d i d  h i s  s e x u a l i t y  h a v e  

a n y t h i n g  to  d o  w i th  h i s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a s  a  

p l a y e r ?  I t  w a s n ’t  c o n t a g i o u s ,  f o r  c h r i s t - s a k e s .  

I t  w a s  s a d ,  b e c a u s e ,  a g a i n ,  E z r a  T u a la  s e e m e d  

l i k e  a  d e c e n t  g u y .  H e  l i v e s  w i t h  h i s  p a r t n e r  

a n d  t w o  a d o p t e d  c h i l d r e n  in  M i n n e s o t a ,  a n d  

r u n s  a  s t r i n g  o f  b u s i n e s s e s .  A  f a r  c r y  f r o m  

s o m e  o f  t h e  l i f e s t y l e s  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  R i c h  a n d  

F a m o u s .

I  d e c i d e d  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a l l  t o  s to p  

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  N F L .  I k n e w  h o w  d e e p l y  

C h r i s t i a n  t h e  l e a g u e  w a s ,  b u t  I  p u t  u p  w i t h  it. 

T h i s  w a s  d i f f e r e n t .  T h i s  w a s  j u s t  w r o n g .  A n d  

I d i d n ’t  f e e l  t h e  n e e d  t o  d e f e n d  m y  v i e w s .  

N o w  e v e r y  t i m e  I  d r i v e  b y  t h e  n e w  S o l d i e r  

F i e l d ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  a  c h u m p ,  s o m e  id e a l i s t i c  f o o l  

t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r  g e t  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  w o n d e r  

o f  h u m a n  in g e n u i t y  i n s i d e  t h a t  g i a n t  g l a s s  a n d  

s t e e l  b o w l .

T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  g r e e d  i s  d e s t r o y i n g  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t s ,  a n d  t h a t  w e  f a n s  a r e  

g u i l t y  o f  c r e a t i n g  th i s  n e w  a t h l e t i c  r o y a l ty ,  

b e c a u s e  w e  b o u g h t  a l l  t h e  m a r k e t i n g .  B u t  

d o e s n ’t  i t  m a k e  s e n s e  t h a t  m e n  w h o  c a n ’t  

s p e l l  “ s a l a r y  a r b i t r a t i o n ”  s h o u l d  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  

t o  d e m a n d  i t ?

I a m  a  C h i c a g o a n ,  a n d  y o u  d o n ’t  g r o w  

u p  i n  C h i c a g o  a n d  s o m e h o w  a v o i d  b e c o m i n g  

a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t s  f a n .  T h e  B e a r s  a n d  

t h e  C u b s  a r e  a  w a y  o f  l i f e  h e r e ,  t h e  c r o s s ­

t o w n  r i v a l r y  o f  t h e  C u b s  a n d  S o x  i s  a  l i v in g  

m e t a p h o r  f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

W o r k i n g  C l a s s  C h i c a g o  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  

C l a s s  C h ic a g o .  T h e  B l a c k h a w k s ’ a r e  a n  

O r i g i n a l  S ix  f r a n c h i s e ,  a n d  h a v e  t h e  l o n g e s t  

l o s i n g  s t r e a k  o f  a n y  N H L  t e a m .  T h e  S o x  h a v e  

t h e  s e c o n d  l o n g e s t  d r o u g h t  w i t h o u t  a  W o r l d  

S e r i e s  t i t l e ,  s u r p a s s e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  C u b s .  T h e  

B e a r s  j u s t  h a d  a  $ 6 0 0  M i l l i o n  d o l l a r  n e w  

s t a d i u m  d e a l  r a m m e d  d o w n  t h e  S t a t e ’s  t h r o a t ,  

a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  S o ld i e r

F i e l d ,  w h i c h  i s  n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  d e s p i t e  

t h e  t e a m  o n ly  m a k i n g  t h e  p l a y o f f s  o n c e  i n  th e  

l a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  T h e n  a g a i n ,  m a n y  r e f e r  t o  th e  

l a t e  9 0 s  r e n a i s s a n c e  o f  C h i c a g o  a s  “ T h e  C i t y  

t h a t  M i c h a e l  R e b u i l t . ”  T h i s  i s  a  s p o r t s  to w n .  

C u l t u r a l l y ,  s o c ia l ly ,  e c o n o m ic a l ly .

B u t  d o e s  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m e a n  t h a t  

a t h l e t e s  s h o u ld  b e  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e  b a s i c  

r u l e s  o f  s o c i e ty ?  T h e r e ’s  a  l e g i t i m a t e  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  p h e n o m e n o n  g o i n g  o n  h e r e .  

V e r y  y o u n g ,  l a r g e l y  p o o r  m e n  w i t h  v e r y  

l i t t l e  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  

C o l l e g i a t e  s y s t e m )  a r e  f r o m  g r a d e  s c h o o l  

b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d  f o r  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  t a l e n t s ,  

s h e l t e r e d ,  r a r e l y  d e n i e d  a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  t a u g h t  

t h a t  t h e  o n ly  i m p o r t a n t  l e s s o n  in  l i f e  i s  t o  w in . 

T o  b e  k in d ,  t h e y  h a v e  a  l i m i t e d  w o r l d  v ie w .  

O v e r n i g h t  t h e y  b e c o m e  i n c r e d i b l y  r i c h  a n d  

in f l u e n t i a l  a n d  a r e  t r e a t e d  l i k e  r o y a l ty ,  a n d  

t h e y  h a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  id e a  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  

i t .  V e r y  f e w  o f  u s  w o u l d .  A n d  t h e n  c o n s i d e r  

t h e y  a r e  a l s o  u n d e r  t r e m e n d o u s  p r e s s u r e  

t o  m a x i m i z e  t h e i r  e a r n i n g s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  

e n o u g h  t o  l a s t  t h e m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  

d u r i n g  t h e  v e r y  b r i e f  w i n d o w  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r s  p r e s e n t .

A s  s u c h ,  i s  i t  a n y  w o n d e r  t h a t  

e v e r y o n e  w a n t s  s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  th e m ,  

e v e r y o n e  w h o  e v e r  s a i d  h i  t o  h i m  b a c k  in  

t h e  o l d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  t h i n k s  h e  o w e s  th e m  

s o m e t h i n g ,  a n d  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  d o  l e s s  t h a n  

p r u d e n t  t h i n g s  in  o r d e r  t o  f l e x  o n e ’s  in f l u e n c e  

c a n  b e  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  I  c a n  o n l y  i m a g in e  

w h a t  I  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  h a d  I  e v e r  b e c a m e  

t h a t  W o r l d  C la s s  h o c k e y  C e n t e r m a n  I  a l w a y s  

b e c a m e  w h e n  I p l a y e d  X - B o x .

B u t  e n o u g h  i s  e n o u g h !  S o m e t h i n g  h a s  

g o t  t o  c h a n g e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  i s  l o o k i n g  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  l i k e  t h e  l e a g u e s  w i l l  f o ld  

l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  a t h l e t e s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  c h a n g e  

t h e i r  d e m a n d s .  E s c a l a t i n g  p l a y e r  s a l a r i e s  a n d  

a d  r e v e n u e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h e r a l d e d  t h e  e n d  

o f  N H L  h o c k e y  in  a l l  b u t  t h r e e  m a r k e t s  in  

C a n a d a ,  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  g a m e .  T i c k e t  

p r i c e s  f o r  a l l  f o u r  m a j o r  s p o r t s  h a v e  r i s e n  

to  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  a f f l u e n t  c a n  a t t e n d ,  

w h i c h  f o r c e s  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  t o  s t a y  h o m e  

a n d  w a t c h  i t  o n  T V , w h i c h  m e a n s  m o r e  a d  

r e v e n u e ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  m o r e  in f l u e n c e  f r o m  

t h e  c o r p o r a t e  s e c to r .  I t ’s  a  d e a t h  s p i r a l  o f  

g r e e d  a n d  h u b r i s ,  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  

c l a s s  n o b i l i t y  o f  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  a t h l e t e .  A n d  

a s  i t  s t a n d s ,  h o c k e y  is  t h e  o n l y  s p o r t  t o  o f f e r  

a n  a n n u a l  a w a r d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  S p o r t s m a n l i k e  

P la y e r .

A l l  t h i s  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  t o  a b s t a i n  

p o l i t i c a l l y ,  b u t  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  I r e a l l y  f e e l  

l i k e  I  a m  m i s s in g  o u t  o n  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is  a n  

e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  l i f e .  S o  I s t i l l  w a t c h  h o c k e y  

a n d  r a t i o n a l i z e  i t  b e c a u s e  I  t h i n k  h o c k e y  

p l a y e r s  h a v e  m o r e  v a l u e s .  W e l l ,  m a y b e  t h e y  

d o  a n d  m a y b e  t h e y  d o n ’t ,  b u t  i t  s e e m s  to  m e  

I  h a v e  o n e  l a s t  g u i l t y  p l e a s u r e  I ’d  s u r e  l i k e  

t o  k e e p .  L i f e  d e f i n i t e l y  w o u l d n ’t  b e  t h e  s a m e  

w i t h o u t  i t .  



M i n o r  L e a g u e  U n i v e r s i t y

M ic h a e l  C a ld e r o n e  w o r d s  

J T  Y o s t Il l u s t r a t i o n

O J  M a y o  i s  n o t  s o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  f e l l o w  7 th 

g r a d e r s .  L i k e  h i s  p e e r s ,  h e  l i s t e n s  t o  J a y - Z ,  

e n j o y s  e a t i n g  h o t  d o g s  f o r  d i n n e r  a n d  c i t e s  

S p i k e  L e e ’s  H e  G o t  G a m e  a s  h i s  f a v o r i t e  

f i lm .  N u m e r o u s  l i s t s  o n  O J M a y o .o r g  e n l i g h t ­

e n  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  y o u n g  

b a s k e t b a l l  p h e n o m .  F l a s h i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  w e b  

p a g e  a r e  q u o te s  t o  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t s  

i n t o  M a y o ’s  l i f e  b o th  o n  a n d  o f f  th e  c o u r t ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a n  u n n a m e d  N i k e  e x e c u t i v e ’s  b o ld  

p r o n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  c l a i m s  M a y o  to  b e  “ th e  

b e s t  p l a y e r  t o  c o m e  o u t  o f  W e s t  V i r g in i a  s in c e  

J e r r y  W e s t .”

P e r h a p s  h e  is  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  m o s t  

1 4  y e a r  o ld s .

S u b t i t l e d  “ A  L o o k  in t o  t h e  F u t u r e , ”  

M a y o ’s  w e b  s i t e  d i s c l a i m e r  c o n t e n d s  

t h a t  t h e  R o s e  H i l l  C h r i s t i a n  h o o p s  

s t a r  w a s  n o t  th e  c r e a t o r  o f  t h e  s i te .

W h i l e  h e r a l d i n g  h i s  m a n y  a c h i e v e ­

m e n t s ,  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  y o u n g ,  

s t a r  c r e a t e d  i t  t o  p r a i s e  h i m s e l f  i s  

p r o v e d  f a l s e .  A l t h o u g h  m o s t l y  

s p e w i n g  a c c o l a d e s  u p o n  M a y o  

f r o m  o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  is  a  n o t a b l e  

q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  h i m -   

s e l f  t h a t  h o p e s  t o  q u e l l  t h e  c y n i c s   

b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  “ I ’m  g o i n g  t o  c o l ­

l e g e  a n d  g e t  m y  d e g r e e . ”

W h i l e  in  t h e  p a s t  h ig h  s c h o o l  

b a s k e t b a l l  g a m e s  d i d  n o t  g a m e r  

g r e a t  m e d i a  e x c i t e m e n t ,  d r o v e s  o f  

f a n s  h a v e  b o r n e  w i t n e s s  t o  h i s  o n -  

c o u r t  p e r f o r m a n c e s  t h i n k i n g  th e  

s a m e  th i n g :  “ W h a t  i f  y o u  c o u l d  

h a v e  s e e n  M i c h a e l  J o r d a n  p l a y  

w h e n  h e  w a s  o n l y  1 4 ? ”  W h i l e  

M a y o  i s  d e s e r v e d l y  a t o p  t h e  l i s t  

o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r s  

in  t h e  n a t i o n ,  h e  is  n o t  t h e  o n l y  

7 th g r a d e r  b e i n g  e y e d  b y  s c o u t s  

a n d  c o a c h e s  f o r  f u t u r e  c o l l e g i a t e  

h e r o i c s .

I n  o r d e r  t o  a p p e a s e  th o s e  

h u n g r y  f o r  t h e  l a t e s t  i n f o  o n

t h e  b e s t  p o s t - p u b e s c e n t  h o o p s  s t a r s  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y ,  o n e  n e e d n ’t  l o o k  to o  fa r . V a r io u s  

W e b  s i t e s  o f f e r  ( f o r  a  f e e )  s t a t s  a n d  s c o u t i n g  

r e p o r t s  o n  y o u n g  p l a y e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o n  h o o p s c o o p o n l i n e . c o m ,  c o l ­

l e g e  c o a c h e s  l e a r n  a b o u t  b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r s  

f r o m  7 lh g r a d e  th r o u g h  s e n i o r  y e a r  w i th  c o m ­

p r e h e n s i v e  r e p o r t s  a n d  r a n k i n g s .

T o  c o m p e t e  f o r  t h e  N C A A  t i t l e ,  c o a c h e s  

a r e  n o  l o n g e r  l o o k i n g  a t  o n ly  h ig h  s c h o o l  

j u n i o r s  a n d  s e n i o r s  o r  lo c a l  s t a r s  t o  g r a c e  t h e  

c o l l e g e  h a r d w o o d .  T h e y  g e t  a n  e x t r a  e d g e  b y  

in v e s t i g a t i n g  y o u n g  p l a y e r s  a n d  i n s t i l l i n g  in  

t h e m  t h e  n o t i o n  

t h a t  g r e a t  t h i n g s

w i l l  h a p p e n  to  t h e m  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e  t h e i r  r e ­

s p e c t i v e  c o l l e g e s .

In  a d d i t i o n  to  e y e i n g  p r o s p e c t i v e  

p l a y e r s  f r o m  t h e  d e t a c h e d  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  o f  

t h e  I n t e r n e t ,  c l i n i c s  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  p l a y e r s  

h a v e  s p r o u t e d  a t  n u m e r o u s  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s e s  

w h e r e  c o a c h e s  c a n  o g le  t h e  y o u n g  m e n  t r y ­

in g  t o  o u t s h i n e  o n e  a n o t h e r  in  t h e i r  q u e s t  f o r  

a d m i t t a n c e  t o  a  n a t i o n a l l y  r a n k e d  p r o g r a m .  I t  

w i l l  b e  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e y  s t a r t  

r e c e i v i n g  r e c r u i t m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  a p p l y  f o r  

a  l e a r n e r ’s  p e r m i t .

W h i l e  b u d d i n g  1 4 - y e a r - o l d  c h e m i s t s  a r e  

r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  b a s e m e n t s  a n d  

s e e k  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  s u m m e r  s c i e n c e  c a m p  f o r  

s e l f - v a l i d a t i o n ,  t h e  y o u n g  b a s k e t b a l l  s t a r s  a r e  

t r e a t e d  l i k e  c o n q u e r i n g  h e r o e s .  T h i s  s e n s e  o f  

e n t i t l e m e n t  is  e x t e n d e d  in  c o l l e g e  w h e r e  

a t h l e t e ’s  w h i m s  a r e  c a t e r e d  to  b y  t h e  a t h ­

le t i c  d e p a r t m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  f r e e  t u i t i o n ,  f o o d ,  

c l o t h i n g  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  a m e n i t i e s .

U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  t e e n a g e  

p o e t s  a n d  c h u t i s t s  a r e  n e v e r  

g o i n g  to  w i n  p b p u l a r i t y  c o n ­

t e s t s  a g a i n s t  b a s k e t b a l l  a n d  

f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  

t h i s  i s  n o t  a b o u t  p o p u l a r ­

ity , b u t  r a t h e r  m o n e y  -  t h e  

m o n e y  t h a t  t h e s e  p l a y e r s  c a n  

b r i n g  in t o  t h e  a t h l e t i c  d e ­

p a r t m e n t .  F r o m  a  y o u n g  a g e ,  

t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s c o u t e d  f o r  

t h e i r  t a l e n t  a n d  f e d  t h e  t i r e d  

l i n e s  p r o m i s i n g  f a m e  a n d  

f o r t u n e .  W h i l e  s o m e  m a y  

e v e n t u a l l y  r e a c h  t h e  a t h l e t i c  

p i n n a c l e  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s t a r ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  e n d o r s e ­

m e n t s  a n d  g u e s t  a p p e a r a n c e s  

o n  s t a g e  a n d  s c r e e n ,  m o s t  w i l l  

m e r e l y  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

t h o s e  b e n e f i t i n g  m o n e t a r i l y  

f r o m  c o l l e g i a t e  p l a y o f f  a p ­

p e a r a n c e s .



I s  i t  a n y  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  

o f  c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s ,  n a m e l y  b a s k e t b a l l  

a n d  f o o t b a l l ,  s e e m  t o  s e r v e  i n t e r e s t s  f a r  r e ­

m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  w h o s e  lo g o  m e r e l y  

a d o r n s  t h e  j e r s e y ?  W h i l e  m a n y  c r i t i q u e s  o f  

c o l l e g e  a t h l e t i c s  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  r o l e s  o f  

m a t r i c u l a t e d ,  b l u e  c h i p  a t h l e t e s ,  f e w  q u e s t i o n  

t h e  l i n e a g e  o f  t h e  b u r g e o n i n g  a t h l e t e  t h a t  

b e g i n s  b e f o r e  s t e p p i n g  f o o t  o n  c a m p u s .  F o r  

t h e  s e r i o u s  b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r ,  w i t h  p l a u s i b l e  

N B A  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e  t i m e  t o  b e g i n  s e r io u s  

w o r k  i s  i n  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  b e f o r e  u s i n g  c o l l e g e  

f o r  p r o m i n e n t  a n d  v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  e x p o s u r e .

C o l l e g e  s p o r ts  h a v e  d r a s t i c a l l y  c h a n g e d .  

R a m p a n t  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t io n ,  f u e le d  b y  e x p a n d ­

e d  c a b le  c o v e ra g e  a n d  h ig h  c o a c h e s ’ s a la r ie s ,  

a p p e a r s  to  b e  th e  n o r m  o n  m a n y  c o l le g e  c a m ­

p u s e s  w h e r e  s tu d e n t - a th l e te s  s e rv e  c o r r u p t  n o n -  

a c a d e m ic  in te r e s ts  a s  s e m i - p r o f e s s io n a l  a th le t e s  

r a th e r  th a n  u n d e r g r a d u a te s  w h o  a l s o  p la y  s p o r ts .  

W ith  th e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  E S P N  a n d  o th e r  c a b le  

o u t l e ts ,  a n d  th e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  m a jo r  n e tw o r k s ,  

b i l l io n s  o f  d o l l a r s  in  te le v i s io n  r e v e n u e  w e ig h s  

h e a v i ly  u p o n  th e  m in d s  o f  th e  N C A A , a th le t ic  

d i r e c to r s  a n d  u n iv e r s i ty  a d m in is t r a to r s .

C o m p a n ie s  v ie w  c o l le g e  s ta r s  a s  p o te n t ia l  

m o n e y  m a k e r s ,  s im i la r  to  p r o f e s s io n a l s  th a t  

h a w k  p r o d u c t s  a n d  ru n  b a s k e tb a l l  c a m p s .  A  v a s t  

d i f f e r e n c e  r e s ts  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  N B A  s ta r s  a re  

in d e e d  p r o f e s s io n a l s ,  p r o f i t in g  o f f  th e i r  s k i l l s  b y  

c o m p e t in g  f o r  c h a m p io n s h ip s  a n d  e n t e r ta in in g  

lo y a l  s p o r ts  f a n s .  C o l l e g ia te  s ta r s  a l s o  d is p la y  

th e i r  t a le n t s  a n d  e n t e r ta in b u t  w h a t  is  th e  p u r ­

p o s e  o f  th i s  e n t e r p r is e ,  to  e n t e r ta in  o r  e d u c a te ?  

F u r th e r  e m p h a s is  o n  s p o r ts  is  b e g in n in g  to  n e g a ­

t i v e ly  a f f e c t  th e  a c a d e m ic  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  s c h o o l  

a n d  th e  p r o b le m  w il l  m o s t  l ik e ly  g r o w  w o r s e  

e x p o n e n t ia l ly .

In  M u r r a y  S p e r b e r ’s b r i l l i a n t  w o r k ,  “ C o l ­

le g e  S p o r t s ,  I n c . ,”  T h e  a u th o r  c o n te n d s  th a t  

e d u c a t io n a l  in t e g r i t y  h a s  b e e n  c o m p r o m is e d  

b y  in c r e a s in g  f o c u s  o n  a th le t i c  d e p a r tm e n t s  a t  

m a n y  s c h o o ls .  F ie  in s is ts  th a t  a th le t ic s  d e p a r t ­

m e n ts ,  w h i le  s t i l l  b e a r i n g  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  n a m e ,  

u s e  fu n d s  t h a t  c o u ld  s e r v e  a c a d e m ic  d e p a r t ­

m e n ts .  O f te n t im e s ,  to  m a k e  u p  f o r  f is c a l  lo s s e s ,  

m o n e y  d e s p e r a t e ly  n e e d e d  f o r  a c a d e m ic  o r  

s tu d e n t  s e r v ic e s  is  g iv e n  to  th e  a th le t ic  d e p a r t ­

m e n t .

S p e rb e r ,  l i k e  o th e r  c r i t ic s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

th e  p l i g h t  o f  A m e r i c a n  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  w o r ­

r ie s  a b o u t  a th le t i c  d e p a r tm e n t s  a t  m a n y  s c h o o ls  

s e r v in g  a s  m i n o r  le a g u e  f r a n c h i s e s .  H e  a s s e r t s  

th a t  t h e y  “ h a v e  a lm o s t  n o  c o n n e c t io n  to  th e  

a c a d e m ic  u n i t s  a n d  f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  s c h o o l;  

u n iv e r s i t i e s  s h o u ld  a d m i t  th a t  th e i r  in t e r c o l ­

l e g ia te  a th le t i c  d e p a r tm e n t s  a r e  s e p a r a t e  c o m ­

m e r c ia l  b u s in e s s e s .”  S p e r b e r ’s c o n te n t io n  h a s  

b e e n  e c h o e d  b y  o th e r s  w h o  h a v e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  

th e  s p o r ts  f r a n c h i s e s ,  d is g u is e d  a s  d e p a r tm e n t s ,  

s h o u ld  b r e a k  o f f  a n d  r e l in q u is h  th e i r  g r ip  o n  th e  

U n iv e r s i ty .

T h is  v i r tu a l  m in o r  le a g u e  s y s te m  is  m o s t  

p r e v a l e n t  in  b a s k e tb a l l  a n d  f o o tb a l l  w h e r e  c o l le ­

g ia te  p l a y  f lo u r i s h e d  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a  p r o f e s s io n a l

s y s t e m  w a s  c r e a te d .  U n l ik e  b a s e b a l l  (w h ic h  h a s  

a n  e x t e n s iv e  m in o r  le a g u e  s y s te m ) ,  th e  N B A  

a n d  N F L  r e ly  m o s t ly  o n  r e c r u i t in g  f r o m  c o l le g e  

te a m s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  to  g a in  a d m it t a n c e  to  th e  p r e s ­

t ig io u s  b ig  l e a g u e s  a th le t e s  m u s t  ta k e  o n  th e  ro le  

o f  th e  s tu d e n t - a th l e te ,  a  q u e s t i o n a b le  te rm  w h ic h  

in s in u a te s  t h a t  t h e i r  a d m it t a n c e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  

w a s  b a s e d  p a r t ly  o n  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .

S ta t i s t ic s  h a v e  in v a l id a te d  th e  c la im  b y  

p r o p o n e n t s  o f  b ig  t im e  a th le t ic s  t h a t  s tu d e n t - a th ­

le te s  c a n  s e rv e  b o th  r o le s .  E m p ir ic a l  e v id e n c e  

is  a b u n d a n t  in  S p e r b e r ’s t r e a t i s e .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  

th e  d e m a n d s  o f  c o m p e t i t io n  a t  n a t io n a l ly  r a n k e d  

p r o g r a m s  o f te n  l e a v e  l i t t l e  r o o m  f o r  b e in g  a  

s tu d e n t .  E s t im a te s  r a n g e  f ro m  4 0  to  6 0  h o u r s  o f  

w o r k  n e e d e d  to  p la y  a t  t h a t  le v e l .  W h e n  a th le t ic  

d e p a r tm e n t s  h a v e  p u s h e d  f o r  lo n g e r  s e a s o n s  to  

in c r e a s e  r e v e n u e  a n d  a  p l a y o f f  s y s te m  f o r  c o l ­

le g e  f o o tb a l l  a k in  to  th e  N C A A  to u r n a m e n t  in  

b a s k e tb a l l ,  e d u c a t io n a l  s t a n d a r d s  s u r e ly  c a n n o t  

b e  m e t.

I f  s tu d e n ts  a r e  b e in g  a d m i t t e d  th a t  d o  n o t  

m e a s u r e  u p  a c a d e m ic a l ly  a n d  c a n n o t  u p h o ld  

th e  e d u c a t io n a l  m i s s io n  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  th e n  

w h y  is  th i s  s y s te m  s t i l l  in  p la c e ?  In  th i s  e q u a ­

t io n ,  m o n e y  c o u n t s  m o s t  a n d  a l th o u g h  c o u n t le s s  

p r o g r a m s  ( in c lu d in g  n a t io n a l ly  r a n k e d  o n e s )  

lo s e  m o n e y , t h e  p u l l  o f  a th le t ic  d e p a r tm e n t s  a n d  

b o o s te r s  is  s t i l l  s t r o n g .

S c h o o ls  s u c h  a s  D u k e  a n d  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  M ic h ig a n  a r e  p r a i s e d  a s  t r o p h y  s c h o o ls  th a t  

h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  b o th  a c a d e m ic a l ly  a n d  a th le t i ­

c a l ly ;  h o w e v e r ,  n e i th e r  s h o u ld  s e rv e  a s  th e  i n ­

s t i t u t io n  to  fo l lo w . A t  D u k e ,  f i r s t  y e a r  s tu d e n ts  

e n t e r e d  in  1 9 9 7  w i th  a n  a v e ra g e  S A T  s c o r e  o f  

1 3 9 2 , w h i le  t h e  a v e r a g e  o n  th e i r  b a s k e tb a l l  te a m  

w a s  8 8 7 , a  la r g e  d is c r e p a n c y  f o r  s u c h  a  r e s p e c t ­

a b le  s c h o o l .

I n  a d d i t io n  to  a d m is s io n  s h e n a n ig a n s ,  

s c a n d a l s  h a v e  r o c k e d  s e v e r a l  p r o m i n e n t  u n iv e r ­

s i t i e s ,  p r o v id in g  a n  e x a m p le  o f  s i tu a t io n s  t h a t  

t e n d  to  a r i s e  w h e n  y o u  th r o w  u n p a id  a th le te s ,  

c o r p o r a t io n s ,  c a b le  n e tw o r k s ,  a g e n ts  a n d  a th ­

le t ic  d e p a r tm e n t s  in to  th e  s a m e  p o t .  S ti l l  r e e l in g  

f ro m  a  r e c e n t  f e d e r a l  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  th e  U n iv e r ­

s i ty  o f  M ic h ig a n  s h o u ld  a l s o  n o t  s e rv e  a s  a  s h in ­

in g  e x a m p le  o f  o f f e r in g  th e  b e s t  o f  tw o  p o s s ib le  

w o r ld s .  F e d e r a l  f in d in g s  a l le g e  t h a t  a  M ic h ig a n

b o o s t e r  g a v e  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o l la r s  to  

c o l le g e  p la y e r s  d u r in g  th e  1 9 9 0 s , a  h e f ty  c h a rg e  

w h ic h  u r g e d  th e  s c h o o l  to  h a r s h ly  r e b u k e  th e  

a th le t ic  d e p a r tm e n t ,  p a y  b a c k  la rg e  a m o u n ts  

o f  N C A A  r e v e n u e  a n d  im p o s e  s a n c t io n s  o n  th e  

t e a m  f o r  th i s  p o s t - s e a s o n .

In d e e d ,  in c o n s i s t e n c i e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t  

n u m e r o u s  u n iv e r s i t ie s .  B y  n o  m e a n s  a r e  D u k e  

o r  M ic h ig a n  th e  o n ly  s c h o o ls  g u i l ty  o f  u n s a v o ry  

p r a c t i c e s  b u t  th e  p ro b le m  a p p e a r s  m o r e  p e r v a ­

s iv e  w h e n  tw o  o f  th e  h ig h e r  r a n k e d  in s t i tu t io n s  

in  th e  c o u n t ry  h a v e  ru n  in to  p r o b le m s  a f t e r  in ­

c r e a s in g  e m p h a s is  o n  a th le t ic s .

F o r  th i s  r e a s o n ,  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n s  a t  

m a n y  to p  s c h o o ls  -  I n c lu d in g  B o s to n  U n iv e r ­

s ity , N e w  Y o rk  U n iv e r s i t y  a n d  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  

C h ic a g o  -  h a v e  ta k e n  s te p s  to  c u r b  th e  a th le t ic  

p r o g r a m s  in  a  w a y  w h ic h  w i l l  m a k e  th e m  le s s  

s u s c e p t ib le  to  c o m m e r c i a l  in t e r e s ts  th a t  h a v e  

n o  in t e r e s t  in  u p h o ld in g  q u a l i ty  e d u c a t io n  f o r  

th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  s tu d e n ts .  C o n t r a r y  to  o n e  m y th  

w id e ly  c i r c u la t e d  a b o u t  c o l le g e  a th le t ic s ,  d e ­

e m p h a s iz in g  b ig  t im e  s p o r ts ,  h a s  n o t  r e s u l t e d  in  

a  d r o p  in  a d m is s io n  r e q u e s t s  f o r  th e  a f o r e m e n ­

t io n e d  s c h o o l s .

A t  R u tg e r s  U n iv e r s i ty ,  c o n te n t io u s  o p p o ­

n e n t s  h a v e  w a g e d  w a r  in  th e  d a i ly  o p - e d  s e c t io n .  

W h i le  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  f a i ls  to  a c c e p t  b la m e  

f o r  p u s h in g  a th le t ic  p r o g r a m s  in to  D iv i s io n  1A , 

a  c o s t l y  v e n tu r e  w h ic h  h a s  h u r t  th e  s c h o o l ’s 

a c a d e m ic  c r e d ib i l i ty ,  m a n y  s tu d e n t s ,  f a c u l ty  

a n d  a lu m n i  u n d e r  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  - th e  R u tg e r s  

1 0 0 0  -  h a v e  w o rk e d  to  t a k e  c o n t r o l  a w a y  f ro m  

o u ts id e  in te r e s ts .  H ig h ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  “ th e  s te a d i ly  

i n c r e a s in g  e m p h a s is  o n  ‘p r o f e s s io n a l i z e d ’ c o l ­

le g e  a th le t ic s ,”  th e  g r o u p  h a s  u r g e d  th e  s c h o o l  to  

le a v e  th e  B ig  E a s t  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  p la y  a g a in s t  

o p p o n e n t s  w h o s e  te a m s  c o n s i s t  o f  n o n - s c h o la r ­

s h ip  a th le te s .

C o l l e g e  a t h le t ic s  d e p a r tm e n t s  h a v e  d o n e  

a  g r a v e  d is s e r v ic e  to  u n iv e r s i t i e s ’ a c a d e m ic  

m i s s io n s  b y  a l lo w in g  c o m m e r c i a l  in te r e s ts  to  

r u n  r a m p a n t .  T h e s e  a th le t ic  d e p a r tm e n t s  m u s t  

s e p a r a te  f r o m  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  a n d  b e c o m e  m in o r -  

le a g u e  f r a n c h i s e s  o r  c o n c e r n e d  in d iv id u a l s  m u s t  

f ig h t  to  r e d u c e  th e  r o le  o f  s p o r ts  a t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  

le v e l  to  r e s to r e  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  fo c u s .



m y  t r i a t h l o n  b y  C h r i s  B e n e v i c h

T r ia th lo n  t r a in in g  c a n  b e  u n c o m f o r ta b le ,  lo n e ly , a n d  b o r in g .  I g r e w  u p  

o n  te a m  s p o r ts ,  o r  a t  le a s t  s p o r ts  t h a t  a r e  d o n e  in  a  c lu b  o r  f a m i ly  s e t t in g .  

I w a s n ’t  u s e d  to  r u n n in g  o r  r id in g  lo n g  s t r e t c h e s  w i th o u t  th e  s p u r s  o f  a  

c o a c h ,  c a m a r a d e r ie  o f  t e a m m a te s ,  a n d  w e e k ly  r e w a r d s  o f  a  fu n  g a m e  o r  

o u t in g .  E v e n  s o , it  w a s  n o t  m y  in t e n t io n  to  p la c e  la s t  in  th e  in a u g u r a l  2 0 0 2  

S ta rv e d  R o c k  T r ia th lo n .

I r e m e m b e r  s e e in g  th e  H a w a i i  I r o n m a n  t r i a th lo n  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  o n  

T V . I t  s e e m e d  th e  h a rd e s t ,  m o s t  e l i t e  s p o r t  c o m p e t i t io n  in  th e  w o r ld ,  a n d  

m y  g o a l - o r ie n te d  n a tu r e  d e m a n d e d  th a t  I s o m e d a y  b e  a  p a r t  o f  it . S o , s o m e  

2 0  y e a r s  la te r , f o r  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  I c o m m it te d  to  a n  O ly m p ic  d is ­

ta n c e  t r i a th lo n .  T h is  in c lu d e s  a  c o n t in u o u s  1 .5 k  s w im , 4 0 k  b ik e ,  a n d  1 0 k  

r u n  —  a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  to t a l  I r o n m a n  d is ta n c e .

W h a t  q u ic k ly  d a w n e d  o n  m e  w a s  th a t  I c o m m it te d  to  s o m e th in g  n o t  

th a t  d is ta n t  in  th e  f u tu r e ,  d e m a n d in g  s u c h  f o c u s  fo r  a  s u s t a in e d  p e r io d  

o f  t im e , f o r  ... w e l l ,  to o  lo n g .  C u s h y  o f f ic e  j o b s  h a d  s o f te n e d  m y  b ra in .  

N e a r in g  a g e  3 0 ,  1 r e a l iz e d  i f  I w e r e  to  d i s c o v e r  a n d  fu lf i l l  m y  l i f e ’s p u r ­

p o s e ,  1 h a d  to  d i s c o v e r  a n d  s h e d  m y  B la k ia n  m in d - f o r g e d  m a n a c le s .

I s ta r te d  to  c o n f r o n t  m y  f e a r  o f  c o m m itm e n t  ( t r a n s l a t i o n :  f e a r  o f  e n ­

t r a p m e n t  a n d  lo s s  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e )  u p o n  g e t t in g  m a r r ie d  in  2 0 0 0 .  M y  h u s ­

b a n d  h a d  lo n g  h e a rd  h o w  I b e l ie v e  lo v e  is  a  c h o ic e  w e  m a k e  e a c h  s e p a r a te  

d a y . L ik e  o u r  m a r r ia g e ,  I to o k  th e  t r i a th lo n  t r a in in g  d a y  b y  d a y . T h e  g l i tc h  

in  m y  p la n  w a s  c o n f r o n t in g  a  r o c k y  m a r r ia g e ,  a n d  m y  g o a l  c h a n g e d  f ro m  

c o m p e t in g  in  t o  c o m p le t in g  th e  r a c e .  I h ik e d  th e  s t r e e ts  o f  C h ic a g o  a n d  

r e a d  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  R u m i .  I  w a lk e d  a lo n e  in  th e  fo r e s t ,  s t r a n g e ly  e m p ty  o f  

a n y  ru s t l i n g  o r  a n im a ls .  T h o u g h  th i s  c l e a r e d  m y  m in d ,  w h a t  r e m a in e d  w a s  

d e e p  d i s a p p o in tm e n t  a n d  a  w r e n c h in g  a p a r t  o f  m y  h e a r t  a n d  s e lf - id e n ti ty .

E v e r y th in g  w a s  s o  q u ie t  a n d  p e a c e f u l  w h e n  t r a in in g  f o r  m y  f i r s t  t r i ­

a th lo n  th e  p r e v io u s  w in te r  ... th e  o u td o o r s  is  m y  c h u r c h  —  w h e n  y o u ’re  

s t r ip p e d  b a r e  o f  a l l  th o u g h t ,  f i r s t  a s  a  n e c e s s i ty  to  m o v e  in  th e  c o ld ,  th e n  

a s  a  m e d i ta t iv e  f r e e d o m , a  lo s s  o r  a  s h e d d in g  o f  th o u g h t  l ik e  d e a d  s k in  

c e l ls  th a t  y o u  d o n ’t  n e e d  a n y w a y . T h is  is  r e l ig io n ,  th e  m a g ic  t im e  w h e n  

y o u r  t r u e  s e l f  e m e r g e s  a n d  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  b e g in s .  R e tu r n in g  f ro m  a  w in te r  

w o r k o u t  is  a  h e a v e n ly  p o s t - o r g a s m ic  s tu p o r  —  a l l  c a lo r ie s  e x p e n d e d ,  a  

w a r m - b o d ie d ,  e u p h o r ic  h ig h ,  p e e l in g  th e  h e a v y , w e t  c l o th in g  o f f  a n d  s te p ­

p in g  in to  a  h o t  s h o w e r  j u s t  b e f o r e  a  n a p .  M m m m .

W ith  s p r in g ’s a r r i v a l ,  m y  f i r s t  c h a l le n g e  w a s  to  v i s i t  th e  m i le - lo n g  

s w im m in g  c o r r id o r  a lo n g  C h ic a g o ’s O a k  S tr e e t  B e a c h  a n d  g iv e  m y  f ir s t  

o p e n - w a te r  s w im  a  try . O n e  w o m a n  g a v e  m e  th e  c o m b in a t io n  to  h e r  b ik e  

lo c k  s o  1 c o u ld  lo c k  m y  b ik e  t o  h e r s  b u t  n o t  h a v e  to  w a i t  f o r  h e r . A n o th e r

s w im m e r  a l lo w e d  m e  to  t r a i l  h e r  i n  t h e  w a te r  u n t i l  s h e  g o t  t i r e d  a n d  tu r n e d  

a ro u n d . I g r a d u a l ly  d r o w n e d  o u t  th e  k id s  th r o w in g  s to n e s  a n d  m y  f la s h ­

b a c k s  to  “ J a w s  P a r t  III  in  3 D ”  w i th  m e d i ta t iv e  c h a n t in g  a n d  f o c u s in g  o n  

th e  b u z z  o f  d is ta n t  b o a t s  u n d e r  w a te r .

F a s t - f o r w a r d  to  2 0 0 2 . A f te r  m o n th s  o f  w o r k o u ts  a n d  w o r k  o n  m y  

m a r r ia g e ,  r a c e  d a y  a p p e a r e d .  F o r  s o m e b o d y  w h o s e  id e a  o f  b r e a k f a s t  is  a  

f e w  c o rn f la k e s ,  s c a r f in g  tw o  b a n a n a s ,  a  q u a r t  o f  y o g u r t ,  a  h a l f  g a l lo n  o f  

a p p le  j u i c e ,  tw o  l i te r s  o f  w a te r ,  a n d  a  fu l l  b o w l  o f  o a tm e a l  b e f o r e  a  r a c e  

h a d  m e  a  l i t t l e  o n  th e  b lo a te d  s id e !  I  b r o u g h t  a  b a g  o f  t h in g s  I ’d  n e e d  b e fo r e  

th e  r a c e ,  s u c h  a s  s u n b lo c k ,  a n  e x t r a  t a m p o n ,  a n d  a  b la c k  p e r m a n e n t  m a r k e r  

f o r  th e  r e q u i r e d  “ m a r k in g ,”  o r  th e  r i t u a l  o f  w r i t i n g  th e  r a c e  n u m b e r  o n  m y  

b o d y .

I t o o k  th e  s w im  e a s y  y e t  f in i s h e d  a l l th e  l iq u id s  fo r  m y  r a c e  d u r in g  

th e  b ik e  le g . I f e l t  l ig h t  a n d  m y  th o u g h t s  s t a r t e d  to  w a n d e r .  I s ta r te d  to  

th a n k  m y s e l f  f o r  w h a t  I ’d  d o n e  to  g e t  w h e r e  I w a s ,  r e v e l in g  in  m y  b ik e ’s 

m e c h a n ic a l  s m o o th n e s s ,  its  r a z o r - s h a r p  r e s p o n s iv e n e s s ,  s l ip p in g  th r o u g h  

th e  a i r  r a th e r  th a n  r id in g  in to  it.

T o w a rd s  th e  e n d ,  I w a s  r e a l ly  j u s t  th in k in g ,  " K e e p  g o in g .  R ig h t  fo o t. 

P u t  th e  n e x t  f o o t  d o w n . D o  n o t  s to p  n o  m a t te r  h o w  s lo w ly  y o u  h a v e  to  g o . 

Y o u  a r e  g o in g  to  f in is h .  Y o u  j u s t  h a v e  to  g e t  th e r e .”  H o m e o w n e r s  h a d  c a rd  

t a b le s  c o v e re d  w ith  D ix ie  c u p s  fu ll  o f  w a te r  a n d  “ G o o d  L u c k  t r i a th l e te s ! ”  

s ig n s  ta p e d  u p . K id s  p la y e d  in  th e i r  y a rd s  n e a r  th e  r u n n in g  t r a i l ,  s o m e  

w a v e d  o r  c h e e r e d .  A l th o u g h  I w a v e d  b a c k ,  I fe l t  a s  i f  I w a s  c o m in g  b a c k  

in to  m y  b o d y , c o m in g  b a c k  to  th i s  p o in t  in  m y  l i fe .

W h e n  I c r o s s e d  th e  f in is h  l in e , m y  h u s b a n d  w a s  w a i t in g .  I r a n  in to  

h is  a r m s  a n d  c r i e d  fo r  w h a t  I ’d  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  w h a t  w e  b u i l t  to g e th e r . 

I n s t r u m e n ta l  in  m y  r a c e  re c o v e ry ,  h e ’d  a l s o  g r o w n  in to  th e  m a n  I  lo v e .

S o m e t im e s ,  w h e n  I w o n d e r  a b o u t  m y  b o u n d a r ie s ,  I  r e tu r n  t o  m y  w a ­

te r s h e d  m o m e n t  d u r in g  th e  r a c e .  W h e n  r id in g  th e  b ik e ,  f lo a t in g ,  m y  b o d y  

n o t  s e p a r a t e  b u t  a  p a r t  o f  th e  s u r ro u n d in g s ,  w h o  a m  I?  A m  I d r e a m s  a n d  

p r o m is e s ,  s in c e  t h a t ’s h o w  1 g o t  to  th e  r a c e ?  O r  a m  I a c t io n ,  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  

w h a t  I s h o w  o r  s a y  o r  w r i t e  o r  p r o v e  to  th e  w o r ld ?  W h o  is  th a t  e lu s iv e  s e l f  

b u t  a  b a g  o f  c h e m ic a ls ,  e l e c t r o ly te - p o ta s s iu m  c y c le s ,  n e r v o u s  p a th w a y s  

c l ic k in g  a n d  c l e n c h in g ?

It is  th a t  s e l f  w h ic h  w e  a t  a l l  t im e s  h a v e  b u t  o n ly  a t  in s ta n c e s  a c ­

k n o w le d g e  a n d ,  r a r e r  s t i l l ,  f u lf i l l  to  p o te n t ia l .  I  f o u n d  th a t  u n n a m a b le  p a r t  

o f  m y s e l f  c o a s t in g  d o w n  a  ru r a l  h ig h w a y , h ig h  o n  e n d o r p h in s ,  r u n n in g  o n  

e m p ty ,  a lo n e  a m o n g  th e  s ta r k  s k y , h o t  w in d ,  a n d  s h i f t i n g  s h a f ts  o f  h a r ­

v e s te d  c o m .  i t

m y  c h i  b y  B e c k y  S i c k i n g

I am  p e rh ap s  a s  unlikely a cand ida te  a s  can  g e t to  write 
abou t sp o rts . I w as  still trudging along with training 
w heels  on my Huffy well p as t a  re sp ec tab le  age . My 
knock-kneed gait s e rv ed  m e only to en su re  I rece ived  
continued taun ts  a t schoo l g re a te r  even than  a  last 
n am e like Sicking can  provide. And th e re ’s  little doubt 
tha t spectacu la rly  breaking my n o se  playing softball 
in junior high, b e c a u se  of my ra ther dub ious fielding 
techn ique, se a le d  my self-opin ion  tha t no m atte r how 
m uch I loved sp o rts  —  which is considerab ly  —  I w as 
not m ean t for them .

