California State University, Fresno

Armenian Studies Program
. Fresno, California 93740-0004

Armenian Studies Program
News Service

CSU Fresno Armenian Studies Program activities as reported
in local, national, and international media.

Vol. 7 Release #54
February-March 1992

Visit of President of Yerevan State University to the

United States on the Occasion of the Signing of an Agreement
between California State University, Fresno and

Yerevan State University



4118 ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM . . .
SOURCE

FREBNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

- ARCHIVE -
Asbarez English Weekly. Glendale, CA DATE February 8, 1992
Yerevan State Univ. Officials at CSUF
SUBJECT PAGE ; _ 1

Yerevan
University
Delegation to

Visit CSUF

FRESNO—Dr. Norair Arakelian, presi-
dent of Yerevan State University, was
in the United States for a two-week visit
beginning February 5 at the invitation of
the Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan Center
for Armenian Studies at the California
State University, Fresno. Arakelian is
accompanied by Rafael Matevossian,
vice-president for international affairs at
YSU.

While in Fresno, the university
delegation is expected to meet with
CSUF President Dr. John Welty to sign
a five-year agreement with provisions
for exchange of students and faculty in
a variety of fields.

Proposed by the CSUF Armenian
Studies Program two years ago, the
agreement will aiso include a one-month
summer program for both graduate and
undergraduate students and other joint
projects as they develop.

In addition to the visit to Fresno, the
delegation will stop in New York,
Washington, DC, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Detroit, and Boston, where
they will meet with officials from
Georgetown University, the University
of California, the University of Michigan,
and Northeastern University, to discuss
expanded relations with YSU.

Arakelian is a mathematician and a
member of the Academy of Sciences of
Armenia. He has authored numerous ar-
ticles on the Approximation Theory. He
was appointed president of YSU in
1991.

Matevossian, an economist, has been
in the post of vice-president of interna-
tional affairs since 1981. For the past ten
years, he has been conducting a study
of diasporan Armenian students study-
ing in Armenia. a
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Yerevan State University
Officials to Visit CSU Fresno

" FRESNO — Dr. Norair Ara-
kelian, President of Yerevan
State University  will be in the
United States for a two week
visit beginning February 5, 1992
at the invitation of the Sarkis
and Meline Kalfayan Center
for Armenian Studies and Ar-
menian Studies Program at Ca-
lifornia State University, Fresno.
Accompanying Dr. Arakelian
will be Rafacl Matevossian, Vice-
President for International Rela-
tions at YSU.

The Yerevan State University
delegation will meet with CSU
Fresno President Dr. John Welty
to sign a five year agreement,
with provisions for exchange
of students and faculty from
diverse ficlds.

In addition to the visit to
Fresno, the delegation will stop
in New York, Washington D.C.,
San Francisco, Los Angeles, De-

troit, and Boston. They will
meet with officials from George-

‘town University, the University

of Michigan, and Northeastern
University, to discuss expanded
relations Yercvan State Univer-
sity.

Dr. Arakelian is a mathmeti-
cian, and is an academician of
the Academy of Sciences of Ar-
menia. He is the author of nu-
merous works and articles in the
field of Approximation Theory.
He was appointed as President
of Yercvan State University in
1991.

Rafacl Matevossian is an cco-
nomist who has been in the post
of vice-president of international
affairs since 1981. He has been
responsible for the study of Ar-
menian students from abroad
in Armecnia for the past ten
years.
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lYerevan State University starting over

B Football, basketball, and even
the budget must line up
behind other priorities at
Armenia’s Yerevan State
University.

By Jim Steinberg

The Fresno Bee

If anyone’s concerned about budget
problems at Fresno State University,
compare them with the troubles at

Armenia’s Yerevan State University.

It’s freezing cold, and the heat
doesn’t work. Pipes break. Buildings
crack. You can’t count on electricity.

The brand-new republic of Armenia
is in a netherworld between war and
peace. YSU is temporarily closed.

And the university looks to start
over with an entirely different educa-
tional structure.

YSU President Norair Arakelian
visited Fresno State on Monday,
signed a five-year exchange agree-
ment with FSU President John Wel-
ty, and described a different world of
trouble in higher education.

Annual student exchange

The agreement with Fresno State
calls for an annual exchange of five
students and an undetermined num-
ber of faculty and administrators each
year.

Arakelian, a mathematician, wants
to restructure his university along the ’
lines of Fresno State and other Amer-
jcan universities. But he’s beginning
from near zero in Western adminis-

tration and looking to the best minds

at Fresno State, the University of Cal-
ifornia, Georgetown University apd
the University of Michigan to guide
the way.

