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beginning in mid-January 1942, public and private demands for federal and
state action increased rapidly in tempo and volume.’® Among the first of
these were letters of 16 January addressed by Representative Leland M. Ford
of Santa Monica, California, to the Secretary of War and to other members
of the Cabinet, urging that all Japanesecitizens as well as aliens—be
moved inland from the coast and put in concentration camps for the dura-
tion of the war.® Behind this and similar suggestions lay a profound suspi-
cion of the Japanese population, fanned, of course, by the nature and scope
of Japan's early military successes in the Pacificc. A GHQ intelligence
bulletin of 21 January, for example, concluded that there was an “espionage
net containing Japanese aliens; first and second generation Japanese and
other nations . . . thoroughly organized and working underground.” ® In
conversations with General Clark of GHQ on 20 and 21 January, General
DeWitt expressed his apprehension that any enemy raid on the west coast .
would probably be accompanied by “a violent outburst of coordinated and_
controlled sabotage” among the Japanese population.”™ In talking with
General Gullion on 24 January, General DeWitt stated what was to be-
come one of the principal arguments for mass evacuation. “The fact that
nothing has happened so far is more or less . . . ominous,” he said, “in that
I"feel that in view of the fact that we have had no sporadic attempts at
sabotage that there is a™ontrol being exercised and when we have it it will
be on a mass basis.” *

The publication of the report of the Roberts Commission, which had
investigated the Pearl Harbor attack, on 25 January had a large and immedi-
ate effect both on public opinion and on government action. The report con-
cluded that there had been widespread €spionage in Hawaii before Pearl
Harbor, both by Japanese consular agents and by Japanese residents of Oahu
who had “no open relations with the Japanese foreign service.” *® The latter
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