So I pu rsu ed  stim ulating my intellect instead  and 
re leg a ted  my body to  th e  dust bin, paying atten tion  to 
it only to lam ent how fat I w as, all while continuing to 
g e t fatter due  to neg lect. (N ever mind tha t w hen looking 
back at pho tos of myself, I would love to b e  tha t “fat" 
again!) Basically, suffice it to  s a y  tha t I hardly g o t out of 
th e  starting  block of life with a  positive body im age. The 
cho ices  I m ade for myself, p ercep tions  I had  of m yself 
and  thus , definitions I clung to a s  tru ths ab o u t myself, 
did not include sp o rts  or even  my body m uch.

Two y ea rs  ago , I w as a t the  rec  ce n te r th a t is 
walking d is ta n ce  from my hom e, to sign my tw o-year-

old d au g h te r up for c la s se s . W hile th e re , I noticed a  
flyer by the  front desk : T 'ai Chi instruction. T’ai Chi is 
som eth ing  tha t I ran ac ro ss  over ten  y ea rs  prior. And I 
fell in love with the  con cep t of it im mediately. I had  an 
im age in the  back  of my mind tha t I would love to b e  ab le  
to  do tha t one  day, but the  idea s e e m e d  p reposte rous . 
B esides, a t nearly  ninety pounds overw eight I felt 
uncom fortable to en terta in  the  though t of taking T’ai 
Chi instructions until losing a  conside rab le  am ount of 
w eight. And the  likelihood of tha t happen ing  s e e m e d  a s  
rem ote as...as...w ell, a s  ca tching  tha t dam n softball. So  
while I'd d ream ed  of knowing how to p rac tice  T'ai Chi, I 
didn’t really im agine it would be som ething  I would ever 
attem pt to do, let a lone  actually  do. I thought it would 
be an  ex p e rien ce  in th is world th a t I w ould h ave  to 
regrettab ly  m iss from my life, like skydiving still is.

S o  th e re  I s tood  feeling fat, uncoordinated , 
s luggish, and  intimidated, taking in the  wording on 
tha t flyer. It spoke of a  kind of a c c e p ta n c e  and  n on ­
judgm ent tha t I hadn 't im agined possib le, especially  
with my perception  of m artial a r ts  training a s  formal, 
rigid, and  au s te re , a perception  alm ost entirely fueled 
by pop culture —  B ruce Lee and  th e  “K arate Kid”

m ovies in particular. U nbelievably, I s igned  m yself up, 
placing hope and  tru s t in the  au tho r of th o se  inclusive 
w ords.

During th o se  first few a ttem p ts  and  honestly, the  
en tire  first quarter, I s truggled  to  do any  of it a t all. Any. 
It w as  a s  if my w hole life, w ho I thought I w as, lived 
sep ara te ly  inside this shell, and  so  I had  no idea w hat 
the  hell to actually do with my body. But som ething  
u n sp eak ab le  abou t T 'ai Chi pulled a t m e to  continue. 
Now, a  little over two y ea rs  la ter and  fifty pounds lighter, 
I partic ipate  in group p ractices  th re e  tim es a  w eek  and 
usually prac tice  on my own every  day. It took m e a  little 
over a  yea r to learn the  T’ai Chi form tha t my te ach e r  
d em o n stra tes , well enough  to be  ab le  to p rac tice  it 
a lone, but I did it. And I w as co rrec t; th e  w ords on tha t 
flyer did reflect the  tru stw orth iness of my teacher. He 
included m e, and  I included him. Through T'ai Chi I w as 
rein troduced  to my body, my spirit, my w hole self. And 
now I am  an  ath lete . I realize now tha t I have alw ays 
b een ; I w as  just an  a th le te  still looking for my spo rt. 



C u l t u r e

P l a y  I s  N o t  a  G a m e

O n l y  t h e  h i g h e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w i l l  d o  

f o r  o u r  c h i ld r e n .  F o r  e v e r y  c h i l d  in  

A m e r i c a  m u s t  g r o w  u p  to  b e  p r e s i ­

d e n t ,  o r  a  s t a r  a t h l e t e ,  o r  a  s c h o la r ,  o r  a  b u s i ­

n e s s  s u c c e s s . . .  m u s t n ’t  t h e y ?  G o b s  o f  m o n ­

e y , f a m e ,  a n d  b o ld  l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  w h a t  w e ’ 

r e  a b o u t .  I t  s e e m s  a  s in  t o  e v e n  m e n t i o n ,  le t  

a l o n e  a d d r e s s ,  o r d i n a r y  o u t c o m e s  f o r  c h i ld r e n  

a n d  y o u th .  W e  c a n ’t  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e i r  b e s t  i n ­

t e r e s t s  u n l e s s  i t  is  in  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  c e l e b r i t y  

a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  h u m a n  a c h i e v e m e n t .  

I t ’ s  o u r  n a t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n .  A n d  i t ’s  a  l ie .

T h e  e x a m p l e s  a n d  s to r i e s  w e  f e e d  

to  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a l l  o f  h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d ,  

h i g h l y  t a l e n t e d ,  o r  h i g h l y  p a i d  p r o f e s s io n a l s .  

W o e  u n t o  C h a r l i e  B r o w n ,  R a m o n a  Q u im b y ,  

a n d  B a r t  S im p s o n .  A n d ,  y e s ,  t h i s  o b s e s s i o n  

w a s  t e m p e r e d  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  N i n e  E l e v e n  

w h e n  i t  w a s  f i r e f i g h t e r s ,  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k e r s  w h o  w e r e  t h e  h e r o e s .

B u t  t h a t ’s  t h e  p o in t .  E v e n  i f  o u r  z e a l ­

o u s  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  c h o i c e s t  c a r e e r s  b e c o m e s  

m o r e  d e m o c r a t i z e d ,  w e  a r e  s t i l l  o b s e s s e d  w i th  

t h e  o v e r a c h i e v e r ,  t h e  h e r o ,  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

p e r f o r m e r .  W e  f e e l  t h e  p r e s s u r e  a n d  w e  p a s s  

t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  i m p e r a t i v e  o n  t o  o u r  c h i ld r e n .  

I  t i p  m y  h a t  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  w h o  

f i g h t  t h i s  i n h u m a n  s t a n d a r d - s e t t i n g  a n d  lo v e  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  w a n t  t h e m  to  j u s t  b e  h a p p y .  

A n d  I  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s o  b o ld  a s  t o  p r o f f e r  t h e  

h e r e s y  t h a t  p e o p l e  s h o u l d n ’t  s e e k  to  e x c e l  a n d  

b e  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  b e .  B u t  I d o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

a  l i f e  i s  w e l l - l i v e d  a n d  a  l i f e  is  f u l f i l l e d  w h e n  

a  b e i n g  t a k e s  t i m e  to  b r e a k  f r o m  c o m p e t i t i o n  

a n d  p u r s u i t s  o f  h ig h  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d  s im ­

p l y  e n g a g e  in  p l a y  —  n o t  s p o r t s ,  c o n t e s t s  o r  

g a m e s ,  b u t  p la y .

I a m  n o t  m a k i n g  t h e  c a s e  f o r  m e ­

d io c r i t y .  I  a m  s a y i n g  t h a t  e x c e l l e n c e ,  a s  o u r  

s o c i e t y  h a s  f r a m e d  i t ,  h a s  f a l l e n  f a r  s h o r t  o f  

b r i n g i n g  p e a c e  a n d  b a l a n c e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  A n d  

I a m  s a y i n g  t h a t  a n  e x p a n d e d  s e a r c h  a n d  e f ­

f o r t  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  e x c e l l e n c e  a t  t h e  s o c i e t a l  l e v ­

e l  —  w h i c h  p l a y  o f f e r s  —  i s  in  o r d e r .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w h e n  p a r e n t s  n o u r i s h  

t h e  p l a y  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  w h e n  p l a y  is  

s u s t a i n e d  b e y o n d  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d ,  w e  g e t  a  

g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  l i f e  t h a t  c e l e b r a t e s  m o r e  t h a n  

i t  c o m p e t e s .  W e  g r o s s l y  u n d e r v a l u e  p l a y  in  

o u r  s o c ie ty ,  t o  t h e  s a m e  e x t e n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a  

b l o a t e d  o b s e s s i o n  w i th  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a c h i e v e ­

m e n t  a n d  w in n in g .

P l a y  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e  b a s i c  t o  l i f e ,  a n d  i t  s h o u ld  

b e  f o r  s o c i e t y  a s  w e l l .  T h e  m e s s a g e s  o f  a r t ,  

c o m e d y ,  c h i l d r e n ,  h i s to r y ,  a n d  f o l k  c u l t u r e  

s c r e a m  a  h u n d r e d  w a y s  t o  m a k e  th i s  a r g u ­

m e n t .  Y e t  a n o t h e r  i s  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  o u r  s p i r i ­

t u a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  T h e  b a s i s  f o r  s u c h  a  p r o p o s i ­

t i o n  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  J e w i s h  c o n c e p t  o f  S a b ­

b a t h .  I n  h i s  e s s a y  “ T h e  S a b b a t h , ”  A b r a h a m  

J o s h u a  H e s c h e l  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  “ T h e  S a b b a t h  is  

n o t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  w e e k d a y s ;  t h e  w e e k ­

d a y s  a r e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  S a b b a t h . ”  I t  i s  n o t  

a n  i n t e r l u d e ,  b u t  t h e  c l im a x  o f  l i v i n g 1 ... T h e  

w o r l d  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c r e a t e d  a n d  w i l l  s u r ­

v i v e  w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  o f  m a n . . . o n  t h e  S a b ­

b a t h  w e  e s p e c i a l l y  c a r e  f o r  t h e  s e e d  o f  e t e r ­

n i t y  p l a n t e d  in  t h e  s o u l . ” 2

B u t  w i t h  w h a t  d o  w e  f i l l  t h i s  S a b b a t h  

m o m e n t ?

C e r t a in l y ,  r e s t .  T h e  b o d y ,  m i n d ,  a n d  

s p i r i t  n e e d  a n d  lo v e  r e s t .  O n e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  

f e e l  g u i l t  b u t  o n l y  j o y  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  l i f e  

in  r e s t .

A n d  m e d i t a t i o n  a n d  p r a y e r ,  h o w e v e r  

t h a t  c o m e s  to  y o u .

B u t  a l s o  p la y .  P la y ,  l i k e  r e s t ,  m e d i ­

t a t i o n  a n d  p r a y e r ,  is  f r e e  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

to  c o n t r o l  s p a c e ,  a n d  is  t h e r e f o r e  o p e n  t o  t h e  

m a g i c  o f  e t e r n i t y .  P l a y  is  n o t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  

r e c h a r g i n g  t h e  b a t t e r i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  c y c l e  

o f  w o r k  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t .

P l a y  i s  f o r  i t s  o w n  s a k e ,  i s  i t s  o w n  r e ­

w a r d .  I t  is  v e r y  h a r d  f o r  u s  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  i d e a  

t h a t  o u r  a c h i e v i n g  i s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  p la y ,  n o t  

t h e  o t h e r  w a y  a r o u n d .  F o r  “ l i f e  g o e s  w r o n g  

w h e n  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  s p a c e ,  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

t h i n g s  o f  s p a c e ,  b e c o m e s  o u r  s o l e  c o n c e r n . ” 3

W h a t  is  P l a y ?

T h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  p l a y  is  n o t  w o r k .  T h e  o p p o ­

s i t e  o f  p l a y  is  c o n t e s t  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h e r e  

a r e  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  k i n d s  o f  p l a y :  c u l t u r a l ,  d e e p ,  

o r i g i n a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l .  T h e  c l a s s i c  p h i l o s o p h i ­

c a l  b o o k  o n  p l a y  i s  J o h a n n  H u i z i n g a ’s  H o m o  

L u d e n s .4 I t  is  a  b r i l l i a n t  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  p i e c e .  

H u i z i n g a  d e s c r i b e s  c o n t e s t ,  o r  c u l t u r a l  p la y .  

S u c h  a  d e f i n i t i o n  t h r u s t s  u s  in t o  p a r a d o x ,  f o r  

c o n t e s t  i s  th e  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  t y p e s  

o f  p la y .  A n d  H u i z i n g a  im p l i c i t l y  g r a s p s  t h i s :  

c o m p e t i t i o n  a t  i t s  m o s t  e n j o y a b l e  —  l i k e  in  

w e l l - p l a y e d  s p o r t s  —  t h r i v e s  o n  s o m e  o f  th e  

s a m e  j u i c e s  f o u n d  in  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  p la y .

D e e p  p l a y  i s  t h e  e x h i l a r a t i o n  f o u n d  

m o s t  o f t e n  in  s o l i t a r y  p u r s u i t s  w h e r e  o n e  

r e a c h e s  a  l e v e l  o f  b l i s s f u l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  

n a t u r e .  I t  c a n  b e  h i k i n g  o r  b i c y c l i n g ,  p a i n t i n g  

o r  p r a y i n g  o r  p l a y i n g  m u s ic .  A s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  

p o e t  a n d  w r i t e r  D ia n e  A c k e r m a n  in  h e r  b o o k  

b y  t h e  s a m e  n a m e ,5 d e e p  p l a y  l i s  a n  i n n e r  e x ­

p e r i e n c e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  f u l l  e n j o y m e n t  o f



p la y .  I n  d e e p  p la y ,  o n e  c a n  p l a y  w e l l ,  b u t  d o e s  

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p l a y  w e l l  w i t h  o th e r s .

O r i g i n a l  p l a y  g e t s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  a u ­

t h e n t i c  k i n d s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w h e r e  p l a y  e n r i c h e s  

o u r  l i v e s  a n d  s t i m u l a t e s  s o c i e t a l  g r o w th .  A s  

d e s c r i b e d  a n d  p r a c t i c e d  b y  t r a i n e r  a n d  w r i t e r  

F r e d  D o n a l d s o n ,  o r i g i n a l  p l a y  i s  a  s o c i a l  a c ­

t i v i t y  a m o n g s t  b e i n g s ,  i n  f a c t  i t  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  

s o c i a l i z i n g  a c t i v i t y  o f  a l l  l i f e  f o r m s .6 A s  w e  

e n g a g e  in  t h e  b a s i c  b u t  p r o f o u n d  a c t s  o f  f r o l ­

i c k in g ,  r o l l i n g ,  l a u g h i n g ,  p e o p l e  a r e  a b l e  to  

t o u c h  t h a t  l i f e  f o r c e  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  d i e t  o f  a l l  

a n i m a l s  a n d  p r e - c u l t u r a l  h u m a n s  ( i n f a n t s ) .  I t ’ 

s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  f o r g e t  h o w  to  d o  a s  p a r e n t s :  

w e  s t a r t  t o  p l a y  g a m e s  o r  l e a r n  s p o r t s  t h a t  r e ­

v o l v e  a r o u n d  s c o r e k e e p i n g  a n d  r a n k i n g ,  n o n e  

o f  w h i c h  c a n  o c c u r  i n  o r i g i n a l  p la y .  I n  c o n ­

t e s t ,  w e  a r e  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  e x c e l l i n g  o f  

t h e  s e l f .  I n  o r i g i n a l  p la y ,  t h e  s e l f  i s  f o r g o t t e n  

a s  w e  c o n n e c t  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  la r g e r .

T h e r e  i s  p l a y  i n  t h e  p r e t e n d - f i g h t i n g  o f  d o g s ,  

w h e r e  t h e  r u l e s  o f  “ I  a m  g o i n g  to  b i t e  y o u ”  

a r e  o b s e r v e d  a n d  t h e n  s u s p e n d e d  i m m e d i a t e ­

l y  b e f o r e  a n y  h a r m  i s  e v e n  p o s s i b l e .  I f  y o u  

g e t  d o w n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  w i t h  a  s m a l l  c h i ld  

u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  f o u r  a n d  r o l l  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  

c l u t c h i n g ,  t i c k l i n g ,  o r  h i t t i n g ,  y o u  c a n  h a v e  

g r e a t  f u n  w i t h o u t  i t  e v e r  b e c o m i n g  a n  a c t u ­

a l  g a m e ,  o r  w i t h o u t  a t t a c h i n g  m o r a l  l e s s o n s  

t o  t h e  c a v o r t i n g .  A f t e r  a  h a l f - h o u r  o r  s o ,  y o u  

w i l l  e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b o d y  a n d  

s o u l  r e f r e s h e d .  T h e s e  a r e  f o r m s  o f  o r ig i n a l  

p la y .

F in a l ly ,  w e  c o m e  t o  s o c i a l  p la y ,  w h i c h  is  w h a t  

h a p p e n s  w h e n  o r i g i n a l  p l a y  c o m e s  in t o  d i r e c t  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m a n y  p u b l i c  r e a l m s  o f  o u r  

s o c i e t y  t h a t  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  e n g a g e d  in  c u l tu r a l  

p la y .  S o c i a l  p l a y  t a k e s  o n  t h e  p a r a d o x  o f  g e t ­

t i n g  in t o  a  c o n t e s t  w i t h  c o n t e s t  —  f ig h t i n g  th e  

p o w e r .  I n  a  s o c i e ty  t h a t  is  b a s e d  u p o n  c o m p e ­

t i t i o n  a n d  r a n k i n g ,  s o c i a l  p l a y  i s  a  s e d i t i o u s  

a c t  t h a t  r a t t l e s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  

a n d  p r o p o s e s  t h e  p e a c e f u l  a n d  f u n  a g e  t h a t  w e  

h a v e  n e v e r  k n o w n .

T a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n tu r y .  T h e  I m p r e s s i o n i s t s  p r e s e n t e d  f i n e  a r t  

i m b u e d  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o r i g i n a l  p l a y  

n e w  w a y s  o f  lo o k i n g  a t  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e y  w e r e  

a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  t o  p o p u l a r i z e  a n  a n t i - m a t e r i a l ­

i s t ,  b o h e m i a n  l i f e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d e b a t i n g  t h a t  

t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  g e t  p a i d  w e l l  f o r  t h e i r  a r t ,  b u t  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  t h e i r  p la y ,  t h e y

c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  a r t  a s  a  m a r k e t a b l e  

c o m m o d i t y .  T h e y  s o u g h t  o u t  a  r e a l i t y  d e e p ­

e r  t h a n  c o m m e r c e ,  e v e n  a s  t h e i r  b r e a k  f r o m  

F r a n c e ’ s  p a t r o n a g e  s y s t e m  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a ­

t i o n  f o r  a  n e w  m a r k e t .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h a t  n e w  

m a r k e t  h a s  b e e n  a  h u g e  c a p i t a l  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  i t  

h a s  k i l l e d  a r t ’s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  l i b e r a t e .

W i th  a  g h a s t l y  w o r l d  w a r  t o  o p p o s e ,  

d a d a s  t o o k  th e i r  c u e  f r o m  t h e  I m p r e s s io n i s t s  

—  n o t  a  n e w  m a r k e t ,  b u t  N O  m a r k e t .  T h e y  

r e f u s e d  to  c o n n e c t  t h e i r  a r t  w i t h  a  m a r k e t  s y s ­

t e m ,  a n d  r e f u s e d  a l l  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  m e a n in g .  

I n  a  w o r d ,  t h e  d a d a s  p l a y e d  —  d a d a  I S  p la y ,  

a n d  d a d a  a r t  m e r e l y  a r t i f a c t :  t h e  s h e d  s k in ,  th e  

r e s i d u e  o f  m o m e n t s  o f  p la y .  S to p  v i e w i n g  a r t  

a n d  s t a r t  j u m p i n g  in t o  t h e  p o o l  o f  L i f e  a n d  

P l a y  w a s  t h e  c l e a r  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  d a d a s .

T h e  B e a t s  w o u l d  r e n e w  t h e  c y c l e  in  

th e  p o s t - W o r l d  W a r  II  s h a d o w  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  

n u c l e a r  h o lo c a u s t .  W i th  t h e  f o c u s  s h i f t e d  f r o m  

p a i n t i n g  t o  p o e t r y  a n d  l i t e r a tu r e ,  w i t h  m a s s  

m e d i a  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  c a t a l y s t  o f  c u l tu r a l  m o v e ­

m e n t ,  t h e  B e a t s  r e d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  b o h e m i a n  

l i f e  a n d  m a d e  i t  t h e i r  o w n .  K e r o u a c ,  G in s b e r g  

a n d  B u r r o u g h s  w e r e  p l a y e r s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  o r ­

d e r .  T h e i r  r e b e l  l i v e s  s i m p l y  a n d  s i n c e r e l y  r e ­

j e c t e d  m a te r i a l i s m .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  c o m p e ­

t i t i o n - b a s e d  s o c ie ty ,  t h e y  r e a c h e d  —  t h r o u g h  

w r i t i n g ,  d r in k i n g ,  l o v i n g ,  d r u g g i n g ,  a n d  m e d ­

i t a t i n g  —  f o r  s o m e  c r a z y  e q u i l i b r i u m  t h a t  

w a s  p l a y - b a s e d .  T h e y  t r i e d  t o  g e t  a n d  g iv e  

a  g l i m p s e  o f  w h a t  th e

A m e r i c a n  c h a r a c t e r ,  d e n u d e d  o f  i t s  c o m p e t i ­

t i v e  m a n i a ,  m i g h t  b e .

T h e  h i p p i e s  t o o k  t h i s  g l i m p s e  a n d  r a n  

w i th  it . W h e r e  d a d a  a n d  t h e  B e a t s  h a d  r e a c h e d  

t h e  l e v e l  o f  h ig h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  c u l t ,  t h e  h ip p i e s  

w e r e  a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  a  m a s s  c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  l a r g ­

e s t  W e s t e r n  f o r a y  in t o  s o c i a l  p la y .  M a n y  in ­

g r e d i e n t s  w e r e  t h e r e .  T h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  m a ­

j o r  w a r  t o  o p p o s e .  A n  a n t i w a r  m o v e m e n t  is  a  

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e s t  h a s  d e f i n i t e ly  g o t t e n  

o u t  o f  h a n d .  T h u s ,  t o  b e  a g a in s t  w a r  is  t o  b e  

f o r  p la y .  W a r  is  th e  u l t im a te  c o n t e s t - b a s e d  a c ­

t i v i ty ,  t h e  a r c h e t y p e  o f  s p o r t s .

W h e r e  p a i n t i n g ,  p o e t r y ,  a n d  l i t e r a tu r e  

h a d  b e e n  t h e  e m b le m a t i c  a r t  f o r m s  o f  p r e v i o u s  

s o c i a l  p l a y  e f f o r t s ,  m u s i c  p r o v i d e d  a n d  f e d  o f f  

o f  t h e  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  S ix t i e s  c o u n t e r c u l t u r e .  

T h e  a n t i w a r  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  r o c k  

m u s i c  e x p l o s i o n ,  t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  t h e  d r u g  e x ­

p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  e l e m e n t  o f  l i g h t n i n g - f a s t  m e d ia ,  

a n d  m a s s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a  p l a y - b a s e d  s o c i e ty  

w a s  n o t  t h e  a b e r r a n t  t h i n k i n g  o f  s o m e  r a d i c a l  

a r t  m o v e m e n t .  I t  w a s  a  d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i ty .

T h e  w a r  e n d e d , th e  p o l i t ic s  b e c a m e  

d o g m a t ic  , th e  d r u g s  g o t  a b u s e d ,  a n d  th e  m u s ic  

s c e n e  im p lo d e d , i ts  r e b e l  e n e rg y  to  b e  re s u r r e c te d  

th ro u g h  p u n k  a n d  g r u n g e ,  w h o s e  h u g e  fo l lo w ­

in g s  a r e  m o r e  g r a d u a l ly  c o n n e c t in g  to  a  s o c ia l  

v is io n  a n d  c u l tu r a l  m o v e m e n t .  A s  th e  S u r r e a l is ts  

p r o v id e d  h a v e n  f o r  t h e  a c t iv i s t  e l e m e n t  o f  d a d a ,  

th e  h u m a n  p o te n t ia l  m o v e m e n t  a n d  le a d e r s /  

th in k e r s  l ik e  G r e g o r y  B a te s o n ,  B u c k m in s te r  

F u lle r , a n d  S te w a r t  B r a n d  c a r r ie d  o n  s o m e  o f  th e  

v is io n  f o r  a  p la y - b a s e d  s o c ie ty . A b b ie  H o f f m a n ,  

J o h n  L e n n o n ,  a n d  Y o k o  O n o  h a d  a n  u n c a n n y  g e ­

n iu s  f o r  p la y in g  w i th  th e  m e d ia  a n d  p r o v o k in g  

th e  A m e r i c a n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  in to  c o n s id e r in g  a  

c a n c e l la t io n  o f  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  c o n te s t .  T h r o w ­

in g  d o l l a r  b i l l s  f r o m  t h e  g a l le r y  o f  th e  N e w  Y o rk  

S to c k  E x c h a n g e .  R u n n in g  a  p ig  f o r  p r e s id e n t .  

C o n d u c t in g  a  w e e k lo n g  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  

lo v e - in  f r o m  b e d  to  p r o m o te  p e a c e .

H a d  th e s e  h e r o e s  a n d  w a r r io r s  o f  p la y  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  b r in g  s u c h  b e h a v io r  t o  J o s i e  a n d  J o e  S ix -  

p a c k ,  u n im a g in e d  g a te w a y s  to  p e a c e ,  lo v e ,  p la y , 

a n d  fu n  c o u ld  h a v e  o p e n e d  a n d  h e r a ld e d  a  n e w  

a g e .  B u t  th e  c lo s e s t  w e  g o t  w a s  s o m e o n e  l ik e  

A n d y  K a u f m a n ,  w h o  la c k e d  th e  p o l i t ic a l  u n ­

d e r s ta n d in g  o f  H o f f m a n ,  O n o ,  o r  L e n n o n ,  b u t  

b r i l l ia n t ly  j u x t a p o s e d  p la y  in to  u n e x p e c te d  a r e ­

n a s  a n d  g a v e  u s  a l l  c a u s e  t o  q u e s t io n  b u s in e s s  a s  

u s u a l .  E lv is  im p e r s o n a t io n s .  I n te r g e n d e r  w r e s ­

t l in g  m a tc h e s .  M i lk  a n d  c o o k ie s  f o l l o w in g  a  

C a r n e g ie  H a ll  p e r fo rm a n c e .  K a u f m a n  k n e w  v o l ­

u m e s  a b o u t  p la y , a n d  s t r u g g le d  th r o u g h  p la y  to  

b r e a k  o u t  o f  h is  in d iv id u a l is m . B u t  f o r  a l l  th is , 

K a u f m a n  w a s  s ti l l  s tu c k  in  th e  o b s e s s io n  w i th  

s e lf .  O r ig in a l  p l a y  r e q u i r e s  th e  a b i l i ty  t o  g iv e  th e  

s e l f  u p  f o r  th e  m o m e n t ,  th u s  c r e a t in g  th e  o p p o r tu -

w o rd :  S h e p h e r d  S ie g e l

illustration: P e te  L e w is

n i ty  f o r  a  c o l le c t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e .  T ry  a s  h e  m ig h t ,  

t h e  p r i s o n  o f  c o m e d y ’s  f o r m a t  th w a r t e d  h im .

K a u f m a n  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to  

p la y  w e l l  w i th  o th e r s ,  b u t  i t  is  th e  m a r k e t  s y s ­

t e m  s u r r o u n d in g  a r t , n o t  h is  b e s t  in te n t io n s ,  th a t  

s tu l t i f y  th a t  p o s s ib i l i ty . S o c ia l  p la y  is  th e  a s  y e t  

u n le a r n e d  c a p a c i ty  t o  b r in g  o r ig in a l  p la y  in to  th e  

s o c ie ta l  a r e n a .  B e c a u s e  i t  is  a n a th e m a  to  a  m a r k e t  

s y s t e m  ( i .e .,  c o m p e t i t io n )  it, is  s u b v e rs iv e .

E x p e r i m e n t s  in  s u c h  c o l l e c t i v e  q u a ­

s i - s o c i a l  p l a y  h a v e  o c c u r r e d :  t h e  s h a r e d  c o n ­

s c io u s n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e d  in  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s e n s i t i v e  m u s i c a l  c o n c e r t .  J a z z  is  t h e  m o s t  

l i k e l y  lo c a t i o n  f o r  s u c h  a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  

J o h n  C o l t r a n e ’s  q u a r t e t  e x h i b i t e d  s u c h  g r a c e ;  

G r a t e f u l  D e a d  c o n c e r t s  w e r e  f a m o u s  f o r  i t .  

A n d  t h e  w r i t i n g  a n d  s e m i n a r s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  

D a v i d  B o h m  a d d r e s s e d  i t  d i r e c t l y .  B o h m  

e x p e r i m e n t e d  in  w h a t  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n ,  w r i t e r
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J o h n  W y n d h a m  c a l l e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  g r o u p s  

t o  “ t h i n k  to g e th e r . ”  H e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  d e l ib ­

e r a t e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  h ig h e r  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  

a  g r o u p  t h a t  a p p l i e s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o r ig i ­

n a l  p l a y  t o  d i a lo g u e .  In  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w h e t h e r  

t h r o u g h  p h y s i c a l  p l a y  o r  d i a lo g u e ,  a  g r o u p  is  

s e e k i n g  to  h a v e  p i e c e s  f i t  t o g e t h e r  n o n - c o m -  

p e t i t i v e l y  t o  d e v e l o p  a  g r e a t e r  w h o l e ,  w i t h o u t  

h a v i n g  a  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  in s i s t e n c e  o n  w h a t  

t h a t  w h o l e  s h o u l d  l o o k  l i k e .  A n d  i t ’s  i n t e r e s t ­

in g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o u r  f a s c i n a t io n  w i th  t h e  h u ­

m a n i s t i c  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  w r i t e r s  l i k e  W y n d ­

h a m ,  A s i m o v ,  H e in l e in  a n d  B r a d b u r y  h a s  

b e e n  b e a t e n  d o w n  b y  t h e  o n s l a u g h t  o f  e j a c u l a ­

to r y  s p o r t s - m i n d e d  f a n t a s y / s c i - f i / a c t i o n  f i lm s  

t h a t  o v e r w h e l m  h u m a n i t y  w i t h  m i n d l e s s  k i ­

n e t ic s .

S o  t h i s  i s  t h e  m e t a p h o r  f o r  o u r  t i m e s .  

N o t  p la y .  W h i l e  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  r i s k y  to  

s u g g e s t  s o c i e t y  r e - b a l a n c e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  p la y ,  

p e a c e ,  l o v e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  f u n  b e f o r e  

N i n e  E l e v e n  t o d a y  i t  m u s t  s e e m  l u d i c r o u s .  

T o d a y  o u r  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  s e e m s  t o  d e p e n d  

u p o n  o u r  p a t r i o t i s m ,  r a n k i n g  a n d  s e l e c t i n g  

t h e  v e r y  b e s t  p i l o t s  f o r  o u r  m i l i t a r y ,  s e c u r i t y  

f o r  o u r  p u b l i c  p l a c e s  ( d o n ’ t  e v e n  th i n k  o f  d o ­

in g  a n y t h i n g  p l a y f u l  o r  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  in  

p u b l i c ) ,  l e a d e r s  f o r  o u r  h a p l e s s  b u s in e s s e s  a n d  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  s o  o n .  A n d  o u r  e d u c a t io n a l  

r e f o r m s  a r e  c r a n k e d  u p  to  e v a l u a t e  e v e r y  s t u ­

d e n t ,  t e a c h e r ,  s c h o o l  a n d  d i s t r i c t  b a s e d  u p o n  

s im p l e  n u m b e r s  t h a t  te l l  u s  w h a t  e a c h  s t u d e n t

h a s  a c h i e v e d  a n d  h o w  w e l l .  S u c h  b e t r a y a l s  o f  

f r e e d o m ,  o f  a u t h e n t i c  l e a r n in g ,  a r e  f a l l i n g  in to  

p l a c e  r i g h t  o n  s c h e d u l e  f o r  th i s  j i n g o i s t i c  n a ­

t i o n a l  r e o r g a n i z a t io n .

A m e r i c a n  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  i s  n o t  e n ­

t i r e l y  b a d ,  b u t  t h e  b l o a t e d  s i z e  a n d  f i n a n c e s  

o f  o u r  s p o r t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  e m b l e m a t i c  o f  

h o w  i t  i s  w a y  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n .  S o  i t  i s  w i th  

o u r  n a t i o n a l  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  o v e r a c h i e v e ­

m e n t .  T h i s  is  h u r t i n g  o u r  k id s ,  h u r t i n g  o u r  c u l ­

tu r e ,  d e p r i v i n g  m a n y  o f  t h e  t r u e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  

l i f e  t h a t  i s  f o u n d  i n  o r ig i n a l  p la y .

W e  n e e d  to  c o n s i d e r  t h e  im p l i c a t i o n s  

o f  r e - p r o p o r t i o n i n g  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  c o n ­

t e s t  o u r  s p o r t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  M a j o r  L e a g u e  

B a s e b a l l ,  t h e  N F L ,  a n d  t h e  N B A  s o  a p t l y  r e p ­

r e s e n t ,  t y p i c a l l y  w i t h  o n e  w i n n e r  a n d  t w e n t y -  

n i n e  lo s e r s .  M a r t i n  B u b e r  s a id  t h a t  “ P la y  i s  t h e  

e x u l t a t i o n  o f  th e  p o s s i b l e ”  a n d  n o t  t h e  e l i m i ­

n a t i o n  o f  a  c o m p e t i t o r ’s  s e n s e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y .

T h e  w o r l d  w a i t s  f o r  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  g r e a t  A m e r i c a n  f r e e d o m s  w e  a r e  w i l l ­

in g  to  m o b i l i z e  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  a r m y  in  

h i s t o r y  t o  p r o t e c t .  T h a t  f r e e d o m  is  n o t  a b o u t  

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h o u g h  a  f r e e  m a r k e t  is  a  p a r t  o f  

o u r  f r e e  s o c ie ty ,  h o w e v e r  o u t - o f -  h a n d  it m a y  

h a v e  b e c o m e .  T h a t  f r e e d o m  is  a b o u t  t h e  f r e e ­

d o m  t o  p u r s u e  h a p p i n e s s ,  t h r o u g h  th e  r e l e a s e  

o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e . . . a r t ;  t h r o u g h  th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  

th e  c o l l e c t i v e . . . c o m m u n i t y ;  a n d  t h r o u g h  th e  

s p i r i t u a l  p u r s u i t  o f  a  h i g h e r  o r d e r  o f  b e i n g  in  

t h e  w o r l d . . . p l a y .

Footnotes
1 The Sabbath, by Abraham Joshua Heschel, 1951, 1952, Meridian 
Books, New York, 1963, p. 14, wherein he quotes Rabbi Solomo 
Alkabez, Lecha Dodi; The Evening Service for the Sabbath; and 
Zohar, I, 75, respectively
2 Ibid., p. 13.
3 Ibid., p. 3.
4 Johan Huizinga, Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play Element in 
Culture, (Boston: Beacon, 1950),
5 Diane Ackerman, Deep Play (New York: Random House, 1999.
6 O. Fred Donaldson, Playing by Heart: The Vision and Practice of 

Belonging (Nevada City, CA: Touch the Future, 1993).
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C e n s o r e d  2 0 0 3 :
T h e  T o p  2 5  C e n s o r e d  S t o r i e s
P e te r Phillips & Projec t C enso red  
S ev en  S to ries P re ss , 2002 
w w w .sevenstories.com

Projec t C en so red  aga in  brings us its annua l repo rtage  
of the  m ost im portant s to rie s  of 2001 and  2002 tha t 
co rpo ra te  and  political m a ss  m edia re fu se  to p resen t 
to th e  public. P eop le  without a  subscrip tion  to  Z 
M agazine and  In T h ese  Tim es probably m issed  m ost 
of th e se  s to rie s  and, even  if they h ea rd  ab o u t them , 
w ere  inundated  with junk s to rie s  ab o u t ce lebrities or 
p ro p ag an d a  abou t the  th rea t of Iraq.

In M anufacturing C onsent, published in 1988, 
Edw ard S. H erm an and  N oam  C hom sky d escribed  
w hat they ca lled  a  P ro p ag an d a  M odel of m a ss  m edia 
in which new s item s undergo  a  f iv e -p h ase  “filtering" 
p ro c e ss  to w eed  out th e  s to rie s  tha t would focus the 
atten tion  of regular peop le  on th e  poor behav io rs of the  
dom inant m oneyed elite and  the  su b se rv ien t federal 
and  s ta te  governm ent. Much of tha t book is ded ica ted  to 
showing how th e  m a ss  m edia ac ted  a s  p ropagandistic  
tools on s to rie s  from the  1970s and  1980s, mostly 
involving S o u th ea st A sia and  Central A m erica. U nder 
their m odel, new s peop le  acting  with w hat they  believe 
to  b e  com plete  integrity and  goodwill som ehow  still 
ch o o se  to p re sen t the  new s in a  w ay tha t b es t se rv e s  
the  elite and  co rpo ra te  in teres ts . W hen confronted  with 
th is theory, n ew speop le  practically laugh out loud and 
call H erm an and  C hom sky 's  theo ry  p roduct of parano ia 
and  unsuppo rtab le  by objective ev idence . A m erican

m edia and  policym akers still tre a t th e se  gen tlem en  like 
w ackos, marginalizing them  a s  if they w ere the  repo rter 
in th e  Incredible Hulk TV show  or th e  FBI a g e n ts  in the  
X -Files.

P ro jec t C en so red ’s  annual (actually, annua l- 
an d -a -h a lf) collection of re p re s se d  s to rie s  provides 
the  continuing objective proof of the  validity of the 
p ro p ag an d a  m odel. How e lse  would few  of th e  co rpo ra te  
m ed ia ou tlets  published  s to rie s  on how th e  Bush 
Adm inistration preven ted  th e  FBI from investigating 
O sa m a bin L aden’s  fam ily? Well,
W estern  oil in teres ts  v es ted  in w ealthy 
Middle E astern  oil fam ilies would be  
co n cern ed  if tha t s tory  ca m e  out.

Included with the  m ost recen t Top 
25 s to rie s  a re  u p d a tes  on previous 
ed itions’ s to ries. T he continuing 
su p p ressio n  of im portant s to rie s  
g u a ra n te e s  tha t underlying problem s 
crea ting  the  s to rie s  in th e  first p lace 
never go away.

By reviewing th e  continuing 
ce n so re d  s to rie s  in conjunction with 
the  relatively new  o n es , th e m es  of 
corruption in politics b ec o m e appa ren t.
T he top  c e n so red  sto ry  in C en so red  
2001, th e  last P ro jec t C en so red  edition, 
involved the  IMF and  World B ank 's  a ttem pt to privatize 
w ater supp lies around  th e  world, crea ting  th e  possibility 
of eno rm ous w ealth  for the  co rpo ra te  en tities that 
bought into the  opportunity. And so  it g o e s  in th e  current 
edition, with the  top story  of C en so red  20 0 3  being the

attem p t by the  Federal C om m unications C om m ission to 
privatize the  airw aves, allowing co rpo ra te  m edia outlets 
the  ability to literally buy and  sell radio and  television 
ch a n n e ls  on the free  m arket, virtually destroying  the  
co n cep t of the electronic “com m ons” w hereby the  
a irw aves w ere  reserved  for th e  benefit of the  people.

N oted p rogressive m edia an a ly sts  su ch  a s  R obert 
W. M cC hesney and  N orm an S olom on m ake cam eo  
a p p e a ra n c e s  in artic les focusing on ce rta in  a sp e c ts  
of H erm an and C hom ky's p ro p ag an d a  m odel. A nother 

article fo cu ses  on “Junk Food N ew s” 
and  how th e  m edia diverts our attention 
to im portant new s by forcing drivel 
abou t Jenn ife r Lopez and  sum m er 
shark  a tta ck s  dow n our th roa ts . Junk 
food new s is like crack  —  it's addictive 
and, in th e  m orning after, it m akes  you 
feel like so m e o n e  covered  your brain 
with a  layer o t  m olten p lastic  while you 
w ere as leep .

P rojec t C en so red  collections 
afford m any peop le th e  ch a n ce  to 
view th e se  s to rie s  in one  p lace  without 
having to s e a rc h  all over th e  Internet or 
subsc ribe  to 50 m ajor new sp ap ers , but 
of co u rse  o n e  shou ldn 't sit around  and 
wait for the  new est edition. T he book is 

an  excellen t reso u rce  on activist m edia o rganizations 
and  DIY m edia.

R ead  this book and  learn  som ething . S ta r t your 
own m edia outlet. Be the  new s.
-M atthew  L.M. F letcher







C o c k f i g h t i n g  i n  A m e r i c a

B y  t h e  t i m e  I f i n a l l y  f o u n d  m y  w a y  t o  t h e  M i d - A m e r i c a  G a m e  C lu b  

o u t s i d e  o f  M u ld r o w ,  O k l a h o m a ,  D a v i d  C h a v e z ’s  r o o s t e r s  h a d  s w e p t  

t h e  a f t e r n o o n  d e r b y .  C h a v e z ,  a  l e a n  K a n s a n  b y  w a y  o f  J u a r e z ,  M e x i ­

c o ,  l o o k i n g  s o m e w h a t  l i k e  L e e  V a n  C l e e f  i n  T h e  G o o d ,  t h e  B a d ,  a n d  

t h e  U g ly , h a d  f o u r  v i c t o r i o u s  c o c k s  t h i s  c r i s p  D e c e m b e r  d a y .  D u r i n g  

t h e  l u l l  b e t w e e n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  e v e n i n g  f i g h t s ,  C h a v e z  a n d  h i s  

t h r e e  h a n d l e r s  l o u n g e d  in  t h e  s m o k e - f i l l e d  a r e n a ,  s i p p i n g  d o m e s t i c  

b e e r  i n  S t y r o f o a m  c u p s .  T h e  c a g e  in  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  a r e n a  l o o k e d  

l i k e  a  s m a l l i s h  b o x i n g  r i n g  l i t t e r e d  w i t h  d i r t ,  f e a t h e r s ,  a n d  b lo o d .

I h a d  a r r i v e d  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  r e m a i n i n g  c o c k p i t s  i n  O k l a h o m a  

t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  s p o r t  w i t h  m y  o w n  e y e s .  H e r e  a  l e g a l  b a t t l e  r o y a l  is  

u n d e r w a y  t o  d e c i d e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f  a  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 2  r e f e r ­

e n d u m  b a n n i n g  c o c k f i g h t i n g .  I t h a d n ’t  b e e n  e a s y :  m y  l i f e  h a d  b e e n  

t h r e a t e n e d  o n  a n  o n l i n e  c o c k f i g h t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  b o a r d  w h e n  I a s k e d  

f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c o c k f i g h t i n g ,  I  h a d  b e e n  l e d  d o w n  a p o c r y p h a l  

s t a t e  r o a d s  b y  a n  O k l a h o m a  t o u r i s m  o f f i c i a l ,  a n d  g i v e n  w r o n g  d a t e s  

a n d  t i m e s  b y  c o c k p i t  o w n e r s .

O k l a h o m a  w a s  ( a n d  t e c h n i c a l l y  s t i l l  i s )  o n e  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  s t a t e s  

—  L o u i s i a n a  a n d  N e w  M e x i c o  a r e  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  —  t o  a l l o w  c o c k -  

f i g h t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  t h e  s p o r t  h a d  t u r n e d  t h e  s t a t e ’s  n o r m a l l y  

d u l l  p o l i t i c s  o n  i t s  h e a d .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  b a n  h a d  p a s s e d  b y  5 4  p e r c e n t ,  

i t  w a s  r e j e c t e d  b y  5 7  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’s  7 7  c o u n t i e s  a n d  a  s t a t e  j u d g e  p l a c e d  

a  t e m p o r a r y  i n j u n c t i o n  o n  a n y  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  la w .  S o  w h i l e  

c o c k f i g h t i n g  m i g h t  b e  i n  l e g a l  p u r g a t o r y ,  t h e  s p o r t  c o n t i n u e s ,  e v e n  a s  

t h e  d e b a t e s  o v e r  i t  g r o w  s h r i l l e r .  T o  c o c k f i g h t  o r  n o t  t o  c o c k f i g h t  h a s  

b e c o m e  a  r e f e r e n d u m  n o t  j u s t  o n  t h e  s p o r t  i t s e l f ,  b u t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’s 

m o r a l  c o m p a s s  a n d  e x t e r n a l  im a g e .  C o c k f i g h t i n g ,  l i k e  t h e  G r a p e s  o f  

W r a th  s o m e  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  h a s  f o r c e d  O k i e s  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e i r  

d e e p e s t  f e a r s  a n d  a n x i e t i e s  a b o u t  r a c e ,  c l a s s ,  a n d  v i o l e n c e .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  w i d e s p r e a d  s p e c u l a t i o n  s i n c e  N o v e m b e r  t h a t  a  

l a s t - m i n u t e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  c o c k f i g h t e r s  f a i l e d  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  r e f e r ­

e n d u m ,  b u t  s o m e h o w  s u c c e e d e d  in  u p s e t t i n g  t h e  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e  

R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r ,  S t e v e  L a r g e n t ,  w h o  h a d  c a l l e d  

c o c k f i g h t i n g  “ a  b a r b a r i c  p r a c t i c e . ”

L a r g e n t  s e e m e d  l i k e  a  s h o e - i n  f o r  t w o  f a c t o r s :  a s  a  U S  c o n g r e s s ­

m a n  h e  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v i s i b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n

C o a l i t i o n  a n d ,  p e r h a p s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  h e  i s  a n  N F L  H a l l  o f  F a m e  

w i d e  r e c e i v e r .  F o o t b a l l  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a r e  a  p o w e r f u l  t a n d e m  in  

O k l a h o m a ,  a n d  t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s :  J C  W a t t s ,  T o m  

O s b o r n e ,  a n d  J a c k  K e m p  a r e  b u t  a  f e w  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w h o  p a r l a y e d  

s u c c e s s  o n  t h e  g r i d i r o n  t o  C a p i t o l  H i l l .  W h e n  I a s k e d  K e n  M c N e e le y ,  

o w n e r  o f  t h e  M i d - A m e r i c a  G a m e  C lu b ,  i f  c o c k f i g h t e r s  c o u l d  t a k e  

s o m e  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  ^ e a t i n g  L a r g e n t ,  h e  g o t  s e r i o u s :  “ Y o u  d o n ’t  

h a v e  t o  a s k  t h a t , ”  h e  s a id .  “ Y o u  k n o w  w e  b e a t  t h a t  S O B .”