Michael Penn — The Fresno Bee

Norair Arakelian, Yerevan State University president, and his wife, Mazietta, meet with Fresno State University officials.
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“Our educational system has been
very conservative, very centralized,”
Arakelian said. “It is very specialized.
We want more general schools. There
have been no real changes yet. We
have material difficulties. And people
are slow to change their ways.”

Arakelian told university faculty
members that he wants to launch a
three-tiered system similar to bache-

lor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees
in American universities. A high pri-
ority will be establishing English as a
core academic language.

Other academic disciplines must be-
gin from scratch, Arakelian said. Po-
litical science and economics, for in-
stance, functioned under political
constraints of the Soviet system.

New discipline easier
Speaking of political science, Arake-
lian said it would be easier to create a

new academic discipline than to re-
form the old one.

Despite the challenges, Arakelian
was calm and determined.

“No, it is not desperate,” he said.
“If it were, we could not think of
reforms and the future.”

Skirmishes between Armenians and
Muslims in neighboring Azerbaijan
have killed more than 1,000 people in |
the last four years. The main dispute |
involves the Armenian enclave of Na- |

* gorno-Karabakh inside Azerbaijan.

Arakelian was asked if it feels like
war or peace in Yerevan.

“It is together,” he said. “Peace and
war. Sometimes you feel it is like
wartime. It is unusual. You don’t feel
it is constant war, but it is not nor-
mal.”

Economist Rafael Matevossian, vice
president for international relations
at YSU, accompanied Arakelian.
Asked when he first thought the Sovi-
et system couldn’t work, Matevossian
said, “From the day of its birth.”
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Yerevan State University
Officials to Visit CSU Fresno

YEREVAN, Armenia - Dr.
Norair Arakelian, President of
Yerevan State University is
expected to be in the United
States for a two week visit
beginning February 5, 1992 at
the invitation of the Sarkis and
" Meline Kalfayan Center for

Armenian Studies and Armen-

ian Studies Program at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno.
Accompanying Dr. Arakelian
will be Rafael Matevossian,
Vice-President for Internation-
al Relations at YSU.

The Yerevan State Univer-
sity delegation will meet with
CSU Fresno President Dr.
John Welty to sign a five year
agreement, with provisions for
exchange of students and facul-
ty from diverse fields.

In addition to the visit to
Fresno, the delegation will
stop in New York, Washing-
ton, ND.C., San Francisco, Los

Angeles, Detroit, and Boston.
They will meet with officials
from Georgetown University,
the University of  California,
the University of Michigan,
and Northeastern University,
to discuss expanded relations
Yerevan State University.

Dr. Arakelian is a mathe-
matician, and is an academi-
cian of the Academy of Scienc-
es of Armenia. He is the au-
thor of numerous works and
articles in the field of Approxi-
mation Theory. He was ap-
pointed as President of Yere-
van State University in 1991.

Rafael Matevossian is an
economist who has been in the
post of vice-president of inter-
national affairs since 1981. He
has been responsible for the
study of Armenian students
from abroad in Armenia for
the past ten years.
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Yerevan, Fresno State Universities

Sign Student Exchange Program

Following the signing of the student exchan
0 4 ge program. From left: Dr. Norai
Arakelian, president of Yerevan State University, and Dr. John Wegtty pres;ZI’:rZ

of Fresno State University.

On Monday evening, February

10, at the St. Paul Armenian

Church Minor Hall, the Tekeyan

Cultural Association, the St. Paul

Armenian Church Educational

Program, and the Fresno State

Kalfayan Center for Armenian

Studies co-sponsored a lecture

entitled "'Higher Education in the

New Republic of Armenia." The

guest speakers were from Yere-

van State University.

The first speaker was the Uni-
versity president, Dr. Norair
Arakelian, followed by the vice
president for international affairs,
Raffi Matevossian. On their
agenda was the recent signing of
a student exchange program bet-
ween Fresno State and Yerevan
State. They were also to speak
about the harsh conditions of
present-day Armenia.

Dr. Arakelian is a mathemati-
cian and a member of the Aca-
demy of Sciences of Armenia. He
has written may articles and bro-
ken much ground in the field of
approximation theory.

Rafael Matevossian is an eco-
nomist and has been vice presi-
dent since 1981, during which
time he has been responsible for
students from abroad, studying
in Armenia.

The evening began with Prof.
Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the
Fresno State Kalfayan Center for
Armenian Studies greeting and
warmly welcoming the many in
attendance. He then spoke about
the signing of the agreement bet-
ween Fresno State and Yerevan
State at 11 am that morning dur-
ing a press conference at CSUF.
According to the agreement,
students from each university
will be exchanged for either one
month, one semester or one year.