T o  L a r g e n t  a n d  R e p u b l i c a n  G o v e r n o r  F r a n k  K e a t i n g  t h e  a n s w e r  

t o  t h e  v e x i n g  S t a t e  Q u e s t i o n  6 8 7  w a s  s im p l e :  c o c k f i g h t i n g  i s  a n  

a b o m i n a t i o n ,  a  c a n c e r  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  H e a r t l a n d .  “ C o c k f i g h t i n g  is  

c r u e l , ”  K e a t i n g  s a i d  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  “ i t  p r o m o t e s  i l l e g a l  

g a m b l i n g ,  a n d  i t ’s  s i m p l y  e m b a r r a s s i n g  t o  O k l a h o m a  t o  b e  s e e n  a s  

o n e  o f  o n l y  a  t i n y  h a n d f u l  o f  l o c a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d  w h e r e  

t h i s  a c t i v i t y  i s  l e g a l . ”  T h e  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  O k l a h o m a  w i t h  t h e  “ T h i r d  

W o r l d ”  r e s o n a t e d  o n  m o r e  l e v e l s  t h a n  K e a t i n g  c o u l d  h a v e  a n t i c i ­

p a t e d .

W h i l e  c o c k f i g h t i n g  h a s  b e e n  a  s h a d o w y  s u b c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  U n i t ­

e d  S t a t e s  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  i t  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  

r e v i v a l  i n  p a r t  d u e  t o  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  M e x i c a n  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  S o u t h ,  

w h e r e  c o c k f i g h t i n g  c u l t u r e  i s  m o s t  i n g r a i n e d .  T h i s  h a s  l e d  t o  a n  

u n l i k e l y  c o a l i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  n e w  i m m i g r a n t s  a n d  r u r a l ,  p o o r  o r  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  w h i t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a i n s t r e a m .

“ T h e  w a y  I  f e e l  a b o u t  i t  i s ,  y o u  h a v e  o n e  M e x i c a n  c o c k e r ,  h e  

b r i n g s  s e v e n  o f  h i s  b u d d i e s  t o  a  f ig h t .  A  w h i t e  g u y  b r i n g s  t w o ,  m a y b e  

t h r e e , ”  s a i d  S a m ,  a n  O k l a h o m a  r o o s t e r  f a r m e r  n e a r  t h e  T e x a s  b o r d e r ,  

“ I t ’s  g o o d  f o r  t h e  s p o r t . ”  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  i m a g e  t h a t  t h e  a n t i - c o c k -  

f i g h t i n g  lo b b y  t r i e d  t o  p r e s e n t ,  c o c k f i g h t e r s ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  s e e m  

t o  a c c e p t  a n d  e v e n  w e l c o m e  d i v e r s i t y  —  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  a g r e e  w i th  

t h e i r  s p o r t .  “ W h o  c a r e s  w h a t  c o l o r  y o u  a r e , ”  a n o t h e r  o n e  s a i d ,  “ t h e  

q u e s t i o n  is :  d o  y o u  f i g h t  c h i c k e n s ? ”

“ W e ’r e  a  l i v e  a n d  l e t  l i v e  b u n c h , ”  M c N e e l e y  t o l d  m e ,  o n l y  t o  

w a r n  m e  a b o u t  “ q u e e r s ,  l e s b i a n s ,  a n d  v e g e t a r i a n s  . . .  f u n k y  p e o p l e  i n  

t h e  c i t i e s  w i t h  h a i r  d o w n  t o  t h e i r  a s s  a n d  r i n g s  i n  t h e i r  n o s e . ”

I t  w a s n ’t  o n l y  t h e  s u b t l e  r a c i s m  o f  K e a t i n g ’s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  h i t  

h o m e  f o r  m a n y  c o c k f i g h t e r s .  I n  a  s t a t e  w i t h  a  15 p e r c e n t  p o v e r t y  r a t e



t h a t  r a n k s  O k l a h o m a  a s  t h e  e i g h t h  p o o r e s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  c o c k f i g h t e r s  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  p e g g e d  a s  l a z y ,  v i c e - r i d d e n ,  p o o r  w h i t e  

t r a s h .

C o c k f i g h t i n g  h a s ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  b e c o m e  a n  a l l e g o r y  f o r  c l a s s  

w a r f a r e .  I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  N P R ,  J a n e t  P e a r s o n ,  t h e  T u l s a  W o r l d ’s  

e d i t o r i a l  p a g e  e d i t o r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ’s  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  

c o c k f i g h t i n g  h a d  m o r e  t o  d o  w i t h  c l a s s  a n d  i d e n t i t y  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  

a c t u a l  s p o r t .  “ T o  u s ,  a s  a n  e d i t o r i a l  b o a r d ,  t h e  i m a g e  i s s u e  w a s  r e a l l y  

p a r a m o u n t .  I  m e a n ,  i t  j u s t  s e e m e d  l i k e  a  b a c k w a r d  a c t i v i t y . ”

I n s i d e  t h e  P i t

T h e  c o c k p i t s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a n t i - c o c k f i g h t i n g  lo b b y ,  

l e d  b y  t h e  H u m a n e  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C o a l i t i o n  A g a i n s t  

C o c k f i g h t i n g ,  a r e  d e n s  o f  i n i q u i t y  f u l l  o f  d r u g s ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  c r u e l t y ,  

a n d  g a m b l i n g .  Y e t ,  s o m e h o w ,  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  in  M i d - A m e r i c a  f e l t  

o n l y  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  d e c a d e n t  t h a n  b i n g o  n i g h t  f o r  s e n i o r s  a t  t h e  V F W . 

K i d s  d r a n k  h u g e  s o d a s  a n d  r a n  c i r c l e s  a r o u n d  t h e  p i t ,  m e n  d i s c u s s e d  

c o c k s ’ b l o o d  l i n e s  in  t h e  j a r g o n  o f  g e n e t i c  e n g i n e e r s ,  a n d  D a v i d  

C h a v e z  a n d  h i s  h a n d l e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  b u s i n e s s ,  r e a d y i n g  t h e i r  r o o s t e r s  

f o r  a  l o n g  e v e n i n g  o f  c o c k f i g h t i n g .

T o  H a y d e n  H i s e ,  a  7 7 - y e a r  o l d  v e t e r a n  a n d  r e t i r e d  r e f e r e e  o f  t h e  

s p o r t ,  c o c k f i g h t i n g  i s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  b a c k w a r d .  “ C o c k f i g h t i n g  i s  a n  a r t  

a n d  t h e  b e s t  c o c k f i g h t e r s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  s p o r t , ”  h e  

s a i d  w h i l e  g r a b b i n g  t w o  r o o s t e r s  a n d  s e t t i n g  t h e m  o n  s c a l e s  f o r  a n  

e v e n i n g  b o u t .  H i s e  f o u g h t  a n d  r a i s e d  c o c k s  f o r  4 4  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a c ­

q u i r i n g  h i s  c u r r e n t  p o s t  a s  M i d - A m e r i c a ’s  a n n o u n c e r  a n d  c o c k f i g h t  

s u p e r v i s o r .  H e  i s  s h a r p  a n d  f r i e n d l y ;  h e  i s  t h e  o n l y  c o c k f i g h t e r  w h o  

d a r e s  t o  l o o k  t h i s  n o n - c o c k f i g h t e r  i n  t h e  e y e .  H e  is  a r t i c u l a t e ,  to o :  

u n l i k e  m o s t  c o c k f i g h t e r s ,  w h o  j u s t i f y  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  f i g h t  

b y  r e v e r t i n g  t o  a  “ n a t u r a l  l a w ”  a r g u m e n t ,  H i s e  i s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d e e p  

b o n d s  b e t w e e n  h u m a n  a n d  c o c k .  M a n  h a s  b r e d  t h e  r o o s t e r  o v e r  t h e  

p a s t  2 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e ,  q u i c k e r ,  a n d  s t r o n g e r ,  

H i s e  s a y s .  E v e r y o n e  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  r o o s t e r  i s  a  n a t u r a l  f i g h t e r ,  h e  

s a y s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  is  h i s  h a n d l e r :  “A  g o o d  h a n d l e r  c a n  b r i n g  a  d e a d  

r o o s t e r  b a c k  t o  l i f e , ”  H i s e  c l a i m s .  T h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n  b e ­

t w e e n  t h e  c o c k  a n d  t h e  h a n d l e r  c a n  b e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  l i f e  a n d  

d e a t h .  “ I ’v e  s e e n  p l e n t y  o f  f i g h t s  w h e r e  t h e  h a n d l e r  g i v e s  u p  a n d  t h e  

r o o s t e r  j u s t  d i e s . ”

I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  t h e n  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  c o c k f i g h t i n g  is  “ b a r b a r i c ”  

b e c o m e s  m u c h  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d .  C o c k f i g h t e r s  a r e  q u i c k  t o  a r g u e  

t h a t  t h e y  t r e a t  t h e i r  a n i m a l s  w i t h  m u c h  m o r e  d i g n i t y  a n d  r e s p e c t  t h a n  

y o u r  a v e r a g e  c h i c k e n  f a r m e r .  “ W h a t ’s  r e a l l y  c r u e l ? ”  S a m  a s k s  m e ,  

r e f u s i n g  t o  g i v e  h i s  l a s t  n a m e .  “A  g u y  w h o  t a k e s  c a r e  o f  h i s  r o o s t e r s  

f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  o r  t h e s e  f a r m s  p a c k e d  w i t h  c h i c k e n s  t h a t  t h e y  e l e c ­

t r o c u t e  a f t e r  a  f e w  w e e k s ? ”

W h i l e  s o m e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  c o c k f i g h t e r s  p u t  f o r t h  t o  l e g i t i ­

m i z e  w h a t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  b l o o d  s p o r t  d o  s e e m  f a r - f e t c h e d ,  t h i s  i s  a n  

i r o n y  i n  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  c h i c k e n  f i g h t i n g  l o s t  o n  n o  c o c k f i g h t e r .  J u s t  

a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  i n  S p r i n g d a l e ,  A r k a n s a s  s i t s  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  h e a d ­

q u a r t e r s  o f  T y s o n  F o o d s ,  t h e  w o r l d ’s  l a r g e s t  p o u l t r y  p r o d u c e r ,  a  $ 7  

b i l l i o n  a  y e a r  b u s i n e s s .

T y s o n  o p e r a t e s  w h a t  i n  o f f i c i a l  p a r l a n c e  i s  k n o w n  a s  C o n c e n ­

t r a t e d  A n i m a l  F e e d l o t  O p e r a t i o n s  —  m o r e  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  

“ f a c t o r y  f a r m s ”  —  a l l  o v e r  A r k a n s a s  a n d  O k l a h o m a ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  

l a b e l e d  b y  M u l t i n a t i o n a l  M o n i t o r  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  “ W o r l d ’s  T e n  W o r s t  

C o r p o r a t i o n s ”  f o r  i t s  u s e  o f  c h i l d  l a b o r .  C o n d i t i o n s  i n  T y s o n ’s  f a r m s ,  

o r  a n y  l a r g e - s c a l e  p o u l t r y  f a r m ,  a r e  n o t o r i o u s :  h e n s  a r e  d e n s e l y  

p a c k e d  i n  c a g e s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ’t  m o v e ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  b e a k s  a r e  s a w e d  

o f f  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  p e c k i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  t o  d e a t h .  A s  i f  t h e  c h i l d  

l a b o r  a n d  a n i m a l  a b u s e  c h a r g e s  w e r e n ’t  e n o u g h ,  n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  

O k l a h o m a  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  ( n o t  a n  o f f i c e  k n o w n  f o r  a n i m a l  r i g h t s  

c r u s a d e s )  r e c e n t l y  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  s u e  A r k a n s a s  f o r  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  i t s  

r i v e r s  w i t h  p h o s p h o r o u s ,  a  b y - p r o d u c t  o f  p o u l t r y  w a s t e .

Y e t  a s  t h e  d e b a t e  c o n t i n u e s ,  a n d  I h u n k e r  d o w n  in  t h e  m i d d l e  

o f  M u l d r o w  w i t h  D a v i d  C h a v e z  a n d  h i s  h a n d l e r s ,  w h o  a r e  d i l i g e n t l y  

f a s t e n i n g  o n  a n  i n c h - l o n g  b l a d e  t o  a  r o o s t e r  c r a d l e d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  h a n ­

d l e r ’s  a r m s ,  p o l i t i c s  g i v e s  o v e r  t o  t h e  v i s c e r a l  s e n s a t i o n  o f  i m p e n d i n g  

m o r t a l  c o m b a t .  T h i s  r o o s t e r ,  h i s  w h i t e  h e c k l e s  a n d  b l a c k  p l u m a g e  

s h i n i n g ,  c l o s e s  h i s  e y e s  a s  h e  i s  p r e p p e d  a n d  m e s s a g e d  f o r  t h e  u p ­

c o m i n g  f ig h t .  W i l l  h e  e n d  u p  in  M i d - A m e r i c a ’s  R O O S T E R  t r a s h  b i n  

o r  o n  a  K a n s a s  f a r m  a s  a  1 2 - y e a r - o l d  p r i z e  b a t t l e  c o c k ?  I c o u l d  w a t c h  

a n d  f i n d  o u t ,  b u t  i t  i s  m i d n i g h t  a l r e a d y  a n d  h o m e  i s  a  l o n g  w a y  f r o m  

M u l d r o w .  

excerp ted  from the  H um ane S ocie ty  of the  United S ta te s  w ebsite  
w w w .hsus.org

W ha t is  c o c k fig h tin g ?
Cockfighting is a  cen tu ries-o ld  blood sport in which two or m ore specially 
bred  birds, known a s  gam ecocks , a re  p laced  in an  enc lo su re  to  fight, for 
th e  prim ary p u rp o ses  of gam bling and  entertainm ent. A cockfight usually 
resu lts  in the  d ea th  of one  of th e  birds; som etim es it e n d s  in the  dea th  of 
both. A typical cockfight can  last anyw here from several m inutes to m ore 
than  half an  hour.

H ow  d o e s  it c a u s e  an im a l s u f fe r in g ?
T he birds, even  th o se  who do not die, suffer in cockfights. T he birds canno t 
e s c a p e  from the  fight, reg ard less  of how exhausted  o r injured they becom e. 
Com m on injuries include punctured  lungs, broken bones , and  p ierced  eyes. 
S uch  sev e re  injuries occur b e c a u se  the  birds' legs a re  usually fitted with 
razo r-sharp  s tee l b lades or with gaffs, which resem b le  three-inch-long , 
curved ice picks. T h e se  artificial spu rs  a re  designed  to puncture and 
mutilate.

A ren ’t t h e s e  b ird s  n a tu ra l f ig h te r s ?
While it is tru e  tha t birds will fight over food, territory, or m ates, su ch  fights 
a re  genera lly  only to estab lish  dom inance within a  group (the pecking order) 
and  seldom  result in serious injury. This natural behavior is quite different 
from w hat h ap p en s  in s tag ed  cockfights, w here pairs of birds, bred  for 
m axim um  ag g re ss iv e n e ss  (and som etim es given stero id s  or o ther d rugs 
to m ake them  m ore successfu l fighters) a re  forced to fight until a  w inner 
is declared .

I s n ’t  c o c k fig h tin g  p a r t  o f  o u r  h e r i ta g e ?
While it is true  tha t cockfighting h a s  been  p racticed  for cen tu ries  in various 
countries, including the  United S ta tes , “old" d o es  not necessarily  m ean  right 
o r even ac cep tab le . At one  tim e the  United S ta te s  allow ed slavery, lacked 
child a b u se  laws, and  refused  w om en the vote.

Is th e r e  a  t r e n d  to w a rd  tre a tin g  th e  c r im e  o f  c o c k fig h tin g  m o re  
s e r io u s ly ?
Yes. It is illegal in alm ost every  s ta te , and  m ost s ta te s  specifically prohibit 
anyone from being a  sp ec ta to r at a  cockfight. Recently  m any s ta te s  have 
inc reased  th e  se r io u sn e ss  of a  cockfighting ch a rg e  from a  m isdem eanor 
to a  felony. In addition, th e  federa l Animal W elfare Act prohibits the  
in terstate  tran spo rt of birds for u se  in cockfights to s ta te s  with laws aga inst 
cockfighting.

W ha t c a n  I d o  to  h e lp  s to p  co c k fig h tin g ?
If you live in o n e  of the  s ta te s  or territories w here cockfighting is still legal, 
p le a se  write to  your legislators and  urge them  to ban it. If you live in one  of 
the  s ta te s  w here  it is still only a  m isdem eanor, p le a se  write to your s ta te  
legislators and  urge them  to m ake it a  felony o ffense. To find out how your 
s ta te  tre a ts  cockfighting, visit our p ag e  on S ta te  Cockfighting Laws.

W e en co u ra g e  you a lso  to write letters to the  m edia to inc rease  public 
a w aren e ss  of the  d an g e rs  of cockfighting and  to law enforcem ent officials 
to urge them  to take  th e  issu e  seriously. You may w ant to  display our 
cockfighting po ste r in your community; additional cop ies  can  b e  o rdered  
from The HSUS.

If you s u sp e c t tha t cockfighting is going on in your own neighborhood, 
a le rt your local law enforcem ent agency  and  urge agency  officials to con tact 
The H SU S for practical tools, advice, and  a ss is tan c e .



T h e  G r e t z k y  E f f e c t

M ick e y  Z . w o rd s  

M ic h a e l  T w o h ig  i l lu s t r a t io n

E a c h  t r a in  l in e  in  N e w  Y o rk ’s v a s t ,  s e r p e n t in e  

u n d e r g r o u n d  s y s te m  h a s  a  p e r s o n a l i ty  a l l  its  
o w n . M y  l in e  —  th e  N  t r a in  —  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  

b lu e - c o l l a r  c ro w d . Y o u  k n o w , th e  b r e e d  o f  h u ­
m a n  th a t  p e r c e iv e s  R o e  v s . W a d e  a s  tw o  n i f t y  

w a y s  to  c r o s s  a  r iv e r  ( in s e r t  r im  s h o t  h e re ) .  T h e s e  

a r e  N e w  Y o rk  P o s t  r e a d e r s  w h o  lo y a l ly  ig n o re  
th e  h e a d l in e s  a n d  f l ip  th e i r  ta b lo id  n e w s p a p e r  

o v e r  to  s c a n  th e  s p o r t s  p a g e s  w i th  a n  in t e n s i ty  
r a r e ly  s e e n  e ls e w h e re .

W h a t  a  c o o l  w o r ld  th i s  w o u ld  b e  i f  p e o p le  
w o u ld  o n ly  p u t h a l f  a s  m u c h  e n e rg y  in to  im p r o v ­

in g  th e i r  o w n  liv e s  a s  th e y  d o  s tu d y in g  th e  N F L  
s ta n d in g s .

W h e n  it c o m e s  to  s p o r t s ,  I  c o n s id e r  m y s e l f  
a  r e f o r m e d  a d d ic t  . . .  o f  s o r ts .  I s t i l l  p la y  s p o r ts  
w h e n  I  c a n ,  b u t  n o t  h a v in g  c a b le  m a k e s  i t  e a s y  

fo r  m e  to  r e s i s t  v ie w in g .  T h a t ’s  a  g o o d  th in g  

b e c a u s e  I ’v e  w a s te d  f a r  m o re  t im e  th a n  I c a re  

to  a d m i t  w o r r y in g  a b o u t  b a t t in g  a v e ra g e s ,  h a t  

t r i c k s  a n d  th e  g o d d a m n e d  S u p e r  B o w l.

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o , in  f a c t ,  I l e c tu r e d  a  c o ­

w o r k e r  o f  m in e  n a m e d  J o d y  o n  th e  d a n g e r s  o f  
s p o r ts  a d d ic t io n .

“ P ro fe s s io n a l  s p o r ts ,”  I to ld  m y  im p r e s ­

s io n a b le  y o u n g  p s e u d o - f r i e n d ,  “ a r e  n o th in g  
m o re  th a n  a  v e r y  c le v e r  d iv e r s io n  n e e d e d  to  e n ­

c o u r a g e  c h a u v in is m  a n d  k e e p  u s  d ro n e s  lo o k in g  
in  th e  w r o n g  d i r e c t i o n .”

T o  p ro v e  th i s  r a t h e r  u n u s u a l  p o s tu la t io n ,  1 

o f f e r e d  th e  in t r e p id  J o d y  th e  fo l lo w in g  f o r m u la  
a s  e v id e n c e  ( r e m e m b e r ,  th i s  w a s  a  fe w  y e a r s  

b a c k :  “ L e o n  H e s s  o w n s  th e  N e w  Y o rk  J e ts . L e o n  

H e s s  a l s o  h a p p e n s  to  o w n  a n  o i l  c o m p a n y . N o w , 

i t ’s n o  s e c r e t  th a t  o il c o m p a n ie s  l i k e  H e s s  b e n ­

e f it g r e a t ly  f r o m  U S - e n f o r c e d  ‘s t a b i l i t y ’ i n  s u c h  

w o n d e r f u l ly  e x o t ic  p la c e s  a s  S o m a l ia  a n d  K u ­

w a it .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  w e  c i t i z e n s  w e re  o n ly  s l ig h t ly  
a w a re  o f  th e  d r e a d f u l  t a c t i c s  u s e d  to  p ro m o te  

s u c h  s o - c a l l e d  s ta b i l i ty ,  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  v e r y  
n o is y  S e c o n d  A m e r i c a n  R e v o lu t io n .”

T h i s  is  w h e r e  J o d y  r a i s e d  h is  e y e b ro w s  a n d  

w a s  o b v io u s ly  w o n d e r in g  w h a t  a l l  th i s  s u b te r ­

f u g e  h a d  to  d o  w i th  D e n n is  R o d m a n ’s r e b o u n d ­
in g  a v e ra g e  o r  E v a n d e r  H o ly f ie ld ’s n e x t  t i t l e  f ig h t  

o p p o n e n t  (m o re  d a t e d  r e f e r e n c e s  to  i l lu s t r a t e  m y  

s u p p o s e d ly  i n d i f f e r e n t  s ta tu s ) .  S o , I c h o s e  th a t  
t im e  t o 'd e f t l y  t i e  a l l  th i s  s c a t te r e d  h y p e r b o le  
to g e th e r  in  o n e  v e r y  n e a t  p a c k a g e .

“ H e n c e ,”  I p r o p o s e d ,  “ i t ’s b e s t  to  h a v e  p e o ­
p le  l ik e  u s  w o r r y  o u r  h e a d s  o v e r  th e  S u p e r  B o w l 

th e n  to  d ig  in to  U .S . f o r e ig n  p o lic y ,  r ig h t ?  P lu s ,  i f  
th e  m a jo r  o i l  c o m p a n ie s  s p e n d  to n s  o f  a d v e r t i s ­

in g  d o l l a r s ,  th e  m e d ia  a c c e p t in g  th a t  w in d f a l l  is  
lo g i c a l ly  g o in g  to  p r o m o te  w h a t  t h e y ’r e  to ld  to  

p ro m o te :  s p o r ts ,  n o t  h u m a n  r ig h t s .  T h e re fo r e ,  

th e  c o n c e p t  o f  L e o n  H e s s  o w n in g  a n  o i l  c o m ­
p a n y  a n d  a n  N F L  f r a n c h i s e  m a k e s  r e m a r k a b le  
f u c k i n ’ b u s in e s s  s e n s e  ( th e  s a m e  g o e s  f o r  th e  

g u y  w h o  b o u g h t  th e  J e ts  f r o m  H e s s :  th e  o w n e r  o f  

a  m a jo r  p h a r m a c e u t ic a l  c o m p a n y ) .”

J o d y ’s  p o l i te  s i le n c e  w a s  n o t  u n e x p e c te d  so  

I o p te d  to  s e g u e  in to  “ th e  G r e t z k y  e f f e c t .”
“ I n  19 8 8 ,”  I  b e g a n ,  “ th e  h o c k e y  le g e n d  

s ig n e d  a n  e ig h t-y e a r ,  $ 2 0  m i l l i o n  c o n t r a c t  w ith  

th e  L o s  A n g e le s  K in g s  fo r  a n  a n n u a l  s a la r y  o f  
$ 2 .5  m i l l io n  (q u a in t  in  2 0 0 3  te r m s ) .  I n  r e t u r n ,

t h a n k s  to  s e a s o n ’s t i c k e t s  s a le s ,  c a b le  T V , 
c o n c e s s io n s  a n d  r e n t  k ic k b a c k s ,  th e  G r e a t  O n e  

e a r n e d  a n  e x t r a  $ 4 .4  m i l l io n  fo r  th e  K in g s  in  

h is  f i r s t  y e a r . W h e n  y o u  f a c to r  in  th e  l e a g u e ­

w id e  in c r e a s e  o f  t i c k e t  a n d  c o n c e s s io n  r e v e n u e  
G r e tz k y  d i r e c t l y  c a u s e d ,  h is  to t a l  in i t ia l  e f f e c t  

th a t  y e a r  w a s  a  $ 1 2 .7 3  m i l l i o n  w in d f a l l  f o r  th e  
K in g s  a n d  th e  e n t i r e  N H L .

“ B u t  n o t  e v e n  W a y n e  G r e t z k y  w a s  e x e m p t 

f r o m  p la y e r  d e p r e c ia t io n .  T e a m  o w n e r s  s e e k in g  
a  ta x  b r e a k  d e p r e c ia t e  a th le t e s  l ik e  a  f r i g g i n ’ 

p ie c e  o f  e q u ip m e n t .  A  p la y e r  v a lu e d  a t  $1 m i l ­

l io n ,  d e p r e c ia t e d  o v e r  f iv e  y e a r s ,  g iv e s  th e  te a m  
o w n e r  a  ta x  w r i t e - o f f  o f  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  e a c h  o f  

th o s e  y e a r s .  T h is  to t a l  is  s u b t r a c te d  f r o m  a  
t e a m ’s g r o s s  e a rn in g s ,  th u s  p ro v id in g  y e t  a n ­
o th e r  ta x  s h e l t e r  f o r  th e  w e a l th y  o w n e r .

“A s  fo r m e r  Y a n k e e  J im  B o u to n  q u ip p e d ,  

‘W h i le  th e  p la y e r s  d o n ’t  d e s e r v e  a l l  t h a t  m o n e y , 
th e  o w n e r s  d o n ’t  d e s e r v e  it  e v e n  m o re .’”

J o d y  th o u g h t  I w a s  d o n e  s o  I b lo c k e d  h is  

e x i t  f r o m  m y  p a th e t ic  c u b ic le  a n d  c o n t in u e d .
“ L ik e  G M , IB M  o r  B o e in g ,  p ro  s p o r t  te a m s  

j u s t  lo v e  s o c ia l iz e d  c o s ts  a n d  p r iv a t i z e d  p ro f it s  

—  e v e n  i f  th e y  h a v e  to  r e s o r t  to  e x to r t io n .  O w n ­
e r s  r e g u la r ly  th r e a te n  to  le a v e  a  g iv e n  c i ty  u n le s s  

th e y  re c e iv e  b ig g e r  t a x  b r e a k s ,  m o re  f a v o ra b le  

la b o r  p o l ic ie s  a n d  p ro te c t iv e  t a r i f f s ,  a n d  h a v e  
n e w  s ta d iu m s ,  a r e n a s ,  r o a d s  a n d  lu x u r y  b o x e s  

b u i l t .  T h e s e  c o s ts  a r e  d u m p e d  o n  th e  ta x p a y e r s  
b u t  th e  p ro f i t s  a r e  c o m p le te ly  p r iv a t i z e d .  C o r ­

p o r a t e  A m e r i c a  th e n  r e w a r d s  i t s  b e n e f a c to r s  b y  

u p r o o t in g  th e  t e a m  f ro m  th e  c o m m u n i t y  w h e n  

a  s w e e te r  d e a l  m a te r i a l i z e s  e l s e w h e re .  T h i s  is 
w h y  s o  fe w  te a m s  o w n  th e  f a c i l i ty  th e y  p la y  

in : th e  b u r d e n  o f  t a x e s ,  in s u r a n c e ,  c o n s t r u c t io n  

a n d  m a in te n a n c e  a r e  p a s s e d  o n  to  th e  s ta t e  a n d  
th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p a c k  u p  a n d  le a v e  is  th e r e b y  
m a d e  m u c h  e a s ie r .”

J o d y  s e e m e d  s u r p r i s e d  to  le a r n  th i s  s o  I h i t  
h im  w i th  m o re  a b o u t  s o c ia l i z e d  s p o r ts .

“ C o n s id e r  th e  s e e m in g ly  b e n ig n  c o n c e p t  

o f  s e a s o n  t i c k e t s .  M a s s iv e  c o n g lo m e r a t e s  b u y  u p

a l l  th e  b e s t  s e a t s ,  d i s t r i b u te  th e  t i c k e t s  to  o th e r  

c o r p o r a t io n s  a n d  w r i t e  o f f  th e  c o s t  a s  a  b u s in e s s  

e x p e n s e  o n  th e i r  ta x e s .  T h a t  m e a n s  ta x p a y e r s  
l ik e  y o u  a n d  m e , J o d y , a r e  s u b s id iz in g  th e  c o s ts  

f o r  c o r p o r a t e  f a t  c a ts  a n d  th e i r  h o t s h o t  f r i e n d s  to  
s i t  n e x t  to  S p ik e  L e e  a n d  J a c k  N ic h o ls o n .

“A s  fo r  m e , J o d y , I  n o  lo n g e r  g iv e  tw o  s h i ts  
w h o  s la m  d u n k s  ( l ie )  o r  to s s e s  a  n o - h i t t e r  ( u n ­

t r u e )  o r  j u s t  h o w  m a d  ‘M a r c h  M a d n e s s ’ r e a l ly  

is  (m a y b e ) .  M y  a d d i c t  d a y s  a r e  o v e r ;  I ’v e  g o t  m y  

e y e s  o p e n .  Y o u rs  t r u l y  h a s  t o r n  o f f  th e  b l in d e r s  

k n o w n  a s  s p o r ts  ( n o t  r e a l ly  a c c u r a te ,  b y  th e  
w a y ) .”

I ’ll a lw a y s  c h e r i s h  th e  im a g e  o f  J o d y  
s p r in t i n g  f ro m  m y  o f f ic e  w h e n  h e  r e a l i z e d  I w a s  
f in a l ly  f in i s h e d  ta lk in g .

A l l  th a t  c h a t t e r  a b o u t  s p o r t s  r e m in d e d  m e  

o f  a  r e a l ly  d u m b  m is t a k e  I o n c e  m a d e .  W h e n  I  
w a s  in  m y  te e n s ,  a s  m u c h  a s  I ’m  lo a th  to  a d m it  

i t  in  p u b lic ,  I b e g a n  to  c o l le c t  b a s e b a l l  c a rd s  a s  a  
h o b b y . M y  d e l in q u e n t  f r i e n d s  a n d  I  w o u ld  s n e a k  

in to  b a s e b a l l  c a rd s  s h o w s . W e ’d  b u y  a  f e w  a n d  
s te a l  a  fe w  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  b u i l t  u p  s o m e  im ­

p re s s iv e  c o l le c t io n s .  I  e v e n  o w n e d  a  19 5 4  P h il 
R iz u t to .  Y o u  k n o w , t h e  f a m o u s  p o e t /s h o r ts to p .

A n y w a y ,  s o m e  o f  m y  f o r m e r  b a s e b a l l  c a rd  

b u d d ie s  s a v e d  th e i r  c o l le c t io n s  to  p a s s  o n  to  th e i r  
s o n s  in  a n  in c e s tu o u s  b i t  o f  b r a in w a s h in g .  A s  fo r  

m y  b a s e b a l l  c a rd  c o l le c t io n ,  I s o ld  it w h e n  I g o t  

f i r e d  f ro m  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  jo b s  I ’v e  g o t t e n  f i r e d  
f ro m . I n e e d e d  c a s h ,  s o  I to o k  $ 5 0  f o r  th e  w h o le  
th in g .

T o d a y , w h e n  I s e e  th e  in c r e d ib ly  in f la te d  
p r ic e s  o f  s u c h  b u b b le  g u m  c a r d s ,  it  b r e a k s  m y  

c y n ic a l  h e a r t  to  k n o w  th a t  m y  c o l le c t io n  w o u ld  
b e  w o r th  w e ll  o v e r  $ 2 0 0 0  i f  I w o u ld ’v e  h e ld  o n  to  

it . T h i s  s a d  th o u g h t  c r o s s e s  m y  m in d  a s  I g la n c e  
a b o u t  a t  a l l  t h e  N  t r a i n  r id e r s  r e a d i n g  th e  s p o r ts  

s e c t io n .  I ’ll b e t  th e y  a l l  h a v e  v a lu a b le  b a s e b a l l  

c a rd  c o l le c t io n s  s o c k e d  a w a y  s o m e w h e re .  W h o  
k n e w ?
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I h a v e  w o r k e d  o n  a  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  u n i o n ­

i z a t i o n  c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r *  I  h a v e  

b e e n  to l d  b y  a  w h i t e ,  g a y ,  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  

t h a t  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  e m p l o y e e s  s h o u l d n ’t  

c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  n o t  h a v i n g  c h i l d  c a r e  b e ­

c a u s e  “ t h a t ’s  t o o  b a d  f o r  t h e m ,  t h e y  s h o u l d n ’t  

h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l . ”  I  h a v e  

h e a r d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a  f e l l o w  [w o m o n ]  

o r g a n i z e r ,  c o r n e r e d  b y  t h r e e  m a l e  s t u d e n t s  

i n  a n  o f f i c e ,  t o l d  s h e  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  

c a r e  o f  h e r s e l f ,  c a l l e d  a  “ b i t c h ”  w h i l e  r i d i n g  

t h e  b u s  t o  c a m p u s .  I h a v e  s e e n  p o s t e r s  g o i n g  

u p  a r o u n d  m y  c a m p u s  w i t h  p h r a s e s  s u c h  a s  

“ W e ’r e  s t u d e n t s ,  n o t  a u t o  w o r k e r s ,  t e l l  t h e  

U A W  to  g o  b a c k  to  F l i n t , ”  a n d  “ S to p  t h e  

w h i n i n g ! ”

I h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  p r o b l e m s  w i t h i n  

t h e  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  a s  w e l l .  I n  a  c o n v e r s a ­

t i o n  a b o u t  “ m i n o r i t y  i s s u e s ”  w i t h i n  o u r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a  w h i t e  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  to l d  m e  

t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  w h i t e  m e n  d o m i n a t i n g  

m e e t i n g s  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  “ c o l o r b l i n d . ”  H u r t ,

s u r p r i s e d ,  a n d  a p p a l l e d  b y  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  I 

t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f e w  o t h e r  c o l o r e d  o r g a n i z e r s  

w h o  n o d d e d  t h e i r  h e a d s  i n  a n g e r  w i t h  m e  

a n d  h e l p e d  m e  t o  l a u g h  o f f  h i s  i g n o r a n c e .  

E a r l y  i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  a t  a  m e e t i n g  I d i d  

n o t  a t t e n d ,  m y  f r i e n d  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  

t h e  w o r d i n g  in  a  p a r a g r a p h  t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  

m i n o r i t i e s .  S h e  w a s  p r o m p t l y  a s k e d  b y  o n e  

o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  w h i t e  o r g a n i z e r s  t o  f ix  i t .  S h e  

w a s  i n f u r i a t e d .  W h y  m u s t  s h e  b e  r e s p o n s i ­

b le  f o r  a l l  t h i n g s  r a c e - r e l a t e d ?  A n d  w h y  d i d  

n o  o n e  e l s e  n o t i c e  t h e  b i a s e d  l a n g u a g e  u n t i l  

s h e ,  t h e  o n l y  c o l o r e d  p e r s o n  in  t h e  r o o m ,  

s a i d  s o m e t h i n g ?  1 w a t c h e d  m y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

a t t e m p t  t o  e m b r a c e  d i v e r s i t y  w h i l e  s l a p p i n g  

a  f e w  b r o w n  f a c e s  o n  a  b r o c h u r e ;  m e e t i n g s  

s t i l l  r u n  b y  w h i t e s ,  n o  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e ’s  i s s u e s  

t o  b e  f o u n d  w i t h i n  t h e  p a m p h l e t .  I t b e c a m e  

o b v i o u s  o v e r  t h e  m o n t h s  t h a t  r a c i a l  a n d  e t h ­

n i c  i s s u e s  w e r e  s i m p l y  n o t  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  

o u r  f e l l o w  o r g a n i z e r s ’ c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  

t h e y  w e r e n ’t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  t h e r e  u n l e s s  w e

p u t  t h e m  t h e r e .  W e ,  a n  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n ,  

u n a  C h i c a n a ,  u n a  A m e r i c a n a  c e n t r a l  y  m e  [a  

h a l f - b r e e d  J e w i s h  X i c a n a ] ,  b r o u g h t  o u r  i s ­

s u e s  t o  t h e  t a b l e .  L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  m y  f r i e n d  

c a l l e d  m e :  “ D o  y o u  t h i n k  a n y t h i n g ’s  g o i n g  

t o  c h a n g e ? ”  I  a n s w e r e d :  “ H o n e s t l y ?  N o .  B u t  

t h a t  d o e s n ’t  m e a n  w e  s h o u l d n ’t  h a v e  d o n e  

w h a t  w e  d id .”

M y  d e s i r e  t o  g o  t o  D .C .  t h a t  w e e k e n d  

f o r  a n t i - I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e t a r y  F u n d / W o r l d  

B a n k  p r o t e s t s  r e a c h e d  a  p e a k .  D u r i n g  t h a t  

m e e t i n g ,  I h a d  f e l t  s o  o u t s i d e ,  s o  s m a l l  a n d  

i n e f f e c t u a l .  I  n e e d e d  t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  c a r e d  a b o u t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

I d i d  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  a  

d i f f e r e n c e .  I n e e d e d  to  k n o w  t h a t  e v e n  i f  

I  c o u l d n ’t  e x a c t  c h a n g e  in  o n e  a r e a ,  s o m e ­

w h e r e ,  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  I w a s  

g o i n g  t o  h e l p  c h a n g e  s o m e t h i n g .

I  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  u n i o n  c a m ­

p a i g n  b e c a u s e  I a m  p r o - l a b o r .  A l s o ,  I  f e l t  

t h i s  c a m p a i g n  w a s  a  g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r



m e  to  c o n t r i b u t e  c o n c r e t e l y  t o  a  m o v e m e n t  

I h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  f o r  y e a r s .  A t  

f i r s t  i t  w a s  f o r e i g n  t o  m e ,  t a l k i n g  t o  s t r a n g ­

e r s ,  l e a r n i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  g r a d u a t e  

s t u d e n t  e m p l o y e e s  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  I  w a s n ’t  

o n e .  H o w e v e r ,  a c t u a l  o r g a n i z i n g ,  “ t i m e  o n  

t h e  g r o u n d , ”  w a s  g r e a t .  S u r e  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  m e  t o  s c h e d u l e  a  t w o - h o u r  b lo c k  o f  m y  

m o r n i n g  t o  d e v o t e  t o  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  T A  o f ­

f i c e s ,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  e m p l o y m e n t  i s s u e s  a n d  

a s k i n g  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  s i g n  u n i o n  c a r d s .  B u t  

o n c e  I d r a g g e d  m y  s l e e p y  h e a d  t o  c a m p u s  

a n d  w a s  a c t u a l l y  d o i n g  i t ,  I  w a s  h a p p y .  I 

e n d e d  m o s t  o f  m y  d a y s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  w i t h  

s o r e  f e e t  a n d  a  h o a r s e  t h r o a t ,  b u t  f e e l i n g  u p ­

b e a t .  A n d  u n i o n  o r g a n i z i n g  f u l f i l l e d  m e  in  a  

w a y  g r a d u a t e  s e m i n a r s  n e v e r  c o u l d .  T i m e  

p a s s e d  q u i c k l y  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e s  I 

h e a r d  s o m e o n e  s a y ,  “ T h a n k  y o u  f o r  d o i n g  

t h i s ”  f a r  o u t w e i g h e d  a n y o n e  w h o  s a i d ,  “ I ’m  

n o t  i n t e r e s t e d ”  o r  w o r s e  r e b u k e s .  I  m e t  g r e a t  

p e o p l e  a n d  h a d  g r e a t  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  1 d o n ’t  

r e g r e t  a  m i n u t e  o f  t h e  t i m e  I  s p e n t  t a l k i n g  to  

f e l l o w  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  u n i o n .

I  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  i n  u n i o n s .  A n d  I  b e l i e v e  

i n  t h e  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h i s  

c o n c r e t e ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  p r a c t i c a l  m o v e m e n t ,  

w h i c h  h a s  a c h i e v e d  s o  m u c h .  B u t  i t  i s  s o  

m u d d l e d  w i t h  c o r r u p t i o n ,  b i g  b u s i n e s s ,  

s e x i s m ,  r a c i s m ,  a n d  h e t e r o s e x i s m .  A n d  

y o u  k n o w  w h a t ?  P e o p l e  c a n ’t  c h a n g e .  I  r e ­

a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  I n s t i t u t i o n s  c a n  c h a n g e

—  a n d  t h e  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  h a s .  T h e  U A W , 

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h a s  g r e a t  p o l i c i e s  o n  w o m e n ,  

i m m i g r a n t s ,  a n d  G L B T  i s s u e s ,  a n d  I  w a s  

a n d  s t i l l  a m  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  t h a t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  B u t  r e a l l y  c h a n g i n g  p e o p l e

—  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s ,  t h o u g h t s ,  a n d  

w a y s  o f  r e l a t i n g  —  I ’m  n o t  s u r e  i f  I  b e l i e v e  

i n  t h a t  a n y m o r e .  I  h a v e  s e e n  s o  m u c h  r a c i s t ,  

s e x i s t ,  h e t e r o s e x i s t ,  a n d  a b l e s t  r h e t o r i c  s p e w  

f r o m  t h e  m o u t h s  o f  “ p r o g r e s s i v e s . ”  T h e  i n ­

s t a n c e s  I  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  m a k e  m e  f e e l  t h a t  

o n l y  q u e e r  p e o p l e  c a n  r e a l l y  p u s h  f o r  a  q u e e r  

a g e n d a ,  a n d  t h a t  o n l y  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  c a n  r e ­

a l l y  l e a d  a n  a n t i - r a c i s t  m o v e m e n t .

T h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  r o o m  f o r  w h i t e s  a n d  

s t r a i g h t s  a n d  m e n  in  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e ­

m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e i r  r o l e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  o n e s .  

H o w e v e r ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a c t u a l l y  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  e n  s u  s a n g r e ,  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  

o f  o t h e r s  —  im p o s s i b l e .  S o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  

n e v e r  g o i n g  t o  k n o w  w h a t  i t ’s  l i k e  t o  l o o k  

a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m  a n d  f e e l  c o m p l e t e l y  a l i e n a t ­

e d  f r o m  a l l  t h e  w h i t e  f a c e s  i n  t h e  r o o m .  O r  t o  

b i t e  y o u r  t o n g u e  f r o m  c o r r e c t i n g  s o m e o n e ’s  

S p a n i s h  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a  p e r s o n ,  p l a c e ,  

o r  f o o d ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  e x p o s i n g  o n e ’s  s e l f ,  l e t ­

t i n g  t h e m  s e e  h o w  e a s i l y  t h e  r r ’s  r o l l  o f f  y o u r  

t o n g u e .  O r  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r d  “ s y n a g o g u e ”  

t o  “ c h u r c h ”  w h e n  d e s c r i b i n g  h o w  y o u  k n o w  

t h a t  g i r l  i n  t h e  r o w  b e h i n d  y o u .  A n d  i t ’s  n o t  

t h a t  p e o p l e  d o n ’t  t r y .  I  k n o w  t h e y  d o .  B u t  

t h e y  h a v e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  to  

o v e r c o m e  p r e j u d i c e s  t h a t  p e n e t r a t e  d e e p ,  a n d

t h a t  a r e  p e r p e t u a t e d  a l m o s t  e v e r y w h e r e  in  

o u r  s o c i e t y  —  in  o u r  m e d i a  a n d  o u r  s c h o o l s ;  

o u r  s p e e c h  a n d  e a t i n g  h a b i t s .  W e  n e e d  to  

r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  o f t e n  t i m e s  t h e  v e r y  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  w e  s e e k  l i b e r a t i o n  a r e  

t h e m s e l v e s  a  p a r t  o f  a  v e r y  a n t i - l i b e r a t o r y  

s y s t e m .

T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  a r e  

p e r f e c t .  I n d e e d ,  I o f t e n  f i n d  t h a t  c o l o r e d  

p e o p l e  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  a r t i c u l a t i n g  c l e a r - c u t  

c l a s s  a n a l y s e s  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  I a m  f r u s ­

t r a t e d  i n  t h e  w a y s  t h a t  c l a s s  is  o f t e n  i g n o r e d  

o r  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  —  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  i n ­

d i v i d u a l  a s s u m e s  t h e  g r o u p  s h e  i s  a d d r e s s i n g  

i s  a l l  p o o r  o r  t h a t  i t  i s  a l l  m i d d l e  c l a s s .

S o ,  w h a t  i s  a  q u e e r c o l o r e d m a r x i s t  l i k e  

m e  t o  d o ?  I s t a y  i n  t h e  f i g h t .  I ’m  n o t  g o i n g  

t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  a n d  o n l y  o r ­

g a n i z e  a l o n g  r a c i a l  a n d  s e x u a l  l i n e s  b e c a u s e  

t h a t ’s  n o t  w h e r e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  is  g o i n g  t o  

h a p p e n .  A n d  m a k e  n o  m i s t a k e ;  t h e  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n .  A n d  i t ’s  g o i n g  t o  b e  

a w e s o m e .

H o w e v e r ,  I  w o n ’t  a b a n d o n  m i  g e n t e  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e y  w o n ’t  a b a n d o n  m e ,  t h i s  m u c h  I ’v e  

l e a r n e d .  I w i l l  n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s a p p o i n t ­

m e n t  f r o m  m y  c o l o r e d  f r i e n d s  f o r  m i s s i n g  a  

m e e t i n g  o r  a n  e v e n t  b e c a u s e  I ’m  b u s y  d o i n g  

u n i o n  o r g a n i z i n g .  T h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b i n d  

w e  a r e  a l l  i n ,  f i g h t i n g  o n  t o o  m a n y  f r o n t s  

a n d  w i t h  t o o  f e w  p e o p l e .  T h e  s a m e  c a n n o t  

b e  s a i d  o f  m y  w h i t e  a c t i v i s t  f r i e n d s .  T h e y ’r e  

n e v e r  r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  i t ’s 

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  m e  t o  a t t e n d  a  L a t i n o  s p e a k e r  

s e r i e s  o r  s o c i a l  e v e n t .

O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I n o t i c e d  in  t h e  c o u r s e  

o f  o r g a n i z i n g  t h i s  u n i o n  w a s  t h e  o v e r w h e l m ­

i n g  s u p p o r t  w e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  

o n  c a m p u s .  A f t e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  

m e e t i n g ,  m y  X i c a n a  f r i e n d  s a id  t o  m e :  “ W e  

m u s t  b e  d u m b ,  c u z  w e  g e t  t r e a t e d  l i k e  s h i t  

a n d  w e  k e e p  c o m i n g  b a c k . ”  W h i t e  p e o p l e  

—  e s p e c i a l l y  l a b o r  p e o p l e  —  n e e d  t o  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  f o r  a  q u e e r ,  o r  a n  

i m m i g r a n t ,  o r  a  w o m o n ,  o r  a  c o l o r e d  p e r s o n  

t o  s t e p  u p  a n d  a c t i v e l y  o r g a n i z e .  R e c o g n i z e  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t s  

h a v e  h a d  a n d  s t i l l  h a v e  w i t h  t h e s e  g r o u p s .

S o  le t  u s  s u p p o r t  y o u ,  l e t  u s  j o i n  y o u  a n d  

f i g h t  f o r  e c o n o m i c  j u s t i c e .  B u t  r e a l i z e  h o w  

m u c h  w e  h a v e  t o  o v e r c o m e ,  e v e r y  d a y ,  t o  

c o n t i n u e  t o  t r u s t  y o u  a n d  t o  t r u s t  t h i s  m o v e ­

m e n t .  A n d  w h e n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  c o m e s ,  b e  

r e a d y  f o r  u s ,  b e c a u s e  w e ’r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h e r e ,  

a n d  w e ’r e  g o i n g  t o  m a k e  s u r e  i t ’s  f u l l  o f  c o l o r  

y  c a m b i a  y  a l e g r i a .  ☆

* A t 1 :40  a .m . o n  O c to b e r  2 5 , 2 0 0 2 , C o rn e l l  U n i­
v e r s i ty  b e c a m e  o n ly  th e  s e c o n d  u n iv e r s i ty  in  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  to  v o te  d o w n  u n io n  re p re s e n ta t io n  
fo r  g r a d u a te  s tu d e n t  e m p lo y e e s .

R E V I E W  H I S T O R Y

A r t i s t s  in  a  T i m e  O f  W a r
Howard Zinn 
AK P re s s  &
A lternative T en tac les, 2003 
w w w .alternativetentacles.com  
w w w .akpress.org

AK P ress/A lterna tive T en tac les continue to m ake 
availab le  so m e of Zinn's m ore interesting lectu res. 
This is a  follow up to the  note-w orthy  S to ries 
Hollywood N ever Told and  H eroes  a n d  M artyrs 
which con tinues Zinn’s  effort to tack le  the  a sp e c ts  
of A m erican  history tha t might o therw ise  receive 
little or no atten tion . A rtists In a  Time o f War, d o es  
not really cover any o n e  period of history, instead  
Zinn c h o o se s  to com m ent on th e  role of the  artist 
in society, especially  a s  d iss id en ts  and  especially  
during tim es of war. Zinn, d is c u s s e s  why he  thinks 
th e  artis t h a s  a  duty to  sp e a k  out ag a in s t unjust 
policy through their paintings, m usic, poem s and 
novels. “It is the  job of th e  artis t to think outside 
boundaries, to d a re  to say  things tha t no o n e  e lse  
will say." Mark Twain, Arthur Miller, Kurt V onnegut, 
Dalton Trum bo and  Langston  H ughes a re  ju s t a  few 
of th e  n am es  h e  m entions a s  exam p les  of d issenting  
a rtis ts . Zinn a rg u es  tha t a r t in all it form s is a  forum 
for d issen t. He a lso  a rg u es  tha t a rtis ts  do not have 
to b e  explicitly political, tha t an  “artis t can  b e  sly” 
can  g e t aw ay with criticism b e c a u se  it is only a r t or 
fiction. Zinn a rg u es  th a t even apolitical a rt h a s  a  role 
to  play, in th a t the  artis t provides a  vision of h ope  or 
an  alternative to the  horrific natu re of war.

This lecture affirm s Zinn’s  ab so lu te  opposition 
to  w ar and  the  n ee d  for everyday  people, not just 
a rtis ts  to  tra n sc en d  th e  m a d n ess . He is right to  say  
tha t you do  not have to be a  military “spec ia list” 
o r have stud ied  international politics to sp e a k  out 
ag a in s t som ething  th a t you feel is unjust. He is 
a lso  right in saying  tha t you do not n ee d  to b e  an  
artis t to m ake an  eloquen t s ta tem e n t ag a in s t war. 
Zinn s ta te s  tha t, criticism of th e  governm ent is not 
unpatriotic but highly patriotic and  it is th e  duty of 
everyone to sp e a k  out, w hen the  country  is involved 
in an  unjust w ar (all w ars  a re  unjust according  to 
Zinn).

W hile Zinn, q u o te s  from and m entions g rea t 
A m erican an ti-w ar novels su ch  a s  S lau g h te r 
H ouse  Five and  C a tch -22  he fails to really get 
into the  m arginalization ancko ften  persecu tion  of 
a rtis ts  during tim es of war. F o F jn s tan ce , th e re  is 
no m ention of th e  M cCarthy w itch-hunts during 
th e  Cold W ar and nothing ab o u t books su ch  a s  
Joh n n y  G ot H is G un by Dalton Trumbo, being 
blacklisted. A lso m issing, is any  d iscussion  on how 
w ar h a s  a detrim ental e ffec t on culture, su ch  a s  the  
controversy  surrounding, T he C oup 's  album  cover 
(depicting th e  explosion of the  World Trade C en ter 
befo re th e  fact) a fte r  911, o r how th e  Hollywood 
glitterati w ere  s o  quick to jum p on th e  S ta rs  and  
S trips bandw agon.

In saying  tha t, A rtists In A Time O f W ar is a  very 
timely re lea se , a s  th e  pow ers tha t b e  continue to 
en su re  th a t they  keep  this country  in a  s ta te  of 
war. Zinn highlights so m e very im portant a rtis ts  
w h o se  work eve ryone  would do well to  turn to right 
now. If Zinn is co rrec t, w hen the  bom bs s ta rt to fall 
again, inevitably, so m eo n e  will write a  book, paint 
an d  painting or sing a  so n g  tha t might c rea te  so m e   
beau ty  out of the  horror of it all.

- P e t e r  L e w is



R E V I E W S

B e t w e e n  R e s i s t a n c e  &  C o m m u n i t y :
T h e  L o n g  I s l a n d  D .I.Y . P u n k  S c e n e
www.walklor.com

A c o a rse  voice scream ing  into a  crappy PA and  com ing 
out of a  b low n-out sp e a k e r  in your friend 's b a sem en t 
still m a n ag es  to com e out sounding like a  revolution. 
T h a t's  o n e  of the  le sso n s  of B etw een  R es is ta n ce  a n d  
Community, J o e  Carroll and  Ben H oltzm an's look a t the 
Long Island do-it-yourse lf (DIY) punk scen e .

It h a s  to do with th e  w ay you ju s t c a n 't h e a r  w hat 
The Insurgent is saying  in the  song , “CPA Dream," u n ­
le ss  you’ve s e e n  the  band perform  it a  million tim es or 
the  w ords a re  subtitled on the  sc reen , a s  they a re  in this 
docum entary . “Socialization s in ce  w e w ere  five y ea rs  
old, burned  into our skin like a  hand  on a hot stove. A n­
o ther night, an o th e r fight. 'Honey, I don 't think the  kids 
a re  alright,’" th e  sin g er s c re a m s  a s  the ir friends slam  
around  right in front of them . This movie no tw ithstand­
ing, th o s e  w ords w ere  probably not in tended for anyone 
ou tside of the  b a sem en t of their friend’s  house , w here 
m any of the  show s take  place.

In fact, a t th e  m om ent tha t so m e of the  local bands  
launch a c ro ss -co u n try  tour, th e  police show  up. And 
they  continue to crack  h e a d s  all th e  w ay to  W isconsin, 
su ggesting  a  seco n d  le sso n  ab o u t the  potential of local, 
DIY m usic s c e n e s  to really ch a n g e  our world: they 're  
only going to realize tha t potential w hen they con n ec t 
together, forming a  w eb of in d ependen t v en u e s  and 
supportive com m unities. T he movie show s th a t h a p ­
pening, a s  th e  Long Islanders a re  warmly received  by 
the ir p e e rs  in Virginia and  elsew here , and  b an d s  from 
Indiana, New M exico and  beyond a re  w elcom ed  into the  
local sc e n e .

T he o ther w ay for the  local m e ss a g e  to  reac h  a  
la rger au d ien ce  is by signing to  a  label. But tha t ra ise s  
th e  question , is th a t sharing  som eth ing  specia l with a  
la rger au d ien ce , or is it saying  tha t the  local s c e n e  is 
not good en o u g h ?  T h e se  a re  th e  p re s su re s  tha t On T he 
Might of P rinces  fa c e s  w hen Revelation R eco rds offers 
them  a  con tract. T he d iscussion  of w hethe r they  should 
a c c e p t th e  record  deal provides th e  m ost interesting 
se g m e n t of th e  movie, with th e  host of so m e  of the  local 
show s referring to it a s  a  “s ta b  in th e  back” and  the  band 
saying  tha t they  don 't have m oney from their p a ren ts  so  
they have to  do it th em se lv es  th is w ay if they  w ant to  be 
ab le  to keep  playing m usic. “T he h arsh  reality is tha t 
you n ee d  m oney to  do all this stuff," sa y s  a  m em ber of 
th e  band.

T he movie d o e s  not do a s  well in exam ining th e  
w hite m ale dom inance  of th e  punk /hardco re  s c e n e . It 
s e e m s  to  ta k e  th e  ap p roach  of reflecting the  local co m ­
munity, ra ther than  trying to  c h a n g e  it, so  this might be a 
resu lt of w hat its p ro tagon ists  offer up. T he film m akers 
a t le as t d e se rv e  cred it for raising th e  sub jec t in a  movie 
th a t d o e s  not wind up being overly long a t 4 4  m inutes. 
My only real com plaint is tha t w e d on ’t g e t to  know the  
film m akers, the ir views or the ir connection  to  th e  sc e n e  
they  a re  docum enting . This im personal sty le  con tras ts  
oddly with th e  sty le  of the  b an d s  in th e  movie.

But overall, B etw een  R es is ta n ce  a n d  C om m unity 
dep ic ts  a  fabulous exam ple of the  kind of fight m any 
of us a re  w aging: the  o n e  to m aintain a d istinct identity 
and culture in th e  fa c e  of growing hom ogeneity  and 
consum erism . Even if, like m e, you’re not from Long 
Island or the  world of punk, you will still be ab le  to draw  
m any le sso n s  and  m uch inspiration from this movie. 
- J o sh u a  B reitbart

T h e  B u s i n e s s  o f  F a n c y  D a n c i n g
w w w .fallsapart.com /fancydancing

S herm an  A lexie's b rave new  film, The B u s in ess  o f 
F an cy  D ancing, is, a t  tim es, a  touch D eep a  M ehta, a t 
o thers, a  bit Spike Lee, while rem aining th roughout its 
length truly unique. Alexie, writer of th e  critically a c ­
claim ed Sm oke S ignals, com m en ts on th e  N orthw est 
Indian ex p e rien ce  with a  hum anity and  bravado tha t 
usually  e s c a p e  films like this. T he evocative, lyrical 
quality tha t s e e m s  alm ost exclusive th e s e  days to  c o n ­
tem porary  N ative literature (se e  Tom son Highway or 
Louise Erdrich for exam ples) sh in es  like a  point of light, 
a  guiding north star, during the  c o u rse  of th e  movie; p o ­
etry  is su ffu sed  throughout, off-setting  a  linear spoken  
narrative; m agic realism , m ore often found in the  p ag e s  
of th e  w orld 's g re a t w riters (S alm an  R ushdie, G abriel 
G arcia M arquez) than  in con tem porary  film, w eav es  a 
fan tas tic  story out of w hat could be, in m any peop le 's  
ey es, a  ra th er ordinary acco u n t -  S p o k an e  Indian 
re le a s e s  him self from th e  physical destitution of R ez  
life and  m akes good . In Alexie’s  hands , th is film, his 
story, is magic.

Evan A dam s, erstw hile sm oke signaler, is 
S eym our Polatkin, a  brainy poet-fag , physically and 
em otionally rem oved from the  R ez by way of a  liter­
a ry  c a re e r  in S eattle . T he movie pits him ag a in s t his 
childhood friend, Aristotle Jo se p h  (G en e  T agaban) in 
a  battle  for th e  spiritual right to Indianhood, a s  well a s  
th e  a tten tion  of the ir co -friends M ouse (Swil Kanim) 
an d  A gnes (M ichelle St. John). It is M ouse 's d ea th  and 
s u b se q u e n t funeral th a t pull them  a p a rt and  bring them  
back to g e th er like th re ad s  in a  quilt. In tersecting  the  
film is a  se r ie s  of interview s, conduc ted  by a  very D os- 
toyevskian G rand Inquisitor (deftly p layed by R eb e cca  
Carroll) -  m ore bold and  sinister, but still not unlike the  
interview  b etw een  April G race  and  Tom C ruise in P.T. 
A nderson 's  M agnolia.

Alexie, in his first directorial fea tu re  avoids the 
m any pitfalls th a t m ost first-tim e d irectors fall into; the 
film is, by no m eans, long-w inded or b loated , and  s tay s  
its s tea d y  co u rse  throughout. Stylistically, to u ch es  of 
Fridrik Thor Fridriksson and  rece n t Jim  Ja rm u sch  are  
p re sen t (alm ost om ni-p resen t) and  A lexie's ability to 
co a x  brilliant p e rfo rm ances  ou t of the  c a s t is m atched  
only by th e  s h a rp n e s s  and  intelligence of th e  dialogue.

But Alexie isn 't th e  real s ta r  of this film ... A dam s 
c a s h e s  in on a  form idable perfo rm ance with a  s e n s e  of 
m aturity and  g ra c e  not often s e e n  in young ac to rs . He is 
touching  and  hum ble in a  role th a t will, hopefully, g a rn er 
plenty of a c co lad e s , along with fu ture starring  ro les (as 
Adam B each, his form er Sm oke S ignals co -s ta r, h as  
g one  on to  receive).

With luck, th is film will gain th e  s a m e  re sp e c t tha t 
h a s  b ee n  bestow ed  upon its p red ec esso r. Make no 
m istake, though; The B u s in ess  o f  F an cy  D ancing is not 
S m oke S ignals. It is exceptional in its own regard  and 
should  p lace  both A dam s and Alexie square ly  am ong 
th e  top  realm  of em erging  ac to rs  an d  directors.
-G ibby  P eac h

H o r n s  a n d  H a l o s
w w w .hornsandhalos.com

H orns a n d  Halos, a  58 m inute docum en tary  by Suki 
Hawley and  M ichael Galinsky, ch ron icles th e  life of 
F o rtunate  Son: G eorge  W. B ush a n d  the  M aking of 
a n  A m erican  P res iden t, a  book by J.H . H atfield. The 
book, originally published on S t. M artin's P re s s  in 
O ctobe r 1999, only to be recalled  and s u p p re sse d  five 
days later, w as th e  first to bring A m erican 's atten tion  to 
B ush’s  coca ine  u s e  th roughou t his early  life a s  well a s  
to a lleg e  tha t Bush th e  sen io r had  p re ssu red  officials 
into dropping the  ch a rg e s  ag a in s t his troubled son . 
D espite  th e  book 's  b es tse lle r  s ta tu s , the  publishers 
caved  d u e  to p re s su re s  from B ush’s  law yers a s  well a s  
th e  negative atten tion  which followed from a  journalist 
revealing tha t Hatfield had  b ee n  convicted  of attem pted  
m urder in 1987.

T he docum entary  follows H atfield and  S an d e r 
Hicks, a s  they attem p t to  republish th e  book through 
Hicks's fledgling (and struggling) in d ependen t publish­
ing com pany, Soft Skull P re s s . T he com pany o p e ra te s  
out of the  dingy, co n g e sted  b a sem en t of a  New York 
City building, w here Hicks a lso  s e rv e s  a s  th e  su p e rin ­
tenden t, in exchange for th e  ren t-free  office. (Indeed, 
it is not unusual for th e  b u s in ess  day to be interrupted 
by calls from te n an ts  requesting  tha t Hicks fix their 
broken toilet). A fter struggling for 16 m onths, S oft Skull 
P re s s  is su ccessfu l in republishing th e  book, again 
bringing m ainstream  m ed ia’s  atten tion , including a 
60  M inutes ap p e a ran ce . However, the  45 ,000  cop ies  
tha t a re  published a re  so o n  recalled  by th e  S oft Skull 
P re s s ’s  distributor, w ho is th re a ten e d  by an o th er lawsuit 
ag a in s t th e  book, this tim e on th e  ch a rg e  of libel by 
one  H atfield’s  form er b u s in ess  p a rtn e rs  w ho w as a lso  
im prisoned in the  attem pted  m urder c a se .

Hawley and G alinsky a re  gifted sto ry te llers, b e n ­
efiting by their cho ice of fascinating  sub jec t m atte r a s  
well a s  by their su b jec ts  (not sim ply with the  involve­
m ent of th e  P res iden t of th e  United S ta tes) . T he insight 
into th e  motivations and  continued efforts of Hatfield 
and  Hicks, in th e  face  of w hat s e e m s  like an  insur­
m ountable strugg le ag a in s t co rpo ra te  m edia and  the  
P residen t, c re a te s  a  com pelling and  moving p iece of 
cinem a verite docum en tary  filmmaking. W hile Hatfield 
con tinues in this s trugg le in his pursuit to reveal tru ths 
and  to m ake a  political im pact, Hicks a p p e a rs  m ore 
in teres ted  in gaining celebrity  s ta tu s  in th e  m edia a t­
tention g arnered  by th is David vs. Goliath s a g a . The 
turmoil both men face  d u e  to  the ir effo rts  is g rea t. Soft 
Skull P re s s  alm ost crum bles in bankruptcy, with Hicks 
eventually leaving th e  com pany. Hatfield a lso  suffers 
financial ruin, in addition to th e  psychological burdens 
tha t com e from his b e ra tem e n t by the  p re ss . T h e se , a s  
well a s  o ther significant d em ons su ch  a s  alcoholism , 
resu lt in Hatfield taking his own life a  m onth after the  
book is published for th e  third time, leaving behind his 
wife and  tw o-year-o ld  daughter.

H orns an d  H alos is a  thoroughly engag ing  and  
rew arding docum entary , the  resu lt of w ell-paced  and  
carefully struc tu red  storytelling. It is a  revealing look 
into th e  com plexities of publishing, m edia, and  pow er in 
A m erican socie ty  a s  well a s  the  potential limits of one 's  
effo rts  to  ex p o se  tru th s ab o u t th is nation 's m ost pow er­
ful figure.
-B en  Holtzm an



B o o n d o g g l e s

O n l i n e  s h o p p i n g  f o r  t h e  

d i s c e r n i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .

T - S h i r t s  

 P i n s  

S t i c k e r s  

M a g n e t s  

B o o k s  

J e w e l r y  

 F u n  S t u f f

w w w . i d e v i a t e . n e t

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

T E R R O R I S T

T H I S  T - S H I R T  A V A I L A B L E  

I N  S I Z E S  S M A L L  T O  X X L

O N  B L A C K  A N D  W H I T E

a l o n g  w i t h  d o z e n s  
o f  o t h e r  d e s i g n s  
( E Z L N ,  f e m i n i s t ,  q u e e r ,  
a n a r c h i s t ,  a n t i - p o l i c e . . .   
a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  b u t t o n s ,  
p a m p h l e t s ,  b o o k s  a n d  m o r e !

w w w . k e r s p l e b e d e b . c o m

p i s s i n g  t h e  w o r l d  o f f  

o n e  p e r s o n  a t  a  t i m e

s t i c k e r s

c l o t h i n g

m a g n e t s

b u t t o n s

D e v i a n t

G r a p h i c s

w w w . d e v i a n t g r a p h i c s . c o m

e p t h  v o i c e  m  t h e  d i a l o g u e  

w i t h i n  p o p  a n d  a l t  c u l t u r e

o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r  t o  d i a l o g u e  a n d  d e b a t e

w w w . c o m f u s i o n . w s

a  c o m p a r a t i v e  

p e r s p e c t i v e

F I G H T  T H E  S P R E A D  O F  

A I D S  I H  A F R I C A

1 1 -1 4  m o n t h s  D e v e l o p m e n t  I n s t r u c t o r  
p r o g r a m s

4 -6  m o n t h s  t r a in in g  a n d  w o r k  c a m p  
in  C A , U S A

6 - m o n t h s  w o rk  in  A f r ic a .
( M o z a m b iq u e /B o ts w a n a /Z a m b ia )  

1 -2  m o n t h s  I n f o r m a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in  U S A

T a s k s  in c lu d e :
• D o o r  t o  d o o r  A ID S  a w a r e n e s s  a c t i o n s  in 

A f r ic a n  v i l l a g e s
•T ra in in g  f u t u r e  p r e  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .  
• R u n n in g  p o s i t i v e  l iv in g  c l u b s  fo r  HIV 

in f e c t e d
• W o rk in g  w ith  s t r e e t  c h i ld r e n  & o r p h a n s  
• T e a c h in g  a t  s c h o o l s  a n d  w o r k  p l a c e s  
• F u n d r a i s i n g  & p a r t n e r s h i p .

N o  p r io r  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  n e e d e d .  
E m a il  o r  c a l l  f o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n .
Y ou  n e e d  t o  c o v e r  p a r t  o f  o w n  e x p e n s e s .  
S c h o l a r s h i p s  a v a i la b l e .
S t a r t  A u g u s t /S e p t / N o v  & F e b /M a rc h /M a y )

w w w .c c tg .o r g  e m a i l :  in f o @ c c t g .o r g  p h o n e :  
5 3 0 .4 6 7 .4 0 8 2

T o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  

W e  n e e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  n o w ! !



S E X  &  G E N D E R

H O W  Q U E E R S  B E C A M E  W H I T E :

G A Y  I D E N T I T Y  A N D  T H E  F A I L U R E S  O F  S I N G L E - I S S U E  P O L I T I C S

B o d i e s  U n l i k e  O u r s e l v e s

A  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  r e c e n t l y  t o l d  m e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  h o w  h e  w a s  s i t t i n g  o n  

a  s e t  o f  s t a i r s  n e a r  a  g a y  b a r  w r i t i n g  p o e t r y  w h e n  t h e  o w n e r  e m e r g e d  

a n d  t o l d  h i m  t o  m o v e  a l o n g .  M y  f r i e n d ,  w h o  i s  b l a c k ,  a s k e d  t h e  o w n ­

e r ,  w h o  i s  w h i t e ,  w h y  a n d  t h e  o w n e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  r e n t s  t o  s t u d e n t s  

a b o v e  h i s  b a r  a n d  t h e y  m i g h t  g e t  n e r v o u s  i f  m y  f r i e n d  w a s  s i t t i n g  

o n  t h e  s t e p s  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  a p a r t m e n t s  l a t e  a t  n i g h t .  M y  f r i e n d  s t a t e d  

t h a t  h e  w a s  a l s o  a  s t u d e n t .  T h e  b a r  o w n e r  r e l a x e d  a  b i t  b u t  t o l d  m y  

f r i e n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  f e m a l e  t e n a n t s  w h o  w o u l d  b e  u n c o m f o r t ­

a b l e  a n d  t h a t  m y  f r i e n d  s t i l l  h a d  t o  m o v e .  M y  f r i e n d  a s k e d  t h e  m a n  

i f  h e  o w n e d  t h e  b a r ,  t h e  m a n  s a i d  y e s  a n d  m y  f r i e n d  s a i d  h e  w a n t e d  

t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  b a r .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  m y  f r i e n d  w a s  g a y ,  t h e  o w n e r  

r e l a x e d  e v e n  f u r t h e r ,  a n d  t o l d  m y  f r i e n d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  r e m a i n  o n  t h e  

s t a i r c a s e  w r i t i n g  p o e m s ,  b u t  i f  a n y o n e  a p p r o a c h e d  h e  s h o u l d  “ t r y  

a n d  lo o k  c o r d i a l . ”  M y  f r i e n d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  m a n  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  s i t  o n

t h e  c u r b  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  r e s t a u r a n t  n e x t  t o  t h e  b a r .  T h e  b a r  o w n e r  j u s t  

w a l k e d  a w a y .

I r e l a t e  t h i s  s t o r y  b e c a u s e  I f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  f a i l u r e s  

w i t h i n  t h e  q u e e r  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  t o  i n c l u d e  i s s u e s  b e y o n d  s e x u ­

a l i t y .  B e f o r e  m y  f r i e n d  w a s  a  s t u d e n t ,  b e f o r e  m y  f r i e n d  w a s  g a y ,  h e  

w a s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  b l a c k  m a l e  o c c u p y i n g  p u b l i c  s p a c e  —  a  s o u r c e  o f  

a n x i e t y  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  s l a v e r y .  E v e n  a f t e r  “ p r o v i n g  

h i m s e l f ’ a s  n o n - t h r e a t e n i n g  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  p u r p o r t e d l y  e d u c a t e d  

a n d  q u e e r ,  m y  f r i e n d  w a s  s t i l l  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  s m i l e ,  a  g e s t u r e  t h a t  

w o u l d  m a k e  p o t e n t i a l  p a s s e r s b y  f e e l  s a f e .  O n e  m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  

s i n c e  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y  s p e n d s  a  l o t  o f  e n e r g y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p o l i c e  

t h e  b o d i e s  a n d  b e h a v i o r s  o f  i t s  q u e e r  c i t i z e n s ,  t h a t  a  q u e e r  p e r s o n  

m i g h t  b e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  t r y  a n d  p o l i c e  t h e  b o d y  a n d  b e h a v i o r  o f  a  

s o c i e t y  m e m b e r  w h o  b e l o n g s  t o  a  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p  t h a t  i s  a l s o  s u b j e c t  

t o  s o c i e t a l  s a n c t i o n .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  s i n g l e - i s s u e  p o l i t i c s  w i t h i n  

t h e  q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h i s  t y p e  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  r e m a i n s  a  p o l i t i c a l  f a n -



t a s y .  B y  s i n g l e - i s s u e  p o l i t i c s ,  I m e a n  t h a t  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  s e x u a l  

i d e n t i t y  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  s i n g u l a r  f o c u s  o f  q u e e r  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s .  I t  

s e e m s  l i k e  a  l o g i c a l  f o r m  o f  p o l i t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  b u t  

w h e n  o n e  l o o k s  a t  w h o  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  q u e e r ,  w e  b e g i n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

w h y  t h i s  i s  a  p r o b l e m .

W h i t e  W a s h i n g  t h e  Q u e e r  B o d y

I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n  q u e e r  a c t i v i s m  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  i s s u e s  

s u c h  a s  g a y s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  g a y  m a r r i a g e .  A s  a  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y ,  

k e y i n g  i n  o n  t h e s e  f r o n t s  a t t e m p t s  t o  p l a c e  q u e e r  c i t i z e n s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  

o f  a l l  t h a t  i s  “A m e r i c a n ”  —  G o d ,  C o u n t r y ,  a n d  F a m i l y .1 T o  m a n y  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  q u e e r  a c t i v i s t s ,  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  m i l i t a r i s m  o r  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  m a t r i m o n y  s e r v e s  a s  a  s ig n  o f  

a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h i n  o u r  s o c i e ty .  M o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  t h e r e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a  

m o v e  to  a g i t a t e  f o r  h a t e  c r i m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  u t i l i z i n g  M a t t h e w  S h e p a r d  

a s  t h e  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  q u e e r  m a r t y r .  I m u s t  a d m i t  t h a t  I  a m  n o t  a g a i n s t  

c i v i l  u n i o n s  f o r  q u e e r  c o u p l e s  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n  

a g a i n s t  b i a s  c r i m e s  f o r  q u e e r  p e o p l e .  T h e s e  m o v e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  

“ n o r m a l  l i f e , ”  h o w e v e r ,  e x i s t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  c u r r e n t  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e s  

w i t h i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  w h o  is  c o n s i d e r e d  to  

b e  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  n o r m a l .  I  f e e l  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  b e  

r e t h i n k i n g  h o w  w e  w a n t  t o  e n v i s i o n  t h e  q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y .

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  o p p r e s s i o n  c r e a t e s  a l l i a n c e s .  I n  w h a t  

I  c a l l  “ s m e a r  t h e  q u e e r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s , ”  a  g r o u p  t a r g e t e d  a s  a  m a r ­

g i n a l i z e d  p a r t  o f  a n y  s o c i e t y  i s  a t t a c k e d  b y  a  g r o u p  o f  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  

w h o  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  h o m o g e n o u s ,  b u t  a c t  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  o n e  

a n o t h e r  t o  s c a p e g o a t  t h e  o n e  p o i n t e d  to  a s  q u e e r .  S o  a  g a y  o r  l e s b i a n  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  U .S .  m i l i t a r y  e n f o r c e s  t h e  q u e e r i n g  o f  g l o b a l  c i t i z e n s  

w h o  h a p p e n  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  U .S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a n d  a r e  t h u s  s u b j e c t  

t o  a t t a c k .  I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  A r a b  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  a r e  r a c i a l l y  p r o f i l e d  a n d  

d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  i n  t h e  U .S .  d u r i n g  a  g l o b a l  w a r  o n  t h e  i d e a  o f  

t e r r o r ,  o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  I r a q  w h o  w i l l  s u f f e r  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  U .S .  

m i l i t a r y - l e d  i n v a s i o n ,  c a n  a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  q u e e r  a n d  w o r t h  f i g h t i n g  

f o r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  b l a c k  s i n g l e  m o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  p o o r  a n d  d o  n o t  f i t  in t o  

t h e  a l l - A m e r i c a n  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  a n d  a r e  t h u s  s u b j e c t  

t o  a t t a c k s  v i a  R e a g a n ’s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  “ w e l f a r e  q u e e n s ”  i n  t h e  

1 9 8 0 s  o r  C l i n t o n ’s  w e l f a r e  r e f o r m / r e p u d i a t i o n  b i l l  i n  1 9 9 0 s ,  c a n  a l s o  

b e  c o n s i d e r e d  q u e e r  a n d  a  g r o u p  t o  s e e k  o u t  f o r  c o a l i t i o n  e f f o r t s . 2 I 

w o u l d  a l s o  a r g u e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  h o r r i f i c  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s e n s a t i o n -  

a l i s t i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  M a t t h e w  S h e p a r d ’s  d e a t h ,  i t  w a s  

h i s  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g  a s  a  w h i t e  m a l e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t  t h a t  p r o p e l l e d  h i s  

t r a g i c  t a l e  i n t o  t h e  s t r a t o s p h e r e  o f  q u e e r  o r g a n i z i n g  e f f o r t s .  M a n y  

l e s b i a n ,  g a y ,  b i s e x u a l ,  a n d  t r a n s g e n d e r e d  p e o p l e  d i e d  d u e  t o  h a t r e d  

l o n g  b e f o r e  S h e p a r d ’s  m u r d e r ,  b u t  t h e y  s o m e h o w  l a c k e d  t h e  s o c ia l  

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h a v e  n a t i o n a l  q u e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l o b b y ­

i n g  f o r  t h e m  a f t e r  t h e i r  d e a t h s .  I n  a  r e l a t e d  i n s t a n c e ,  w h e r e  w e r e  t h e

q u e e r  a c t i v i s t s  a f t e r  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  J a m e s  B y r d  J r .  w a s  d e c a p i ­

t a t e d  w h i l e  b e i n g  d r a g g e d  b e h i n d  a  t r u c k ?  C o u l d n ’t  w e  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  

B y r d  t o  b e  q u e e r ?

B u t  S o m e  o f  U s  A r e  B r a v e

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  m y  c a l l  fcJr c o a l i t i o n  b u i l d i n g  b e t w e e n  v a r i o u s  c o m ­

m u n i t i e s  q u e e r e d  b y  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  s o m e  q u e e r  a c t i v i s t s  m i g h t  a s k ,  h o w  

c a n  w e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c r e a t e  s o l i d a r i t y  w h e n  o f t e n  t i m e s  e t h n i c  m i n o r ­

i t y  g r o u p s  a r e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  q u e e r  l i b e r a t i o n ?

U s i n g  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s  a s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  m y  f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  

w o u l d  b e  t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  a r e  n o  m o r e  h o m o p h o b i c  t h a n  w h i t e  p e o ­

p le .  I n  f a c t ,  p r i o r  t o  d e s e g r e g a t i o n ,  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s  d i d  n o t  o s ­

t r a c i z e  l e s b i a n  a n d  g a y  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  w a s  n o  p l a c e  f o r  t h e m  t o  g o  in  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  w a s  a n t i - b l a c k .  A  

g l a n c e  i n t o  t h e  c h o i r  s t a n d s  o f  b l a c k  c h u r c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U .S .  w o u l d  

a l s o  p r o v e  t h a t  q u e e r  b l a c k  f o l k  m a n y  t i m e s  a r e  s t i l l  t o l e r a t e d  b y  t h e  

o v e r a l l  c o m m u n i t y .  W h i l e  t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  b e  m i s t a k e n  f o r  c o m p l e t e  

a c c e p t a n c e ,  i t  is  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  t o w a r d s  b u i l d i n g  a  g r e a t e r  s o c i e t a l  

g o o d .  M a n y  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s  d o  g r o w  a n g r y  w h e n  q u e e r  p e o p l e  

e q u a t e  t h e  q u e e r  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  c i v i l  

r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t ,  b u t  o f t e n  t h a t  a n g e r  i s  a  s i g n  o f  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  I n  

h i s  e s s a y  “ S o m e  G l a n c e s  a t  t h e  B l a c k  F a g :  R a c e ,  S a m e - S e x  D e s i r e ,  

a n d  C u l t u r a l  B e l o n g i n g , ”  M a r l o n  R o s s  a r g u e s  t h a t  w h i t e  g a y  m e n  n o t  

o n l y  s l u m m e d  w i t h i n  g e n t r i f i e d  u r b a n  b l a c k  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  a  w a y  

o f  e s c a p i n g  h o m o p h o b i a ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  g a r n e r e d  a  s e n s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

s o l i d a r i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  g a y  o p p r e s s i o n  w i t h  o p p r e s ­

s io n  s u f f e r e d  b y  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s . 3 O v e r  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n y  

b l a c k s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  q u e e r  a c t i v i s t s  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  a n t i - r a c i s t  p r o m i s e  

o f  t h e  q u e e r  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a n d  1 9 7 0 s  a n d  n o w  

o n l y  f o c u s  o n  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s e l e c t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  q u e e r  

c o m m u n i t y  , i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  w h i t e  o n e s .

A s  t h e  p u s h  f o r  q u e e r  a s s i m i l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  in  t h e  l a t e  t w e n t i ­

e t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t y - f i r s t  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  

t r a n s i t i o n  h a v e  h a d  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  a f f e c t .  S i n c e  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  

t o d a y  m e a n s  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  c o n s u m e r  c a p i t a l i s m  a n d  i d e n t i t y  m a r ­

k e t i n g .  T e l e v i s i o n  s h o w s  l i k e  “ Q u e e r  A s  F o l k ”  a n d  “ W i l l  a n d  G r a c e , ”  

m a g a z i n e s  l i k e  A d v o c a t e  a n d  O u t ,  a n d  f i l m s  s u c h  a s  I n  a n d  O u t  a n d  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  q u e e r  A m e r i c a n  m y t h  

t h a t  e x c l u d e s  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  a n d  o f t e n t i m e s ,  w o m e n .  W i t h  t h e s e  

v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  r e a l i t i e s  in  p la y ,  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  q u e e r  l i b e r a t i o n  

m o v e m e n t ’s  p r i m a r y  g o a l  is  t o  r e c o v e r  a  l o s t  w h i t e  m a l e  p r i v i l e g e  

m a k e s  a  lo t  o f  s e n s e .4

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f i g h t i n g  r a c i s m  a n d  s e x i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  q u e e r  

c o m m u n i t y  b y  p u s h i n g  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n c l u s i o n  o f  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  a n d  

w o m e n ,  q u e e r  a c t i v i s t s  m u s t  a l s o  b r e a k  w i t h  s i n g l e - i s s u e  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z i n g  a n d  r e d e f i n e  w h a t  q u e e r  r e a l l y  m e a n s .5 

E ndno tes
1 I feel that these tw o issues are  reflective o f  w hat Ronald Inglehart defines as a postm aterialis t value system . W hereas physiological needs like pro tection  from  danger are taken 
care of, social needs like group validation becom e m ore im portant. For a m ore in depth explanation o f  postm aterialis t theory  and its affec ts on social change, see Ronald Inglehart, 
C ulture Shift in A dvanced In d u s tria l Society; C hapers 2 ,1 , 11.

2 In regard to gay m arriage, C athy Cohen argues that queer should be used as a political counterpoin t to the enforcem ent o f  heteronorm ativity , not heterosexuality , m eaning that at 
ce rta in  m om ents in history, w hether through the banning o f  m arriage betw een slaves, legislation against in terracial m arriage, or legislation against poor wom en w ho have children  
out o f  w edlock, individuals in our society have been and still are  m arginalized  because they do not fit into the ideal norm  o f  w hat an A m erican fam ily should be. In short, they 
w ere/are queered. This queering  o f  heterosexual m em bers o f  socie ty  should function as a tool for the creation o f  coalitions am ongst all progressive activ ists. See C athy Cohen, 
“Punks, B ulldaggers, and W elfare Q ueens: T he Radical Potential o f  Q ueer Politics?” Sexual Identities, Q ueer Politics, Ed. M ark Blasius, P rinceton: P rinceton  U niversity  Press, 
2001,200-227.

3See M arlon B. Ross, “ Some G lances at the Black Fag: Race, Sam e-Sex D esire, and C ultural B elonging,” C anadian  Review  o f  Com parative L iterature, M arch-June, 194-218, 
1994.

4 M atthew  Jacobson d iscusses the fight for the legal a tta inm ent o f  “ w hiteness” by various ethnic groups in
his im portant work, W hiteness o f  a  D ifferent C olor: E uropean  Im m igrants a n d  the Alchemy o f  Race. For a m ore specific account o f  the fight for w hite see Noel Ignatiev ’s How the 
Irish  Becam e White. A  parallel argum ent could be also m ade in regard to  the actions o f  w hite w om en who as a group refuse to  support affirm ative action today, despite being the 
greatest past benefactors o f  affirm ative action policies. T his issue o f  fem inism ’s relationship to w hite privilege deserves fu rther investigation.

5 A contem porary  issue that could galvanize progressive coalitions is the A ID S crisis. This epidem ic is having a ca tastrophic effect on people o f  all races, genders, and sexual 
orientations. Left uncheck, A ID S w ill continue to decim ate A frica, destabilize com m unities o f  color w ithin the U.S., and cause the loss o f  another generation o f  queer men o f  all 
races. The fact that only ce rta in  people have access to  life saving m edication or that the v iru s is m utating w hile safer sex p ractices are in decline should be cause for alarm .



S e x  &  G e n d e r

O N  T H E  S I D E L I N E S

b y  E l i z a b e t h  C l i n e

I t  w a s  i n  t h e  e m p t y  b l e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  h i g h  

s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l  s t a d i u m  t h a t  M i c h e l l e  

D i x o n  a n d  I r e a l i z e d  w e  w e r e  a t  t h e  e n d  

o f  o u r  c h i l d h o o d .  I s a id  t o  h e r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  d r a ­

m a t i c  f a t a l i s m  o f  a  1 3 - y e a r  o ld ,  “ Y o u  k n o w ,  

n e x t  y e a r  w e ’r e  g o i n g  to  h a v e  t o  h a v e  s e x  a n d  

s t u f f ,  a n d  w e  w o n ’t  b e  a b l e  t o  p l a y  o r  a c t  s t u ­

p i d  a n y m o r e .”  T h e  s m e l l  o f  k e t c h u p  a n d  w e t  

g r a s s  s w a m  l a z i l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r .  I  s t a r e d  u p  

a t  t h e  b u g s  g u z z l i n g  t h e  s t a d i u m  l i g h t s ,  i m a g ­

i n i n g  w h a t  t h e  b u b b l e  I w a s  i n  w o u l d  l o o k  

l i k e  i f  I  c o u l d  s e e  i t ,  a n d  a n x i o u s l y  m u l l e d  

o v e r  t h e  c o m i n g  e v e n t s  t h a t  w o u l d  o f f i c i a l l y  

e n d  t h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r  o f  m y  l i f e .  I t  w a s  t h e  l a s t  

f o o tb a l l  g a m e  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  to  

b e  m a n y ,  m a n y  m o r e .

M e m o r i e s  I h a v e  o f  g r o w i n g  u p  a r e  

l a r g e l y  a  p i n a c h e  o f  t r u m p e t  b l a r e s ,  b o i l e d  

p e a n u t  s h e l l s ,  a n d  b a t o n s ,  c a n d e s c e n t  i n  t h e  

s t a d i u m  l i g h t s ,  a l l  s t a g e d  in  a  s e a  o f  r e d  a n d  

b l a c k  a t  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o o tb a l l  g a m e .  M y  

f i r s t  i d o l s  w e r e  c h e e r l e a d e r s ,  h o m e c o m i n g  

q u e e n s ,  a n d  m a j o r e t t e s .  T h e r e  w a s  A p r i l ,  

t h e  ’8 9  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  c h e e r l e a d i n g  s q u a d ,  

a n d  S a r a h ,  a  d a n c e r  a t  t h e  l o c a l  s t u d i o ,  a l s o  

a  c h e e r l e a d e r .  T h e n  t h e r e  w a s  C r i s t a ,  c o ­

c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  m a j o r e t t e  s q u a d  a n d  t h e  ’91 

h o m e c o m i n g  q u e e n .  C r i s t a  w a s  t a l l  a n d  t h i n  

w i t h  l o n g ,  d a r k  h a i r .  E v e r y b o d y  s a id  s h e  w a s  

a  “ c l a s s  a c t ”  a n d  a b o u t  a s  w h o l e s o m e  a s  a j a r  

o f  m a y  h a w  j e l l y .  P e o p le  l o v e d  h e r .  I  lo v e d  

h e r ,  b e c a u s e  I w a n t e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  a d m i r a t i o n  

s h e  k n e w  f o r  m y s e l f .  I  w o u l d  r i d e  m y  b ik e  

p a s t  h e r  h o u s e  o n  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n s ,  w h e r e  

s h e ’d  u s u a l l y  b e  o u t  i n  t h e  d r i v e w a y  t w i r l i n g ,  

a n d  s t r a i g h t e n  u p ,  q u i c k l y  t e a s e  m y  b a n g s ,  

a n d  c o a s t  b y  a s  c o o l  a s  I c o u l d .