Der Mugrdechian further com-
mented that ''the signing was an
unprecedented event for the
Armenian Studies program, and
for the students specifically.” He
then introduced the first speaker,

Dr. Arakelian, who summed the
purpose of the exchange program
as being "'an encouragement to
students to return and to study in
their historic homeland'’ as well
as being "an educational link
with the Diaspora, and in many
ways an inspiration, yet a learn-
ing experience.” The Fresno
State University Armenian Stu-
dies Program laid the ground-
work for this program to be in-
itiated not only with CSUF, but
also with USC, UCLA, George-
town University, Northeastern
TTrivercty and the University of

Michigan, and for this, Dr. Ara-
kelian was '‘elated and thankful
to have students from such fine
universities."

Der Mugrdechian then in-
troduced the vice president of
Yerevan State University, Raffi
Matevossian, who began his talk
by mentioning that Yerevan State
University has 18 different
schools with social sciences and
business being a major focus. He
added that the university enroll-
ment is more than 10,000 with
over 1,000 faculty and staff. He
also mentioned that contrary to
the current situation in the coun-
try, the "‘university does not have
within its realm any food shor-
tages or other deprivations for
students.” Matevossian stated
that the university's "current
budget, when compared with the
budget of 25 years ago reveals a
shrinkage to a fraction of its
original value, ""because through
the years we've been faced with
financial troubles including
double-digit inflation as well as a
serious devaluation of the ruble.”

Finally, Matevossian said the
university needs teachers from
several fields, including the inter-
disciplinary fields and the arts.
He also thanked the Kalfayan
Center for Armenian Studies and
Fresno State.
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Historic First Visit of Yerevan
State University to Californig

?

Left to right: Dr. Norair Arakelian, President f Yeran t IVI"

Dr. Dickran

Kouyoumjian, Professor of Armenian Studies; Dr, John Welty, President CSU Fresno

The historic first visit of Yerevan
State University President Dr. Norair
Arakelian to California State Universi-
ty, Fresno took place February 9-11,
1992 and culminated with the signing
of a five-year agreement on coopera-
tion between Yerevan State University
and California State University,
Fresno. Dr. Arakelian, his wife Mariet-
ta, and Vice-President for Interna-
tional Relations Rafael Matevossian,
were in the United States at the invita-
tion of Dr. John D. Welty, President
of CSUF and Dr. Dickran Kouyoum-
jian, Haig and Isabel Berberian Pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies and Barlow
Der Mugrdechian of the Armenian
Studies Program. Members of the
Kalfayan Center for Armenian Studies
Advisory Board, led by President
Sarkis Kalfayan sponsored the trip and
also organized a series of events with
the San Joaquin Valley community.

Dr. Arakelian and his delegation
met with President Dr. Welty on Mon-
day morning, February 10 at the Presi-
dent’s office where after a cordial
meeting and discussion, they signed the
five-year agreement between the two
universities. Dr. Welty on behalf of

CSUF accepted an 8th century B.C.
drinking vessel from the historic

Gumairi region of Armenia, which was
given by Dr. Arakelian as a symbol of
the ties between the universities and in
recognition of the ancient history of
the Armenians.

Following a dinner held in honor
of the delegation, hosted by members
of the Kalfayan Center for Armenian
Studies Advisory Board, Dr. Arakelian
and Mr. Matevossian spoke to the
community at the St. Paul Armenian
Church. They discussed the state of
higher education in Armenia and of-
fered their insight into solutions for the
problems they face.

On Tuesday evening, President
Welty hosted a dinner in honor of the
signing of the agreement. The dinner
was attended by senior administatrion
officials and members of the Armenian
community and was held in a warm
and festive atmosphere. Dr. Kouym-
jian, who served as master of
ceremonies for the evening, introduced
the guests, describing the role of the
Armenian Studies Program in in-
itiating the ties between the univer-
sities. Mr. Sarkis Kalfayan addressed
the group and spoke of his enthusiasm
and joy that such a relationship had
been formed between Yerevan State



PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNC
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

DATE March 13, 1992

ARMENIAN STUDIES

- ARCHIVE -
SOURCE Armenian Life Weekly; Watertown, MA

SUBJECTCSU Fresno and Yerevan State Sign Agreement

PAGE 7 of 2

University and California Sta.e
Univesity, Fresno. Mr. Kalfayan had
visited Yerevan in November of 1990
to assist in the development of the ties.