H e r  e x a m p l e  g o t  m e  r e a d y  t o  f i g h t  r u t h ­

l e s s ly  f o r  t h e  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  u s  g i r l s  c o u l d  h a v e  

t o  r u n n i n g  t h e  w i n n i n g  to u c h d o w n ,  a  c h a n c e  

t o  w e a r  a  r e d  a n d  b l a c k  c h e e r l e a d i n g  s k i r t  in  

t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  F o r d  a d ,  a  S a n t a  C l a u s  h a t  a s  

I t w i r l e d  in  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  p a r a d e ,  o r  a  g o o d  

s h o t  a t  h o m e c o m i n g  c o u r t .  B y  a g e  e i g h t ,  I

h a d  d e c i d e d  o n  b l a c k  s e q u i n s  f o r  t h e  d r e s s  

I ’d  w e a r  a s  h o m e c o m i n g  q u e e n  b u t  w a s n ’t  

s u r e  w h a t  t o  d o  a b o u t  m y  d a d ,  w h o ’s  ‘8 6  

H o n d a  h a t c h b a c k  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ’t  m a k e  

t h e  3 5 0  m i l e s  t o  m y  c r o w n i n g .  I  f r e t t e d  o v e r  

w h o  w o u l d  w a l k  m e  d o w n  t h e  5 0 - y a r d  l i n e  

a n d  p a s s  m e  o v e r  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  i n t o  S o u t h e r n  

w o m a n h o o d .

M y  s i s t e r  G r e t c h e n ’s  p a r a l l e l  o b s e s ­

s io n  w i t h  C r i s t a  f o u n d  h e r  t w i r l i n g  l e s s o n s  

w i t h  o u r  id o l .  I  k e p t  u p  b y  s n e a k i n g  o u t  t o  

t h e  d r i v e w a y  w i t h  G r e t c h e n ’s  b a t o n s  a n d  

i m a g i n i n g  n o t  s o  c o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  m y  lu m p i s h ,  

a w k w a r d  b o d y  a s  t h i n ,  w i t h  l o n g  b l a c k  h a i r ,  

t w i r l i n g  f o r  t h e  c r o w d  a t  a  g a m e ,  o r  i f  I  w a s  

f e e l i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o p t i m i s t i c ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  C l u m s i l y  t w i s t i n g  t h o s e  

m e t a l  s t i c k s  b e t w e e n  m y  f i n g e r s ,  I  w o u ld  

v i s u a l i z e  t h e  s i x  s p l e n d i d  m i n u t e s  o v e r  a n d  

o v e r  w h e r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  p e o p l e  w o u l d  w a tc h  

a s  m y  b a t o n s  s o a r e d  h e a v e n w a r d ,  g l i t t e r i n g  

in  t h e  s t a d i u m  l i g h t s .  J u n e  2 2 ,  1 9 9 0 , m y  d i ­

a r y  r e m i n d s  m e ,  “ I  n o w  k n o w  h o w  t o  t w i r l  a  

b a t o n ! ”  I  w a s  s o  p r o u d  o f  m y s e l f ,  b u t  I k n e w  

t h e r e  w a s  s t i l l  m u c h  t o  b e  d o n e .  M y  d i a r y  

s h o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  o n  t o  s a y ,  p . s .  n o w  t o  m a s t e r  

b e c o m i n g  b e a u t i f u l  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  “ s lu t t y ,”  b e  

c o n f i d e n t  b u t  d o n ’t  b e  to o  a s s e r t i v e ,  a n d  m a k e  

s u r e  t o  h a v e  t h a t  e x t r a  “ s o m e t h i n g .”  B u t  d o  

n o t ,  e v e r ,  a t t e m p t  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  b e c a u s e  t h a t ’s 

j u s t  b i t c h y .  T h o s e  w e r e  t h e  u n s p o k e n  r u l e s  

t h a t  a l l  y o u n g  g i r l s  f o l l o w  o r  f a c e  c e r t a i n  s o ­

c i a l  d e a t h .  C r i s t a  j u g g l e d  t h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  

w i t h  p e r f e c t i o n .  M o s t  o f  u s  d i d  n o t .

T h e  w h o l e  t o w n  w a s  k n e e - d e e p  in  

h e r o - w o r s h i p  o f  s p a n d e x - c l a d  h i g h  s c h o o l  

b o y s ,  b u t  1 c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r s h i p  m y  f o o tb a l l  

h e r o i n e s  i n  h o p e s  I ’d  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  r a r e  g i r l s  

w i t h  s o m e  a p p l a u s e .  I t ’s  e a s y  n o w  t o  w o n d e r  

w h y  I d i d n ’t  s e e k  a  l e s s  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  d e f i ­

n i t i o n  o f  s u c c e s s .  T h e n ,  I  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e s  I 

o v e r h e a r d  m y  s i s t e r  c o n f e s s  j e a l o u s l y  t o  m y  

m o m  t h a t  I w a s  p r e t t y  a n d  w a s  p r o b a b l y  g o ­

in g  t o  b e  a  c h e e r l e a d e r .  A n d  t h o s e  S u n d a y s

o n  t h e  w a y  o u t  o f  c h u r c h  w h e n  p e o p l e  w o u ld  

p u l l  m e  a s id e  o r  w h i s p e r  t o  m y  m o m  t h a t  I 

w a s  a  p r e t t y  g i r l  w h o  h a d  a  l o t  o f  p o t e n t i a l .  

T h e y  m e a n t  t o  b e  l i k e  C r i s t a .  A s  I  p a s s e d  o u t  

o f  t h e  c h u r c h  d o o r s ,  t h e  p r e a c h e r  w o u l d  c o m ­

m e n t  o n  m y  b e a u t y  t h e n  p e r v e r s e l y  c h i d e ,  

“ B e  h u m b l e  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  y o u .”  

I  c o u l d n ’t  e s c a p e  t h e  r e m i n d e r s  o f  w h o  I w a s  

s u p p o s e d  t o  b e .  T h e  lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  f e s t i ­

v a l s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  t e x t b o o k s ,  a n d  m y  r o l e  m o d ­

e l s  k e p t  m e  in  l i n e  a n d  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  f o o tb a l l  

m a n t r a .

I g r e w  u p  i n  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  

t w o  k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e ,  “ b o y s ”  a n d  “ g i r l s ”  a n d  

“ w h i t e s ”  a n d  “ b l a c k s ,”  a n d  f o o t b a l l  w a s  a  

m e t a p h o r  i f  n o t  p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  g a m e  o f  o u r

l i v e s .  B la c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  m i x  o n  t h e  f i e ld  b u t  

n o t  i n  t h e  s t a n d s ;  b o y s  p l a y  t h e  g a m e  a n d  g i r l s  

a r e  o n  t h e  s id e l in e s .  L i k e w i s e ,  o n  M o n d a y  

m o r n i n g s ,  m e n  g o  o u t  a n d  m a k e  t h e  l i v in g ,  

f a r m i n g ,  r a i s i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

w i t h  u n d e r p a i d  b l a c k  la b o r .  W o m e n  r a i s e  th e  

k i d s  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  b y  w o r k ­

i n g  a t  t h e  b a n k ,  d o i n g  h a i r ,  o r  s e l l i n g  A v o n .  

I t ’s  n o t  s o  d i f f e r e n t  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  i t ’s  j u s t  m o r e  e n t r e n c h e d  a n d  i s o l a t e d .  

T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  w a l k e d  in t o  a  p u n k  r o c k  c l u b  

i n  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F l o r i d a  a n d  f o u n d  m y s e l f ,  I 

w a s  16 y e a r s  o ld .  B e f o r e  t h a t ,  I ’d  h a r d l y  v e n ­

t u r e d  b e y o n d  t h e  c o u n t y  l i n e ,  n e v e r  s a w  o t h e r  

k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  t h u s ,  s a w  b e i n g  d i f f e r e n t  

a s  t h e  w o r s t  s o r t  o f  f a i l u r e .  M y  t o w n ,  n e s t l e d  

d e e p  i n  r u r a l  S o u t h  G e o r g i a ,  e x i s t s  i n  a  s e l f -  

c o n t a i n e d  b u b b le  a n d  I t h i n k  i t ’s  m a d e  o u t  o f  

a  p ig s k in .

T h e  i r o n y  w a s  t h a t  c h e e r l e a d e r s  a n d  

m a j o r e t t e s ,  w h o  w e  w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  b e ,  

n e v e r  g o t  a  p a t  o n  t h e  b a c k  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r s  in  

t h e  h a l l ,  a  h e a d l i n e  in  t h e  p a p e r ,  o r  s c h o l a r ­

s h ip s  t o  m a j o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  m o m s  

a n d  t h e  A v o n  l a d i e s  a r e  n e v e r  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e y  

t h i n k  a b o u t  s a l e s  t a x e s  o r  e d u c a t i o n  r e f o r m  

a n d  a r e  n e v e r  o n  t h e  f r o n t  p a g e  f o r  t h e i r  i n ­

n o v a t i o n s  i n  c h i l d c a r e .  T h e  t h o u g h t  o f  m a jo r -
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e t t e s  b e i n g  a p p r e c i a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  t a l e n t  a l o n e ,  

p e r h a p s  t w i r l i n g  i n  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  

t i n y ,  s e q u i n  b a t h i n g  s u i t ,  is  a l m o s t  i n c o n c e i v ­

a b l e .  T h e r e ’s  a l w a y s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g l o r y  in  

t h r o w i n g  a  f o o tb a l l  4 0  y a r d s  d o w n  a  f i e ld ,  y e t  

t h e r e ’s  l i t t l e  i n  s e n d i n g  a  p a i r  o f  m e t a l  s t i c k s  

4 0  f e e t  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  K e r f  m y  b e s t  f r i e n d  s i n c e  

t h i r d  g r a d e ,  m u s t  h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  h e r  k n i f e  

a n d  t h r e e - b a t o n  r o u t i n e  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  t i m e s  

b e f o r e  t r y o u t s  h e r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  w i t h  a  d e d i ­

c a t i o n  u n m a t c h e d  b y  a n y  q u a r t e r b a c k .  W h e n  

s h e  d i d n ’t  m a k e  t h e  l i n e ,  w e  s a t  in  h e r  d r i v e ­

w a y  i n  h e r  m o m ’s  v a n  f o r  a n  h o u r  w h i l e  s h e  

c h o k e d  o n  h e r  t e a r s .  I t  w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a i l u r e  

s h e ’d  e v e r  k n o w n .  I w a s  s o  a f r a i d  o f  t h a t  s o r t  

o f  d e f e a t  I a v o i d e d  i t  b y  n e v e r  t r y i n g  o u t .

S o m e h o w  I  d i d  m a n a g e  t o  f a s h i o n  m y

b r a s h ,  v e g e t a r i a n ,  n e r d  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n t o  t h a t  

o f  a  g o o d  S o u t h e r n  g i r l  b y  t h e  t i m e  I  s t a r t e d  

h i g h  s c h o o l ,  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .  E v e n  

t h o u g h  I  h a d  g iv e n  u p  o n  c h e e r i n g  o r  t w i r l ­

in g ,  I  w a s  s t i l l  b e t t i n g  o n  h o m e c o m i n g  q u e e n ,  

a  c h a n c e  t o  r i d e  i n  a  c a r  i n  t h e  p a r a d e .  I  l o s t  

a  lo t  o f  w e i g h t ,  m o s t l y  b y  s t a r v i n g  m y s e l f ,  

a n d  m a d e  a  f e w  m o r e  m i n o r  a d j u s t m e n t s  l i k e  

g r o w i n g  m y  h a i r  o u t  a n d  w e a r i n g  t h e  “ r i g h t ”  

c l o th e s .  K e r i ,  t o o ,  g o t  h e r  a c t  t o g e t h e r ,  lo s t  

s o m e  “ c r u c i a l ”  p o u n d s ,  s m i l e d  m o r e ,  a n d  

t r i e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  m a j o r e t t e  l i n e  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  

a n d  m a d e  it .

A s  f o r  m y  c h i l d h o o d  f r i e n d ,  M ic h e l l e ,  

s h e  a l m o s t  g o t  t o  t h e  to p .  S h e  m a d e  t h e  

c h e e r l e a d i n g  s q u a d  b u t  h i g h  s c h o o l  k id s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  m y s e l f ,  b r a n d e d  h e r  a  “ s l u t ”  b e ­

c a u s e  s h e  r e f u s e d  to  b e  f a k e - n i c e  a n d  h e r  

b ig  b o o b s ,  a  t r a g i c  c u r s e  o f  n a t u r e ,  b l a c k  

e y e l in e r ,  a n d  t i g h t  s h o r t s  s im p l y  w e r e  n o t  

w h o le s o m e .  I f i g u r e  n o b o d y  to l d  h e r  t h a t  t h e  

L o r d  A l m i g h t y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a  d e a c o n  f r o m  th e  

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  w a s  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  

o v e r  a  g i r l ’s  s h o u ld e r .  I t  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ’t 

h a v e  d o n e  m u c h  g o o d .  W i t h  a l l  t h o s e  e x p e c ­

t a t i o n s ,  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a l w a y s  d o  t h e  

r i g h t  t h i n g ,  a t  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e

r i g h t  p e o p l e .  W h e n  I f i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  t o  w a n t  

s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  C r i s t a - l i k e  g lo r y ,  i t  w a s  

l i k e  I ’d  b e e n  h o l d i n g  m y  b r e a t h  f o r  16 y e a r s .  

I  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  d i d n ’t  f e e l  s o  b a d ,  

b u t  w h e n  I  f i n a l l y  l e t  i t  o u t ,  I r e a l i z e d  I  w a s  

a s p h y x i a t i n g  a n d  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  l i k e d  m e  

b e t t e r  t h a t  w a y .

I  k n o w  t h e  b l a c k  g i r l s  w o u l d  s a y  s o m e ­

t h i n g  w h o l l y  d i f f e r e n t  a b o u t  g r o w i n g  u p  in  

o u r  t o w n .  T h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  o n l y  o n e  b l a c k  

m a j o r e t t e  a  s e a s o n  a n d  s h e  n e v e r  q u i t e  f i t s  

t h e  v i r g i n a l ,  f l a t - c h e s t e d ,  f r e s h - f a c e d ,  w h i t e -  

b r e d  i m a g e  t h e  s q u a d  i s  g o i n g  fo r .  S a n d r a ,  

t h e  o n l y  b l a c k  g i r l  o n  m y  l i n e  m y  j u n i o r  

y e a r  d i d n ’t  h a v e  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  b e i n g  c a l l e d  

“ s l u t t y ”  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  a l r e a d y  a  p e o n  o n  

t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s o c i a l  l a d d e r  j u s t  f o r  b e i n g

b la c k .  I c o m p l a i n e d  i n  m y  d i a r y  o n c e  t h a t  s h e  

w a s  t h e  w o r s t  a n d  t h e  f a t t e s t  g i r l  o n  t h e  l i n e  

a n d  w a s  o n l y  o n  i t  s o  b l a c k  p e o p l e  w o u l d n ’t  

c r y  r a c i s m .  T h o u g h  I a p o l o g i z e  n o w  f o r  b e i n g  

h o r r i b l y  r a c i s t ,  I ’m  m o r e  a s h a m e d  k n o w i n g  

t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  p o p u l a r i t y  a t  m y  s c h o o l  

w a s  w h i t e n e s s ,  w a s  r a c i s t ,  a n d  s t i l l  is .

F o r  b o y s ,  f o o t b a l l  i n  t h e  r u r a l  S o u th  

r e p r e s e n t s  a  r a r e  m o m e n t  i n  l i f e  t o  b e  g r e a t ,  

n o  m a t t e r  w h o  y o u  a r e ,  a n d ,  i f  y o u ’r e  r e ­

a l l y  g o o d ,  a  r a r e  c h a n c e  t o  m o v e  o n .  M y  

h i g h  s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l  t e a m ,  i n  a  t o w n  o f  o n l y  

1 5 ,0 0 0 ,  h a s  m a d e  i t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  f i n a l s  s e v e r a l  

t i m e s  s i n c e  t h e  ‘4 0 s  a n d  p r o d u c e d  m a n y  f i r s t -  

s t r i n g  p l a y e r s  f o r  F l o r i d a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  a n d  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p l a y e r s .  F o r  t h e  b l a c k  b o y s ,  n i n e  o u t  o f  10 

w h i c h  g r e w  u p  i n  p o v e r t y ,  a  f o o tb a l l  s c h o l a r ­

s h ip  m a y  b e  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  g o  t o  c o l l e g e  o r  

e a r n  s o m e  r e s p e c t  i n  a  s t i l l  s e g r e g a t e d  a n d  

r a c i s t  w o r ld .

F o r  g i r l s ,  w e  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t w i r l ­

i n g  a n d  c h e e r i n g  a r e  a  d e a d  e n d ,  t h a t  o u r  o w n  

d r e a m s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  to  p a r a l y z e  u s .  W h i l e  

t h e y  w o u l d  g i v e  u s  a n  o c c a s i o n  t o  s t a n d  o u t ,  

t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  a  w a y  t o  t r a i n  u s  f o r  a  l i f e  

o f  m a k i n g  c o r n b r e a d  o r  c o u n t i n g  c o i n s  a t

t h e  b a n k ,  a  l i f e  o n  t h e  s i d e l i n e s .  I  a l w a y s  

n a i v e l y  h o p e d  t h a t  h o m e c o m i n g  q u e e n s  a n d  

m a j o r e t t e s  w e r e  w h i s k e d  a w a y  t o  H o l l y w o o d  

b e c a u s e  g i r l s  a r e  r a r e l y  g i v e n  t h e  t o o l s ,  j u s t  

t h e  d r e a m ,  t o  b e  s o m e b o d y .

I d i d ,  d e s p i t e  m y  s e e m i n g  f a i l u r e ,  m o v e  

o n .  I  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  g o  t o  c o l l e g e  a n d  

k n o w  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  b o u r g e o i s  f e m i n i s m  

a n d  t h e  e c o n o m i c  o r i g i n s  o f  m y  r a c i s m ,  

s o m e t h i n g  I a m  i n v a l u a b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r .  B u t  

t h e r e  r e m a i n s  a  s t u b b o r n  p a r t  o f  m e  t h a t  

w i s h e s  I  c o u l d  h a v e  t w i r l e d  l i k e  C r i s t a ,  w o r n  

t h e  c r o w n  in  t h e  p a r a d e ,  o r  m a d e  t h a t  F o r d  

a d  a n d  g iv e n  m y  b e s t  c h e e r l e a d e r  g r i n .  T h a t  

s a m e  p a r t  o f  m e  is  a l s o  w h a t  p u l l s  m e  b a c k  to  

f o o tb a l l  g a m e s  w h e n  I ’m  h o m e .

T h e  s o u n d  o f  d r u m s  w a r m i n g  u p  r u m ­

b le s  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e  s t e n c h  o f  b o i l e d  

p e a n u t s  m i n g l e s  i n  t h e  a i r  w i t h  w e t  g r a s s  a n d  

k e t c h u p  f r o m  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  s t a n d s .  B a b y  

g i r l s  r u n  a r o u n d  d r e s s e d  u p  h o p e f u l l y  i n  

l i t t l e  c h e e r l e a d i n g  s k i r t s  w h i l e  y o u n g  b o y s  

f e t c h  w a t e r  f o r  t h e  p l a y e r s .  O n c e - l e g e n d a r y  

q u a r t e r b a c k s  w o r k  t h e  p r e s s  b o x 'o r  c o a c h  t h e  

t e a m .  M a m m a s  w h o  w e r e  C r i s t a s ,  o r  w a n t e d  

t o  b e ,  b o a s t  o f  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  o n  t h e  m a j o r e t t e  

s q u a d  o r  t h e i r  s o n  o n  t h e  s t a r t i n g  l i n e - u p .  

T h e r e  a r e  t h e  m a j o r e t t e s  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  j u s t  

a s  w h o l e s o m e  a n d  w h i t e - b r e d  a s  e v e r .  T h e  

q u a r t e r b a c k  i s  a  l e a n ,  g o o d - l o o k i n g  w h i t e  

b o y . D e s p i t e  m y  Y a n k e e  m a k e o v e r ,  n o b o d y  

r e a l l y  l o o k s  m y  w a y .  W h y  s h o u l d  t h e y ?  I ’m  

n o t  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  I w a s n ’t  a  h o m e c o m i n g  

q u e e n ,  a n d  I d o n ’t  h a v e  a  t h r e e - y e a r  o ld  w h o  

l o o k s  l i k e  h e ’s  g o t  a  g o o d  a r m .  I g u e s s  I ’m  n o t  

w h a t  o t h e r s  e x p e c t e d  o f  m e .  N e i t h e r  a m  I t h e  

p e r s o n  I s e t  o u t  t o  b e  w h e n  I w a s  e i g h t .  A n d  

t h o u g h  I  w o u l d  n e v e r  c o m p r o m i s e  m y s e l f ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  t h a t  l i t t l e  p a r t  o f  m e  t h a t  

r e a r s  u p  o n  m y  w a y  o u t  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  

s t a d i u m  a n d  h o p e s  s o m e o n e ,  s o m e w h e r e ,  

t h o u g h t  I w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t  d o w n  t h e r e  

o n  t h e  s i d e l i n e s .  
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I’ll adm it it, it w as  th e  title tha t got me. A sau cy  little cha l­
lenge, plus I’m a  su ck er for a  dare . I quizzed  friends, 
w hat is beyond o rgasm ?

In a  word, intimacy, according  to m arriage c o u n ­
se lo r and  sex  the rap ist Marty Klein. While the  title g e n ­
e ra te s  im ages of forbidden d es ire s  and un sp eak ab le  
ac ts , the  book is actually  an  ea rn e st, 200 p ag e  plea 
for honesty  in our sexual relationships. R a th er than  a 
trove of sa lac io u s  little ta le s  abou t tab o o  desire , B eyond 
O rgasm  is a  p ea n u t butter and  jelly so rt of text, sim ple, 
forthright and  constru c ted  around  the  co m m o n sen se  
p la in speak  w e often overlook w hen w e're  dealing with 
p artn er problem s.

Klein’s aim is adm irable. He values em bodim ent 
and  w ants his re ad e rs  to have sex  lives tha t a re  sa tisfy ­
ing em otionally, a s  well a s  physically. He w an ts them  to 
talk to e a ch  o ther not ju s t ab o u t physical p leasu re , but 
abou t fantasy , abou t responsibility, abou t w ho left work 
early  to pick th e  kids up and who would app rec ia te  a 
‘thank you' a t the  end  of the  day.

In Klein’s  world, s e lf-ac cep tan ce  would be the  law 
of the  land and  sh am e  and  sexual sec re t-k eep in g  would 
be unheard  of. No one  would gripe over d e s ire s  tha t 
w ere abnorm al or weird; se lf-d isc lo su re  would all b e  in 
se rv ice  of tra n sp a re n cy  and understand ing . T he first 
s ev en  c h a p te rs  of B eyond O rgasm  define and  defend 
Klein's vision. He a s s e r ts  tha t sexuality  is a  norm al and 
healthy a s p e c t of hum an life and  through severa l c a s e  
s tu d ie s  investigates how th e  lack of this conviction can  
result in sh am e , se lf-ce n so rsh ip  and  unsatisfying sex. 
He g o e s  on to  exam ine how secre t-k eep in g  can  derail 
our s e n s e  of em otional c o n n e c te d n e ss  and se a rc h  for 
physical p leasure .

Curiously enough , d esp ite  their d is tre ss , m ost 
of the  patien ts  Klein c ites a ren 't ask ing  for anything 
exceedingly  radical in the  first place. They think they 
m astu rb a te  too m uch, or they  w ant their sp o u se  to  go 
dow n on them . They w ant sex  a  little m ore o r a  little 
le ss  often. Phil w orries ab o u t telling his p a rtn er tha t 
he w atch es  pornograph ic m ovies; Akiko is intimidated 
by h e r  h u sb an d 's  sexual pas t. They all strugg le  with 
understand ing  w hat norm alcy m e a n s  in a  cu lture w here 
w e rarely sp eak  frankly enough  to fully ap p rec ia te  who 
w e're rolling around  in bed  with, let a lone  convey w hat 
w e do —  or w ant to do —  w hen we g e t there.

Klein is a t his b e s t w hen offering a  practical b lue­
print to follow for d isclosure and sharing . T he last two 
ch a p te rs  of B eyond O rgasm  a re  lucid, useful s te p s  to 
conside r before revealing sensitive information to a 
partner. It’s  practical inform ation w hich, if utilized, could 
relieve so m e of the  anxiety surrounding anxious co n ­
fess io n s  su ch  a s  divulging p as t a b u s e  o r exploitation, 
com ing out, or reevaluating sexual boundaries.

His analysis  of the  roots of sexual sh am e  and 
secre t-k eep in g , how ever, leave m uch to  be desired . 
H e u rg es  the re a d e r  to  look to  childhood and family

relationships to  a d d re ss  feelings of inadequacy, citing a 
childhood fear of being a b a n d o n ed , while overlooking 
the  eno rm ous cultural p re s su re s  to act, look or re la te  in 
ac cep ta b le  w ays. Klein g lo s s e s  over how hom ophobia, 
racism  and  age ism  affec t our s e lf-ac cep tan ce  and 
relationships, a s  well a s  how p re ssu re s  to  conform  to 
m ainstream  g en d e rs , sexualities and  physical a p p e a r­
a n c e s  and  abilities.

His buoyant “ju s t do it'" attitude tow ards s e lf-a c ­
ce p ta n c e  is le ss  useful to th o se  of u s  struggling to 
a c c e p t le ss  traditionally beautiful bod ies, u nconven ­
tional g en d e r identities, or p a s ts  which a re  colored  by 
racism , ab u se , in to lerance, assau lt, or exploitation. This 
n o n ch a lan ce  is reinforced by the  pho tog raphs opening 
e a ch  ch ap te r portraying frisky, cheerfu l m odels — uni­
formly thin, a ttractive and fresh -faced  a s  Ivory so ap  
ads.

Klein's a sse rtio n  tha t “to really b roaden  our think­
ing an d  our m inds, w e n ee d  to think ab o u t eroticism  in 
new  ways," is a crucial one. But the  cha llenge is not only 
to  find the  la nguage with which to  articu late  our sexual 
lives, but to a lso  hold accoun tab le  th o se  p e rso n s  and 
institutions which g en e ra te  and  p e rp e tu a te  im ag es  of 
sexuality  in m ainstream  culture which exclude bodies 
which a re  not white, thin, he tero sexual, young and 
non -d isab led . W hile Klein’s book s u c c e e d s  in offer­
ing an  effective and inform ative blueprint to a s s is t in 
se lf-d isc lo su re  and  em otional authenticity, its potency 
is dim inished by a  failure to adequa te ly  a d d re s s  the 
com plex social an d  cultural fac to rs  which m ake such  
sexual honesty  challenging in the  first place.
-P a m e la  Wilson

S p e a k i n g  P a r t s :
P r o v o c a t i v e  L e s b i a n  E r o t i c a
M. C hristian
Alyson Books, 2002
w w w .m christian.com /speaking.htm l

I found ou t he w as a  straight-identifying bio-boy a fte r  I 
finished the  book. W hen I put dow n my Hitachi m agic 
w and, m ore tu rned  on than  I have go tten  in a  long time 
from th e  printed word, an  in sert fell out of th e  book 
entitled "A Man for a  W om an’s  J o b ? ” Can you still take 
this lu sc io u sn e ss  seriously?  My answ er is how could 
you not?

M aybe it's b e c a u se  instead  of ju s t an o th e r fluffy 
lesb ian  ero tica  book, M. C hristian h as  c rea ted  yummy 
daring w etn ess , a n d  I feel like I’ve go tten  an o th e r g e n ­
der-bend ing , le t's -fu ck -u p -th e-s ta tu s-q u o  buddy in th e  
p ro cess .

S peak ing  P a r ts 's e x e s  and  g e n d e rs  a re  a s  fluid a s  
its ch a rac te rs: h e 's  and  sh e 's  c a re ss e s in g  and  sliding 
their tired old bod ies ag a in s t them selves, e a ch  other, 
in a com pelling, new  stim ulating rhythm or m aybe even 
ju s t shedd ing  the ir identities for another, in the  b e d ­
room , the  bathroom , through the  com pu ter keyboard, 
on the  pool table, or in an o th er world.

P icture a  dyke bar bathroom  full of fem m es, 
bu tches, trann ie boys, and  all o ther so r ts  prim ping and 
peeing  w hen th ree  w om en wielding m achine g u n s  d e ­
sc e n d  and have everyone perform  their s e c re t d es ire s.

O r one w om an’s journey into a  le a therm an’s  world only 
to  d iscover tha t nothing is a s  it s e e m s . How ab o u t one  
bu tch’s steam y  ta le  of he r c o n q u e st of a  purring m otor­
cycle and long ta rred  road?

You ca n  tell from th e  first s tory  tha t M. Christian 's 
priority is writing his c h a ra c te rs  from the  inside out and 
capturing  the  n u an c es, com plications, and  irreverences 
of hum ans.

He sa y s  him self in an  interview with Windy City 
Times, “Hell, m ost of th e  tim e I'd ra th er write than  have 
se x  — not tha t sex  for m e is tha t bad , it’s  ju s t tha t writ­
ing is so  m uch dam ned  fun. Think of it this way, sex
—  hot dam n good fucking sex  —  lasts, w hat, four hours
—  and  th a t’s  if you do it right. A g rea t story, though, can 
last for cen tu ries. W hat S atu rday  night of w hoopie can 
b e a t th a t? ” And I say , tha t S peak ing  P a rts  will probably 
b e  on top of my s trap -o n  and  vibrator for ce n tu ries  to 
cum .

M .Christian scu lp ts  his s to rie s  in a  de liberated  
m anner taking you on a  whirlwind tour of a  ton of differ­
e n t d es ire s, forbidden and  vanilla and  the  o n es  beyond 
and  in betw een . I do g e t frustrated  a t M. C hristian’s te n ­
dency  to alw ays u se  racial m odifiers with the  ch a ra c te rs  
of color, p resen ting  them  a s  an  exotic o ther in con tras t 
to th e  white norm. M aybe ero tica  h a s  th a t cha llenge a s ­
signed  to it however, to m ake you a  little uncom fortable 
and  definitely to m ake you think and  question  your sex , 
gender, race  assum ptions, identifications, and  d es ire s. 
O r m eb b e  M. Christian, a s  a  straight-identifying white 
bio-boy writing q u e e r  ero tica  is m uch m ore h o n es t 
ab o u t w hat he s e e s  and  w hat tu rn s him on including g o ­
ing to U.S. liberal-fo rb idden-race-land  a s  well a s  within 
g en d e r  and  sex  lines.

S peak ing  P a rts  is 14 ta le s  tha t throw  anyone who 
sa y s  tha t a  straight-identify ing-w hite-b io-boy couldn’t 
write ac cu ra te , good , sexy  lesb ian  ero tica  -  leaving 
them  on the ir back gasp ing  for m ore.

M. Christian is an  explorer of th e  g eog raphy  of d e ­
sire, not for the  co m placen t individual w ho is willing to 
s tay  w here  they think they  a re  (or w ant to  be) but ra ther 
for the  adven tu rous ero tica  sam p le r w ho will be  ch a l­
lenged  and  m ore tu rned  on than  usual. As a  sh a m e le ss  
hussy  slu t myself, I g u a ran tee  it.

Sadly  m any ero tica  books fall sh o rt of anything 
but predictability both in the ir politics and  in their sex . 
S peak ing  P a rts  is a  m ust for th o se  w ho have lost all 
hope in sm art, well written, and  deliciously sexy  erotica 
which can n o t help but b e  political. Did I say  yummy 
yet?
-b ru in  tro u b le







D e s t r o y i n g

M o t h e r s

in te rv ie w  by S e a n  C a r s w e ll  

p h o to s  T o d d  T a y lo r

S o m e t i m e s  i t ’s  e a s y  to  f o r g e t  t h a t  a  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e  w a s  o n c e  a  p e r s o n .  I t ’s  e a s y  t o  t a k e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  

f i g u r e  a n d  m a r v e l  a t  h e r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  g l o r i f y  t h e  t h i n g s  s h e  d id  a n d  b e c o m e  s o  w r a p p e d  u p  in  

h e r  g r e a t  m o m e n t s  t h a t  y o u  f o r g e t  t h a t  s h e  o n c e  l i v e d  a n d  b r e a t h e d  a n d  m a d e  m i s t a k e s  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  

u s .  E m m a  G o l d m a n  c a n  b e  a  h e r o  f o r  s o  m a n y  r a d i c a l  g r o u p s :  f e m i n i s t s  c a n  i d o l i z e  h e r  f o r  b e i n g  a n  e a r l y  

b i r t h  c o n t r o l  a d v o c a t e ;  a n t i - w a r  a c t i v i s t s  c a n  w o r s h i p  h e r  f o r  f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  W o r ld  W a r  I a n d  c o n s c r i p ­

t i o n ;  a n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o ’s  e v e r  b e e n  a  r e b e l  o r  a  r a d i c a l  o r  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g r a i n  in  a n y  w a y  c a n  i m m o r ­

t a l i z e  G o l d m a n  f o r  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  l o u d e s t ,  t o u g h e s t ,  s m a r t e s t ,  a n d  b r a v e s t  r a d i c a l s  a m o n g  u s .  S t i l l ,  i t ’s 

i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t ,  w h e n  y o u  i m m o r t a l i z e  a n d  i d o l i z e  a  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e ,  y o u  c a n  n e v e r  g e t  a n y  

d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a n  w h a t  t h e i r  i m a g e  p r e s e n t s .  Y o u  c a n ’t  r e a l l y  l e a r n  f r o m  a  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e  u n t i l  

y o u ’r e  w i l l i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a s  a  p e r s o n .

B e c a u s e  I  w a s  f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h  G o l d m a n ’s  w o r d s  a n d  a c t i o n s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  I ’d  a l r e a d y  r e a d  h e r  a u t o b i ­

o g r a p h y  a n d  m o s t  o f  h e r  s p e e c h e s  a n d  e s s a y s  a n d  s t i l l  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  h e r  a s  a  p e r s o n ,  I w e n t  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  E m m a  G o l d m a n .  I  k n o w  i t ’s  s o u n d s  s i l l y  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o ’s  b e e n  d e a d  f o r  m o r e  

t h a n  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  I  h a d  s o m e  g o o d  c l u e s .  I ’d  r e a d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  b io g r a p h y  c a l l e d  L o v e ,  A n a r c h y ,  a n d  

E m m a  G o l d m a n  w h i c h  d e l v e d  in t o  t h e  l o v e  l i f e  o f  G o l d m a n  a n d  d i d  a  v e r y  t h o r o u g h  ( a n d  c a r i n g )  j o b  o f  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i n g  G o l d m a n ’s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e .  I  a l s o  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  b o o k ,  C a n d a c e  F a lk ,  w a s  t h e  c u r a t o r  

o f  t h e  E m m a  G o l d m a n  P a p e r s  P r o j e c t  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B e r k e le y .  I k n e w  t h a t ,  i f  a n y o n e  c o u l d  

i n t r o d u c e  m e  t o  t h e  r e a l  E m m a  G o l d m a n ,  C a n d a c e  F a l k  a n d  h e r  c o l l e a g u e s  c o u l d .  I d r o v e  u p  to  B e r k e le y ,  

t o o k  t h e  t o u r  o f  t h e  E G P P ,  a n d  i n t e r v i e w e d  F a l k  a n d  h i s t o r i a n  B a r r y  P a t e m a n  a b o u t  E m m a  G o l d m a n ,  th e  

e a r l y  A m e r i c a n  A n a r c h i s t  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  k e e p i n g  h i s t o r y  a l iv e .

C la m o r :  W h a t ’s  t h e  s t o r y  b e h i n d  y o u r  i n i t i a l  d i s c o v e r y  o f  E m m a  G o l d ­

m a n  a n d  B e n  R e i t m a n 's  l e t t e r s ?

C a n d a c e :  I  w a s  d r i v i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  f r o m  V e r m o n t ,  t h r o u g h  

C h ic a g o  o n  m y  w a y  to  C a l i f o r n i a . . .  w i th  m y  b o y f r i e n d . . . .  I h a v e  a  

v e r y  g o o d  f r i e n d  w h o  w o r k s  i n  a  g u i t a r  s h o p  in  H y d e  P a r k .  S o  w e  w e n t  

t o  t h i s  g u i t a r  s h o p .  I  h a d  m y  d o g ,  a  r e d  I r i s h  S e t t e r  G o ld e n  R e t r i e v e r . . .  

[w h o ]  c a m e  b o u n d i n g  in  a f t e r  m e .  M y  f r i e n d  s a id ,  “ Y o u  h a v e  a  lo v e ly  

d o g .  W h a t ’s  h e r  n a m e ? ”

I s a id ,  “ E m m a .  R e d  E m m a  G o ld m a n .”

A l l  o f  t h e  s u d d e n ,  h e  j u s t  s t o p p e d .  H e  s c r a t c h e d  h i s  h e a d  f o r  a  

s e c o n d .  H e  s a id ,  “ T h a t  i s  s o  s t r a n g e .  F iv e  y e a r s  a g o ,  in  t h e  b a c k  o f  th e  

s h o p ,  w h e n  I w a s  c l e a n i n g  t h e  s t o r e r o o m ,  I  s w e a r  I  t h i n k  I s a w  s o m e  

l e t t e r s  o f  h e r s . ”  A n d  h e  l e f t .  H e  s p e n t  a  v e r y  l o n g  t i m e  in  t h e  b a c k  o f  th e  

s h o p ,  a n d  h e  c a m e  b a c k  o u t  w i t h  t h i s  e n o r m o u s  b o o t  b o x  f u l l  o f  l e t t e r s  

o f  E m m a  G o l d m a n ’s. A n d  I , l i k e  m o s t  p e o p l e  —  t h o u g h  s o m e t i m e s  

I ’m  e m b a r r a s s e d  to  s a y  t h i s  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  a l r e a d y  a  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  

a t  S a n t a  C r u z  —  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a n y  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t s .  I ’d  n e v e r  

s e e n  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s ,  l e t  a l o n e  l e t t e r s  f r o m  o n e  o f  m y  g r e a t  h e r o i n e s  

o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  r e b e l l i o n .  T h e  l e t t e r s  h a d  a  b ig  “ E ”  

G o ld m a n .  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  a d d r e s s e d  t o  B e n  R e i t m a n .  I  k n e w  f r o m  

th e  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  [ G o l d m a n ’s  L i v in g  M y  L i f e ] t h a t  B e n  R e i t m a n  h a d  

b e e n  h e r  l o v e r  a n d  r o a d  m a n a g e r  f o r  10 y e a r s .  S h e  h a d  s a id  t h a t  B e n  

R e i t m a n ’s  l e t t e r s  w e r e  l i k e  a  n a r c o t i c  t o  h e r :  t h e y  m a d e  h e r  h e a r t  b e a t

f a s t e r  b u t  t h e y  p u t  h e r  m i n d  t o  s le e p .  I a l s o  k n e w  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  v e r y  

p r o m i s c u o u s  g u y .  A  l a d i e s  m a n .  H e  w a s  a  g y n e c o l o g i s t .  W h a t  c a n  I 

s a y ?  H e  p r o b a b l y  k n e w  a  lo t  m o r e  a b o u t  f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  t h a n  m o s t  

m e n  d i d  b a c k  th e n .  S o  t h e r e  w a s  a  lo t  g o i n g  o n  t h e r e .  T h e y  h a d  a  v e r y  

p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  t u m u l t u o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B u t  s h e  o v e r c a m e  it b e c a u s e ,  

i n  t h e  e n d ,  s h e  w a s  m o r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  h e r  v i s i o n  a n d  h e r  p o l i t i c s  t h a n  

h e  w a s .  H e  w a s  m o r e  o r d i n a r y  i n  t h e  e n d . . .

I  w a s  in  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l ,  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  p r o ­

g r a m .  H a y d e n  W h i t e ,  m y  d i r e c t o r  a t  th e  t i m e ,  g a v e  m e  a  g r a n t  t o  g o  to  

[ th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  a t]  C h i c a g o  t o  l o o k  a t  [ a n  a r c h i v e  o f  E m m a  

G o l d m a n ’s] l e t t e r s .  A n d ,  s u r e  e n o u g h ,  t h e  l e t t e r s ,  a s  E m m a  w o u ld  s a y , 

“ B r e a th e d  t h e  s a m e  s a d  s o n g  o f  lo v e .”  S o  I t h o u g h t ,  w e l l ,  I s h o u l d n ' t  

s e c r e t  t h e m  o f f .  B u t  i f  th e y  a r e  p u b l i c ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  a  g r e a t  t h i n g  t o  w r i t e  

a b o u t  E m m a ’s  d i l e m m a .  L i k e ,  w h a t  d o e s  i t  t a k e  t o  h a v e  a  v i s i o n  o f  a n ­

o t h e r  k i n d  o f  l i f e  a n d  l iv e  in  t h i s  o n e .  E s p e c i a l l y ,  a s  a n  a n a r c h i s t ,  y o u  

w a n t  y o u r  p u b l i c  l i f e  a n d  y o u r  p r i v a t e  l i f e  t o  c o i n c id e .  I t ’s  n o t  a  q u e s ­

t i o n  o f  h o w  y o u  v o te ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  d o n ’t. A n a r c h i s m  i s n ’t  a  p o l i t i c a l  

p o s i t i o n ;  i t ’s  a  w a y  o f  l i f e .  S o  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w a s  s u c h  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  

i s s u e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  a  w o m a n  w i t h  a  d e s i r e  f o r  c o m p l e t e  f r e e d o m .  A  

d e s i r e  f o r  f r e e  l o v e  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  b e  j e a l o u s .  

H o w  d o  y o u  d e a l  w i t h  t h o s e  i s s u e s ?

T h a t  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  m y  d e s i r e  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  h e r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  l i f e .  I  e n d e d  u p  w r i t i n g  t h e  b o o k  L o v e ,
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A n a r c h y ,  a n d  E m m a  G o ld m a n .  W h e n  i t  c a m e  o u t ,  i t  w a s  v e r y  c o n t r o ­

v e r s i a l  b e c a u s e  n o  o n e  w a n t e d  to  k n o w  t h a t  t h e i r  g r e a t  h e r o  w a s  t h i s  

w a y ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  l e f t  w a s  v e r y  p r u d i s h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

H o w  d i d  y o u  g o  f r o m  a  b o o t  b o x  f u l l  o f  l e t t e r s  to  t h e  E m m a  G o l d m a n  

P a p e r s  P r o j e c t ?

C :  A n  e d i t o r  a p p r o a c h e d  m e  a t  a  p a r t y  a n d  s a id ,  “ W o u l d  y o u  w r i t e  

a  b o o k  a b o u t  t h a t ?  W o u l d  y o u  c o n s i d e r  m a k i n g  y o u r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a  

b o o k ? ”  . . .  I  w a n t e d  t o  w r i t e  a  b o o k  t h a t  w o u ld  r e a c h  n o r m a l  p e o p le .  

B u t  I  w a s  j u s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  E m m a  G o l d m a n  a n d  B e n  R e i t m a n  a t  t h e  

t i m e .  S o  t h e  e d i t o r  s a id  t o  m e ,  “ W h o  c a r e s  a b o u t  a  1 0 - y e a r  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip ?  W h y  n o t  p u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  h e r  w h o le  l i f e ? ”

N a i v e  m e ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  o h  y e a h ,  o f  c o u r s e  I ’l l  d o  t h a t .  I  h a d  n o  id e a  

w h a t  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  E m m a  G o l d m a n ’s  w h o l e  l i f e .  . . .

I  w e n t  f r o m  a r c h i v e  t o  a r c h i v e  t o  a r c h i v e  t o  d o  m y  r e s e a r c h .  . . .  

W h i l e  I  w a s  d o i n g  th i s ,  i t  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  W a s h ­

in g t o n ,  D C ,  c a l l e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  P u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  R e c o r d s  

C o m m i s s i o n .  T h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  w a s  s e t  u p  t o  c o l l e c t  a n d  o r g a n i z e  t h e  

p a p e r s  o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r s .  A n d  t h a t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  t h e  b a s i s  

o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  n a t i o n  g r e a t .  A n d  E m m a  G o l d m a n  w a s n ’t  o n  t h e i r  l i s t .  

I t  w a s  a l l  m e n .  T h e  G r e a t  W h i t e  M e n  P r o j e c t .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  a  h u g e  

r a d i c a l  m o v e m e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  e v e n  a m o n g  h i s t o r i a n s .  T h i s  g u y  n a m e d  

J e s s e  L e i m i s c h  g a t h e r e d  a  w h o le  b u n c h  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  a n d  p e t i t i o n e d  th e  

N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e ,  s a y in g ,  “ W e  d o n ’t  w a n t  a  G r e a t  W h i t e  M e n  P r o j e c t .  

W e  w a n t  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . ”  S o ,  i n  a  v e r y  t y p i c a l  t o p - d o w n  f a s h ­

io n ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e  c h o s e  t h e  p a p e r s  o f  t h e  “ g r e a t  i n d i v i d u a l s ”  

—  th e y  s t i l l  c o u l d n ’t  g o  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  m o v e m e n t s ,  y o u  k n o w . B u t  

E m m a  G o l d m a n  g o t  o n  t h e  l i s t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  E l i z a b e t h  C a d y  S ta n t o n ,  

S u s a n  B . A n th o n y ,  M a r g a r e t  S a n g e r ,  a n d  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g .  S o  

t h a t ’s  h o w  w e  g o t  s t a r t e d .

[ T h e  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ]  a l w a y s  j o k e  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  

t h e y  s a y ,  “A n a r c h i s t ?  W e  t h o u g h t  s h e  w a s  a n  a r c h i v i s t ! ”  A n d  t h e n  t h e y  

s a y  t h a t  t h e y  s t a r t e d  w i th  th e  F o u n d i n g  F a th e r s  a n d  w e ’r e  p a r t  o f  th e  

D e s t r o y i n g  M o th e r s .  B u t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f f e r e d  to  m e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  p a p e r s . . .  T h e r e  w a s  t h i s  f a b u l o u s ,  b r i l l i a n t ,  A f r i c a n  

A m e r i c a n  a c t i v i s t  w h o  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  P u b l i c a ­

t i o n s  a n d  R e c o r d s  C o m m i s s i o n .  S h e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  

a r c h i v i s t ,  S a r a  J a c k s o n . . .  [ a n d ]  s h e  l o v e d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  d o i n g  t h e  E m m a  

G o l d m a n  p a p e r s .  S h e  s a id ,  “ C a n d a c e ,  I ’m  g o n n a  d e c l a s s i f y  E m m a  

G o l d m a n ’s g o v e r n m e n t  d o c u m e n t s  f o r  y o u .”

T h i s  w o u l d ’v e  b e e n  b e f o r e  th e  F r e e d o m  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  A c t, r i g h t ?

C :  Y e s .  I t  w a s  u n b e l i e v a b l e . . .  I  h a d  t o  h a v e  a  b a s e  a t  t h e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  s o  

w e  s t a r t e d  o u t  a s  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  S tu d y  o f  S o c i a l  C h a n g e .  W e ’v e  

h a d  a  b i t  o f  a  r o c k y  r o a d  a t  t h e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  w h i c h  h a s  m i x e d  f e e l in g s  

a b o u t  t h e  E m m a  G o l d m a n  P a p e r s  P r o j e c t .  O n  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e y ’r e  v e r y  

p r o u d  o f  u s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  n o  o n e  w a n t s  t o  g iv e  m o n e y  d i r e c t l y .  

B u t  th e y  h a v e ,  o v e r  t i m e .

W h y  a r e  a r c h i v e s  i m p o r t a n t ?  W h y  i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  to  h a v e  p r i m a r y  

d o c u m e n t s ?

B a r r y :  T h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  is  t h a t  [ a r c h i v e s  m a k e ]  y o u  r e s p e c t  t h e  p e r s o n .  

O n e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  p e o p l e  l i k e  E m m a  G o l d m a n  . . .  i s  t h a t  p e o p l e  

c r e a t e  m y t h s  a n d  s to r i e s  a b o u t  th e m .  H i s t o r i a n s  r e a d  in t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e  

a n d  r e - w r i t e  t h e i r  w o r d s .  B u t  p r i m a r y  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  t h e  p e r s o n ’s  a c ­

t u a l  w o r d s .  . . .  [ a n d ]  t o  a c t u a l l y  r e a d  w h a t  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e  s a id ,  

t o  r e a d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s o n  w r o t e  fo r ,  

p u t s  t h a t  p e r s o n  i n  a  t r u e  c o n t e x t .  Y o u ’r e  c o n n e c t i n g  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h a t  

p e r s o n  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y ’r e  a l iv e .  N o  o n e  is  i n  y o u r  w a y .  H o w  y o u  u n ­

d e r s t a n d  t h a t  o r  i n t e r p r e t  w h a t  t h a t  p e r s o n  s a y s  i s  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  B u t  

p r i m a r y  r e s e a r c h  d o e s  a  h u g e  t h i n g  t h a t ’s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  in  h i s t o r y :  i t

b r i n g s  b a c k  t h e  f a c t s .  M u c h  o f  l e f t  h i s t o r y  is  b a s e d  o n  m y t h o lo g y .  I t ’s 

b a s e d  o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  h e r o e s  a n d  h e r o i n e s ,  u s u a l l y  i n  d e f e a t ,  t o  m a k e  

u s  a l l  f e e l  b e t t e r .  A n d  t h e r e ’s  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  a b o u t  r e a d i n g  

w h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  r e a l l y  s a id ,  w h a t  t h e y  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t ,  h o w  t h e y  r e a l l y  

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ,  h o w  th e y  r e l a t e d .  Y o u  c a n  t h e n  c r e a t e ,  i f  y o u  l i k e ,  a  

f a c t u a l  b a s e  f o r  s c h o l a r s  t o  t a k e  o f f  o n .  A n d  n o t  j u s t  s c h o la r s .  A n y o n e  

w h o ’s  i n t e r e s t e d :  a c t i v i s t s ,  w h o e v e r .  Y o u ’v e  g o t  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  D o n ’t 

b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g  u n t i l  y o u ’v e  r e a d  th e  a c t u a l  d o c u m e n t s .

I s  th e  E m m a  G o l d m a n  P a p e r s  P r o j e c t  r e a l l y  in  h o t  w a t e r  [ f i n a n ­

c i a l l y ] ?

C : O u r  p r o j e c t  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i th  a  k e r n e l  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  w h i c h  a  lo t  

o f  a n a r c h i s t s  w o u l d n ’t  t a k e .  B u t  1 f e l t  l i k e ,  o k a y ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e ­

p o r t e d  h e r ,  a n d  w e ’r e  b r i n g i n g  h e r  b a c k  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  m o n e y .

B u t  I ’v e  h a d  t o  s p e n d  s o  m u c h  o f  m y  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  r a i s e  m o n e y . ..  

I t ’s  v e r y  h a r d  t o  k e e p  th i s  p r o j e c t  s u p p o r t e d .  S o  w e  h a v e  t h i s  v e r y  

r e m a r k a b l e  g r o u p  c a l l e d  E m m a ’s  L i s t .  I  m a d e  i t  u p  o n e  d a y  a f t e r  g e t ­

t i n g  a b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  m a i l i n g s  f r o m  E m i l y ’s  L i s t  —  w h i c h  i s  a  g r o u p  

t h a t  w o r k s  t o  b r i n g  w o m e n  c a n d i d a t e s  in t o  o f f ic e .  S o  I t h o u g h t ,  o h ,  w e  

s h o u ld  h a v e  E m m a ’s  L i s t  —  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a  b u n c h  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  w i l l  

n e v e r  e l e c t  a n y b o d y  b u t  w i l l  h e l p  t o  b r i n g  E m m a ’s  w o r k  i n t o  l i b r a r i e s  

a c r o s s  t h e  w o r ld .  I t ’s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  u s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e  

a r e  f r o m  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  w a l k s  o f  l i f e .  S o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o n  E m m a ’s  L i s t  

s e n d  u s  f iv e  d o l l a r s  a n d  t h e y  w o r k  i n  m e t h a d o n e  c l i n i c s  a n d  o t h e r  p e o ­

p l e  o n  t h e  l i s t  s e n d  u s  t w e n t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  t h a t  t h e y  h a p p e n  to  

h a v e  in h e r i t e d .  O r  w e ’l l  g e t  m o n e y  f r o m  s o m e b o d y  w h o s e  g r a n d f a t h e r  

w a s  E m m a  G o l d m a n ’s  g r e a t  f r i e n d  a n d  m o v e d  t o  M i s s o u r i  t o  b e  n e a r  

h e r  w h e n  s h e  w a s  i n  p r i s o n  s o  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  c o m p a n y .  O r  B e n  

R e i t m a n ’s  k i n d  d a u g h t e r  [ M e c c a  R e i t m a n  C a r p e n t e r ] ,  w h o  n o t  o n ly  

f o r g a v e  h e r  f a t h e r  f o r  a l l  h i s  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  w r o t e  a  l o v e ly  

b o o k  a b o u t  i t .  R e i t m a n  h e l p e d  E m m a  s u s t a i n  h e r  w o r k  a n d  g e t  i t  o u t  

t h e r e ,  a n d  n o w  M e c c a  h e l p s  t h e  E m m a  G o l d m a n  P a p e r s  d o  t h e  s a m e  

th i n g .

S o  a l l  I ’m  s a y i n g  is  t h a t  i t ’s  b e e n  a  s t r u g g l e  t o  s t a y  a f lo a t .

W ell, w h y  is  E m m a  G o l d m a n  i m p o r t a n t  [ t o d a y ] ?

C : T h a t ’s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  t o  m e ,  h a v i n g  w o r k e d  o n  

t h i s  f o r ,  w e l l ,  y o u r  l i f e t i m e ,  m o s t  l i k e ly  [ l a u g h s ] ,  w h a t ’s  b e e n  i m p o r ­

t a n t  a b o u t  h e r ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a s  c h a n g e d .  A t  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s ,  i t  w a s  h e r  

v i s i o n  o f  w o m e n ’s  f r e e d o m .  A t  o t h e r  p o i n t s ,  i t  w a s  h e r  v i s i o n  o f  w a r  

a n d  w h y  n a t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  d i v i d e  p e o p l e  i n  a w f u l  w a y s .  A n d  o t h e r  

t i m e s ,  l i k e  n o w , i t ’s  m o r e  a b o u t  a n a r c h i s m  a n d  a b o u t  a  d i f f e r e n t  v i s io n  

o f  l i f e .

I n  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  w h e n  R i c h a r d  D r i n n o n  w r o t e  h i s  b o o k  [R e b e l  in  

P a r a d i s e ] ,  i t  w a s  a b o u t  f r e e  s p e e c h  a n d  t h e  f r e e  s p e e c h  m o v e m e n t  

—  l i k e  h e r e  a t  C a l  [ U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B e r k e le y ]  —  w h i c h  w a s  

r e a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e  e x p r e s s io n .  T h e  b a s i s  o f  a n y  r a d i c a l  c h a l ­

l e n g e ,  a n y  c h a l l e n g e  a t  a l l  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  i s  h a v i n g  t h e  f r e e d o m  to  

s p e a k .  E v e n  y o u r  m a g a z i n e ,  a t  a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  U S  h i s t o r y ,  w o u l d ’v e  

b e e n  b a n n e d .  W e  c a n  d o c u m e n t  th a t .  S o  E m m a  G o l d m a n  w a s  o n e  o f  

t h e  g r e a t  h e r o i n e s  w h o  s t o o d  f o r  y o u r  f r e e d o m  t o  s p e a k . ..

I f  y o u  c o m p a r e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  w h e n  G o l d m a n  a n d  B e r k m a n  

w e r e  d e p o r t e d  [ 1 9 1 9 ]  to  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c l im a te ,  c a n  y o u  s e e  

m a n y  s i m i l a r i t i e s ?

C :  I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t ,  w i t h  o u r  v a r i o u s  “ h o m e l a n d  s e c u r i t y ”  a c t s ,  t h e r e ’s 

s o m e  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  c r e e p i n g  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  e v e r y o n e ’s  e v e r y t h i n g .  

T h e r e ’s  a l s o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  f o r  s o m e  p e o p l e  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  i s  t h a t  p a t r i o t i s m  is  t o  f o l l o w  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  c h a l l e n g e  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  d o e s n ’t  s t a n d  f o r  j u s t i c e .  I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  

p a r a l l e l s ,  t h e r e .



B : B u t  [ to d a y ]  t h e r e ’s  n o t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  v io l e n c e  w h a t s o e v e r . . .  B u t  o n e  

o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  t o  b e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  i s  d r a w i n g  t o o  m a n y  

s i m p l i s t i c  c o n c lu s io n s .  T h i s  i s  a  f a r  m o r e  c o m p le x  s o c i e t y  t h a t  i t  w a s  in  

G o l d m a n ’s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  I n  1 9 1 8 , y o u  c o u l d  b e  a  W o b b l i e  [ a  m e m b e r  

o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  W o r k e r s  o f  t h e  W o r ld ]  o r g a n i z e r  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e  c o u l d  

k i c k  y o u r  d o o r  i n ,  c u t  y o u r  t e s t i c l e s  o f f ,  a n d  ly n c h  y o u ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  

w o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  t h e m . ..  S o  i t ’s  n o t  q u i t e  t h e  s a m e  n o w . B u t  m y  a r g u ­

m e n t  w o u l d  b e  t h a t ,  i n  a  w a y ,  t h e  c u l t u r e  t h a t  w e ’r e  i n  n o w  is  f a r  m o r e  

s i n i s t e r  t h a n  i t  w a s  t h e n .  T h a t ’s  w h y  I m a k e  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i t ’s  n o t  t h e  

s a m e .  V i o l e n c e  n o w  is  f a r  m o r e  c e r e b r a l .  I t ’s  f a r  m o r e  c u n n i n g  a n d  

c l e v e r .  I t ’s  f a r  m o r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  I t ’s  a  v e r y  d o d g y  p e r i o d  

in  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e n ’t  m a n y  c l e a r - c u t  c o m p a r i s o n s .  B u t  

o n e  c o u l d  i m a g i n e  h o w  s h e  w o u l d  b e  n o w . I d o n ’t  t h i n k  s h e  w o u l d ’v e  

c h a n g e d  h e r  v ie w s .

T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  c l a s s - r i d d e n  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  a n d  t h a t  p o v ­

e r t y  a n d  t h a t  b r u t a l i t y  is  t h e r e ,  b u t  n o w , y o u  c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  

h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h e i r  l e s s o n .  T h e y  k n o w  h o w  to  a t t a c k  f a r  m o r e  c r u e l l y  

a n d  f a r  m o r e  s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y .

F o r  e x a m p l e ?

B : H o w  m a n y  A r a b  m e n  a r e  in  p r i s o n  n o w ?  H o w  m a n y  h a v e  b e e n  

im p r i s o n e d  in  t h e  l a s t  10 m o n t h s ?  H o w  m a n y ?  I  d o n ’t  k n o w . I k n o w  

t h e r e ’s  a  lo t .  I  k n o w  t h e r e ’s  o v e r  5 0 0 ,  b u t  I d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y .  W h o  

d o e s ?  W h e r e ’s  t h e  n a m e s ?  E v e n  in  t h e  r a d i c a l  l e f t  p a p e r s ,  w h e r e  a r e  

th e y ?

H o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  d y i n g  o f  b l a c k  l u n g  in  A p p a l a c h i a  [ w h e r e  

c o a l  c o m p a n i e s  r e l e a s e  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l s  i n t o  t h e  a i r  a n d  w a te r ] ?  

H o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  d y i n g  o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s  in  A p p a l a c h i a ?  I d o n ’t  

k n o w . I t ’s  n o t  in  t h e  p a p e r s .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is  j u s t  n o t  t h e r e . . .

A d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g  o n  E m m a  G o l d m a n :  o f  a l l  t h e  a m a z i n g  t h i n g s  s h e  

s a id ,  t h e  q u o t e  t h a t ' s  m o s t  o f te n  a t t r i b u t e d  to  h e r  i s  s o m e  v a r i a t i o n  o f  

" I f  I  c a n ’t  d a n c e ,  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  b e  i n  y o u r  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A n d  s h e  n e v e r  

a c t u a l l y  s a i d  t h a t .  W h y  d o  y o u  th i n k  t h a t  [ q u o t e  i s ]  a t t r i b u t e d  to  h e r  

t h e  m o s t ?

C : I lo v e  t h a t  t h a t ’s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h e r .  I ’m  s o r r y  t h a t  s h e  d i d n ’t  a c t u a l l y  

s a y  th a t .  B u t  s h e  d i d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  i n  h e r  a u t o b io g r a p h y .  S h e  

s a id  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  d a n c e s ,  s h e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g a y e s t ,  m o s t  u n t i r i n g  d a n c ­

e r s  a n d  s h e  w a s  c r i t i c i z e d  b y  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  l e f t  w h o  s a id  t h a t  s h e ’d  h u r t  

t h e  c a u s e  b y  b e i n g  s o  f l a m b o y a n t .  A n d  s h e  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  d i d n ’t  w a n t  t h e  

m o v e m e n t  t o  b e c o m e  a  c l o i s t e r  a n d  t h a t  s h e  d i d n ’t  w a n t  t o  b e c o m e  a  

n u n .  I n  f a c t ,  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  a n a r c h i s t  e v e n t s ,  s h e  w o u l d  d r e s s  a s  a  n u n  

a n d  d o  t h e  “ a n a r c h i s t  s l i d e ” . S h e  w a s  j u s t  f e i s ty .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  w h a t ’s 

i n t e r e s t i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  q u o te ,  a n d  w h a t  s p a r k s  p e o p l e ’s  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  

is  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  i t  t o  b e  t r u e .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

e x c i t i n g  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  m o v e m e n t  n o w  is  . . .  i t ’s  r e a l l y  a b o u t  g o in g  

o u t  t h e r e 'w i t h  p u p p e t s  a n d ,  I  d o n ’t  k n o w ,  m a k i n g  i t  f u n .  T h e r e  w a s  a  

t i m e  w h e n  s o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  I k n e w  a n d  a c t u a l l y  r e s p e c t e d  w h o  w e r e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  o ld  l e f t  h a d  a  m u c h  g r a y e r - s u i t e d  S o v ie t  m o d e l  o f  r e s i s t a n c e .  

L ik e ,  i f  y o u ’r e  g o i n g  t o  s id e  w i t h  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  y o u  h a v e  to  b e  l i k e  

th e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  e a t  l i k e  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  e t c .  I  h a d  f r i e n d s  w h o  

w e r e  a n t i - V i e t n a m  W a r  a c t i v i s t s  w h o  w o u l d  s l e e p  in  a  l i t t l e  b a m b o o  

t h i n g  in  t h e i r  c l o s e t .  I w o u l d  t h i n k ,  I ’m  s o r r y ,  b u t  y o u  r e a l l y  d o n ’t  h a v e  

to  d o  t h a t  t o  s h o w  y o u r  s o l id a r i t y .

E m m a  lo v e d  f r e e d o m  a n d  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a u t i ­

f u l ,  r a d i a n t  t h i n g s ,  a n d  p e o p l e  l o v e  t h a t .  I f  y o u  c a n ’t  d a n c e ,  t h e n  i t ’s  n o t  

m y  r e v o l u t io n .  I f  i t ’s  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c e l e b r a t e s  l i f e ,  f o r g e t  it.

D o  y o u  k n o w  th e  s t o r y  b e h i n d  h o w  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  q u o t e  b e c a m e  s o  

w i d e s p r e a d ?

C : Y e s .  I t ’s  o n  o u r  w e b  s i t e  [ h t t p : / / s u n s i t e . b e r k e l e y . e d u / G o l d m a n / ] . 

A l i x  K a t e s  S h u l m a n ,  w h o ’s  a  l o v e ly  p e r s o n  a n d  o n e  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  

w r o t e  M e m o i r s  o f  a n  E x - P r o m  Q u e e n ,  w a s  a s k e d  b y  s o m e b o d y  w h o  

w a s  p u t t i n g  a n  E m m a  t - s h i r t  t o g e t h e r  t o  g i v e  a n  E m m a  G o l d m a n  

q u o te .  A n d  A le x  m a d e  t h a t  q u o t e  u p .

I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  i n t e r e s t  p e o p l e  i n  G o l d m a n 's  li fe , w h a t  o n e  s t o r y  f r o m  

h e r  l i f e  d o  y o u  t e l l  p e o p l e ?

C : Y o u ’r e  a s k i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  k n o w  t o o  m a n y  s to r i e s .  . . .  S o m e t i m e s  I 

t r y  t o  d e s c r i b e  E m m a  G o l d m a n  b y  s a y i n g  s h e  w a s  a n  a n a r c h i s t ,  [b u t]  

w h o  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  w h a t  a n  a n a r c h i s t  i s ?  T h e n ,  I h a v e  to  e x p l a in  

t h a t  t h e r e ’s  a  w h o le  s p e c t r u m  o f  a n a r c h i s m .  S h e  w a s n ’t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

a  b o m b - t h r o w i n g  a n a r c h i s t  b u t  s h e  w a s n ’t n e c e s s a r i l y  n o t  a  b o m b ­

t h r o w i n g  a n a r c h i s t .  I t ’s  v e r y  t o u g h . . .

I ’m  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  p e o p l e  w h o  d o e s n ’t  m i n d  w h e n  p e o p l e  p r o j e c t  

t h e i r  o w n  i m a g e  o n  E m m a  G o l d m a n .  I  t h i n k  o u r  b o o k s  [a  f o u r - v o lu m e  

s e t  o f  b o o k s  c a l l e d  E m m a  G o l d m a n :  A  D o c u m e n t a r y  H i s t o r y  o f  H e r  

A m e r i c a n  Y e a rs  t h a t  t h e  E G P P  w i l l  p u b l i s h  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s ]  

a r e  g o i n g  t o  r u i n  t h a t ,  a n y w a y . . .  W h e n  o u r  b o o k s  c o m e  o u t ,  t h o u g h ,  

p e o p l e  w o n ’t  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o j e c t  e v e r y t h i n g  o n to  E m m a  b e c a u s e  t h e y ’ ll 

b e  a b l e  t o  a c t u a l l y  s e e  w h o  s h e  w a s  in  a l l  o f  h e r  c o m p le x i ty .

T e ll  m e  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e s e  b o o k s .

C :  T h e  f i r s t  v o lu m e ,  [ s p a n s ]  f r o m  1 8 9 0  t o  1 9 0 1 , i s  c a l l e d  M a d e  f o r  

A m e r i c a .  I t  c o v e r s  h e r  c o m i n g  in t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  1 8 9 0 . I t  w a s  a  

v e r y  v i o l e n t  e r a .  T h e  b o o k  e n d s  w i t h  t h e  M c K i n l e y  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  i n  

w h i c h  t h e  a s s a s s i n  [ L e o n  C z o l g o s z ]  w a s n ’t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  G o l d m a n  

a t  a l l ,  y e t  s h e  b e c a m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i s  a c t .  I t ’s  a  v e r y  d a r k ,  i n t e r e s t ­

in g  b o o k .

T h e  s e c o n d  b o o k  is  c a l l e d  M a k i n g  S p e e c h  F r e e .  I t  c o v e r s  1 9 0 2  

to  1 9 0 9 . T h e r e ’s  a  lo t  a b o u t  t h e  e a r l y  f r e e - s p e e c h  m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  

w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i m e .  T h e n  t h e r e ’s  L i g h t  a n d  S h a d o w s  o f  t h e  A v a n t  

G a r d e ,  191 0  to  1916 . A n d  th e  f o u r t h  v o lu m e ,  T h e  W a r  Y e a rs , 1 9 1 7 -1 9 1 9  

c o v e r s  h e r  p o l i t i c a l  t r i a l .  H e r  a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n  t r i a l  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g .  A l l  

t h e  a n t i - w a r  s t u f f ,  h e r  p r i s o n  l e t t e r s ,  h e r  d e p o r t a t i o n  t r i a l ,  i t ’s  a l l  v e r y  

in t e r e s t i n g .

W e  h o p e ,  e v e n tu a l l y ,  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  t h e  E u r o p e a n  y e a r s ,  to o .

T h a t  t i m e  i s  p r e t t y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  to o ,  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  i n  h e r  l a t e  s i x t i e s  

w h e n  s h e  w e n t  t o  f i g h t  i n  t h e  S p a n i s h  C iv i l  W ar, r i g h t ?

C : Y e a h .  T h e y  c a l l e d  h e r  “ T h e  G r a n d m o t h e r  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t io n .”

W h e n  y o u  w e r e  d o i n g  t h e  b i o g r a p h y  [ L o v e ,  A n a r c h y ,  a n d  E m m a  G o l d ­

m a n ] ,  w a s  G o l d m a n  a n  i c o n  to  y o u ?  A n d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  a s  y o u  g o t  

d e e p e r  i n t o  h e r  l e t t e r s ?

C : Y e a h ,  s h e  w a s .  I  m e a n ,  h e r e  I a m ,  g i v i n g  m y  l i f e  t o  t h e  w o m a n .  H e r  

a u t o b i o g r a p h y  w a s  L i v in g  M y  L ife . M i n e  w o u l d  h a v e  to  b e  L i v i n g  H e r  

L i f e . . .

N o w ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b e c a u s e  I c a m e  to  E m m a  a s  a  f e m i n i s t  

a n d  a s  a n  a n t i - w a r  p e r s o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  a b o u t  a n a r c h i s m  

t h a t  I  h a d  t o  l e a r n .  A n d  1 d id  h a v e  a  m o m e n t  a f t e r  I w r o t e  t h e  i n t r o d u c ­

t i o n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  v o l u m e  o f  o u r  b o o k s  w h e n  I  c o u l d n ’t  s t o p  s o b b i n g . . .  

T h e n ,  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  I d id  h a v e  a  d i f f e r e n t  i m a g e  o f  

E m m a  t h a t  I  h a d  t o  l e t  g o  o f t  I h a d  to  e m b r a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  

c l o s e r  t o  v i o l e n c e  t h a n  I ,  p e r s o n a l ly ,  w o u l d  b e .  T h e r e ’s  a l s o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  a n y b o d y  w h o  d o e s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is  s e c r e t  k e e p s  s e c r e t s .  T h e y ’r e  

n o t  t o t a l l y  t r u t h f u l .  I t ’s  n o t  l i k e  a  b a d  j u d g e m e n t  [ to  s a y ]  t h a t  t h e y ’r e  

n o t  t r u t h f u l ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y ’r e  n o t  t r u t h f u l  f o r  a  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n .  I a s k e d  

m y s e l f ,  w a s  I o n e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  w a s  f o o l e d  b y  h e r ?  S o ,  in  t h a t  

s e n s e ,  I h a d  t o  e m b r a c e  h e r  f u l l  h u m a n i t y .
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P O L I T I C S

T h e  F u t u r e  o f  W o m e n ' s  S p o r t s  i s  i n  J e o p a r d y

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  th e  w in t e r  O ly m ­

p ic s  in  N a g a n o ,  J a p a n ,  A n g e la  R u g g ie r o ,  a  

m e m b e r  o f  th e  U S A  N a t io n a l  I c e  H o c k e y  T e a m  

w e n t  t o  a  lo c a l  h o c k e y  r i n k  to  p la y  a  p ic k - u p  
g a m e .  W h e n  s h e  t r i e d  to  p a y  th e  $ 5 .0 0  e n t r y  

f e e ,  th e  f r o n t  d e s k  c l e r k  i n f o r m e d  h e r  o f  th e  

r i n k ’s  “ n o  g i r l s  a l lo w e d ”  r u le .  R u g g ie r o  i n ­
f o r m e d  h im  s h e ’d  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  N a g a n o  

w i th  a n  O ly m p ic  g o ld  m e d a l ,  th e  d e s k  c l e r k ’s 

o n ly  r e s p o n s e  w a s ,  “ s o r r y ,  n o  e x c e p t io n s .”
I t  w a s  t h e  r o u t i n e  d i s c r i m in a t io n  t h a t  

A n g e la  R u g g ie r o  a n d  n u m e r o u s  o th e r  w o m e n  
f a c e d  w h e n  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  e q u a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  

to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  s p o r t s  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  C o n g r e s s  
to  p a s s  T i t le  I X  in  1 9 7 2 .

P a r t  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  A m e n d m e n t s ,  
T i t le  I X  p r o h ib i t s  g e n d e r  d i s c r i m in a t io n  in  

e d u c a t io n ,  i n c lu d in g  a t h le t i c s .  T i t le  I X  r e q u i r e s  
s c h o o ls  t o  o f f e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  

f e m a le s  t h a t  is  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  th e  n u m b e r  
o f  f e m a le  s tu d e n t s ,  g u a r a n t e e i n g  th e  r ig h t s  o f  

f e m a le  a t h le t e s  to  th e  s a m e  c o a c h in g ,  s c h o la r ­

s h ip s ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  
m a le  a th le t e s .

R e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  

p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  in  th e  2 0 th c e n ­
tu r y ,  T i t l e  I X  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  p a r t i c i p a t io n  in  

s p o r t s  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  A c c o r d in g  to  th e  N a t i o n a l  
C o a l i t i o n  f o r  W o m e n  a n d  G i r l s  in  E d u c a t i o n  

( N C W G E )  p r i o r  to  T i t le  I X ,  w o m e n  m a d e  u p  

o n ly  2  p e r c e n t  o f  c o l le g e  a t h l e t e s  a n d  7  p e r c e n t  

o f  h ig h  s c h o o l  a th le t e s .  In  2 0 0 1 , w o m e n ’s  c o l ­

le g e  a t h l e t i c  p a r t i c i p a t io n  r o s e  to  1 5 0 ,0 0 0  —  a  

g a i n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  4 0 0  p e r c e n t .  A n d  w o m e n ’s 

p a r t i c i p a t io n  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  a t h l e t i c s  is  u p  o v e r  

8 0 0  p e r c e n t ,  to  m o r e  t h a n  2 .7  m i l l i o n .

T h e  i m p a c t  o f  T i t l e  I X  is  c l e a r :  t h e  m o r e  

o p p o r tu n i t i e s  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  h a v e  to  p la y  
s p o r t s ,  th e  m o r e  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  w i l l  p la y  

s p o r t s .  A n d  th i s  i s  a n  im p o r t a n t  c o n n e c t io n .

P a r t i c ip a t io n  in  s p o r t s  is  e n o r m o u s l y  b e n e f i ­

c i a l  to  w o m e n ’s  h e a l th  a n d  f u tu r e s ,  a c c o r d in g  

to  t h e  W o m e n ’s  S p o r t s  F o u n d a t i o n .  R e s e a r c h  
in d i c a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t io n  in  r e g u l a r  p h y s ic a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  d e c r e a s e s  a  w o m a n ’s r i s k  o f  b r e a s t  

c a n c e r ,  i n c r e a s e s  s e l f - e s t e e m  a n d  s e l f - c o p -  

f id e n c e ,  i n c r e a s e s  b o n e  m a s s  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
th e  r i s k  o f  o s t e o p o r o s i s .  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  w o m e n  

w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  s p o r t s  r e p o r t  h ig h e r  g r a d e s ,  

lo w e r  d r o p  o u t  r a t e s ,  d e c r e a s e d  t e e n  p r e g n a n c y  

r a t e s  a n d  a r e  le s s  l i k e ly  t o  u s e  d r u g s .
Y e t d e s p i t e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t io n  

in  s p o r t s ,  w o m e n  s t i l l  f a c e  s ig n i f i c a n t  b a r r i e r s  
to  a c h i e v in g  e q u a l  t r e a tm e n t .  N C W G E  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  m a le  c o l le g e  a t h le t e s  r e c e iv e  m o r e  s c h o la r ­
s h ip  m o n e y  th a n  f e m a le  c o l le g e  a t h le t e s ,  a n d  

m e n ’s c o l le g e  a t h l e t i c s  r e c e iv e  m o r e  f u n d ­

in g  f o r  s c h o la r s h i p s ,  r e c r u i tm e n t ,  c o a c h in g  
s a l a r i e s  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e s .  I n  h ig h  s c h o o l  

a t h l e t i c s ,  N C W G E  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w o m e n  r e c e iv e  

i n f e r io r  e q u i p m e n t ,  f ie ld s ,  a n d  s c h e d u l in g  c o m ­

p a r e d  w i th  m e n ’s  t e a m s .
A  n e w  t a s k  f o r c e  c r e a t e d  b y  th e  B u s h  

a d m in i s t r a t i o n  m a y  f u r t h e r  w id e n  t h a t  g a p . 

T h e  C o m m is s i o n  o n  O p p o r t u n i t y  in  A th le t i c s  
is  c u r r e n t ly  r e v i e w i n g  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  T i t l e  IX  

p o l i c y  a n d  p l a n n in g  a  s e r ie s  o f  p u b l ic  h e a r ­

in g s  n a t io n w id e  to  r e v e a l  t h e i r  f in d in g s .  T h e  
C o m m is s i o n ,  m a d e  u p  o f  f o r m e r  a t h l e t e s ,  

c o a c h e s ,  a t h l e t i c  d i r e c to r s ,  t h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  

th e  O ly m p ic  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  
th e  W o m e n ’s S p o r t s  F o u n d a t i o n ,  h a s  r e c o m ­

m e n d e d  s w e e p in g  c h a n g e s  t o  T i t l e  I X  p o l i c y  

t h a t  h a s  w o m e n ’s g r o u p s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  th e  

f u t u r e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  w o m e n  in  a th le t i c s .
“ T h i s  is  n o t  th e  m e s s a g e  w e  w a n t  t o  s e n d  

to  o u r  d a u g h t e r s  o r  o u r  s o n s .  W e  w a n t  b o y s  a n d  

g i r l s  to  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e q u a l ly  v a l u e d ,  w i l l  

r e c e iv e  th e  s a m e  c h a n c e s  t o  p la y  a n d  b e  t r e a t e d  
e q u a l ly  in  s p o r t s  a n d  in  l i fe . I f  w e  d o n ’t

s e n d  th i s  m e s s a g e  in  s c h o o ls  s u p p o r t e d  b y  o u r  

t a x  d o l l a r s ,  w e  h a v e  f a i l e d  o u r  c h i ld r e n ,”  s a y s  
B i l l i e  J e a n  K in g ,  f o u n d e r  a n d  c h a i r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  

o f  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  W o m e n  i n  S p o r t s  F o u n d a ­
t io n .

I f  c h a n g e s  to  th e  l e g i s la t io n  p a s s ,  t h a t  

c o u ld  b e  e x a c t ly  th e  m e s s a g e  w e ’re  s e n d in g  to  
o u r  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s .  R e s e a r c h  c o n d u c te d  b y  

th e  W o m e n ’s  S p o r t s  F o u n d a t io n  a n d  N C W G E  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  th e  l a n d s c a p e  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l  a n d  

c o l le g e  a t h l e t i c s  f o r  w o m e n  w i l l  b e  n e g a t iv e ly  

a f f e c t e d  b y  th e  C o m m is s i o n ’s p r o p o s e d  c h a n g ­
e s  t o  T i t l e  IX  le g i s la t io n .  C u r r e n t  p r o p o s a l s  i n ­

c lu d e  r e d u c i n g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
w o m e n ’s p a r t i c i p a t io n  in  s p o r t s  a t  th e  c o l le g e  

le v e l  b y  u p  to  7 8 ,0 0 0 ,  a n d  r e d u c i n g  o p p o r t u n i ­

t i e s  f o r  w o m e n  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  a t h l e t i c s  b y  u p  

to  1.4 m i l l i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  th e  C o m m is s i o n  

p r o p o s e s  o f f e r in g  u p  to  $ 1 8 8  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
le s s  in  a th le t i c  s c h o la r s h i p s  t o  f e m a le  c o l le g e  

a th le t e s .  T h e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  is  m o s t  a l a r m i n g  
is  a  p r o p o s a l  r e q u i r i n g  w o m e n  to  p r o v e  th e i r  

i n t e r e s t  in  s p o r t s  in  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  e q u a l  r ig h t s  

to  p a r t i c i p a te .
M e m b e r s  o f  th e  C o m m is s i o n  a p p e a r  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w o m e n  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  le s s  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  s p o r t s  t h a n  m e n ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  

d e s e r v e  f e w e r  r e s o u r c e s  t h a n  m e n .  T h e  h i s ­

to r y  o f  T i t le  IX  i n d i c a t e s  o th e r w i s e .  “ T i t le  
I X  is  th e  r e a s o n  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  h a v e  m a d e  
d r a m a t i c  a d v a n c e s  i n  a t h l e t i c s ,  b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  

a t  e q u a l i t y  y e t .  P r e s id e n t  B u s h  m u s t  n o t  t u r n  

b a c k  th e  c lo c k  o n  w o m e n ’s r ig h t s  b y  w e a k e n ­

in g  T i t le  I X ,”  s a y s  E l e a n o r  S m e a l ,  p r e s id e n t  
o f  th e  F e m i n is t  M a jo r i ty  F o u n d a t i o n ,  s t r o n g  

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  T i t le  I X  le g i s la t io n .  “ I t  is  la c k  
o f  o p p o r tu n i ty ,  n o t  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  k e e p s  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  a t h l e t e s  d o w n .”

J o d i H e lm e r  w o rd s  

D a v e  C r o s la n d  i l lu s t r a t io n



a  q u i c k  l e s s o n  o n  t h e  l o n g e s t  

o n g o i n g  w a r  s t i l l  b e i n g  w a g e d  

b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

T H E  W A R  O N  I M M I G R A N T S

R a v i G ro v e r  w o rd s  

C h r i s t i n e  W o n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s

T h r o u g h o u t  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  a t t a c k e d  

a n d  b l a m e d  i m m i g r a n t s  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ’s  p r o b l e m s .  I m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  

E n g l a n d ,  S c o t l a n d ,  I r e l a n d ,  G e r m a n y ,  A s i a ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  t h e  

C a r i b b e a n  h a v e  b e e n  b l a m e d  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  c r i m e  to  u n e m ­

p l o y m e n t  t o  m o r a l  d e c l i n e .  B u t  a s  x e n o p h o b i a  r e n e w s  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  

a r r i v a l  o f  n e w e r  i m m i g r a n t s  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  —  s o m e  

s a y  t h e  w a r  o n  i m m i g r a n t s  i s  r e a c h i n g  a  f e v e r  p i t c h .  T o d a y  x e n o ­

p h o b i a  m a n i f e s t s  in  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  a n t i - i m m i g r a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  U S  

i m p e r i a l i s m ,  c o r p o r a t e  s c a p e g o a t i n g ,  t o  l e g a l  l o o p h o l e s  in  t h e  j u s t i c e  

s y s t e m .

A n t i - I m m i g r a t i o n  L e g i s l a t i o n :  H i s t o r y

A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y ,  p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  i s  f u l l  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w o n  w i t h  

i m m i g r a n t  l a b o r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s t e a d y  s t r e a m  o f  a n t i - i m m i g r a t i o n  

l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s i a n  l a b o r e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  f r o m  C h i n a  a n d  I n d i a ,  w e r e  

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r  W e s t  t o  c o n s t r u c t  r a i l r o a d s  a n d  a d d r e s s  l a ­

b o r  s h o r t a g e s  i n  t h e  1 8 0 0 s .  B u t  t h e y  w e r e  m e t  w i t h  x e n o p h o b i a  a n d  

a n t i - i m m i g r a t i o n  l a w s .  T h e  P a g e  L a w  (1 8 7 5 ) ,  C h i n e s e  E x c l u s i o n  A c t  

( 1 8 8 2 ) ,  B a r r e d  Z o n e  A c t  ( 1 9 1 7 )  a n d  I m m i g r a t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 2 4  w e r e  

p a s s e d  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  s t o p  A s i a n  i m m i g r a t i o n .

O t h e r  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  c a m e  u n d e r  s c r u t i n y  a s  w e l l .  I n  1 9 2 4 , 

t h e  B o r d e r  P a t r o l  w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e  f l o w  o f  M e x i c a n  l a b o r ­

e r s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  U S .  B u t  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  c a t a l y z e d  

t h e  B r a c e r o  T r e a t y  w i t h  M e x i c o  (1 9 4 2 )  —  a l l o w i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  M e x i ­

c a n  l a b o r e r s  t o  w o r k  a s  f a r m  h a n d s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  w o r k e r s  in  t h e  

U S ,  w i t h p u t  g a i n i n g  c i t i z e n s h i p  r i g h t s .

T h e  w a r  o n  i m m i g r a n t s  i n t e n s i f i e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  W o r ld  

W a r  I I ,  w h e n  E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  9 0 6 6  ( 1 9 4 2 )  f o r c e d  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  

o v e r  1 2 0 ,0 0 0  J a p a n e s e  A m e r i c a n s  i n t o  i n t e r n m e n t  c a m p s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  

t r e a s o n  t o  t h e  U S .  A c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e ,  A d o l f  H i t l e r  b l a m e d  G e r m a n y ’s 

e c o n o m i c  w o e s  o n  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  —  w h o  w e r e  l e g a l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

“ s t a t e l e s s , ”  t h e  s a m e  s t a t u s  o f  a n  i l l e g a l  a l i e n .

A n t i - I m m i g r a t i o n  L e g i s l a t i o n  T o d a y :  C a l i f o r n i a

C a l i f o r n i a ’s  a n t i - i m m i g r a n t  p o l i c y  r e a c h e d  a n o t h e r  g r o u n d s w e l l  in  

1 9 9 4  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  P r o p o s i t i o n  187 . T h i s  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  s t a t e  

b a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e  —  w h i c h  p a s s e d  w i t h  o n l y  51 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e s  

—  d e n i e d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  

f r e e  s c h o o l  l u n c h e s ,  a n d  f o o d  s t a m p s  t o  s u s p e c t e d  i l l e g a l  a l i e n s .  I t 

a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t e a c h e r s ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s ,  a n d  e m p l o y e r s  t o  r e p o r t  

s u s p e c t s  t o  t h e  I N S .  S u p p o r t e r s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  w o u l d  s a v e  

$ 2 0  m i l l i o n  a n d  i m m i g r a n t s  w o u l d  l e a v e  t h e  s t a t e .  B u t  c r i t i c s  p o i n t e d  

o u t  t h a t  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  w o u l d  b e  l i k e l y  t o  c o n t i n u e  r e s i d i n g  in  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  l o s s  o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  b e n e f i t s  —  a n d  t h e

l o n g - t e r m  r e s u l t  o f  d e n y i n g  b a s i c  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  c o u l d  b e  d e v a s t a t ­

i n g  t o  t h e  w h o l e  s t a t e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  u n d e r  P r o p .  1 8 7 , u n d o c u m e n t e d  

p a r e n t s  m i g h t  h a v e  w i t h d r a w n  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  s c h o o l s  f o r  f e a r  o f  

b e i n g  d e p o r t e d .  M a n y  c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  h a v e  e n d e d  u p  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  

o r  a l o n e  a t  h o m e ,  m a k i n g  th e m  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  m o r e  p r o n e  t o  e n g a g i n g  

in  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y .  M o r e  c r i m e  c a u s e s  i n c r e a s e d  e c o n o m i c  s t r a i n  

o n  t h e  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ,  c a u s i n g  t a x p a y e r s  t o  s p e n d  a d d i t i o n a l  m o n e y  

o n  b u i l d i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  p r i s o n s .  B u t  C a l i f o r n i a  a l r e a d y  s p e n d s  

m o r e  m o n e y  o n  p r i s o n s  t h a n  s c h o o l s ;  w h i c h  is  o n e  r e a s o n  w h y  C a l i ­

f o r n i a  r a n k s  a m o n g  t h e  l o w e s t  10  s t a t e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  q u a l i t y .

A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  P r o p .  1 8 7 ’s  f a i l u r e  i s  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s .  

I f  u n d o c u m e n t e d  p e o p l e  a r e  a f r a i d  t o  g o  t o  h o s p i t a l s ,  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  

c o n t a g i o u s  s i c k n e s s e s  c o u l d  i n c r e a s e  a n d  r e s u l t  i n  m o r e  l o n g - t e r m  

h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a b o u t  a  y e a r  a f t e r  i t s  p a s s a g e ,  a  U S  

D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  w a s  

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .

T h e  w a r  o n  i m m i g r a n t s  c o n t i n u e d  in  1 9 9 8 , w h e n  C a l i f o r n i a  v o t ­

e r s  p a s s e d  P r o p o s i t i o n  2 2 7  t o  e n d  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n .  I m m i g r a n t s  

n e e d  E n g l i s h  s k i l l s  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  A m e r i c a ,  b u t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o p o s e d  

m e t h o d s  t h a t  w o u l d  n o t  t e a c h  E n g l i s h  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  s u c h  a s  p u t t i n g  

a l l  n o n - E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  s t u d e n t s  o f  a l l  g r a d e s  i n  o n e  c l a s s r o o m .  

L u c k i ly ,  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r  C a l i f o r n i a ’s  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  e n d e d  

E n g l i s h - o n l y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  g a v e  s c h o o l s  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  t e a c h  E n g ­

l i s h  t h e  w a y  t h e y  f e l t  w a s  b e s t .  B o t h  t h e s e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  

s p a r k e d  s i m i l a r  a n t i - i m m i g r a n t  t r e n d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h ^  c o u n t r y  in  

s t a t e s  l i k e  F l o r i d a ,  A r i z o n a ,  a n d  N e w  Y o r k ,  a s  w e l l  a s  in  C o n g r e s s .  