President Welty presented Dr.
Arakelian with a plaque inscribed with
the CSUF logo and in turn was
presented with a specially prepared
bottle of “Welty” Armenian cognac,
which was beautifully decorated.

The agreement was hailed by Dr.
Kouymjian as an important step in the

ever growing ties between the Republic
of Armenia and the United States. The
agreement calls for the exchange of up
to five students per year to participate
in fields of their choosing at the host
institution. A summer study option
will also be available to CSUF
students. Provisions were made for
faculty exchanges and also for research
to take place in a cooperative at-
mosphere.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, who
will be coordinating the various pro-
grams, remarked that CSUF students
now had a very special opportunity
before them, through which they could
see in person what they had learned
about through Armenian Studies
classes.

Left to right: Dr. Norair Arakelian, and Dr. John Welty

Students will be encouraged by the
agreement to return and study in
Armenia and enjoy the atmosphere of
living among Armenians. The educa-
tional ties will provide for a two way
exchange and allow students from both
countries to experience life in another
country.

The Yerevan State University
delegation also had the opportunity,
through the efforts of the CSUF Arme-
nian Studies Program, to visit
Washington, D.C., San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Detroit, Boston, and new
York. The two-week visit resulted in
the signing of three other agreements,
with George Mason University, the
University of California at Riverside,
and Northeastern Univesity in
Massachusetts.

The Yerevan State University
delegation returned to Yerevan at the
end of February to begin to implement
the various agreements signed. B
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President of Yerevan State U. Visits Fresno

Campus of Calif. State University

L. to r. Dr. Norair Arakelian, President of Yerevan State
University; Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig & Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies; Dr. John Welty, President CSU
Fresno.

FRESNO, CA - The his-
toric first visit of Yerevan
State University President Dr.
Norair Arakelian to California
State University, Fresno took
place February 9-11, 1992 and
culminated with the signing of
a five year agreement on coop-
eration between Yerevan State
University and California State
University, Fresno. Dr. Arakel-
ian, his wife Marietta, and
Vice-President for Internation-
al Relations Rafael Matevoss-
ian, were in the United States
at the invitation of Dr. John D.
Welty, President of CSUF and
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig
and Isabel Berberian Professor
of Armenian Studies and Ba-
rlow Der Mugrdechian of the
Armenian Studies Program.
Members of the Kalfayan Cen-
ter for Armenian Studies Advi-
sory Board, led by President
Sarkis Kalfayan sponsored the
trip and also organized a series

of events with the San Joaquin
Valley community.

Dr. Arakelian and his dele-
gation met with President Dr.
Welty on Monday morning,
February 10 at the President’s
office where after a cordial
meeting and discussion, they
signed the five-year agreement
between the two universities.
Dr. Welty on behalf of CSUF
accepted an 8th century B.C.
drinking vessel from the histor-
ic Gumri region of Armenia,
which was given by Dr. Arake-
lian as a symbol of the ties
between the universities and in
recognition of the ancient
history of the Armenians.

Following a dinner held in
honor of the delegation, hosted
by members of the Kalfayan
Center for Armenian Studies
Advisory Board, Dr. Arakelian
and Mr. Matevossian spoke to
the community at the St. Paul
Armenian Church. They dis-

cussed the state of higher edu-
cation in Armenia and offered

their insight into solutions for
tlE_Br_oblems they face. '

On Tuesday evening, Presi-
dent Welty hosted a dinner in
honor of the signing of the
agreement. The dinner was
attended by senior administra-
tion officials and members of
the Armenian community and
was held in a warm and festive
atmosphere. Dr. Kouymjian,
who served as master of cere-
monies® for the evening, intro-
duced the guests, describing
the role of the Armenian Stud-
jes Program in initiating the
ties between the universities.
Mr. Sarkis Kalfayan addressed
the group and spoke of his
enthusiasm and joy that such a
relationship had been formed
between Yerevan State Umvex:-
sity and California State Uni-
versity, Fresno. Mr. Kalfayan
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had visited Yerevan in Novem-
ber of 1990 to assist in the
development of the ties.

President Welty presented
Dr. Arakelian with a plaque
inscribed with the CSUF logo
and in turn was presented with
a specially prepared bottle of
"Welty" Armenian  cognac,
which was beautifully decorat-
ed.