T h i s  k i n d  o f  w i d e s p r e a d  x e n o p h o b i a  is  b a s e d  o n  f a l s e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  

i m m i g r a n t s .

M y t h s  S u r r o u n d i n g  U n d o c u m e n t e d  I m m i g r a n t s

S t e r e o t y p e s  a b o u t  i m m i g r a n t s  a b o u n d ,  b u t  t w o  d e t r i m e n t a l  m i s p e r ­

c e p t i o n s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a v e  f u e l e d  t h e  w a r  o n  i m m i g r a n t s .

T h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  m i s p e r c e p t i o n  is  t h a t  i m m i g r a n t s  c o n t r i b u t e  

n o t h i n g  t o  A m e r i c a .  T h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  i s  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i m m i g r a n t s  p u t  m o n e y  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  e c o n o m y  t h r o u g h  

s p e n d i n g  a n d  c o n s u m p t i o n .  A s  f o r  t a x e s ,  a  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y  

s t u d y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  p a y  f o u r  l i m e s  

a s  m u c h  in  t a x e s  t h a n  t h e y  r e c e i v e  i n  b e n e f i t s .  T h e  A C L U  r e p o r t s  t h a t  

n a t i o n w i d e ,  b o t h  l e g a l  a n d  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  c o n t r i b u t e  m o r e  t h a n  

$ 9 0  b i l l i o n  i n  t a x e s  e v e r y  y e a r .  H o w e v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  1 9 9 3  r e p o r t  

i s s u e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I m m i g r a t i o n  L a w  C e n t e r ,  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  

t a x e s  p a i d  b y  u n d o c u m e n t e d  i m m i g r a n t s  g o  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  t r e a s u r y .  

B u t  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  p a y  f o r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  

—  a n d  c o m p l a i n  t h a t  i m m i g r a n t s  a r e  o v e r e x t e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  l i k e  b i ­

l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  s o lv e  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  A m e r i c a n s  s h o u l d  

d e m a n d  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a l l o c a t e  t a x  m o n e y  p r o p e r l y  t o



l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  in  o r d e r  t o  f u n d  s u c h  s e r v i c e s .  I n s t e a d ,  

i m m i g r a n t s  a r e  b l a m e d  f o r  e c o n o m i c  i n s t a b i l i t y .  P o l i t i c i a n s ,  i n  t u r n ,  

g a r n e r  v o t e r  s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h i s  k i n d  o f  i m m i g r a n t  b a s h i n g .  F o r  e x ­

a m p l e ,  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  9 0 ’s ,  a  n a t i o n w i d e  r e c e s s i o n  c a u s e d  

t a x  h i k e s  a n d  w i d e s p r e a d  u n e m p l o y m e n t .  G o v e r n o r  P e t e  W i l s o n  

h a d  e x t r e m e l y  lo w  r a t i n g s ,  u s e d  a n t i - i m m i g r a n t  s e n t i m e n t  t o  b o o s t  

r a t i n g s  a n d  w i n  h i s  r e - e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n .

A n o t h e r  m a j o r  m i s p e r c e p t i o n  o f  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  i s  t h e  r a c i s t  

s t e r e o t y p e  t h a t  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  a r e  n o n - w h i t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  L a t i n o  

o r  M e x i c a n .  T h o u g h  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n s  p e r p e t u a t e  t h i s  m y t h ,  

t h e  f a c t s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  I N S  t e l l  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y :  

m o s t  p e o p l e  r e s i d i n g  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i l l e g a l l y  d o  n o t  e n t e r  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  b y  s l i p p i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  U S - M e x i c o  b o r d e r .  I n  f a c t ,  C a n a d i ­

a n s ,  I r i s h ,  a n d  P o l e s  a r e  a l l  o n  t h e  I N S ’s  t o p  10 l i s t  o f  i l l e g a l  a l i e n s ,  

b u t  a r e  n o t  p o r t r a y e d  i n  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e p o r t s .  N e w  E n g l a n d ’s 

l a r g e s t  i l l e g a l  a l i e n  p o p u l a t i o n  o r i g i n a t e s  f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  w h i l e  N e w  

Y o r k  C i t y ’s  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  E c u a d o r i a n ,  

I t a l i a n ,  a n d  P o l i s h .  Y e t  m a i n s t r e a m  i m m i g r a n t  b a s h e r s  c o n t i n u e  to  

f o c u s  t h e i r  a t t a c k  o n  n o n - w h i t e s .  P e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  c o n s t i t u t e  o v e r  9 5  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i m p r i s o n e d  b y  t h e  I N S .

O n e  m i g h t  t h i n k  t h e  U S  is  b e i n g  o v e r r u n  b y  M e x i c a n s ,  a c c o r d ­

i n g  t h e  a n t i - i m m i g r a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  B a r b a r a  C o e ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  C a l i ­

f o r n i a  C o a l i t i o n  F o r  I m m i g r a t i o n  R e f o r m  a n d  a  m a j o r  s u p p o r t e r  o f  

P r o p .  1 8 7 , h a d  o n c e  s t a t e d ,  “ t h e  m i l i t a n t  M e x i c a n -  A m e r i c a n  g r o u p s  

w a n t  t o  t a k e  b a c k  C a l i f o r n i a .  O u r  c h i l d r e n  c a n n o t  g e t  a n  e d u c a t i o n  

b e c a u s e  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  a r e  j a m m e d  w i t h  “ i l l e g a l s . ”  I n  m a n y  c l a s s e s  

o n l y  2 0  m i n u t e s  o f  E n g l i s h  i s  s p o k e n  a n  h o u r . ”  B u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

I N S ,  u n d o c u m e n t e d  M e x i c a n s  c o n s t i t u t e  o n l y  3 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  i l l e ­

g a l  i m m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  p a r a n o i a  a n d  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  

g e t s  A m e r i c a n s  t o  v i e w  i m m i g r a t i o n  i n  a  r a c i s t  m a n n e r .

P a r t  o f  t h i s  r a c i s t  s t e r e o t y p e  is  t h e  m y t h  t h a t  i l l e g a l  L a t i n o  i m ­

m i g r a n t s  u s e  u p  t h e  n a t i o n ’s  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  S e n a t o r  D i a n e  F e i n s t e i n  

p r o c l a i m e d ,  “ T h e  d a y  w h e n  A m e r i c a  c o u l d  b e  t h e  w e l f a r e  s y s t e m  f o r  

M e x i c o  i s  g o n e .  W e  s i m p l y  c a n ’t  a f f o r d  i t .”  B u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  i f  i m ­

m i g r a n t s  a r e  “ s t e a l i n g  j o b s ”  ( w h i c h  m e a n s  t h e y  w o r k )  h o w  is  i t  t h e n  

t h a t  t h e y  c a n  b e  o n  w e l f a r e ?  I n  1 9 9 4  t h e  R a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  

a  s t u d y  s h o w i n g  t h a t  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l i e s  u s e d  s o c i a l  

s e r v i c e s  f a r  m o r e  t h a n  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  8 6  p e r c e n t  o f  

L a t i n o  m a l e s  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  16  a r e  e m p l o y e d  a n d  w o r k i n g .  M a n y  i l ­

l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  d o  n o t  a p p l y  f o r  w e l f a r e  b e c a u s e  o f  o n e  s i m p l e  f a c t  

—  t h e  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  c a u g h t  a n d  d e p o r t e d .  A s  f o r  l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s ,  

o n l y  7  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  o n  w e l f a r e  i n  

1 9 9 0 ,  a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  w e r e  r e f u g e e s .  A f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  

t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  R e f o r m  a n d  C o n t r o l  A c t  ( I R C A )  i n  1 9 8 6  t o  p r o v i d e  

a m n e s t y  f o r  i l l e g a l  a l i e n s  i n  t h e  U S ,  a  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

c o n d u c t e d  a  y e a r  l a t e r  s h o w e d  t h a t  a  m e r e  1 p e r c e n t  o f  u n d o c u m e n t e d  

a l i e n s  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y ,  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  u n e m ­

p l o y m e n t ,  e t c .  a n d  l e s s  t h a n  0 .5  p e r c e n t  w e r e  o n  f o o d  s t a m p s !

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  5  m i l l i o n  u n d o c u m e n t e d  p e o p l e  

i n  t h e  U S  l i v e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  T e x a s ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  F l o r i d a ,  I l l i n o i s ,  N e w  

J e r s e y ,  a n d  A r i z o n a ;  b u t  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  

m a k e  u p  l e s s  t h a n  1 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  w a r  o n  i m m i ­

g r a n t s  i s  f u e l e d  b y  m y t h s ,  b e c a u s e  m o s t  i m m i g r a n t s  —  l e g a l  a n d  

i l l e g a l  —  c o m e  h e r e  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n s  t h o s e  i n  t h e  p a s t  h a v e :  t o  

m a k e  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  w o r k i n g .  T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

s o m e  i m m i g r a n t s  w h o  a r e  t r y i n g  to  e s c a p e  p e r s e c u t i o n  f r o m  u n j u s t  

g o v e r n m e n t s ,  w h o  m a y  b e  b a c k e d  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  d o l l a r s .

U S  I m p e r i a l i s m ,  C o r p o r a t e  D o w n s i z i n g ,  A n d  I m m i g r a t i o n

M a n y  A m e r i c a n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a t i o n  c a n  b e  c u r b e d  b y  

m i l i t a r i z i n g  t h e  U S - M e x i c o  b o r d e r ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  I N S  

a n d  F B I ,  a n d  t i g h t e n i n g  i m m i g r a t i o n  l a w s .  B u t  t h i s  m e t h o d  s i m p l y  

a t t a c k s  a  s y m p t o m  —  n o t  t h e  r o o t  —  o f  a  l a r g e r  p r o b l e m .  T h e  r o o t s  

o f  im m i g r a t i o n  m u s t  b e  a d d r e s s e d  o n  a  g l o b a l  s c a l e .

I M P E R I A L I S M

T h e  U S  h a s  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  n a t i o n s  w i t h  r e c o r d s  o f  

h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  c h e a p  g o o d s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  

i n e x p e n s i v e  l a b o r ,  a n d  f r e e  t r a d e .  M a n y  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s  h a v e  a t ­

t e m p t e d  to  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ’ b r u t a l  r e g i m e s  b a c k e d  b y  

t h e  U S :

• E l  S a l v a d o r ’s  r e g i m e  —  w h i c h  c a u s e d  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  a r o u n d  

7 5 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  a  1 2 - y e a r  c i v i l  w a r  —  r e c e i v e d  $ 6  b i l l i o n  w o r t h  

o f  m i l i t a r y  a i d  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  d u r i n g  t h e  8 0 s .  A b o u t  1 .5  

m i l l i o n  S a l v a d o r a n s  f l e d  t o  t h e  U S  i l l e g a l l y ,  o n l y  t o  b e  g r e e t e d  

w i t h  r e f u s a l  o f  a s y l u m  a n d  d e p o r t a t i o n ;  w h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  to  E l  

S a l v a d o r ,  m a n y  f a c e d  t o r t u r e  a n d  d e a th .

• H a i t i  i s  t h e  p o o r e s t  c o u n t r y  o n  t h e  W e s t e r n  H e m i s p h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  

d i d n ’t  s t o p  i t s  d i c t a t o r  f a m i l y  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n  

a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  U S  g o v e r n m e n t .  I l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s ,  k n o w n  a s  

t h e  “ b o a t  p e o p l e , ”  f l e d  t o  t h e  U S .  I n  1 9 9 2 ,  3 0 ,0 0 0  H a i t i a n  r e f u g e e s  

w e r e  d e t a i n e d  a t  G u a n t a n a m o  B a y ,  C u b a  a n d  l a t e r  m a n y  w e r e  s e n t  

b a c k .

• H o n d u r a s ,  G u a t e m a l a ,  a n d  N i c a r a g u a  a r e  a l s o  c o u n t r i e s  w h o  

h a v e  b e e n  ( o r  a r e  b e i n g )  t o r n  a p a r t  b y  c i v i l  w a r  a n d  r u n  b y  U S -  

f u n d e d  d i c t a t o r s h i p s .  S i n c e  1 9 7 9 , t h e  U S  h a s  g i v e n  b i l l i o n s  o f  

d o l l a r s  i n  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  d i c t a t o r - r u n  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  

A g a i n ,  p e o p l e  w h o  f l e d  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  a l s o  d e n i e d  a s y l u m  

f r o m  t h e  U S .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  r u n  b y  m o r e  

l i b e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  i l l e g a l  m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  

h a s  d e c l i n e d .

•  N i g e r i a  i s  r u n  b y  a  m i l i t a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p  t h a t  i s  d e n o u n c e d  b y  t h e  

g l o b a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  N i g e r i a ’s  m i l i ­

t a r y  i s  p r i m a r i l y  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  o i l  s a l e s ;  t h e i r  l a r g e s t  c u s t o m e r  i s  

t h e  U S ,  w h i c h  p u r c h a s e s  4 5  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  o i l .  O n e  N i g e r i a n  d i s s i ­

d e n t  w a s  i m p r i s o n e d  a n d  t o r t u r e d  f o r  n i n e  m o n t h s  b y  t h e  N i g e r i a n  

g o v e r n m e n t ;  a f t e r  e s c a p i n g  t o  t h e  U S  h e  w a s  i m p r i s o n e d  i n  a n  i m ­

m i g r a t i o n  d e t e n t i o n  c e n t e r  w i t h o u t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p a r o l e .

• C h i n a .  B o t h  P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  h a v e  a c c e l ­

e r a t e d  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  C h i n a ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  h u m a n  

r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  T i b e t  t o  t h e  

T i a n n a m e n  S q u a r e  m a s s a c r e .  M a n y  C h i n e s e  w h o  h a v e  e n t e r e d  

A m e r i c a  i l l e g a l l y  a r e  d e t a i n e d  i n  I N S  c e n t e r s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  b e i n g  d e p o r t e d  o r  g i v e n  a  h e a r i n g .

N A F T A

A n t i - i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  c l a i m  t h a t  i m m i g r a n t s  a r e  t a k i n g  j o b s  a w a y  

f r o m  A m e r i c a n s ,  b u t  t h e  b i g g e r  p i c t u r e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  c o r p o r a t e  d o w n ­

s i z i n g  a n d  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  l i k e  N A F T A  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  j o b  

lo s s .

T h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  F r e e  T r a d e  A g r e e m e n t  ( N A F T A ) ,  w h i c h  

p a s s e d  i n  1 9 9 4 , i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i c y  t o  c h a n g e  

U S - M e x i c o  r e l a t i o n s .  L a b o r  u n i o n s  a n d  A m e r i c a n  w o r k e r s  w e r e  t o l d  

t h a t  N A F T A  w o u l d  c r e a t e  j o b s  a n d  b o o s t  A m e r i c a ’s  e c o n o m y .  B u t  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  E c o n o m i c  P o l i c y  I n s t i t u t e ,  m o r e  t h a n  3 9 5 ,0 0 0  j o b s  

w e r e  l o s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  N A F T A  s i n c e  1 9 9 4 . I n  f a c t ,  a l l  5 0  

s t a t e s  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  N A F T A - r e l a t e d  j o b  lo s s .  I n  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s ,  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v e  t o l d  w o r k e r s  t h a t  i f  t h e y  w a n t  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  j o b s  

t h e y  m u s t  t a k e  p a y  c u t s  a n d  r e d u c t i o n  ( o r  e l i m i n a t i o n )  o f  b e n e f i t s .



C o r p o r a t e  d o w n s i z i n g  s w e p t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  N A F T A ,  

a n d  C E O s  l a id  o f f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A m e r i c a n  w o r k e r s  a n d  

m o v e d  t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s  t o  t h i r d  w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s .  A l t h o u g h  N A F T A  d id  

c r e a t e  n e w  j o b s  h e r e  i n  t h e  U S ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  w a s  i n  t h e  l o w - p a y i n g  

s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  n e w  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h ,  t h e n ,  m o s t l y  r e w a r d e d  

t h e  r i c h ;  91 m i l l i o n  A m e r i c a n s  (3 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n )  h a v e  

i n c o m e s  2 0 0  p e r c e n t  b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  l i n e

Y e t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  g r o w  a n d  C E O s  p r o f i t .  M a n y  C E O ’s h a v e  u s e d  

t h e i r  p r o f i t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  s a l a r y  o r  b u y  o u t  o t h e r  c o m p a n i e s .  

M e r g e r s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  c o m m o n  in  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  a s  s e e n  w i t h  

D i s n e y  a n d  A B C ,  p h a r m a c y  c h a i n  s t o r e s ,  B P  O i l  a n d  A m o c o  ( d u r i n g  

t h i s  m e r g e r ,  B P  O i l  l a i d  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A m e r i c a n  w o r k ­

e r s ) ,  o r  m o r e  r e c e n t  e x a m p l e s  l i k e  A O L  a n d  T i m e  W a r n e r .

C o r p o r a t e  m e r g e r s  a n d  d o w n s i z i n g  m e a n s  t h a t  w o r k e r s  a n d  i m ­

m i g r a n t s  a r e  g e t t i n g  t h e  s h o r t  s h r i f t  o v e r  a n d  o v e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e  

N a t i o n ,  IB P ,  b a s e d  in  S t o r m  L a k e ,  I A ,  m a d e  $ 2 5 7  m i l l i o n  in  p r o f i t  

a n d  C E O  R o b e r t  P e t e r s o n  g a v e  h i m s e l f  a  $ 5 .2  m i l l i o n  b o n u s  —  o n  

to p  o f  a  $1 m i l l i o n  s a l a r y .  D e s p i t e  i t s  h u g e  p r o f i t s ,  t h e  m e a t  p a c k i n g  

c o m p a n y  p a i d  w o r k e r s  —  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  L a o t i a n  a n d  L a t i n o  

i m m i g r a n t s  —  a  m e r e  s e v e n  d o l l a r s  p e r  h o u r ,  f a r  b e l o w  t h e  a v e r a g e  

w a g e  f o r  t h i s  f i e ld .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I B P  w a s  g r a n t e d  a n  $ 8 .5  m i l l i o n  

c o r p o r a t e  w e l f a r e  p a c k a g e  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  L o c a l  s c h o o l s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  E n g l i s h  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  i m m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s .  L a s t l y ,  i n  1 9 9 7 , 

I B P  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  a n  I N S  p l a n  to  r a i d  f a c t o r i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e ­

p o r t a t i o n  o f  m a n y  I B P  w o r k e r s .  I B P  w a s  n o t  p e n a l i z e d  f o r  k n o w i n g l y  

h i r i n g  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s ,  n o r  w a s  C E O  P e t e r s o n  f i n e d  o r  p e n a l i z e d  

in  a n y  w a y .

J u s t i c e  F o r  A l l ?  H o w  T h e  J u s t i c e  S y s t e m  F a i l s  

W h i l e  B u s i n e s s e s  A n d  S m u g g l e r s  G e t  A w a y

A n t i - i m m i g r a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  d e s i g n e d  to  p u n i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  a n d  

i m m i g r a n t s  o n ly .  W h i l e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  p e n a l i z e s  e m p lo y e r s  

f o r  v io l a t i o n s  l i k e  e n v i r o n m e n t  h a z a r d s  o r  n o n - a d h e r e n c e  to  m i n i m u m  

w a g e  la w s ,  m a n y  c o m p a n i e s  w h o  h i r e  u n d o c u m e n t e d  w o r k e r s  e s c a p e  

p u n i s h m e n t  b y  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  I N S  to  c a t c h  w o r k e r s .

B e s id e s  t h e  I N S ,  t h e  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l s o  s e e m s  to  p u n i s h  i l l e g a l  

i m m i g r a n t s  b u t  n o t  t h e i r  e m p lo y e r s ,  s m u g g l e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  e x p l o i t e r s .  

I n  1 9 9 3 , U S  o f f i c i a l s  c a p t u r e d  T h e  G o ld e n  V e n t u r e  —  a  s h ip  f i l l e d  

w i th  i l l e g a l  C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  —  o f f  o f  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ’s  s h o r e s .  O f  

t h e  n e a r l y  3 0 0  i m m i g r a n t s  c a p t u r e d ,  t h e  I N S  g r a n t e d  a s y l u m  t o  12 , 

s e n t  a b o u t  o n e  t h i r d  t o  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  s e n t  a n o t h e r  t h i r d  b a c k  

to  C h in a .  F i f t y - t h r e e  i m m i g r a n t s  w e r e  j a i l e d  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p a r o l e ,  b u t  t h e  s m u g g l e r s  —  w h o  c h a r g e d  t h e  i m ­

m i g r a n t s  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  to  e n t e r  t h e  U S  —  s e r v e d  a  m a x i m u m  o f  o n e  y e a r  i n  

p r i s o n .

W h i l e  u n d o c u m e n t e d  i m m i g r a n t s  o f t e n  g o  to  j a i l ,  m a n y  o f  

t h e i r  e m p lo y e r s  o n l y  g o  to  s e m i n a r s  o n  l a b o r  l a w s .  D u r i n g  1 9 9 5 ,

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  p r o s e c u t e d  o n ly  t h r e e  c a s e s  o u t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

c o m p la i n t s  a g a i n s t  s w e a t s h o p  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  l a b o r  v i o l a ­

t i o n s .  O n e  o f  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ’s m o r e  p u b l i c i z e d  c a s e s  is  t h a t  o f  

E m p r e s s  F a s h io n  G a r m e n t ,  a  f a c t o r y  t h a t  w i t h h e l d  w a g e s  

f r o m  i m m i g r a n t  e m p lo y e e s ,  a m o u n t i n g  u p  t o  $ 6 0 ,0 0 0 .

N e w  Y o r k ’s D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  p r o s e c u t e d  tw o  o f  th e  

t h r e e  o w n e r s :  o n e  r e c e i v e d  a  s e n t e n c e  o f  s i x  t o  t w e l v e  

m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  r e q u i r e d  to  c o m p l e t e  5 0  h o u r s  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty  s e r v i c e .  Y e t  t h e  e m p lo y e e s  h a v e  y e t  t o  b e  p a i d .  O n  

th e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  G o v e r n o r  W i l s o n  

v e t o e d  la w s  to  h o ld  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l a b o r  

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  e n v i r o n m e n t  tw ic e .  W i l s o n  

h i m s e l f  h a d  o n c e  h i r e d  a  m a id  w h o  w a s  a n  i l l e g a l  a l ie n !

E v e n  l e g a l  a l i e n s  a r e  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d .  I n  2 0 0 0 ,  I N S  a g e n t s  r a i d e d  

S a n  A n t o n i o ’s R a n d o l p h  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e  a n d  a r r e s t e d  4 0  c o m p u t e r  

s c i e n t i s t s  l o a n e d  t o  t h e  U S  f r o m  c o m p a n i e s  i n  I n d i a .  I n v i t e d  b y  th e

U S  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  B i l l  G a t e s  h i m s e l f ,  m a n y  I n d i a n  p r o g r a m m e r s  

e n t e r e d  t h e  U S  w i t h  l e g a l  H l - B  v i s a s  t o  f i l l  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  p r o g r a m ­

m e r s  i n  t h e  c o m p u t e r  i n d u s t r y  B u t  a  U S  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  s t r u c k  d o w n  

s e v e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  p l a c e d  o n  H l - B  v i s a s  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a ­

b o r ;  a n d  in  a  s t r a n g e  l e g a l  l o o p h o l e ,  t h e  I N S  w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  d e p o r t  

l e g a l  t e c h n i c a l  w o r k e r s .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  A s i a n  p r o g r a m m e r s  is  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  M e x i c a n  f a r m  h a n d s  o r  C h i n e s e  r a i l r o a d  w o r k ­

e r s  i n  t h e  1 8 0 0 ’s : t h a t  o f  d e p o r t a t i o n ,  e x c l u s i o n ,  a n d  x e n o p h o b i a  a f t e r  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  v a l u a b l e  l a b o r ,  s k i l l s ,  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  t o  A m e r i c a .

T h e  W a r  O n  T e r r o r  A n d  I m m i g r a n t s

M i l i t a r i z i n g  t h e  b o r d e r s  a n d  h a r a s s i n g  f o r e i g n e r s  w o n ’t  s o lv e  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n .  S t i l l ,  t h a t ’s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  p r e d i c t a b l e  

r e s p o n s e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  t e r r o r i s t  t h r e a t s  i n  t h e  U S .  A t t o r n e y  G e n ­

e r a l  A s h c r o f t  e x p a n d e d  t h e  I N S ’ p o w e r s ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  v i o l a t e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s  b y  d e t a i n i n g  i m m i g r a n t s  w i t h o u t  p r e s s ­

i n g  c h a r g e s  o r  g u a r a n t e e i n g  a  t r i a l .  A l s o ,  t h e  U S A  P A T R I O T  A c t  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e t a i n m e n t  o f  o v e r  1 ,2 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  I N S  p r i s o n s .  M a n y  

o f  t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s  a r e  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  a t t o r n e y s ,  a n d  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  a r e n ’t  n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e i r  a r r e s t  u n t i l  w e e k s  l a t e r .  Y e t  a s  l i t t l e  

a s  o n l y  o n e  o r  t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m o s t l y  M u s l i m ,  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n ,  

a n d  S o u t h  A s i a n  d e t a i n e e s  a r e  l i n k e d  w i t h  t e r r o r i s m  o r  c r i m i n a l  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  d e t a i n e d  f o r  v i s a  v i o l a t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  m a n y  

l a w m a k e r s  h a v e  b e e n  q u e s t i o n i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  

i s  a c t i n g  c o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A n d  in  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a  

n e w e r  v e r s i o n  o f  P r o p .  1 8 7  —  k n o w n  a s  t h e  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y  I n i ­

t i a t i v e  —  i s  b e i n g  r e i n t r o d u c e d  b y  a n t i - i m m i g r a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

I n s t e a d  o f  a t t a c k i n g  i m m i g r a n t s ,  A m e r i c a n s  s h o u l d  d e m a n d  

t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  im p r o v e .  A m e r i c a  c o u l d  

e a s i l y  u s e  i t s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  w e a l t h  a s  a  s u p e r p o w e r  t o  h e l p  d e v e l o p ­

in g  n a t i o n s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  i n v e s t i n g  o n l y  o n e - t e n t h  o f  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  

b u d g e t  in t o  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d .  I f  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  e n j o y e d  b e t t e r  

l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s e s ,  l e s s  p e o p l e  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  

i m m i g r a t e  i l l e g a l l y  t o  n a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  U S .  R a t h e r  t h a n  s p e n d i n g  b i l ­

l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o n  a i d  p a c k a g e s ,  o r  m i l i t a r y  a i d  f o r  b r u t a l  r e g i m e s ,  

m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  i n v e s t e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

e d u c a t i o n .  H e r e  a t  h o m e ,  A m e r i c a n s  s h o u l d  d e m a n d  t h a t  c o r p o r a t e  

w e l f a r e  h a n d o u t s  a n d  i m m e n s e  t a x  b r e a k s  t o  w e a l t h y  c o m p a n i e s  

s to p ,  a n d  s t a r t  a l l o c a t i n g  m o n e y  to  n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  b e n e f i t  

t h e  n a t i o n  a n d  a l l  o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  A l l  h u m a n  b e i n g s  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  

s u r v i v e ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y ’r e  h e r e  l e g a l l y  o r  i l l e g a l ly .

T E A R  D O W N  A L L  B O R D E R S



R E V I E W S  AGITATORS

A l e x a n d e r  C o c k b u r n
Beating T he Devil: T he incendiary  R an ts of A lexander
Cockburn
AK P ress
w w w .akpress.org

“C an anything good com e out of th is?" C ockburn 's s a r ­
donic view s of U.S. policy and  globalization, e x p re ssed  
through parab les  and history, transform  so m ew h at bor­
ing (though certain ly  im portant) inform ation into good 
leftist en terta inm ent. B eating  the  Devil: The Incendiary  
R an ts o f A lexander C ockburn , th e  new  CD of political 
ran ts  and  raves, is like punk rock agitation: persuasion , 
fresh , d irect and  to th e  point. A lexander Cockburn h a s  a 
w ay of explaining com plex is su e s  —  such  a s  con trad ic­
tory view s on ce rta in  e lem en ts  and  land m ark ev en ts  of 
th e  left m ovem ent and  the ir role in the  p a s t and  p ro s ­
p ec ts  for the  future — tha t few  could duplicate. Though 
th e  tim e perm itted on a  CD is limited, B eating  the  Devil 
holds a  good deal of inform ation. Beginning with a  talk 
a t AK P re ss , Cockburn reflects on how “c lea ran c e” 
and  m arginalization ca n  actually  ignite revolutionary 
sen tim en ts. The topics d iscu ssed  range from “drug 
w ars” to electora l politics, though  th e  main th e m es  are  
globalization and  Colom bia.

In o n e  of the  longer ta lks on the  disc, tw o of P re s i­
d en t Clinton's final a c ts  in office a re  u sed  to reflect the  
droll irony of U.S. policy. Cockburn d is c u s s e s  how on 
Ja n u a ry  17, a t the  end  of Clinton's presidential term , he 
aw arded  T heodore  R oosevelt a  posthum ous M edal of 
H onor (for which R oosevelt had  alw ays petitioned) for 
his ch a rg e  with the  Rough R iders up S an  J u an  Hill in 
the  S pan ish -A m erican  War. Incidentally, th e  Rough 
R iders did very poorly and  w ere  actually sav ed  by a 
black battalion. On Ja n u a ry  18, o n e  day after aw ard ­
ing Teddy his m edal, Clinton, under the  p re ten se  of a 
w ar on drugs, approved  an o th e r portion of m oney to  be 
re le a se d  to the  C olom bian military, desp ite  its having 
one  of the  w orst possib le  hum an rights records. Two 
prim e exam ples  of U.S. im perialism  and “insurgency” 
p as t and  p resen t.

B eating  the Devil h a s  tracks on th e  S ea ttle  p ro test 
—  “they [the ruling class] ju s t didn't exp ec t it, and  they 
fucked up big time" —  a s  well a s  on th e  role of the 
labor m ovem ent in co n tras t with “le ss  respectab le"  
g roups like the  Black Bloc and  Direct Action Network. 
C ockburn a lso  offers wonderful d iscussion  on th e  sham  
of A m erican dem ocracy , th e  farce  tha t w as  th e  2000  
p residential elections, the  snubbing of N ader by the  
D em ocratic P arty  after th e  elections, a s  well a s  explor­
ing the  fu ture ba ttle s  for th e  left, like th o se  over low w att 
radio and  organic foods. He a rg u es  persuasively  tha t 
“th e re  is an o th er way, and  tha t would b e  our way." B ea t­
ing the Devil is a  w onderful fusion of anecdo ta l h istories 
and  com plex so cio -econom ic  a n a ly se s  tha t will ignite 
droning left though ts and  leave th e  ruling c la s s  w onder­
ing, “How did w e fuck u p ? ”
-J o sh u a  Root

J o h n  S i n c l a i r
F atten ing  F rogs F o r S n ak es : D elta S o u n d  Suite 
Surregional P re s s , 2002

F atten ing  F rogs F or S nakes/V olum e O ne:
The D elta S ound  
O kra-Tone R ecords, 2002 
w w w .okra-tone.com

Jo h n  Sinclair rem ains one  of the  m ost im portant 
A m erican revolu tionaries of th e  20 th Century. H e w as 
le ad e r of th e  M ich igan-based  W hite P an th e r P arty  in the  
late 1960s, early  1970s, and  m a n ag e r of quin tessen tia l 
rad rockers th e  MC 5. Sinclair u nders tood  tha t political 
and  cultural revolution w ere inseparab le . Along with the  
Y ippies, th e  D iggers in S an  F rancisco , and  th e  P rovos 
in Holland, the  W hite P an th e rs  w ere  psychedelic  hippie 
freak s  w ho ad v o ca ted  libertarian com m unism . S inclair's 
book G uitar Army is an  essen tia l countercultural text, 
positing youthful rebellion a s  political revolt. W hen the 
authorities fram ed him with a  te n -y ea r prison se n te n c e  
for giving an  undercover cop two joints, his nam e 
b ec am e  a  c a u s e  ce leb re  —  John  Lennon even  w rote a 
p ro te st song  ca lled  “Jo h n  Sinclair." He cha llenged  the  
cruel and  unusual proportionality of th e  s ta te  m arijuana 
law s and  w alked on ap p e a l afte r  serv ing  29  m onths. 
M ichigan su bsequen tly  significantly red u ced  pena lties 
and  43  o th e r pot p risoners w ere re le a se d  a fte r  the  laws 
w ere  d ec lared  unconstitutional b a se d  on S inclair's 
appeal.

P e rh ap s  the  first radicalizing fo rce in S inclair's 
youth w as his love for A frican-A m erican culture, 
particularly m usic. Young w hite rad s  had  to invent an 
alternative culture — black peop le w ere  born into one. 
He eventually  m oved to New O rleans, b e c a m e  o n e  of 
the  m ost beloved d isc  jockeys in the  C re scen t City on 
W W OZ, and  h a s  continued to write and  perform  spoken  
word. Much of his literary work is e thnom usicological 
poesy ; the  history of b lues and ja z z  recited  in poetic 
form.

Sinclair h a s  sp en t a lifetime im m ersed  in 
research in g  A frican-A m erican m usic and  d raw s on the 
work of o ther b lues scho la rs  (h en ce  the  n am e of his 
band) su ch  a s  poet/playw right Amiri B araka, journalists 
R obert P alm er and  P e te  W elding and  o thers. F atten ing  
F rogs F o r S n ak es  is one  of the  results; a  chronological 
journey from the  M ississippi Delta north to C hicago that 
explains how the  b lues deve loped  from an  essen tia l 
s tap le  of black peo p le 's  lives a s  m uch a s  food and  w ater 
to  a  com m ercially  perform ed style heard  in nightclubs 
and  record ings. A scorching  introduction by B araka 
p re c e d e s  the  text.

B lues fan s  will know m any of th e  n a m e s  paid 
tribute to, if not the  particu lars of the ir lives. R obert 
Jo h n so n , R obert Lockwood Junior, S unnyiand Slim, 
Howlin’ Wolf, S onny Boy W illiamson, Little W alter, 
Willie Dixon —  and , of co u rse , M uddy W aters -  all 
tell the ir s to rie s  through Sinclair's v erse . No le ss  than 
th re e  m usic ians —  Tommy and  R obert Jo h n so n  and  
Charley P atton  a re  sa id  to have sold their so u ls  to the  
devil in ex c h an g e  for su perio r musicality, a  myth th a t’s  
traced  back to the  legend  of the  A frican trickster god

Legba. But w hat S inclair m akes  c lea r is th a t ex trem e 
living cond itions th a t s tem m ed  from  slav e ry  —  brutally 
hard  work, crim inalization, h eavy  drinking, m igration 
—  c re a te d  an  in tensity  th a t b red  an  a r t form  reflecting 
lives th a t burned  hot an d  o ften  fla sh e d  a ll-too- quickly. 
T he b lues  is still revered  b e c a u s e  it com m u n ica tes  
th a t intensity; a  quality  lost in D isney M cCulture. The 
au th o r exp lains th a t b lu es  w as not originally m e an t for 
consum ption  but an  em otive and  ca th a r tic  m usicality 
utilized to surv ive racism  an d  th e  re le n tle ss  physical 
labor.

S inclair h a s  reco rd e d  m ost of th e  first q u arte r  
of th e  book with rhythm  and  b lu es  leg en d  A ndre 
W illiams producing an d  fea tu ring  so m e  of th e  finest 
b lues in s trum en ta lis ts  in th e  country . A s m agnificent 
a s  his work is on th e  prin ted  p ag e , it’s  m o’ b e tte r  on 
d isc. It m ust b e  th e  only poetry  record ing  with th re e  
fem ale  background  vocalists!

S incla ir’s en th u sia sm  an d  natu ra l feel for th e  blue 
no te and  its h e ritag e  is a  moving te s ta m e n t to  th e  gift 
tha t A frican-A m ericans g av e  to  a  nation  th a t had  
b rough t them  h e re  in ch a in s . S incla ir h a s  re tu rned  
tha t gift with this ex trao rd inary  book an d  CD.
-M ichael S im m ons

G i n a  Y o u n g
In trac tab le
28 D ays R ecords, 2002  
w w w .28daysreco rds .com

T hroughou t her deb u t album , “In tractable," fo lk-singer 
G ina Young holds tru e  to th e  title track  and  rem ains 
unyielding, yet still willing to show  her vulnerability. 
This dichotom y prov ides a  pow erful line-up  of tracks, 
giving w ay to the  c o a rse , dark , n o n -su g a r  co a ted  lyrics 
of “C an S h e  Bake A C herry  P ie ? ” and  “H aun ted ,” and 
th e  h ea rt-tugg ing , in tim ate pining of “T ouch” and  “Turn 
T he Lights Off.” O ver rocking g u itar riffs, w hich a re  at 
tim es part funk and  a t tim es part punk, Y oung’s  voice 
sp o u ts  out he r piercingly h o n e s t lyrics in a  distinct, 
soulfully u rgen t way. With m ulti-layered  m elod ies 
tha t pack  a punch even  w hen tackling su ch  d iverse  
an im als a s  n u rsery  rhym es and  ra u co u s  ch a n ts , the  
m ood ran g es  from fun and  c a re fre e  to s ta u n c h  and 
se rio u s , displaying th e  tier ta len ts  of th is fresh m an  
artis t. In te rspersing  w isdom  well beyond h e r  youth 
an d  a  p layfu lness indicative of it, Young ad d s  a  d o s e  
of poetic  political ran ts , th row s in p a ss io n a te , raw 
em otion  for good m e a su re  and  c re a te s  an  ench an tin g , 
e lec tric  first offering, packed  with prom ise .
-Tiffany Curtis

In terested  in writing review s for clam or?
C ontact u s  a t info@ clam orm agazine .org  o r visit 
w w w .clam orm agazine.org/freestuff.htm l
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W A L K  

L I K E  A  W A R R I O R  D E A D  P R E Z I n t e r v i e w  b y  R o s a  C l e m e n t e P h o t o s  b y  E m i l i a  W i l e s

D e a d  P r e z  b l a z e d  in t o  h i p  h o p  i n  1 9 9 8  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y - c h a r g e d  

s in g le ,  “ I t ’s  B ig g e r  T h a n  H ip  H o p .”  T h e i r  L e t ’s  G e t  F r e e  a l b u m  s p o k e  

a b o u t  B la c k  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  in  a  w a y  n o  o n e  e l s e  w a s  d o i n g  a t  t h e  

t i m e ,  in  h i p  h o p  o r  o u t .  T h e y  w e r e  s ig n e d  to  L o u d  R e c o r d s ,  b u t  g o t  

s c r e w e d  w h e n  L o u d  c l o s e d  i t s  d o o r s  a n d  D P ’s  c o n t r a c t  w a s  c o m m a n ­

d e e r e d  b y  C o l u m b i a  R e c o r d s ,  a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  S o n y . T h e i r  p l a n n e d  s t u ­

d io  a l b u m ,  “ W a lk  L i k e  A  W a r r i o r , ”  w a s  s h e lv e d .  A f t e r  m a n y  d e l a y s ,  

th e  s t u d i o  a l b u m  w i l l  h i t  t h e  s t r e e t s  o n  M a y  2 0 ,  2 0 0 3 .

I n  N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 0 2 ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t ,  

a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a l b u m ,  T u rn  O f f  T h e  R a d i o ,  w a s  p u t  o u t  o n  L lo l la  B l a c k  

R e c o r d s  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  D P Z .

I f  y o u  g e t  t h e  c h a n c e  to  s e e  D P  p e r f o r m ,  d o  it ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  b r i n g  a n  a m a z i n g  s h o w . D P  is  m a d e  u p  o f  S t ic  a n d  M u t u l u  

“ M l ”  O l u g a b a l a ,  a n d  is  p a r t  o f  P e o p le ’s  A r m y ,  a  l a r g e r  m u s i c a l  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o l l e c t i v e .  R o s a  C l e m e n t e  s a t  d o w n  w i t h  S t i c  a t  

h i s  h o m e  in  B r o o k l y n  to  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  m e s s a g e  i n  t h e  m u s ic .

Y ou g u y s  h a v e  s h i r t s  t h a t  s a y  " P i m p  T h e  S y s t e m .  ”  W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n  

b y  t h a t ?

T h e r e ’s  a  lo t  o f  m o v e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  o r  s e l f -  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  l i v e s ,  f r o m

th e  l a n d  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n ,  e t c e t e r a .  B u t  w e ’r e  n o t  t h e r e  y e t ,  

b e c a u s e  t h a t ’s  a  c a m p a i g n  t h a t ’s  b u i l d i n g .  Y o u ’v e  g o t  t o  w i n  m a s s e s  

o f  p e o p l e  t o  r e a l l y  m a k e  i t  w o r k .  S o  in  t h e  m e a n t i m e . . .  p e o p l e  a r e  

f o r c e d  to ' w o r k  4 0  h o u r s  a  w e e k ,  p e o p l e  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  d o  a l l  k i n d s  o f  

s h i t ,  p e o p l e  s e l l i n g  p u s s y ,  p e o p l e  p i m p i n g  p u s s y ,  p e o p l e  d o i n g  a l l  

k i n d  o f  s h i t  t o  s u r v i v e .  S o  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  t h a t  1 s e e  a s  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  t h a t  

w e  t r y  t o  p u t  f o r t h  i s ,  w h e n  y o u ’r e  i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  t h a t  i t ’s  a  p i m p  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  s e e k  o u t  w a y s  

t o  s a b o t a g e  t h a t  p i m p i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  S e e k  o u t  w a y s  w h e r e  y o u  

c a n  a b u s e  —  i f  t h e y  p u t  y o u  o n  t h e  r e g i s t e r ,  y o u  c a n  g e t  s o m e  e x t r a  

c h a n g e  f o r  y o u r  f a m i ly .  I f  t h e y  p u t  y o u  o n  g u a r d  d u t y ,  y o u  c a n  le t  

u s  c o m e  g e t  s o m e  T V s .  Y o u  g o t  t o  p i m p  t h e  s y s t e m .  A n d  t h a t ’s  t h e  

m e n t a l i t y ,  n o t  j u s t  i n  t h e o r y ,  b u t  r e a l l y  t h a t ’s  w h a t  w e  f o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  

d o in g  to  s u r v i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e  j o b s  a n d  s h i t  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  t h e y  g i v e  u s  

a r e n ’t r e a l l y  f o r  u s  t o  s u r v i v e ,  i t ’s  f o r  t h e m  t o  s u r v i v e .  S o  in  o r d e r  f o r  

u s  t o  s u r v i v e ,  u n t i l  w e  g e t  f u l l  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a ­

t i o n ,  w e  g o t  t o  p i m p  t h e i r  s h i t ,  a n d  m i l k  it  a n d  u s e  it . I f  y o u  g o  to  

s c h o o l ,  y o u  c a n ’t g o  t o  s c h o o l  s o  y o u  c a n  w o r k  t o  b r a i n w a s h  y o u r  

p e o p le .  Y o u  g o t  t o  g o  t o  s c h o o l  s o  y o u  c a n  l e a r n  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

c e r t a in  s k i l l s  a n d  u s e  i t  t o  e m p o w e r  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  f a i l i n g ?

I t h i n k  i t  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k  t h e i r  j o b  is .  I t h i n k  t h e  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  i s  o n  p o i n t  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  s e t  o u t  t o  d o  -—  s e t  u p  a  c a p i t a l i s t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  1 t h i n k  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h i s  s y s t e m ,  f a i l s  b l a c k  p e o p l e ,  

i t  f a i l s  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e ,  t h e  b r o w n  p e o p l e ,  t h e  r e d  p e o p l e .  B u t  I 

t h i n k  t h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i t e  

p e o p l e .  I t h i n k  t h a t ’s  a  f a i l u r e  t o  h u m a n  r i g h t s ;  t h a t ’s  a  f a i l u r e  t o  

s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h a t ’s  g o i n g  t o  c a u s e  a n d  h a s  c a u s e d  

w a r  a n d  c o n f l i c t  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e  d a i l y  s h i t  w e  u p  a g a i n s t  a s  f a r  a s  p o v ­

e r t y ,  d r u g  a b u s e ,  t r u m p e d  u p  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  i m p r i s o n m e n t .  

A l l  t h i s  s h i t  is  c a u s e d  b y  w h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  is  d e s i g n e d  t o  d o .  A n d  i t ’s 

w o r k i n g .

Y ou  p u t  o u t  a n  a l b u m  r e c e n t l y ,  T u r n  O f f  T h e  R a d i o ,  o n  y o u r  o w n  

l a b e l .  I s  t h a t  a l b u m  a n d  r e l e a s i n g  i t  t h a t  w a y  p a r t  o f  a  r e s i s t a n c e  to  

t h a t  s y s t e m ?

I h o p e  t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  h e l p f u l .  A t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  a l l  o u r  s t r u g g l e s  i s  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  e c o n o m i c s ,  s o  w e  g o t  t o  d o  t h i s  m u s i c .  I d o n ’t  t h i n k  e v e r y ­

b o d y  h a s  t o  u s e  t h e i r  m u s i c a l  t a l e n t ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  t a l e n t  t o  s a y  t h e  

s a m e  t h i n g .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o ’v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  b e  

e m p o w e r e d  f i n a n c i a l l y  o r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  w i t h o u t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  b l a c k  

s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  T h e y  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  i t ,  b u t  t h e i r  r a p  m i g h t  b e

a b o u t  s h a k i n g  y o u r  a s s  —  y o u  k n o w .  S h i t ,  t h a t ’s  n o t  the  w o r s t  t h i n g  

o n  t h e  p l a n e t  t o  d o .  F o r  u s ,  T u r n  O f f  T h e  R a d i o  is  a  s e n t i m e n t  a n d  

i t ’s  r e a l l y  s a y i n g ,  t h e y ’r e  t r y i n g  to  p r o g r a m  u s  w i t h  w h a t  t o  t h i n k ,  

w h a t ’s  c o o l ,  b a s e d  o f f  t h i s  s y s t e m .  A n d  w h e n  w e ’r e  s a y i n g  t u r n  o f f  

t h e  r a d i o ,  i t ’s  c a u s e  i t ’s  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  m u s i c ,  in  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  

a n d  t h a t ’s  a  b ig  w e a p o n  t h e  o p p r e s s o r  u s e s  o n  u s .  W h e t h e r  y o u  d o  

t h a t  l i t e r a l l y  o r  n o t  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  t h e  m i s s i o n .  B u t  t h e  m i s s i o n  i s  t h a t  

y o u  w o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  w h y  s o m e b o d y  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h a t  

s e n t i m e n t  i s  c o m i n g  f r o m .

D e a d  P r e z  a n d  y o u r  c r e w ,  P e o p l e 's  A rm y , s e e m s  to  b e  a b l e  t o  b r i d g e  

t h e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  in  t h e  h o o d  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  b a s i c  f o o d  a n d  

s h e l t e r  a n d  t h e  b l a c k  m i d d l e  c l a s s  a n d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  W h a t  m a k e s  

y o u  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  b e ­

c a u s e  o f  c l a s s  i s s u e s  a r e  d i v i d e d

M o s t  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  r e p r e s s i o n .  S o m e  p e o p l e ’s  r e ­

s p o n s e  t o  o p p r e s s i o n  is  y o u  g o t  t o  g o  t o  s c h o o l ,  y o u  g o t  t o  g e t  a  d i p l o ­

m a ,  y o u  g o t  t o  g e t  a  d e g r e e ,  t h a t ’s  g o i n g  to  p u t  y o u  in  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  

s o  y o u ’r e  n o t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h i s  s h i t .  T h a t ’s  s o m e  p e o p l e ’s  r e s p o n s e ,  

l i k e  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e .  S o m e  p e o p l e ’s  r e s p o n s e  is  t h e  w h i t e  m a n  is  t h e  

f u c k i n g  d e v i l  ‘c a u s e  l o o k  h o w  h e  b e e n  d o i n g  e v e r y b o d y  o n  t h e  w h o le



p l a n e t ;  w e  n e e d  o u r  o w n  l a n g u a g e ,  w e  n e e d  o u r  o w n  c u l t u r e ,  I  a i n ’t  

w e a r i n g  n o  C a l v i n  K l e i n ,  I ’m  w e a r i n g  a  d a s h i k i ,  w h o o p - d e - w o o ,  I ’m  

c e l e b r a t i n g  K w a n z a a ,  f u c k  C h r i s t m a s .  T h a t ’s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e .  S o m e  

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  h o o d  i t ’s  l i k e ,  I a i n ’t  g o t  n o  o p t i o n s ,  t h e  m o t h e r f u c k i n ’ 

p o l i c e  d r o p p e d  t h i s  d o p e  o v e r  h e r e ,  I ’m  g o n n a  s e l l  t h i s  d o p e .  I ’m  a  b e  

a  t h u g .  A n d  t h e s e  w o m e n  g o t  a l l  t h e  j o b s  a n d  n i g g e r  a i n ’t  g o t  n o  j o b ,  

s o  I ’m  g o n n a  b e  a  p im p .  T h a t ’s  s o m e b o d y ’s  r e s p o n s e  t o  o p p r e s s i o n .  

S o ,  w i t h  D P Z ,  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t ’s  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  l i k e  M a l c o l m  s a y s ,  

t o  t h e  r e s p o n s e ;  t h e s e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a t t e m p t s  t o  s u r v i v e .  S o  i n s t e a d  o f  

s e p a r a t i n g  o u r s e l f ,  i t  s e e m  l i k e  w e  c a n  p u l l  e a c h  o t h e r  t o g e t h e r  b y  u n ­

d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h a t ’s  a l l  w e  t r y i n g  to  d o .  I h a v e  a  b e l i e f  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

e d u c a t i o n  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i f  w e  c a n  g e t  a  f i r m  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h o w  

w e  g o t  i n  t h i s  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  u n i f y  p e o p l e  t o  c h a n g e  it .

B u t  I ’m  d r a w n  t o  t h e  h o o d  f o r  a  l o t  o f  r e a s o n s :  h o w  I w a s  

b r o u g h t  u p ,  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  I w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  i n .  I  d i d n ’t  n e v e r  g o  to  

c o l l e g e .  I w a s  k i c k e d  o u t  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l .  S o  I r e l a t e  t o  w h a t ’s  g o i n g  

o n  in  t h e  s t r e e t ,  j u s t  f r o m  m y  u n c l e s ,  b r o t h e r s ,  w h o o p - d e - w o o  —  s h i t  

I w a s  d o i n g .  I h a v e  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a n  I h a v e  i n  a  c o l l e g e  s e t t i n g ,  

b u t  I a l s o  h a v e  c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I b e e n  e x p o s e d  to  M a r c u s  G a r ­

v e y ,  M a l c o l m  X ,  b e i n g  h e a l t h y ,  t r a i n i n g  in  t h e  m a r t i a l  a r t s ,  y o u  k n o w .  

W i th  D e a d  P r e z ,  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  c a n  f i n d  

a s  a  l i n k ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a n o t h e r  a t t a c k  o n  b l a c k  p e o p l e .  W e  w a n t  b l a c k  

p e o p l e  t o  f e e l  l i k e ,  I ’m  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d .  W h e n  I l i s t e n  a n d  w h a t e v e r  

t h e s e  g u y s  t r y  a n d  p r o m o t e  a n d  p u t  o u t  h e r e ,  t h e y ’r e  t r y i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  

e v e r y o n e ’s  c o n c e r n s  a s  b e s t  a s  t h e y  c a n ,  a s  t w o  m o t h e r f u c k e r s .  A n d  I 

w a n t  p e o p l e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  i t ’s  b i g g e r  t h a n  m e  a n d  M  b e c a u s e ,  b e c a u s e  

o f  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  w e ’r e  l i m i t e d .  A n d  M ,  M l  —  t h a t  n i g g e r  i s  f r o m  

t h e  h o o d  a n d  t h e  n i g g e r  w e n t  t o  c o l l e g e ,  s o  h e  h a s  a  b a l a n c e .  T h a t ’s 

w h a t  e n a b l e s  h i m  t o  r e l a t e  a n d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h a t  

s e c t o r  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e .

D e a d  P r e z ’s  m u s ic ,  e s p e c i a l l y  y o u r  r h y m e s ,  i s  v e r y  u p  f r o n t :  i t  t a l k s  

a b o u t  c o n f l i c t s  w i th  y o u r  w ife , i t  t a l k s  a b o u t  y o u r  d r i n k i n g ,  w h a t  y o u  

w e r e  d o i n g  a s  a  k id .  W h a t  g i v e s  y o u  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b e  s o  h o n e s t  a n d  

p e r s o n a l ?

T h e r e  w a s  a  t i m e  in  h i p  h o p  w h e r e  I u s e d  t o  w r i t e  b r a g  r h y m e s ,  

y o u  k n o w :  I ’m  t h e  b e s t  M C  d o n ’t  t e s t  m e ,  w h o o p - d e - w o o ,  a l l  t h a t .  

A n d  t h e n  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  s a y i n g ,  k e e p  i t  r e a l .  T h a t  b e c a m e  a  p o p u l a r  

p h r a s e .  A n d  I s t a r t e d  s a y i n g  y e a h ,  I  l i k e  t h a t ,  I l i k e  t h a t  r e a l  s h i t .  

I s t a r t e d  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  p e o p l e ,  I d o n ’t  k n o w  i f  t h e y  w e r e  k e e p i n g  

i t  r e a l ,  b u t  t h i n g s  t h a t  w a s  r e a l  l i f e  s t o r i e s  a n d  o c c u r r e n c e s  —  t h a t  

s h i t  m a d e  m e  s a y ,  y e a h ,  i f  I ’m  g o n n a  d o  t h i s  s h i t ,  t h a t  a n s w e r s ,  t h a t  

f u l f i l l s  w h a t  I ’m  t r y i n g  t o  d o .  I g o t t a  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  s t r e s s  I ’m  g o i n g  

t h r o u g h .  I ’m  i n s p i r e d  b y  p e o p l e  l i k e  2 P a c ,  h i s  h o n e s t y  w i t h  h i s  m o m  

o n  c r a c k ,  w h o o p - d e - w o o .  H e  p u t t i n g  t h a t  o u t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  s h i t  i s  t h e r a ­

p y  f o r  h i m ,  a n d  i t  l e t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  k n o w  t h a t  i t ’s  n o t  a  s k e l e t o n  in  y o u r  

c l o s e t ,  t h i s  i s  l i f e .  T h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  w a n n a  m a k e  a  f a n t a s y ,  b u t  w e ’r e  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  s h i t  a l l  d a y  a n d  i f  I ’m  t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  i t ,  th e n  

I ’m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  i t .  I f  I p u t  i t  o u t  t h e r e ,  I c a n  p r o b a b l y  g e t  s o m e  

a n s w e r s  a n d  m o v e  f o r w a r d .  S o  i t ’s a  s t r e n g t h .  I ’m  n o t  s a y i n g  i n  n o  

f u n n y  w a y ,  b u t  i t ’s  a  s t r e n g t h  t o  s a y  w h a t ’s  r e a l l y  p o p p i n ’. P u t  i t  o u t  

t h e r e  s o  p e o p l e  d o n ’t  h a v e  n o  i l l u s i o n .  P e o p l e  t h i n k  b e c a u s e  y o u  t a l k  

a b o u t  b e  h e a l t h y  y o u  s o m e  g u r u  o n  h e a l t h  —  n a h .  I t ’s  b e c a u s e  I ’v e  

b e e n  u n h e a l t h y  a  l o t  a n d  I c a n  a p p r e c i a t e  b e i n g  h e a l th y .  I d o n ’t  w a n t  

t o  j u s t  s t a r t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h e a l t h ,  I w a n t  t o  s t a r t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  

u n h e a l t h y  I  d o n e  l i v e d ,  s o  i t  c a n  r e l a t e .  T h a t ’s  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g .  I ’m  

t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  r e a l  p e o p l e  a b o u t  s o m e  r e a l  s h i t  s o  I g o t  t o  b e  h o n e s t  

e n o u g h  w i t h  m y s e l f  s o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t ’s  w h a t  I ’m  r e a l l y  d o in g .

B r i n g i n g l t A I I  B a c k  H o m e

by J o s h  M e d s k e r

" W e  w an t to conv ince  peo p le  th a t you ca n  do  th is 
s o r t of thing —  you ca n  run a  publishing co m pany  
—  an d  m ake it work w ithout a  billion do llars  a n d  a 
trillion s a le s ,” pub lisher Ben Brown s a y s  of his “ultra 
m icro-m ini” publishing com pany , S o  New M edia, 

w hich h e  s ta r te d  in O c to b e r 2001, with h is  friend and  
fellow w riter J a m e s  S tegali. In B row n's c a s e  h e  ru n s  a 
publishing co m pany  for a  lot le s s  than  a  billion dollars. 

“W e’re  o pera ting  with le s s  th a n  a  th o u sa n d  do llars  in 
th e  bank  a t any  tim e,” B row n s a y s . “T h e  first b a tch  of 
b ooks w e ac tually  prin ted  on  s to len  ph o to co p ie r tim e, 
bound  them  on an  office stap le r, an d  u s e d  leftover file 

fo lders for co v e rs ,” Brown sa y s . “T hey  w ere  stra igh t 
up ghetto , but still p retty  nea t. E ach  o n e  w as  unique. 
E ach  o n e  had  sty le .” S in ce  then , th e  production  value 
h a s  go tten  better. “Now w e a re  doing every th ing  

on  h ig h -e n d  la se r  printers," Brown sa id . “W e're  
o u tsou rc ing  color in se rts , binding in bookm arks, 
p o s tc a rd s  and  C D 's.”

S o  N ew  M edia g rew  o u t of B row n’s  prev ious 
publishing pro jects . A fter tw o sho rt-lived  w ebzines, 
an d  m any  failed a tte m p ts  a t  w eb  publishing, Brown 
s ta r te d  a  zine ca lled  Uber, an d  a n o th e r  ca lled  W ords, 
both  of w hich a re  still running.

S o  New M edia b rings im m ediacy  to  litera ture tha t 
few  sm all p ub lishe rs  can  m atch . In a  rec e n t interview  

in th e  A ustin  Chronicle, Brown sa id  his S o  New M edia 
b ooks a re  “halfw ay b e tw e en  a  z ine  a n d  a  tra d e  

p ap e rb a c k .” And s in ce  he  runs  S o  New M edia out of 
his h o u se , on eq u ip m en t h e  ow ns, Brown ca n  p roduce



a  lot of books. T h e  trick? T he b ooks a re  sh o rt. “W e're  
doing 2 8 -p a g e  books, 6 4 -p a g e  books," Brown sa y s . 

“We ca n  do 12 b o o k s  a  year, an d  th a t 's  a  g re a t th ing .” 
Brown s a y s  h e  g e ts  a  thrill from  se e in g  ev e ry  book 
“literally hot off th e  p re s s .” “I fee l very  fa therly  ab o u t 
each  and  every  book,” h e  sa y s . “T h ey ’re  my b ab ies . 

O r my so ld ie rs, s e n t o u t into th e  field to  fight our 
battles.” Brown s a y s  h e  d o e s n ’t limit h im self in w hat 
sub jec ts  he'll publish. “W e've pub lished  p e rso n a l 
e s s a y s , w e 've  d o n e  s tra ig h t fiction, w e 've  d o n e  

sci-fi. W hat w e a re  looking for a re  au th o rs  w ho  a re  
excited ab o u t working with us, w ho a re  exc ited  a b o u t 
ind ep en d en t publishing, an d  w ho really w an t to  h av e  a 
good tim e writing, c rea ting  an d  prom oting  th e ir  book .” 
Brown a lso  found inspiration from  his p a ren ts , w ho 
u sed  to be indie p ub lishe rs  a s  well. “[They] w e re  big 

rad icals  in Berkeley, in th e  sixties," Brown s a y s . “T hey  
ran  so m e s o r t of a lte rnative  hea lth  new sle tter. Now I'm 
doing th e  s a m e  thing, ex c ep t my m an ifes to  is ab o u t 
egalitarian  publishing.”

Brown reco g n ize s  th e  difficulty new  w rite rs  h ave  
getting recognition , an d  h o p e s  S o  New M edia will 
help them . H e poin ts to  th e  in ternet a s  a  goo d  w ay to 
g et s ta rted . “W e like to  w ork with w rite rs  w ho h av e  a 

pretty good au d ien ce  on th e  w eb ,” Brown sa y s . “[On 
the web] you learn  to  b e  co n c ise , you lea rn  ab o u t 
w hat your au d ien ce  w an ts , [and] you dev e lo p  a  voice. 

And while you 're  doing tha t, you’ve g o t p eo p le  w ho 
are actively read ing  your stuff.” True to form  for a 
publishing com pany  th a t grew  o u t of w eb -pub lish ing ,

S o  N ew  M edia g e ts  m ost of its o rd e rs  from  online. “W e 
se ll d o z e n s  of b ooks ev e ry  w eek  to  p eo p le  all ov er th e  

world," Brown s a y s . “S eriously , all ov er th e  w orld.”
Brown h a s  s ta r te d  b ranch ing  o u t into s p o k en -  

w ord record ing , with M agdalen  P o w ers ' read ing  h e r  
work on a  CD fea tu red  in th e  ea rly  co p ie s  of h e r  sh o rt 

s to ry  collection  H an d  O ver Fist. Brown h a s  a lso  s ta r te d  
throw ing literary e v e n ts , s ta rtin g  with a  Punk/L it J a m  
la st A ugust, w hich w a s  held a t  Club DeVille in A ustin. 
H e g o t o n e  of his h e ro e s , literary sa tir is t a n d  punk  fan  

N eal Pollack, to  b e  th e  e m c e e . Brown b ooked  sev e ra l 
A ustin punk b an d s , including Alfalfa M ale, a n d  The 

D akota Sm ith to p lay beh ind  S o  N ew  M edia au th o rs . 
“It w a s  a  wild time," Brown sa y s . “T h e  b a s s is t  for th e  

first b and  w as  thirty m inu tes la te, [so] N eal [took] the  
s ta g e  an d  p re ten d ed  to  b e  J o h n  U pdike,” Brown say s . 
“H e read  from  U pdike's au tob iography , an d  th e n  took 
q u es tio n s .” Brown s a y s  th a t la te r  on , P o llack  sa n g  
lead  v o ca ls  with T h e  D akota Sm ith, an d  in th e  m iddle 
of th e  s e t  “to re  th e  book into sh red s"  w hile sc ream in g , 

“I w ipe my a s s  with your novel.” “And th e n  h e  dum ped  
a  four-dollar b e e r  on my head ,"  Brown sa y s .

Brown p lan s  to  co n tinue  in th e  vein of th e  P unk / 
Lit J a m  by launch ing  a  m onthly read ing  a n d  m usic  

ev e n t in A ustin, a n d  p la n s  to  re le a s e  S o  N ew  M edia 's  
first p e rfec t-b o u n d  book n ex t year, A dam  R. R ak u n a s  
sci-fi tom e, G re a s e g u n s  a n d  F e a th e rs . S o  N ew  M edia 

will a lso  b e  putting o u t a  new  book  by N eal Pollack, 
The N ea l P o llack  W ar Diary. Brown is very  happy  to 
b e  w orking with Pollack  aga in , an d  h a s  high h o p e s

for A ustin, having ju s t co m e la st y e a r  from  w hat he 

co n s id e red  a  d isappo in ting  s c e n e  on th e  E a s t C oast. 
W hile living in D.C., h e  trave led  regu larly  up to  New 
York City, an d  w as  d ism ayed  by th e  ce leb rity  a s p e c t 

of th e  literary world. “With th e  w ork [w e're] going  to 
b e  doing n ex t year, a lo n g sid e  Nea4^Pollack, I think 
A ustin will blow New York aw ay. T h e  Brooklyn s c e n e  
is crum bling in on itself. Too m uch ego . I think it would 

b e  very  e a s y  to lo se  you r h e a d  an d  s ta r t  thinking of 
you rse lf a s  s o m e  s o r t o f ce leb rity  a fte r  you 've b ee n  
in terv iew ed a  few  tim es, an d  a f te r  your book h a s  sold 
well,” Brown sa y s . “T hey shou ld  g e t dow n in th e  m ud 

a n d  u s e  the ir notoriety  to  m ake positive ch a n g e . In the  
publishing w orld, in th e  political w orld, o r an y w h ere .” 
Brown s a y s  th a t a long  with th e  Pollack  book, an d  the  
literary e v e n ts , h e  h o p e s  to ex p a n d  into a r t b ooks and  

“h o m e b rew ” DVD's. T hen  th e re ’s  th e  “Pickle Factory" 
b o o k .-

A bove all e lse , Brown s t r e s s e s  th e  im p o rtan ce  
of th e  a c t o f w riting. “J u s t  sit dow n, [and] w rite your 
s to rie s ,” Brown s a y s . “P eo p le  do n 't c a re  if you r w ords 
a re  printed on a  la se r  printer, th ey  sim ply w an t to 
read . All th e  w orld’s  know ledge u s e d  to  b e  kept on 
s to n e  ta b le ts . B ooks shou ld  not b e  defined  by how 
ex p e n siv e  th e ir  binding p ro c e s s  is." 

S o  New M edia 
P.O. Box 3029  
A ustin , TX 78764  
w w w .sonew m ed ia .com

M u r s
The End of the  beginning 
Definite Jux , 2002 
www .defjux.net

This is o n e  of the new  Def Ju x  re le a s e s  in the  w ake 
of the C annibal Ox and  A esop  Rock critical s u c c e s s e s  
— with M urs being an o th er player along with C R ayz 
W alz. El-P  (D ef Jux  founder) s e e m s  to  view his label 
a s  the  avan t g a rd e  version of R ocafella R ecords, with 
all th e  e m c e e s  contributing to e a ch  o the rs  records. 
In the  stan d o u t track, “H appy Pills” with A esop  Rock, 
A esop 's  ta len t brings out m ore from M urs. M urs keeps 
rem inding m e of a  consc ious  version  of Jayo  Felony. 
Track two already  so u n d s  like the  S ty le s-P  single, “I G et 
High," but M urs s e e m s  unfazed  and not m uch changed . 
“Its blood 's killin, b loods and  crips killin, crips, n iggas 
killing d u d es  they played kickball with," he say s , and  it 
com es ac ro ss  a s  true. M urs a s  a  com m en ta to r on the 
s tree ts  of L.A. is w orth listening to. Track th ree  is a  vivid 
description of a  few incidents regarding  race  conflict, 
drive-bys, and  all of the  everyday situa tions tha t he 
com es ac ro ss . He s e e m s  res igned  to his fate; and  with 
the sm oother production and  b e tte r  quality, this is a 
record worth buying by anybody w ho grew  up on NWA 
and 2pac, only to be d iscou raged  by th e  artificial. Well, 
Murs is real, in any s e n s e  of the  word, and  this record  
gives you a  s e n s e  of his life.
Jaco b  D reyer

S m a l l  B r o w n  B i k e / T h e  C a s k e t  L o t t e r y
s / t  
Second N ature R ecordings, 2002 
w w w .secondnaturrecordings.com

W hat is the pu rp o se  of a  split recording? T he consum er 
is basically buying th e  album  for e ither one  of the  two

bands. The o ther band  on the  recording m ay o r may 
not b e  com parab le  to  the band of in terest and  on top 
of that, m ost of the  so n g s  a re  throw aw ays. This is the 
over-genera lized  belief system  I u sed  to  live by (or buy 
m usic by).

This split re le a se  by Sm all Brown Bike and  The 
C ask e t Lottery h as  thrown a  m onkey w rench into the  
m achinery  known a s  my buying power. Both b an d s  
h ave  received  m o d e ra te  s u c c e s s  th roughout the  
M idwest, and  th e  story  g o e s  tha t s in ce  touring to ge ther 
o n e  fateful w eekend  over tw o y e a rs  ago , the  idea  of a 
split album  h a s  b ee n  growing into fruition.

This self-titled, six tracked EP is m ore a 
collaboration than  a  split. T here is only o n e  original 
song  by each  band  ("Now I’m a  Shadow " by Small 
Brown Bike and  the  wonderful pow er-pop  num ber 
“C om posing  M yself (A Lullaby)" by T he C asket 
Lottery.) T he re s t of th e  so n g s  consis t of long d is tan ce  
ex ch an g es  of m usic and  vocals and  a  few in-studio 
w orks with m em bers  from both bands.

T he resu lt is a  work tha t is a  sound  of its own. The 
h a rd -ed g e d  intensity of Small Brown Bike can  b e  heard , 
but is not dom inant. And neither is th e  softer, quirkier 
sound  of The C asket Lottery. A handful of m id-range 
rock/pop num bers rem ain tha t flow nicely together.

Them atically, the  EP follows darker feelings of 
com ing to ag e . But th e re  is a lso  a playful s id e  to  the 
album . Both b an d s  work to ge ther on an  absurdly  
straigh t cover of “U nder P re s su re ” (which inc ludes 
alm ost pe rfec t im itations of Bowie and  Freddy M ercury 
vocals). And even  the  bitter acoustic  track  “Riding 
with D eath" h a s  the  feeling of road  worn m usicians 
having a  jam  se s s io n  of so r ts  late a t night, and  really 
enjoying them selves. Be su re  to ch e ck  out e a c h  band 
individually, but th is split EP is a  w orthy entity in itself. 
J a m e s  N ickras

V a r i o u s  A r t i s t s
U ncontrollable F atu fence: F a t M usic Volume VI 
Fak W reck C hords 2002 
w w w .fatw reck.com

S o m e peop le might arg u e  tha t NOFX h as  a lot to an sw er 
for, m ostly b e c a u se  they  w ere  the  first to specia lize  in 
and perfec t tha t b rand  of punk rock tha t acquired  
m elod ies and  clever lyrics now exploited to  g rea t 
s u c c e s s  by so -ca lled  b ands  like Blink 182. With tha t 
logic, w e’d have to  b lam e Led Zepplin for c h e e se h e a d  
hair b an d s  like W arrant and  C inderella. W e'd a lso  have 
to  b lam e the  B eastie  Boys for m isogynistic rap -m eta l 
b an d s  like Limp Bizkit and  w hatever Tommy Lee is up to 
now. Well, w hen you’re  a  p ioneer (and yes, even  NOFX 
is a p ioneer of so rts), ex p e c t so m e fallback.

Fat Mike apparen tly  took all tha t dough he  m ade 
with NOFX and  c rea ted  th e  label F at W reck C hords 
som eth ing  like eight y ea rs  ago . T he label re lea sed  
so m e reco rds  by so m e  cool b an d s  like Lag W agon, 
Wizo, P ro p a g a n d a , No U se for A N am e, and  Me First 
and  th e  G im m e G im m es. Still do, in fact. And they 
s ta rted  releasing  label com ps tha t b e a t pretty  m uch 
everything e lse  in the  punk rock label com p-re leasing  
industry. Titles like S urvival o f  the F attes t, P hysical 
F a tn e ss , and  Live Fat, D ie Young (all with killer funny 
cover a r t featuring very, very, very, VERY fat people) 
bring the  faithful back  scream ing  for m ore.

U ncontrollable F a tu lence  d e s e rv e s  so m e attention 
b e c a u se , like its p re d e c e sso rs , it is s o  dam n c h e ap  and 
b e c a u se  it inc ludes g re a t b an d s  like Frenzal Rhom b 
and  The Law rence A rm s tossing  out so n g s  th a t w eren 't 
good enough  for the ir la tes t record , or in the  c a s e  of 
Me First, th e  seco n d  g re a te s t cover of the  seco n d  m ost 
covered  P rince so n g  of all time, “Nothing C om pares  2 
U.”
-M atthew  LM . F le tcher
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L e g e n d a r y  A t h l e t e s  

m i d w e s t  h i p  h o p  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s

I d o n 't h ave  so m e  sto ry  for you  ab o u t how  I’ve b ee n  
dow n with Athletic Mic L eague s in ce  d ay  o n e  —  that 
I ’ve b e e n  w atching them  grow  from novice perfo rm ers  
to the p ro s  they  a re  now. Hell, all I really  know  ab o u t 
them  is th a t they  g o t the ir sh it down. Lab Tech b e a ts  
a n d  true  v e rse s  m ake AML’s  tracks so m e  o f  the  m ore 
gen u in e  hip hop  o u t th e re  —  a n d  th e y ’re  selling  o u t 
show s in the  M idw est like crazy. If you  tike Ju ra s s ic  
5 ’s  style, b u t find y o u rse lf  w ondering  w hen th e y ’re 
finally going  to  s a y  som eth ing  r e a l— c h e c k o u t AML for 
so m e  fine in d e p en d en t hip hop tha t fu ses  old a n d  new  
to com e up with so m e  sh it with staying power. I tra cked  
dow n 3 /7  o f  the  crew  for so m e  questions.

W hat's AML’s  m iss ion?  W here h ave  you b e e n  a s  a 
g roup  a n d  w here a re  you h e a d e d  in the future?

MKT: O ur m ission is to m ake so m e  of th e  m ost 
crea tive , and  d o p es t hip hop m usic period. W e w ant 
peop le to re sp e c t us m usically a s  well a s  em b race  it 
a s  som ething  they  can  call the ir own. W e w ant to bring 
som ething  new  to the  world of hip hop. In th e  future 
w e’re trying to  touch a s  m any peop le a s  w e can , leave 
our m ark on hip hop m usic a s  well a s  th e  b u s in ess  side 
of it with Lab Technicians P roductions.

S onny S tar: P ersonally  I believe tha t our evolution 
a s  a  group and  a s  artis ts  a s  well a s  b u s in essm en  is 
som ething  h ea v en -se n t. O ur m ission is really not ours 
to dec ide, but w e a re  doing w hat w e feel is w hat w e're 
s u p p o se d  to be doing — which is making so m e good, 
soul snatch ing , thought-provoking m usic. W e strive to 
be the  b es t a t w hat w e do. It s e e m s  w e touch people 
with our m usic and p erfo rm ances  in a  natural w ay 
—  so rt of like Earth, Wind and  Fire. J u s t like the  e le ­
m ents too, but I’m referring to w ho I feel is th e  g re a te s t 
band ever. I w ant to  be the  Earth, Wind and  Fire of hip 
hop —  co n n e c ted  with peop le and  their lives and  socia l 
a w a re n e ss  through our music.

Buff (1): I personally  would like to  be ab le  to u se  th is to 
m ake socia l ch a n g es , even  though  I’m far from a  politi­
cian o r an  activist. I really feel m usic is m ore powerful 
and  influential than  peop le  think. W e m ay not directly 
c a u se  ch a n g e  but w e could influence th e  ch a n g e  or 
a  pe rso n  to s p e a rh e a d  chan g e . It’s  a  little m ore than 
en terta inm en t to us.

How  d o e s  AML d ifferentiate itse lf from the  re s t  o f  the 
hip hop  flock? Will y ’all b e  in d e p en d en t forever, o r  is 
it ju s t  a  s tepp ing  s to n e  to bigger, m ore m ainstream  
a u d ie n c e s?

MKT: W e look at hip hop m usic in a  w hole different 
vision then  m any o th e rs  do. W e love to  go ag a in s t the  
grain, you know ? For exam ple, a  lot of peop le  call us 
an  “underground" hip hop group, but our sound  is far 
from it. W e vibe off all d ifferent ty p es  of m usic and  
incorporate  it into hip hop m usic. P eop le  have a  hard 
tim e defining w hat our m usic is and  th a t’s  w hat m akes 
u s  differ from th e  majority. I love being in d ependen t and  
hopefully w e ca n  reach  a  m ainstream  crow d in d ep en ­
dently. W ho d o esn 't w an t to be heard  by millions?

Buff (1): In o rder to g e t to a  level w here  w e can  b e  re c ­
ognized  for our ta len ts  and  m ake c h a n g es  in this world 
w e have to be a  little la rger than  w e a re  now. W hen w e 
first s ta rted  in 1994 w e w ere  having fun. W hen peop le 
s ta r ted  to tell u s  w e had  skills around  1997, w e though t

w e had to get signed  to be heard . Now, over th e  p ast 
coup le  of y ea rs  w e’ve been  con ten t with ou r position in 
the  hip hop com m unity b e c a u se  getting  s igned  is hard 
(un le ss  you luck up on a  deal, it h ap p en s). If a  really 
good opportunity  ca m e our w ay w here  w e could g e t a 
b udget to do w hat w e've b ee n  doing (m usic, prom otion, 
advertising , p ress ing , m anufacturing and  distribution), 
I'm su re  w e’d take  it, but th a t's  kind of wishful thinking. 
S o  until th e  big bucks com e our way with th e  ch a n ce  for 
com plete  crea tive control, w e’re  cool.

S onny S tar: W e do us, w e don 't w orry ab o u t them . 
W e’re not underground or com m ercial. AML is not 
typical, w e’re in d ependen t and  self-sufficient a s  of right 
now. W e do w an t to reach  a  b igger crow d in the  w ays 
th e  Buff and  KT sa id  but w e a lso  w an t to learn  th e  ropes  
of w hat g o e s  on behind th e  s c e n e s . T hat w ay w e w on’t 
let ou rse lv e s  fall victim to the  everyday  horror s to rie s  
you here  ab o u t from th e  industry ca ts . W e have huge 
p lans for 2003  tha t will s e t  up everything from h e re  on 
ou t...so  s tay  tuned . Lab T echnicians P roductions is of­
ficially h e re  and  ready  for b u s in ess , ya heard?!

There a re  a  lot o f  you  involved in AML. H ow  do  you 
m ake dec isions a s  a  g ro u p ?  Take u s  on a  s h o r t to u r of 
how  AML writes a  track...

MKT: Making dec is ions  can  be a  big job som etim es b e ­
c a u se  th e re  a re  severa l of us  (7 m em bers), but w e have 
m eetings on a  w eekly b asis  so  w e deal with dec isions 
quite well. T here a re  severa l w ays w e m ake tracks. Lab 
T echs might com e with so m e candy  (a beat) and  then 
w e’ll h ea r and  instantly brain storm  id eas  together.... 
go  to our own se p a ra te  w orlds...then  com e back with 
v e rs e s  and m esh  them  together. O r so m eo n e  m ay have 
a  v e rse  and  th e  Lab T echs will try and  com plim ent the  
v e rse  with a  beat.... T he re  a re  s o  m any w ays w e write 
music.

S onny  S tar: D epends on w hat you define a s  together. 
S om etim es w e a re  actually  right th e re  with e a ch  o ther 
to  write and  work on so n g s  and  id eas . O ther tim es we 
relay our id eas  and  rhym es tha t w e ca m e up with while

being aw ay from everybody too. But both w ays w e work 
to g e th er to form ulate our tracks  and  album s. Mind you 
w e have 4 cd /a lbum s at this point too. W e’ve  b ee n  at 
this for awhile, w e re not new  com ers.

W hat do y 'all w ant lis ten ers /fan s  to walk aw ay  from 
AML with?

MKT: Hopefully listeners and  fan s  never walk aw ay 
from AML (hahaha)...bu t w e w ant them  to take  our 
creativity, m e ss a g e s , and  know ledge w e’ve learned  in 
m aking m usic with them  to expand  th em se lv es. W hen 
AML is d one o n e  day, peop le  will look a t u s  a s  o n e  of 
the  d o p es t crew s to eve r do it —  have th e  s a m e  effec t 
a s  S tevie W onder, Earth Wind and  Fire, Tupac, Theloni- 
o u s  Monk, Aaliyah, and  M artin Luther King J r  and  m any 
o th e rs  touched  th e  world...

Buff (1): I w ant peop le  to say  tha t w e try to sound  differ­
en t than  everyone e lse  while stay ing  tru e  to the  art-form . 
W e think w e m ake so m e of the  b e s t m usic period and we 
h ope  everyone g e ts  a  ch a n c e  to  h e a r  it. W e a lso  w ant 
peop le  to say  w e have fun with th e  m usic and  tha t we 
try  to  enlighten peop le in th e  p ro cess . O h, and  if peop le 
sa y  w e're  the b e s t w e don 't have a  problem  with that.

S onny S tar: I w ant peop le to  feel like w e ch a n g ed  the ir 
lives at so m e point in tim e. T hat would m ean  tha t they 
understood  and felt everything w e a re  abou t. W e m ake 
real good music, and  I w ant peop le  to recogn ize  it, go 
g e t it...and love it for w hat it is. As for o ther artis ts , stop  
hating and  re sp ec t it. S om etim es I find tha t c a ts  ha te  to 
like us, is tha t good or b ad ?  I don 't know. But let it go 
and ju s t g e t into it, and  you’ll find th a t it’s  m ore than  m u­
sic  w e m ake. W e’ve b ee n  b le ssed  to c rea te  som ething  
tha t I think peop le feel is the ir th em e m usic to  everyday 
life, and  pathw ay for elevation in th e  future.

For m ore information ab o u t A thletic Mic L eague and 
the ir m ost recen t full-length “S w e ats  and  Kicks,” visit 
w w w .athleticm icleague.com

in te rv ie w  b y  J a s o n  K u c s m a



B R E A K I N G

t h e  u r b a n  s o l d i e r ’ s  o r i g i n a l  g a n g s t e r  r e v o l u t i o n

w ord: E m ilia  W ile s

J a s o n  T ira d o  ( to p  tw o )  a n d  D a v id  V ie ra  (b o t to m  th r e e )

Born in th e  S o u th  B ronx, b reak d a n c in g  h a s  g row n into a  w orldw ide  m o v e m en t. A com p etitiv e  s p o r t  today , 

the  m o v e m en ts  of b reak in g  run  para lle l to  th o s e  o f K ung Fu a n d  o th e r  m artia l a r ts  d u e  to  th e ir  s h a re d  

qualities o f se lf-d isc ip lin e  a n d  b o d y  con tro l. R an g in g  from  p o p p ing  a n d  locking to  to p  ro ck s  a n d  h e a d  

sp in s , b reak ing  is fo r th e  d isc ip lined  s t r e e t  w arrior.

Like th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f th e  orig inal s t r e e t  s o ld ie r  h ip -h o p  cu ltu re , b reak in g  c a m e  from  h o o d s  w ith no 

physica l d re a m s  o u ts id e  o f th e  local b lack to p  a n d  ball g a m e . T h e re fo re , th e  com b in a tio n  o f lim ited o p tio n s  

an d  th e  vo ice of A m erica ’s  m arg ina lized  cu ltu re  re su lte d  in o n e  o f to d a y 's  m o s t fa m o u s  pop  cu ltu re  s p o rts : 

b reak d an c in g .

Afrika B a m b a a ta a  in tro d u ced  b re a k d a n c in g  a s  th e  first form  o f positive  o rg a n iz e d  s tr e e t  battling  an d  

in troduced  th e  m o s t co m p etitiv e  s p o r t  on  o u t s tr e e ts  today . To s u m m a riz e  th e  overall e ffe c t a t  th e  tim e of 

it’s  e m e rg e n c e  during  th e  la te  1 970 's, th e  o rg a n iz e d  g a n g s  p u t dow n  th e ir  g u n s  a n d  o rg a n iz e d  th e ir  c rew s  
a round  battling e a c h  o th e r  w ith th e  m o s t c rea tiv e  o r new  b reak in  m ove.

A lthough m any  s a y  th a t hip hop  h a s  left th e  u rb an  co m m u n itie s  it o n c e  re p re s e n te d  for w hite 

suburb ia , th e  flourish ing  b reak in g  in th e  S o u th  B ronx im m ed ia te ly  s u g g e s ts  so m e th in g  e lse . T h e  

legendary  H unts P o in t C om m un ity  D ev e lo p m en t C o rp o ra tio n , a lso  know n a s  “T h e  P o in t,” h a s  b e e n  h o m e  

to m any of th e  g r e a te s t  g a n g s te r  b re a k e rs  to  s te p  foo t on  n a tiona l b a ttle  g ro u n d s . D om in a ted  by th e  

infam ous R o ck s te a d y  C rew , T h e  P o in t p ro v id e s  b reak in , b -boy in , a n d  b-g irlin  c l a s s e s  a n d  k n o w led g e  

to its com m unity  ta u g h t by th e  m a s te r s  th e m s e lv e s  —  C raz y  L e g s  a n d  A lie n -n e ss . W alk -in s by o th e r  

R ocksteady  p io n e e rs  s u c h  a s  Mr. F re e z e  o r  Mr. W ig g les  a re  co m m o n  a s  well. O riginally  c re a te d  from  th e  

im provisation o f th e  s t r e e ts  w ith a  little s p a c e  a n d  s o m e  th row n  o u t c a rd b o a rd , b reak in  h a s  c o m e  a  long 

way to provide ou r you th  with a  com p etitiv e  phy sica l form  of c o m b a t th a t r e p r e s e n t s  th e ir  p e rs o n a l an d  
com m unal s tre e t revolution.



V o l c a n o  B o a r d i n g . . .  s e r i o u s l y  

b y Z o l ta n  I s tv a n

S now  h as  never fallen on V anuatu’s  Tanna island, but a  double b lack-diam ond 
s lope  tha t s h a m e s  m ost of C olorado’s b e s t runs s ta n d s  on the  island’s  so u th ea ste rn  
sh o re . T he only problem : th e  pum ice s lope  is pa rt of an  active volcano with a  habit of 
shak ing , sm oking and  coughing up G reat D an e-s ized  lava bom bs —  so m e  of which 
have killed travelers.

I first saw  Mt. Y asur sev en  y ea rs  ag o  w hile sailing my sloop through V anuatu 's 
80 -is land  archipelago. T he vo lcano 's  northern  side  w as a  nearly  vertical 1 ,000-foot 
pum ice fa c e  streaking  dow nw ard. T he re  w ere  no tre e s , no trails, no board  tracks, 
nothing; it w as  virgin. As an  add icted  ou t-o f-bounds snow boarder, I prom ised  m yself 
I’d com e back  so m ed a y  with a  board. I d ream ed  of S -turning right dow n the  ce n te r of 
Mt. Y asu r— starting  th e  sp o rt of volcano boarding.

A fter a  pitiful 20 0 2  snow  se a s o n  in my hom e s ta te  of California, it s e e m e d  a  good 
tim e to  uphold my prom ise. I flew into Tanna, s trap p e d  my Burton to  my back  and  took 
off th rough th e  h ighlands on a  ren ted  Y am aha. In a  few  hours, I em erged  onto  an  ash  
plain in front of Mt. Yasur. Still a  half-m ile aw ay, I w as  already  in the  vo lcano’s  ex trem e 
throwing range. T he is landers  call it th e  d ea th  zone.

I parked my Y am aha a t th e  b a s e  of Mt. Y asur and  b egan  the  grueling hike to 
th e  rim in the  o pp ress ive  tropical hea t. After five m inutes, th e  football s tad ium -sized  
c ra te r  erup ted , spew ing lava rocks onto  th e  s lope  and fuming enough  sm oke to fill a 
skyscraper. It took m e over an  hour of sluggish  hiking in the  pum ice to  m ake it to  the  
top.

Even though I w as  exh au sted , I didn’t re s t a t  the  rim. T he sm ell of sulfur w as 
in tense  and  th o u san d s  of h a rd en ed  lava rocks g rounded  on th e  c ra te r’s  ed g e  
d is tre ssed  m e. This w as  n atu re 's  w ar zo n e  and  while large, a irborne lava bom bs a re  
usually e a sy  to  s e e  and  avoid, Mt. Y asur is fam ous for golf ball-sized  lava bullets tha t 
fly through th e  air and  a re  difficult to de tec t. T here a re  already  th re e  m em orials to 
killed onlookers n e a r  th e  rim of Mt. Y asur; I didn’t  w an t to  b ec o m e the  fourth.

Hastily, I s a t  dow n on th e  e d g e  of th e  slope and  b egan  s trapping  on my board. 
S e c o n d s  later, a  giant w ave of billowing sm oke ro se  behind m e, followed by th ree  
sharp , deafen ing  b lasts  from th e  crater. T here w as too m uch sm o k e  to s e e  if any  of 
the  lava bom bs w ere  com ing my way. My gut feeling told m e to g e t ou t of th e re  and 
s ta rt boarding.

I p ushed  m yself over th e  ed g e  and let gravity take  its co u rse . A lm ost im m ediately 
I forgot ab o u t the  d a n g e rs  and  co ncen tra ted  only on the  eno rm ous a sh  s lope  before 
m e. Surprisingly, even  though I w as  boarding on sticky pum ice, s p e e d  w as not a  
problem . The s lo p e  w as ju s t too  s tee p . Turning w as a  different anim al altogether. It 
ta k es  m uch m ore leg pow er to  S -tu rn  on pum ice than  it d o es  on snow . E ach ca rv e  
required  heavily leaning into the  direction I w anted  to  go.

I hadn 't go tten  far w hen a  seco n d  explosion shook  th e  m ountain. Thirty m eters 
to  my right, a  huge lava bom b landed, broke into p ieces  and  then  tum bled  dow n the  
s lope . The g re a te s t d an g e r with volcano boarding is not being ab le  to  s e e  w here  the  
m ountain is shooting  its m olten entrails —  R ussian  roulette ca m e to mind.

Halfway down, I hit a  tacky  a sh  patch, c rash ed  and  rolled. T he sw ea t on my skin 
b ec am e a  co a t of pum ice. Im m ediately I turned to the  rim and  w atched  for falling 
rocks. N one cam e, but soon  enough  the  volcano s ta rted  grum bling again. I shoved  
off and  h ea d ed  for the  safe ty  of th e  bottom, S -turning to within a few fee t of my 
motorcycle.

O ver the  next th ree  days, with every  zigzagging groove I ca rv ed  dow n the  
ce n te r of th e  north face , I g o t m ore excited abou t the  sp o rt 's  potential. With millions 
of sn o w b o a rd ers  in th e  United S ta te s  and h u nd reds  of active vo lcanoes  around  
th e  world, he re  w as  a  new  ex trem e sp o rt tha t might ju s t b e  th e  cu re  for snow less  
sum m ers.

Z o ltan ’s  TV new s s e g m e n t on volcano boarding  a ired  on N ational G eograph ic  Today 
in N ovem ber 2002.
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