The agreement was hailed
by Dr. Kouymjian as an impor-
tant step in the ever growing
ties between the Republic of
Armenia and the United
States. The agreement calls for
the exchange of up to five
students per year to participate
in fields of their choosing at
the host irsiitution. A summer
<tudy option will also be avail-
able tc CSUF students. Provi-
sions were made for faculty
exchanges and also for research
to take place in a cooperative
atmosphere.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
who will be coordinating the
various programs, remarked
that CSUF students now had a
very special opportunity before
them, through which they
could see in person what they
had learned about through
Armenian Studies classes.

Students will be encour-
aged by the agreement to re-
turn and study in Armenia and
enjoy the atmosphere of living
among Armenians. The educa-
tional ties will provide for a
two way exchange and allow
students from both countries
to experience life in another
country.

The Yerevan State Univer-
sity delegation also had the
opportunity, through the ef-
forts of the CSUF Armenian
Studies Program, to visit Wa-
shington, D.C., San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Detroit, Boston,
and New York. The two week
visit resulted in the signing of
three other agreements, with
George Mason University, the
University of California at
Riverside, and Northeastern
University in Massachusetts.

The Yerevan State Univer-
sity delegation returned to
Yerevan at the end of Febru-
ary to begin to implement the
various agreements signed.
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Yerevan, Fresno Universities
Sign Cooperation Agreement

1

FRESNO—An official visit by Yerevan
State University President Dr. Norair
Arakelian to California State University,
Fresno in February culminated with the
signing of a five-year agreement on
cooperation between the two institu-
tions of higher learning.

Arakelian, accompanied by his wife
and Vice-President for International
Relations Rafael Matevossian, was in
the US at the invitation of Dr. John D.
Welty, president of CSUF, and Dr.
Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and lIsabel
Berberian Professor of Armenian
Studies. Members of the Kalfayan
Center for Armenian Studies Advisory
Board, led by President Sarkis Kalfayan
sponsored the trip and also organized a
series of events with the San Joaquin
Valley community.

The agreement was hailed by Kouym-
jian as an important step in the ever-
growing ties between Armenia and the
US. The document calls for the ex-
change of up to five students per year
to participate in fields of their choosing
at the host institution. A summer study
through Armenian Studies classes.

Students will be encouraged by the
agreement to return and study in

(L. to r.) Arakslian, Kouymjian, and WeltyA

option will also be available to CSUF
students. Provisions were made for
faculty exchanges and also for research
to take place in a cooperative
atmosphera. '

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, who will be
coordinating the various programs,
remarked that CSUF students now had
a very special opportunity before them,

Armenia and enjoy the atmosphere ot
living among Armenians. The educa-
tional ties will provide for a two-way ex-
change and allow students from both
countries to experience life in another
setting.

The Yerevan State University delega-
tion also had the opportunity, through
the efforts of the CSUF Armenian
Studies Program, to visit Washington
DC, San Francisco, Los Angelés,
Detroit, Boston, and New York. The
two week visit resulted in the signing of
three other agreements, with George
Mason University, the University of
California at Riverside, and Northeastern
University in Massachusetts. ad
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CSUF and Yerevan University
Sign Cooperation Agreement

SEALING AGREEMENT - Left to right: Dr. norair Arakelian, President of
Yerevan State University, Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies, Dr. John Welty, President, California State

University, Fresno.

FRESNO - Concluding an
historic tirst visit to Fresno on Feb.
Il. Yerevan State University
President Dr. Norair Arakelian
signed o five-year cooperation
agreement with California State
University. Fresno President Dr.
John D. Welty.

Dr. Arakelian. his wife Mariet-
ta, and vice-Prsident for Interna-
tional Relations Rafael Matevo-
sian, were in the United States at
the invitation of Dr. Welty and Dr.
Dickran Kouymjian. Haig and
Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies. and Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the Armenian
Studies Program.

Members of the Kalfayan Center
for Armenian Studies Advisory
Board. led by President Sarkis
Kalfayan. sponsored the trip and

“also organized a series of events
with the San Toaquin Valley
community. '

At the signing of the agreement,

Dr. Welty was presented an 8th
century B.C. drinking vessel from

the historic Gumairi region of
Armenia.

The agreement was hailed by
Dr. Kouymjian as an important
step in the ever-growing ties bet- -
ween the Republic of Armenia and
the United States. The agreement
calls for the exchange of up to five
students per year to participate in
fields of their choosing at the host
institution. A summer study option
will also be available to CSUF
students. Provisions were made for
faculty exchanges and also for.
research to take place.

Students will be encouraged by
the agreement to return and study

in Armenia, said Barlow Der

Mugrdechian, who will be coor-
dinating the various programs.
The Yerevan State University
delegation also had the opportuni-
ty. through the efforts of the
CSUF Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, to visit several cities and
universities in the United States.



